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Preface to the English Standard Version

The Bible

“This Book [is] the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is Wisdom; this is the royal Law; these are the lively Oracles of God.” With these words the Moderator of the Church of Scotland hands a Bible to the new monarch in Britain’s coronation service. These words echo the King James Bible translators, who wrote in 1611: “God’s sacred Word . . . is that inestimable treasure that excelleth all the riches of the earth.” This assessment of the Bible is the motivating force behind the publication of the English Standard Version.

Translation Legacy

The English Standard Version (ESV) stands in the classic mainstream of English Bible translations over the past half-millennium. The fountainhead of that stream was William Tyndale’s New Testament of 1526; marking its course were the King James Version of 1611 (KJV), the English Revised Version of 1885 (RV), the American Standard Version of 1901 (ASV), and the Revised Standard Version of 1952 and 1971 (RSV). In that stream, faithfulness to the text and vigorous pursuit of accuracy were combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expression. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for a new century.

To this end each word and phrase in the ESV has been carefully weighed against the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek to ensure the fullest accuracy and clarity and to avoid under-translating or overlooking any nuance of the original text. The words and phrases themselves grow out of the TyndaleKing James legacy, and most recently out of the RSV, with the 1971 RSV text providing the starting point for our work. Archaic language has been brought to current usage and significant corrections have been made in the translation of key texts. But throughout, our goal has been to retain the depth of meaning and enduring language that have made their indelible mark on the English-speaking world and have defined the life and doctrine of the church over the last four centuries.

Translation Philosophy

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks as much as possible to capture the ­precise wording of the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. As such, its emphasis is on “word-for-word” correspondence, at the same time taking into account differences of grammar, syntax, and idiom between current literary English and the original languages. Thus it seeks to be transparent to the original text, letting the reader see as directly as possible the structure and meaning of the original.

In contrast to the ESV, some Bible versions have followed a “thought-for-thought” rather than “word-for-word” translation philosophy, emphasizing “dynamic equivalence” rather than the “essentially literal” meaning of the original. A “thought-for-thought” translation is of necessity more inclined to reflect the interpretative opinions of the translator and the influences of contemporary culture.

Every translation is at many points a trade-off between literal precision and readability, between “formal equivalence” in expression and “functional equivalence” in communication, and the ESV is no exception. Within this framework we have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintaining clarity of expression and literary excellence. Therefore, to the extent that plain English permits and the meaning in each case allows, we have sought to use the same English word for important recurring words in the original; and, as far as grammar and syntax allow, we have rendered Old Testament passages cited in the New in ways that show their correspondence. Thus in each of these areas, as well as throughout the Bible as a whole, we have sought to capture the echoes and overtones of meaning that are so abundantly present in the original texts.

As an essentially literal translation, then, the ESV seeks to carry over every possible nuance of meaning in the original words of Scripture into our own language. As such, the ESV is ideally suited for in-depth study of the Bible. Indeed, with its emphasis on literary excellence, the ESV is equally suited for public reading and preaching, for private reading and reflection, for both academic and devotional study, and for Scripture memorization.

Translation Principles and Style

The ESV also carries forward classic translation principles in its literary style. Accordingly it retains theological terminologywords such as “grace,” “faith,” “justification,” “sanctification,” “redemption,” “regeneration,” “reconciliation,” “propitiation”because of their central importance for Christian doctrine and also because the underlying Greek words were already becoming key words and technical terms in New Testament times.

The ESV lets the stylistic variety of the biblical writers fully express itselffrom the exalted prose that opens Genesis, to the flowing narratives of the Historical Books, to the rich metaphors and dramatic imagery of the Poetic Books, to the ringing rhetorical indictments in the Prophetic Books, to the smooth elegance of Luke, to the profound simplicities of John and the closely reasoned logic of Paul.

In punctuating, paragraphing, dividing long sentences, and rendering connectives, the ESV follows the path that seems to make the ongoing flow of thought clearest in English. The biblical languages regularly connect sentences by frequent repetition of words such as “and,” “but,” and “for,” in a way that goes beyond the conventions of literary English. Effective translation, however, requires that these links in the original be reproduced so that the flow of the argument will be transparent to the reader. We have therefore normally translated these connectives, though occasionally we have varied the rendering by using alternatives (such as “also,” “however,” “now,” “so,” “then,” or “thus”) when they better capture the sense in specific instances.

In the area of gender language, the goal of the ESV is to render literally what is in the original. For example, “anyone” replaces “any man” where there is no word corresponding to “man” in the original languages, and “people” rather than “men” is regularly used where the original languages refer to both men and women. But the words “man” and “men” are retained where a male-meaning component is part of the original Greek or Hebrew. Likewise, the word “man” has been retained where the original text intends to convey a clear contrast between “God” on the one hand and “man” on the other hand, with “man” being used in the collective sense of the whole human race (see Luke 2:52). Similarly, the English word “brothers” (translating the Greek word adelphoi ) is retained as an important familial form of address between fellow Jews and fellow Christians in the first century. A recurring note is included to indicate that the term “brothers” (adelphoi) was often used in Greek to refer to both men and women, and to indicate the specific instances in the text where this is the case. In addition, the English word “sons” (translating the Greek word huioi) is retained in specific instances because the underlying Greek term usually includes a male-meaning component and it was used as a legal term in the adoption and inheritance laws of first-century Rome. As used by the apostle Paul, this term refers to the status of all Christians, both men and women, who, having been adopted into God’s family, now enjoy all the privileges, obligations, and inheritance rights of God’s children.

The inclusive use of the generic “he” has also regularly been retained, because this is consistent with similar usage in the original languages and because an essentially literal translation would be impossible without it.

In each case the objective has been transparency to the original text, allowing the reader to understand the original on its own terms rather than on the terms of our present-day culture.

The Translation of Specialized Terms

In the translation of biblical terms referring to God, the ESV takes great care to convey the specific nuances of meaning of the original Hebrew and Greek terms. First, concerning terms that refer to God in the Old Testament: God, the Maker of heaven and earth, introduced himself to the people of Israel with a special personal name, the consonants for which are YHWH (see Exodus 3:1415). Scholars call this the “Tetragrammaton,” a Greek term referring to the four Hebrew letters YHWH. The exact pronunciation of YHWH is uncertain, because the Jewish people considered the personal name of God to be so holy that it should never be spoken aloud. Instead of reading the word YHWH, they would normally read the Hebrew word ’adonay (“Lord”), and the ancient translations into Greek, Syriac, and Aramaic also followed this practice. When the vowels of the word ’adonay are placed with the consonants of YHWH, this results in the familiar word Jehovah that was used in some earlier English Bible translations. As is common among English translations today, the ESV usually renders the personal name of God (YHWH) with the word Lord (printed in small capitals). An exception to this is when the Hebrew word ’adonay appears together with YHWH, in which case the two words are rendered together as “the Lord [in lower case] God [in small capitals].” In contrast to the personal name for God (YHWH), the more general name for God in Old Testament Hebrew is ’elohim and its related forms of ’el or ’eloah, all of which are normally translated “God” (in lower case letters). The use of these different ways to translate the Hebrew words for God is especially beneficial to the English reader, enabling the reader to see and understand the different ways that the personal name and the general name for God are both used to refer to the One True God of the Old Testament.

Second, in the New Testament, the Greek word Christos has been translated consistently as “Christ.” Although the term originally meant “anointed,” among Jews in New Testament times the term came to designate the Messiah, the great Savior that God had promised to raise up. In other New Testament contexts, however, especially among Gentiles, Christos (“Christ”) was on its way to becoming a proper name. It is important, therefore, to keep the context in mind in understanding the various ways that Christos (“Christ”) is used in the New Testament. At the same time, in accord with its “essentially literal” translation philosophy, the ESV has retained consistency and concordance in the translation of Christos (“Christ”) throughout the New Testament.

Third, a particular difficulty is presented when words in biblical Hebrew and Greek refer to ancient practices and institutions that do not correspond directly to those in the modern world. Such is the case in the translation of ‘ebed (Hebrew) and doulos (Greek), terms which are often rendered “slave.” These terms, however, actually cover a range of relationships that require a range of renderingseither “slave,” “bondservant,” or “servant”depending on the context. Further, the word “slave” currently carries associations with the often brutal and dehumanizing institution of slavery in nineteenth-century America. For this reason, the ESV translation of the words ‘ebed and doulos has been undertaken with particular attention to their meaning in each specific context. Thus in Old Testament times, one might enter slavery either voluntarily (e.g., to escape poverty or to pay off a debt) or involuntarily (e.g., by birth, by being captured in battle, or by judicial sentence). Protection for all in servitude in ancient Israel was provided by the Mosaic Law. In New Testament times, a doulos is often best described as a “bondservant”that is, as someone bound to serve his master for a specific (usually lengthy) period of time, but also as someone who might nevertheless own property, achieve social advancement, and even be released or purchase his freedom. The ESV usage thus seeks to express the nuance of meaning in each context. Where absolute ownership by a master is in view (as in Romans 6), “slave” is used; where a more limited form of servitude is in view, “bondservant” is used (as in 1 Corinthians 7:2124); where the context indicates a wide range of freedom (as in John 4:51), “servant” is preferred. Footnotes are generally provided to identify the Hebrew or Greek and the range of meaning that these terms may carry in each case.

Fourth, it is sometimes suggested that Bible translations should capitalize pronouns referring to deity. It has seemed best not to capitalize deity pronouns in the ESV, however, for the following reasons:  first, there is nothing in the original Hebrew and Greek manuscripts that corresponds to such capitalization; second, the practice of capitalizing deity pronouns in English Bible translations is a recent innovation, which began only in the mid-twentieth century; and, third, such capitalization is absent from the KJV Bible and the whole stream of Bible translations that the ESV seeks to carry forward.

A fifth specialized term, the word “behold,” usually has been retained as the most common translation for the Hebrew word hinneh and the Greek word idou. Both of these words mean something like “Pay careful attention to what follows! This is important!” Other than the word “behold,” there is no single word in English that fits well in most contexts. Although “Look!” and “See!” and “Listen!” would be workable in some contexts, in many others these words lack sufficient weight and dignity. Given the principles of “essentially literal” translation, it is important not to leave hinneh and idou completely untranslated, and so to lose the intended emphasis in the original languages. The older and more formal word “behold” has usually been retained, therefore, as the best available option for conveying the original sense of meaning.

Textual Basis and Resources

The ESV is based on the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible as found in Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (2nd ed., 1983), and on the Greek text in the 1993 editions of the Greek New Testament (4th corrected ed.), published by the United Bible Societies (UBS), and Novum Testamentum Graece (27th ed.), edited by Nestle and Aland. The currently renewed respect among Old Testament scholars for the Masoretic text is reflected in the ESV’s attempt, wherever possible, to translate difficult Hebrew passages as they stand in the Masoretic text rather than resorting to emendations or to finding an alternative reading in the ancient versions. In exceptional, difficult cases, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Septuagint, the Samaritan Pentateuch, the Syriac Peshitta, the Latin Vulgate, and other sources were consulted to shed possible light on the text, or, if necessary, to support a divergence from the Masoretic text. Similarly, in a few difficult cases in the New Testament, the ESV has followed a Greek text different from the text given preference in the UBS/Nestle-Aland 27th edition. Throughout, the translation team has benefited greatly from the massive textual resources that have become readily available recently, from new insights into biblical laws and culture, and from current advances in Hebrew and Greek lexicography and grammatical understanding.

Textual Footnotes

The footnotes that accompany the ESV text are an integral part of the ESV translation, informing the reader of textual variations and difficulties and showing how these have been resolved by the ESV translation team. In addition to this, the footnotes indicate significant alternative readings and occasionally provide an explanation for technical terms or for a difficult reading in the text. 

Publishing Team

The ESV publishing team includes more than a hundred people. The fourteen-member Translation Oversight Committee has benefited from the work of more than fifty biblical experts serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council, all of which has been carried out under the auspices of the Crossway Board of Directors. This hundred-plus-member team shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic Christian orthodoxy and is international in scope, including leaders in many denominations.

To God’s Honor and Praise

We know that no Bible translation is perfect or final; but we also know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his honor and praise. So to our triune God and to his people we offer what we have done, with our prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have entrusted to us so momentous a task.



Soli Deo Gloria!To God alone be the glory!



The Translation Oversight Committee*

* A complete list of the Translation Oversight Committee, the Translation Review Scholars, and the Advisory Council, is available upon request from Crossway.

	


Explanation of Features Included in this Edition

This edition of the ESV Bible includes a number of valuable features to encourage the reading and study of the Bible. A brief description is provided below explaining the purpose and use of this editions’ features.

Section Headings

Section headings have been included throughout the text of this edition. While the headings are not part of the Bible text itself, they have been provided to help identify and locate important themes and topics throughout the Bible.

Cross-Reference System

This edition of the ESV Bible includes one of the most extensive and useful cross-reference systems available. The ESV cross-reference system is based on a comprehensive system developed more than a hundred years ago by a team of Bible scholars from Oxford and Cambridge Universities. As far as possible this system also included the cross-references used in the original King James Version of 1611. The resulting cross-reference system was first used in the English Revised Version (RV) and has been highly regarded around the world for its effectiveness in showing the internal interrelationship of the text throughout the Bible.

The cross-reference system as it appears in this edition of the ESV Bible has been adapted as needed from the RV system for use with the ESV text. In some cases, therefore, the specific wording of the reference passage may differ, although the underlying meaning and relationship to the referenced text is normally the same.

Because the ESV is an essentially literal, word-for-word translation, the ESV is especially suited for cross-reference study of key words and concepts throughout the Bible.

Using the ESV Cross-Reference System

An alphabetical superscript, preceding a word or phrase, is used to indicate each word or phrase that is cross-referenced. Numerical superscripts, however, which follow words or phrases, link to footnotes. See, for example, the word “psound8” in Titus 2:1, where the letter superscript “p” preceding the word is a link to the cross-reference, while the number superscript “8” is a link to the footnote.

Types of Cross-References

The ESV cross-reference system includes several types of cross-references, as illustrated here from Romans 3:34. These include:

(1) References to Specific Words or Phrases. References to words and phrases within the same chapter appear as, e.g., “ver. 7”; within the same book, as, e.g., “ch. 9:6”; in other books of the Bible, as, e.g., “Heb. 4:2.”

(2) Comparative References. These references direct the reader to passages with the same theme and are indicated by square brackets, e.g., “[ch. 9:6; 2 Tim. 2:13].” In this example the theme of God’s faithfulness as found in Rom. 3:3 is cross-referenced with the same theme found later in Rom. 9:6 and in 2 Tim. 2:13.

(3) Less Direct References. These references generally provide additional information or insight about a specific theme and are introduced with the word “See,” e.g., “See John 8:26.” In this example the reader is directed to John 8:26, where God is presented as a trustworthy judge, thereby illustrating the theme of God’s faithfulness as taught in Rom. 3:4.

(4) Quoted References. These references indicate the source for verses or phrases quoted from other places in the Bible, e.g., “Cited from Ps. 51:4.”

The notations “(Heb.)” and “(Gk.)” indicate that the reference is clearer in Hebrew or Greek than in English. “(Gk.)” in New Testament citations of the Old Testament indicates that the reference is most clear in the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Old Testament.

Footnotes

Several kinds of footnotes related to the ESV text are provided throughout the ESV Bible to assist the reader. These footnotes are indicated in the ESV text by a superscript number that follows the word or phrase to which the footnote applies (e.g., “Isaac2”). Superscript letters that precede a word (e.g., “cIsaac”) are used to indicate cross-references (see cross-reference explanation above).

The footnotes included in the ESV Bible are an integral part of the text and provide important information concerning the understanding and translation of the text. The footnotes fall mainly into four categories, as illustrated in the examples below.

Types of Footnotes

(1) Alternative Translations. Footnotes of this kind provide alternative translations for specific words or phrases when there is a strong possibility that such words or phrases could be translated in another way, such as: “Or keep awake” (see Matt. 26:38); and “Or down payment” (see Eph. 1:14). In such cases, the translation deemed to have the stronger support is in the text while other possible renderings are given in the note.

(2) Explanation of Greek and Hebrew Terms. Notes of this kind relate primarily to the meaning of specific Greek or Hebrew terms, as illustrated by the following examples:

(a) Notes about the meaning of names in the original languages, such as: “Isaac means he laughs” (see Gen. 17:19); and “Simeon sounds like the Hebrew for heard” (see Gen. 29:33).

(b) Notes that give the literal translation of a Greek or Hebrew word or phrase deemed too awkward to be used in the English text, such as: “Greek girding up the loins of your mind” (see 1 Pet. 1:13).

(c) Notes indicating that absolute certainty of the meaning of a word or phrase is not possible given our best understanding of the original language (e.g., Hebrew words occurring so infrequently in the Old Testament that their meaning cannot be determined with certainty). Such words are identified with a note stating that “The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain” (see, e.g., Josh. 17:11).

(d) Notes that indicate the specialized use of a Greek word, such as: “brothers,” translating the Greek word adelphoi (see, e.g., the extended note on Rom. 1:13, corresponding to the first occurrence of adelphoi in any New Testament book, and the abbreviated note, e.g., on Rom. 7:1, corresponding to subsequent occurrences of adelphoi in any New Testament book); and “sons,” translating the Greek word huioi (see, e.g., Rom. 8:14). See also the discussion of adelphoi and huioi in the preface.

(3) Other Explanatory Notes. Footnotes of this kind provide clarifying information as illustrated by the following examples:

(a) Notes clarifying additional meanings that may not otherwise be apparent in the text, such as: “Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Lev. 13.”

(b) Notes clarifying important grammatical points that would not otherwise be apparent in English, such as: “In Hebrew you is plural in verses 1-5” (see Gen. 3:1).

(c) Notes clarifying when the referent for a pronoun has been supplied in the English text, such as: “Greek he” (see, e.g., Mark 1:43).

(d) Notes giving English equivalents for weights, measures, and monetary values.

(4) Technical Translation Notes. Footnotes of this kind indicate how decisions have been made in the translation of difficult Hebrew and Greek passages. Such notes occasionally include technical terms. For an explanation of these terms the reader is referred to standard Bible study reference works. See further the section in the preface on “Textual Basis” for an explanation of the original-language texts used in the translation of the ESV Bible and how the translation of difficult passages has been resolved.

Abbreviations and Special Markings


	Abbreviations and Special Markings

	A.D.	in the year of our Lord

	a.k.a.	also known as

	A.M.	midnight to noon

	B.C.	before Christ

	c.	about, approximately

	cf.	compare

	ch., chs.	chapter, chapters

	contra.	contrast

	e.g.	for example

	Macc.	1 and 2 Maccabeestwo historical books in the noncanonical Apocrypha

	ms., mss.	manuscript, manuscripts

	NT	New Testament

	Or	An alternate translation justified by the Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek

	OT	Old Testament

	P.M.	noon to midnight

	v., vv.	verse, verses

	[ ]	In text, brackets indicate words probably not in the original writings

	[ ]	In margin, brackets indicate references to a name, place or thing similar to, but not identical with that in the text

	etc.	and so forth

	f., ff.	following verse, following verses

	i.e.	that is

	lit.,	literally

	LXX	Septuagintan ancient translation of the Old Testament into Greek

	Key to Parenthetical References

	( )	exact text
		 
	(cf.)	corroborative text

	(see)	amplifying/clarifying text

	(contra.)	contrasting text



	

Genesis

Genesis1 Genesis2 Genesis3 Genesis4 Genesis5 Genesis6 Genesis7 Genesis8 Genesis9 Genesis10 Genesis11 Genesis12 Genesis13 Genesis14 Genesis15 Genesis16 Genesis17 Genesis18 Genesis19 Genesis20 Genesis21 Genesis22 Genesis23 Genesis24 Genesis25 Genesis26 Genesis27 Genesis28 Genesis29 Genesis30 Genesis31 Genesis32 Genesis33 Genesis34 Genesis35 Genesis36 Genesis37 Genesis38 Genesis39 Genesis40 Genesis41 Genesis42 Genesis43 Genesis44 Genesis45 Genesis46 Genesis47 Genesis48 Genesis49 Genesis50 
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Genesis

The Creation of the World

 GENESIS 1 In the abeginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was bwithout form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

 3And God said, cLet there be light, and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

 6And God said, dLet there be an expanse[1] in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters. 7And God made[2] the expanse and eseparated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were fabove the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven.[3] And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

 9And God said, gLet the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear. And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth,[4] and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

 11And God said, hLet the earth sprout vegetation, plants[5] yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth. And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

 14And God said, Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for isigns and for jseasons,[6] and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth. And it was so. 16And God kmade the two great lightsthe greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the nightand the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to lrule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

 20And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds[7] fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens. 21So mGod created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying, nBe fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth. 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

 24And God said, Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kindslivestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds. And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

 26Then God said, oLet us make man[8] in our image, pafter our likeness. And qlet them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.

 27 So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

rmale and female he created them.

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, sBe fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth. 29And God said, Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. tYou shall have them for food. 30And uto every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food. And it was so. 31vAnd God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

 GENESIS 2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and wall the host of them. 2And xon the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman

 4 yThese are the generations

of the heavens and the earth when they were created,

in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.

 5When no zbush of the field[1] was yet in the land[2] and no small plant of the field had yet sprung upfor the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man ato work the ground, 6and a mist[3] was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground 7then the LORD God formed the man of bdust from the ground and cbreathed into his dnostrils the breath of life, and ethe man became a living creature. 8And the LORD God planted a fgarden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. gThe tree of life was in the midst of the garden, hand the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

 10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of iHavilah, where there is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the jTigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

 15The LORD God took the man kand put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil lyou shall not eat, for in the day that you eat[4] of it you mshall surely die.

 18Then the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; nI will make him a helper fit for[5] him. 19oNow out of the ground the LORD God had formed[6] every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and pbrought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam[7] there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So the LORD God caused a qdeep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made[8] into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said,

 This at last is rbone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called Woman,

because she was staken out of Man.[9]

 24tTherefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

The Fall

 GENESIS 3 Now uthe serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.

He said to the woman, Did God actually say, You[1] shall not eat of any tree in the garden? 2And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, vYou shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die. 4wBut the serpent said to the woman, You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,[2] she took of its fruit xand ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, yand he ate. 7zThen the eyes of both were opened, aand they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool[3] of the day, and the man and his wife bhid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, Where are you?[4] 10And he said, I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, cbecause I was naked, and I hid myself. 11He said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat? 12The man said, dThe woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate. 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, What is this that you have done? The woman said, eThe serpent deceived me, and I ate.

 14The LORD God said to the serpent,

 Because you have done this,

cursed are you above all livestock

and above all beasts of the field;

on your belly you shall go,

and fdust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring[5] and gher offspring;

hhe shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.

 16To the woman he said,

 I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;

iin pain you shall bring forth children.

jYour desire shall be for[6] your husband,

and he shall krule over you.

 17And to Adam he said,

 Because you have listened to the voice of your wife

and have eaten of the tree

lof which I commanded you,

You shall not eat of it,

mcursed is the ground because of you;

nin pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread,

till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;

ofor you are dust,

and pto dust you shall return.

 20The man called his wifes name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.[7] 21And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

 22Then the LORD God said, qBehold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand rand take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever 23therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden sto work the ground from which he was taken. 24He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the tcherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain and Abel

 GENESIS 4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, I have gotten[1] a man with the help of the LORD. 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of uthe fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of vthe firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD whad regard for Abel and his offering, 5but xfor Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7yIf you do well, will you not be accepted?[2] And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. zIts desire is for[3] you, but you must rule over it.

 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother.[4] And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and akilled him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, Where is Abel your brother? He said, bI do not know; am I my brothers keeper? 10And the LORD said, What have you done? The voice of your brothers blood cis crying to me from the ground. 11And now dyou are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brothers blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth. 13Cain said to the LORD, My epunishment is greater than I can bear.[5] 14Behold, fyou have driven me today away from the ground, and gfrom your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, hand whoever finds me will kill me. 15Then the LORD said to him, Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him isevenfold. And the LORD jput a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod,[6] east of Eden.

 17Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. 18To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21His brothers name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.

 23Lamech said to his wives:

 Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:

I have killed a man for wounding me,

a young man for striking me.

24 kIf Cains revenge is sevenfold,

then Lamechs is seventy-sevenfold.

 25And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, God has appointed[7] for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him. 26To lSeth also a son was born, and he called his name mEnosh. At that time people began nto call upon the name of the LORD.

Adams Descendants to Noah

 GENESIS 5 This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, ohe made him in the likeness of God. 2Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man[1] when they were created. 3When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and pnamed him Seth. 4qThe days of Adam after he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had other sons and daughters. 5Thus all the days that Adam lived were 930 years, rand he died.

 6When Seth had lived 105 years, she fathered Enosh. 7Seth lived after he fathered Enosh 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died.

 9When Enosh had lived 90 years, he fathered Kenan. 10Enosh lived after he fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons and daughters. 11Thus all the days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died.

 12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he fathered Mahalalel. 13Kenan lived after he fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 14Thus all the days of Kenan were 910 years, and he died.

 15When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he fathered Jared. 16Mahalalel lived after he fathered Jared 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 17Thus all the days of Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

 18When Jared had lived 162 years he fathered tEnoch. 19Jared lived after he fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20Thus all the days of Jared were 962 years, and he died.

 21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22Enoch uwalked with God[2] after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24Enoch uwalked with God, and he was not,[3] vfor God took him.

 25When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech. 26Methuselah lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 27Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died.

 28When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29and called his name Noah, saying, Out of the ground wthat the LORD has cursed, this one shall bring us relief[4] from our work and from the painful toil of our hands. 30Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and daughters. 31Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died.

 32After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered xShem, Ham, and yJapheth.

Increasing Corruption on Earth

 GENESIS 6 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, 2the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 3Then the LORD said, zMy Spirit shall not abide in[1] man forever, afor he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years. 4The Nephilim[2] were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown.

 5bThe LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every cintention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6And dthe LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it egrieved him to his heart. 7So the LORD said, I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them. 8But Noah ffound favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Noah and the Flood

 9These are the generations of Noah. gNoah was a righteous man, hblameless in his generation. Noah iwalked with God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

 11Now the earth was corrupt in Gods sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12And God jsaw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, kfor all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13And God said to Noah, lI have determined to make an end of all flesh,[3] for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.[4] Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits,[5] its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16Make a roof[6] for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17mFor behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18But nI will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons wives with you. 19And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them. 22oNoah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

 GENESIS 7 Then the LORD said to Noah, pGo into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that qyou are righteous before me in this generation. 2Take with you seven pairs of all rclean animals,[1] the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 3and seven pairs[2] of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4For in seven days sI will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, tand every living thing[3] that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground. 5uAnd Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.

 6Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons wives with him went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.

 11In the six hundredth year of Noahs life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the vfountains of the great deep burst forth, and wthe windows of the heavens were opened. 12And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noahs wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. 15They xwent into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in yas God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.

 17The flood zcontinued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits[4] deep. 21And aall flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 22Everything on the dry land bin whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only cNoah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

The Flood Subsides

 GENESIS 8 But God dremembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And eGod made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2fThe fountains of the deep and fthe windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 3and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end gof 150 days the waters had abated, 4and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of hArarat. 5And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

 6At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. 9But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. 10He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 12Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore.

 13In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15Then God said to Noah, 16Go out from the ark, iyou and your wife, and your sons and your sons wives with you. 17Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all fleshbirds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earththat they may swarm on the earth, and jbe fruitful and multiply on the earth. 18So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons wives with him. 19Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark.

Gods Covenant with Noah

 20Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21And when the LORD smelled kthe pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, I will never again lcurse[1] the ground because of man, for mthe intention of mans heart is evil from his youth. nNeither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22oWhile the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, pday and night, shall not cease.

 GENESIS 9 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, qBe fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2rThe fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3sEvery moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And tas I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4But you shall not eat flesh with its ulife, that is, its blood. 5And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: vfrom every beast I will require it and wfrom man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man.

 6 xWhoever sheds the blood of man,

by man shall his blood be shed,

yfor God made man in his own image.

 7And you,[1] be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.

 8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9Behold, zI establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11aI establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth. 12And God said, bThis is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set cmy bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15dI will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember ethe everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth. 17God said to Noah, This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.

Noahs Descendants

 18The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were fShem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) 19These three were the sons of Noah, and gfrom these the people of the whole earth were dispersed.[2]

 20Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard.[3] 21He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. 22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. 23Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward, and they did not see their fathers nakedness. 24When Noah awoke from his wine hand knew what his youngest son had done to him, 25he said,

 iCursed be Canaan;

ja servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.

 26He also said,

 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem;

and let Canaan be his servant.

27 May God enlarge Japheth,[4]

and let him dwell in the tents of Shem,

and let Canaan be his servant.

 28After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29All the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah

 GENESIS 10 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

 2kThe sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4The sons of Javan: Elishah, lTarshish, mKittim, and Dodanim. 5From these nthe coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations.

 6oThe sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.[1] 9He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD. 10The beginning of his kingdom was pBabel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in qthe land of Shinar. 11From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 13rEgypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom[2] the Philistines came), and sCaphtorim.

 15tCanaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 16and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed. 19And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

 21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, children were born. 22The usons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24Arpachshad fathered vShelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25wTo Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg,[3] for in his days the earth was divided, and his brothers name was Joktan. 26Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29xOphir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30The territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 31These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

 32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, yand from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.

The Tower of Babel

 GENESIS 11 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in zthe land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, aand bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower bwith its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth. 5And cthe LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6And the LORD said, Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, dlet us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one anothers speech. 8So ethe LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its name was called fBabel, because there the LORD confused[1] the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Shems Descendants

 10gThese are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

 12When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. 13And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

 14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 15And Shelah lived after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

 16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 17And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

 18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. 19And Peleg lived after he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

 20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 21And Reu lived after he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

 22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 23And Serug lived after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

 24When hNahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25And Nahor lived after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

 26When hTerah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Terahs Descendants

 27Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 28Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abrams wife was iSarai, and the name of Nahors wife, jMilcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

 31Terah ktook Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abrams wife, and they went forth together lfrom Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.

The Call of Abram

 GENESIS 12 Now mthe LORD said[1] to Abram, Go from your country[2] and your kindred and your fathers house to the land that I will show you. 2nAnd I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3oI will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and pin you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.[3]

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from qHaran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brothers son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram rpassed through the land to the place at Shechem, to sthe oak[4] of tMoreh. At that time uthe Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, vTo your offspring I will give this land. So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of wBethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

Abram and Sarai in Egypt

 10Now xthere was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, This is his wife. Then they ywill kill me, but they will let you live. 13Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake. 14When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaohs house. 16And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels.

 17But the LORD zafflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abrams wife. 18So Pharaoh called Abram and said, What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19Why did you say, She is my sister, so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go. 20And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.

Abram and Lot Separate

 GENESIS 13 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, ainto the Negeb.

 2bNow Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4to cthe place where he had made an altar at the first. And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD. 5And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6so that dthe land could not support both of them dwelling together; for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together, 7eand there was strife between the herdsmen of Abrams livestock and the herdsmen of Lots livestock. At that time fthe Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land.

 8Then Abram said to Lot, gLet there be no strife between you and me, and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, hfor we are kinsmen.[1] 9iIs not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left. 10And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the jJordan Valley was well watered everywhere like kthe garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of lZoar. (This was before the LORD mdestroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. 12Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13Now the men of Sodom nwere wicked, great sinners against the LORD.

 14The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, onorthward and southward and eastward and westward, 15for all the land that you see I will give pto you and qto your offspring forever. 16rI will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you. 18So Abram moved his tent and came and ssettled by the toaks[2] of Mamre, which uare at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.

Abram Rescues Lot

 GENESIS 14 In the days of Amraphel king of vShinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of wElam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2these kings made war with xBera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of yAdmah, Shemeber king of yZeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3And all these joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (zthat is, the Salt Sea). 4Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the aRephaim in bAshteroth-karnaim, the cZuzim in Ham, the dEmim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6and the eHorites in their hill country of Seir as far as fEl-paran on the border of the wilderness. 7Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, gKadesh) and defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were dwelling hin Hazazon-tamar.

 8Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 9with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10Now the Valley of Siddim was full of ibitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled jto the hill country. 11So the enemy took kall the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way. 12They also took Lot, lthe son of Abrams brother, mwho was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way.

 13Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, nwho was living by the ooaks[1] of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of Abram. 14When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men, pborn in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as qDan. 15And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16Then he brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot rwith his possessions, and the women and the people.

Abram Blessed by Melchizedek

 17After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the sKings Valley). 18And tMelchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was upriest of vGod Most High.) 19And he blessed him and said,

 wBlessed be Abram by God Most High,

xPossessor[2] of heaven and earth;

20 and blessed be God Most High,

who has delivered your enemies into your hand!

And Abram gave him ya tenth of everything. 21And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself. 22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, zI have lifted my hand[3] to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23that aI would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, I have made Abram rich. 24I will take nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let bAner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.

Gods Covenant with Abram

 GENESIS 15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: cFear not, Abram, I am dyour shield; your reward shall be very great. 2But Abram said, O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue[1] childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus? 3And Abram said, Behold, you have given me no offspring, and ea member of my household will be my heir. 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: This man shall not be your heir; fyour very own son[2] shall be your heir. 5And he brought him outside and said, Look toward heaven, and gnumber the stars, if you are able to number them. Then he said to him, hSo shall your offspring be. 6And ihe believed the LORD, and jhe counted it to him as righteousness.

 7And he said to him, I am the LORD who kbrought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans lto give you this land to possess. 8But he said, O Lord GOD, mhow am I to know that I shall possess it? 9He said to him, Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 10And he brought him all these, ncut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But ohe did not cut the birds in half. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

 12As the sun was going down, a pdeep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 13Then the LORD said to Abram, Know for certain qthat your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and rthey will be afflicted for sfour hundred years. 14But tI will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward uthey shall come out with great possessions. 15As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; vyou shall be buried in a good old age. 16And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for wthe iniquity of the Amorites xis not yet complete.

 17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, yTo your offspring I give[3] this land, from zthe river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.

Sarai and Hagar

 GENESIS 16 aNow Sarai, Abrams wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was bHagar. 2And Sarai said to Abram, Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children[1] by her. And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3So, after Abram chad lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abrams wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, dshe looked with contempt on her mistress.[2] 5And Sarai said to Abram, May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May ethe LORD judge between you and me! 6But Abram said to Sarai, Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please. Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.

 7The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to fShur. 8And he said, Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going? She said, I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai. 9The angel of the LORD said to her, Return to your mistress and submit to her. 10The angel of the LORD also said to her, gI will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude. 11And the angel of the LORD said to her,

 Behold, you are pregnant

and shall bear a son.

You shall call his name Ishmael,[3]

hbecause the LORD has listened to your affliction.

12 He shall be ia wild donkey of a man,

his hand against everyone

and everyones hand against him,

and he shall dwell jover against all his kinsmen.

 13So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You are a God of seeing,[4] for she said, kTruly here I have seen him who looks after me.[5] 14Therefore the well was called lBeer-lahai-roi;[6] it lies between mKadesh and Bered.

 15And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision

 GENESIS 17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, I am God Almighty;[1] walk before me, and be nblameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me and you, and omay multiply you greatly. 3Then Abram pfell on his face. And God said to him, 4Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be qthe father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram,[2] but ryour name shall be Abraham,[3] sfor I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make tyou into nations, and ukings shall come from you. 7And I will vestablish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, wto be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And xI will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and yI will be their God.

 9And God said to Abraham, As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a zsign of the covenant between me and you. 12He who is aeight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bbought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.

Isaacs Birth Promised

 15And God said to Abraham, As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah[4] shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will cgive[5] you a son by her. I will bless her, and dshe shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her. 17Then Abraham efell on his face fand laughed and said to himself, Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child? 18And Abraham said to God, Oh that Ishmael might live before you! 19God said, No, but gSarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name hIsaac.[6] I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and imultiply him greatly. He jshall father twelve princes, and kI will make him into a great nation. 21But lI will establish my covenant with Isaac, mwhom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.

 22When he had finished talking with him, nGod went up from Abraham. 23Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male among the men of Abrahams house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 27And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

 GENESIS 18 And the LORD appeared to him by the ooaks[1] of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. pWhen he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, O Lord,[2] if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a qlittle water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that ryou may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass onssince you have come to your servant. So they said, Do as you have said. 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, Quick! Three seahs[3] of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes. 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

 9They said to him, Where is Sarah your wife? And he said, She is tin the tent. 10The LORD said, I will surely return to you uabout this time next year, and vSarah your wife shall have a son. And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11Now wAbraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12xSo Sarah laughed to herself, saying, yAfter I am worn out, and zmy lord is old, shall I have pleasure? 13The LORD said to Abraham, Why did Sarah laugh and say, Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old? 14aIs anything too hard[4] for the LORD? bAt the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son. 15But Sarah denied it,[5] saying, I did not laugh, for she was afraid. He said, No, but you did laugh.

 16Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to set them on their way. 17The LORD said, cShall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be dblessed in him? 19For I have echosen[6] him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him. 20Then the LORD said, Because fthe outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21gI will go down to see whether they have done altogether[7] according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, hI will know.

Abraham Intercedes for Sodom

 22iSo the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham jstill stood before the LORD. 23Then Abraham drew near and said, kWill you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, lso that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! mShall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just? 26And the LORD said, nIf I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.

 27Abraham answered and said, oBehold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five? And he said, I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there. 29Again he spoke to him and said, Suppose forty are found there. He answered, For the sake of forty I will not do it. 30Then he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there. He answered, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 31He said, Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there. He answered, For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it. 32Then he said, pOh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there. He answered, For the sake of ten I will not destroy it. 33And the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

God Rescues Lot

 GENESIS 19 The qtwo angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2and said, My lords, rplease turn aside to your servants house and spend the night sand wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way. They said, tNo; we will spend the night in the town square. 3But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

 4But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house. 5uAnd they called to Lot, Where are the men who came to you tonight? vBring them out to us, that we wmay know them. 6Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7and said, I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8xBehold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof. 9But they said, Stand back! And they said, This fellow ycame to sojourn, and zhe has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them. Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew near to break the door down. 10But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut the door. 11And they struck with ablindness the men who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out groping for the door.

 12Then the men said to Lot, Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in the city, bbring them out of the place. 13For we are about to destroy this place, cbecause the outcry against its people has become great before the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it. 14So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, dUp! Get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city. But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.

 15As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city. 16But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, ethe LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 17And as they brought them out, one said, Escape for your life. fDo not look back or stop anywhere in the gvalley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away. 18And Lot said to them, Oh, no, my lords. 19Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape thereis it not a little one?and my life will be saved! 21He said to him, Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. 22Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there. Therefore the name of the city was called hZoar.[1]

God Destroys Sodom

 23The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24Then ithe LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. 25And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26But Lots wife, behind him, looked back, and she became ja pillar of salt.

 27And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had kstood before the LORD. 28And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.

 29So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God lremembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.

Lot and His Daughters

 30Now Lot went up out of Zoar and mlived in the hills with his two daughters, for he was afraid to live in Zoar. So he lived in a cave with his two daughters. 31And the firstborn said to the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to come in to us after the manner of all the earth. 32Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father. 33So they made their father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father. He did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

 34The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let us make him drink wine tonight also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father. 35So they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose. 36Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. 37The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab.[2] nHe is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38The younger also bore a son and called his name Ben-ammi.[3] oHe is the father of the Ammonites to this day.

Abraham and Abimelech

 GENESIS 20 From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived between pKadesh and Shur; and he qsojourned in rGerar. 2And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, sShe is my sister. And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3tBut God came to Abimelech uin a dream by night and said to him, Behold, you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a mans wife. 4Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, vLord, will you kill an innocent people? 5Did he not himself say to me, She is my sister? And she herself said, He is my brother. In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this. 6Then God said to him in the dream, Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning wagainst me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7Now then, return the mans wife, xfor he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you yand all who are yours.

 8So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things. And the men were very much afraid. 9Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be done. 10And Abimelech said to Abraham, What did you see, that you did this thing? 11Abraham said, I did it because I thought, zThere is no fear of God at all in this place, and athey will kill me because of my wife. 12Besides, bshe is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. 13And when cGod caused me to wander from my fathers house, I said to her, This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to which we come, dsay of me, He is my brother.

 14Then Abimelech etook sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and returned Sarah his wife to him. 15And Abimelech said, Behold, fmy land is before you; dwell where it pleases you. 16To Sarah he said, Behold, I have given gyour brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is ha sign of your innocence in the eyes of all[1] who are with you, and before everyone you are vindicated. 17Then iAbraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children. 18For the LORD jhad closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abrahams wife.

The Birth of Isaac

 GENESIS 21 The LORD kvisited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah las he had promised. 2And Sarah mconceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age nat the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, oIsaac.[1] 4And Abraham pcircumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, qas God had commanded him. 5rAbraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6And Sarah said, sGod has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me. 7And she said, Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? tYet I have borne him a son in his old age.

God Protects Hagar and Ishmael

 8And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9But Sarah usaw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, vlaughing.[2] 10So she said to Abraham, wCast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac. 11And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to Abraham, Be not displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for xthrough Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13And I will make ya nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring. 14So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness of zBeersheba.

 15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, Let me not look on the death of the child. And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation. 19Then aGod opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 20And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived in the wilderness band became an expert with the bow. 21He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

A Treaty with Abimelech

 22At that time cAbimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham, dGod is with you in all that you do. 23Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me or with my descendants or with my posterity, but eas I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me and with the land where you have sojourned. 24And Abraham said, I will swear.

 25When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelechs servants fhad seized, 26Abimelech said, I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I have not heard of it until today. 27So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men gmade a covenant. 28Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 29And Abimelech said to Abraham, What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs that you have set apart? 30He said, These seven ewe lambs you will take from my hand, that this[3] may be a witness for me that I dug this well. 31Therefore hthat place was called Beersheba,[4] because there both of them swore an oath. 32So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and icalled there on the name of the LORD, jthe Everlasting God. 34And Abraham sojourned many days in the land of the Philistines.

The Sacrifice of Isaac

 GENESIS 22 After these things kGod tested Abraham and said to him, Abraham! And he said, Here I am. 2He said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to lthe land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you. 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy[1] will go over there and worship and come again to you. 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and mlaid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, My father! And he said, Here I am, my son. He said, Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8Abraham said, nGod will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son. So they went both of them together.

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and olaid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, Abraham, Abraham! And he said, Here I am. 12He said, pDo not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for qnow I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me. 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, rThe LORD will provide;[2] as it is said to this day, On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.[3]

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, sBy myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring tas the stars of heaven and uas the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess vthe gate of his[4] enemies, 18and win your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, xbecause you have obeyed my voice. 19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to yBeersheba. And Abraham lived at yBeersheba.

 20Now after these things it was told to Abraham, Behold, zMilcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21aUz his firstborn, bBuz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel. 23(cBethuel fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abrahams brother. 24Moreover, his concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

Sarahs Death and Burial

 GENESIS 23 Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2And Sarah died at dKiriath-arba (that is, eHebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 3And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites,[1] 4fI am a sojourner and foreigner among you; ggive me property among you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. 5The Hittites answered Abraham, 6Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God[2] among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your dead. 7Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land. 8And he said to them, If you are willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me and entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me in your presence as property for a burying place.

 10Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who hwent in at the gate of his city, 11No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead. 12Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land. 13And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there. 14Ephron answered Abraham, 15My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred ishekels[3] of silver, what is that between you and me? Bury your dead. 16Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham jweighed out for Ephron the silver that he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights current among the merchants.

 17So kthe field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made over 18to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city. 19After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20The field and the cave that is in it lwere made over to Abraham as property for a burying place by the Hittites.

Isaac and Rebekah

 GENESIS 24 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the LORD mhad blessed Abraham in all things. 2And Abraham said to his servant, nthe oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he had, oPut your hand under my thigh, 3that I may make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that pyou will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4qbut will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac. 5The servant said to him, Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you came? 6Abraham said to him, See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7The LORD, the God of heaven, rwho took me from my fathers house and from the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore to me, sTo your offspring I will give this land, the will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then uyou will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there. 9So the servant vput his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter.

 10Then the servant took ten of his masters camels and departed, taking all sorts of choice gifts from his master; and he arose and went to wMesopotamia[1] to the city of Nahor. 11And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time when xwomen go out to draw water. 12And he said, O LORD, yGod of my master Abraham, zplease grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13Behold, aI am standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14Let the young woman to whom I shall say, Please let down your jar that I may drink, and who shall say, Drink, and I will water your camelslet her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant Isaac. bBy this[2] I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my master.

 15Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son of cMilcah, the wife of Nahor, Abrahams brother, came out with her water jar on her shoulder. 16The young woman dwas very attractive in appearance, a maiden[3] whom no man had known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. 17Then the servant ran to meet her and said, Please give me a little water to drink from your jar. 18She said, Drink, my lord. And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. 19When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking. 20So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw water, and she drew for all his camels. 21The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the LORD had prospered his journey or not.

 22When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel,[4] and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23and said, Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your fathers house for us to spend the night? 24She said to him, eI am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor. 25She added, We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend the night. 26fThe man bowed his head and worshiped the LORD 27and said, Blessed be the LORD, gthe God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken hhis steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the LORD ihas led me in the way to the house of my masters kinsmen. 28Then the young woman ran and told her mothers household about these things.

 29Rebekah had a brother whose name was jLaban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the spring. 30As soon as he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sisters arms, and heard the words of Rebekah his sister, Thus the man spoke to me, he went to the man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring. 31He said, Come in, kO blessed of the LORD. Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the camels. 32So the man came to the house and unharnessed the camels, and gave lstraw and fodder to the camels, and there was mwater to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33Then food was set before him to eat. But he said, I will not eat until I have said what I have to say. He said, Speak on.

 34So he said, I am Abrahams servant. 35The LORD nhas greatly blessed my master, and he has become great. He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and female servants, camels and donkeys. 36And Sarah my masters wife obore a son to my master when she was old, and pto him he has given all that he has. 37qMy master made me swear, saying, You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell, 38but you shall go to my fathers house and to my clan and take a wife for my son. 39I said to my master, Perhaps the woman will not follow me. 40But he said to me, The LORD, rbefore whom I have walked, will send his angel with you and sprosper your way. You shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my fathers house. 41Then you will be free from my oath, when you come to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.

 42I came today to the spring and said, tO LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you sare prospering the way that I go, 43behold, I am standing uby the spring of water. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to whom I shall say, Please give me a little water from your jar to drink, 44vand who will say to me, Drink, and I will draw for your camels also, let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my masters son.

 45Before I had finished wspeaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew water. I said to her, Please let me drink. 46She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said, Drink, and I will give your camels drink also. So I drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47Then I asked her, Whose daughter are you? She said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahors son, whom Milcah bore to him. xSo I put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48yThen I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD, tthe God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way[5] to take zthe daughter of my masters kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you are going to ashow steadfast love and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.

 50Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing has come from the LORD; we cannot bspeak to you bad or good. 51Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her be the wife of your masters son, cas the LORD has spoken.

 52When Abrahams servant heard their words, yhe bowed himself to the earth before the LORD. 53And the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother costly ornaments. 54And he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When they arose in the morning, he said, dSend me away to my master. 55Her brother and her mother said, Let the young woman remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go. 56But he said to them, Do not delay me, since the LORD has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my master. 57They said, Let us call the young woman and ask her. 58And they called Rebekah and said to her, Will you go with this man? She said, I will go. 59So they sent away Rebekah their sister and eher nurse, and Abrahams servant and his men. 60And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,

 Our sister, may you fbecome

thousands of ten thousands,

and gmay your offspring possess

the gate of those who hate him![6]

 61Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the camels and followed the man. Thus the servant took Rebekah and went his way.

 62Now Isaac had returned from hBeer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63And Isaac went out ito meditate in the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, there were camels coming. 64And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel 65and said to the servant, Who is that man, walking in the field to meet us? The servant said, It is my master. So she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was jcomforted after his mothers kdeath.

Abrahams Death and His Descendants

 GENESIS 25 Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2lShe bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 5mAbraham gave all he had to Isaac. 6But to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he nsent them away from his son Isaac, eastward oto the east country.

 7These are the days of the years of Abrahams life, 175 years. 8Abraham pbreathed his last and qdied in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. 9Isaac and Ishmael rhis sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10the field sthat Abraham purchased from the Hittites. tThere Abraham was buried, with Sarah his wife. 11After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at uBeer-lahai-roi.

 12These are the generations of Ishmael, Abrahams son, vwhom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarahs servant, bore to Abraham. 13wThese are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of their birth: xNebaioth, the firstborn of Ishmael; and xKedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15Hadad, yTema, zJetur, zNaphish, and Kedemah. 16These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages and by their encampments, atwelve princes according to their tribes. 17(These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years. He bbreathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people.) 18cThey settled from Havilah to dShur, which is opposite Egypt in the direction of Assyria. He settled[1] over against all his kinsmen.

The Birth of Esau and Jacob

 19These are the generations of Isaac, Abrahams son: eAbraham fathered Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, fthe daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of gPaddan-aram, hthe sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And ithe LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22The children struggled together within her, and she said, If it is thus, why is this happening to me?[2] So she went jto inquire of the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her,

 kTwo nations are in your womb,

and two peoples from within you[3] shall be divided;

lthe one shall be stronger than the other,

mthe older shall serve the younger.

 24When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25The first came out red, nall his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26Afterward his brother came out with ohis hand holding Esaus heel, so phis name was called Jacob.[4] Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

 27When the boys grew up, Esau was qa skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, rdwelling in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau because she ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Esau Sells His Birthright

 29Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. 30And Esau said to Jacob, Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted! (Therefore his name was called Edom.[5]) 31Jacob said, Sell me your birthright now. 32Esau said, I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me? 33Jacob said, Swear to me now. So he swore to him and tsold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

	

Gods Promise to Isaac

 GENESIS 26 Now there was a famine in the land, besides uthe former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to vAbimelech king of the wPhilistines. 2And the LORD appeared to him and said, Do not go down to Egypt; dwell xin the land of which I shall tell you. 3ySojourn in this land, and zI will be with you and will bless you, for ato you and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish bthe oath that I swore to Abraham your father. 4cI will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And din your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 5because eAbraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

Isaac and Abimelech

 6So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7When the men of the place asked him about his wife, fhe said, She is my sister, for ghe feared to say, My wife, thinking, lest the men of the place should kill me because of Rebekah, because hshe was attractive in appearance. 8When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out of a window and saw Isaac laughing with[1] Rebekah his wife. 9So Abimelech called Isaac and said, Behold, she is your wife. How then could you say, She is my sister? Isaac said to him, Because I thought, Lest I die because of her. 10Abimelech said, What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and iyou would have brought guilt upon us. 11So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.

 12And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The LORD jblessed him, 13and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very wealthy. 14He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines kenvied him. 15(Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells lthat his fathers servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16And Abimelech said to Isaac, Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.

 17So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 18And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And mhe gave them the names that his father had given them. 19But when Isaacs servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 20the herdsmen of Gerar nquarreled with Isaacs herdsmen, saying, The water is ours. So he called the name of the well Esek,[2] because they contended with him. 21Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.[3] 22And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth,[4] saying, For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.

 23From there he went up to Beersheba. 24And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, oI am the God of Abraham your father. pFear not, for qI am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abrahams sake. 25So he rbuilt an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD and pitched his tent there. And there Isaacs servants dug a well.

 26When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and sPhicol the commander of his army, 27Isaac said to them, Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and thave sent me away from you? 28They said, We see plainly that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, 29that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you away in peace. uYou are now the blessed of the LORD. 30So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31In the morning they rose early and vexchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, and they departed from him in peace. 32That same day Isaacs servants came and told him about the well that they had dug and said to him, We have found water. 33He called it Shibah;[5] therefore the name of the city is wBeersheba to this day.

 34When Esau was forty years old, he took xJudith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite to be his wife, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 35and ythey made life bitter[6] for Isaac and Rebekah.

Isaac Blesses Jacob

 GENESIS 27 When Isaac was old and zhis eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him, My son; and he answered, Here I am. 2He said, Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3aNow then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4and prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul bmay bless you before I die.

 5Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7Bring me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the LORD before I die. 8Now therefore, my son, cobey my voice as I command you. 9Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that I may prepare from them delicious food for your father, such as he loves. 10And you shall bring it to your father to eat, dso that he may bless you before he dies. 11But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, emy brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12Perhaps my father fwill feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring ga curse upon myself and not a blessing. 13His mother said to him, hLet your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring them to me.

 14So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared delicious food, such as his father loved. 15Then Rebekah took the ibest garments of Esau her older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16And the skins of the young goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17And she put the delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

 18So he went in to his father and said, My father. And he said, Here I am. Who are you, my son? 19Jacob said to his father, I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me. 20But Isaac said to his son, How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son? He answered, Because the LORD your God granted me success. 21Then Isaac said to Jacob, Please come near, that I jmay feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not. 22So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, The voice is Jacobs voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 23And he did not recognize him, because khis hands were hairy like his brother Esaus hands. lSo he blessed him. 24He said, Are you really my son Esau? He answered, I am. 25Then he said, Bring it near to me, mthat I may eat of my sons game and bless you. So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank.

 26Then his father Isaac said to him, Come near and kiss me, my son. 27So he came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments land blessed him and said,

 See, nthe smell of my son

is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed!

28 May God give you of othe dew of heaven

and of the fatness of the earth

and pplenty of grain and wine.

29 Let peoples serve you,

and nations qbow down to you.

rBe lord over your brothers,

and may your mothers sons bow down to you.

sCursed be everyone who curses you,

and blessed be everyone who blesses you!

 30As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31He also prepared delicious food and brought it to his father. And he said to his father, Let my father arise and eat of his sons game, that you may bless me. 32His father Isaac said to him, Who are you? He answered, I am your son, your firstborn, Esau. 33Then Isaac trembled very violently and said, Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed. 34As soon as Esau heard the words of his father, the cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father! 35But he said, Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing. 36Esau said, uIs he not rightly named Jacob?[1] For he has cheated me these two times. vHe took away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing. Then he said, Have you not reserved a blessing for me? 37Isaac answered and said to Esau, Behold, wI have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I have given to him for servants, and xwith grain and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son? 38Esau said to his father, Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father. And tEsau lifted up his voice and wept.

 39Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

 Behold, yaway from[2] the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be,

and away from[3] the dew of heaven on high.

40 By your sword you shall live,

and you zshall serve your brother;

but when you grow restless

ayou shall break his yoke from your neck.

 41Now Esau bhated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said to himself, cThe days of mourning for my father are approaching; dthen I will kill my brother Jacob. 42But the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and said to him, Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill you. 43Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran 44and stay with him a while, until your brothers fury turns away 45until your brothers anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?

 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, eI loathe my life because of the Hittite women.[4] fIf Jacob marries one of the Hittite women like these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be to me?

Jacob Sent to Laban

 GENESIS 28 Then Isaac called Jacob gand blessed him and directed him, fYou must not take a wife from the Canaanite women. 2hArise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of iBethuel your mothers father, and take as your wife from there one of the daughters of Laban your mothers brother. 3jGod Almighty[1] bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4May he give kthe blessing of Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, that you may take possession of lthe land of your sojournings that God gave to Abraham! 5Thus Isaac sent Jacob away. And he went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacobs and Esaus mother.

Esau Marries an Ishmaelite

 6Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he directed him, You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women, 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and gone to Paddan-aram. 8So when Esau saw mthat the Canaanite women did not please Isaac his father, 9Esau went to Ishmael and took as his wife, besides the wives he had, nMahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abrahams son, the sister of oNebaioth.

Jacobs Dream

 10Jacob left pBeersheba and went toward qHaran. 11And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12And he rdreamed, and behold, there was a ladder[2] set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, sthe angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13And behold, tthe LORD stood above it[3] and said, uI am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. vThe land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14Your offspring shall be like wthe dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and xyour offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15Behold, yI am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and zwill bring you back to this land. For I will anot leave you until I have done what I have promised you. 16Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, Surely the LORD is bin this place, and I did not know it. 17And he was afraid and said, How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

 18So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up cfor a pillar dand poured oil on the top of it. 19He called the name of that place eBethel,[4] but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20Then Jacob fmade a vow, saying, If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21gso that I come again to my fathers house in peace, hthen the LORD shall be my God, 22and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, ishall be Gods house. And jof all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.

Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

 GENESIS 29 Then Jacob went on his journey and came to kthe land of the people of the east. 2As he looked, he saw a well in the field, and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were watered. The stone on the wells mouth was large, 3and when all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place over the mouth of the well.

 4Jacob said to them, My brothers, where do you come from? They said, lWe are from Haran. 5He said to them, Do you know Laban the son of Nahor? They said, We know him. 6He said to them, Is it well with him? They said, It is well; and see, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep! 7He said, Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them. 8But they said, We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the mouth of the well; then we water the sheep.

 9While he was still speaking with them, mRachel came with her fathers sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 10Now as soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mothers brother, and the sheep of Laban his mothers brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the wells mouth and watered the flock of Laban his mothers brother. 11Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. 12And Jacob told Rachel that he was nher fathers kinsman, and that he was Rebekahs son, oand she ran and told her father.

 13As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sisters son, ohe ran to meet him and embraced him and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things, 14and Laban said to him, pSurely you are my bone and my flesh! And he stayed with him a month.

 15Then Laban said to Jacob, Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be? 16Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leahs eyes were weak,[1] but Rachel was beautiful in form and appearance. 18Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, qI will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel. 19Laban said, It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me. 20So Jacob qserved seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.

 21Then Jacob said to Laban, Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed. 22So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and rmade a feast. 23But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her. 24(Laban gave[2] shis female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.) 25And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me? 26Laban said, It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27tComplete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years. 28Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29(Laban gave uhis female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.) 30So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban vfor another seven years.

Jacobs Children

 31When the LORD saw that Leah was whated, xhe opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 32And Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben,[3] for she said, Because the LORD yhas looked upon my affliction; for now my husband will love me. 33She conceived again and bore a son, and said, Because the LORD has heard that I am hated, he has given me this son also. And she called his name Simeon.[4] 34Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, Now this time my husband will be zattached to me, because I have borne him three sons. Therefore his name was called Levi.[5] 35And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, This time I will praise the LORD. Therefore she called his name aJudah.[6] Then she ceased bearing.

 GENESIS 30 When Rachel saw that bshe bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, Give me children, or I shall die! 2Jacobs anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, Am I in the place of God, cwho has withheld from you the fruit of the womb? 3Then she said, Here is my servant dBilhah; go in to her, so that she may give birth eon my behalf,[1] that even I may have children[2] through her. 4So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 5And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 6Then Rachel said, God has fjudged me, and has also heard my voice and given me a son. Therefore she called his name Dan.[3] 7Rachels servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 8Then Rachel said, With mighty wrestlings[4] I have wrestled with my sister and have prevailed. So she called his name gNaphtali.[5]

 9When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she took her servant Zilpah and hgave her to Jacob as a wife. 10Then Leahs servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11And Leah said, iGood fortune has come! so she called his name iGad.[6] 12Leahs servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13And Leah said, Happy am I! For women jhave called me happy. So she called his name Asher.[7]

 14In the days of wheat harvest Reuben went and found kmandrakes in the field and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Please give me some of your sons mandrakes. 15But she said to her, Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my sons mandrakes also? Rachel said, Then he may lie with you tonight in exchange for your sons mandrakes. 16When Jacob came from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said, You must come in to me, for I have hired you with my sons mandrakes. So he lay with her that night. 17And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18Leah said, God has given me my wages because I gave my servant to my husband. So she called his name Issachar.[8]

 19And Leah conceived again, and she bore Jacob a sixth son. 20Then Leah said, God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will honor me, because I have borne him six sons. So she called his name lZebulun.[9] 21Afterward she bore a daughter and called her name Dinah.

 22Then God mremembered Rachel, and God listened to her and nopened her womb. 23She conceived and bore a son and said, God has taken away omy reproach. 24And she called his name Joseph,[10] saying, pMay the LORD add to me another son!

Jacobs Prosperity

 25As soon as Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my own home and country. 26Give me my wives and my children qfor whom I have served you, that I may go, for you know the service that I have given you. 27But Laban said to him, If I have found favor in your sight, I have learned by divination that[11] the LORD has blessed me because of you. 28rName your wages, and I will give it. 29Jacob said to him, sYou yourself know how I have served you, and how your livestock has fared with me. 30For you had little before I came, tand it has increased abundantly, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I turned. But now when shall I uprovide for my own household also? 31He said, What shall I give you? Jacob said, You shall not give me anything. If you will do this for me, I will again pasture your flock and keep it: 32let me pass through all your flock today, removing from it every speckled and spotted sheep and every black lamb, and the spotted and speckled among the goats, and vthey shall be my wages. 33So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come to look into my wages with you. Every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if found with me, shall be counted stolen. 34Laban said, Good! Let it be as you have said. 35But that day Laban removed the male goats that were striped and spotted, and all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had white on it, and every lamb that was black, and put them in the charge of his sons. 36And he set a distance of three days journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob pastured the rest of Labans flock.

 37Then wJacob took fresh sticks of poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled white streaks in them, exposing the white of the sticks. 38He set the sticks that he had peeled in front of the flocks in the troughs, that is, the xwatering places, where the flocks came to drink. And since they bred when they came to drink, 39the flocks bred in front of the sticks and so the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 40And Jacob separated the lambs and set the faces of the flocks toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban. He put his own droves apart and did not put them with Labans flock. 41Whenever the stronger of the flock were breeding, Jacob would lay the sticks in the troughs before the eyes of the flock, that they might breed among the sticks, 42but for the feebler of the flock he would not lay them there. So the feebler would be Labans, and the stronger Jacobs. 43Thus the man yincreased greatly and zhad large flocks, female servants and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

Jacob Flees from Laban

 GENESIS 31 Now Jacob heard that the sons of Laban were saying, Jacob has taken all that was our fathers, and from what was our fathers he has gained all this wealth. 2And Jacob saw athat Laban did not regard him with favor as before. 3Then the LORD said to Jacob, bReturn to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and I will be with you.

 4So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field where his flock was 5and said to them, cI see that your father does not regard me with favor as he did before. But the God of my father dhas been with me. 6eYou know that I have served your father with all my strength, 7yet your father has cheated me and changed my wages ften times. But God did not permit him to harm me. 8If he said, gThe spotted shall be your wages, then all the flock bore spotted; and if he said, The striped shall be your wages, then all the flock bore striped. 9Thus God has htaken away the livestock of your father and given them to me. 10In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream that the goats that mated with the flock were striped, spotted, and mottled. 11Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, Jacob, and I said, Here I am! 12And he said, Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats that mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for iI have seen all that Laban is doing to you. 13I am the God of Bethel, jwhere you anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. Now karise, go out from this land and return to the land of your kindred. 14Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him, Is there lany portion or inheritance left to us in our fathers house? 15Are we not regarded by him as foreigners? For mhe has sold us, and he has indeed devoured our money. 16All the wealth that God has taken away from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now then, whatever God has said to you, do.

 17So Jacob arose and set his sons and his wives on camels. 18He drove away all his livestock, all his property that he had gained, the livestock in his possession that he had acquired in nPaddan-aram, to go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac. 19Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel stole her fathers ohousehold gods. 20And Jacob tricked[1] Laban the Aramean, by not telling him that he intended to flee. 21He fled with all that he had and arose and crossed the pEuphrates,[2] and qset his face toward the hill country of Gilead.

 22When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, 23he took his kinsmen with him and pursued him for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. 24But God came to Laban the Aramean rin a dream by night and said to him, Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, seither good or bad.

 25And Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban with his kinsmen pitched tents in the hill country of Gilead. 26And Laban said to Jacob, What have you done, that you have ttricked me and driven away my daughters like captives of the sword? 27Why did you flee secretly tand trick me, and did not tell me, so that I might have sent you away with mirth and songs, with tambourine and lyre? 28And why did you not permit me uto kiss my sons and my daughters farewell? Now you have done foolishly. 29It is vin my power to do you harm. But the wGod of your[3] father spoke to me last night, saying, Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, xeither good or bad. 30And now you have gone away because you longed greatly for your fathers house, but why did you ysteal my gods? 31Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid, for I thought that you would take your daughters from me by force. 32zAnyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our kinsmen point out what I have that is yours, and take it. Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them.

 33So Laban went into Jacobs tent and into Leahs tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but he did not find them. And he went out of Leahs tent and entered Rachels. 34Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put them in the camels saddle and sat on them. Laban felt all about the tent, but did not find them. 35And she said to her father, Let not my lord be angry that I cannot arise before you, for the way of women is upon me. So he searched but did not find the household gods.

 36Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said to Laban, What is my offense? What is my sin, that you have hotly pursued me? 37For you have felt through all my goods; what have you found of all your household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and byour kinsmen, that they may decide between us two. 38These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. 39What was torn by wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. cFrom my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 41These twenty years I have been in your house. dI served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and eyou have changed my wages ten times. 42fIf the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the gFear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. hGod saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and irebuked you last night.

 43Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, The daughters are my daughters, the children are my children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day for these my daughters or for their children whom they have borne? 44Come now, jlet us make a covenant, you and I. kAnd let it be a witness between you and me. 45So Jacob ltook a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his kinsmen, Gather stones. And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the heap. 47Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha,[4] but Jacob called it Galeed.[5] 48Laban said, mThis heap is a witness between you and me today. Therefore he named it Galeed, 49nand Mizpah,[6] for he said, The LORD watch between you and me, when we are out of one anothers sight. 50If you oppress my daughters, or if you take wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see, oGod is witness between you and me.

 51Then Laban said to Jacob, See this heap and the pillar, which I have set between you and me. 52pThis heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass over this heap to you, and you will not pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm. 53The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us. So Jacob swore by the qFear of his father Isaac, 54and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill country and called rhis kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread and spent the night in the hill country.

 55[7] Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed shis grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned home.

Jacob Fears Esau

 GENESIS 32 Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2And when Jacob saw them he said, This is Gods tcamp! So he called the name of that place uMahanaim.[1]

 3And Jacob sent[2] messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of vSeir, the country of Edom, 4instructing them, Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, I have sojourned with Laban and stayed until now. 5I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female servants. I have sent to tell my lord, in order that wI may find favor in your sight.

 6And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother Esau, and xhe is coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with him. 7Then Jacob was ygreatly afraid and distressed. He divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two camps, 8thinking, If Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it, then the camp that is left will escape.

 9And Jacob said, zO God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O LORD who asaid to me, Return to your country and to your kindred, that I may do you good, 10bI am not worthy of the least of all the deeds of steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two camps. 11Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for cI fear him, that he may come and attack me, the mothers with the children. 12But dyou said, I will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.

 13So he stayed there that night, and from what he had with him he took ea present for his brother Esau, 14two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15thirty milking camels and their calves, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16These he handed over to his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, Pass on ahead of me and put a space between drove and drove. 17He instructed the first, When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, To whom do you belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead of you? 18then you shall say, They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a present sent to my lord Esau. And moreover, he is behind us. 19He likewise instructed the second and the third and all who followed the droves, You shall say the same thing to Esau when you find him, 20and you shall say, Moreover, your servant Jacob is behind us. For he thought, I may appease him[3] with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I shall see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.[4] 21So the present passed on ahead of him, and he himself stayed that night in the camp.

Jacob Wrestles with God

 22The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children,[5] and crossed the ford of the fJabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And ga man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacobs hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, Let me go, for the day has broken. But Jacob said, hI will not let you go unless you bless me. 27And he said to him, What is your name? And he said, Jacob. 28Then he said, iYour name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel,[6] for jyou have striven with God and kwith men, and have prevailed. 29Then Jacob asked him, Please tell me your name. But he said, lWhy is it that you ask my name? And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel,[7] saying, For mI have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered. 31The sun rose upon him as he passed nPenuel, limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacobs hip on the sinew of the thigh.

Jacob Meets Esau

 GENESIS 33 And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, oEsau was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two female servants. 2And he put the servants with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3He himself went on before them, pbowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

 4qBut Esau ran to meet him and embraced him rand fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 5And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, Who are these with you? Jacob said, sThe children whom God has graciously given your servant. 6Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and bowed down. 7Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8Esau said, What do you mean by tall this company[1] that I met? Jacob answered, uTo find favor in the sight of my lord. 9But Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself. 10Jacob said, No, please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept my present from my hand. vFor I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me. 11Please accept my wblessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. Thus he xurged him, and he took it.

 12Then Esau said, Let us journey on our way, and I will go ahead of[2] you. 13But Jacob said to him, My lord knows that the children are frail, and that the nursing flocks and herds are a care to me. If they are driven hard for one day, all the flocks will die. 14Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will lead on slowly, at the pace of the livestock that are ahead of me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord yin Seir.

 15So Esau said, Let me leave with you some of the people who are with me. But he said, What need is there? zLet me find favor in the sight of my lord. 16So Esau returned that day on his way to aSeir. 17But Jacob journeyed to bSuccoth, and built himself a house and made booths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.[3]

 18And Jacob came safely[4] to the city of cShechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from Paddan-aram, and he camped before the city. 19And from the sons of dHamor, Shechems father, ehe bought for a hundred pieces of money[5] the piece of land on which he had pitched his tent. 20There he erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.[6]

The Defiling of Dinah

 GENESIS 34 Now fDinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the women of the land. 2And when Shechem the son of gHamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he seized her and lay with her and humiliated her. 3And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob. He loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4So Shechem hspoke to his father Hamor, saying, Get me this girl for my wife.

 5Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob held his peace until they came. 6And Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7The sons of Jacob had come in from the field as soon as they heard of it, and the men were indignant and ivery angry, because he jhad done an outrageous thing in Israel by lying with Jacobs daughter, kfor such a thing must not be done.

 8But Hamor spoke with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longs for your[1] daughter. Please give her to him to be his wife. 9Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10You shall dwell with us, and lthe land shall be open to you. Dwell and mtrade in it, and nget property in it. 11Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, oLet me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give. 12Ask me for as great a pbride price[2] and gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say to me. Only give me the young woman to be my wife.

 13The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully, because he had defiled their sister Dinah. 14They said to them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for qthat would be a disgrace to us. 15Only on this condition will we agree with youthat you will become as we are by every male among you being circumcised. 16Then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and become one people. 17But if you will not listen to us and be circumcised, then we will take our daughter, and we will be gone.

 18Their words pleased Hamor and Hamors son Shechem. 19And the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he delighted in Jacobs daughter. Now rhe was the most honored of all his fathers house. 20So Hamor and his son Shechem scame to the gate of their city and spoke to the men of their city, saying, 21These men are at peace with us; let them dwell in the land and ttrade in it, for behold, the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22Only on this condition will the men agree to dwell with us to become one peoplewhen every male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 23Will not their livestock, their property and all their beasts be ours? Only let us agree with them, and they will dwell with us. 24And all who went out of the gate of his city listened to Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who uwent out of the gate of his city.

 25On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob, vSimeon and Levi, wDinahs brothers, took their swords and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the males. 26They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the sword and took Dinah out of Shechems house and went away. 27The sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28They took their flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and whatever was in the city and in the field. 29All their wealth, all their little ones and their wives, all that was in the houses, they captured and plundered.

 30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, xYou have brought trouble on me yby making me stink to the inhabitants of the land, zthe Canaanites and the Perizzites. aMy numbers are few, and if they gather themselves against me and attack me, I shall be destroyed, both I and my household. 31But they said, Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?

God Blesses and Renames Jacob

 GENESIS 35 God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to bBethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you cwhen you fled from your brother Esau. 2So Jacob said to his dhousehold and to all who were with him, Put away ethe foreign gods that are among you and fpurify yourselves and change your garments. 3Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God gwho answers me in the day of my distress and hhas been with me wherever I have gone. 4So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid them under ithe terebinth tree that was near Shechem.

 5And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6And Jacob came to jLuz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him, 7and there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel,[1] because kthere God had revealed himself to him when he fled from his brother. 8And lDeborah, Rebekahs nurse, died, and she was buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-bacuth.[2]

 9God appeared[3] to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10And God said to him, Your name is Jacob; mno longer shall your name be called Jacob, but nIsrael shall be your name. So he called his name Israel. 11And God said to him, oI am God Almighty:[4] be pfruitful and multiply. qA nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body.[5] 12rThe land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you. 13Then God swent up from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14And Jacob tset up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of stone. He poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. 15So Jacob called the name of the place where God had spoken with him uBethel.

The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

 16Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some distance[6] from Ephrath, Rachel went into labor, and she had hard labor. 17And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said to her, Do not fear, for vyou have another son. 18And as her soul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name Ben-oni;[7] wbut his father called him Benjamin.[8] 19So xRachel died, and she was buried on the way to yEphrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is zthe pillar of Rachels tomb, which is there to this day. 21Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.

 22While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and alay with Bilhah his fathers concubine. And Israel heard of it.

Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23The sons of Leah: bReuben (Jacobs firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 24The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25The sons of Bilhah, Rachels servant: Dan and Naphtali. 26The sons of Zilpah, Leahs servant: Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.

 27And Jacob came to his father Isaac at cMamre, or dKiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned. 28Now the days of Isaac were 180 years. 29And Isaac breathed his last, and he died eand was gathered to his people, old and full of days. And fhis sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Esaus Descendants

 GENESIS 36 These are the generations of Esau (that is, gEdom). 2Esau htook his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, iOholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter[1] of Zibeon the Hivite, 3and jBasemath, Ishmaels daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4And Adah bore to Esau, kEliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel; 5and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

 6Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his household, his livestock, all his beasts, and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went into a land away from his brother Jacob. 7lFor their possessions were too great for them to dwell together. mThe land of their sojournings could not support them because of their livestock. 8So Esau settled in nthe hill country of Seir. (oEsau is Edom.)

 9These are the generations of Esau the father of pthe Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 10These are the names of Esaus sons: qEliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 11The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12(Timna was a concubine of Eliphaz, Esaus son; she bore rAmalek to Eliphaz.) These are the sons of Adah, Esaus wife. 13These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the sons of Basemath, Esaus wife. 14These are the sons of sOholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esaus wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

 15These are tthe chiefs of the sons of Esau. uThe sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 17These are the sons of vReuel, Esaus son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Basemath, Esaus wife. 18These are the sons of wOholibamah, Esaus wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esaus wife. 19These are the sons of Esau (xthat is, Edom), and these are their chiefs.

 20yThese are the sons of zSeir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir in the land of Edom. 22The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotans sister was Timna. 23These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he pastured the donkeys of Zibeon his father. 25These are the children of Anah: Dishon and aOholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 27These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28These are the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29These are the chiefs of the Horites: the bchiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the land of Seir.

 31cThese are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king reigned over the Israelites. 32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, the name of his city being Dinhabah. 33Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 34Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 35Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his city being Avith. 36Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 37Samlah died, and Shaul of dRehoboth on the Euphrates[2] reigned in his place. 38Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place, the name of his city being Pau; his wifes name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab.

 40These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their dwelling places, by their names: the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41Oholibamah, Elah, ePinon, 42Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43Magdiel, and Iram; these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of fEdom), according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession.

Josephs Dreams

 GENESIS 37 Jacob lived in gthe land of his fathers sojournings, in the land of Canaan.

 2These are the generations of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his fathers wives. And Joseph brought ha bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was ithe son of his old age. And he made him ja robe of many colors.[1] 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.

 5Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. 6He said to them, Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, kmy sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and lbowed down to my sheaf. 8His brothers said to him, Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us? So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

 9Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me. 10But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and myour mother and your brothers indeed come nto bow ourselves to the ground before you? 11And ohis brothers were jealous of him, pbut his father kept the saying in mind.

Joseph Sold by His Brothers

 12Now his brothers went to pasture their fathers flock near qShechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them. And he said to him, Here I am. 14So he said to him, Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word. So he sent him from the Valley of rHebron, and he came to Shechem. 15And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked him, What are you seeking? 16I am seeking my brothers, he said. Tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock. 17And the man said, They have gone away, for I heard them say, Let us go to sDothan. So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at sDothan.

 18They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them tthey conspired against him to kill him. 19They said to one another, Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now, ulet us kill him and throw him into one of the pits.[2] Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams. 21But when vReuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, Let us not take his life. 22And Reuben said to them, Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on himwthat he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, xthe robe of many colors that he wore. 24And they took him and ythrew him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

 25Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a zcaravan of aIshmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing bgum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, What profit is it cif we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and dlet not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh. And his brothers listened to him. 28Then eMidianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and fsold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels[3] of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.

 29When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he gtore his clothes 30and returned to his brothers and said, The boy his gone, and I, where shall I go? 31Then they took iJosephs robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, This we have found; please identify whether it is your sons robe or not. 33And he identified it and said, It is my sons robe. jA fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces. 34Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. 35All his sons and all his daughters krose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, No, lI shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning. Thus his father wept for him. 36Meanwhile mthe Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, nthe captain of the guard.

Judah and Tamar

 GENESIS 38 It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and oturned aside to a certain pAdullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was qShua. He took her and went in to her, 3and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name rEr. 4She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his name rOnan. 5Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name rShelah. Judah[1] was in Chezib when she bore him.

 6And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7But Er, Judahs firstborn, swas wicked in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD put him to death. 8Then Judah said to Onan, Go in to tyour brothers wife and uperform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother. 9But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So whenever he went in to his brothers wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his brother. 10And what he did was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and he put him to death also. 11Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, vRemain a widow in your fathers house, till Shelah my son grows upfor he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and remained win her fathers house.

 12In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shuas daughter, died. When Judah xwas comforted, he went up to yTimnah to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13And when Tamar was told, Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep, 14she took off her widows garments zand covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and sat at the entrance to aEnaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown up, band she had not been given to him in marriage. 15When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16He turned to her at the roadside and said, Come, let me come in to you, for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, What will you give me, that you may come in to me? 17He answered, I will send you a young goat from the flock. And she said, If you give me a pledge, until you send it 18He said, What pledge shall I give you? She replied, cYour signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand. So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19Then she arose and went away, and taking off dher veil she put on the garments of her widowhood.

 20When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite to take back the pledge from the womans hand, he did not find her. 21And he asked the men of the place, Where is the cult prostitute[2] who was at eEnaim at the roadside? And they said, No cult prostitute has been here. 22So he returned to Judah and said, I have not found her. Also, the men of the place said, No cult prostitute has been here. 23And Judah replied, Let her keep the things as her own, or we shall be laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you did not find her.

 24About three months later Judah was told, Tamar your daughter-in-law fhas been immoral.[3] Moreover, she is pregnant by immorality.[4] And Judah said, Bring her out, and glet her be burned. 25As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant. And she said, Please identify whose these are, hthe signet and the cord and the staff. 26Then Judah identified them and said, iShe is more righteous than I, since jI did not give her to my son Shelah. And he did not know her again.

 27When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28And when she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, This one came out first. 29But as he drew back his hand, behold, his brother came out. And she said, What a breach you have made for yourself! Therefore his name was called kPerez.[5] 30Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was called kZerah.

Joseph and Potiphars Wife

 GENESIS 39 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and lPotiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, mhad bought him from the nIshmaelites who had brought him down there. 2oThe LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD pcaused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4So Joseph qfound favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house rand put him in charge of all that he had. 5From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptians house sfor Josephs sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 6So he left all that he had in Josephs charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but the food he ate.

Now Joseph was thandsome in form and appearance. 7And after a time his masters wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, Lie with me. 8But he refused and said to his masters wife, Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and uhe has put everything that he has in my charge. 9He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and vsin against God? 10And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he wwould not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her.

 11But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was there in the house, 12xshe caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me. But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14she called to the men of her household and said to them, See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house. 16Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17and she told him the same story, saying, The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.

 19As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, This is the way your servant treated me, his anger was kindled. 20And Josephs master took him and yput him into the zprison, the place where the kings prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21But athe LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love band gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22And the keeper of the prison cput Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Josephs charge, because dthe LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.

Joseph Interprets Two Prisoners Dreams

 GENESIS 40 Some time after this, the ecupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker committed an offense against their lord the king of Egypt. 2And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3fand he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison where Joseph was confined. 4The captain of the guard appointed Joseph to be with them, and he attended them. They continued for some time in custody.

 5And one night they both dreamedthe cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prisoneach his own dream, and each dream with its own interpretation. 6When Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that they were troubled. 7So he asked Pharaohs officers who were with him in custody in his masters house, gWhy are your faces downcast today? 8They said to him, hWe have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret them. And Joseph said to them, iDo not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me.

 9So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, In my dream there was a vine before me, 10and on the vine there were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and the clusters ripened into grapes. 11Pharaohs cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaohs cup and placed the cup in Pharaohs hand. 12Then Joseph said to him, jThis is its interpretation: kthe three branches are three days. 13In three days Pharaoh will llift up your head and restore you to your office, and you shall place Pharaohs cup in his hand as formerly, when you were his cupbearer. 14Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. 15For mI was indeed stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and nhere also I have done nothing that they should put me into the pit.

 16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said to Joseph, I also had a dream: there were three cake baskets on my head, 17and in the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the basket on my head. 18And Joseph answered and said, oThis is its interpretation: the three baskets are three days. 19pIn three days Pharaoh will lift up your headfrom you!and qhang you on a tree. And the birds will eat the flesh from you.

 20On the third day, which was Pharaohs rbirthday, he made a feast for all his servants and slifted up the head of the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker among his servants. 21tHe restored the chief cupbearer to his position, and uhe placed the cup in Pharaohs hand. 22But he vhanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.

Joseph Interprets Pharaohs Dreams

 GENESIS 41 After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, 2and behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass. 3And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 4And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 5And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk. 6And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and wblighted by the east wind. 7And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 8So in the morning xhis spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the ymagicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could interpret them to Pharaoh.

 9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, I remember my offenses today. 10When Pharaoh was zangry with his servants aand put me and the chief baker in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, 11bwe dreamed on the same night, he and I, each having a dream with its own interpretation. 12A young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, che interpreted our dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream. 13And das he interpreted to us, so it came about. I was restored to my office, and the baker was hanged.

 14eThen Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they fquickly brought him gout of the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. hI have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it. 16Joseph answered Pharaoh, iIt is not in me; jGod will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.[1] 17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, Behold, kin my dream I was standing on the banks of the Nile. 18Seven cows, plump and attractive, came up out of the Nile and fed in the reed grass. 19Seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen in all the land of Egypt. 20And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first seven plump cows, 21but when they had eaten them no one would have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as at the beginning. Then I awoke. 22I also saw in my dream seven ears growing on one stalk, full and good. 23Seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them, 24and the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. And lI told it to the magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me.

 25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, The dreams of Pharaoh are one; mGod has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. 27The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also nseven years of famine. 28It is as I told Pharaoh; oGod has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29There will come pseven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 30but after them there will arise qseven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. rThe famine will consume the land, 31and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 32And the doubling of Pharaohs dream means that the sthing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. 33Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land[2] of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 35And tlet them gather all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. 36That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.

Joseph Rises to Power

 37This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38And Pharaoh said to his servants, Can we find a man like this, uin whom is the Spirit of God?[3] 39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40vYou shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command.[4] Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you. 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, wI have set you over all the land of Egypt. 42Then Pharaoh xtook his signet ring from his hand and put it on Josephs hand, and yclothed him in garments of fine linen zand put a gold chain about his neck. 43And he made him ride in his second chariot. aAnd they called out before him, Bow the knee![5] Thus he set him bover all the land of Egypt. 44Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and cwithout your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. 45And Pharaoh called Josephs name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

 46Joseph was thirty years old when he dentered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. 47During the seven plentiful years the earth produced abundantly, 48and he gathered up all the food of these seven years, which occurred in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities. He put in every city the food from the fields around it. 49And Joseph stored up grain in great abundance, elike the sand of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, for it could not be measured.

 50Before the year of famine came, ftwo sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. 51Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. For, he said, God has made me forget all my hardship and all my fathers house.[6] 52The name of the second he called Ephraim, For God has gmade me fruitful in the land of my affliction.[7]

 53The seven years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, 54and hthe seven years of famine began to come, ias Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.

 56So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses[8] and jsold to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 57Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe kover all the earth.

Josephs Brothers Go to Egypt

 GENESIS 42 When lJacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, Why do you look at one another? 2And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may mlive and not die. 3So ten of Josephs brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send Benjamin, nJosephs brother, with his brothers, for ohe feared that harm might happen to him. 5Thus the sons of Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the famine was in the land of Canaan.

 6Now Joseph was governor pover the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Josephs brothers came and qbowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 7Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and rspoke roughly to them. Where do you come from? he said. They said, From the land of Canaan, to buy food. 8And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9And Joseph sremembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. tAnd he said to them, You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land. 10They said to him, No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11We are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.

 12He said to them, No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see. 13And they said, We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one uis no more. 14But Joseph said to them, It is as I said to you. You are spies. 15By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16Send one of you, and let him bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies. 17And he put them all together in custody for three days.

 18On the third day Joseph said to them, Do this and you will live, vfor I fear God: 19if you are honest men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and carry wgrain for the famine of your households, 20and xbring your youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not die. And they did so. 21Then they said to one another, yIn truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us. 22And Reuben answered them, zDid I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now athere comes a reckoning for his blood. 23They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an interpreter between them. 24Then he turned away from them and bwept. And he returned to them and spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 25cAnd Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every mans money in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them.

 26Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27And as done of them opened his sack to give his donkey fodder at ethe lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. 28He said to his brothers, My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth of my sack! At this their hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, saying, What is this that God has done to us?

 29When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them, saying, 30The man, the lord of the land, fspoke roughly to us and took us to be spies of the land. 31But we said to him, We are honest men; we have never been spies. 32We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One gis no more, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. 33Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, hBy this I shall know that you are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and take igrain for the famine of your households, and go your way. 34Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies but honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall jtrade in the land.

 35kAs they emptied their sacks, behold, every mans bundle of money was in his sack. And when they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid. 36And Jacob their father said to them, You have lbereaved me of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this has come against me. 37Then Reuben said to his father, Kill mmy two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you. 38But he said, My son shall not go down with you, for nhis brother is dead, and he is the only one left. oIf harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to make, pyou would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.

Josephs Brothers Return to Egypt

 GENESIS 43 Now the famine was qsevere in the land. 2And when they had eaten the grain that they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, Go again, buy us a little food. 3But Judah said to him, The man solemnly warned us, saying, You shall not see my face unless your rbrother is with you. 4If you will send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. 5But if you will not send him, we will not go down, for the man said to us, You shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you. 6Israel said, Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that you had another brother? 7They replied, The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our kindred, saying, Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother? What we told him was in answer to these questions. Could we in any way know that he would say, Bring your brother down? 8And Judah said to Israel his father, Send the boy with me, and we will arise and go, that we may slive and not die, both we and you and also our little ones. 9I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. tIf I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10If we had not delayed, we would now have returned twice.

 11Then their father Israel said to them, If it must be so, then do this: take some of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the man, a little ubalm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12Take double the money with you. Carry back with you the money vthat was returned in the mouth of your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13Take also your brother, and arise, go again to the man. 14May wGod Almighty[1] xgrant you mercy before the man, and may he send back your other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, yif I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.

 15So the men took this present, and they took double the money with them, and Benjamin. They arose and went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph.

 16When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the zsteward of his house, Bring the men into the house, and slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men are to dine with me at noon. 17The man did as Joseph told him and brought the men to Josephs house. 18And the men were afraid because they were brought to Josephs house, and they said, It is because of the money, which was replaced in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may assault us and fall upon us to make us servants and seize our donkeys. 19So they went up to the steward of Josephs house and spoke with him at the door of the house, 20and said, aOh, my lord, bwe came down the first time to buy food. 21And cwhen we came to the lodging place we opened our sacks, and there was each mans money in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight. So we have brought it again with us, 22and we have brought other money down with us to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks. 23He replied, Peace to you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has put treasure in your sacks for you. I received your money. Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24And when the man had brought the men into Josephs house and dgiven them water, and they had washed their feet, and when he had given their donkeys fodder, 25they prepared ethe present for Josephs coming at noon, for they heard that they should eat bread there.

 26When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the present that they had with them and fbowed down to him to the ground. 27And he inquired about their welfare and said, Is your father well, the old man gof whom you spoke? Is he still alive? 28They said, Your servant our father is well; he is still alive. And they hbowed their heads and prostrated themselves. 29And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, ihis mothers son, and said, Is this your youngest brother, gof whom you spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son! 30Then Joseph hurried out, for jhis compassion grew warm for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he entered his chamber and kwept there. 31Then he washed his face and came out. And lcontrolling himself he said, Serve the food. 32They served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because the Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is man abomination to the Egyptians. 33And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth. And the men looked at one another in amazement. 34nPortions were taken to them from Josephs table, but Benjamins portion was ofive times as much as any of theirs. And they drank and were merry[2] with him.

Joseph Tests His Brothers

 GENESIS 44 Then he commanded pthe steward of his house, qFill the mens sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each mans money in the mouth of his sack, 2and put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, with his money for the grain. And he did as Joseph told him.

 3As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away with their donkeys. 4They had gone only a short distance from the city. Now Joseph said to his rsteward, Up, follow after the men, and when you overtake them, say to them, Why have you repaid evil for good?[1] 5Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and sby this that he practices divination? You have done evil in doing this.

 6When he overtook them, he spoke to them these words. 7They said to him, Why does my lord speak such words as these? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 8Behold, tthe money that we found in the mouths of our sacks we brought back to you from the land of Canaan. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lords house? 9uWhichever of your servants is found with it shall die, and we also will be vmy lords servants. 10He said, Let it be as you say: he who is found with it shall be my servant, and the rest of you shall be innocent. 11Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground, and each man opened his sack. 12And he searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamins sack. 13Then they wtore their clothes, and every man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city.

 14When Judah and his brothers came to Josephs house, he was still there. They xfell before him to the ground. 15Joseph said to them, What deed is this that you have done? Do you not know that a man like me ycan indeed practice divination? 16And Judah said, What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has found out zthe guilt of your servants; behold, we are amy lords servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found. 17But he said, Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was found shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father.

 18Then Judah went up to him and said, bOh, my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lords ears, and clet not your anger burn against your servant, for dyou are like Pharaoh himself. 19My lord asked his servants, saying, Have you a father, or a brother? 20And we said to my lord, We have a father, an old man, eand a young brother, fthe child of his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mothers children, and his father loves him. 21Then you said to your servants, gBring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on him. 22We said to my lord, The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father, hhis father would die. 23Then you said to your servants, iUnless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face again.

 24When we went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 25And when jour father said, Go again, buy us a little food, 26we said, We cannot go down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the mans face unless our youngest brother is with us. 27Then your servant my father said to us, You know that my wife bore me ktwo sons. 28One left me, and I said, lSurely he has been torn to pieces, and I have never seen him since. 29If you mtake this one also from me, nand harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.

 30Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up in the boys life, 31as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 32For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father, saying, oIf I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father all my life. 33Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father.

Joseph Provides for His Brothers and Family

 GENESIS 45 Then Joseph could not pcontrol himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, Make everyone go out from me. So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3And Joseph said to his brothers, qI am Joseph! Is my father still alive? But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

 4So Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me, please. And they came near. And he said, I am your brother, Joseph, rwhom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, sfor God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are tyet five years in which there will be neither uplowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and vruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10wYou shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your childrens children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11xThere I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty. 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is ymy mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and zbring my father down here. 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamins neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.

 16When the report was heard in Pharaohs house, Josephs brothers have come, it pleased Pharaoh and his servants. 17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Say to your brothers, Do this: load your beasts and go back to the land of Canaan, 18and take your father and your households, and come to me, and aI will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land. 19And you, Joseph, are commanded to say, Do this: take bwagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 20Have no concern for[1] your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.

 21The sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them bwagons, according to the command of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the journey. 22To each and all of them he gave ca change of clothes, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels[2] of silver and dfive changes of clothes. 23To his father he sent as follows: ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his father on the journey. 24Then he sent his brothers away, and as they departed, he said to them, eDo not quarrel on the way.

 25So they went up out of Egypt and came to the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. 26And they told him, Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt. And his heart became numb, for he did not believe them. 27But when they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw fthe wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.

Joseph Brings His Family to Egypt

 GENESIS 46 So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to gBeersheba, and offered sacrifices hto the God of his father Isaac. 2And God spoke to Israel iin visions of the night and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here I am. 3Then he said, I am God, jthe God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will kmake you into a great nation. 4I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also lbring you up again, and mJosephs hand shall close your eyes.

 5Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons nthat Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and ocame into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7his sons, and his sons sons with him, his daughters, and his sons daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.

 8pNow qthese are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons. rReuben, Jacobs firstborn, 9and the sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 10The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman. 11The sons of sLevi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12The sons of tJudah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but uEr and Onan died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of vPerez were Hezron and Hamul. 13wThe sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Yob, and Shimron. 14The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15These are the sons of Leah, xwhom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together with his daughter Dinah; altogether his sons and his daughters numbered thirty-three.

 16The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17yThe sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah their sister. And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 18zThese are the sons of Zilpah, awhom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacobsixteen persons.

 19The sons of Rachel, Jacobs wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 20And bto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of cOn, bore to him. 21And dthe sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 22These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacobfourteen persons in all.

 23The son[1] of Dan: Hushim. 24eThe sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25fThese are the sons of Bilhah, gwhom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and these she bore to Jacobseven persons in all.

 26All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his own descendants, not including Jacobs sons wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two. hAll the persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy.

Jacob and Joseph Reunited

 28He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and they came iinto the land of Goshen. 29Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He presented himself to him and jfell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. 30Israel said to Joseph, kNow let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive. 31Joseph said to his brothers and to his fathers household, lI will go up and tell Pharaoh and will say to him, My brothers and my fathers household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 32mAnd the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have. 33When Pharaoh calls you and says, mWhat is your occupation? 34you shall say, mYour servants have been keepers of livestock nfrom our youth even until now, both we and our fathers, in order that you may dwell oin the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is pan abomination to the Egyptians.

Jacobs Family Settles in Goshen

 GENESIS 47 So Joseph qwent in and told Pharaoh, My father and my brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan. They are now in rthe land of Goshen. 2And from among his brothers he took five men and spresented them to Pharaoh. 3Pharaoh said to his brothers, tWhat is your occupation? And they said to Pharaoh, uYour servants are shepherds, as our fathers were. 4They said to Pharaoh, vWe have come to sojourn in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please let your servants dwell win the land of Goshen. 5Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers xin the best of the land. yLet them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any zable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.

 7Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, aand Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8And Pharaoh said to Jacob, How many are the days of the years of your life? 9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, The days of the years of my bsojourning are 130 years. cFew and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and dthey have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their bsojourning. 10And Jacob eblessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. 11Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of fRameses, gas Pharaoh had commanded. 12And Joseph hprovided his father, his brothers, and all his fathers household with food, according to the number of their dependents.

Joseph and the Famine

 13Now there was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished by reason of the famine. 14iAnd Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, in exchange for the grain that they bought. And Joseph brought the money into Pharaohs house. 15And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, Give us food. jWhy should we die before your eyes? For our money is gone. 16And Joseph answered, Give your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock, if your money is gone. 17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the donkeys. He supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that year. 18And when that year was ended, they came to him the following year and said to him, We will not hide from my lord that our money is all spent. The herds of livestock are my lords. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our land. 19Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? kBuy us and our land for food, and we with our land will be servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed that we may live and not die, and that the land may not be desolate.

 20So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold their fields, because the famine was severe on them. The land became Pharaohs. 21As for the people, he made servants of them[1] from one end of Egypt to the other. 22lOnly the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a fixed allowance from Pharaoh and lived on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their land.

 23Then Joseph said to the people, Behold, I have this day bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 24And at the harvests you shall give a mfifth to Pharaoh, and four fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and as food for yourselves and your households, and as food for your little ones. 25And they said, You have saved our lives; nmay it please my lord, we will be servants to Pharaoh. 26So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt, and it stands to this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; othe land of the priests alone did not become Pharaohs.

 27Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, pin the land of Goshen. qAnd they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 28And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. rSo the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were 147 years.

 29And swhen the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, If now tI have found favor in your sight, uput your hand under my thigh and vpromise to deal kindly and truly with me. wDo not bury me in Egypt, 30but let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and xbury me in their burying place. He answered, I will do as you have said. 31And he said, Swear to me; and he swore to him. Then yIsrael bowed himself upon the head of his bed.[2]

Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh

 GENESIS 48 After this, Joseph was told, Behold, your father is ill. So he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2And it was told to Jacob, Your son Joseph has come to you. Then Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed. 3And Jacob said to Joseph, zGod Almighty[1] appeared to me at aLuz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4and said to me, Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your offspring after you bfor an everlasting possession. 5And now your ctwo sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, dare mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 6And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7As for me, when I came from Paddan, to my sorrow eRachel died in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was still some distance[2] to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).

 8When Israel saw Josephs sons, he said, Who are these? 9Joseph said to his father, fThey are my sons, whom God has given me here. And he said, Bring them to me, please, that gI may bless them. 10Now hthe eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. So Joseph brought them near him, iand he kissed them and embraced them. 11And Israel said to Joseph, jI never expected to see your face; and behold, God has let me see your offspring also. 12Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 13And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israels left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israels right hand, and brought them near him. 14kAnd Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on the head of Manasseh, lcrossing his hands (for Manasseh was the firstborn). 15And he blessed Joseph and said,

 The God mbefore whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,

the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day,

16 nthe angel who has oredeemed me from all evil, bless the boys;

and in them let pmy name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;

and let them qgrow into a multitude[3] in the midst of the earth.

 17When Joseph saw that his father rlaid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, and he took his fathers hand to move it from Ephraims head to Manassehs head. 18And Joseph said to his father, Not this way, my father; since this one is the firstborn, put your right hand on his head. 19But his father refused and said, rI know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great. Nevertheless, shis younger brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude[4] of nations. 20So he blessed them that day, saying,

 By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying,

tGod make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.

Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21Then Israel said to Joseph, Behold, I am about to die, but uGod will be with you and will bring you again to the land of your fathers. 22Moreover, I have given to vyou rather than to your brothers one mountain slope[5] that I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with my bow.

Jacob Blesses His Sons

 GENESIS 49 wThen Jacob called his sons and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall happen to you xin days to come.

 2 Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob,

listen to Israel your father.

 3 Reuben, you are ymy firstborn,

my might, and the zfirstfruits of my strength,

preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.

4 Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence,

because you awent up to your fathers bed;

then you defiled ithe went up to my couch!

 5 bSimeon and Levi are brothers;

weapons cof violence are their swords.

6 Let my soul come not into their council;

dO my glory, ebe not joined to their company.

For in their anger they killed men,

and in their willfulness they fhamstrung oxen.

7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce,

and their wrath, for it is cruel!

I will gdivide them in Jacob

and scatter them in Israel.

 8 Judah, hyour brothers shall praise you;

iyour hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;

jyour fathers sons shall bow down before you.

9 Judah is ka lions cub;

from the prey, my son, you have gone up.

lHe stooped down; he crouched as a lion

and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?

10 The mscepter shall not depart from Judah,

nor the rulers staff nfrom between his feet,

until tribute comes to him;[1]

and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

11 Binding his foal to the vine

and his donkeys colt to the choice vine,

he has washed his garments in wine

and his vesture in the blood of grapes.

12 His oeyes are darker than wine,

and his teeth whiter than milk.

 13 pZebulun shall dwell at the qshore of the sea;

he shall become a haven for ships,

and his border shall be at Sidon.

 14 rIssachar is a strong donkey,

crouching between the sheepfolds.[2]

15 He saw that a resting place was good,

and that the land was pleasant,

so he bowed his shoulder to bear,

and sbecame a servant at forced labor.

 16 tDan shall ujudge his people

as one of the tribes of Israel.

17 Dan vshall be a serpent in the way,

a viper by the path,

that bites the horses heels

so that his rider falls backward.

18 I wwait for your salvation, O LORD.

 19 xRaiders shall raid yGad,[3]

but he shall raid at their heels.

 20 zAshers food shall be rich,

and he shall yield royal delicacies.

 21 aNaphtali is a doe let loose

that bears beautiful fawns.[4]

 22 Joseph is ba fruitful bough,

a fruitful bough by a spring;

his branches run over the wall.[5]

23 The archers cbitterly attacked him,

shot at him, and harassed him severely,

24 yet dhis bow remained unmoved;

his arms[6] were made agile

by the hands of the eMighty One of Jacob

(from there is fthe Shepherd,[7] gthe Stone of Israel),

25 hby the God of your father who will help you,

by ithe Almighty[8] jwho will bless you

with blessings of heaven above,

blessings of the deep that crouches beneath,

blessings of the breasts and of the womb.

26 The blessings of your father

are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents,

up to the bounties kof the everlasting hills.[9]

May they be lon the head of Joseph,

and on the brow of him who was set apart from his brothers.

 27 mBenjamin is a ravenous wolf,

in the morning devouring the prey

and at evening ndividing the spoil.

Jacobs Death and Burial

 28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father said to them as he blessed them, blessing each with the blessing suitable to him. 29Then he commanded them and said to them, I am to be ogathered to my people; pbury me with my fathers qin the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30in the cave that is in the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, in the land of Canaan, rwhich Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 31sThere they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife. There tthey buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah 32the field and the cave that is in it were bought from the Hittites. 33When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he drew up his feet into the bed and breathed his last and uwas gathered to his people.

 GENESIS 50 Then Joseph vfell on his fathers face and wept over him and kissed him. 2And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to wembalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. 3Forty days were required for it, for that is how many are required for embalming. And the Egyptians xwept for him seventy days.

 4And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, yIf now I have found favor in your eyes, please speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5My father made me swear, saying, I am about to die: in my tomb zthat I hewed out for myself in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury me. Now therefore, let me please go up and bury my father. Then I will return. 6And Pharaoh answered, Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear. 7So Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8as well as all the household of Joseph, his brothers, and his fathers household. Only their children, their flocks, and their herds were left ain the land of Goshen. 9And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen. It was a very great company. 10When they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, bthey lamented there with a very great and grievous lamentation, and he cmade a mourning for his father seven days. 11When the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning on the threshing floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning by the Egyptians. Therefore the place was named Abel-mizraim;[1] it is beyond the Jordan. 12Thus his sons did for him as he had commanded them, 13for dhis sons carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, which Abraham ebought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 14After he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone up with him to bury his father.

Gods Good Purposes

 15When Josephs brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him. 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, Your father gave this command before he died: 17Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you. And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of fthe God of your father. Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and gfell down before him and said, Behold, we are your servants. 19But Joseph said to them, Do not fear, for ham I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but iGod meant it for good, to bring it about that many people[2] should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; jI will provide for you and your little ones. Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

The Death of Joseph

 22So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his fathers house. Joseph lived 110 years. 23And Joseph saw Ephraims children kof the third generation. The lchildren also of Machir the son of Manasseh were mcounted as Josephs own.[3] 24And Joseph said to his brothers, I am about to die, but nGod will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land othat he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 25Then pJoseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here. 26So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They qembalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 1

[1] 1:6 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20

[2] 1:7 Or fashioned; also verse 16

[3] 1:8 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

[4] 1:10 Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

[5] 1:11 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29

[6] 1:14 Or appointed times

[7] 1:20 Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:1920

[8] 1:26 The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 2

[1] 2:5 Or open country

[2] 2:5 Or earth; also verse 6

[3] 2:6 Or spring

[4] 2:17 Or when you eat

[5] 2:18 Or corresponding to; also verse 20

[6] 2:19 Or And out of the ground the LORD God formed

[7] 2:20 Or the man

[8] 2:22 Hebrew built

[9] 2:23 The Hebrew words for woman (ishshah) and man (ish) sound alike


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 In Hebrew you is plural in verses 15

[2] 3:6 Or to give insight

[3] 3:8 Hebrew wind

[4] 3:9 In Hebrew you is singular in verses 9 and 11

[5] 3:15 Hebrew seed; so throughout Genesis

[6] 3:16 Or against

[7] 3:20 Eve sounds like the Hebrew for life-giver and resembles the word for living


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for gotten

[2] 4:7 Hebrew will there not be a lifting up [of your face]?

[3] 4:7 Or against

[4] 4:8 Hebrew; Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate add Let us go out to the field

[5] 4:13 Or My guilt is too great to bear

[6] 4:16 Nod means wandering

[7] 4:25 Seth sounds like the Hebrew for he appointed


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 Hebrew adam

[2] 5:22 Septuagint pleased God

[3] 5:24 Septuagint was not found

[4] 5:29 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for rest


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 6

[1] 6:3 Or My Spirit shall not contend with

[2] 6:4 Or giants

[3] 6:13 Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me

[4] 6:14 An unknown kind of tree; transliterated from Hebrew

[5] 6:15 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[6] 6:16 Or skylight


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 Or seven of each kind of clean animal

[2] 7:3 Or seven of each kind

[3] 7:4 Hebrew all existence; also verse 23

[4] 7:20 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 8

[1] 8:21 Or dishonor


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 9

[1] 9:7 In Hebrew you is plural

[2] 9:19 Or from these the whole earth was populated

[3] 9:20 Or Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard

[4] 9:27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for enlarge


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 10

[1] 10:8 Or he began to be a mighty man on the earth

[2] 10:14 Or from where

[3] 10:25 Peleg means division


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 11

[1] 11:9 Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 12

[1] 12:1 Or had said

[2] 12:1 Or land

[3] 12:3 Or by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves

[4] 12:6 Or terebinth


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 13

[1] 13:8 Hebrew we are men, brothers

[2] 13:18 Or terebinths


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 14

[1] 14:13 Or terebinths

[2] 14:19 Or Creator; also verse 22

[3] 14:22 Or I have taken a solemn oath


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 15

[1] 15:2 Or I shall die

[2] 15:4 Hebrew what will come out of your own loins

[3] 15:18 Or have given


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 16

[1] 16:2 Hebrew be built up, which sounds like the Hebrew for children

[2] 16:4 Hebrew her mistress was dishonorable in her eyes; similarly in verse 5

[3] 16:11 Ishmael means God hears

[4] 16:13 Or You are a God who sees me

[5] 16:13 Hebrew Have I really seen him here who sees me? or Would I have looked here for the one who sees me?

[6] 16:14 Beer-lahai-roi means the well of the Living One who sees me


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 17

[1] 17:1 Hebrew El Shaddai

[2] 17:5 Abram means exalted father

[3] 17:5 Abraham means father of a multitude

[4] 17:15 Sarai and Sarah mean princess

[5] 17:16 Hebrew have given

[6] 17:19 Isaac means he laughs


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 18

[1] 18:1 Or terebinths

[2] 18:3 Or My lord

[3] 18:6 A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters

[4] 18:14 Or wonderful

[5] 18:15 Or acted falsely

[6] 18:19 Hebrew known

[7] 18:21 Or they deserve destruction; Hebrew they have made a complete end


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 19

[1] 19:22 Zoar means little

[2] 19:37 Moab sounds like the Hebrew for from father

[3] 19:38 Ben-ammi means son of my people


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 20

[1] 20:16 Hebrew It is a covering of eyes for all


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 21

[1] 21:3 Isaac means he laughs

[2] 21:9 Possibly laughing in mockery

[3] 21:30 Or you

[4] 21:31 Beersheba means well of seven or well of the oath


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 22

[1] 22:5 Or young man; also verse 12

[2] 22:14 Or will see

[3] 22:14 Or he will be seen

[4] 22:17 Or their


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 23

[1] 23:3 Hebrew sons of Heth; also verses 5, 7, 10, 16, 18, 20

[2] 23:6 Or a mighty prince

[3] 23:15 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 24

[1] 24:10 Hebrew Aram-naharaim

[2] 24:14 Or By her

[3] 24:16 Or a woman of marriageable age

[4] 24:22 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[5] 24:48 Or faithfully

[6] 24:60 Or hate them


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 25

[1] 25:18 Hebrew fell

[2] 25:22 Or why do I live?

[3] 25:23 Or from birth

[4] 25:26 Jacob means He takes by the heel, or He cheats

[5] 25:30 Edom sounds like the Hebrew for red


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 26

[1] 26:8 Hebrew may suggest an intimate relationship

[2] 26:20 Esek means contention

[3] 26:21 Sitnah means enmity

[4] 26:22 Rehoboth means broad places, or room

[5] 26:33 Shibah sounds like the Hebrew for oath

[6] 26:35 Hebrew they were bitterness of spirit


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 27

[1] 27:36 Jacob means He takes by the heel, or He cheats

[2] 27:39 Or Behold, of

[3] 27:39 Or and of

[4] 27:46 Hebrew daughters of Heth


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 28

[1] 28:3 Hebrew El Shaddai

[2] 28:12 Or a flight of steps

[3] 28:13 Or beside him

[4] 28:19 Bethel means the house of God


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 29

[1] 29:17 Or soft

[2] 29:24 Or had given; also verse 29

[3] 29:32 Reuben means See, a son

[4] 29:33 Simeon sounds like the Hebrew for heard

[5] 29:34 Levi sounds like the Hebrew for attached

[6] 29:35 Judah sounds like the Hebrew for praise


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 30

[1] 30:3 Hebrew on my knees

[2] 30:3 Hebrew be built up, which sounds like the Hebrew for children

[3] 30:6 Dan sounds like the Hebrew for judged

[4] 30:8 Hebrew With wrestlings of God

[5] 30:8 Naphtali sounds like the Hebrew for wrestling

[6] 30:11 Gad sounds like the Hebrew for good fortune

[7] 30:13 Asher sounds like the Hebrew for happy

[8] 30:18 Issachar sounds like the Hebrew for wages, or hire

[9] 30:20 Zebulun sounds like the Hebrew for honor

[10] 30:24 Joseph means May he add, and sounds like the Hebrew for taken away

[11] 30:27 Or have become rich and


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 31

[1] 31:20 Hebrew stole the heart of; also verses 26, 27

[2] 31:21 Hebrew the River

[3] 31:29 The Hebrew for your is plural here

[4] 31:47 Aramaic the heap of witness

[5] 31:47 Hebrew the heap of witness

[6] 31:49 Mizpah means watchpost

[7] 31:55 Ch 32:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 32

[1] 32:2 Mahanaim means two camps

[2] 32:3 Or had sent

[3] 32:20 Hebrew appease his face

[4] 32:20 Hebrew he will lift my face

[5] 32:22 Or sons

[6] 32:28 Israel means He strives with God, or God strives

[7] 32:30 Peniel means the face of God


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 33

[1] 33:8 Hebrew camp

[2] 33:12 Or along with

[3] 33:17 Succoth means booths

[4] 33:18 Or peacefully

[5] 33:19 Hebrew a hundred qesitah; a unit of money of unknown value

[6] 33:20 El-Elohe-Israel means God, the God of Israel


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 34

[1] 34:8 The Hebrew for your is plural here

[2] 34:12 Or engagement present


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 35

[1] 35:7 El-bethel means God of Bethel

[2] 35:8 Allon-bacuth means oak of weeping

[3] 35:9 Or had appeared

[4] 35:11 Hebrew El Shaddai

[5] 35:11 Hebrew from your loins

[6] 35:16 Or about two hours' distance

[7] 35:18 Ben-oni could mean son of my sorrow, or son of my strength

[8] 35:18 Benjamin means son of the right hand


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 36

[1] 36:2 Hebrew; Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac son; also verse 14

[2] 36:37 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 37

[1] 37:3 See Septuagint, Vulgate; or (with Syriac) a robe with long sleeves. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain; also verses 23, 32

[2] 37:20 Or cisterns; also verses 22, 24

[3] 37:28 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 38

[1] 38:5 Hebrew He

[2] 38:21 Hebrew sacred woman; a woman who served a pagan deity by prostitution; also verse 22

[3] 38:24 Or has committed prostitution

[4] 38:24 Or by prostitution

[5] 38:29 Perez means a breach


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 41

[1] 41:16 Or (compare Samaritan, Septuagint) Without God it is not possible to give Pharaoh an answer about his welfare

[2] 41:34 Or over the land and organize the land

[3] 41:38 Or of the gods

[4] 41:40 Hebrew and according to your command all my people shall kiss the ground

[5] 41:43 Abrek, probably an Egyptian word, similar in sound to the Hebrew word meaning to kneel

[6] 41:51 Manasseh sounds like the Hebrew for making to forget

[7] 41:52 Ephraim sounds like the Hebrew for making fruitful

[8] 41:56 Hebrew all that was in them


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 43

[1] 43:14 Hebrew El Shaddai

[2] 43:34 Hebrew and became intoxicated


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 44

[1] 44:4 Septuagint (compare Vulgate) adds Why have you stolen my silver cup?


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 45

[1] 45:20 Hebrew Let your eye not pity

[2] 45:22 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 46

[1] 46:23 Hebrew sons


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 47

[1] 47:21 Samaritan, Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew he removed them to the cities

[2] 47:31 Hebrew; Septuagint staff


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 48

[1] 48:3 Hebrew El Shaddai

[2] 48:7 Or about two hours' distance

[3] 48:16 Or let them be like fish for multitude

[4] 48:19 Hebrew fullness

[5] 48:22 Or one portion of the land; Hebrew shekem, which sounds like the town and district called Shechem


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 49

[1] 49:10 By a slight revocalization; a slight emendation yields (compare Septuagint, Syriac, Targum) until he comes to whom it belongs; Hebrew until Shiloh comes, or until he comes to Shiloh

[2] 49:14 Or between its saddlebags

[3] 49:19 Gad sounds like the Hebrew for raiders and raid

[4] 49:21 Or he gives beautiful words, or that bears fawns of the fold

[5] 49:22 Or Joseph is a wild donkey, a wild donkey beside a spring, his wild colts beside the wall

[6] 49:24 Hebrew the arms of his hands

[7] 49:24 Or by the name of the Shepherd

[8] 49:25 Hebrew Shaddai

[9] 49:26 A slight emendation yields (compare Septuagint) the blessings of the eternal mountains, the bounties of the everlasting hills


Footnotes for Genesis, Chapter 50

[1] 50:11 Abel-mizraim means mourning (or meadow) of Egypt

[2] 50:20 Or a numerous people

[3] 50:23 Hebrew were born on Joseph's knees
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Exodus

Israel Increases Greatly in Egypt

 EXODUS 1 aThese are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5All the descendants of Jacob were bseventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6Then cJoseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7dBut the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.

Pharaoh Oppresses Israel

 8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, ewho did not know Joseph. 9And he said to his people, Behold, fthe people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10gCome, hlet us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land. 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them ito afflict them with heavy jburdens. They built for Pharaoh kstore cities, Pithom and lRaamses. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. 13So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel mwork as slaves 14and nmade their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.

 15Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live. 17But the midwives ofeared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. 18So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, Why have you done this, and let the male children live? 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them. 20pSo God dealt well with the midwives. And the people multiplied and grew very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, qhe gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, rEvery son that is born to the Hebrews[1] you shall cast into sthe Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.

The Birth of Moses

 EXODUS 2 Now a tman from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. 2The woman conceived and bore a son, and uwhen she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months. 3When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes[1] and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the vreeds by the river bank. 4And whis sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him. 5Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and she took it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, This is one of the Hebrews children. 7Then his sister said to Pharaohs daughter, Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you? 8And Pharaohs daughter said to her, Go. So the girl went and called the childs mother. 9And Pharaohs daughter said to her, Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages. So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaohs daughter, and he became xher son. She named him Moses, Because, she said, I ydrew him out of the water.[2]

Moses Flees to Midian

 11One day, zwhen Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their aburdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people.[3] 12He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he bstruck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13When che went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, Why do you strike your companion? 14He answered, dWho made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian? Then Moses was afraid, and thought, Surely the thing is known. 15When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But eMoses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down by fa well.

 16Now the gpriest of Midian had seven daughters, and hthey came and drew water and filled the troughs to water their fathers flock. 17The shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and saved them, and iwatered their flock. 18When they came home to their father jReuel, he said, How is it that you have come home so soon today? 19They said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds and even drew water for us and iwatered the flock. 20He said to his daughters, Then where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he may keat bread. 21And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter lZipporah. 22She gave birth to a son, and he called his name mGershom, for he said, I have been a nsojourner[4] in a foreign land.

God Hears Israels Groaning

 23oDuring those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel pgroaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. qTheir cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 24And rGod heard their groaning, and God sremembered his covenant with tAbraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25God usaw the people of Israeland God vknew.

The Burning Bush

 EXODUS 3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the wmountain of God. 2xAnd ythe angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And Moses said, I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned. 4When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, zGod called to him aout of the bush, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here I am. 5Then he said, Do not come near; btake your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground. 6And he said, cI am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for dhe was afraid to look at God.

 7Then the LORD said, eI have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their ftaskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8and gI have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and hto bring them up out of that land to a igood and broad land, a land jflowing with milk and honey, to the place of kthe Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9And now, behold, lthe cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the moppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10nCome, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt. 11But Moses said to God, oWho am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt? 12He said, pBut I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, qyou shall serve God on this mountain.

 13Then Moses said to God, If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, What is his name? what shall I say to them? 14God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM.[1] And he said, Say this to the people of Israel, rI AM has sent me to you. 15God also said to Moses, Say this to the people of Israel, The LORD,[2] the sGod of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is tmy name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 16Go and ugather the elders of Israel together and say to them, The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, vI have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17and I promise that wI will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land wflowing with milk and honey. 18And xthey will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel yshall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has zmet with us; and now, please let us go a three days journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 19But I know that the king of Egypt awill not let you go unless compelled bby a mighty hand.[3] 20So cI will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with dall the wonders that I will do in it; eafter that he will let you go. 21And fI will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, 22but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for gsilver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So hyou shall plunder the Egyptians.

Moses Given Powerful Signs

 EXODUS 4 Then Moses answered, But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, The LORD did not appear to you. 2The LORD said to him, What is that in your hand? He said, iA staff. 3And he said, Throw it on the ground. So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 4But the LORD said to Moses, Put out your hand and catch it by the tailso he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand 5that they may jbelieve that the LORD, kthe God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you. 6Again, the LORD said to him, Put your hand inside your cloak.[1] And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was lleprous[2] like snow. 7Then God said, Put your hand back inside your cloak. So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, mit was restored like the rest of his flesh. 8If they will not believe you, God said, or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. 9If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile nwill become blood on the dry ground.

 10But Moses said to the LORD, Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but oI am slow of speech and of tongue. 11Then the LORD said to him, Who has made mans mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12Now therefore go, and pI will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak. 13But he said, Oh, my Lord, please send someone else. 14Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, qhe is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15rYou shall speak to him and sput the words in his mouth, and pI will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16tHe shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and uyou shall be as God to him. 17And take in your hand vthis staff, with which you shall do the signs.

Moses Returns to Egypt

 18Moses went back to wJethro his father-in-law and said to him, Please let me go back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether they are still alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 19And the LORD said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt, for xall the men who were seeking your life are dead. 20So Moses took yhis wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took zthe staff of God in his hand.

 21And the LORD said to Moses, When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the amiracles that I have put in your power. But bI will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. 22Then you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the LORD, cIsrael is my dfirstborn son, 23and I say to you, Let my son go that he may serve me. If you refuse to let him go, behold, I ewill kill your firstborn son.

 24At a lodging place on the way fthe LORD met him and gsought to put him to death. 25Then hZipporah took a iflint and cut off her sons foreskin and touched Moses[3] feet with it and said, Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me! 26So he let him alone. It was then that she said, A bridegroom of blood, because of the circumcision.

 27The LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness jto meet Moses. So he went and met him at the kmountain of God and kissed him. 28And Moses ltold Aaron all the words of the LORD with which he had sent him to speak, and all mthe signs that he had commanded him to do. 29Then Moses and Aaron nwent and gathered together all the elders of the people of Israel. 30oAaron spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to Moses and did the signs in the sight of the people. 31And the people pbelieved; and when they heard that the LORD had qvisited the people of Israel and that he had rseen their affliction, sthey bowed their heads and worshiped.

Making Bricks Without Straw

 EXODUS 5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold ta feast to me in the wilderness. 2But Pharaoh said, uWho is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover, vI will not let Israel go. 3Then they said, The wGod of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a three days journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword. 4But the king of Egypt said to them, Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people away from their work? Get back to your xburdens. 5And Pharaoh said, Behold, ythe people of the land are now many,[1] and you make them rest from their burdens! 6The same day Pharaoh commanded the ztaskmasters of the people and their aforemen, 7You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8But the number of bricks that they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by no means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God. 9Let heavier work be laid on the men that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.

 10So the btaskmasters and the foremen of the people went out and said to the people, Thus says Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 11Go and get your straw yourselves wherever you can find it, but your work will not be reduced in the least. 12So the people were scattered throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13The ctaskmasters were urgent, saying, Complete your work, your daily task each day, as when there was straw. 14And the foremen of the people of Israel, whom Pharaohs ctaskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked, Why have you not done all your task of making bricks today and yesterday, as in the past?

 15Then the foremen of the people of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, Why do you treat your servants like this? 16No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, Make bricks! And behold, your servants are beaten; but the fault is in your own people. 17But he said, You are idle, you are idle; that is why you say, Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD. 18Go now and work. No straw will be given you, but you must still deliver the same number of bricks. 19The foremen of the people of Israel saw that they were in trouble when they said, You shall by no means reduce your number of bricks, your daily task each day. 20They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them, as they came out from Pharaoh; 21and dthey said to them, The LORD look on you and judge, because you have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants, and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.

 22Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, O Lord, why have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me? 23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.

God Promises Deliverance

 EXODUS 6 But the LORD said to Moses, Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out, and with ea strong hand he will fdrive them out of his land.

 2God spoke to Moses and said to him, gI am the LORD. 3I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as hGod Almighty,[1] but by my name the iLORD I did not make myself known to them. 4jI also established my covenant with them kto give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5Moreover, lI have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 6Say therefore to the people of Israel, mI am the LORD, and nI will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and oI will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7I pwill take you to be my people, and qI will be your God, and you shall know that mI am the LORD your God, who has brought you out nfrom under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8I will bring you into rthe land that I sswore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. mI am the LORD. 9Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they tdid not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.

 10So the LORD said to Moses, 11Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 12But Moses said to the LORD, Behold, the people of Israel have tnot listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen to me, for uI am of uncircumcised lips? 13But the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them a charge about the people of Israel and about Pharaoh king of Egypt: to bring the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt.

The Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

 14These are the heads of their fathers houses: the vsons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi; these are the clans of Reuben. 15The wsons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman; these are the clans of Simeon. 16These are the names of the xsons of Levi according to their generations: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari, the years of the life of Levi being 137 years. 17The ysons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, by their clans. 18The zsons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, the years of the life of Kohath being 133 years. 19The asons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites according to their generations. 20bAmram took as his wife Jochebed his fathers sister, and she bore him Aaron and Moses, the years of the life of Amram being 137 years. 21cThe sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 22The dsons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri. 23Aaron took as his wife Elisheba, the daughter of eAmminadab and the sister of fNahshon, and she bore him gNadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24The hsons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the clans of the Korahites. 25Eleazar, Aarons son, took as his wife one of the daughters of Putiel, and ishe bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers houses of the Levites by their clans.

 26These are the Aaron and Moses jto whom the LORD said: Bring out the people of Israel from the land of Egypt kby their hosts. 27It was they who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing out the people of Israel from Egypt, this Moses and this Aaron.

 28On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29the LORD said to Moses, lI am the LORD; mtell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you. 30But Moses said to the LORD, Behold, nI am of uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen to me?

Moses and Aaron Before Pharaoh

 EXODUS 7 And the LORD said to Moses, See, I have made you like oGod to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your pprophet. 2qYou shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 3But rI will harden Pharaohs heart, and though I smultiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, 4Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5The Egyptians tshall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them. 6Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded them. 7Now Moses was ueighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh.

 8Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9When Pharaoh says to you, vProve yourselves by working a miracle, then you shall say to Aaron, Take your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent. 10So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the wmagicians of Egypt, also xdid the same by their secret arts. 12For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aarons staff swallowed up their staffs. 13Still rPharaohs heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, ras the LORD had said.

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

 14Then the LORD said to Moses, Pharaohs heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. 15yGo to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in your hand zthe staff that turned into a aserpent. 16And you shall say to him, The bLORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, Let my people go, cthat they may serve me in the wilderness. But so far, you have not obeyed. 17Thus says the LORD, By this dyou shall know that I am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and eit shall turn into blood. 18The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, and the Egyptians will fgrow weary of drinking water from the Nile. 19And the LORD said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Take your staff and gstretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools of water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.

 20Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he hlifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the iwater in the Nile turned into blood. 21And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians jcould not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 22But kthe magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So lPharaohs heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as mthe LORD had said. 23Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. 24And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of the Nile.

 25Seven full days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile.

The Second Plague: Frogs

 EXODUS 8 [1] Then the LORD said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, Thus says the LORD, Let my people go, that nthey may serve me. 2But if you orefuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your country with pfrogs. 3The Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into your house and into qyour bedroom and on your bed and into the houses of your servants and your people,[2] and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your servants. 5[3] And the LORD said to Moses, Say to Aaron, rStretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt! 6So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and sthe frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7But tthe magicians did the same by their secret arts and made frogs come up on the land of Egypt.

 8Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, uPlead with the LORD to take away the frogs from me and from my people, and vI will let the people go to sacrifice to the LORD. 9Moses said to Pharaoh, Be pleased to command me when uI am to plead for you and for your servants and for your people, that the frogs be cut off from you and your houses and be left only in the Nile. 10And he said, Tomorrow. Moses said, Be it as you say, so wthat you may know that xthere is no one like the LORD our God. 11The frogs shall go away from you and your houses and your servants and your people. They shall be left only in the Nile. 12So Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD about the frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh.[4] 13And the LORD did according to the word of Moses. The frogs died out in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. 14And they gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. 15But when Pharaoh saw that there was a yrespite, he zhardened his heart and would not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

The Third Plague: Gnats

 16Then the LORD said to Moses, Say to Aaron, aStretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt. 17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and bthere were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18The cmagicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, This is dthe finger of God. But Pharaohs heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

The Fourth Plague: Flies

 20Then the LORD said to Moses, eRise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, Thus says the LORD, fLet my people go, that they may serve me. 21Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 22But on that day gI will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, hthat you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth.[5] 23Thus I will put a division[6] between my people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen. 24And the LORD did so. iThere came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies.

 25Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, Go, sacrifice to your God within the land. 26But Moses said, It would not be right to do so, for the offerings we shall sacrifice to the LORD our God are an jabomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice offerings jabominable to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us? 27We must go kthree days journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God las he tells us. 28So Pharaoh said, I will let you go to sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you must not go very far away. mPlead for me. 29Then Moses said, Behold, I am going out from you and I will plead with the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, tomorrow. Only let not Pharaoh ncheat again by not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD. 30So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD. 31And the LORD did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; not one remained. 32But Pharaoh ohardened his heart this time also, and did not let the people go.

The Fifth Plague: Egyptian Livestock Die

 EXODUS 9 Then the LORD said to Moses, pGo in to Pharaoh and say to him, Thus says qthe LORD, the God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 3behold, rthe hand of the LORD will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4sBut the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall die. 5And the LORD set a time, saying, Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in the land. 6And the next day the LORD did this thing. tAll the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. 7And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But uthe heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.

The Sixth Plague: Boils

 8And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw them in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. 9It shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and become vboils breaking out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt. 10So they took soot from the kiln and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses threw it in the air, and it became boils breaking out in sores on man and beast. 11And wthe magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the magicians and upon all the Egyptians. 12xBut the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, as ythe LORD had spoken to Moses.

The Seventh Plague: Hail

 13Then the LORD said to Moses, zRise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself,[1] and on your servants and your people, so athat you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16bBut for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so cthat my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17dYou are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19Now therefore send, eget your livestock and all that you have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail falls on them. 20Then whoever feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves and his livestock in the field.

 22Then the LORD said to Moses, Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be fhail in all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt. 23Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the gLORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail hstruck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26iOnly in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.

 27Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, This time jI have sinned; the kLORD is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. 28lPlead with the LORD, for there has been enough of Gods thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer. 29Moses said to him, As soon as I have gone out of the city, mI will stretch out my hands to the LORD. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that nthe earth is the LORDs. 30But as for you and your servants, oI know that you do not yet fear the LORD God. 31(The flax and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 32But the wheat and the emmer[2] were not struck down, for they are late in coming up.) 33So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and mstretched out his hands to the LORD, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth. 34But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and phardened his heart, qhe and his servants. 35So rthe heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken through Moses.

The Eighth Plague: Locusts

 EXODUS 10 Then the LORD said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may show these signs of mine among them, 2and sthat you may tell in the hearing of your son and of your grandson how I have dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them, tthat you may know that I am the LORD.

 3So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, How long will you refuse to uhumble yourself before me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 4For if you refuse to let my people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring vlocusts into your country, 5and they shall cover the face of the land, so that no one can see the land. And they shall weat what is left to you after the hail, and they shall eat every tree of yours that grows in the field, 6and they shall fill xyour houses and the houses of all your servants and of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on earth to this day. Then he turned and went out from Pharaoh.

 7Then Pharaohs servants said to him, How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God. Do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined? 8So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. And he said to them, yGo, serve the LORD your God. But which ones are to go? 9Moses said, We will go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for zwe must hold a feast to the LORD. 10But he said to them, The LORD be with you, if ever I let you and your alittle ones go! Look, you have some evil purpose in mind.[1] 11No! Go, the men among you, and serve the LORD, for that is what you are asking. And they were driven out from Pharaohs presence.

 12Then the LORD said to Moses, bStretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of Egypt and ceat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left. 13So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind had brought the locusts. 14dThe locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, esuch a dense swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. 15They covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and fthey ate all the plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land of Egypt. 16Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, gI have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. 17Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and hplead with the LORD your God only to remove this death from me. 18So ihe went out from Pharaoh and pleaded with the LORD. 19And the LORD turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove them jinto the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. 20But the LORD khardened Pharaohs heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go.

The Ninth Plague: Darkness

 21Then the LORD said to Moses, lStretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be mdarkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt. 22So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 23They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but nall the people of Israel had light where they lived. 24Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, oGo, serve the LORD; pyour little ones also may go with you; only let your flocks and your herds remain behind. 25But Moses said, You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 26Our livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to serve the LORD our God, and we do not know with what we must serve the LORD until we arrive there. 27But the LORD qhardened Pharaohs heart, and he would not let them go. 28Then Pharaoh said to him, Get away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the day you see my face you shall die. 29Moses said, As you say! rI will not see your face again.

A Final Plague Threatened

 EXODUS 11 The LORD said to Moses, Yet sone plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. tWhen he lets you go, he will drive you away completely. 2Speak now in the hearing of the people, that uthey ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry. 3vAnd the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaohs servants and in the sight of the people.

 4So Moses said, Thus says the LORD: wAbout midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is xbehind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6yThere shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 7But not a dog shall growl zagainst any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the LORD amakes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 8And ball these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, Get out, you and all the people who follow you. And after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 9Then the LORD said to Moses, cPharaoh will not listen to you, that dmy wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.

 10Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and the LORD ehardened Pharaohs heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land.

The Passover

 EXODUS 12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2fThis month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb gaccording to their fathers houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be hwithout blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the ifourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.[1]

 7Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the jtwo doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with kunleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but lroasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And myou shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with nyour belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. oIt is the LORDs Passover. 12For pI will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on qall the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: rI am the LORD. 13sThe blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.

 14This day shall be tfor you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a ustatute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 15vSeven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, wthat person shall be cut off from Israel. 16On the first day you shall hold a xholy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly. No work shall be done on those days. But what everyone needs to eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 17And you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for yon this very day I brought your zhosts out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute forever. 18aIn the first month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 19bFor seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses. If anyone eats what is leavened, bthat person will be cut off from the congregation of Israel, cwhether he is a sojourner or a native of the land. 20You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.

 21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, Go and select lambs for yourselves daccording to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of ehyssop and fdip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch gthe lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. hNone of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning. 23iFor the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on gthe lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and jwill not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 24You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever. 25And when you come to the land that the LORD will give you, kas he has promised, you shall keep this service. 26And lwhen your children say to you, What do you mean by this service? 27you shall say, mIt is the sacrifice of the LORDs Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses. And the people nbowed their heads and worshiped.

 28Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

 29oAt midnight the pLORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, qfrom the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was ra great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead. 31Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, Up, go out from among my people, sboth you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have said. 32tTake your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!

The Exodus

 33uThe Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in haste. For they said, We shall all be dead. 34So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their shoulders. 35The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had vasked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing. 36wAnd the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that xthey let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

 37And the ypeople of Israel journeyed from zRameses to Succoth, aabout six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38A bmixed multitude also went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks and herds. 39And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, because uthey were thrust out of Egypt and ccould not wait, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves.

 40The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41At the end of d430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 42It was a night of watching by the LORD, to bring them out of the land of Egypt; so this same night is a enight of watching kept to the LORD by all the people of Israel throughout their generations.

Institution of the Passover

 43And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, This is the statute of the Passover: no foreigner shall eat of it, 44but every slave[2] that is fbought for money may eat of it after you have circumcised him. 45gNo foreigner or hired worker may eat of it. 46It shall be eaten in one house; you shall not take any of the flesh outside the house, and hyou shall not break any of its bones. 47iAll the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 48jIf a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he kshall be as a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. 49There shall be lone law for the native and for the jstranger who sojourns among you.

 50All the people of Israel did just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 51And on that very day the mLORD brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their nhosts.

Consecration of the Firstborn

 EXODUS 13 The LORD said to Moses, 2oConsecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread

 3Then Moses said to the people, pRemember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, qfor by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. rNo leavened bread shall be eaten. 4Today, in the month of sAbib, you are going out. 5And when the LORD brings you into tthe land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which uhe swore to your fathers to give you, a land vflowing with milk and honey, wyou shall keep this service in this month. 6xSeven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. 7Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen with you, and no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory. 8yYou shall tell your son on that day, It is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt. 9And it shall zbe to you as a sign on your hand and as aa memorial zbetween your eyes, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth. For with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 10bYou shall therefore keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year.

 11When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, cas he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12dyou shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORDs. 13eEvery firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every ffirstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14gAnd when in time to come your son asks you, What does this mean? you shall say to him, hBy a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of islavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the jLORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but kall the firstborn of my sons I redeem. 16lIt shall be as a mark on your hand or frontlets between your eyes, for mby a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.

Pillars of Cloud and Fire

 17When Pharaoh let the people go, God did nnot lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near. For God said, Lest the people ochange their minds when they see war and return to Egypt. 18But God pled the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle. 19Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph[1] had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, qGod will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here. 20And rthey moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 21And sthe LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. 22The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people.

Crossing the Red Sea

 EXODUS 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2Tell the people of Israel to tturn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between uMigdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 3For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut them in. 4And vI will harden Pharaohs heart, and he will pursue them, and I will wget glory over Pharaoh and all his host, xand the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD. And they did so.

 5When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the ymind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us? 6So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, 7and took zsix hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8And vthe LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while athe people of Israel were going out defiantly. 9The bEgyptians pursued them, all Pharaohs horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them cencamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

 10When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel dcried out to the LORD. 11They esaid to Moses, Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is not this what fwe said to you in Egypt: Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness. 13And Moses said to the people, gFear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For hthe Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14iThe LORD will fight for you, and you have only jto be silent.

 15The LORD said to Moses, Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16kLift up your staff, and kstretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17And lI will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and mI will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians nshall know that I am the LORD, mwhen I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.

 19oThen the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night[1] without one coming near the other all night.

 21Then Moses kstretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by pa strong east wind all night and qmade the sea dry land, and the waters were rdivided. 22And sthe people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being ta wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaohs horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25clogging[2] their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, Let us flee from before Israel, for the uLORD fights for them against the Egyptians.

 26Then the LORD said to Moses, vStretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 27wSo Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea xreturned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD ythrew[3] the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28The zwaters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, anot one of them remained. 29But the bpeople of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

 30Thus the LORD csaved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31dIsrael saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they ebelieved in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

The Song of Moses

 EXODUS 15 Then Moses and the people of Israel fsang this song to the LORD, saying,

 gI will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;

the horse and his rider[1] he has thrown into the sea.

2 hThe LORD is my strength and my isong,

and he has become jmy salvation;

this is my God, and I will praise him,

kmy fathers God, and lI will exalt him.

3 The LORD is ma man of war;

nthe LORD is his name.

 4 oPharaohs chariots and his host he cast into the sea,

and his chosen pofficers were sunk in the Red Sea.

5 The qfloods covered them;

they rwent down into the depths like a stone.

6 sYour right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,

your right hand, O LORD, tshatters the enemy.

7 In the ugreatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries;

you send out your fury; it vconsumes them like stubble.

8 At the wblast of your nostrils the waters piled up;

the xfloods stood up in a heap;

the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, yI will pursue, I will overtake,

I zwill divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them.

I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.

10 You ablew with your wind; the bsea covered them;

they sank like lead in the mighty waters.

 11 cWho is like you, O LORD, among the gods?

Who is like you, majestic in holiness,

awesome in dglorious deeds, edoing wonders?

12 You stretched out fyour right hand;

the earth swallowed them.

 13 You have gled in your steadfast love the people whom hyou have redeemed;

you have iguided them by your strength to your holy abode.

14 jThe peoples have heard; they tremble;

pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia.

15 Now are the chiefs of Edom kdismayed;

trembling seizes the leaders of lMoab;

mall the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.

16 Terror and ndread fall upon them;

because of the greatness of your arm, they are still oas a stone,

till your people, O LORD, pass by,

till the people pass by whom pyou have purchased.

17 You will bring them in and qplant them on your own mountain,

the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode,

rthe sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.

18 sThe LORD will reign forever and ever.

 19For when tthe horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his horsemen went into the sea, uthe LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the people of Israel walked on dry ground in the midst of the sea. 20Then vMiriam wthe prophetess, the xsister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and yall the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:

 zSing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

Bitter Water Made Sweet

 22Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of aShur. They went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23When they came to bMarah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter; therefore it was named Marah.[2] 24And the people cgrumbled against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? 25And he dcried to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a log,[3] and he ethrew it into the water, and the water became sweet.

There the LORD[4] made for them a statute and a rule, and there he ftested them, 26saying, gIf you will diligently listen to the voice of the LORD your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the hdiseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, iyour healer.

 27Then jthey came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they encamped there by the water.

Bread from Heaven

 EXODUS 16 They kset out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2And the whole congregation of the people of Israel lgrumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said to them, mWould that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, nwhen we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.

 4Then the LORD said to Moses, Behold, I am about to rain obread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a days portion every day, that I may ptest them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, qit will be twice as much as they gather daily. 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, rAt evening syou shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the tglory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against the LORD. For uwhat are we, that you grumble against us? 8And Moses said, When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against himvwhat are we? Your grumbling is not wagainst us but against the LORD.

 9Then Moses xsaid to Aaron, Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, yCome near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling. 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the tglory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12I zhave heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, At atwilight you shall eat meat, and bin the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.

 13In the evening cquail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning ddew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, eWhat is it?[1] For they fdid not know what it was. And Moses said to them, gIt is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 16This is what the LORD has commanded: Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an homer,[2] according to the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent. 17And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less. 18But when they measured it with an omer, iwhoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 19And Moses said to them, Let no one leave any of it over till the morning. 20But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and jit bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted.

 22On kthe sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers each. And when all the leaders of the congregation came and told Moses, 23he said to them, This is what the LORD has commanded: Tomorrow is a day of lsolemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD; bake what you will bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over lay aside to be kept till the morning. 24So they laid it aside till the morning, as Moses commanded them, and mit did not stink, and there were no worms in it. 25Moses said, Eat it today, for ltoday is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 26Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is a Sabbath, there will be none.

 27On the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. 28And the LORD said to Moses, nHow long will you refuse to keep my commandments and my laws? 29See! The LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Remain each of you in his place; let no one go out of his place on the seventh day. 30So the people orested on the seventh day.

 31Now the house of Israel called its name pmanna. It was qlike coriander seed, white, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 32Moses said, This is what the LORD has commanded: Let an omer of it be kept throughout your generations, so that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt. 33And Moses said to Aaron, Take a rjar, and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the LORD to be kept throughout your generations. 34As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before sthe testimony to be kept. 35The people of Israel tate the manna forty years, till they came to a habitable land. They ate the manna till uthey came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36(An omer is vthe tenth part of an ephah.)[3]

Water from the Rock

 EXODUS 17 wAll the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2xTherefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, Give us water to drink. And Moses said to them, Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you ytest the LORD? 3But the people thirsted there for water, and zthe people grumbled against Moses and said, Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst? 4So Moses cried to the LORD, What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready ato stone me. 5And the LORD said to Moses, Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with bwhich you struck the Nile, and go. 6cBehold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink. And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place dMassah[1] and eMeribah,[2] because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, Is the LORD among us or not?

Israel Defeats Amalek

 8fThen Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. 9So Moses said to gJoshua, Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with hthe staff of God in my hand. 10So gJoshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and iHur went up to the top of the hill. 11Whenever Moses jheld up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12But Moses hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and iHur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13And gJoshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword.

 14Then the LORD said to Moses, Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of gJoshua, that kI will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven. 15And Moses lbuilt an altar and called the name of it, The LORD Is My Banner, 16saying, A hand upon the throne[3] of the LORD! kThe LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.

Jethros Advice

 EXODUS 18 mJethro, nthe priest of Midian, Moses father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2Now Jethro, Moses father-in-law, had taken Zipporah, Moses wife, after he had sent her home, 3along with her otwo sons. The name of the one was Gershom (pfor he said, qI have been a sojourner[1] in a foreign land), 4and the name of the other, Eliezer[2] (for he said, The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh). 5Jethro, Moses father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped at the rmountain of God. 6And when he sent word to Moses, I,[3] your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons with her, 7Moses swent out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and tkissed him. And they asked each other of their welfare and went into the tent. 8Then Moses told his father-in-law uall that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israels sake, all the hardship that had come upon them in the way, and how the LORD had delivered them. 9And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the LORD had done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians.

 10Jethro said, vBlessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11Now I know that wthe LORD is greater than all gods, because in this affair they xdealt arrogantly with the people.[4] 12And Jethro, Moses father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses father-in-law ybefore God.

 13The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from morning till evening. 14When Moses father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, What is this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till evening? 15And Moses said to his father-in-law, Because zthe people come to me to inquire of God; 16awhen they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and another, and I bmake them know the statutes of God and his laws. 17Moses father-in-law said to him, What you are doing is not good. 18You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you. cYou are not able to do it alone. 19Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall drepresent the people before God and ebring their cases to God, 20and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know fthe way in which they must walk and gwhat they must do. 21Moreover, look for hable men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 22And ilet them judge the people at all times. jEvery great matter they shall bring to you, but any small matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will kbear the burden with you. 23If you do this, God will direct you, you will be lable to endure, and all this people also will go to their place in peace.

 24So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 25mMoses chose able men out of all Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 26And nthey judged the people at all times. Any hard case they brought to Moses, but any small matter they decided themselves. 27Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and ohe went away to his own country.

Israel at Mount Sinai

 EXODUS 19 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they pcame into the wilderness of Sinai. 2They set out from qRephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before rthe mountain, 3while sMoses went up to God. tThe LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4uYou yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how vI bore you on eagles wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be wmy treasured possession among all peoples, for xall the earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a ykingdom of priests and za holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.

 7So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aAll the people answered together and said, All that the LORD has spoken we will do. And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD. 9And the LORD said to Moses, Behold, I am coming to you bin a thick cloud, that cthe people may hear when I speak with you, and may also dbelieve you forever.

When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD, 10the LORD said to Moses, Go to the people and econsecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them fwash their garments 11and be ready for the third day. For on the third day gthe LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. hWhoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. 13No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot;[1] whether beast or man, he shall not live. When ithe trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain. 14So Moses jwent down from the mountain to the people and econsecrated the people; fand they washed their garments. 15And he said to the people, Be ready for the kthird day; ldo not go near a woman.

 16On the morning of the kthird day there were mthunders and lightnings and na thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud otrumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp ptrembled. 17Then qMoses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18Now rMount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and sthe whole mountain trembled greatly. 19And as the osound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and tGod answered him in thunder. 20The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.

 21And the LORD said to Moses, Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD uto look and many of them perish. 22Also let the priests who come near to the LORD vconsecrate themselves, lest the LORD wbreak out against them. 23And Moses said to the LORD, The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for you yourself warned us, saying, xSet limits around the mountain and consecrate it. 24And the LORD said to him, Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people ybreak through to come up to the LORD, lest he break out against them. 25So Moses went down to the people and told them.

The Ten Commandments

 EXODUS 20 zAnd aGod spoke all these words, saying,

 2bI am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

 3cYou shall have no other gods before[1] me.

 4dYou shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5eYou shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am fa jealous God, gvisiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands[2] of those who love me and keep my commandments.

 7hYou shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

 8iRemember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9jSix days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but the kseventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the lsojourner who is within your gates. 11For min six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

 12nHonor your father and your mother, othat your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

 13pYou shall not murder.[3]

 14qYou shall not commit adultery.

 15rYou shall not steal.

 16sYou shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

 17tYou shall not covet uyour neighbors house; vyou shall not covet your neighbors wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbors.

 18Now when all the people saw wthe thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid[4] and trembled, and they stood far off 19and said to Moses, xYou speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die. 20yMoses said to the people, Do not fear, for God has come to ztest you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin. 21The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the athick darkness where God was.

	

Laws About Altars

 22And the LORD said to Moses, Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: You have seen for yourselves that I have btalked with you from heaven. 23cYou shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. dIn every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and ebless you. 25fIf you make me an altar of stone, gyou shall not build it of hewn stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it. 26And you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it.

Laws About Slaves

 EXODUS 21 Now these are the hrules that you shall set before them. 2iWhen you buy a Hebrew slave,[1] he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing. 3If he comes in single, he shall go out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him. 4If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her masters, and he shall go out alone. 5But jif the slave plainly says, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free, 6then his master shall bring him to kGod, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

 7When a man lsells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. 8If she does not please her master, who has designated her[2] for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her. 9If he designates her for his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter. 10If he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, or mher marital rights. 11And if he does not do these three things for her, she shall go out for nothing, without payment of money.

 12nWhoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death. 13oBut if he did not lie in wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then pI will appoint for you a place to which he may flee. 14But if a man willfully attacks another to kill him by cunning, qyou shall take him from my altar, that he may die.

 15Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death.

 16rWhoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found sin possession of him, shall be put to death.

 17tWhoever curses[3] his father or his mother shall be put to death.

 18When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist and the man does not die but takes to his bed, 19then if the man rises again and walks outdoors with his staff, he who struck him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed.

 20When a man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and the slave dies under his hand, he shall be avenged. 21But if the slave survives a day or two, he is not to be avenged, for the uslave is his money.

 22When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come out, but there is no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as the womans husband shall impose on him, and vhe shall pay as the wjudges determine. 23But if there is harm,[4] then you shall pay xlife for life, 24yeye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

 26When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, and destroys it, he shall let the slave go free because of his eye. 27If he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall let the slave go free because of his tooth.

 28When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the zox shall be stoned, and its flesh shall not be eaten, but the owner of the ox shall not be liable. 29But if the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has been warned but has not kept it in, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and its owner also shall be put to death. 30If aa ransom is imposed on him, then vhe shall give for the redemption of his life whatever is imposed on him. 31If it gores a mans son or daughter, he shall be dealt with according to this same rule. 32If the ox gores a slave, male or female, the owner shall give to their master bthirty shekels[5] of silver, and zthe ox shall be stoned.

Laws About Restitution

 33When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34the owner of the pit shall make restoration. He shall give money to its owner, and the dead beast shall be his.

 35When one mans ox butts anothers, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and share its price, and the dead beast also they shall share. 36Or if it is known that the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has not kept it in, he shall repay ox for ox, and the dead beast shall be his.

 EXODUS 22 [1] If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and cfour sheep for a sheep. 2[2] If a thief is found dbreaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him, 3but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then ehe shall be sold for his theft. 4If the stolen beast fis found alive in his possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep, ghe shall pay double.

 5If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beast loose and it feeds in another mans field, he shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in his own vineyard.

 6If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the field is consumed, he who started the fire shall make full restitution.

 7If a man gives to his neighbor money or goods to keep safe, and it is stolen from the mans house, then, if the thief is found, ghe shall pay double. 8If the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall come near to God to show whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbors property. 9For every breach of trust, whether it is for an ox, for a donkey, for a sheep, for a cloak, or for any kind of lost thing, of which one says, This is it, the case of both parties shall come before God. The one whom God condemns shall pay double to his neighbor.

 10If a man gives to his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep safe, and it dies or is injured or is driven away, without anyone seeing it, 11han oath by the LORD shall be between them both to see whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbors property. The owner shall accept the oath, and he shall not make restitution. 12But if iit is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner. 13If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence. He shall not make restitution for what has been torn.

 14If a man borrows anything of his neighbor, and it is injured or dies, the owner not being with it, he shall make full restitution. 15If the owner was with it, he shall not make restitution; if it was hired, it came for its hiring fee.[3]

Laws About Social Justice

 16jIf a man seduces a virgin[4] who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the bride-price[5] for her and make her his wife. 17If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, jhe shall pay money equal to the kbride-price for virgins.

 18lYou shall not permit a sorceress to live.

 19mWhoever lies with an animal shall be put to death.

 20nWhoever sacrifices to any god, other than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to destruction.[6]

 21oYou shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22pYou shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23If you do mistreat them, and they qcry out to me, I will surely rhear their cry, 24and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and syour wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.

 25tIf you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. 26uIf ever you take your neighbors cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 27for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he qcries to me, I will hear, for I am vcompassionate.

 28wYou shall not revile God, nor wcurse a ruler of your people.

 29You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses. xThe firstborn of your sons you shall give to me. 30yYou shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep: zseven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth day you shall give it to me.

 31aYou shall be consecrated to me. Therefore byou shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; cyou shall throw it to the dogs.

 EXODUS 23 dYou shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked man to be a emalicious witness. 2You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to pervert justice, 3fnor shall you be partial to a poor man in his lawsuit.

 4gIf you meet your enemys ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. 5If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him.

 6hYou shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7dKeep far from a false charge, and ido not kill the innocent and righteous, for jI will not acquit the wicked. 8kAnd you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of those who are in the right.

 9lYou shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Laws About the Sabbath and Festivals

 10mFor six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield, 11but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard.

 12nSix days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; that your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of your servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed.

 13oPay attention to all that I have said to you, and make no mention of the names of other gods, nor let it be heard on your lips.

 14pThree times in the year you shall keep a feast to me. 15qYou shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of rAbib, for in it you came out of Egypt. sNone shall appear before me empty-handed. 16You shall keep tthe Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the uFeast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. 17pThree times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord GOD.

 18vYou shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the fat of my feast remain until the morning.

 19The best of the wfirstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.

xYou shall not boil a young goat in its mothers milk.

Conquest of Canaan Promised

 20yBehold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 21Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; zdo not rebel against him, afor he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.

 22But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, then bI will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.

 23yWhen my angel goes before you and brings you cto the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I blot them out, 24you shall dnot bow down to their gods nor serve them, enor do as they do, but fyou shall utterly overthrow them and break their gpillars in pieces. 25You hshall serve the LORD your God, and ihe[1] will bless your bread and your water, and jI will take sickness away from among you. 26kNone shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the lnumber of your days. 27I will send mmy terror before you and will throw into nconfusion all the people against whom you shall come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28And oI will send hornets[2] before you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 29pI will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have increased and possess the land. 31qAnd I will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates,[3] for rI will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 32sYou shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 33They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, tit will surely be a snare to you.

The Covenant Confirmed

 EXODUS 24 Then he said to Moses, Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, uNadab, and Abihu, and vseventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. 2Moses walone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.

 3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and xall the rules.[1] And all the people answered with one voice and said, yAll the words that the LORD has spoken we will do. 4And zMoses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve apillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And bMoses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, xAll that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient. 8cAnd Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.

 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and dseventy of the elders of Israel ewent up, 10and they fsaw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of gsapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and hate and drank.

 12The LORD said to Moses, iCome up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the jtablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction. 13So Moses rose with his assistant kJoshua, and Moses went up linto the mountain of God. 14And he said to the elders, Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and mHur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.

 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and nthe cloud covered the mountain. 16oThe glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a pdevouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses qwas on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

Contributions for the Sanctuary

 EXODUS 25 The LORD said to Moses, 2rSpeak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From severy man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4tblue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats hair, 5tanned urams skins, goatskins,[1] acacia wood, 6voil for the lamps, wspices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the xephod and for the breastpiece. 8And let them make me a ysanctuary, that zI may dwell in their midst. 9aExactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the btabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.

The Ark of the Covenant

 10cThey shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits[2] and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 11You shall overlay it with dpure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around it. 12You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its efour feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it. 13You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 15The fpoles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16gAnd you shall put into the ark the htestimony that I shall give you.

 17iYou shall make a mercy seat[3] of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 18And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of jhammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. kOf one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. 20lThe cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 21And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you. 22mThere I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from nbetween the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.

The Table for Bread

 23oYou shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 24You shall overlay it with ppure gold and make a molding of gold around it. 25And you shall make a rim around it a handbreadth[4] wide, and a molding of gold around the rim. 26And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27Close to the frame the rings shall lie, as qholders for the poles to carry the table. 28You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, and the table shall be carried with these. 29And you shall make its plates and rdishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with which to pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30And you shall set the sbread of the Presence on the table before me regularly.

The Golden Lampstand

 31tYou shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 33three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branchso for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 34And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 35and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 37You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps ushall be set up so as vto give light on the space in front of it. 38Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent[5] of pure gold. 40And wsee that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the mountain.

The Tabernacle

 EXODUS 26 Moreover, xyou shall make the ytabernacle with ten curtains of zfine twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns; you shall make them with cherubim zskillfully worked into them. 2The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits,[1] and the breadth of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains shall be the same size. 3Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled to one another. 4And you shall make loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first set. Likewise you shall make loops on the edge of the outermost curtain in the second set. 5Fifty loops you shall make on the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops shall be opposite one another. 6And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains one to the other with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may be a single whole.

 7You shall also make acurtains of goats hair for a tent over the tabernacle; eleven curtains shall you make. 8The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. The eleven curtains shall be the same size. 9You shall couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves, and the sixth curtain you shall double over at the front of the tent. 10You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in the second set.

 11You shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and put the clasps into the loops, and couple the tent together that it may be a single whole. 12And the part that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. 13And the extra that remains in the length of the curtains, the cubit on the one side, and the cubit on the other side, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and that side, to cover it. 14bAnd you shall make for the tent a covering of tanned crams skins and a covering of goatskins on top.

 15You shall make upright frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 16Ten cubits shall be the length of a frame, and a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 17There shall be two tenons in each frame, for fitting together. So shall you do for all the frames of the tabernacle. 18You shall make the frames for the tabernacle: twenty frames for the south side; 19and forty bases of silver you shall make under the twenty frames, two bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons; 20and for the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side twenty frames, 21and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame, and two bases under the next frame. 22And for the rear of the tabernacle westward you shall make six frames. 23And you shall make two frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear; 24they shall be separate beneath, but joined at the top, at the first ring. Thus shall it be with both of them; they shall form the two corners. 25And there shall be eight frames, with their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under one frame, and two bases under another frame.

 26You shall make bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 27and five bars for the frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the side of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 28The middle bar, halfway up the frames, shall run from end to end. 29You shall overlay the frames with gold and shall make their rings of gold for dholders for the bars, and you shall overlay the bars with gold. 30Then you shall erect the tabernacle eaccording to the plan for it that you were shown on the mountain.

 31fAnd you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and gfine twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim gskillfully worked into it. 32And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver. 33And you shall hang fthe veil from the clasps, and bring hthe ark of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 34iYou shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the Most Holy Place. 35And jyou shall set the table outside the veil, and the klampstand on the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table, and you shall put the table on the north side.

 36You shall make a lscreen for the entrance of the tent, of mblue and purple and scarlet yarns and gfine twined linen, embroidered with needlework. 37And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia, and overlay them with gold. Their hooks shall be of gold, and you shall cast five bases of bronze for them.

The Bronze Altar

 EXODUS 27 You shall make the naltar of acacia wood, five cubits[1] long and five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits. 2And you shall make ohorns for it on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and pyou shall overlay it with bronze. 3You shall make pots for it to receive its ashes, and shovels and basins and qforks and fire pans. You shall make all its utensils of bronze. 4You shall also make for it a grating, a network of bronze, and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. 5And you shall set it under the ledge of the altar so that the net extends halfway down the altar. 6And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7And the poles shall be put through the rings, so that the poles are on the two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8You shall make it hollow, with boards. rAs it has been shown you on the mountain, so shall it be made.

The Court of the Tabernacle

 9sYou shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the south side the court shall have hangings of fine twined linen a hundred cubits long for one side. 10Its twenty pillars and their twenty bases shall be of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 11And likewise for its length on the north side there shall be hangings a hundred cubits long, its pillars twenty and their bases twenty, of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 12And for the breadth of the court on the west side there shall be hangings for fifty cubits, with ten pillars and ten bases. 13The breadth of the court on the front to the east shall be fifty cubits. 14The hangings for the one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 15On the other side the hangings shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 16For the gate of the court there shall be ta screen twenty cubits long, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework. It shall have four pillars and with them four bases. 17All the pillars around the court shall be filleted with silver. Their hooks shall be of silver, and their bases of bronze. 18The length of the court shall be a hundred cubits, the breadth fifty, and the height five cubits, with hangings of fine twined linen and bases of bronze. 19All the utensils of the tabernacle for every use, and all its pegs and all the pegs of the court, shall be of bronze.

Oil for the Lamp

 20uYou shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a lamp may regularly be set up to burn. 21vIn the tent of meeting, woutside the veil that is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening to morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to be observed throughout their generations by the people of Israel.

The Priests Garments

 EXODUS 28 Then bring near to you xAaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, to serve me as priestsAaron and Aarons sons, yNadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2zAnd you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3You shall speak to all the askillful, whom I have filled with a spirit of skill, that they make Aarons garments to consecrate him for my priesthood. 4These are the garments that they shall make: a bbreastpiece, an cephod, da robe, ea coat of checker work, ea turban, and ea sash. They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as priests. 5They shall receive fgold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen.

 6gAnd they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined linen, skillfully worked. 7It shall have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may be joined together. 8And the hskillfully woven band on it shall be made like it and be of one piece with it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 10six of their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the other stone, in the order of their birth. 11As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in settings of gold filigree. 12And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And iAaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders jfor remembrance. 13You shall make settings of gold filigree, 14and two chains of pure gold, twisted like cords; and you shall attach the corded chains to the settings.

 15kYou shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall make itof gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it. 16It shall be square and doubled, a span[1] its length and a span its breadth. 17lYou shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius,[2] topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree. 21There shall be twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They shall be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 22You shall make for the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 23And you shall make for the breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 24And you shall put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 25The two ends of the two cords you shall attach to the two settings of filigree, and so attach it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 26You shall make two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 27And you shall make two rings of gold, and attach them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the mskillfully woven band of the ephod. 28And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it may lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not come loose from the ephod. 29nSo Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to regular oremembrance before the LORD. 30And in the breastpiece of judgment pyou shall put the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on Aarons heart, when he goes in before the LORD. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart before the LORD regularly.

 31qYou shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32It shall have an opening for the head in the middle of it, with a woven binding around the opening, like the opening in a garment,[3] so that it may not tear. 33On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with bells of gold between them, 34a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, around the hem of the robe. 35And it shall be on Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into the Holy Place before the LORD, and when he comes out, so that he does not die.

 36You shall make ra plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet, sHoly to the LORD. 37And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be on the front of the turban. 38It shall be on Aarons forehead, and Aaron shall tbear any guilt from the holy things that the people of Israel consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.

 39You shall weave the coat in checker work of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, and you shall make a sash embroidered with needlework.

 40uFor Aarons sons you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them vfor glory and beauty. 41And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and shall wanoint them and ordain them and xconsecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 42You shall make for them ylinen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to the thighs; 43and they shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when they come near the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they zbear guilt and die. aThis shall be a statute forever for him and for his offspring after him.

Consecration of the Priests

 EXODUS 29 Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. bTake one bull of the herd and two rams without blemish, 2cand unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You shall make them of fine wheat flour. 3You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, and bring the bull and the two rams. 4You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and dwash them with water. 5Then eyou shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the coat and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and gird him with the fskillfully woven band of the ephod. 6gAnd you shall set the turban on his head and put the holy crown on the turban. 7You shall take hthe anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 8Then you ishall bring his sons and put coats on them, 9and you shall gird Aaron and his sons with jsashes and bind caps on them. And kthe priesthood shall be theirs by a statute forever. Thus you shall lordain Aaron and his sons.

 10Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting. mAaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull. 11Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 12and nshall take part of the blood of the bull and put it on the ohorns of the altar with your finger, and the rest of[1] the blood you shall pour out at the base of the altar. 13And you shall take all pthe fat that covers the entrails, and the long lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar. 14But the flesh of the bull and its skin and its dung you shall burn with fire qoutside the camp; rit is a sin offering.

 15Then syou shall take one of the rams, and tAaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram, 16and you shall kill the ram and shall take its blood and throw it against the sides of the altar. 17Then you shall ucut the ram into pieces, and wash its entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and its head, 18and burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD. It is a vpleasing aroma, a food offering[2] to the LORD.

 19wYou shall take the other ram, tand Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram, 20and you shall kill the ram and take part of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tips of the right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the great toes of their right feet, and throw the rest of the blood against the sides of the altar. 21Then you shall take part of the blood that is on the altar, and of the xanointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments, and on his sons and his sons garments with him. He and his garments shall be holy, and his sons and his sons garments with him.

 22You shall also take the fat from the ram and the fat tail and the yfat that covers the entrails, and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and the right thigh (for it is a ram of zordination), 23and aone loaf of bread and one cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer out of the basket of unleavened bread that is before the LORD. 24You shall put all these on the palms of Aaron and on the palms of his sons, and bwave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 25Then cyou shall take them from their hands and burn them on the altar on top of the burnt offering, as a dpleasing aroma before the LORD. It is a food offering to the LORD.

 26You shall take the ebreast of the ram of Aarons fordination and gwave it for a wave offering before the LORD, and it shall be your portion. 27And you shall consecrate the hbreast of the wave offering that is waved and the ithigh of the priests portion that is contributed from the ram of fordination, from what was Aarons and his sons. 28It shall be for Aaron and his sons as a jperpetual due from the people of Israel, for it is a gcontribution. It shall be a gcontribution from the people of Israel from their peace offerings, their contribution to the LORD.

 29The holy garments of Aaron kshall be for his sons after him; they shall lbe anointed in them and ordained in them. 30The son who succeeds him as priest, who comes into the tent of meeting to minister in the Holy Place, shall wear them mseven days.

 31You shall take the ram of ordination and nboil its flesh in a holy place. 32And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and the obread that is in the basket in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 33pThey shall eat those things with which atonement was made at their ordination and consecration, but an qoutsider shall not eat of them, because they are holy. 34And if any of the flesh for the ordination or of the bread remain until the morning, then you shall rburn the remainder with fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy.

 35Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I have commanded you. Through sseven days shall you ordain them, 36and every day you shall offer a tbull as a sin offering for atonement. Also you shall purify the altar, when you make atonement for it, and shall uanoint it to consecrate it. 37Seven days you shall make atonement for the altar and consecrate it, and the valtar shall be most holy. wWhatever touches the altar shall become holy.

 38Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: xtwo lambs a year old yday by day regularly. 39One lamb you shall offer zin the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer aat twilight. 40And with the first lamb a tenth measure[3] of fine flour mingled with a fourth of a hin[4] of beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41The other lamb you shall offer aat twilight, and shall offer with it a grain offering and its drink offering, as bin the morning, for a cpleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 42It shall be a dregular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD, ewhere I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43There I will meet with the people of Israel, and it shall be fsanctified by my glory. 44I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. gAaron also and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests. 45hI will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. 46And they shall know that iI am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.

The Altar of Incense

 EXODUS 30 jYou shall make kan altar on which to burn incense; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2A cubit[1] shall be its length, and a cubit its breadth. It shall be square, and two cubits shall be its height. lIts horns shall be of one piece with it. 3You shall moverlay it with pure gold, its top and around its sides and its horns. And you shall make a molding of gold around it. 4And you shall make two golden rings for it. Under its molding on two opposite sides of it you shall make them, and they shall be nholders for poles with which to carry it. 5You shall make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 6And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the omercy seat that is above the testimony, where I will meet with you. 7And Aaron shall pburn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when he qdresses the lamps he shall burn it, 8and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he shall burn it, a regular incense offering before the LORD throughout your generations. 9You shall not offer runauthorized incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering, and you shall not pour a drink offering on it. 10sAaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year. With the blood of the tsin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the year throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.

The Census Tax

 11The LORD said to Moses, 12uWhen you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give va ransom for his life to the LORD when you number them, that there be no plague among them when you number them. 13Each one who is numbered in the census shall give this: half a shekel[2] according to the wshekel of the sanctuary (the xshekel is twenty gerahs),[3] yhalf a shekel as an offering to the LORD. 14Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and upward, shall give the LORDs offering. 15The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less, than ythe half shekel, when you give the LORDs offering to make atonement for your lives. 16You shall take the atonement money from the people of Israel and shall zgive it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring the people of Israel to aremembrance before the LORD, so as to make atonement for your lives.

The Bronze Basin

 17The LORD said to Moses, 18You shall also make a bbasin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. bYou shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 19with which Aaron and his sons cshall wash their hands and their feet. 20When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering[4] to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21They shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall dbe a statute forever to them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations.

The Anointing Oil and Incense

 22The LORD said to Moses, 23Take the efinest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, 250, and 250 of faromatic cane, 24and 500 of cassia, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and a ghin[5] of olive oil. 25And you shall make of these a sacred anointing oil blended as by the hperfumer; it shall be a iholy anointing oil. 26jWith it you shall anoint the tent of meeting and the ark of the testimony, 27and the table and all its utensils, and the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of incense, 28and the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils and the kbasin and its stand. 29You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy. lWhatever touches them will become holy. 30mYou shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 31And you shall say to the people of Israel, This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout your generations. 32It shall not be poured on the body of an ordinary person, and you shall make no other like it in composition. nIt is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 33oWhoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of it on an outsider shall be cut off from his people.

 34The LORD said to Moses, pTake sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with pure frankincense (of each shall there be an equal part), 35and make an qincense blended as by the rperfumer, sseasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36You shall beat some of it very small, and put part of it before the testimony in the tent of meeting twhere I shall meet with you. uIt shall be most holy for you. 37And the incense that you shall make vaccording to its composition, you shall not make for yourselves. It shall be for you holy to the LORD. 38wWhoever makes any like it to use as perfume shall be cut off from his people.

Oholiab and Bezalel

 EXODUS 31 The LORD said to Moses, 2See, I have called by name xBezalel the son of Uri, son of yHur, of the tribe of Judah, 3and I have zfilled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6And behold, I have appointed with him aOholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men bability, that they may make all that I have commanded you: 7cthe tent of meeting, and dthe ark of the testimony, and ethe mercy seat that is on it, and all the furnishings of the tent, 8fthe table and its utensils, and gthe pure lampstand with all its utensils, and hthe altar of incense, 9and ithe altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and jthe basin and its stand, 10and kthe finely worked garments,[1] the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests, 11and lthe anointing oil and the fragrant mincense for the Holy Place. According to all that I have commanded you, they shall do.

The Sabbath

 12And the LORD said to Moses, 13You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you. 14You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who profanes it shall be put to death. nWhoever does any work on it, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 15oSix days shall work be done, but pthe seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD. nWhoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. 16Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. 17qIt is a sign forever between me and the people of Israel that rin six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and son the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.

 18And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the ttwo tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with uthe finger of God.

The Golden Calf

 EXODUS 32 When the people saw that Moses vdelayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, wUp, make us gods who shall xgo before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him. 2So Aaron said to them, Take off the yrings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me. 3So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4zAnd he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden[1] calf. And they said, aThese are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt! 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron bmade a proclamation and said, Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD. 6And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And cthe people sat down to eat and drink and rose up dto play.

 7And the LORD said to Moses, eGo down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have fcorrupted themselves. 8They have turned aside quickly out of the way that gI commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt! 9And the LORD said to Moses, I have seen this people, and behold, hit is a stiff-necked people. 10Now therefore ilet me alone, that jmy wrath may burn hot against them and kI may consume them, in order that lI may make a great nation of you.

 11But mMoses implored the LORD his God and said, O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12nWhy should the Egyptians say, With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from your burning anger and orelent from this disaster against your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you pswore by your own self, and said to them, qI will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever. 14And the LORD rrelented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.

 15Then sMoses turned and went down from the mountain with the ttwo tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16uThe tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17When vJoshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 18But he said, It is not the sound of wshouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear. 19And as soon as he came near the camp and xsaw the calf and the dancing, Moses anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it.

 21And Moses said to Aaron, yWhat did this people do to you that you have brought such a great sin upon them? 22And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. zYou know the people, that they are set on evil. 23For athey said to me, Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him. 24So bI said to them, Let any who have gold take it off. So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.

 25And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, cto the derision of their enemies), 26then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, Who is on the LORDs side? Come to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. 27And he said to them, Thus says the LORD God of Israel, Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you dkill his brother and his companion and his neighbor. 28And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three thousand men of the people fell. 29And Moses said, Today you have been eordained for the service of the LORD, each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a blessing upon you this day.

 30The next day Moses said to the people, fYou have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; gperhaps I can make atonement for your sin. 31So Moses returned to the LORD and said, Alas, fthis people has sinned a great sin. They have hmade for themselves gods of gold. 32But now, if iyou will forgive their sinbut if not, please jblot me out of kyour book that you have written. 33But the LORD said to Moses, lWhoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. 34mBut now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; nbehold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.

 35Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron made.

The Command to Leave Sinai

 EXODUS 33 The LORD said to Moses, Depart; go up from here, you oand the people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, To pyour offspring I will give it. 2I will send an qangel before you, rand I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3sGo up to a land flowing with milk and honey; tbut I will not go up among you, ulest I consume you on the way, for you are a vstiff-necked people.

 4When the people heard this disastrous word, they wmourned, and xno one put on his ornaments. 5For the LORD had said to Moses, Say to the people of Israel, You are a vstiff-necked people; if for a single moment I should go up among you, I would yconsume you. So now xtake off your ornaments, that I may know what to do with you. 6Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.

The Tent of Meeting

 7Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and zhe called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who asought the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and beach would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9When Moses entered the tent, the cpillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD[1] would speak with Moses. 10And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11Thus dthe LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his eassistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent.

Moses Intercession

 12Moses said to the LORD, See, fyou say to me, Bring up this people, but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, gI know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight. 13Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please hshow me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is iyour people. 14And he said, jMy presence will go with you, and kI will give you rest. 15And he said to him, lIf your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? mIs it not in your going with us, nso that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?

 17And the LORD said to Moses, This very thing that you have spoken I will do, ofor you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name. 18Moses said, Please pshow me your glory. 19And he said, qI will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name The LORD. And rI will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But, he said, you cannot see my face, for sman shall not see me and live. 21And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a tcleft of the rock, and I will ucover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall vnot be seen.

Moses Makes New Tablets

 EXODUS 34 The LORD said to Moses, wCut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, xand I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, ywhich you broke. 2Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me zon the top of the mountain. 3No aone shall come up with you, and let no one be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain. 4So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 5The LORD bdescended in the cloud and stood with him there, and cproclaimed the name of the LORD. 6The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, dThe LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and egracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast flove and faithfulness, 7gkeeping steadfast love for thousands,[1] hforgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but iwho will by no means clear the guilty, jvisiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the childrens children, to the third and the fourth generation. 8And Moses quickly kbowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 9And he said, If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please llet the Lord go in the midst of us, for mit is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for nyour inheritance.

The Covenant Renewed

 10And he said, Behold, oI am making a covenant. Before all your people pI will do marvels, such as have not been created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD, for it is an qawesome thing that I will do with you.

 11Observe what I command you this day. Behold, rI will drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12sTake care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a tsnare in your midst. 13You shall utear down their altars and vbreak their pillars and cut down their wAsherim 14(for xyou shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15slest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they ywhore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and zyou are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, 16and you take of atheir daughters for your sons, and their daughters ywhore after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.

 17bYou shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.

 18cYou shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in dthe month Abib, for in the month Abib you came out from Egypt. 19eAll that open the womb are mine, all your male[2] livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep. 20The ffirstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And gnone shall appear before me empty-handed.

 21hSix days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 22iYou shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the years end. 23jThree times in the year shall all your males appear before the LORD God, the God of Israel. 24For I will kcast out nations before you and lenlarge your borders; mno one shall covet your land, when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year.

 25nYou shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, oor let the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover remain until the morning. 26pThe best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God. qYou shall not boil a young goat in its mothers milk.

 27And the LORD said to Moses, Write these words, for in accordance with these words rI have made a covenant with you and with Israel. 28sSo he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he twrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.[3]

The Shining Face of Moses

 29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with uthe two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face vshone because he had been talking with God.[4] 30Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face wshone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he xcommanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a yveil over his face.

 34Whenever Moses zwent in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses face was ashining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Sabbath Regulations

 EXODUS 35 Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of Israel and said to them, bThese are the things that the LORD has commanded you to do. 2cSix days work shall be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. 3dYou shall kindle no fire in all your dwelling places on the Sabbath day.

Contributions for the Tabernacle

 4Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 5eTake from among you a contribution to the LORD. fWhoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the LORDs contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; 6blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats hair, 7tanned rams skins, and goatskins;[1] acacia wood, 8oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.

 10Let gevery skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the LORD has commanded: 11hthe tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12ithe ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the jveil of the screen; 13kthe table with its poles and all its utensils, and the lbread of the Presence; 14mthe lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the noil for the light; 15oand the altar of incense, with its poles, pand the anointing oil and the qfragrant incense, and rthe screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; 16sthe altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the tbasin and its stand; 17uthe hangings of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court; 18vthe pegs of the tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their wcords; 19the xfinely worked garments for ministering[2] in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests.

 20Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 21And they came, yeveryone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, zand brought the LORDs contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments. 22So they came, both men and women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, every man dedicating an offering of gold to the LORD. 23And aevery one who possessed bblue or purple or scarlet yarns or fine linen or goats hair or tanned rams skins or goatskins brought them. 24cEveryone who could make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the LORDs contribution. And every one who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work brought it. 25And every dskillful woman spun with her hands, and they all brought what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 26All the women ywhose hearts stirred them to use their skill spun the goats hair. 27And the eleaders brought onyx stones and stones to be set, for the ephod and for the breastpiece, 28and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. 29fAll the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to bring anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD.

Construction of the Tabernacle

 30gThen Moses said to the people of Israel, See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with hskill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, 32to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 33in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. 34And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan. 35He has hfilled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a weaverby any sort of workman or skilled designer.

 EXODUS 36 Bezalel and Oholiab and ievery craftsman in whom the LORD has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the LORD has commanded.

 2And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone jwhose heart stirred him up to come to do the work. 3And they received from Moses all the kcontribution that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept bringing him lfreewill offerings every morning, 4so that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing, 5and said to Moses, mThe people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do. 6So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, Let no man or woman do anything more for the ncontribution for the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing, 7for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more.

 8oAnd all the craftsmen among the workmen made the tabernacle with ten curtains. They were made of fine twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns, with cherubim skillfully worked. 9The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits,[1] and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. All the curtains were the same size.

 10He[2] coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he coupled to one another. 11He made loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain of the first set. Likewise he made them on the edge of the outermost curtain of the second set. 12He made fifty loops on the one curtain, and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was in the second set. The loops were opposite one another. 13And he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains one to the other with clasps. So the tabernacle was a single whole.

 14He also made curtains of goats hair for a tent over the tabernacle. He made eleven curtains. 15The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. The eleven curtains were the same size. 16He coupled five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves. 17And he made fifty loops on the edge of the outermost curtain of the one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the other connecting curtain. 18And he made fifty clasps of bronze to couple the tent together that it might be a single whole. 19And he made for the tent a covering of tanned rams skins and goatskins.

 20pThen he made the upright frames for the tabernacle of qacacia wood. 21Ten cubits was the length of a frame, and a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 22Each frame had two tenons for fitting together. He did this for all the frames of the tabernacle. 23The frames for the tabernacle he made thus: twenty frames for the south side. 24And he made forty bases of silver under the twenty frames, two bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons. 25For the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, he made twenty frames 26and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame and two bases under the next frame. 27For the rear of the tabernacle westward he made six frames. 28He made two frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear. 29And they were separate beneath but joined at the top, at the first ring. He made two of them this way for the two corners. 30There were eight frames with their bases of silver: sixteen bases, under every frame two bases.

 31He made bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 32and five bars for the frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 33And he made the middle bar to run from end to end halfway up the frames. 34And he overlaid the frames with gold, and made their rings of gold for holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.

 35rHe made the veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; with cherubim skillfully worked into it he made it. 36And for it he made four pillars of acacia and overlaid them with gold. Their hooks were of gold, and he cast for them four bases of silver. 37He also made a screen for the entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework, 38and its five pillars with their hooks. He overlaid their capitals, and their fillets were of gold, but their five bases were of bronze.

Making the Ark

 EXODUS 37 sBezalel made the ark of acacia wood. Two cubits[1] and a half was its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 2And he overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of gold around it. 3And he cast for it four rings of gold for its tfour feet, two rings on its one side and two rings on its other side. 4And he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold 5and put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark. 6And he made a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half was its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 7And he made two cherubim of gold. He made them of hammered work on the two ends of the mercy seat, 8one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat he made the cherubim on its two ends. 9The cherubim spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, with their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat were the faces of the cherubim.

Making the Table

 10uHe also made the table of acacia wood. Two cubits was its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 11And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a molding of gold around it. 12And he made a rim around it a handbreadth[2] wide, and made a molding of gold around the rim. 13He cast for it four rings of gold and fastened the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 14Close to the frame were the rings, as holders for the poles to carry the table. 15He made the poles of acacia wood to carry the table, and overlaid them with gold. 16And he made the vessels of pure gold that were to be on the table, its plates and dishes for incense, and its bowls and flagons with which to pour drink offerings.

Making the Lampstand

 17vHe also made the lampstand of pure gold. He made the lampstand of hammered work. Its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers were of one piece with it. 18And there were six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 19three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branchso for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 20And on the lampstand itself were four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 21and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out of it. 22Their calyxes and their branches were of one piece with it. The whole of it was a single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 23And he made its seven lamps and its tongs and its trays of pure gold. 24He made it and all its utensils out of a talent[3] of pure gold.

Making the Altar of Incense

 25wHe made the altar of incense of acacia wood. Its length was a cubit, and its breadth was a cubit. It was square, and two cubits was its height. Its horns were of one piece with it. 26He overlaid it with pure gold, its top and around its sides and its horns. And he made a molding of gold around it, 27and made two rings of gold on it under its molding, on two opposite sides of it, as holders for the poles with which to carry it. 28And he made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.

 29xHe made the holy anointing oil also, and the ypure fragrant incense, blended as by the perfumer.

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering

 EXODUS 38 zHe made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood. Five cubits[1] was its length, and five cubits its breadth. It was square, and three cubits was its height. 2He made horns for it on its four corners. Its horns were of one piece with it, and he overlaid it with bronze. 3And he made all the utensils of the altar, the pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and the fire pans. He made all its utensils of bronze. 4And he made for the altar a grating, a network of bronze, under its ledge, extending halfway down. 5He cast four rings on the four corners of the bronze grating as holders for the poles. 6He made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7And he put the poles through the rings on the sides of the altar to carry it with them. He made it hollow, with boards.

Making the Bronze Basin

 8aHe made the basin of bronze and its stand of bronze, from the mirrors of the bministering women who ministered in the entrance of the tent of meeting.

Making the Court

 9cAnd he made the court. For the south side the hangings of the court were of fine twined linen, a hundred cubits; 10their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 11And for the north side there were hangings of a hundred cubits, their twenty pillars, their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 12And for the west side were hangings of fifty cubits, their ten pillars, and their ten bases; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 13And for the front to the east, fifty cubits. 14The hangings for one side of the gate were fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 15And so for the other side. On both sides of the gate of the court were hangings of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three bases. 16All the hangings around the court were of fine twined linen. 17And the bases for the pillars were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. The overlaying of their capitals was also of silver, and all the pillars of the court were filleted with silver. 18And the screen for the gate of the court was embroidered with needlework in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It was twenty cubits long and five cubits high in its breadth, corresponding to the hangings of the court. 19And their pillars were four in number. Their four bases were of bronze, their hooks of silver, and the overlaying of their capitals and their fillets of silver. 20And all the pegs for the tabernacle and for the court all around were of bronze.

Materials for the Tabernacle

 21These are the records of the tabernacle, dthe tabernacle of the testimony, as they were recorded at the commandment of Moses, the responsibility of the Levites eunder the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 22fBezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD commanded Moses; 23and with him was fOholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver and designer and embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen.

 24All the gold that was used for the work, in all the construction of the sanctuary, the gold from the offering, was twenty-nine talents and 730 shekels,[2] by gthe shekel of the sanctuary. 25The silver from those of the congregation who were recorded was a hundred talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary: 26a gbeka[3] a head (that is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the sanctuary), for everyone who was listed in the records, from twenty years old and upward, for h603,550 men. 27The hundred talents of silver were for casting the ibases of the sanctuary and the bases of the veil; a hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent a base. 28And of the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for the pillars and overlaid their capitals and made fillets for them. 29The bronze that was offered was seventy talents and 2,400 shekels; 30with it he made the jbases for the entrance of the tent of meeting, kthe bronze altar and the bronze grating for it and all the utensils of the altar, 31the lbases around the court, and the mbases of the gate of the court, all the npegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs around the court.

Making the Priestly Garments

 EXODUS 39 From the oblue and purple and scarlet yarns they made pfinely woven garments,[1] for ministering in the Holy Place. They made the holy garments for Aaron, qas the LORD had commanded Moses.

 2rHe made the ephod of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 3And they hammered out gold leaf, and he cut it into threads to work into the blue and purple and the scarlet yarns, and into the fine twined linen, in skilled design. 4They made for the ephod attaching shoulder pieces, joined to it at its two edges. 5And the skillfully woven band on it was of one piece with it and made like it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

 6They made the onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold filigree, and engraved like the engravings of a signet, according to the names of the sons of Israel. 7And he set them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod to be stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

 8sHe made the breastpiece, in skilled work, in the style of the ephod, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9It was square. They made the breastpiece doubled, a span[2] its length and a span its breadth when doubled. 10And they set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle was the first row; 11and the second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 12and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in settings of gold filigree. 14There were twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They were like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 15And they made on the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 16And they made two settings of gold filigree and two gold rings, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 17And they put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 18They attached the two ends of the two cords to the two settings of filigree. Thus they attached it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 19Then they made two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 20And they made two rings of gold, and attached them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 21And they bound the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it should lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, and that the breastpiece should not come loose from the ephod, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

 22tHe also made the robe of the ephod woven all of blue, 23and the opening of the robe in it was like the opening in a garment, with a binding around the opening, so that it might not tear. 24On the hem of the robe they made pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 25They also made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates all around the hem of the robe, between the pomegranates 26a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate around the hem of the robe for ministering, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

 27uThey also made the coats, woven of fine vlinen, for Aaron and his sons, 28and the vturban of fine linen, and the caps of fine linen, and the linen undergarments of fine twined linen, 29and the sash of fine twined linen and of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, embroidered with needlework, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

 30wThey made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription, like the engraving of a signet, Holy to the LORD. 31And they tied to it a cord of blue to fasten it on the turban above, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

 32Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished, and the people of Israel did xaccording to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did. 33Then they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its hooks, its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 34the covering of tanned rams skins and goatskins, and the yveil of the screen; 35the ark of the testimony with its poles and the mercy seat; 36the table with all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 37zthe lampstand of pure gold and its lamps with the lamps set and all its utensils, and the oil for the light; 38athe golden altar, the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and bthe screen for the entrance of the tent; 39the bronze altar, and its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the basin and its stand; 40cthe hangings of the court, its pillars, and its bases, and the dscreen for the gate of the court, its ecords, and its pegs; and all the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting; 41the finely worked garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons for their service as priests. 42fAccording to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the people of Israel had done all the work. 43And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the LORD had commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses gblessed them.

The Tabernacle Erected

 EXODUS 40 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2On the hfirst day of the first month you shall ierect the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3And you shall put in it the ark of the testimony, and you shall jscreen the ark with the veil. 4And kyou shall bring in the table and arrange it, and lyou shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5mAnd you shall put the golden altar for incense before the ark of the testimony, and set up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 6nYou shall set the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7oand place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8And you shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen for the gate of the court.

 9Then you shall take the panointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and consecrate it and all its furniture, so that it may become holy. 10You shall also anoint qthe altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar, rso that the altar may become most holy. 11You shall also anoint the basin and its stand, and consecrate it. 12sThen you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall wash them with water 13and put on Aaron the holy garments. And you shall anoint him and consecrate him, that he may serve me as priest. 14You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, 15tand anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may serve me as priests. And their anointing shall admit them to a uperpetual priesthood throughout their generations.

 16This Moses did; according to all that the LORD commanded him, so he did. 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, vthe tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He wtook the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and xset up the veil of the screen, and screened ythe ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 22zHe put the table in the tent of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil, 23and arranged the bread on it before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 24aHe put the lampstand in the tent of meeting, opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle, 25band set up the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 26cHe put the golden altar in the tent of meeting before the veil, 27and burned fragrant incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 28dHe put in place the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 29eAnd he set the altar of burnt offering at the entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the burnt offering and the fgrain offering, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 30gHe set the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it for washing, 31with which Moses and hAaron and his sons iwashed their hands and their feet. 32When they went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, they washed, as the LORD commanded Moses. 33jAnd he erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So kMoses finished the work.

The Glory of the LORD

 34Then lthe cloud covered the tent of meeting, and mthe glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, nwhenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But oif the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 1

[1] 1:22 Samaritan, Septuagint, Targum; Hebrew lacks to the Hebrews


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 2

[1] 2:3 Hebrew papyrus reeds

[2] 2:10 Moses sounds like the Hebrew for draw out

[3] 2:11 Hebrew brothers

[4] 2:22 Gershom sounds like the Hebrew for sojourner


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 3

[1] 3:14 Or I AM WHAT I AM, or I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE

[2] 3:15 The word LORD, when spelled with capital letters, stands for the divine name, YHWH, which is here connected with the verb hayah, to be in verse 14

[3] 3:19 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew go, not by a mighty hand


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 Hebrew into your bosom; also verse 7

[2] 4:6 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[3] 4:25 Hebrew his


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 5

[1] 5:5 Samaritan they are now more numerous than the people of the land


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 6

[1] 6:3 Hebrew El Shaddai


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 8

[1] 8:1 Ch 7:26 in Hebrew

[2] 8:3 Or among your people

[3] 8:5 Ch 8:1 in Hebrew

[4] 8:12 Or which he had brought upon Pharaoh

[5] 8:22 Or that I the LORD am in the land

[6] 8:23 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew set redemption


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 9

[1] 9:14 Hebrew on your heart

[2] 9:32 A type of wheat


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 10

[1] 10:10 Hebrew before your face


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 12

[1] 12:6 Hebrew between the two evenings

[2] 12:44 Or servant; the Hebrew term ebed designates a range of social and economic roles (see Preface)


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 13

[1] 13:19 Samaritan, Septuagint; Hebrew he


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 14

[1] 14:20 Septuagint and the night passed

[2] 14:25 Or binding (compare Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac); Hebrew removing

[3] 14:27 Hebrew shook off


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 15

[1] 15:1 Or its chariot; also verse 21

[2] 15:23 Marah means bitterness

[3] 15:25 Or tree

[4] 15:25 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 16

[1] 16:15 Or It is manna. Hebrew man hu

[2] 16:16 An omer was about 2 quarts or 2 liters

[3] 16:36 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 17

[1] 17:7 Massah means testing

[2] 17:7 Meribah means quarreling

[3] 17:16 A slight change would yield upon the banner


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 18

[1] 18:3 Gershom sounds like the Hebrew word for sojourner

[2] 18:4 Eliezer means My God is help

[3] 18:6 Hebrew; Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac behold

[4] 18:11 Hebrew with them


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 19

[1] 19:13 That is, shot with an arrow


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 20

[1] 20:3 Or besides

[2] 20:6 Or to the thousandth generation

[3] 20:13 The Hebrew word also covers causing human death through carelessness or negligence

[4] 20:18 Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Masoretic Text the people saw


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 21

[1] 21:2 Or servant; the Hebrew term ebed designates a range of social and economic roles; also verses 5, 6, 7, 20, 21, 26, 27, 32 (see Preface)

[2] 21:8 Or so that he has not designated her

[3] 21:17 Or dishonors; Septuagint reviles

[4] 21:23 Or so that her children come out and it is clear who was to blame, he shall be fined as the woman's husband shall impose on him, and he alone shall pay. If it is unclear who was to blame... ;

[5] 21:32 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 22

[1] 22:1 Ch 21:37 in Hebrew

[2] 22:2 Ch 22:1 in Hebrew

[3] 22:15 Or it is reckoned in (Hebrew comes into) its hiring fee

[4] 22:16 Or a girl of marriageable age; also verse 17

[5] 22:16 Or engagement present; also verse 17

[6] 22:20 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 23

[1] 23:25 Septuagint, Vulgate I

[2] 23:28 Or the hornet

[3] 23:31 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 24

[1] 24:3 Or all the just decrees


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 25

[1] 25:5 Uncertain; possibly dolphin skins, or dugong skins; compare 26:14

[2] 25:10 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[3] 25:17 Or cover

[4] 25:25 A handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters

[5] 25:39 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 26

[1] 26:2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 27

[1] 27:1 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 28

[1] 28:16 A span was about 9 inches or 22 centimeters

[2] 28:17 The identity of some of these stones is uncertain

[3] 28:32 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain; possibly coat of mail


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 29

[1] 29:12 Hebrew all

[2] 29:18 Or an offering by fire; also verses 25, 41

[3] 29:40 Possibly an ephah (about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters)

[4] 29:40 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 30

[1] 30:2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 30:13 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 30:13 A gerah was about 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram

[4] 30:20 Or an offering by fire

[5] 30:24 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 31

[1] 31:10 Or garments for worship


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 32

[1] 32:4 Hebrew cast metal; also verse 8


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 33

[1] 33:9 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 34

[1] 34:7 Or to the thousandth generation

[2] 34:19 Septuagint, Theodotion, Vulgate, Targum; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 34:28 Hebrew the ten words

[4] 34:29 Hebrew him


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 35

[1] 35:7 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain; also verse 23; compare 25:5

[2] 35:19 Or garments for worship; see 31:10


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 36

[1] 36:9 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 36:10 Probably Bezalel (compare 35:30; 37:1)


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 37

[1] 37:1 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 37:12 A handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters

[3] 37:24 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 38

[1] 38:1 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 38:24 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms; a shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 38:26 A beka was about 1/5 ounce or 5.5 grams


Footnotes for Exodus, Chapter 39

[1] 39:1 Or garments for worship

[2] 39:9 A span was about 9 inches or 22 centimeters
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Leviticus

Laws for Burnt Offerings

 LEVITICUS 1 aThe LORD called Moses and spoke to him bfrom the tent of meeting, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, cWhen any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock.

 3If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer da male without blemish. He shall bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. 4eHe shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be faccepted for him gto make atonement for him. 5Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aarons sons the priests shall bring the blood hand throw the blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 6Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces, 7and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and iarrange wood on the fire. 8And Aarons sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat, on the wood that is on the fire on the altar; 9but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of it on the altar, as ja burnt offering, a food offering[1] with a kpleasing aroma to the LORD.

 10If his gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from the sheep or goats, he shall bring a male without blemish, 11land he shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD, and Aarons sons the priests shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 12And he shall cut it into pieces, with its head and its fat, and the priest shall arrange them on the wood that is on the fire on the altar, 13but the entrails and the legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall offer all of it and burn it on the altar; it is ja burnt offering, a food offering with ka pleasing aroma to the LORD.

 14If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall bring his offering of mturtledoves or pigeons. 15And the priest shall bring it to the altar and wring off its head and burn it on the altar. Its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar. 16He shall remove its crop with its contents[2] and cast it nbeside the altar on the east side, in the place for ashes. 17He shall tear it open by its wings, but oshall not sever it completely. And the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

Laws for Grain Offerings

 LEVITICUS 2 When anyone brings a pgrain offering as an offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. qHe shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it 2and bring it to Aarons sons the priests. And he shall take from it a handful of the fine flour and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall burn this as its rmemorial portion on the altar, a food soffering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 3But the trest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; uit is a most holy part of the LORDs food offerings.

 4When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an offering, it shall be vunleavened loaves of fine flour mixed with oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil. 5And if your offering is a grain offering wbaked on a griddle, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mixed with oil. 6You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7And if your offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil. 8And you shall bring the grain offering that is made of these things to the LORD, and when it is presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar. 9And the priest shall take from the grain offering its memorial portion and burn this on the altar, a food xoffering with a ypleasing aroma to the LORD. 10But the zrest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; zit is a most holy part of the LORDs food offerings.

 11No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be made with aleaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey as a food offering to the LORD. 12bAs an offering of firstfruits you may bring them to the LORD, but they shall not be offered on the altar for a pleasing aroma. 13You cshall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the dsalt of the covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering; ewith all your offerings you shall offer salt.

 14If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the LORD, you shall offer for the grain offering of your firstfruits fresh fears, roasted with fire, crushed new grain. 15And gyou shall put oil on it and lay frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. 16And the priest shall burn as its hmemorial portion some of the crushed grain and some of the oil with all of its frankincense; it is a food offering to the LORD.

Laws for Peace Offerings

 LEVITICUS 3 If his offering is ia sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd, male or female, jhe shall offer it kwithout blemish before the LORD. 2And lhe shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and Aarons sons the priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar. 3And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer mthe fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 4nand the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 5Then Aarons sons oshall burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on the wood on the fire; it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

 6If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD is an animal from the flock, male or female, he shall offer it kwithout blemish. 7If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it before the LORD, 8lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; and Aarons sons shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 9Then from the sacrifice of the peace offering he shall offer as a food offering to the LORD its fat; he shall remove the whole pfat tail, cut off close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 10and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove qwith the kidneys. 11And the priest shall burn it on the altar as ra food offering to the LORD.

 12If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD 13and lay his hand on its head and kill it in front of the tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 14Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 15and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove qwith the kidneys. 16And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a rfood offering with a pleasing aroma. sAll fat is the LORDs. 17It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that you eat neither sfat nor tblood.

Laws for Sin Offerings

 LEVITICUS 4 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel, saying, uIf anyone sins unintentionally[1] in any of the LORDs commandments vabout things not to be done, and does any one of them, 3if it is the anointed priest who wsins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for the sin that he has committed xa bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering. 4He shall bring the bull to the yentrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay his hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD. 5And the anointed priest zshall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting, 6and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and zsprinkle part of the blood seven times before the LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 7And the priest ashall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the LORD that is in the tent of meeting, and ball the rest of the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And all the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, cthe fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 9dand the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys 10(just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11But ethe skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung 12all the rest of the bullhe shall carry foutside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap, and shall gburn it up on a fire of wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.

 13hIf the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally[2] and ithe thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they do any one of the things that by the LORDs commandments ought not to be done, and they realize their guilt,[3] 14jwhen the sin which they have committed becomes known, the assembly shall offer a bull from the herd for a sin offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting. 15And the elders of the congregation kshall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD, and the bull shall be killed before the LORD. 16Then lthe anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of the bull into the tent of meeting, 17and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD in front of the veil. 18And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is in the tent of meeting before the LORD, and the rest of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 19And all its fat he shall take from it and burn on the altar. 20Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did mwith the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do with this. nAnd the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven. 21And he shall carry the bull foutside the camp and burn it up as he burned the first bull; it is the sin offering for the assembly.

 22When a leader sins, odoing unintentionally any one of all the things that by the commandments of the LORD his God ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 23or pthe sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring as his offering a goat, a male without blemish, 24and qshall lay his hand on the head of the goat and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD; it is a sin offering. 25rThen the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 26And all its fat he shall burn on the altar, like sthe fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings. So tthe priest shall make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be forgiven.

 27If uanyone of the common people sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that by the LORDs commandments ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 28vor the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring for his offering a goat, a female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed. 29wAnd he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin offering in the place of burnt offering. 30And the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31And xall its fat he shall remove, yas the fat is removed from the peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a zpleasing aroma to the LORD. aAnd the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven.

 32If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring ba female without blemish 33wand lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering. 34Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35And all its fat he shall remove cas the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on top of the LORDs food offerings. dAnd the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.

 LEVITICUS 5 If anyone sins in that he hears a public eadjuration to testify, and though he is a witness, whether he has seen or come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he shall fbear his iniquity; 2or gif anyone touches an unclean thing, whether a carcass of an unclean wild animal or a carcass of unclean livestock or a carcass of unclean swarming things, and it is hidden from him and he has become unclean, and he realizes his guilt; 3or if he touches hhuman uncleanness, of whatever sort the uncleanness may be with which one becomes unclean, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and realizes his guilt; 4or if anyone utters with his lips a irash oath to do evil or to do good, any sort of rash oath that people jswear, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and he realizes his guilt in any of these; 5when he realizes his guilt in any of these and kconfesses the sin he has committed, 6he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation[1] for the sin that he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin.

 7But lif he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has committed two mturtledoves or two pigeons,[2] one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 8He shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer first the one for the sin offering. He shall nwring its head from its neck nbut shall not sever it completely, 9and he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, while othe rest of the blood shall be drained out pat the base of the altar; it is a sin offering. 10Then he shall offer the second for a burnt offering according to the rule. qAnd the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.

 11But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two pigeons, then he shall bring as his offering for the sin that he has committed a rtenth of an ephah[3] of fine flour for a sin offering. He rshall put no oil on it and shall put no frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 12And he shall bring it to sthe priest, and the priest shall take a handful of it as its memorial portion and tburn this on the altar, on the LORDs food offerings; it is a sin offering. 13Thus qthe priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has committed in any one of these things, and he shall be forgiven. And the remainder[4] shall be for the priest, as in the grain offering.

Laws for Guilt Offerings

 14The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 15uIf anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of the LORD, vhe shall bring to the LORD as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued[5] in silver shekels,[6] according to the wshekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering. 16He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and xshall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest. qAnd the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.

 17yIf anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the LORDs commandments ought not to be done, zthough he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity. 18aHe shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering, and qthe priest shall make atonement for him for the mistake that he made unintentionally, and he shall be forgiven. 19It is a guilt offering; he has indeed incurred guilt before[7] the LORD.

 LEVITICUS 6 [1] The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2If anyone sins and bcommits a breach of faith against the LORD by cdeceiving his neighbor in da matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or eif he has oppressed his neighbor 3or fhas found something lost and lied about it, gswearing falselyin any of all the things that people do and sin thereby 4if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore ewhat he took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing that he found 5or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall hrestore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt. 6And he shall bring to the priest as his compensation to the LORD ia ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering. 7jAnd the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.

The Priests and the Offerings

 8[2] The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 9Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it. 10And kthe priest shall put on his linen garment and put his linen undergarment on his body, and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar and put them lbeside the altar. 11Then mhe shall take off his garments and put on other garments and carry the ashes noutside the camp to a clean place. 12The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and he shall arrange the burnt offering on it and shall burn on it othe fat of the peace offerings. 13Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out.

 14And this is the law of pthe grain offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD in front of the altar. 15And one shall take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering and its oil and all the frankincense that is on the grain offering and burn this as its qmemorial portion on the altar, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 16And rthe rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten unleavened sin a holy place. In the court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it. 17tIt shall not be baked with leaven. uI have given it as their portion of my food offerings. vIt is a thing most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering. 18Every male among the children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever throughout your generations, from the LORDs food offerings. Whatever touches them shall become holy.

 19The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 20wThis is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer to the LORD on the day when he is anointed: a xtenth of an ephah[3] of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and half in the evening. 21It shall be made with oil yon a griddle. You shall bring it zwell mixed, in baked[4] pieces like a grain offering, and offer it for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 22The priest from among Aarons sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall offer it to the LORD as decreed forever. aThe whole of it shall be burned. 23Every grain offering of a priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.

 24The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 25Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, bThis is the law of the sin offering. cIn the place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD; dit is most holy. 26eThe priest who offers it for sin shall eat it. fIn a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of the tent of meeting. 27Whatever touches its flesh shall be holy, and when any of its blood is splashed on a garment, you shall wash that on which it was splashed in a holy place. 28And gthe earthenware vessel in which it is boiled hshall be broken. But if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, that shall be scoured and rinsed in water. 29Every male among the priests may eat of it; dit is most holy. 30iBut no sin offering shall be eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the Holy Place; it shall be burned up with fire.

 LEVITICUS 7 jThis is the law of the kguilt offering. lIt is most holy. 2mIn the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood shall be thrown against the sides of the altar. 3And nall its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 4the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove owith the kidneys. 5The priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering. 6pEvery male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. qIt is most holy. 7The rguilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who makes atonement with it shall have it. 8And the priest who offers any mans burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering that he has offered. 9And severy grain offering baked tin the oven and all that is prepared uon a pan or a griddle shall belong to the priest who offers it. 10And every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be shared equally among all the sons of Aaron.

 11And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD. 12If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice vunleavened loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine flour wwell mixed with oil. 13xWith the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with loaves of leavened bread. 14And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a ygift to the LORD. zIt shall belong to the priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings. 15And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings afor thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning. 16But bif the sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next day what remains of it shall be eaten. 17But what remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up with fire. 18If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who offers it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be credited to him. It is ctainted, and he who eats of it shall bear his iniquity.

 19Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. All who are clean may eat flesh, 20but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORDs peace offerings dwhile an uncleanness is on him, that person shall be cut off from his people. 21And if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether ehuman uncleanness or an funclean beast or any gunclean detestable creature, and then eats some flesh from the sacrifice of the LORDs peace offerings, that person shall be cut off from his people.

 22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23Speak to the people of Israel, saying, hYou shall eat no fat, of ox or sheep or goat. 24The fat of an animal ithat dies of itself and the fat of one that is torn by beasts may be put to any other use, but on no account shall you eat it. 25For every person who eats of the fat of an animal of which a food offering may be made to the LORD shall be cut off from his people. 26Moreover, jyou shall eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of your dwelling places. 27Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.

 28The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 29Speak to the people of Israel, saying, kWhoever offers the sacrifice of his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace offerings. 30lHis own hands shall bring the LORDs food offerings. He shall bring the fat with mthe breast, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD. 31nThe priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but othe breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 32And othe right thigh you shall give to the priest as a contribution from the sacrifice of your peace offerings. 33Whoever among the sons of Aaron offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat shall have the right thigh for a portion. 34For the breast that is owaved and the thigh that is ocontributed I have taken from the people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and phave given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons, as a perpetual due from the people of Israel. 35This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORDs food offerings, from the day they were presented to serve as priests of the LORD. 36The LORD commanded this to be given them by the people of Israel, qfrom the day that he anointed them. It is a perpetual due throughout their generations.

 37This is the law rof the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering, sof the guilt offering, tof the ordination offering, and uof the peace offering, 38which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded the people of Israel vto bring their offerings to the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.

Consecration of Aaron and His Sons

 LEVITICUS 8 wThe LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Take Aaron and his sons with him, and xthe garments and ythe anointing oil and the bull of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread. 3And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 4And Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

 5And Moses said to the congregation, zThis is the thing that the LORD has commanded to be done. 6And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7And he put athe coat on him and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, binding it to him with the band.[1] 8And he placed the breastpiece on him, and bin the breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim. 9And he set athe turban on his head, and con the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 10dThen Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. 11And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils and the basin and its stand, to consecrate them. 12And ehe poured some of the anointing oil on Aarons head and anointed him to consecrate him. 13And Moses brought Aarons sons and clothed them with coats and tied sashes around their waists and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 14Then he brought fthe bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons glaid their hands on the head of the bull of the sin offering. 15And he[2] killed it, and hMoses took the blood, and with his finger put it on the horns of the altar around it and purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar and consecrated it to make atonement for it. 16iAnd he took all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them on the altar. 17But jthe bull and its skin and its flesh and its dung he burned up with fire outside the camp, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 18kThen he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 19And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar. 20He cut the ram into pieces, and Moses burned lthe head and the pieces and the fat. 21He washed the entrails and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 22Then mhe presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 23And he killed it, and Moses took some of its blood and nput it on the lobe of Aarons right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 24Then he presented Aarons sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. And Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar. 25Then he took the fat and the fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat and the right thigh, 26and out of the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one unleavened loaf and one loaf of bread with oil and one wafer and placed them on the pieces of fat and on the right thigh. 27And he put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons and waved them as a wave offering before the LORD. 28Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt offering. This was an ordination offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 29And Moses took the breast and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD. It was Moses portion of the ram of ordination, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 30Then oMoses took some of the anointing oil and of the blood that was on the altar and sprinkled it on Aaron and his garments, and also on his sons and his sons garments. So he consecrated Aaron and his garments, and his sons and his sons garments with him.

 31And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, Boil the flesh at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it. 32And what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up with fire. 33And you shall not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the days of your ordination are completed, for it pwill take seven days to ordain you. 34As has been done today, the LORD has commanded to be done to make atonement for you. 35At the entrance of the tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for seven days, performing what the LORD has qcharged, so that you do not die, for so I have been commanded. 36And Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD commanded by Moses.

The LORD Accepts Aarons Offering

 LEVITICUS 9 rOn the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel, 2and he said to Aaron, sTake for yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and ta ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, and offer them before the LORD. 3And say to the people of Israel, uTake a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering, 4and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and va grain offering mixed with oil, for wtoday the LORD will appear to you. 5And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD. 6And Moses said, This is the thing that the LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the LORD may appear to you. 7Then Moses said to Aaron, Draw near to the altar and xoffer your sin offering and your burnt offering and ymake atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.

 8So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 9zAnd the sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and aput it on the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10bBut the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned on the altar, cas the LORD commanded Moses. 11dThe flesh and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp.

 12Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aarons sons handed him the blood, and he ethrew it against the sides of the altar. 13fAnd they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14gAnd he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar.

 15hThen he presented the peoples offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for the people and killed it and ioffered it as a sin offering, jlike the first one. 16And he presented the burnt offering and offered it kaccording to the lrule. 17And he presented the mgrain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar, nbesides the burnt offering of the morning.

 18Then he killed the ox and the ram, othe sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And Aarons sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar. 19But the fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat tail and that which covers pthe entrails and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver 20they put the fat pieces on the breasts, qand he burned the fat pieces on the altar, 21but the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved rfor a wave offering before the LORD, as Moses commanded.

 22Then Aaron slifted up his hands toward the people and tblessed them, and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they blessed the people, and uthe glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24And vfire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, wthey shouted and xfell on their faces.

The Death of Nadab and Abihu

 LEVITICUS 10 Now yNadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, zeach took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered aunauthorized[1] fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2And fire bcame out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3Then Moses said to Aaron, This is what the LORD has said: Among cthose who are near me dI will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified. eAnd Aaron held his peace.

 4And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of fUzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, Come near; carry your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of the camp. 5So they came near and carried them in their coats out of the camp, as Moses had said. 6And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons, gDo not let the hair of your heads hang loose, and do not tear your clothes, lest you die, and hwrath come upon all the congregation; but let your brothers, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning that the LORD has kindled. 7iAnd do not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die, jfor the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses.

 8And the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying, 9kDrink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the tent of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 10You are to ldistinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean, 11and myou are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them by Moses.

 12Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his surviving sons: Take the ngrain offering that is left of the LORDs food offerings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar, for oit is most holy. 13You shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your due and your sons due, from the LORDs food offerings, for pso I am commanded. 14But the qbreast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed you shall eat in a clean place, you and your sons and your daughters with you, for they are given as your due and your sons due from the sacrifices of the peace offerings of the people of Israel. 15rThe thigh that is contributed and the breast that is waved they shall bring with the food offerings of the fat pieces to wave for a wave offering before the LORD, and it shall be yours and your sons with you as a due forever, as the LORD has commanded.

 16Now Moses diligently inquired about sthe goat of the sin offering, and behold, it was burned up! And he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, saying, 17tWhy have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary, since oit is a thing most holy and has been given to you that you may bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD? 18Behold, uits blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary. You certainly ought to have eaten it in the sanctuary, vas I commanded. 19And Aaron said to Moses, Behold, wtoday they have offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, and yet such things as these have happened to me! If I had eaten the sin offering today, xwould the LORD have approved? 20And when Moses heard that, he approved.

Clean and Unclean Animals

 LEVITICUS 11 And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 2Speak to the people of Israel, saying, yThese are the living things that you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth. 3Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 4Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 5And the zrock badger, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 6And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 7And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does not chew the cud, ais unclean to you. 8You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you.

 9These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10But anything in the seas or the rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the waters and of the living creatures that are in the waters, is bdetestable to you. 11You shall regard them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall detest their carcasses. 12Everything in the waters that does not have fins and scales is detestable to you.

 13And these you shall detest among the birds;[1] they shall not be eaten; they are bdetestable: cthe eagle,[2] the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 14the kite, dthe falcon of any kind, 15every raven of any kind, 16the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the ehawk of any kind, 17the flittle owl, the cormorant, the gshort-eared owl, 18the barn owl, the htawny owl, the carrion vulture, 19the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and ithe bat.

 20All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you. 21Yet among the winged insects that go on all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above their feet, with which to hop on the ground. 22Of them you may eat: jthe locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of any kind, and the grasshopper of any kind. 23But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you.

 24And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 25and whoever carries any part of their carcass kshall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 26Every animal that parts the hoof but is not cloven-footed or does not chew the cud is unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be unclean. 27And all that walk on their paws, among the animals that go on all fours, are unclean to you. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 28and he who carries their carcass kshall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening; they are unclean to you.

 29And these are unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the ground: the mole rat, lthe mouse, the great lizard of any kind, 30the gecko, the monitor lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31These are unclean to you among all that swarm. Whoever touches them when they are dead shall be unclean until the evening. 32And anything on which any of them falls when they are dead shall be unclean, whether it is an article of wood or a garment or a skin or a sack, any article that is used for any purpose. mIt must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the evening; then it shall be clean. 33And if any of them falls into any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean, and you nshall break it. 34Any food in it that could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean. And all drink that could be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 35And everything on which any part of their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven or stove, it shall be broken in pieces. They are unclean and shall remain unclean for you. 36Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water shall be clean, but whoever touches a carcass in them shall be unclean. 37And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed grain that is to be sown, it is clean, 38but if water is put on the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to you.

 39And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 40and owhoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.

 41pEvery swarming thing that swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be eaten. 42Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet, any swarming thing that swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they are detestable. 43qYou shall not make yourselves detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, and you shall not defile yourselves with them, and become unclean through them. 44For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and rbe holy, for I am holy. qYou shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground. 45sFor I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. rYou shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

 46This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through the waters and every creature that swarms on the ground, 47tto make a distinction between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten.

Purification After Childbirth

 LEVITICUS 12 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If a woman conceives and bears a male child, then ushe shall be unclean seven days. vAs at the time of her menstruation, she shall be unclean. 3And on the weighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of her purifying. She shall not touch anything holy, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are completed. 5But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her menstruation. And she shall continue in the blood of her purifying for sixty-six days.

 6uAnd when the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering, 7and he shall offer it before the LORD and make atonement for her. Then she shall be clean from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child, either male or female. 8And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take xtwo turtledoves or two pigeons,[1] yone for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. zAnd the priest shall make atonement for her, and she shall be clean.

Laws About Leprosy

 LEVITICUS 13 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2When a person has on the skin of his body a aswelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous[1] disease on the skin of his body, bthen he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests, 3and the priest shall examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the diseased area has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce him unclean. 4But if the spot is white in the skin of his body and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned white, cthe priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days. 5And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the cpriest shall shut him up for another seven days. 6And the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. And dhe shall wash his clothes and be clean. 7But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest. 8And the priest shall look, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.

 9When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall be brought to the priest, 10and the priest shall look. And if there is a ewhite swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11it is a chronic leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean. fHe shall not shut him up, for he is unclean. 12And if the leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so that the leprous disease covers all the skin of the diseased person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, 13then the priest shall look, and if the leprous disease has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all turned white, and he is clean. 14But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean. 15And the priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh is unclean, for it is a leprous disease. 16But if the raw flesh recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the priest, 17and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean.

 18If there is in the skin of ones body a gboil and it heals, 19and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a hreddish-white spot, then it shall be shown to the priest. 20And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper than the skin and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease that has broken out in the boil. 21But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in it and it is not deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven days. 22And if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a disease. 23But iif the spot remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

 24Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a spot, jreddish-white or white, 25the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is a leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. 26But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and it is no deeper than the skin, but has faded, the priest shall shut him up seven days, 27and the priest shall examine him the seventh day. If it is spreading in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. 28But if the spot remains kin one place and does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar of the burn.

 29When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard, 30the priest shall examine the disease. And if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch, a leprous disease of the head or the beard. 31And if the priest examines the itching disease and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no black hair in it, then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days, 32and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. If the itch has not spread, and there is in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin, 33then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for another seven days. 34And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean. And lhe shall wash his clothes and be clean. 35But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing, 36then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for the yellow hair; he is unclean. 37But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed and he is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

 38When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots, 39the priest shall look, and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is leukoderma that has broken out in the skin; he is clean.

 40If a mans hair falls out from his head, he is bald; he is clean. 41And if a mans hair falls out from his forehead, he has baldness of the forehead; he is clean. 42But if there is on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased area, it is a leprous disease breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead. 43Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprous disease in the skin of the body, 44he is a leprous man, he is unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his head.

 45The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and mlet the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall ncover his upper lip[2] and cry out, oUnclean, unclean. 46He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be poutside the camp.

 47When there is a case of leprous disease in a qgarment, whether a woolen or a linen garment, 48in warp or woof of linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin, 49if the disease is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin or in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, it is a case of leprous disease, and it shall be shown to the priest. 50And the priest shall examine the disease and shut up that which has the disease for seven days. 51Then he shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the disease is a rpersistent leprous disease; it is unclean. 52And he shall burn the garment, or the warp or the woof, the wool or the linen, or any article made of skin that is diseased, for it is a persistent leprous disease. It shall be burned in the fire.

 53And if the priest examines, and if the disease has not spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, 54then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he shall shut it up for another seven days. 55And the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the appearance of the diseased area has not changed, though the disease has not spread, it is unclean. You shall burn it in the fire, whether the rot is on the back or on the front.

 56But if the priest examines, and if the diseased area has faded after it has been washed, he shall tear it out of the garment or the skin or the warp or the woof. 57Then if it appears again in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, it is spreading. You shall burn with fire whatever has the disease. 58But the garment, or the warp or the woof, or any article made of skin from which the disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a second time, and be clean.

 59This is the law for a case of leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in the warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, to determine whether it is clean or unclean.

	

Laws for Cleansing Lepers

 LEVITICUS 14 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. sHe shall be brought to the priest, 3and the priest shall go tout of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 4the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live[1] clean birds and ucedarwood and vscarlet yarn and whyssop. 5And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh[2] water. 6He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. 7And he shall xsprinkle it yseven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall zlet the living bird go ainto the open field. 8And he who is to be cleansed bshall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself in water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but clive outside his tent seven days. 9And don the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then he bshall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he shall be clean.

 10And on the eighth day he eshall take two male lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish, and a fgrain offering of three tenths of an ephah[3] of fine flour mixed with oil, and one log[4] of oil. 11And the priest who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these things before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 12And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and goffer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of oil, and hwave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 13And he shall kill the lamb iin the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For jthe guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; kit is most holy. 14The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it lon the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 15Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand 16and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven times before the LORD. 17And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. 18And the rest of the oil that is in the priests hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. mThen the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD. 19The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering. 20And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the fgrain offering on the altar. mThus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean.

 21But nif he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering hto be waved, to make atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a log of oil; 22oalso two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. 23pAnd on the eighth day he shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, before the LORD. 24qAnd the priest shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 25And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. rAnd the priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 26And the priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, 27and shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD. 28And the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, in the place where the blood of the guilt offering was put. 29And the rest of the oil that is in the priests hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD. 30And he shall offer, of the sturtledoves or pigeons, whichever he can afford, 31one[5] for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering. mAnd the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for him who is being cleansed. 32This is the law for him in whom is a case of leprous disease, who cannot afford tthe offerings for his cleansing.

Laws for Cleansing Houses

 33The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 34When you come into the land of Canaan, which I give you ufor a possession, and I put a case of leprous disease in a house in the land of your possession, 35then he who owns the house shall come and tell the priest, There seems to me to be some case of vdisease in my house. 36Then the priest shall command that they empty the house before the priest goes to examine the disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. And afterward the priest shall go in to see the house. 37And he shall examine the disease. And if the disease is in the walls of the house with greenish or reddish spots, and if it appears to be deeper than the surface, 38then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house and shut up the house seven days. 39And the priest shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the disease has spread in the walls of the house, 40then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in which is the disease and throw them into an unclean place outside the city. 41And he shall have the inside of the house scraped all around, and the plaster that they scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the city. 42Then they shall take other stones and put them in the place of those stones, and he shall take other plaster and plaster the house.

 43If the disease breaks out again in the house, after he has taken out the stones and scraped the house and plastered it, 44then the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has spread in the house, it is a wpersistent leprous disease in the house; it is unclean. 45And he shall break down the house, its stones and timber and all the plaster of the house, and he shall carry them out of the city to an unclean place. 46Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall be unclean until the evening, 47and whoever sleeps in the house xshall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house shall wash his clothes.

 48But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the house after the house was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease is healed. 49And for the ycleansing of the house he shall take ztwo small birds, with cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop, 50and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water 51and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, and dip them in the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water and sprinkle the house seven times. 52Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh water and with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn. 53And he shall let the live bird go out of the city ainto the open country. So he shall bmake atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.

 54This is the law for any case of leprous disease: for can itch, 55for dleprous disease in a garment or in ea house, 56and ffor a swelling or an eruption or a spot, 57to gshow when it is unclean and when it is clean. This is the law for leprous disease.

Laws About Bodily Discharges

 LEVITICUS 15 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, hWhen any man has a discharge from his body,[1] his discharge is unclean. 3And this is the law of his uncleanness for a discharge: whether his body runs with his discharge, or his body is blocked up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness. 4Every bed on which the one with the discharge lies shall be unclean, and everything on which he sits shall be unclean. 5And anyone who touches his bed ishall wash his clothes and jbathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 6And whoever sits on anything on which the one with the discharge has sat shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 7And whoever touches the body of the one with the discharge shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 8And if the one with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, then he shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 9And any saddle on which the one with the discharge rides shall be unclean. 10And whoever touches anything that was under him shall be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries such things shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 11Anyone whom the one with the discharge touches without having rinsed his hands in water shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 12And an kearthenware vessel that the one with the discharge touches shall be broken, and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

 13And when the one with a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then lhe shall count for himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes. And he shall bathe his body in fresh water and shall be clean. 14And on the eighth day he shall take two mturtledoves or two pigeons and come before the LORD to the entrance of the tent of meeting and give them to the priest. 15And the priest shall use them, none for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. oAnd the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD for his discharge.

 16pIf a man has an emission of semen, he shall bathe his whole body in water and be unclean until the evening. 17And every garment and every skin on which the semen comes shall be washed with water and be unclean until the evening. 18If a man lies with a woman and has an emission of semen, both of them shall bathe themselves in water and qbe unclean until the evening.

 19When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening. 20rAnd everything on which she lies during her menstrual impurity shall be unclean. Everything also on which she sits shall be unclean. 21And whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 22And whoever touches anything on which she sits shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 23Whether it is the bed or anything on which she sits, when he touches it he shall be unclean until the evening. 24And sif any man lies with her and her menstrual impurity comes upon him, he shall be unclean seven days, and every bed on which he lies shall be unclean.

 25If ta woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her menstrual impurity, or if she has a discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the discharge she shall continue in uncleanness. As in the days of her impurity, she shall be unclean. 26Every bed on which she lies, all the days of her discharge, shall be to her as the bed of her impurity. And everything on which she sits shall be unclean, as in the uncleanness of her menstrual impurity. 27And whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 28But uif she is cleansed of her discharge, she shall count for herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean. 29And on the eighth day she shall take two vturtledoves or two pigeons and bring them to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting. 30And the priest shall use one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. And the priest shall make atonement for her before the LORD for her unclean discharge.

 31Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness by wdefiling my tabernacle that is in their midst.

 32This is the law xfor him who has a discharge and yfor him who has an emission of semen, becoming unclean thereby; 33zalso for her who is unwell with her menstrual impurity, that is, for anyone, xmale or afemale, who has a discharge, and for the bman who lies with a woman who is unclean.

The Day of Atonement

 LEVITICUS 16 The LORD spoke to Moses after cthe death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the LORD and died, 2and the LORD said to Moses, Tell Aaron your brother not to dcome at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For eI will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: fwith a bull from the herd for a sin offering and ga ram for a burnt offering. 4He shall put on hthe holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments. iHe shall bathe his body in water and then put them on. 5And he shall take from jthe congregation of the people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

 6Aaron shall koffer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall lmake atonement for himself and for his house. 7Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for mAzazel.[1] 9And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, 10but the goat on which the lot fell for mAzazel shall be presented alive before the LORD to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to mAzazel.

 11Aaron shall present kthe bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12And he shall take na censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13oand put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover pthe mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14And qhe shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times.

 15rThen he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood sinside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16Thus he shall tmake atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17uNo one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18Then he shall go out to the altar that is vbefore the LORD and wmake atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.

 20And when he has made an end of xatoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall yput them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22The goat shall zbear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and ahe shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.

 23Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and bshall take off the linen garments that he put on when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there. 24And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and come out and coffer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for the people. 25And dthe fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar. 26And he who lets the goat go to eAzazel shall wash his clothes and fbathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 27gAnd the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh and their dung shall be burned up with fire. 28And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.

 29And it shall be a statute to you forever that hin the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall iafflict yourselves[2] and shall do no work, either jthe native or the stranger who sojourns among you. 30For on this day shall atonement be made for you kto cleanse you. You shall be clean before the LORD from all your sins. 31lIt is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall iafflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32mAnd the priest who is anointed and nconsecrated as priest in his fathers place oshall make atonement, wearing the holy linen garments. 33He shall make atonement for pthe holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for qthe altar, and he shall make atonement for rthe priests and for sall the people of the assembly. 34And this shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel tonce in the year because of all their sins. And Aaron[3] did as the LORD commanded Moses.

The Place of Sacrifice

 LEVITICUS 17 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the people of Israel and say to them, This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 3If any one of the house of Israel ukills an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, or kills it outside the camp, 4and vdoes not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the LORD in front of the tabernacle of the LORD, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man. He has shed blood, and that man wshall be cut off from among his people. 5This is to the end that the people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice xin the open field, that they may bring them to the LORD, to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and sacrifice them yas sacrifices of peace offerings to the LORD. 6And the priest shall ythrow the blood on the altar of the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting and burn the fat zfor a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 7So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they awhore. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.

 8And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who boffers a burnt offering or sacrifice 9and cdoes not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it to the LORD, wthat man shall be cut off from his people.

Laws Against Eating Blood

 10If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them deats any blood, I will eset my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his people. 11fFor the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar gto make atonement for your souls, hfor it is the blood that makes atonement by the life. 12Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood.

 13Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or bird that may be eaten shall ipour out its blood and jcover it with earth. 14For the life of every creature[1] is its kblood: its blood is its life.[2] Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of every creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off. 15lAnd every person who eats what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, mwhether he is a native or a sojourner, nshall wash his clothes and obathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening; then he shall be clean. 16But if he does not wash them or bathe his flesh, phe shall bear his iniquity.

Unlawful Sexual Relations

 LEVITICUS 18 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, qI am the LORD your God. 3rYou shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and syou shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. 4tYou shall follow my rules[1] and keep my statutes and walk in them. qI am the LORD your God. 5tYou shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; uif a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the LORD.

 6None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. I am the LORD. 7vYou shall not uncover the nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother; she is your mother, you shall not uncover her nakedness. 8wYou shall not uncover the nakedness of your fathers wife; it is your fathers nakedness. 9xYou shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your fathers daughter or your mothers daughter, whether brought up in the family or in another home. 10You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sons daughter or of your daughters daughter, for their nakedness is your own nakedness. 11You shall not uncover the nakedness of your fathers wifes daughter, brought up in your fathers family, since she is your sister. 12You shall not uncover the nakedness of your fathers sister; she is your fathers relative. 13You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mothers sister, for she is your mothers relative. 14You shall not uncover the nakedness of your fathers brother, that is, you shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt. 15yYou shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your sons wife, you shall not uncover her nakedness. 16zYou shall not uncover the nakedness of your brothers wife; it is your brothers nakedness. 17You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not take her sons daughter or her daughters daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are relatives; it is depravity. 18And you shall not take a woman as a arival wife to her sister, uncovering her nakedness bwhile her sister is still alive.

 19cYou shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual uncleanness. 20dAnd you shall not lie sexually with your neighbors wife and so make yourself unclean with her. 21You shall not give any of your children to eoffer them[2] to fMolech, and so gprofane the name of your God: I am the LORD. 22hYou shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 23iAnd you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is jperversion.

 24kDo not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, lfor by all these the nations I am driving out before you have become unclean, 25and the mland became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land nvomited out its inhabitants. 26But oyou shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either the pnative or the stranger who sojourns among you 27(for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so that the land became unclean), 28lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was before you. 29For everyone who does any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. 30qSo keep my charge never to practice rany of these abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make yourselves unclean by them: sI am the LORD your God.

The LORD Is Holy

 LEVITICUS 19 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, tYou shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 3uEvery one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and vyou shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. 4wDo not turn to idols xor make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the LORD your God.

 5yWhen you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD, you shall offer it so zthat you may be accepted. 6It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything left over until the third day shall be burned up with fire. 7If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is atainted; it will not be accepted, 8and everyone who eats it shall bbear his iniquity, because che has profaned what is holy to the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from his people.

Love Your Neighbor as Yourself

 9dWhen you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

 11eYou shall not steal; fyou shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12gYou shall not swear by my name falsely, and so hprofane the name of your God: I am the LORD.

 13iYou shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. jThe wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the morning. 14kYou shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall lfear your God: I am the LORD.

 15mYou shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16nYou shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not ostand up against the life[1] of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

 17pYou shall not hate your brother in your heart, but qyou shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you rincur sin because of him. 18sYou shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but tyou shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

You Shall Keep My Statutes

 19uYou shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind. vYou shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of material.

 20If a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, assigned to another man and not yet ransomed or given her freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to death, because she was not free; 21but whe shall bring his compensation to the LORD, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, a ram for a guilt offering. 22And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering before the LORD for his sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven for the sin that he has committed.

 23When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, then you shall regard its fruit as forbidden.[2] Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten. 24And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25But in the fifth year you may eat of its fruit, to increase its yield for you: I am the LORD your God.

 26xYou shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. yYou shall not interpret omens or ztell fortunes. 27aYou shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard. 28You shall not make any bcuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the LORD.

 29cDo not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and the land become full of depravity. 30dYou shall keep my Sabbaths and ereverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

 31fDo not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: I am the LORD your God.

 32gYou shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall hfear your God: I am the LORD.

 33iWhen a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 34jYou shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and kyou shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

 35lYou shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity. 36mYou shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin:[3] I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37And nyou shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the LORD.

Punishment for Child Sacrifice

 LEVITICUS 20 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Say to the people of Israel, oAny one of the people of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3pI myself will set my face against that man and will cut him off from among his people, because he has given one of his children to Molech, to make my sanctuary qunclean and rto profane my holy name. 4And if the people of the land do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his children to Molech, and do not sput him to death, 5then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them off from among their people, him and all who follow him in twhoring after Molech.

 6If ua person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring after them, vI will set my face against that person and will cut him off from among his people. 7wConsecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. 8xKeep my statutes and do them; yI am the LORD who sanctifies you. 9For zanyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother; ahis blood is upon him.

Punishments for Sexual Immorality

 10If a bman commits adultery with the wife of[1] his neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 11cIf a man lies with his fathers wife, he has uncovered his fathers nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 12dIf a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they have committed eperversion; their blood is upon them. 13fIf a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 14gIf a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity; he and they shall be burned with fire, that there may be no depravity among you. 15hIf a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the animal. 16hIf a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.

 17iIf a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a daughter of his mother, and sees her nakedness, and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his sisters nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity. 18jIf a man lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he has made naked her fountain, and she has uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off from among their people. 19kYou shall not uncover the nakedness of your mothers sister or of your fathers sister, for that is to make naked lones relative; they shall bear their iniquity. 20mIf a man lies with his uncles wife, he has uncovered his uncles nakedness; they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 21nIf a man takes his brothers wife, it is impurity.[2] He has uncovered his brothers nakedness; they shall be childless.

You Shall Be Holy

 22oYou shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the land where I am bringing you to live may not pvomit you out. 23qAnd you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore I detested them. 24But rI have said to you, You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to possess, a land sflowing with milk and honey. I am the LORD your God, twho has separated you from the peoples. 25uYou shall therefore separate the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird from the clean. You shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by anything with which the ground crawls, which I have set apart for you to hold unclean. 26vYou shall be holy to me, wfor I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine.

 27xA man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer shall surely be put to death. They shall be ystoned with stones; ztheir blood shall be upon them.

Holiness and the Priests

 LEVITICUS 21 And the LORD said to Moses, Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them, aNo one shall make himself unclean for the dead among his people, 2except for his closest relatives, his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, his brother, 3or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she has had no husband; for her he may make himself unclean). 4He shall not make himself unclean as a husband among his people and so profane himself. 5bThey shall not make bald patches on their heads, nor shave off the edges of their beards, nor make any cuts on their body. 6They shall be holy to their God and cnot profane the name of their God. For they offer the LORDs food offerings, dthe bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy. 7eThey shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who has been defiled, neither shall they marry a woman fdivorced from her husband, for the priest is holy to his God. 8You shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for gI, the LORD, who sanctify you, ham holy. 9And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father; ishe shall be burned with fire.

 10jThe priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil is poured and who has been consecrated to wear the garments, kshall not let the hair of his head hang loose nor tear his clothes. 11He shall not lgo in to any dead bodies nor make himself unclean, even for his father or for his mother. 12mHe shall not go out of the sanctuary, lest he nprofane the sanctuary of his God, for the oconsecration of the anointing oil of his God is on him: I am the LORD. 13And he shall take a wife in her virginity.[1] 14A widow, por a divorced woman, or a woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute, these he shall not marry. But he shall take as his wife a virgin[2] of his own people, 15that he may not profane his offspring among his people, for gI am the LORD who sanctifies him.

 16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17Speak to Aaron, saying, None of your offspring throughout their generations who has a blemish may qapproach to offer the bread of his God. 18For no one who has a blemish shall draw near, a man rblind or lame, or one who has a mutilated face sor a limb too long, 19or a man who has an injured foot or an injured hand, 20or a hunchback or a dwarf or a man with a rdefect in his sight or an itching disease or scabs or tcrushed testicles. 21No man of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a blemish shall come near to uoffer the LORDs food offerings; since he has a blemish, he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God. 22He may eat the bread of his God, both of vthe most holy and of the wholy things, 23but he shall not go through the veil or approach the altar, because he has a blemish, that he may not xprofane my sanctuaries, yfor I am the LORD who sanctifies them. 24So Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons and to all the people of Israel.

 LEVITICUS 22 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to Aaron and his sons so that they zabstain from the holy things of the people of Israel, which they adedicate to me, so that they do not bprofane my holy name: I am the LORD. 3Say to them, If any one of all your offspring throughout your generations approaches the holy things that the people of Israel dedicate to the LORD, while che has an uncleanness, that person shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD. 4None of the offspring of Aaron who has a leprous disease or a ddischarge may eat of the holy things euntil he is clean. fWhoever touches anything that is unclean through contact with the dead or ga man who has had an emission of semen, 5and hwhoever touches a swarming thing by which he may be made unclean or ia person from whom he may take uncleanness, whatever his uncleanness may be 6the person who touches such a thing shall be unclean until the evening and shall not eat of the holy things unless he has jbathed his body in water. 7When the sun goes down he shall be clean, and afterward he may eat of the holy things, because kthey are his food. 8lHe shall not eat what dies of itself or is torn by beasts, and so make himself unclean by it: I am the LORD. 9They shall therefore keep my charge, mlest they bear sin for it and die thereby when they profane it: nI am the LORD who sanctifies them.

 10oA lay person shall not eat of a holy thing; no foreign guest of the priest or hired worker shall eat of a holy thing, 11but if a priest buys a slave[1] as his property for money, the slave[2] may eat of it, and panyone born in his house may eat of his food. 12If a priests daughter marries a layman, she shall not eat of the contribution of the holy things. 13But if a priests daughter is widowed or divorced and has no child and qreturns to her fathers house, ras in her youth, she may eat of her fathers food; yet no lay person shall eat of it. 14sAnd if anyone eats of a holy thing unintentionally, he shall add tthe fifth of its value to it and give the holy thing to the priest. 15They ushall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, which they contribute to the LORD, 16and so cause them mto bear iniquity and guilt, by eating their holy things: nfor I am the LORD who sanctifies them.

Acceptable Offerings

 17And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, vWhen any one of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the LORD, 19if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a wmale without blemish, of the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 20xYou shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you. 21And when anyone yoffers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD zto fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be perfect; there shall be no blemish in it. 22Animals ablind or disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or ban itch or scabs you shall not offer to the LORD or give them to the LORD as a food coffering on the altar. 23You may present a bull or a lamb that has a part dtoo long or too short for a freewill offering, but for a vow offering it cannot be accepted. 24Any animal that has its testicles bruised or crushed or torn or cut you shall not offer to the LORD; you shall not do it within your land, 25neither shall you offer as ethe bread of your God any such animals gotten from a foreigner. Since there is a fblemish in them, because of their mutilation, they will not be accepted for you.

 26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27gWhen an ox or sheep or goat is born, it shall remain seven days with its mother, and from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as a food offering to the LORD. 28But you shall not kill an ox or a sheep hand her young in one day. 29And when you sacrifice a isacrifice of thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. 30It shall be eaten on the same day; jyou shall leave none of it until morning: I am the LORD.

 31kSo you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the LORD. 32lAnd you shall not profane my holy name, that mI may be sanctified among the people of Israel. nI am the LORD who sanctifies you, 33who brought you out of the land of Egypt oto be your God: I am the LORD.

Feasts of the LORD

 LEVITICUS 23 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, pThese are the appointed feasts of the LORD that you shall qproclaim as rholy convocations; they are my appointed feasts.

The Sabbath

 3sSix days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your dwelling places.

The Passover

 4pThese are the appointed feasts of the LORD, the tholy convocations, which you shall proclaim at the time appointed for them. 5uIn the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight,[1] is the LORDs Passover. 6And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. 7vOn the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work. 8But you shall present a food offering to the LORD for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.

The Feast of Firstfruits

 9And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, wWhen you come into the land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of xthe firstfruits of your harvest to the priest, 11and he shall ywave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12And on the day when you ywave the sheaf, you shall offer a zmale lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt offering to the LORD. 13aAnd the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah[2] of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the LORD with a pleasing aroma, band the drink offering with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin.[3] 14And you shall eat neither bread nor grain cparched or cfresh until this same day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

The Feast of Weeks

 15dYou shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the ywave offering. 16You shall count efifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a grain offering of fnew grain to the LORD. 17You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as gfirstfruits to the LORD. 18And you shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, and one bull from the herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the LORD, with their grain offering and their drink offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 19And you shall offer one hmale goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of ipeace offerings. 20And the priest shall ywave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs. jThey shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21And you shall make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling places throughout your generations.

 22And kwhen you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

The Feast of Trumpets

 23And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In lthe seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest, ma memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy convocation. 25You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall present a food offering to the LORD.

The Day of Atonement

 26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27Now non the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be for you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves[4] and present a food offering to the LORD. 28And you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God. 29For whoever is not afflicted on that very day oshall be cut off from his people. 30And whoever does any work on that very day, that person I will destroy from among his people. 31You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwelling places. 32It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves. On the ninth day of the month beginning at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep your Sabbath.

The Feast of Booths

 33And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 34Speak to the people of Israel, saying, pOn the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for seven days is the Feast of Booths[5] to the LORD. 35On the first day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work. 36For seven days you shall present food offerings to the LORD. qOn the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation and present a food offering to the LORD. It is a rsolemn assembly; you shall not do any ordinary work.

 37sThese are the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to the LORD food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, 38tbesides the LORDs Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD.

 39On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have ugathered in the produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 40And vyou shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and wyou shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. 41xYou shall celebrate it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42yYou shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43that zyour generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

 44Thus Moses adeclared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the LORD.

The Lamps

 LEVITICUS 24 bThe LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly. 3Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to morning before the LORD regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 4He shall arrange the lamps on the clampstand of pure gold[1] before the LORD regularly.

Bread for the Tabernacle

 5You shall take fine flour and bake twelve dloaves from it; two tenths of an ephah[2] shall be in each loaf. 6And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, eon the table of pure gold[3] before the LORD. 7And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the bread as a memorial portion as a food offering to the LORD. 8fEvery Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the LORD regularly; it is from the people of Israel as a covenant forever. 9And git shall be for Aaron and his sons, and hthey shall eat it in a holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion out of the LORDs food offerings, a perpetual due.

Punishment for Blasphemy

 10Now an Israelite womans son, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the people of Israel. And the Israelite womans son and a man of Israel fought in the camp, 11and the Israelite womans son iblasphemed the jName, and cursed. Then they kbrought him to Moses. His mothers name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12And lthey put him in custody, mtill the will of the LORD should be clear to them.

 13Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14nBring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him olay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall pbear his sin. 16Whoever qblasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.

An Eye for an Eye

 17rWhoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death. 18sWhoever takes an animals life shall make it good, life for life. 19If anyone injures his neighbor, tas he has done it shall be done to him, 20fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever injury he has given a person shall be given to him. 21sWhoever kills an animal shall make it good, rand whoever kills a person shall be put to death. 22You shall have the usame rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the LORD your God. 23So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and vthey brought out of the camp the one who had cursed and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.

The Sabbath Year

 LEVITICUS 25 wThe LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into xthe land that I give you, the land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD. 3For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, 4but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5yYou shall not reap what grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land. 6The Sabbath of the land[1] shall provide food for you, for yourself and for your male and female slaves[2] and for your hired worker and the sojourner who lives with you, 7and for your cattle and for the wild animals that are in your land: zall its yield shall be for food.

The Year of Jubilee

 8You shall count seven weeks[3] of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years. 9Then you shall sound athe loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh month. bOn the Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land. 10And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and cproclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his property and each of dyou shall return to his clan. 11That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it eyou shall neither sow nor reap ywhat grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines. 12For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. fYou may eat the produce of the field.[4]

 13dIn this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property. 14And if you make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor, gyou shall not wrong one another. 15hYou shall pay your neighbor according to the number of years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to the number of years for crops. 16If the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall reduce the price, for it is the number of the crops that he is selling to you. 17iYou shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God, for I am the LORD your God.

 18jTherefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then kyou will dwell in the land securely. 19lThe land will yield its fruit, and myou will eat your fill kand dwell in it securely. 20And if you say, nWhat shall we eat in the seventh year, if owe may not sow or gather in our crop? 21I will pcommand my blessing on you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for three years. 22qWhen you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of rthe old crop; you shall eat the old until the ninth year, when its crop arrives.

Redemption of Property

 23The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for sthe land is mine. For you are strangers and sojourners with me. 24And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption of the land.

 25If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, tthen his nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what his brother has sold. 26If a man has no one to redeem it and then himself becomes prosperous and finds sufficient means to redeem it, 27let uhim calculate the years since he sold it and pay back the balance to the man to whom he sold it, and then return to his property. 28But if he does not have sufficient means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the hand of the buyer until the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it shall vbe released, and whe shall return to his property.

 29If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may redeem it within a year of its sale. For a full year he shall have the right of redemption. 30If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong in perpetuity to the buyer, throughout his generations; vit shall not be released in the jubilee. 31But the houses of the villages that have no wall around them shall be classified with the fields of the land. They may be redeemed, and vthey shall be released in the jubilee. 32As for xthe cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem at any time the houses in the cities they possess. 33And if one of the Levites exercises his right of redemption, then the house that was sold in a city they possess shall be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the cities of the Levites are their possession among the people of Israel. 34But the fields yof pastureland belonging to their cities may not be sold, for that is their possession forever.

Kindness for Poor Brothers

 35If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, zyou shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. 36aTake no interest from him or profit, but bfear your God, that your brother may live beside you. 37aYou shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38cI am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.

 39dIf your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: 40he shall be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the jubilee. 41vThen he shall go out from you, ehe and his children with him, and go back to his own clan and return fto the possession of his fathers. 42For they are gmy servants,[5] whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. 43hYou shall not rule over him iruthlessly but jshall fear your God. 44As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and female slaves from among the nations that are around you. 45kYou may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with you and their clans that are with you, who have been born in your land, and they may be your property. 46You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a possession forever. You may make slaves of them, but over your brothers the people of Israel lyou shall not rule, one over another ruthlessly.

Redeeming a Poor Man

 47If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and myour brother beside him becomes poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the strangers clan, 48then after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49or his uncle or his cousin may nredeem him, or a close relative from his clan may redeem him. Or if he ogrows rich he may redeem himself. 50He shall calculate with his buyer from the year when he sold himself to him until the year of jubilee, and the price of his sale shall vary with the number of years. The time he was with his owner shall be prated as the time of a hired worker. 51If there are still many years left, he shall pay proportionately for his redemption some of his sale price. 52If there remain but a few years until the year of jubilee, he shall calculate and pay for his redemption in proportion to his years of service. 53He shall treat him as a worker hired year by year. lHe shall not rule ruthlessly over him in your sight. 54And if he is not redeemed by these means, then qhe and his children with him shall be released in the year of jubilee. 55For it is rto me that the people of Israel are servants.[6] They are my servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

Blessings for Obedience

 LEVITICUS 26 You shall not make sidols for yourselves or erect an timage or upillar, and you shall not set up a vfigured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am the LORD your God. 2wYou shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

 3xIf you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do them, 4then yI will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 5zYour threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last to the time for sowing. And ayou shall eat your bread to the full and bdwell in your land securely. 6cI will give peace in the land, and dyou shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. And eI will remove harmful beasts from the land, fand the sword shall not go through your land. 7You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. 8gFive of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 9hI will turn to you and imake you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant with you. 10You shall eat jold store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the new. 11kI will make my dwelling[1] among you, and my soul shall not abhor you. 12lAnd I mwill walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people. 13nI am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves. oAnd I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.

Punishment for Disobedience

 14pBut if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments, 15if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but qbreak my covenant, 16then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with rwasting disease and fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And syou shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 17I will tset my face against you, and uyou shall be struck down before your enemies. vThose who hate you shall rule over you, and wyou shall flee when none pursues you. 18And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again xsevenfold for your sins, 19and I will break ythe pride of your power, and I zwill make your heavens like iron and your earth like bronze. 20And ayour strength shall be spent in vain, for byour land shall not yield its increase, and the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit.

 21cThen if you walk contrary to me and will not listen to me, I will continue striking you, sevenfold for your sins. 22And dI will let loose the wild beasts against you, which shall bereave you of your children and destroy your livestock and make you few in number, so that eyour roads shall be deserted.

 23And fif by this discipline you are not turned to me cbut walk contrary to me, 24gthen I also will walk contrary to you, and I myself will strike you sevenfold for your sins. 25And hI will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for the covenant. And if you gather within your cities, iI will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy. 26jWhen I break your supply[2] of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in a single oven and shall dole out your bread again by weight, and kyou shall eat and not be satisfied.

 27But lif in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me, 28then I will walk contrary to you min fury, and I myself will discipline you xsevenfold for your sins. 29nYou shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters. 30And oI will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and pcast your dead bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you. 31And I will qlay your cities waste and will rmake your sanctuaries desolate, and sI will not smell your pleasing aromas. 32And tI myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be uappalled at it. 33And vI will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste.

 34wThen the land shall enjoy[3] its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while you are in your enemies land; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths. 35As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did not have on your Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it. 36And as for those of you who are left, xI will send faintness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies. The ysound of a zdriven leaf shall put them to flight, and they shall flee as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall when none pursues. 37They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape a sword, though none pursues. And ayou shall have no power to stand before your enemies. 38And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up. 39And those of you who are left shall brot away in your enemies lands because of their iniquity, and also because of the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like them.

 40But if cthey confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their treachery that they dcommitted against me, and also in walking contrary to me, 41so that I walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of their enemiesif then their euncircumcised heart is fhumbled and they make amends for their iniquity, 42then I will gremember my covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will hremember the land. 43But wthe land shall be abandoned by them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, and they shall make amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred my statutes. 44Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, iI will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and jbreak my covenant with them, for I am the LORD their God. 45But I will for their sake remember the covenant with their forefathers, kwhom I brought out of the land of Egypt lin the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the LORD.

 46mThese are the statutes and rules and laws that the LORD made between himself and the people of Israel through Moses non Mount Sinai.

Laws About Vows

 LEVITICUS 27 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, If anyone omakes a special vow to the LORD involving the valuation of persons, 3then the valuation of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years old shall be fifty shekels[1] of silver, according to the pshekel of the sanctuary. 4If the person is a female, the valuation shall be thirty shekels. 5If the person is from five years old up to twenty years old, the valuation shall be for a male twenty shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 6If the person is from a month old up to five years old, the valuation shall be for a male five shekels of silver, and for a female the valuation shall be three shekels of silver. 7And if the person is sixty years old or over, then the valuation for a male shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 8And if someone is too poor to pay the valuation, then he shall be made to stand before the priest, and the priest shall value him; the priest shall value him according to what the vower can afford.

 9If the vow[2] is an animal that may be offered as an offering to the LORD, all of it that he gives to the LORD is holy. 10qHe shall not exchange it or make a substitute for it, good for bad, or bad for good; and if he does in fact substitute one animal for another, then both it and the substitute shall be holy. 11And if it is any unclean animal that may not be offered as an offering to the LORD, then he shall stand the animal before the priest, 12and the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall be. 13rBut if he wishes to redeem it, he shall add a sfifth to the valuation.

 14When a man dedicates his house as a holy gift to the LORD, the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand. 15tAnd if the donor wishes to redeem his house, he shall add a sfifth to the valuation price, and it shall be his.

 16If a man dedicates to the LORD part of the land that is his possession, then the valuation shall be in proportion to its seed. A homer[3] of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17If he dedicates his field from the year of jubilee, the valuation shall stand, 18but if he dedicates his field after the jubilee, then the priest shall ucalculate the price according to the years that remain until the year of jubilee, and a deduction shall be made from the valuation. 19vAnd if he who dedicates the field wishes to redeem it, then he shall add a sfifth to its valuation price, and it shall remain his. 20But if he does not wish to redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed anymore. 21But the field, wwhen it is released in the jubilee, shall be a holy gift to the LORD, like a field that has been xdevoted. The priest shall be in ypossession of it. 22If he dedicates to the LORD a field that he has bought, zwhich is not a part of his possession, 23athen the priest shall calculate the amount of the valuation for it up to the year of jubilee, and the man shall give the valuation on that day as a holy gift to the LORD. 24bIn the year of jubilee the field shall return to him from whom it was bought, to whom the land belongs as a possession. 25Every valuation shall be according to cthe shekel of the sanctuary: dtwenty gerahs[4] shall make a shekel.

 26But a efirstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the LORD, no man may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, it is the LORDs. 27And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back at the valuation, fand add a fifth to it; or, if it is not redeemed, it shall be sold at the valuation.

 28But gno devoted thing that a man devotes to the LORD, of anything that he has, whether man or beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is most holy to the LORD. 29hNo one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction[5] from mankind, shall be ransomed; he shall surely be put to death.

 30iEvery tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORDs; it is holy to the LORD. 31If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. 32And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that jpass under the herdsmans staff, shall be holy to the LORD. 33One shall not differentiate between good or bad, kneither shall he make a substitute for it; and if he does substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.

 34lThese are the commandments that the LORD commanded Moses for the people of Israel mon Mount Sinai.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 1

[1] 1:9 Or an offering by fire; so throughout Leviticus

[2] 1:16 Or feathers


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 4

[1] 4:2 Or by mistake; so throughout Leviticus

[2] 4:13 Or makes a mistake

[3] 4:13 Or suffer for their guilt, or are guilty; also verses 22, 27, and chapter 5


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 5

[1] 5:6 Hebrew his guilt penalty; so throughout Leviticus

[2] 5:7 Septuagint two young pigeons; also verse 11

[3] 5:11 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[4] 5:13 Septuagint; Hebrew it

[5] 5:15 Or flock, or its equivalent

[6] 5:15 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[7] 5:19 Or he has paid full compensation to


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Ch 5:20 in Hebrew

[2] 6:8 Ch 6:1 in Hebrew

[3] 6:20 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[4] 6:21 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 8

[1] 8:7 Hebrew with it

[2] 8:15 Probably Aaron or his representative; possibly Moses; also verses 1623


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Or strange


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 11

[1] 11:13 Or things that fly; compare Genesis 1:20

[2] 11:13 The identity of many of these birds is uncertain


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 12

[1] 12:8 Septuagint two young pigeons


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 13

[1] 13:2 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases

[2] 13:45 Or mustache


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 14

[1] 14:4 Or wild

[2] 14:5 Or running; Hebrew living; also verses 6, 50, 51, 52

[3] 14:10 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[4] 14:10 A log was about 1/3 quart or 0.3 liter

[5] 14:31 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew afford, 31such as he can afford, one


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 15

[1] 15:2 Hebrew flesh; also verse 3


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 16

[1] 16:8 The meaning of Azazel is uncertain; possibly the name of a place or a demon, traditionally a scapegoat; also verses 10, 26

[2] 16:29 Or shall fast; also verse 31

[3] 16:34 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 17

[1] 17:14 Hebrew all flesh

[2] 17:14 Hebrew it is in its life


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 18

[1] 18:4 Or my just decrees; also verse 5

[2] 18:21 Hebrew to make them pass through [the fire]


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 19

[1] 19:16 Hebrew blood

[2] 19:23 Hebrew as its uncircumcision

[3] 19:36 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters; a hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 20

[1] 20:10 Hebrew repeats if a man commits adultery with the wife of

[2] 20:21 Literally menstrual impurity


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 21

[1] 21:13 Or a young wife

[2] 21:14 Hebrew young woman


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 22

[1] 22:11 Or servant; twice in this verse

[2] 22:11 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 23

[1] 23:5 Hebrew between the two evenings

[2] 23:13 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[3] 23:13 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters

[4] 23:27 Or shall fast; also verse 32

[5] 23:34 Or tabernacles


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 24

[1] 24:4 Hebrew the pure lampstand

[2] 24:5 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[3] 24:6 Hebrew the pure table


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 25

[1] 25:6 That is, the Sabbath produce of the land

[2] 25:6 Or servants

[3] 25:8 Or Sabbaths

[4] 25:12 Or countryside

[5] 25:42 Hebrew slaves

[6] 25:55 Or slaves


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 26

[1] 26:11 Hebrew tabernacle

[2] 26:26 Hebrew staff

[3] 26:34 Or pay for; twice in this verse; also verse 43


Footnotes for Leviticus, Chapter 27

[1] 27:3 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[2] 27:9 Hebrew it

[3] 27:16 A homer was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[4] 27:25 A gerah was about 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram

[5] 27:29 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)
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Numbers

A Census of Israels Warriors

 NUMBERS 1 The LORD spoke to Moses ain the wilderness of Sinai, bin the tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2cTake a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, by clans, dby fathers houses, according to the number of names, every male, head by head. 3eFrom twenty years old and upward, all in Israel who are able to go to war, you and Aaron shall list them, fcompany by company. 4And there shall be with you a man from each tribe, each man being the head of the house of his fathers. 5And these are the names of the men who shall assist you. From Reuben, gElizur the son of Shedeur; 6from Simeon, hShelumiel the son of Zurishaddai; 7from Judah, iNahshon the son of Amminadab; 8from Issachar, jNethanel the son of Zuar; 9from Zebulun, kEliab the son of Helon; 10from the sons of Joseph, from Ephraim, lElishama the son of Ammihud, and from Manasseh, mGamaliel the son of Pedahzur; 11from Benjamin, nAbidan the son of Gideoni; 12from Dan, oAhiezer the son of Ammishaddai; 13from Asher, pPagiel the son of Ochran; 14from Gad, Eliasaph the son of qDeuel; 15from Naphtali, rAhira the son of Enan. 16These were the ones schosen from the congregation, tthe chiefs of their ancestral tribes, the heads of the clans of Israel.

 17Moses and Aaron took these men uwho had been named, 18and on the first day of the second month, they assembled the whole congregation together, who registered themselves by clans, by fathers houses, according to the number of names from twenty years old and upward, head by head, 19as the LORD commanded Moses. So he listed them in the wilderness of Sinai.

 20The people of vReuben, Israels firstborn, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 21those listed of the tribe of Reuben were w46,500.

 22Of the people of Simeon, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, those of them who were listed, according to the number of names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 23those listed of the tribe of Simeon were x59,300.

 24Of the people of Gad, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 25those listed of the tribe of Gad were y45,650.

 26Of the people of Judah, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 27those listed of the tribe of Judah were z74,600.

 28Of the people of Issachar, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 29those listed of the tribe of Issachar were a54,400.

 30Of the people of Zebulun, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 31those listed of the tribe of Zebulun were b57,400.

 32Of the people of Joseph, namely, of the people of Ephraim, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 33those listed of the tribe of Ephraim were c40,500.

 34Of the people of Manasseh, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 35those listed of the tribe of Manasseh were d32,200.

 36Of the people of Benjamin, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 37those listed of the tribe of Benjamin were e35,400.

 38Of the people of Dan, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 39those listed of the tribe of Dan were f62,700.

 40Of the people of Asher, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 41those listed of the tribe of Asher were g41,500.

 42Of the people of Naphtali, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 43those listed of the tribe of Naphtali were h53,400.

 44iThese are those who were listed, whom Moses and Aaron listed with the help of the chiefs of Israel, twelve men, each representing his fathers house. 45So all those listed of the people of Israel, by their fathers houses, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war in Israel 46all those listed were j603,550.

Levites Exempted

 47But kthe Levites were not listed along with them by their ancestral tribe. 48For the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 49Only the tribe of Levi you shall not list, and you shall not take a census of them among the people of Israel. 50lBut appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony, and over all its furnishings, and over all that belongs to it. They are to carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they shall take care of it mand shall camp around the tabernacle. 51nWhen the tabernacle is to set out, the Levites shall take it down, and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up. oAnd if any outsider comes near, he shall be put to death. 52The people of Israel shall pitch their tents by their companies, each man in his own camp and peach man by his own standard. 53But the Levites shall camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so that there may be no qwrath on the congregation of the people of Israel. rAnd the Levites shall keep guard over the tabernacle of the testimony. 54Thus did the people of Israel; they did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses.

Arrangement of the Camp

 NUMBERS 2 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2sThe people of Israel shall camp each by his own standard, with the banners of their fathers houses. They shall camp facing the tent of meeting on every side. 3Those to camp on the east side toward the sunrise shall be of the standard of the camp of Judah by their companies, the chief of the people of Judah being tNahshon the son of Amminadab, 4his company as listed being 74,600. 5Those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar, the chief of the people of Issachar being Nethanel the son of Zuar, 6his company as listed being 54,400. 7Then the tribe of Zebulun, the chief of the people of Zebulun being Eliab the son of Helon, 8his company as listed being 57,400. 9All those listed of the camp of Judah, by their companies, were 186,400. uThey shall set out first on the march.

 10On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben by their companies, the chief of the people of Reuben being Elizur the son of Shedeur, 11his company as listed being 46,500. 12And those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Simeon, the chief of the people of Simeon being Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, 13his company as listed being 59,300. 14Then the tribe of Gad, the chief of the people of Gad being Eliasaph the son of vReuel, 15his company as listed being 45,650. 16All those listed of the camp of Reuben, by their companies, were 151,450. wThey shall set out second.

 17xThen the tent of meeting shall set out, with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camps; as they camp, so shall they set out, each in position, standard by standard.

 18On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim by their companies, the chief of the people of Ephraim being Elishama the son of Ammihud, 19his company as listed being 40,500. 20And next to him shall be the tribe of Manasseh, the chief of the people of Manasseh being Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, 21his company as listed being 32,200. 22Then the tribe of Benjamin, the chief of the people of Benjamin being Abidan the son of Gideoni, 23his company as listed being 35,400. 24All those listed of the camp of Ephraim, by their companies, were 108,100. yThey shall set out third on the march.

 25On the north side shall be the standard of the camp of Dan by their companies, the chief of the people of Dan being Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, 26his company as listed being 62,700. 27And those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, the chief of the people of Asher being Pagiel the son of Ochran, 28his company as listed being 41,500. 29Then the tribe of Naphtali, the chief of the people of Naphtali being Ahira the son of Enan, 30his company as listed being 53,400. 31All those listed of the camp of Dan were 157,600. zThey shall set out last, standard by standard.

 32These are the people of Israel as listed by their fathers houses. All those listed in the camps by their companies were a603,550. 33But bthe Levites were not listed among the people of Israel, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 34Thus did the people of Israel. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses, cso they camped by their standards, and so they set out, each one in his clan, according to his fathers house.

The Sons of Aaron

 NUMBERS 3 These are the generations of Aaron and Moses at the time when the LORD spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. 2These are the names of the sons of Aaron: dNadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These are the names of the sons of Aaron, ethe anointed priests, fwhom he ordained to serve as priests. 4gBut Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests in the lifetime of Aaron their father.

Duties of the Levites

 5And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6hBring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister to him. 7They shall keep guard over him and over the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, ias they minister at the tabernacle. 8They shall guard all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, and keep guard over the people of Israel as they minister at the tabernacle. 9And jyou shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are kwholly given to him from among the people of Israel. 10And you shall appoint Aaron and his sons, and lthey shall guard their priesthood. But if many outsider comes near, he shall be put to death.

 11And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12Behold, nI have taken the Levites from among the people of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be mine, 13for oall the firstborn are mine. pOn the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the firstborn in Israel, both of man and of beast. They shall be mine: I am the LORD.

 14And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15List the sons of Levi, by fathers houses and by clans; qevery male from a month old and upward you shall list. 16So Moses listed them according to the word of the LORD, as he was commanded. 17rAnd these were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon and Kohath and Merari. 18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their clans: sLibni and Shimei. 19And the sons of Kohath by their clans: tAmram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20And the sons of Merari by their clans: uMahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites, by their fathers houses.

 21To Gershon belonged the clan of the Libnites and the clan of the Shimeites; these were the clans of the Gershonites. 22Their listing according to the number of all the males from a month old and upward was[1] 7,500. 23vThe clans of the Gershonites were to camp behind the tabernacle on the west, 24with Eliasaph, the son of Lael as chief of the fathers house of the Gershonites. 25And the wguard duty of the sons of Gershon in the tent of meeting involved xthe tabernacle, ythe tent with zits covering, athe screen for the entrance of the tent of meeting, 26bthe hangings of the court, cthe screen for the door of the court that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and dits cordsall the service connected with these.

 27To Kohath belonged the clan of the eAmramites and the clan of the Izharites and the clan of the Hebronites and the clan of the Uzzielites; these are the clans of the Kohathites. 28According to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, there were 8,600, keeping guard over the sanctuary. 29The clans of the sons of Kohath were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle, 30with fElizaphan the son of Uzziel as chief of the fathers house of the clans of the Kohathites. 31And their guard duty involved gthe ark, hthe table, ithe lampstand, jthe altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with which the priests minister, and kthe screen; all the service connected with these. 32And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest was to be chief over the chiefs of the Levites, and to have oversight of those who kept guard over the sanctuary.

 33To Merari belonged the clan of the Mahlites and the clan of the Mushites: these are the clans of Merari. 34Their listing according to the number of all the males from a month old and upward was 6,200. 35And the chief of the fathers house of the clans of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle. 36lAnd the appointed guard duty of the sons of Merari involved the mframes of the tabernacle, nthe bars, othe pillars, the bases, and all their accessories; all the service connected with these; 37also pthe pillars around the court, with their bases and qpegs and rcords.

 38Those who were to camp before the tabernacle on the east, before the tent of meeting toward the sunrise, were Moses and Aaron and his sons, sguarding the sanctuary itself, to protect[2] the people of Israel. And any outsider who came near was to be put to death. 39All those listed among the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron listed at the commandment of the LORD, by clans, all the males from a month old and upward, were t22,000.

Redemption of the Firstborn

 40And the LORD said to Moses, List all the firstborn males of the people of Israel, from a month old and upward, taking the number of their names. 41uAnd you shall take the Levites for meI am the LORDinstead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the cattle of the people of Israel. 42So Moses listed all the firstborn among the people of Israel, as the LORD commanded him. 43And all the firstborn males, according to the number of names, from a month old and upward as listed were 22,273.

 44And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45vTake the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle. The Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD. 46And was the redemption price for the 273 of the firstborn of the people of Israel, over and above the number of the male Levites, 47you shall take xfive shekels[3] per head; you shall take them according to ythe shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel of twenty gerahs[4]), 48and give the money to Aaron and his sons as the redemption price for those who are over. 49So Moses took the redemption money from those who were over and above those redeemed by the Levites. 50From the firstborn of the people of Israel he took the money, z1,365 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary. 51And Moses agave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, according to the word of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Duties of the Kohathites

 NUMBERS 4 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers houses, 3bfrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, all who can come on duty, to do the work in the tent of meeting. 4This is the service of the sons of Kohath in the tent of meeting: cthe most holy things. 5When the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take down dthe veil of the screen and cover ethe ark of the testimony with it. 6Then they shall put on it a covering of goatskin[1] and spread on top of that a cloth all of blue, and shall put in its fpoles. 7And over the gtable of the bread of the Presence they shall spread a cloth of blue and put on it the plates, the dishes for incense, the bowls, and the flagons for the drink offering; hthe regular showbread also shall be on it. 8Then they shall spread over them a cloth of scarlet and cover the same with a covering of goatskin, and shall iput in its poles. 9And they shall take a cloth of blue and cover jthe lampstand for the light, with its lamps, its tongs, its trays, and all the vessels for oil with which it is supplied. 10And they shall put it with all its utensils in a covering of goatskin and put it on the carrying frame. 11And over kthe golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue and cover it with a covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 12And they shall take all lthe vessels of the service that are used in the sanctuary and put them in a cloth of blue and cover them with a covering of goatskin and put them on the carrying frame. 13And they shall take away the ashes from the altar and spread a purple cloth over it. 14And they shall put on it all the utensils of the altar, which are used for the service there, the fire pans, the forks, the shovels, and the basins, all the utensils of the altar; and they shall spread on it a covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 15And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, as the camp sets out, after that mthe sons of Kohath shall come to carry these, nbut they must not touch the holy things, lest they die. These are the things of the tent of meeting that the sons of Kohath are to carry.

 16And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall have charge of othe oil for the light, the pfragrant incense, qthe regular grain offering, and rthe anointing oil, with the oversight of the whole tabernacle and all that is in it, of the sanctuary and its vessels.

 17The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 18Let not the tribe of the clans of the Kohathites be destroyed from among the Levites, 19but deal thus with them, that they may live and not die when they come near to sthe most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in and appoint them each to his task and to his burden, 20tbut they shall not go in to look on the holy things even for a moment, lest they die.

 21The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 22Take a census of the sons of Gershon also, by their fathers houses and by their clans. 23uFrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, you shall list them, all who can vcome to do duty, to do service in the tent of meeting. 24This is the service of the clans of the Gershonites, in serving and bearing burdens: 25wthey shall carry xthe curtains of the tabernacle and the tent of meeting with yits covering and the covering of goatskin that is on top of it and the screen for the entrance of the tent of meeting 26and the hangings of the court and the screen for the entrance of the gate of the court that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and their cords and all the equipment for their service. And they shall do all that needs to be done with regard to them. 27All the service of the sons of the Gershonites shall be at the command of Aaron and his sons, in all that they are to carry and in all that they have to do. And you shall assign to their charge all that they are to carry. 28This is the service of the clans of the sons of the Gershonites in the tent of meeting, and their guard duty is to be zunder the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

 29As for the sons of Merari, you shall list them by their clans and their fathers houses. 30uFrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, you shall list them, everyone who can come on duty, to do the service of the tent of meeting. 31And athis is what they are charged to carry, as the whole of their service in the tent of meeting: the frames of the tabernacle, with its bars, pillars, and bases, 32and the pillars around the court with their bases, pegs, and cords, with all their equipment and all their accessories. And you shall blist by name the objects that they are required to carry. 33This is the service of the clans of the sons of Merari, the whole of their service in the tent of meeting, cunder the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

 34And Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the congregation listed the sons of the Kohathites, by their clans and their fathers houses, 35ufrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty, for service in the tent of meeting; 36and those listed by clans were 2,750. 37dThis was the list of the clans of the Kohathites, all who served in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD by Moses.

 38Those listed of the sons of Gershon, by their clans and their fathers houses, 39ufrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty for service in the tent of meeting 40those listed by their clans and their fathers houses were 2,630. 41eThis was the list of the clans of the sons of Gershon, all who served in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD.

 42Those listed of the clans of the sons of Merari, by their clans and their fathers houses, 43ufrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty, for service in the tent of meeting 44those listed by clans were 3,200. 45fThis was the list of the clans of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD by Moses.

 46All those who were listed of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of Israel listed, by their clans and their fathers houses, 47ufrom thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come to do the service of ministry and the service of bearing burdens in the tent of meeting, 48those listed were 8,580. 49According to the commandment of the LORD through Moses they were listed, geach one with his task of serving or carrying. Thus they were listed by him, has the LORD commanded Moses.

Unclean People

 NUMBERS 5 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Command the people of Israel that they iput out of the camp everyone who is leprous[1] or has ja discharge and everyone who is kunclean through contact with the dead. 3You shall put out both male and female, putting them outside the camp, that they may not defile their camp, lin the midst of which I dwell. 4And the people of Israel did so, and put them outside the camp; as the LORD said to Moses, so the people of Israel did.

Confession and Restitution

 5And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6Speak to the people of Israel, mWhen a man or woman commits any of the sins that people commit by breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes his guilt, 7nhe shall confess his sin that he has committed.[2] oAnd he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. 8But if the man has no next of kin to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the LORD for the priest, in addition to pthe ram of atonement with which atonement is made for him. 9And qevery contribution, all the holy donations of the people of Israel, which they bring to the priest, shall be his. 10Each one shall keep his holy donations: whatever anyone gives to the priest shall be his.

A Test for Adultery

 11And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12Speak to the people of Israel, If any mans wife goes astray and breaks faith with him, 13if a man rlies with her sexually, and it is hidden from the eyes of her husband, and she is undetected though she has defiled herself, and there is no witness against her, ssince she was not taken in the act, 14and if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife who has defiled herself, or if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife, though she has not defiled herself, 15then the man shall bring his wife to the priest and bring the offering required of her, a tenth of an ephah[3] of barley flour. tHe shall pour no oil on it and put no frankincense on it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, a grain offering of remembrance, ubringing iniquity to remembrance.

 16And the priest shall bring her near and set her before the LORD. 17And the priest shall take holy water in an earthenware vessel and take some of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water. 18And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD and vunbind the hair of the womans head and place in her hands the grain offering of remembrance, which is the grain offering of jealousy. And in his hand the priest shall have the water of bitterness that brings the curse. 19Then the priest shall make her take an oath, saying, If no man has lain with you, and if you have not turned aside to uncleanness while you were under your husbands authority, be free from this water of bitterness that brings the curse. 20But if you have gone astray, though you are under your husbands authority, and if you have defiled yourself, and some man other than your husband has lain with you, 21then (let the priest make the woman take the oath of the curse, and say to the woman) wthe LORD make you a curse and an oath among your people, when the LORD makes your thigh fall away and your body swell. 22May this water that brings the curse xpass into your bowels and make your womb swell and your thigh fall away. And the woman shall say, yAmen, Amen.

 23Then the priest shall write these curses in a book and wash them off into the water of bitterness. 24And he shall make the woman drink the water of bitterness that brings the curse, and the water that brings the curse shall enter into her and cause bitter pain. 25And the priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy out of the womans hand zand shall wave the grain offering before the LORD and bring it to the altar. 26And the priest ashall take a handful of the grain offering, as its memorial portion, and burn it on the altar, and afterward shall make the woman drink the water. 27And when he has made her drink the water, then, if she has defiled herself and has broken faith with her husband, the water that brings the curse shall enter into her and cause bitter pain, and her womb shall swell, and her thigh shall fall away, and the woman bshall become a curse among her people. 28But if the woman has not defiled herself and is clean, then she shall be free and shall conceive children.

 29This is the law in cases of jealousy, when a wife, cthough under her husbands authority, goes astray and defiles herself, 30or when the spirit of jealousy comes over a man and he is jealous of his wife. Then he shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall carry out for her all this law. 31The man shall be free from iniquity, but the woman dshall bear her iniquity.

The Nazirite Vow

 NUMBERS 6 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of ea Nazirite,[1] fto separate himself to the LORD, 3he gshall separate himself from wine and strong drink. He shall drink no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and shall not drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4All the days of his separation[2] he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins.

 5All the days of his vow of separation, no hrazor shall touch his head. Until the time is completed for which he separates himself to the LORD, he shall be holy. iHe shall let the locks of hair of his head grow long.

 6All the days that he separates himself to the LORD jhe shall not go near a dead body. 7kNot even for his father or for his mother, for brother or sister, if they die, shall he make himself unclean, because his separation to God is on his head. 8All the days of his separation he is holy to the LORD.

 9And if any man dies very suddenly beside him and he defiles his consecrated head, then lhe shall shave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it. 10mOn the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to the priest to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 11and the priest shall offer one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, and make atonement for him, because he sinned by reason of the dead body. And he shall consecrate his head that same day 12and separate himself to the LORD for the days of his separation and bring a male lamb a year old nfor a guilt offering. But the previous period shall be void, because his separation was defiled.

 13And this is the law for the Nazirite, owhen the time of his separation has been completed: he shall be brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 14and he shall bring his gift to the LORD, one male lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish pas a sin offering, and one ram without blemish qas a peace offering, 15and a basket of unleavened bread, rloaves of fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and their sgrain offering and their tdrink offerings. 16And the priest shall bring them before the LORD and offer uhis sin offering and his burnt offering, 17and he shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD, with the basket of unleavened bread. The priest shall offer also its grain offering and its drink offering. 18And the Nazirite vshall shave his consecrated head at the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall take the hair from his consecrated head and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice of the peace offering. 19And the priest shall take the wshoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, and one unleavened loaf out of the basket and one unleavened wafer, and xshall put them on the hands of the Nazirite, after he has shaved the hair of his consecration, 20and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. yThey are a holy portion for the priest, together with the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed. And after that the Nazirite may drink wine.

 21This is the law of the Nazirite. But if he vows an offering to the LORD above his Nazirite vow, as he can afford, in exact accordance with the vow that he takes, then he shall do in addition to the law of the Nazirite.

Aarons Blessing

 22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus zyou shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them,

 24 The LORD abless you and bkeep you;

25 the LORD cmake his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

26 the LORD dlift up his countenance[3] upon you and give you peace.

 27eSo shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.

Offerings at the Tabernacles Consecration

 NUMBERS 7 On the day when Moses had finished fsetting up the tabernacle and had anointed and gconsecrated it with all its furnishings and had anointed and consecrated the altar with all its utensils, 2hthe chiefs of Israel, heads of their fathers houses, who were the chiefs of the tribes, who were over those who were listed, approached 3and brought their offerings before the LORD, six wagons and twelve oxen, a wagon for every two of the chiefs, and for each one an ox. They brought them before the tabernacle. 4Then the LORD said to Moses, 5Accept these from them, that they may be used in the service of the tent of meeting, and give them to the Levites, to each man according to his service. 6So Moses took the wagons and the oxen and gave them to the Levites. 7Two wagons and four oxen ihe gave to the sons of Gershon, according to their service. 8And four wagons and eight oxen jhe gave to the sons of Merari, according to their service, under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 9But to the sons of Kohath he gave none, because they were charged with kthe service of the holy things that lhad to be carried on the shoulder. 10And the chiefs offered offerings for the mdedication of the altar on the day it was anointed; and the chiefs offered their offering before the altar. 11And the LORD said to Moses, They shall offer their offerings, one chief each day, for the dedication of the altar.

 12He who offered his offering the first day was nNahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah. 13And his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels,[1] one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to othe shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a pgrain offering; 14one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of qincense; 15rone bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 16one male goat for a ssin offering; 17and for tthe sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

 18On the second day uNethanel the son of Zuar, the chief of Issachar, made an offering. 19He offered for his offering one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 20one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 21one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 22one male goat for a sin offering; 23and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

 24On the third day vEliab the son of Helon, the chief of the people of Zebulun: 25his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 26one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 27one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 28one male goat for a sin offering; 29and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

 30On the fourth day wElizur the son of Shedeur, the chief of the people of Reuben: 31his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 32one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 33one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 34one male goat for a sin offering; 35and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Elizur the son of Shedeur.

 36On the fifth day xShelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, the chief of the people of Simeon: 37his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 38one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 39one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 40one male goat for a sin offering; 41and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

 42On the sixth day yEliasaph the son of Deuel, the chief of the people of Gad: 43his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 44one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 45one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 46one male goat for a sin offering; 47and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

 48On the seventh day zElishama the son of Ammihud, the chief of the people of Ephraim: 49his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 50one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 51one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 52one male goat for a sin offering; 53and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Elishama the son of Ammihud.

 54On the eighth day aGamaliel the son of Pedahzur, the chief of the people of Manasseh: 55his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 56one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 57one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 58one male goat for a sin offering; 59and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

 60On the ninth day bAbidan the son of Gideoni, the chief of the people of Benjamin: 61his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 62one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 63one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 64one male goat for a sin offering; 65and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Abidan the son of Gideoni.

 66On the tenth day cAhiezer the son of Ammishaddai, the chief of the people of Dan: 67his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 68one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 69one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 70one male goat for a sin offering; 71and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

 72On the eleventh day dPagiel the son of Ochran, the chief of the people of Asher: 73his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 74one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 75one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 76one male goat for a sin offering; 77and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ochran.

 78On the twelfth day eAhira the son of Enan, the chief of the people of Naphtali: 79his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 80one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 81one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 82one male goat for a sin offering; 83and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

 84This was the dedication offering for the altar on the day when it was anointed, from the chiefs of Israel: twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins, twelve golden dishes, 85each silver plate weighing 130 shekels and each basin 70, all the silver of the vessels 2,400 shekels according to the shekel of the sanctuary, 86the twelve golden dishes, full of incense, weighing 10 shekels apiece according to the shekel of the sanctuary, all the gold of the dishes being 120 shekels; 87all the cattle for the burnt offering twelve bulls, twelve rams, twelve male lambs a year old, with their grain offering; and twelve male goats for a sin offering; 88and all the cattle for the sacrifice of peace offerings twenty-four bulls, the rams sixty, the male goats sixty, the male lambs a year old sixty. This was the dedication offering for the altar after it fwas anointed.

 89And when Moses went into the tent of meeting gto speak with the LORD, he heard hthe voice speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony, from between the two cherubim; and it spoke to him.

The Seven Lamps

 NUMBERS 8 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to Aaron and say to him, When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lampstand. 3And Aaron did so: he set up its lamps in front of the lampstand, as the LORD commanded Moses. 4And ithis was the workmanship of the lampstand, hammered work of gold. From its base to its flowers, it was hammered work; according to the pattern that the LORD had shown Moses, so he made the lampstand.

Cleansing of the Levites

 5And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6Take the Levites from among the people of Israel and cleanse them. 7Thus you shall do to them to cleanse them: sprinkle the jwater of purification upon them, and klet them go with a razor over all their body, and wash their clothes and cleanse themselves. 8Then let them take a bull from the herd and lits grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, mand you shall take another bull from the herd for a sin offering. 9nAnd you shall bring the Levites before the tent of meeting oand assemble the whole congregation of the people of Israel. 10When you bring the Levites before the LORD, the people of Israel pshall lay their hands on the Levites, 11and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the people of Israel, that they may do the service of the LORD. 12Then the Levites qshall lay their hands on the heads of the bulls, and you shall offer rthe one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering to the LORD to make atonement for the Levites. 13And you shall set the Levites before Aaron and his sons, and shall offer them as sa wave offering to the LORD.

 14Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the people of Israel, and tthe Levites shall be mine. 15And after that the Levites shall go in to serve at the tent of meeting, when you have cleansed them and offered them as a swave offering. 16For they are uwholly given to me from among the people of Israel. vInstead of all who open the womb, the firstborn of all the people of Israel, I have taken them for myself. 17wFor all the firstborn among the people of Israel are mine, both of man and of beast. On the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I consecrated them for myself, 18and I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel. 19uAnd I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the people of Israel, to do the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting and xto make atonement for the people of Israel, ythat there may be no plague among the people of Israel when the people of Israel come near the sanctuary.

 20Thus did Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the people of Israel to the Levites. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, the people of Israel did to them. 21And zthe Levites purified themselves from sin and washed their clothes, and aAaron offered them as a wave offering before the LORD, and Aaron made atonement for them to cleanse them. 22And after that the Levites went in to do their service in the tent of meeting before Aaron and his sons; as the LORD had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so they did to them.

Retirement of the Levites

 23And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24This applies to the Levites: bfrom twenty-five years old and upward they[1] shall come to do duty in the service of the tent of meeting. 25And from the age of fifty years they shall withdraw from the duty of the service and serve no more. 26They minister[2] to their brothers in the tent of meeting cby keeping guard, but they shall do no service. Thus shall you do to the Levites in assigning their duties.

The Passover Celebrated

 NUMBERS 9 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, din the first month of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time. 3eOn the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed time; according to all its statutes and all its rules you shall keep it. 4So Moses told the people of Israel that they should keep the Passover. 5And they kept the Passover in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the people of Israel did. 6And there were certain men who were funclean through touching a dead body, so that they could not keep the Passover on that day, and gthey came before Moses and Aaron on that day. 7And those men said to him, We are unclean through touching a dead body. Why are we kept from bringing the LORDs hoffering at its appointed time among the people of Israel? 8And Moses said to them, Wait, that iI may hear what the LORD will command concerning you.

 9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If any one of you or of your descendants is unclean through touching a dead body, or is on a long journey, he shall still keep the Passover to the LORD. 11jIn the second month on the fourteenth day at twilight they shall keep it. kThey shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 12lThey shall leave none of it until the morning, mnor break any of its bones; naccording to all the statute for the Passover they shall keep it. 13But if anyone who is clean and is not on a journey fails to keep the Passover, othat person shall be cut off from his people because he did not bring the LORDs poffering at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin. 14And if a stranger sojourns among you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, according to the statute of the Passover and according to its rule, so shall he do. qYou shall have one statute, both for the sojourner and for the native.

The Cloud Covering the Tabernacle

 15rOn the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the testimony. And sat evening it was over the tabernacle like the appearance of fire until morning. 16So it was always: the cloud covered it by day[1] and the appearance of fire by night. 17And whenever the cloud tlifted from over the tent, after that the people of Israel set out, and in the place where the cloud settled down, there the people of Israel camped. 18At the command of the LORD the people of Israel set out, and at the command of the LORD they camped. uAs long as the cloud rested over the tabernacle, they remained in camp. 19Even when the cloud continued over the tabernacle many days, the people of Israel vkept the charge of the LORD and did not set out. 20Sometimes the cloud was a few days over the tabernacle, and according to the command of the LORD they remained in camp; then according to the command of the LORD they set out. 21And sometimes the cloud remained from evening until morning. And when the cloud lifted in the morning, they set out, or if it continued for a day and a night, when the cloud lifted they set out. 22Whether it was two days, or a month, or a longer time, that the cloud continued over the tabernacle, abiding there, the people of Israel wremained in camp and did not set out, but when it lifted they set out. 23At the command of the LORD they camped, and at the command of the LORD they set out. vThey kept the charge of the LORD, at the command of the LORD by Moses.

The Silver Trumpets

 NUMBERS 10 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Make two silver trumpets. Of hammered work you shall make them, and you shall use them for xsummoning the congregation and for breaking camp. 3And when yboth are blown, all the congregation shall gather themselves to you at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 4But if they blow only one, then zthe chiefs, the heads of the tribes of Israel, shall gather themselves to you. 5When you blow an alarm, athe camps that are on the east side shall set out. 6And when you blow an alarm the second time, bthe camps that are on the south side shall set out. An alarm is to be blown whenever they are to set out. 7But when the assembly is to be gathered together, cyou shall blow a long blast, but you shall not dsound an alarm. 8eAnd the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow the trumpets. The trumpets shall be to you for a perpetual statute throughout your generations. 9And fwhen you go to war in your land against the adversary who goppresses you, then you shall dsound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be hremembered before the LORD your God, and you shall be saved from your enemies. 10iOn the day of your gladness also, and at your appointed feasts and jat the beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings. They shall be ka reminder of you before your God: I am the LORD your God.

Israel Leaves Sinai

 11In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, lthe cloud lifted from over the tabernacle of the testimony, 12and the people of Israel mset out by stages from the nwilderness of Sinai. And the cloud settled down in the owilderness of Paran. 13They set out for the first time pat the command of the LORD by Moses. 14The standard of the camp of the people of Judah set out qfirst by their companies, and over their company was rNahshon the son of Amminadab. 15And over the company of the tribe of the people of Issachar was Nethanel the son of Zuar. 16And over the company of the tribe of the people of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon.

 17And when sthe tabernacle was taken down, the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari, twho carried the tabernacle, set out. 18And uthe standard of the camp of Reuben set out by their companies, and over their company was vElizur the son of Shedeur. 19And over the company of the tribe of the people of Simeon was wShelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 20And over the company of the tribe of the people of Gad was xEliasaph the son of yDeuel.

 21Then the Kohathites set out, zcarrying the holy things, and athe tabernacle was set up before their arrival. 22And bthe standard of the camp of the people of Ephraim set out by their companies, and over their company was cElishama the son of Ammihud. 23And over the company of the tribe of the people of Manasseh was cGamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 24And over the company of the tribe of the people of Benjamin was dAbidan the son of Gideoni.

 25Then ethe standard of the camp of the people of Dan, acting as the frear guard of all the camps, set out by their companies, and over their company was gAhiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 26And over the company of the tribe of the people of Asher was hPagiel the son of Ochran. 27And over the company of the tribe of the people of Naphtali was iAhira the son of Enan. 28jThis was the order of march of the people of Israel by their companies, when they set out.

 29And Moses said to Hobab the son of kReuel the Midianite, Moses father-in-law, We are setting out for the place of which the LORD said, lI will give it to you. Come with us, and we will do good to you, for mthe LORD has promised good to Israel. 30But he said to him, I will not go. I will depart to my own land and to my kindred. 31And he said, Please do not leave us, for you know where we should camp in the wilderness, and you will serve nas eyes for us. 32And if you do go with us, owhatever good the LORD will do to us, the same will we do to you.

 33So they set out from pthe mount of the LORD three days journey. And the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them three days journey, to seek out qa resting place for them. 34rAnd the cloud of the LORD was over them by day, whenever they set out from the camp.

 35And whenever the ark set out, Moses said, sArise, O LORD, and let your enemies be scattered, and let those who hate you flee before you. 36And when it rested, he said, Return, O LORD, to the ten thousand thousands of Israel.

The People Complain

 NUMBERS 11 And tthe people complained in the hearing of the LORD about their misfortunes, and when the LORD heard it, uhis anger was kindled, and vthe fire of the LORD burned among them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp. 2Then wthe people cried out to Moses, xand Moses prayed to the LORD, and the fire died down. 3So the name of that place was called yTaberah,[1] because the fire of the LORD burned among them.

 4Now the zrabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also awept again and said, bOh that we had meat to eat! 5cWe remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.

 7Now dthe manna was like coriander seed, and its appearance like that of bdellium. 8eThe people went about and gathered it and ground it in handmills or beat it in mortars and boiled it in pots and made cakes of it. fAnd the taste of it was like the taste of cakes baked with oil. 9gWhen the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell with it.

 10Moses heard the people hweeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And the anger of the LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. 11iMoses said to the LORD, Why have you dealt ill with your servant? And why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to me, jCarry them in your bosom, as a knurse carries a nursing child, to the land lthat you swore to give their fathers? 13mWhere am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me and say, Give us meat, that we may eat. 14nI am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me. 15If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness.

Elders Appointed to Aid Moses

 16Then the LORD said to Moses, Gather for me oseventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and pofficers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. 17qAnd I will come down and talk with you there. And rI will take some of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them, and sthey shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear it yourself alone. 18And say to the people, tConsecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat, for you have wept in the hearing of the LORD, saying, Who will give us meat to eat? uFor it was better for us in Egypt. Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat. 19You shall not eat just one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, 20but a whole month, vuntil it comes out at your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you have rejected the LORD who is among you and have wept before him, saying, wWhy did we come out of Egypt? 21But Moses said, xThe people among whom I am number six hundred thousand on foot, and you have said, I will give them meat, that they may eat a whole month! 22yShall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, and be enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, and be enough for them? 23And the LORD said to Moses, zIs the LORDs hand shortened? Now you shall see whether amy word will come true for you or not.

 24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. bAnd he gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25Then cthe LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

 26Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they dhad not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp. 28And eJoshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, My lord Moses, fstop them. 29But Moses said to him, Are you jealous for my sake? gWould that all the LORDs people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them! 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

Quail and a Plague

 31Then a hwind from the LORD sprang up, and it brought quail from the sea and let them fall beside the camp, about a days journey on this side and a days journey on the other side, around the camp, and about two cubits[2] above the ground. 32And the people rose all that day and all night and all the next day, and gathered the quail. Those who gathered least gathered ten ihomers.[3] And they spread them out for themselves all around the camp. 33jWhile the meat was yet between their teeth, before it was consumed, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the people, and kthe LORD struck down the people with a very great plague. 34Therefore the name of that place was called lKibroth-hattaavah,[4] because there they buried the people who had the craving. 35mFrom Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed to nHazeroth, and they remained at nHazeroth.

Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses

 NUMBERS 12 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2And they said, Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? oHas he not spoken through us also? And pthe LORD heard it. 3Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of the earth. 4And suddenly the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting. And the three of them came out. 5And qthe LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. 6And he said, Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him rin a vision; I speak with him sin a dream. 7Not so with tmy servant Moses. uHe is faithful in all my house. 8With him I speak vmouth to mouth, clearly, and not in wriddles, and he beholds xthe form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? 9And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, and he departed.

 10When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, yMiriam was zleprous,[1] like snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. 11And Aaron said to Moses, Oh, my lord, ado not punish us[2] because we have done foolishly and have sinned. 12Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes out of his mothers womb. 13And Moses cried to the LORD, O God, please heal herplease. 14But the LORD said to Moses, If her father had but bspit in her face, should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be cshut outside the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in again. 15So Miriam dwas shut outside the camp seven days, and the people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in again. 16After that the people set out from eHazeroth, and camped in fthe wilderness of Paran.

Spies Sent into Canaan

 NUMBERS 13 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2gSend men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief among them. 3So Moses sent them from hthe wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the people of Israel. 4And these were their names: From the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur; 5from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; 6ifrom the tribe of Judah, jCaleb the son of Jephunneh; 7from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; 8from the tribe of Ephraim, kHoshea the son of Nun; 9from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; 10from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; 11from the tribe of Joseph (that is, from the tribe of Manasseh), Gaddi the son of Susi; 12from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; 13from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; 14from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 15from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 16These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called kHoshea the son of Nun Joshua.

 17Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them, Go up into lthe Negeb and go up into mthe hill country, 18and see what the land is, and whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19and whether the land that they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the cities that they dwell in are camps or strongholds, 20and whether the land is nrich or poor, and whether there are trees in it or not. oBe of good courage and bring some of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.

 21So they went up and spied out the land pfrom the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, qnear Lebo-hamath. 22They went up into mthe Negeb and came to rHebron. sAhiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the tdescendants of Anak, were there. (uHebron was built seven years before uZoan in Egypt.) 23And vthey came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; they also brought some pomegranates and figs. 24That place was called the Valley of Eshcol,[1] because of the cluster that the people of Israel cut down from there.

Report of the Spies

 25At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at wKadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27And they told him, We came to the land to which you sent us. It xflows with milk and honey, yand this is its fruit. 28zHowever, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29aThe Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. bAnd the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.

 30But cCaleb quieted the people before Moses and said, Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it. 31dThen the men who had gone up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are. 32So ethey brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and fall the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33And there we saw the gNephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the gNephilim), and we seemed to ourselves hlike grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.

The People Rebel

 NUMBERS 14 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people iwept that night. 2And all the people of Israel jgrumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or kwould that we had died in this wilderness! 3Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? lOur wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt? 4And they said to one another, mLet us choose a leader and ngo back to Egypt.

 5Then oMoses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel. 6pAnd Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, qThe land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8If rthe LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, sa land that flows with milk and honey. 9Only tdo not rebel against the LORD. And udo not fear the people of the land, for vthey are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them. 10wThen all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But xthe glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel.

 11And the LORD said to Moses, How long will this people ydespise me? And how long will they not zbelieve in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 12I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I awill make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.

Moses Intercedes for the People

 13But bMoses said to the LORD, Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for you brought up this people in your might from among them, 14and they will tell the inhabitants of this land. cThey have heard that you, O LORD, are in the midst of this people. For you, O LORD, are seen face to face, and dyour cloud stands over them and you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15Now if you kill this people as one man, then the nations who have heard your fame will say, 16It is because the LORD ewas not able to bring this people into the land that he swore to give to them that he has killed them in the wilderness. 17And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as you have promised, saying, 18fThe LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, gvisiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth generation. 19Please hpardon the iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just ias you have forgiven this people, from Egypt until now.

God Promises Judgment

 20Then the LORD said, I have pardoned, jaccording to your word. 21But truly, as I live, and as all kthe earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD, 22lnone of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these mten times and have not obeyed my voice, 23nshall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of those who despised me shall see it. 24But my servant oCaleb, because he has a different spirit and has pfollowed me fully, I will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it. 25qNow, since the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valleys, rturn tomorrow and set out for the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.

 26And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27How long shall sthis wicked congregation grumble against me? tI have heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against me. 28Say to them, uAs I live, declares the LORD, vwhat you have said in my hearing I will do to you: 29wyour dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and xof all your number, listed in the census yfrom twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, 30not one shall come into the land where I zswore that I would make you dwell, aexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31bBut your little ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land that cyou have rejected. 32But as for you, wyour dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33And your children dshall be shepherds in the wilderness eforty years and shall fsuffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 34gAccording to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, hforty days, a year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure. 35iI, the LORD, have spoken. Surely this will I do to all jthis wicked congregation who are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.

 36kAnd the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation grumble against him by bringing up a bad report about the land 37the men who brought up a bad report of the landldied by plague before the LORD. 38Of those men who went to spy out the land, monly Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive.

Israel Defeated in Battle

 39When Moses told these words to all the people of Israel, the people nmourned greatly. 40And they rose early in the morning and went up to the heights of the hill country, saying, oHere we are. We will go up to the place that the LORD has promised, for we have sinned. 41pBut Moses said, Why now are you transgressing the command of the LORD, when that will not succeed? 42qDo not go up, rfor the Lord is not among you, lest you be struck down before your enemies. 43For there sthe Amalekites and the Canaanites are facing you, and you shall fall by the sword. Because you have turned back from following the LORD, the LORD will not be with you. 44tBut they presumed to go up to the heights of the hill country, although neither uthe ark of the covenant of the LORD nor Moses departed out of the camp. 45Then vthe Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and defeated them and pursued them, even to wHormah.

Laws About Sacrifices

 NUMBERS 15 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, xWhen you come into the land you are to inhabit, which I am giving you, 3and yyou offer to the LORD from the herd or from the flock a food offering[1] or a burnt offering or a sacrifice, zto fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering or aat your appointed feasts, to make a bpleasing aroma to the LORD, 4then che who brings his offering shall offer to the LORD da grain offering of a tenth of an ephah[2] of fine flour, emixed with a quarter of a hin[3] of oil; 5and you shall offer with the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, a quarter of a hin of fwine for the drink offering for each lamb. 6gOr for a ram, you shall offer for a grain offering two tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a third of a hin of oil. 7And for the drink offering you shall offer a third of a hin of wine, a bpleasing aroma to the LORD. 8And when you offer a bull as a burnt offering or sacrifice, to zfulfill a vow or for hpeace offerings to the LORD, 9then one shall offer iwith the bull a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with half a hin of oil. 10And you shall offer for the drink offering half a hin of wine, as a food offering, a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

 11jThus it shall be done for each bull or ram, or for each lamb or young goat. 12As many as you offer, so shall you do with each one, as many as there are. 13Every native Israelite shall do these things in this way, in offering a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 14And if a stranger is sojourning with you, or anyone is living permanently among you, and he wishes to offer a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD, he shall do as you do. 15For the assembly, kthere shall be one statute for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you, a statute forever throughout your generations. You and the sojourner shall be alike before the LORD. 16One law and one rule shall be for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you.

 17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18lSpeak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land to which I bring you 19and when you eat of mthe bread of the land, you shall present a contribution to the LORD. 20nOf the first of your dough you shall present a loaf as a contribution; like a ocontribution from the threshing floor, so shall you present it. 21nSome of the first of your dough you shall give to the LORD as a contribution throughout your generations.

Laws About Unintentional Sins

 22pBut if you sin unintentionally,[4] and do not observe all these commandments that the LORD has spoken to Moses, 23all that the LORD has commanded you by Moses, from the day that the LORD gave commandment, and onward throughout your generations, 24then if it was done unintentionally qwithout the knowledge of the congregation, all the congregation shall offer one bull from the herd for a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma to the LORD, rwith its grain offering and its drink offering, according to the rule, and sone male goat for a sin offering. 25tAnd the priest shall make atonement for all the congregation of the people of Israel, and they shall be forgiven, because it was a mistake, and they have brought their offering, a food offering to the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD for their mistake. 26And all the congregation of the people of Israel shall be forgiven, and the stranger who sojourns among them, because the whole population was involved in the mistake.

 27uIf one person sins unintentionally, he shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin offering. 28vAnd the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for the person who makes a mistake, when he sins unintentionally, to make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven. 29wYou shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the people of Israel and for the stranger who sojourns among them. 30xBut the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner, reviles the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from among his people. 31Because he has ydespised the word of the LORD and has broken his commandment, that person shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be on him.

A Sabbathbreaker Executed

 32While the people of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man zgathering sticks on the Sabbath day. 33And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation. 34aThey put him in custody, because it had not been made clear what should be done to him. 35And the LORD said to Moses, bThe man shall be put to death; all the congregation shall cstone him with stones outside the camp. 36And all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him to death with stones, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Tassels on Garments

 37The LORD said to Moses, 38Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to dmake tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. 39And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, enot to follow[5] after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined fto whore after. 40So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be gholy to your God. 41hI am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD your God.

Korahs Rebellion

 NUMBERS 16 Now iKorah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and jDathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. 2And they rose up before Moses, with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-known men. 3kThey assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron and said to them, lYou have gone too far! For mall in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD? 4When Moses heard it, nhe fell on his face, 5and he said to Korah and all his company, In the morning the LORD will show owho is his,[1] and who is pholy, and will bring him near to him. The one qwhom he chooses he will rbring near to him. 6Do this: take scensers, Korah and all his company; 7put fire in them and put incense on them before the LORD tomorrow, and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the holy one. tYou have gone too far, sons of Levi! 8And Moses said to Korah, Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9is it utoo small a thing for you that the God of Israel has vseparated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself, to do service in the tabernacle of the LORD and to stand before the congregation to minister to them, 10and that he has brought you near him, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with you? And would you seek the priesthood also? 11Therefore it is against the LORD that you and all your company have gathered together. What is wAaron that you grumble against him?

 12And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said, We will not come up. 13Is it xa small thing that you have brought us up out of ya land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you must also zmake yourself a prince over us? 14Moreover, you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up. 15And Moses was very angry and said to the LORD, aDo not respect their offering. bI have not taken one donkey from them, and I have not harmed one of them.

 16And Moses said to Korah, Be present, you and all your company, cbefore the LORD, you and they, and Aaron, tomorrow. 17And dlet every one of you take his censer and put incense on it, and every one of you bring before the LORD his censer, e250 censers; you also, and Aaron, each his censer. 18So every man took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them and stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19Then Korah assembled all the congregation against them at the entrance of the tent of meeting. fAnd the glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation.

 20And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 21gSeparate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them hin a moment. 22And they ifell on their faces and said, O God, jthe God of the spirits of all flesh, kshall one man sin, and will you be angry with all the congregation? 23And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24Say to the congregation, Get away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.

 25Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 26And he spoke to the congregation, saying, lDepart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their sins. 27So they got away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came out and stood mat the door of their tents, together with their wives, their sons, and their little ones. 28And Moses said, Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been nof my own accord. 29If these men die as all men die, or if they are visited by the fate of all mankind, othen the LORD has not sent me. 30But if the LORD creates something new, and pthe ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they qgo down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD.

 31rAnd as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. 32And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and sall the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33So they and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and tthey perished from the midst of the assembly. 34And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up! 35And ufire came out from the LORD and consumed vthe 250 men offering the incense.

 36[2] Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 37Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take up the censers out of the blaze. Then scatter the fire far and wide, for they have become holy. 38As for the censers of wthese men who have sinned at the cost of their lives, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they offered them before the LORD, and they became holy. xThus they shall be a sign to the people of Israel. 39So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a covering for the altar, 40to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so ythat no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become like Korah and his companyas the LORD said to him through Moses.

 41But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel zgrumbled against Moses and against Aaron, saying, You have killed the people of the LORD. 42And when the congregation had assembled against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward the tent of meeting. And behold, athe cloud covered it, and bthe glory of the LORD appeared. 43And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of meeting, 44and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45cGet away from the midst of this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment. dAnd they fell on their faces. 46And Moses said to Aaron, Take your censer, and put fire on it from off the altar and lay incense on it and carry it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for ewrath has gone out from the LORD; the plague has begun. 47So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran into the midst of the assembly. And behold, the plague had already begun among the people. And he put on the incense and made atonement for the people. 48And he stood between the dead and the living, and fthe plague was stopped. 49Now those who died in the plague were 14,700, gbesides those who died in the affair of Korah. 50And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of meeting, when the plague was stopped.

Aarons Staff Buds

 NUMBERS 17 [1] The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2hSpeak to the people of Israel, and get from them staffs, one for each fathers house, from all their chiefs according to their fathers houses, twelve staffs. Write each mans name on his staff, 3and write Aarons name on the staff of Levi. For there shall be one staff for the head of each fathers house. 4Then you shall deposit them in the tent of meeting before the testimony, iwhere I meet with you. 5And the staff of the man jwhom I choose shall sprout. Thus I will make to cease from me kthe grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against you. 6Moses spoke to the people of Israel. And all their chiefs gave him staffs, one for each chief, according to their fathers houses, twelve staffs. And the staff of Aaron was among their staffs. 7And Moses deposited the staffs before the LORD in lthe tent of the testimony.

 8On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 9Then Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD to all the people of Israel. And they looked, and each man took his staff. 10And the LORD said to Moses, Put back mthe staff of Aaron before the testimony, to be kept nas a sign for the rebels, othat you may make an end of their grumblings against me, lest they die. 11Thus did Moses; as the LORD commanded him, so he did.

 12And the people of Israel said to Moses, Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all undone. 13pEveryone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall die. Are we all to perish?

	

Duties of Priests and Levites

 NUMBERS 18 So the LORD said to Aaron, You and your sons and your fathers house with you shall qbear iniquity connected with the sanctuary, rand you and your sons with you shall bear iniquity connected with your priesthood. 2And with you bring your brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may sjoin you and tminister to you while you and your sons with you are before the tent of the testimony. 3They shall keep guard over you and uover the whole tent, vbut shall not come near to the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar wlest they, and you, die. 4They shall join you and keep guard over the tent of meeting for all the service of the tent, xand no outsider shall come near you. 5And you shall ykeep guard over the sanctuary and over the altar, zthat there may never again be wrath on the people of Israel. 6aAnd behold, I have taken your brothers the Levites from among the people of Israel. bThey are a gift to you, given to the LORD, to do the service of the tent of meeting. 7And cyou and your sons with you shall guard your priesthood for all that concerns the altar and dthat is within the veil; and you shall serve. I give your priesthood as a gift,[1] and eany outsider who comes near shall be put to death.

 8Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, Behold, fI have given you charge of the contributions made to me, all the consecrated things of the people of Israel. I have given them to you gas a portion and to your sons as a perpetual due. 9This shall be yours of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, every grain offering of theirs and every hsin offering of theirs and every iguilt offering of theirs, which they render to me, shall be most holy to you and to your sons. 10In a most holy place shall you eat it. Every male may eat it; it is holy to you. 11This also is yours: the contribution of their gift, all the jwave offerings of the people of Israel. I have given them to kyou, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. lEveryone who is clean in your house may eat it. 12mAll the best of the oil and all the best of the wine and of the grain, nthe firstfruits of what they give to the LORD, I give to you. 13The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, owhich they bring to the LORD, shall be yours. lEveryone who is clean in your house may eat it. 14pEvery devoted thing in Israel shall be yours. 15qEverything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which they offer to the LORD, shall be yours. Nevertheless, rthe firstborn of man you shall redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. 16And their redemption price s(at a month old you shall redeem them) you shall fix at five shekels[2] in silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, twhich is twenty gerahs. 17uBut the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar and shall burn their fat as a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 18But their flesh shall be yours, as vthe breast that is waved and as the right thigh are yours. 19wAll the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the LORD I give to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. xIt is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you. 20And the LORD said to Aaron, You shall have no inheritance in their land, neither shall you have any portion among them. yI am your portion and your inheritance among the people of Israel.

 21zTo the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 22aso that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of meeting, blest they bear sin and die. 23But cthe Levites shall do the service of the tent of meeting, dand they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the people of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 24For the tithe of the people of Israel, which ethey present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance famong the people of Israel.

 25And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 26Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, When you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present a contribution from it to the LORD, ga tithe of the tithe. 27hAnd your contribution shall be counted to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor, and as the fullness of the winepress. 28So you shall also present a contribution to the LORD from all your tithes, which you receive from the people of Israel. And from it you shall give the LORDs contribution to Aaron the priest. 29Out of all the gifts to you, you shall present every contribution due to the LORD; from each its best part is to be dedicated. 30Therefore you shall say to them, When you have offered from it the best of it, ithen the rest shall be counted to the Levites as produce of the threshing floor, and as produce of the winepress. 31And you may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is jyour reward in return for your service in the tent of meeting. 32And you shall kbear no sin by reason of it, when you have contributed the best of it. But you shall not lprofane the holy things of the people of Israel, lest you die.

Laws for Purification

 NUMBERS 19 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2This is the statute of the law that the LORD has commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer without defect, in which there is no blemish, mand on which a yoke has never come. 3And you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and nit shall be taken outside the camp and slaughtered before him. 4And Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and osprinkle some of its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times. 5And the heifer shall be burned in his sight. pIts skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shall be burned. 6And the priest shall take qcedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and throw them into the fire burning the heifer. 7Then the priest rshall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. But the priest shall be unclean until evening. 8sThe one who burns the heifer rshall wash his clothes in water and bathe his body in water and shall be unclean until evening. 9And a man who is clean shall gather up tthe ashes of the heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a uclean place. And they shall be kept for the water for vimpurity for the congregation of the people of Israel; it is a sin offering. 10And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer rshall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. And this shall be a perpetual statute for the people of Israel, and for the stranger who sojourns among them.

 11wWhoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days. 12He xshall cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not become clean. 13Whoever touches a dead person, the body of anyone who has died, and does not cleanse himself, ydefiles the tabernacle of the LORD, zand that person shall be cut off from Israel; because the water for impurity was not thrown on him, he shall be unclean. His uncleanness is still on him.

 14This is the law when someone dies in a tent: everyone who comes into the tent and everyone who is in the tent shall be unclean seven days. 15And every aopen vessel that has no cover fastened on it is unclean. 16bWhoever in the open field touches someone who was killed with a sword or who died naturally, or touches a human bone or a cgrave, shall be unclean seven days. 17For the unclean they shall take dsome ashes of the burnt sin offering, and fresh[1] water shall be added in a vessel. 18Then a clean person shall take ehyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the furnishings and on the persons who were there and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain or the dead or the grave. 19And the clean person shall sprinkle it on the unclean fon the third day and on the seventh day. gThus on the seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall hwash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and at evening he shall be clean.

 20If the man who is unclean does not cleanse himself, ithat person shall be cut off from the midst of the assembly, since he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD. Because the water for impurity has not been thrown on him, he is unclean. 21And it shall be a statute forever for them. The one who sprinkles the water for impurity shall wash his clothes, and the one who touches the water for impurity shall be unclean until evening. 22And jwhatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean, and anyone who touches it shall be unclean until evening.

The Death of Miriam

 NUMBERS 20 And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came kinto the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And lMiriam died there and was buried there.

The Waters of Meribah

 2mNow there was no water for the congregation. nAnd they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3And the people oquarreled with Moses and said, Would that we had perished pwhen our brothers perished before the LORD! 4Why have you brought the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and our cattle? 5And qwhy have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no place for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink. 6Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and rfell on their faces. sAnd the glory of the LORD appeared to them, 7and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 8tTake the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So uyou shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle. 9And Moses took the staff vfrom before the LORD, as he commanded him.

Moses Strikes the Rock

 10Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, wHear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock? 11And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, uand water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 12And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, Because xyou did not believe in me, yto uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them. 13zThese are the waters of Meribah,[1] where the people of Israel quarreled with the LORD, and through them he showed himself holy.

Edom Refuses Passage

 14aMoses sent messengers from Kadesh to bthe king of Edom: Thus says cyour brother Israel: You know all the hardship that we have met: 15dhow our fathers went down to Egypt, eand we lived in Egypt a long time. fAnd the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our fathers. 16And gwhen we cried to the LORD, he heard our voice and hsent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. And here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your territory. 17iPlease let us pass through your land. We will not pass through field or vineyard, jor drink water from a well. We will go along the Kings Highway. We will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed through your territory. 18But Edom said to him, You shall not pass through, lest I come out with the sword against you. 19And the people of Israel said to him, We will go up by the highway, kand if we drink of your water, I and my livestock, lthen I will pay for it. Let me only pass through on foot, nothing more. 20But he said, mYou shall not pass through. And Edom came out against them with a large army and with a strong force. 21Thus Edom nrefused to give Israel passage through his territory, so Israel oturned away from him.

The Death of Aaron

 22And they journeyed from pKadesh, and the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came to qMount Hor. 23And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on the border of the land of Edom, 24rLet Aaron be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land that I have given to the people of Israel, because syou rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah. 25Take Aaron and Eleazar his son and bring them up to Mount Hor. 26And strip Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron rshall be gathered to his people and shall die there. 27Moses did as the LORD commanded. And they went up Mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 28tAnd Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron died there uon the top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29And when all the congregation saw that Aaron had perished, vall the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty days.

Arad Destroyed

 NUMBERS 21 When wthe Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in xthe Negeb, heard that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive. 2yAnd Israel vowed a vow to the LORD and said, If you will indeed give this people into my hand, then I will devote their cities to destruction.[1] 3And the LORD heeded the voice of Israel and gave over the Canaanites, and they devoted them and their cities to destruction. So the name of the place was called zHormah.[2]

The Bronze Serpent

 4From Mount Hor athey set out by the way to the Red Sea, bto go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people cspoke against God and against Moses, dWhy have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and ewe loathe this worthless food. 6fThen the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and gthey bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7hAnd the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. iPray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live. 9So jMoses made a bronze[3] serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

The Song of the Well

 10And the people of Israel set out and kcamped in Oboth. 11kAnd they set out from Oboth and kcamped at Iye-abarim, in the wilderness that is opposite Moab, toward the sunrise. 12From there they set out and camped in lthe Valley of Zered. 13From there they set out and camped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that extends from the border of the Amorites, for the mArnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. 14Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the LORD,

 Waheb in Suphah, and the valleys of the Arnon,

15 and the slope of the valleys

that extends to the seat of nAr,

and leans to the border of Moab.

 16And from there they continued oto Beer;[4] that is the well of which the LORD said to Moses, Gather the people together, so that pI may give them water. 17Then Israel sang this song:

 Spring up, O well!Sing to it!

18 the well that the princes made,

that the nobles of the people dug,

with qthe scepter and with their staffs.

And from the wilderness they went on to Mattanah, 19and from Mattanah to Nahaliel, and from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 20and from Bamoth to the valley lying in the region of Moab by the top of Pisgah rthat looks down on the desert.[5]

King Sihon Defeated

 21Then sIsrael sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 22tLet me pass through your land. We will not turn aside into field or vineyard. We will not drink the water of a well. We will go by the Kings Highway until we have passed through your territory. 23uBut Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his territory. He gathered all his people together and went out against Israel to the wilderness and vcame to Jahaz and fought against Israel. 24wAnd Israel defeated him with the edge of the sword and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the xJabbok, as far as to the Ammonites, for the border of the Ammonites was strong. 25And Israel took all these cities, and Israel settled in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all its villages. 26For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab and taken all his land out of his hand, as far as the Arnon. 27Therefore the yballad singers say,

 Come to zHeshbon, let it be built;

let the city of Sihon be established.

28 For afire came out from zHeshbon,

flame from the city of Sihon.

It devoured nAr of Moab,

and swallowed[6] the heights of the Arnon.

29 aWoe to you, O Moab!

You are undone, O people of bChemosh!

He has made his sons fugitives,

and his daughters captives,

to an Amorite king, Sihon.

30 So we overthrew them;

Heshbon, as far as cDibon, perished;

and we laid waste as far as Nophah;

fire spread as far as dMedeba.[7]

King Og Defeated

 31Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites. 32And Moses sent to spy out eJazer, and they captured its villages and dispossessed the Amorites who were there. 33Then they turned and went up by the way to Bashan. And Og the king of Bashan came out against them, he and all his people, to battle fat Edrei. 34gBut the LORD said to Moses, Do not fear him, for I have given him into your hand, and all his people, and his land. And hyou shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon. 35So they defeated him and his sons and all his people, until he had no survivor left. And they possessed his land.

Balak Summons Balaam

 NUMBERS 22 Then ithe people of Israel set out and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho. 2And jBalak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3And kMoab was in great dread of the people, because they were many. Moab was overcome with fear of the people of Israel. 4And Moab said to lthe elders of Midian, This horde will now lick up all that is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field. So Balak the son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that time, 5msent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor nat Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw,[1] to call him, saying, Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are dwelling opposite me. 6oCome now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.

 7So the elders of Moab and lthe elders of Midian departed with pthe fees for divination in their hand. And they came to Balaam and gave him Balaks message. 8And he said to them, Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as the LORD speaks to me. So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam. 9qAnd God came to Balaam and said, Who are these men with you? 10And Balaam said to God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11Behold, a people has come out of Egypt, and it covers the face of the earth. Now come, curse them for me. Perhaps I shall be able to fight against them and drive them out. 12God said to Balaam, You shall not go with them. You shall not curse the people, for rthey are blessed. 13So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, Go to your own land, for the LORD has refused to let me go with you. 14So the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak and said, Balaam refuses to come with us.

 15Once again Balak sent princes, more in number and more honorable than these. 16And they came to Balaam and said to him, Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: Let nothing hinder you from coming to me, 17sfor I will surely do you great honor, and whatever you say to me I will do. tCome, curse this people for me. 18But Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, uThough Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, vI could not go beyond the command of the LORD my God to do less or more. 19So you, too, wplease stay here tonight, that I may know what more the LORD will say to me. 20qAnd God came to Balaam at night and said to him, If the men have come to call you, rise, go with them; xbut only do what I tell you. 21So Balaam rose in the morning and saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab.

Balaams Donkey and the Angel

 22But Gods anger was kindled because he went, yand the angel of the LORD took his stand in the way zas his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with him. 23And the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand. And the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the field. And Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the road. 24Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on either side. 25And when the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pushed against the wall and pressed Balaams foot against the wall. So he struck her again. 26Then the angel of the LORD went ahead and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn either to the right or to the left. 27When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam. And Balaams anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 28Then the LORD aopened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times? 29And Balaam said to the donkey, Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill you. 30And the donkey said to Balaam, Am I not your donkey, on which you have ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way? And he said, No.

 31Then the LORD bopened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face. 32And the angel of the LORD said to him, Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out cto oppose you because your way is perverse[2] before me. 33The donkey saw me and turned aside before me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let her live. 34Then Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, dI have sinned, for I did not know that you stood in the road against me. Now therefore, if it is evil in your sight, I will turn back. 35And the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, Go with the men, ebut speak only the word that I tell you. So Balaam went on with the princes of Balak.

 36When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet him at the city of Moab, fon the border formed by the Arnon, at the extremity of the border. 37And Balak said to Balaam, Did I not send to you to call you? Why did you not come to me? Am I not able to ghonor you? 38Balaam said to Balak, Behold, I have come to you! Have I now any power of my own to speak anything? hThe word that God puts in my mouth, that must I speak. 39Then Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40And Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent for Balaam and for the princes who were with him.

 41And in the morning Balak took Balaam and brought him up to Bamoth-baal, and from there he saw a fraction of the people.

Balaams First Oracle

 NUMBERS 23 And Balaam said to Balak, iBuild for me here seven altars, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams. 2Balak did as Balaam had said. And Balak and Balaam joffered on each altar a bull and a ram. 3And Balaam said to Balak, kStand beside your burnt offering, and I will go. Perhaps the LORD will come lto meet me, and whatever he shows me I will tell you. And he went to a bare height, 4mand God met Balaam. And Balaam said to him, I have arranged the seven altars and I have offered on each altar a bull and a ram. 5And the LORD nput a word in Balaams mouth and said, Return to Balak, and thus you shall speak. 6And he returned to him, and behold, he and all the princes of Moab were standing beside his burnt offering. 7And Balaam otook up his discourse and said,

 From pAram Balak has brought me,

the king of Moab qfrom the eastern mountains:

Come, rcurse Jacob for me,

and come, denounce Israel!

8 How can I curse whom God has not cursed?

How can I denounce whom the LORD has not denounced?

9 For from the top of the crags sI see him,

from the hills I behold him;

behold, ta people dwelling alone,

and unot counting itself among the nations!

10 vWho can count the dust of Jacob

or number the fourth part[1] of Israel?

Let me die wthe death of the upright,

and let my end be like his!

 11And Balak said to Balaam, What have you done to me? xI took you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have done nothing but bless them. 12And he answered and said, yMust I not take care to speak what the LORD puts in my mouth?

Balaams Second Oracle

 13And Balak said to him, Please come with me to another place, from which you may see them. You shall see only a fraction of them and shall not see them all. Then curse them for me from there. 14And he took him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, zand built seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 15Balaam said to Balak, aStand here beside your burnt offering, while I meet the LORD over there. 16And the LORD met Balaam and bput a word in his mouth and said, Return to Balak, and thus shall you speak. 17And he came to him, and behold, he was standing beside his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said to him, What has the LORD spoken? 18And Balaam took up his discourse and said,

 Rise, Balak, and hear;

give ear to me, O son of Zippor:

19 cGod is not man, that he should lie,

or a son of man, that he should change his mind.

Has he said, and will he not do it?

Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?

20 Behold, I received a command to bless:

dhe has blessed, and eI cannot revoke it.

21 fHe has not beheld misfortune in Jacob,

nor has he seen trouble in Israel.

The LORD their God is with them,

and the shout of a king is among them.

22 gGod brings them out of Egypt

and is for them like hthe horns of the wild ox.

23 For there is no enchantment against Jacob,

no idivination against Israel;

now it shall be said of Jacob and Israel,

jWhat has God wrought!

24 Behold, a people! kAs a lioness it rises up

and as a lion it lifts itself;

lit does not lie down until it has devoured the prey

and drunk the blood of the slain.

 25And Balak said to Balaam, Do not curse them at all, and do not bless them at all. 26But Balaam answered Balak, Did I not tell you, mAll that the LORD says, that I must do? 27And Balak said to Balaam, nCome now, I will take you to another place. Perhaps it will please God that you may curse them for me from there. 28So Balak took Balaam to the top of oPeor, which overlooks pthe desert.[2] 29And Balaam said to Balak, qBuild for me here seven altars and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams. 30rAnd Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

Balaams Third Oracle

 NUMBERS 24 When Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he did not go, as at sother times, to look for omens, but set his face toward the wilderness. 2And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel tcamping tribe by tribe. And uthe Spirit of God came upon him, 3and he vtook up his discourse and said,

 The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,

the oracle of the man whose eye is opened,[1]

4 the oracle of him who hears the words of God,

who sees the vision of the Almighty,

wfalling down with his eyes uncovered:

5 How lovely are your tents, O Jacob,

your encampments, O Israel!

6 Like palm groves[2] that stretch afar,

like gardens beside a river,

xlike aloes ythat the LORD has planted,

like cedar trees beside the waters.

7 Water shall flow from his buckets,

and his seed shall be zin many waters;

his king shall be higher than aAgag,

and bhis kingdom shall be exalted.

8 God brings him out of Egypt

and is for him like the chorns of the wild ox;

he shall deat up the nations, his adversaries,

and shall ebreak their bones in pieces

and fpierce them through with his arrows.

9 He crouched, he lay down like a lion

and glike a lioness; who will rouse him up?

hBlessed are those who bless you,

and cursed are those who curse you.

 10And Balaks anger was kindled against Balaam, and he istruck his hands together. And Balak said to Balaam, jI called you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have blessed them these three times. 11Therefore now flee to your own place. I said, kI will certainly honor you, but the LORD has held you back from honor. 12And Balaam said to Balak, Did I not tell your messengers whom you sent to me, 13lIf Balak should give me his house full of silver and gold, I would not be able to go beyond the word of the LORD, to do either good or bad mof my own will. What the LORD speaks, that will I speak? 14And now, behold, I am going to my people. Come, nI will let you know what this people will do to your people oin the latter days.

Balaams Final Oracle

 15pAnd he took up his discourse and said,

 The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,

the oracle of the man whose eye is opened,

16 the oracle of him who hears the words of God,

and knows the knowledge of qthe Most High,

who sees the vision of the Almighty,

rfalling down with his eyes uncovered:

17 sI see him, but not now;

I behold him, but not near:

ta star shall come out of Jacob,

and ua scepter shall rise out of Israel;

it shall vcrush the forehead[3] of Moab

and break down all the sons of Sheth.

18 wEdom shall be dispossessed;

xSeir also, his enemies, shall be dispossessed.

Israel is doing valiantly.

19 And one from Jacob shall exercise dominion

and destroy the survivors of cities!

 20Then he looked on Amalek and ytook up his discourse and said,

 Amalek was the first among the nations,

zbut its end is utter destruction.

 21And he looked on the Kenite, and took up his discourse and said,

 Enduring is your dwelling place,

and your nest is set in the rock.

22 Nevertheless, Kain shall be burned

when Asshur takes you away captive.

 23And he took up his discourse and said,

 Alas, who shall live when God does this?

24 But ships shall come from aKittim

and shall afflict Asshur and bEber;

and he too cshall come to utter destruction.

 25Then Balaam rose and dwent back to his place. And Balak also went his way.

Baal Worship at Peor

 NUMBERS 25 While Israel lived in eShittim, fthe people began to whore with the daughters of Moab. 2gThese invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3So Israel yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. 4And the LORD said to Moses, hTake all the chiefs of the people and ihang[1] them in the sun before the LORD, jthat the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel. 5And Moses said to kthe judges of Israel, lEach of you kill those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.

 6And behold, one of the people of Israel came and brought a Midianite woman to his family, in the sight of Moses and in the sight of the whole congregation of the people of Israel, while they were mweeping in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 7nWhen Phinehas othe son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose and left the congregation and took a spear in his hand 8and went after the man of Israel into the chamber and pierced both of them, the man of Israel and the woman through her belly. Thus the plague on the people of Israel was stopped. 9Nevertheless, pthose who died by the plague were twenty-four thousand.

The Zeal of Phinehas

 10And the LORD said to Moses, 11Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath from the people of Israel, in that he qwas jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I did not consume the people of Israel in rmy jealousy. 12Therefore say, sBehold, I give to him my covenant of peace, 13and it shall be to him and to this descendants after him the covenant of ua perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the people of Israel.

 14The name of the slain man of Israel, who was killed with the Midianite woman, was Zimri the son of Salu, chief of a fathers house belonging to the Simeonites. 15And the name of the Midianite woman who was killed was Cozbi the daughter of vZur, who was the tribal head of a fathers house in Midian.

 16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17wHarass the Midianites and strike them down, 18for they have harassed you with their xwiles, with which they beguiled you in the matter of yPeor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of the chief of Midian, their sister, who was killed on the day of the plague on account of Peor.

Census of the New Generation

 NUMBERS 26 zAfter the plague, the LORD said to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, 2aTake a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, by their fathers houses, all in Israel who are able to go to war. 3And Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them bin the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 4Take a census of the people,[1] from twenty years old and upward, as the LORD ccommanded Moses. The people of Israel who came out of the land of Egypt were:

 5dReuben, the firstborn of Israel; the sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the clan of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the clan of the Palluites; 6of Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the clan of the Carmites. 7These are the clans of the Reubenites, and those listed were e43,730. 8And the sons of Pallu: Eliab. 9The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. These are the Dathan and Abiram, fchosen from the congregation, who contended against Moses and Aaron in the company of Korah, when they contended against the LORD 10and gthe earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that company died, when the fire devoured 250 men, and hthey became a warning. 11But ithe sons of Korah did not die.

 12The sons of jSimeon according to their clans: of Nemuel, the clan of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the clan of the Jaminites; of Jachin, the clan of the Jachinites; 13of Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites; of Shaul, the clan of the Shaulites. 14These are the clans of the Simeonites, k22,200.

 15The sons of lGad according to their clans: of Zephon, the clan of the Zephonites; of Haggi, the clan of the Haggites; of Shuni, the clan of the Shunites; 16of Ozni, the clan of the Oznites; of Eri, the clan of the Erites; 17of Arod, the clan of the Arodites; of Areli, the clan of the Arelites. 18These are the clans of the sons of Gad as they were listed, m40,500.

 19The sons of nJudah were Er and Onan; and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 20And the sons of Judah according to their clans were: of Shelah, the clan of the Shelanites; of Perez, the clan of the Perezites; of Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites. 21And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; of Hamul, the clan of the Hamulites. 22These are the clans of Judah as they were listed, o76,500.

 23The sons of pIssachar according to their clans: of Tola, the clan of the Tolaites; of Puvah, the clan of the Punites; 24of Jashub, the clan of the Jashubites; of Shimron, the clan of the Shimronites. 25These are the clans of Issachar as they were listed, q64,300.

 26The sons of rZebulun, according to their clans: of Sered, the clan of the Seredites; of Elon, the clan of the Elonites; of Jahleel, the clan of the Jahleelites. 27These are the clans of the Zebulunites as they were listed, s60,500.

 28The sons of tJoseph according to their clans: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29uThe sons of Manasseh: of vMachir, the clan of the Machirites; and Machir was the father of Gilead; wof Gilead, the clan of the Gileadites. 30These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer, the clan of the Iezerites; of Helek, the clan of the Helekites; 31and of Asriel, the clan of the Asrielites; and of Shechem, the clan of the Shechemites; 32and of Shemida, the clan of the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the clan of the Hepherites. 33Now xZelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters. And the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34These are the clans of Manasseh, and those listed were y52,700.

 35These are the sons of Ephraim according to their clans: of Shuthelah, the clan of the Shuthelahites; of Becher, the clan of the Becherites; of Tahan, the clan of the Tahanites. 36And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the clan of the Eranites. 37These are the clans of the sons of Ephraim as they were listed, z32,500. These are the sons of Joseph according to their clans.

 38The sons of aBenjamin according to their clans: of Bela, the clan of the Belaites; of Ashbel, the clan of the Ashbelites; of Ahiram, the clan of the Ahiramites; 39of Shephupham, the clan of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the clan of the Huphamites. 40And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the clan of the Ardites; of Naaman, the clan of the Naamites. 41These are the sons of Benjamin according to their clans, and those listed were b45,600.

 42These are the sons of cDan according to their clans: of Shuham, the clan of the Shuhamites. These are the clans of Dan according to their clans. 43All the clans of the Shuhamites, as they were listed, were d64,400.

 44The sons of eAsher according to their clans: of Imnah, the clan of the Imnites; of Ishvi, the clan of the Ishvites; of Beriah, the clan of the Beriites. 45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the clan of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the clan of the Malchielites. 46And the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah. 47These are the clans of the sons of Asher as they were listed, f53,400.

 48The sons of gNaphtali according to their clans: of Jahzeel, the clan of the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the clan of the Gunites; 49of Jezer, the clan of the Jezerites; of Shillem, the clan of the Shillemites. 50These are the clans of Naphtali according to their clans, and those listed were h45,400.

 51This was the list of the people of Israel, i601,730.

 52The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 53jAmong these the land shall be divided for inheritance according to the number of names. 54kTo a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance; every tribe shall be given its inheritance in proportion to its list. 55But the land shall be ldivided by lot. According to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit. 56Their inheritance shall be divided according to lot between the larger and the smaller.

 57mThis was the list of the Levites according to their clans: of Gershon, the clan of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the clan of the Kohathites; of Merari, the clan of the Merarites. 58These are the clans of Levi: the clan of the Libnites, the clan of the Hebronites, the clan of the Mahlites, the clan of the Mushites, the clan of the Korahites. And Kohath was the father of Amram. 59The name of Amrams wife was nJochebed the daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt. And she bore to Amram Aaron and Moses and Miriam their sister. 60oAnd to Aaron were born Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 61pBut Nadab and Abihu died when they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD. 62And those listed were q23,000, every male from a month old and upward. For rthey were not listed among the people of Israel, because sthere was no inheritance given to them among the people of Israel.

 63These were those listed by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who listed the people of Israel tin the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 64uBut among these there was not one of those listed by Moses and Aaron the priest, who had listed the people of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. 65For the LORD had said of them, vThey shall die in the wilderness. Not one of them was left, wexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

The Daughters of Zelophehad

 NUMBERS 27 Then drew near the daughters of xZelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the clans of Manasseh the son of Joseph. The names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2And they stood before Moses and before Eleazar the priest and before the chiefs and all the congregation, at the entrance of the tent of meeting, saying, 3Our father ydied in the wilderness. He was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together against the LORD zin the company of Korah, but adied for his own sin. And he had no sons. 4Why should the name of our father be taken away from his clan because he had no son? bGive to us a possession among our fathers brothers.

 5Moses cbrought their case before the LORD. 6And the LORD said to Moses, 7The daughters of Zelophehad dare right. eYou shall give them possession of an inheritance among their fathers brothers and transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8And you shall speak to the people of Israel, saying, If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his inheritance to his daughter. 9And if he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 10And if he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his fathers brothers. 11And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the nearest fkinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. And it shall be for the people of Israel ga statute and rule, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Joshua to Succeed Moses

 12The LORD said to Moses, Go up into hthis mountain of Abarim and see the land that I have given to the people of Israel. 13When you have seen it, you also ishall be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, 14jbecause you rebelled against my word in the wilderness of Zin when the congregation quarreled, failing kto uphold me as holy at the waters before their eyes. (These are lthe waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15Moses spoke to the LORD, saying, 16Let the LORD, mthe God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation 17who nshall go out before them and come in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may not be oas sheep that have no shepherd. 18So the LORD said to Moses, Take pJoshua the son of Nun, a man qin whom is the Spirit, and rlay your hand on him. 19Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and you shall scommission him in their sight. 20You shall invest him with some of your authority, tthat all the congregation of the people of Israel may obey. 21And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him uby the judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the people of Israel with him, the whole congregation. 22And Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation, 23and he laid his hands on him and scommissioned him as the LORD directed through Moses.

Daily Offerings

 NUMBERS 28 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Command the people of Israel and say to them, My offering, vmy food for my food offerings, my wpleasing aroma, you shall be careful to offer to me at its appointed time. 3xAnd you shall say to them, This is the food offering that you shall offer to the LORD: two male lambs a year old without blemish, day by day, as a regular offering. 4The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; 5also ya tenth of an ephah[1] of fine flour for za grain offering, mixed awith a quarter of a hin[2] of beaten oil. 6It is a bregular burnt offering, which was ordained at Mount Sinai for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 7Its drink offering shall be a quarter of a hin for each lamb. In the Holy Place you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to the LORD. 8The other lamb you shall offer at twilight. Like the grain offering of the morning, and like its drink offering, you shall offer it as a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

Sabbath Offerings

 9On the Sabbath day, two male lambs a year old without blemish, and two tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, and its drink offering: 10this is cthe burnt offering of every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

Monthly Offerings

 11dAt the beginnings of your months, you shall offer a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without blemish; 12also ethree tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, for each bull, and two tenths of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, for the one ram; 13and a tenth of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering for every lamb; for a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 14Their drink offerings shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, a third of a hin for a ram, and a quarter of a hin for a lamb. This is the burnt offering of each month throughout the months of the year. 15Also fone male goat for a sin offering to the LORD; it shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

Passover Offerings

 16gOn the fourteenth day of the first month is the LORDs Passover, 17hand on the fifteenth day of this month is a feast. Seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. 18iOn the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, 19but offer a food offering, a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls from the herd, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old; jsee that they are without blemish; 20also their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil; three tenths of an ephah shall you offer for a bull, and two tenths for a ram; 21a tenth shall you offer for each of the seven lambs; 22also kone male goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you. 23You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning, which is for a regular burnt offering. 24In the same way you shall offer daily, for seven days, the food of a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. It shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering. 25And lon the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work.

Offerings for the Feast of Weeks

 26On mthe day of the firstfruits, when you offer a grain offering of new grain to the LORD at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, 27but offer a burnt offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD: ntwo bulls from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old; 28also their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah for each bull, two tenths for one ram, 29a tenth for each of the seven lambs; 30with oone male goat, to make atonement for you. 31Besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, you shall offer them and their drink offering. pSee that they are without blemish.

Offerings for the Feast of Trumpets

 NUMBERS 29 On the first day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work. qIt is a day for you to blow the trumpets, 2and you shall offer a burnt offering, for a pleasing aroma to the LORD: one bull from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without blemish; 3also their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah[1] for the bull, two tenths for the ram, 4and one tenth for each of the seven lambs; 5with oone male goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you; 6besides rthe burnt offering of the new moon, and its grain offering, and sthe regular burnt offering and its grain offering, and their drink offering, according to the rule for them, for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD.

Offerings for the Day of Atonement

 7tOn the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation and uafflict yourselves.[2] You shall do no work, 8but you shall offer a burnt offering to the LORD, a pleasing aroma: one bull from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old: vsee that they are without blemish. 9And their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah for the bull, two tenths for the one ram, 10a tenth for each of the seven lambs: 11also wone male goat for a sin offering, besides xthe sin offering of atonement, and the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

Offerings for the Feast of Booths

 12yOn the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall keep a feast to the LORD seven days. 13And zyou shall offer a burnt offering, a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD, thirteen bulls from the herd, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old; they shall be without blemish; 14and their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, two tenths for each of the two rams, 15and a tenth for each of the fourteen lambs; 16also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering and its drink offering.

 17On the second day twelve bulls from the herd, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 18with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, ain the prescribed quantities; 19also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

 20On the third day eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 21with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 22also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.

 23On the fourth day ten bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 24with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 25also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering and its drink offering.

 26On the fifth day nine bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 27with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 28also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.

 29On the sixth day eight bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 30with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 31also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offerings.

 32On the seventh day seven bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 33with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 34also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

 35bOn the eighth day you shall have a csolemn assembly. You shall not do any ordinary work, 36but you shall offer a burnt offering, a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD: one bull, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without blemish, 37and the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 38also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.

 39These you shall offer to the LORD at your dappointed feasts, in addition to your evow offerings and your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your grain offerings, and for your drink offerings, and for your peace offerings.

 40[3] So Moses told the people of Israel everything just as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Men and Vows

 NUMBERS 30 Moses spoke to fthe heads of the tribes of the people of Israel, saying, This is what the LORD has commanded. 2gIf a man vows a vow to the LORD, or hswears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. iHe shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

Women and Vows

 3If a woman vows a vow to the LORD and binds herself by a pledge, while within her fathers house in her youth, 4and her father hears of her vow and of her pledge by which she has bound herself and says nothing to her, then all her vows shall stand, and every pledge by which she has bound herself shall stand. 5But if her father opposes her on the day that he hears of it, no vow of hers, no pledge by which she has bound herself shall stand. And the LORD will forgive her, because her father opposed her.

 6If she marries a husband, while under her jvows or any thoughtless utterance of her lips by which she has bound herself, 7and her husband hears of it and says nothing to her on the day that he hears, then her vows shall stand, and her pledges by which she has bound herself shall stand. 8But if, on the day that her husband comes to hear of it, he opposes her, then he makes void her jvow that was on her, and the thoughtless utterance of her lips by which she bound herself. kAnd the LORD will forgive her. 9(But any vow of a widow or of a divorced woman, anything by which she has bound herself, shall stand against her.) 10And if she vowed in her husbands house or bound herself by a pledge with an oath, 11and her husband heard of it and said nothing to her and did not oppose her, then all her vows shall stand, and every pledge by which she bound herself shall stand. 12But if her husband makes them null and void on the day that he hears them, then whatever proceeds out of her lips concerning her vows or concerning her pledge of herself shall not stand. Her husband has made them void, and lthe LORD will forgive her. 13Any vow and any binding oath to afflict herself,[1] her husband may establish,[2] or her husband may make void. 14But if her husband says nothing to her from day to day, then he establishes all her vows or all her pledges that are upon her. He has established them, because he said nothing to her on the day that he heard of them. 15But if he makes them null and void after he has heard of them, then mhe shall bear her iniquity.

 16These are the statutes that the LORD commanded Moses about a man and his wife and about a father and his daughter while she is in her youth within her fathers house.

Vengeance on Midian

 NUMBERS 31 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2nAvenge the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall obe gathered to your people. 3So Moses spoke to the people, saying, Arm men from among you for the war, that they may go against Midian to execute the LORDs vengeance on Midian. 4You shall send a thousand from each of the tribes of Israel to the war. 5So there were provided, out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand parmed for war. 6And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, together with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the vessels of the sanctuary and qthe trumpets for the alarm in his hand. 7They warred against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and rkilled every male. 8They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain, sEvi, Rekem, tZur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. And they also killed uBalaam the son of Beor with the sword. 9And the people of Israel took captive the women of Midian and their little ones, and they took as plunder all their cattle, their flocks, and all their goods. 10All their cities in the places where they lived, and all their vencampments, they burned with fire, 11wand took all the spoil and all the plunder, both of man and of beast. 12Then they brought the captives and the plunder and the spoil to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the people of Israel, at the camp on xthe plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

 13Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the chiefs of the congregation went to meet them outside the camp. 14And Moses was angry with ythe officers of the army, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, who had come from service in the war. 15Moses said to them, Have you zlet all the women live? 16Behold, athese, bon Balaams advice, caused the people of Israel to act treacherously against the LORD in the incident of cPeor, and so dthe plague came among the congregation of the LORD. 17Now therefore, ekill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has known man by lying with him. 18But all the young girls who have not known man by lying with him fkeep alive for yourselves. 19gEncamp outside the camp seven days. Whoever of you has killed any person and hwhoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your captives on the third day and on the seventh day. 20You shall purify every garment, every article of skin, all work of goats hair, and every article of wood.

 21Then Eleazar the priest said to the men in the army who had gone to battle: This is the statute of the law that the LORD has commanded Moses: 22only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 23everything that can stand the fire, you shall pass through the fire, and it shall be clean. Nevertheless, it shall also be purified iwith the water for impurity. And whatever cannot stand the fire, you shall pass through the water. 24You must jwash your clothes on the seventh day, and you shall be clean. And afterward you may come into the camp.

 25The LORD said to Moses, 26Take the count of the plunder that was taken, both of man and of beast, you and Eleazar the priest and the heads of the fathers houses of the congregation, 27and kdivide the plunder into two parts between the warriors who went out to battle and all the congregation. 28And levy for the LORD a tribute from the men of war who went out to battle, lone out of five hundred, of the people and of the oxen and of the donkeys and of the flocks. 29Take it from their half and give it to Eleazar the priest as a contribution to the LORD. 30And from the people of Israels half you shall take mone drawn out of every fifty, of the people, of the oxen, of the donkeys, and of the flocks, of all the cattle, and give them to the Levites nwho keep guard over the tabernacle of the LORD. 31And Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses.

 32Now the plunder remaining of the spoil that the army took was 675,000 sheep, 3372,000 cattle, 3461,000 donkeys, 35and 32,000 persons in all, women who had not known man by lying with him. 36And the half, the portion of those who had gone out in the army, numbered 337,500 sheep, 37and othe LORDs tribute of sheep was 675. 38The cattle were 36,000, of which the LORDs tribute was 72. 39The donkeys were 30,500, of which the LORDs tribute was 61. 40The persons were 16,000, of which the LORDs tribute was 32 persons. 41And Moses gave the tribute, which was the contribution for the LORD, to Eleazar the priest, pas the LORD commanded Moses.

 42From the people of Israels half, which Moses separated from that of the men who had served in the army 43now the congregations half was 337,500 sheep, 4436,000 cattle, 45and 30,500 donkeys, 46and 16,000 persons 47qfrom the people of Israels half Moses took one of every 50, both of persons and of beasts, and gave them to the Levites who kept guard over the tabernacle of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

 48Then rthe officers who were over the thousands of the army, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, came near to Moses 49and said to Moses, Your servants have counted the men of war who are under our command, and there is not a man missing from us. 50And we have brought the LORDs offering, what each man found, articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, signet rings, earrings, and beads, sto make atonement for ourselves before the LORD. 51And Moses and Eleazar the priest received from them the gold, all crafted articles. 52And all the gold of the contribution that they presented to the LORD, from the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, was 16,750 shekels.[1] 53t(The men in the army had each taken plunder for himself.) 54And Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the tent of meeting, uas a memorial for the people of Israel before the LORD.

Reuben and Gad Settle in Gilead

 NUMBERS 32 Now the people of Reuben and the people of Gad had a very great number of livestock. And they saw the land of vJazer and the land of Gilead, and behold, the place was a place for livestock. 2So the people of Gad and the people of Reuben came and said to Moses and to Eleazar the priest and to the chiefs of the congregation, 3wAtaroth, xDibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, yNebo, and Beon, 4the land zthat the LORD struck down before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your servants have livestock. 5And they said, If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants for a possession. Do not take us across the Jordan.

 6But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben, Shall your brothers go to the war while you sit here? 7Why will you discourage the heart of the people of Israel from going over into the land that the LORD has given them? 8Your fathers did this, awhen I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 9For when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the people of Israel from going into the land that the LORD had given them. 10bAnd the LORDs anger was kindled on that day, and he swore, saying, 11Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt, cfrom twenty years old and upward, shall see the land that I swore to give dto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, because they have not wholly followed me, 12none except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the eKenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun, for fthey have wholly followed the LORD. 13And the LORDs anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them gwander in the wilderness forty years, until hall the generation that had done evil in the sight of the LORD was gone. 14And behold, you have risen in your fathers place, a brood of sinful men, to increase still more the fierce anger of the LORD against Israel! 15For if you iturn away from following him, he will again abandon them in the wilderness, and you will destroy all this people.

 16Then they came near to him and said, jWe will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and cities for our little ones, 17but kwe will take up arms, ready to go before the people of Israel, until we have brought them to their place. And our little ones shall live in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 18lWe will not return to our homes until each of the people of Israel has gained his inheritance. 19For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, mbecause our inheritance has come to us on this side of the Jordan to the east. 20So nMoses said to them, If you will do this, if you will take up arms to go before the LORD for the war, 21and every armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before the LORD, until he has odriven out his enemies from before him 22and the land is subdued before the LORD; then after that you shall return and be free of obligation to the LORD and to Israel, and pthis land shall be your possession before the LORD. 23But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and qbe sure your sin will find you out. 24rBuild cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what you have promised. 25And the people of Gad and the people of Reuben said to Moses, Your servants will do as my lord commands. 26sOur little ones, our wives, our livestock, and all our cattle shall remain there in the cities of Gilead, 27tbut your servants will pass over, every man who is uarmed for war, before the LORD to battle, as my lord orders.

 28So vMoses gave command concerning them to Eleazar the priest and to wJoshua the son of Nun and to the heads of the fathers houses of the tribes of the people of Israel. 29And Moses said to them, If the people of Gad and the people of Reuben, every man who is armed to battle before the LORD, will pass with you over the Jordan and the land shall be subdued before you, then you shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession. 30However, if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan. 31And the people of Gad and the people of Reuben answered, What the LORD has said to your servants, we will do. 32We will pass over armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, and the possession of our inheritance shall remain with us beyond the Jordan.

 33And xMoses gave to them, to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land and its cities with their territories, the cities of the land throughout the country. 34And the people of Gad built yDibon, zAtaroth, aAroer, 35Atroth-shophan, bJazer, Jogbehah, 36cBeth-nimrah and Beth-haran, dfortified cities, and folds for sheep. 37And the people of Reuben built eHeshbon, yElealeh, Kiriathaim, 38fNebo, and gBaal-meon (htheir names were changed), and cSibmah. And they gave other names to the cities that they built. 39And the sons of iMachir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead and captured it, and dispossessed the Amorites who were in it. 40And Moses jgave Gilead to Machir the son of Manasseh, and he settled in it. 41And kJair the son of Manasseh went and captured their villages, and called them Havvoth-jair.[1] 42And Nobah went and captured Kenath and its villages, and called it Nobah, after his own name.

Recounting Israels Journey

 NUMBERS 33 These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2Moses wrote down their starting places, lstage by stage, by command of the LORD, and these are their stages according to their starting places. 3They mset out from Rameses in nthe first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went out otriumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 4while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, pwhom the LORD had struck down among them. qOn their gods also the LORD executed judgments.

 5So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at rSuccoth. 6And they set out from Succoth and camped at sEtham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. 7And they set out from Etham and turned back to tPi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 8And they set out from before Hahiroth[1] and upassed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they vwent a three days journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. 9And they set out from Marah and came to wElim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. 10And they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 11And they set out from the Red Sea and camped in xthe wilderness of Sin. 12And they set out from the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 13And they set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. 14And they set out from Alush and camped at yRephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 15And they set out from Rephidim and camped in the zwilderness of Sinai. 16And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai and camped at aKibroth-hattaavah. 17And they set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at bHazeroth. 18And they cset out from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 19And they set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez. 20And they set out from Rimmon-perez and camped at Libnah. 21And they set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. 22And they set out from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 23And they set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 24And they set out from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 25And they set out from Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 26And they set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 27And they set out from Tahath and camped at Terah. 28And they set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. 29And they set out from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 30And they set out from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 31And they set out from Moseroth and camped at dBene-jaakan. 32And they set out from Bene-jaakan and camped at eHor-haggidgad. 33And they set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at eJotbathah. 34And they set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 35And they set out from Abronah and camped at fEzion-geber. 36And they set out from Ezion-geber and camped in the gwilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh). 37And they set out from hKadesh and camped at iMount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom.

 38And Aaron the priest went up jMount Hor at the command of the LORD and died there, in the fortieth year after the people of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month. 39And Aaron was k123 years old when he died on Mount Hor.

 40And lthe Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the people of Israel.

 41And they set out from Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 42And they set out from Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 43And they set out from Punon and camped at mOboth. 44And they set out from Oboth and camped at nIye-abarim, in the territory of Moab. 45And they set out from Iyim and camped at oDibon-gad. 46And they set out from Dibon-gad and camped at Almon-diblathaim. 47And they set out from Almon-diblathaim pand camped in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48And they set out from the mountains of Abarim and camped in qthe plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho; 49they camped by the Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as rAbel-shittim in the plains of Moab.

Drive Out the Inhabitants

 50And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, sWhen you pass over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52then tyou shall drive out uall the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their vfigured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high places. 53And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 54wYou shall inherit the land by lot according to your clans. xTo a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be his. According to the tribes of your fathers you shall inherit. 55But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then those of them whom you let remain shall be as ybarbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. 56And I will do to you zas I thought to do to them.

Boundaries of the Land

 NUMBERS 34 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2Command the people of Israel, and say to them, When you enter athe land of Canaan b(this is the land that shall fall to you for an inheritance, the land of Canaan as defined by its borders), 3cyour south side shall be from the wilderness of Zin alongside Edom, and your southern border shall run from the end of dthe Salt Sea on the east. 4And your border shall turn south of ethe ascent of Akrabbim, and cross to Zin, and its limit shall be south of Kadesh-barnea. Then it shall go on to eHazar-addar, and pass along to Azmon. 5And the border shall turn ffrom Azmon to gthe Brook of Egypt, and its limit shall be at the sea.

 6For the western border, you shall have the Great Sea and its[1] coast. This shall be your western border.

 7This shall be your northern border: from the Great Sea you shall draw a line to hMount Hor. 8From Mount Hor you shall draw a line ito Lebo-hamath, and the limit of the border shall be at jZedad. 9Then the border shall extend to Ziphron, and its limit shall be at kHazar-enan. This shall be your northern border.

 10You shall draw a line for your eastern border from Hazar-enan to Shepham. 11And the border shall go down from Shepham to lRiblah on the east side of Ain. And the border shall go down and reach to the shoulder of mthe Sea of Chinnereth on the east. 12And the border shall go down to the Jordan, and its limit shall be at nthe Salt Sea. This shall be your land as defined by its borders all around.

 13Moses commanded the people of Israel, saying, oThis is the land that you shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has commanded to give to the nine tribes and to the half-tribe. 14pFor the tribe of the people of Reuben by fathers houses and the tribe of the people of Gad by their fathers houses have received their inheritance, and also the half-tribe of Manasseh. 15The two tribes and the half-tribe have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, toward the sunrise.

List of Tribal Chiefs

 16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17These are the names of the men who shall divide the land to you for inheritance: qEleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun. 18You shall take one rchief from every tribe to divide the land for inheritance. 19These are the names of the men: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 20Of the tribe of the people of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud. 21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon. 22Of the tribe of the people of Dan a chief, Bukki the son of Jogli. 23Of the people of Joseph: of the tribe of the people of Manasseh a chief, Hanniel the son of Ephod. 24And of the tribe of the people of Ephraim a chief, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan. 25Of the tribe of the people of Zebulun a chief, Elizaphan the son of Parnach. 26Of the tribe of the people of Issachar a chief, Paltiel the son of Azzan. 27And of the tribe of the people of Asher a chief, Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 28Of the tribe of the people of Naphtali a chief, Pedahel the son of Ammihud. 29These are the men whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance for the people of Israel in the land of Canaan.

Cities for the Levites

 NUMBERS 35 The LORD spoke to Moses in sthe plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 2tCommand the people of Israel to give to the Levites some of the inheritance of their possession as cities for them to dwell in. And you shall give to the Levites pasturelands around the cities. 3The cities shall be theirs to dwell in, and their pasturelands shall be for their cattle and for their livestock and for all their beasts. 4The pasturelands of the cities, which you shall give to the Levites, shall reach from the wall of the city outward a thousand cubits[1] all around. 5And you shall measure, outside the city, on the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits, the city being in the middle. This shall belong to them as pastureland for their cities.

 6The cities that you give to the Levites shall be uthe six cities of refuge, where you shall permit the manslayer to flee, and in addition to them you shall give forty-two cities. 7All the cities that you give to the Levites shall be vforty-eight, with their pasturelands. 8And as for the cities that you shall give wfrom the possession of the people of Israel, xfrom the larger tribes you shall take many, and from the smaller tribes you shall take few; each, in proportion to the inheritance that it inherits, shall give of its cities to the Levites.

Cities of Refuge

 9And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, yWhen you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11zthen you shall select cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person without intent may flee there. 12The cities shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation for judgment. 13And the cities that you give shall be your asix cities of refuge. 14bYou shall give three cities beyond the Jordan, and three cities in the land of Canaan, to be cities of refuge. 15These six cities shall be for refuge for the people of Israel, and cfor the stranger and for the sojourner among them, that anyone who kills any person without intent may flee there.

 16dBut if he struck him down with an iron object, so that he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. 17And if he struck him down with a stone tool that could cause death, and he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. 18Or if he struck him down with a wooden tool that could cause death, and he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. 19eThe avenger of blood shall himself put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death. 20And if he pushed him out of hatred or hurled something at him, flying in wait, so that he died, 21or in enmity struck him down with his hand, so that he died, then he who struck the blow shall be put to death. He is a murderer. eThe avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him.

 22But if he pushed him suddenly without enmity, or hurled anything on him gwithout lying in wait 23or used a stone that could cause death, and without seeing him dropped it on him, so that he died, though he was not his enemy and did not seek his harm, 24then hthe congregation shall judge between the manslayer and ethe avenger of blood, in accordance with these rules. 25And the congregation shall rescue the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to his city of refuge to which he had fled, and he shall live in it iuntil the death of the high priest jwho was anointed with the holy oil. 26But if the manslayer shall at any time go beyond the boundaries of his city of refuge to which he fled, 27and ethe avenger of blood finds him outside the boundaries of his city of refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the manslayer, he shall not be guilty of blood. 28For he must remain in his city of refuge iuntil the death of the high priest, but after the death of the high priest the manslayer may return to the land of his possession. 29And these things shall be for ka statute and rule for you throughout your generations in all your dwelling places.

 30If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the levidence of witnesses. But no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 31Moreover, you shall accept no ransom for the life of a murderer, who is guilty of death, but he shall be put to death. 32And you shall accept no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the high priest. 33You shall not mpollute the land in which you live, for blood mpollutes the land, and no atonement can be made for the land for the blood that is shed in it, except nby the blood of the one who shed it. 34oYou shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell, pfor I the LORD dwell in the midst of the people of Israel.

Marriage of Female Heirs

 NUMBERS 36 The heads of the fathers houses of the clan of the qpeople of Gilead the son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the clans of the people of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses and before the chiefs, the heads of the fathers houses of the people of Israel. 2They said, rThe LORD commanded my lord to give the land for inheritance by lot to the people of Israel, and smy lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. 3But if they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the people of Israel, then their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of our fathers and added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry. So it will be taken away from the lot of our inheritance. 4And when tthe jubilee of the people of Israel comes, then their inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry, and their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.

 5And Moses commanded the people of Israel according to the word of the LORD, saying, The tribe of the people of Joseph uis right. 6This is what the LORD commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad: Let them marry whom they think best, vonly they shall marry within the clan of the tribe of their father. 7The inheritance of the people of Israel shall not be transferred from one tribe to another, for every one of the people of Israel wshall hold on to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8And xevery daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the people of Israel shall be wife to one of the clan of the tribe of her father, so that every one of the people of Israel may possess the inheritance of his fathers. 9So no inheritance shall be transferred from one tribe to another, for each of the tribes of the people of Israel shall hold on to its own inheritance.

 10The daughters of Zelophehad did as the LORD commanded Moses, 11yfor Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to sons of their fathers brothers. 12They were married into the clans of the people of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of their fathers clan.

 13These are the commandments and the rules that the LORD commanded through Moses to the people of Israel zin the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 3

[1] 3:22 Hebrew their listing was

[2] 3:38 Hebrew guard

[3] 3:47 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[4] 3:47 A gerah was about 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain; compare Exodus 25:5


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 5:7 Hebrew they shall confess their sin that they have committed

[3] 5:15 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 6

[1] 6:2 Nazirite means one separated, or one consecrated

[2] 6:4 Or Naziriteship

[3] 6:26 Or face


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 7

[1] 7:13 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 8

[1] 8:24 Hebrew he; also verses 25, 26

[2] 8:26 Hebrew He ministers


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 9

[1] 9:16 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew lacks by day


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 11

[1] 11:3 Taberah means burning

[2] 11:31 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[3] 11:32 A homer was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[4] 11:34 Kibroth-hattaavah means graves of craving


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 12

[1] 12:10 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 12:11 Hebrew do not lay sin upon us


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 13

[1] 13:24 Eshcol means cluster


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 15

[1] 15:3 Or an offering by fire; so throughout Numbers

[2] 15:4 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[3] 15:4 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters

[4] 15:22 Or by mistake; also verses 24, 27, 28, 29

[5] 15:39 Hebrew to spy out


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 16

[1] 16:5 Septuagint The LORD knows those who are his

[2] 16:36 Ch 17:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 17

[1] 17:1 Ch 17:16 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 18

[1] 18:7 Hebrew service of gift

[2] 18:16 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 19

[1] 19:17 Hebrew living


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 20

[1] 20:13 Meribah means quarreling


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 21

[1] 21:2 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verse 3

[2] 21:3 Hormah means destruction

[3] 21:9 Or copper

[4] 21:16 Beer means well

[5] 21:20 Or Jeshimon

[6] 21:28 Septuagint; Hebrew the lords of

[7] 21:30 Compare Samaritan and Septuagint; Hebrew and we laid waste as far as Nophah, which is as far as Medeba


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 22

[1] 22:5 Or the people of his kindred

[2] 22:32 Or reckless


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 23

[1] 23:10 Or dust clouds

[2] 23:28 Or Jeshimon


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 24

[1] 24:3 Or closed, or perfect; also verse 15

[2] 24:6 Or valleys

[3] 24:17 Hebrew corners [of the head]


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 25

[1] 25:4 Or impale


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 26

[1] 26:4 Take a census of the people is implied (compare verse 2)


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 28

[1] 28:5 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[2] 28:5 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 29

[1] 29:3 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[2] 29:7 Or and fast

[3] 29:40 Ch 30:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 30

[1] 30:13 Or to fast

[2] 30:13 Or may allow to stand


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 31

[1] 31:52 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 32

[1] 32:41 Havvoth-jair means the villages of Jair


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 33

[1] 33:8 Some manuscripts and versions Pi-hahiroth


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 34

[1] 34:6 Syriac; Hebrew lacks its


Footnotes for Numbers, Chapter 35

[1] 35:4 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters
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Deuteronomy

The Command to Leave Horeb

 DEUTERONOMY 1 These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the wilderness, in athe Arabah opposite bSuph, between cParan and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2It is eleven days journey from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to dKadesh-barnea. 3eIn the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the people of Israel according to all that the LORD had given him in commandment to them, 4after fhe had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and gOg the king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth and in hEdrei. 5Beyond the Jordan, iin the land of Moab, Moses undertook to explain this law, saying, 6The LORD our God said to us in Horeb, jYou have stayed long enough at this mountain. 7Turn and take your journey, and go to kthe hill country of the Amorites and to all their neighbors in athe Arabah, lin the hill country and in the lowland and in the Negeb and lby the seacoast, the land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. 8See, I have set the land before you. Go in and take possession of the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, mto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and to their offspring after them.

Leaders Appointed

 9At that time nI said to you, I am not able to bear you by myself. 10The LORD your God has multiplied you, and behold, oyou are today as numerous as the stars of heaven. 11pMay the LORD, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand times as many as you are and bless you, qas he has promised you! 12rHow can I bear by myself the weight and burden of you and your strife? 13sChoose for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men, and I will appoint them as your heads. 14And you answered me, The thing that you have spoken is good for us to do. 15So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men, tand set them as heads over you, commanders of thousands, commanders of hundreds, commanders of fifties, commanders of tens, and officers, throughout your tribes. 16And I charged your judges at that time, Hear the cases between your brothers, and ujudge righteously between a man and his brother or the alien who is with him. 17vYou shall not be partial in judgment. You shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not be intimidated by anyone, for wthe judgment is Gods. And the case that is too hard for you, you shall xbring to me, and I will hear it. 18And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.

Israels Refusal to Enter the Land

 19Then we set out from Horeb and ywent through all that great and terrifying wilderness that you saw, on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us. And zwe came to Kadesh-barnea. 20And I said to you, You have come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving us. 21See, the LORD your God has set the land before you. Go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has told you. aDo not fear or be dismayed. 22Then all of you came near me and said, Let us send men before us, that they may explore the land for us and bring us word again of the way by which we must go up and the cities into which we shall come. 23The thing seemed good to me, and bI took twelve men from you, one man from each tribe. 24And cthey turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol and spied it out. 25And they took in their hands some of the fruit of the land and brought it down to us, and brought us word again and said, It is a good land that the LORD our God is giving us.

 26Yet you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. 27And dyou murmured in your tents and said, Because the LORD ehated us he has brought us out of the land of Egypt, fto give us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28Where are we going up? gOur brothers have made our hearts melt, saying, hThe people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and fortified up to heaven. And besides, we have seen ithe sons of the Anakim there. 29Then I said to you, Do not be in dread or afraid of them. 30The LORD your God who goes before you jwill himself fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 31and in the wilderness, where you have seen how the LORD your God kcarried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to this place. 32Yet in spite of this word lyou did not believe the LORD your God, 33mwho went before you in the way nto seek you out a place to pitch your tents, in fire by night and in the cloud by day, to show you by what way you should go.

The Penalty for Israels Rebellion

 34And the LORD heard your words and was angered, and he swore, 35oNot one of these men of this evil generation shall see the good land that I swore to give to your fathers, 36pexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him and to his children I will give the land on which he has trodden, because he has wholly followed the LORD! 37Even with me qthe LORD was angry on your account and said, You also shall not go in there. 38rJoshua the son of Nun, rwho stands before you, he shall enter. sEncourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. 39And as for tyour little ones, who you said would become a prey, and your children, who today uhave no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in there. And to them I will give it, and they shall possess it. 40But as for you, vturn, and journey into the wilderness in the direction of the Red Sea.

 41Then you answered me, wWe have sinned against the LORD. We ourselves will go up and fight, just as the LORD our God commanded us. And every one of you fastened on his weapons of war and thought it easy to go up into the hill country. 42And the LORD said to me, xSay to them, Do not go up or fight, yfor I am not in your midst, lest you be defeated before your enemies. 43So I spoke to you, and you would not listen; but you rebelled against the command of the LORD and zpresumptuously went up into the hill country. 44aThen the Amorites who lived in that hill country came out against you and chased you bas bees do and beat you down in Seir as far as cHormah. 45And you returned and wept before the LORD, but the LORD did not listen to your voice or give ear to you. 46So dyou remained at Kadesh many days, the days that you remained there.

The Wilderness Years

 DEUTERONOMY 2 Then we turned and journeyed into the wilderness in the direction of the Red Sea, eas the LORD told me. And for many days we traveled around Mount Seir. 2Then the LORD said to me, 3You have been traveling around this mountain country flong enough. Turn northward 4and command the people, You are about to pass through the territory of gyour brothers, the people of Esau, hwho live in Seir; and ithey will be afraid of you. So be very careful. 5Do not contend with them, for I will not give you any of their land, no, not so much as for the sole of the foot to tread on, because hI have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession. 6jYou shall purchase food from them with money, that you may eat, and you shall also buy water from them with money, that you may drink. 7For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. kHe knows your going through this great wilderness. lThese forty years the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing. 8So mwe went on, away from our brothers, the people of Esau, who live in Seir, away from nthe Arabah road from oElath and pEzion-geber.

And we turned and went in the direction of the wilderness of Moab. 9And the LORD said to me, qDo not harass Moab or contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for a possession, because I have given rAr to sthe people of Lot for a possession. 10(tThe Emim formerly lived there, ua people great and many, and tall vas the Anakim. 11Like the Anakim they are also counted as wRephaim, but the Moabites call them Emim. 12xThe Horites also lived in Seir formerly, but the people of Esau dispossessed them and destroyed them from before them and settled in their place, yas Israel did to the land of their possession, which the LORD gave to them.) 13Now rise up and go over zthe brook Zered. So we went over zthe brook Zered. 14And the time from our leaving aKadesh-barnea until we crossed bthe brook Zered was thirty-eight years, cuntil the entire generation, that is, the men of war, had perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them. 15For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from the camp, until they had perished.

 16So as soon as all the men of war had perished and were dead from among the people, 17the LORD said to me, 18Today you are to cross the border of Moab at Ar. 19And when you approach the territory of the people of Ammon, ddo not harass them or contend with them, for I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to ethe sons of Lot for a possession. 20(It is also counted as a land of fRephaim. Rephaim formerly lived therebut the Ammonites call them Zamzummim 21ga people great and many, and tall as the Anakim; but the LORD destroyed them before the Ammonites,[1] and they dispossessed them and settled in their place, 22as he did for the people of Esau, who live in Seir, when he destroyed hthe Horites before them and they dispossessed them and settled in their place even to this day. 23As for ithe Avvim, who lived in villages as far as jGaza, kthe Caphtorim, who came from Caphtor, destroyed them and settled in their place.) 24Rise up, set out on your journey and lgo over the Valley of the Arnon. Behold, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of mHeshbon, and his land. Begin to take possession, and ncontend with him in battle. 25This day I will begin to put othe dread and fear of you on the peoples who are under the whole heaven, who shall hear the report of you and shall tremble and be in anguish because of you.

The Defeat of King Sihon

 26So I sent messengers from the wilderness of pKedemoth to Sihon the king of mHeshbon, qwith words of peace, saying, 27rLet me pass through your land. I will go only by the road; I will turn aside neither to the right nor to the left. 28sYou shall sell me food for money, that I may eat, and give me water for money, that I may drink. Only let me pass through on foot, 29tas the sons of Esau who live in Seir and the Moabites who live in Ar did for me, until I go over the Jordan into the land that the LORD our God is giving to us. 30But uSihon the king of mHeshbon would not let us pass by him, for the LORD your God vhardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might give him into your hand, as he is this day. 31And the LORD said to me, Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land over to you. Begin to take possession, that you may occupy his land. 32Then wSihon came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Jahaz. 33And xthe LORD our God gave him over to us, and ywe defeated him and his sons and all his people. 34And we captured all his cities at that time and devoted to destruction[2] every zcity, men, women, and children. We left no survivors. 35Only the livestock we took as spoil for ourselves, with the plunder of the cities that we captured. 36aFrom Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and from bthe city that is in the valley, as far as Gilead, there was not a city too high for us. cThe LORD our God gave all into our hands. 37Only to the land of the sons of Ammon you did not draw near, that is, to all the banks of the river dJabbok and the cities of the hill country, whatever the LORD our God had forbidden us.

The Defeat of King Og

 DEUTERONOMY 3 Then we turned and went up the way to Bashan. And eOg the king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at fEdrei. 2But the LORD said to me, Do not fear him, for I have given him and all his people and his land into your hand. And you shall do to him as you did to gSihon the king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon. 3So the LORD our God gave into our hand Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his people, hand we struck him down until he had no survivor left. 4And we took all his cities at that timethere was not a city that we did not take from themsixty cities, ithe whole region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 5All these were cities fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides very many unwalled villages. 6And jwe devoted them to destruction,[1] as we did to Sihon the king of Heshbon, devoting to destruction every kcity, men, women, and children. 7But all the livestock and the spoil of the cities we took as our plunder. 8So we took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, from the Valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon 9(the Sidonians call lHermon mSirion, while the Amorites call it nSenir), 10all the cities of the otableland and all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as pSalecah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11(For qonly Og the king of Bashan was left of the remnant of rthe Rephaim. Behold, his bed was a bed of iron. Is it not in sRabbah of the Ammonites? Nine cubits[2] was its length, and four cubits its breadth, according to the tcommon cubit.[3])

 12When we took possession of this land at that time, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites the territory beginning uat Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and half the hill country of Gilead with vits cities. 13wThe rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, that is, xall the region of Argob, I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (All that portion of Bashan is called the land of rRephaim. 14yJair the Manassite took all the region of Argob, that is, Bashan, as far as the border of zthe Geshurites and the Maacathites, and called the villages aafter his own name, Havvoth-jair, as it is to this day.) 15To Machir bI gave Gilead, 16and to the Reubenites cand the Gadites I gave the territory from Gilead as far as the Valley of the Arnon, with the middle of the valley as a border, as far over as the river Jabbok, dthe border of the Ammonites; 17the Arabah also, with the Jordan as the border, from eChinnereth as far as fthe Sea of the Arabah, gthe Salt Sea, under hthe slopes of Pisgah on the east.

 18And I commanded you at that time, saying, The LORD your God has given you this land to possess. iAll your men of valor shall cross over armed before your brothers, the people of Israel. 19Only your wives, your little ones, and your livestock j(I know that you have much livestock) shall remain in the cities that I have given you, 20kuntil the LORD gives rest to your brothers, as to you, and they also occupy the land that the LORD your God gives them beyond the Jordan. Then each of you may return to his possession which I have given you. 21And I commanded lJoshua at that time, Your eyes have seen all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings. So will the LORD do to all the kingdoms into which you are crossing. 22You shall not fear them, for it is mthe LORD your God who fights for you.

Moses Forbidden to Enter the Land

 23And I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 24O Lord GOD, you have only begun to show your servant nyour greatness and your mighty hand. For owhat god is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as yours? 25Please let me go over and see pthe good land beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and qLebanon. 26But rthe LORD was angry with me because of you and would not listen to me. And the LORD said to me, sEnough from you; do not speak to me of this matter again. 27tGo up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes westward and northward and southward and eastward, and look at it with your eyes, for you shall not go over this Jordan. 28But ucharge Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he shall go over at the head of this people, and he shall put them in possession of the land that you shall see. 29So we remained in vthe valley opposite Beth-peor.

Moses Commands Obedience

 DEUTERONOMY 4 And now, O Israel, listen to wthe statutes and the rules[1] that I am teaching you, and do them, xthat you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2yYou shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you. 3Your eyes have seen what the LORD did zat Baal-peor, for the LORD your God destroyed from among you all the men who followed the Baal of Peor. 4But you who held fast to the LORD your God are all alive today. 5See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 6aKeep them and do them, for bthat will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. 7For cwhat great nation is there that has da god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so erighteous as all this law that I set before you today?

 9fOnly take care, and gkeep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. hMake them known to your children and your childrens children 10how on ithe day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, jGather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, kso that they may learn to fear lme all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children so. 11And myou came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while nthe mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 12Then othe LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words, pbut saw no form; qthere was only a voice. 13rAnd he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, that is, sthe Ten Commandments,[2] tand he wrote them on two tablets of stone. 14And uthe LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and rules, that you might do them in the land that you are going over to possess.

Idolatry Forbidden

 15vTherefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since wyou saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16beware xlest you act corruptly yby making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of any figure, zthe likeness of male or female, 17the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the earth. 19And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see athe sun and the moon and the stars, ball the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve them, things that the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 20But the LORD has taken you and cbrought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, dto be a people of his own inheritance, as you are this day. 21Furthermore, ethe LORD was angry with me because of you, and he swore that I should not cross the Jordan, and that I should not enter the good land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. 22For I must die in this land; fI must not go over the Jordan. But you shall go over and take possession of gthat good land. 23hTake care, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he made with you, and imake a carved image, the form of anything that the LORD your God has forbidden you. 24For jthe LORD your God is a consuming fire, ka jealous God.

 25When you father children and childrens children, and have grown old in the land, lif you act corruptly by making a carved image in the form of anything, and mby doing what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God, so as to provoke him to anger, 26I ncall heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will soon utterly perish from the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. You will not live long in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27And the LORD owill scatter you among the peoples, pand you will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD will drive you. 28And qthere you will serve gods of wood and stone, the work of human hands, rthat neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29sBut from there you will seek the LORD your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all your soul. 30When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you tin the latter days, you will return to the LORD your God and obey his voice. 31For the LORD your God is ua merciful God. vHe will not leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.

The LORD Alone Is God

 32For wask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of. 33xDid any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live? 34Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials, yby signs, by wonders, and zby war, aby a mighty hand and ban outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35To you it was shown, cthat you might know that the LORD is God; dthere is no other besides him. 36eOut of heaven he let you hear his voice, that he might discipline you. And on earth he let you see his great fire, and xyou heard his words out of the midst of the fire. 37And because fhe loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them[3] and brought you out of Egypt gwith his own presence, by his great power, 38hdriving out before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this day, 39know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that ithe LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; jthere is no other. 40kTherefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you today, lthat it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for all time.

Cities of Refuge

 41Then Moses mset apart three cities in the east beyond the Jordan, 42that nthe manslayer might flee there, anyone who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without being at enmity with him in time past; he may flee to one of these cities and save his life: 43oBezer in the wilderness on the ptableland for the Reubenites, Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the Manassites.

Introduction to the Law

 44This is the law that Moses set before the people of Israel. 45These are the testimonies, the statutes, and the rules, which Moses spoke to the people of Israel when they came out of Egypt, 46beyond the Jordan qin the valley opposite Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon, rwhom Moses and the people of Israel defeated when they came out of Egypt. 47And they took possession of his land and the land sof Og, the king of Bashan, the two kings of the Amorites, who lived to the east beyond the Jordan; 48tfrom Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, as far as Mount uSirion[4] (that is, vHermon), 49together with all the Arabah on the east side of the Jordan as far as wthe Sea of the Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah.

The Ten Commandments

 DEUTERONOMY 5 And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the rules that I speak in your hearing today, and you shall learn them and be careful to do them. 2xThe LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3yNot with our fathers did the LORD make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here alive today. 4The LORD spoke with you zface to face at the mountain, out of the midst of the fire, 5awhile I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD. For byou were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain. He said:

 6cI am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

 7You shall have no other gods before[1] me.

 8You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10but showing steadfast love to dthousands[2] of those who love me and keep my commandments.

 11You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

 12Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14but ethe seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, fthat your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15gYou shall remember that you were a slave[3] in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there hwith a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

 16Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, ithat your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

 17jYou shall not murder.[4]

 18jAnd you shall not commit adultery.

 19And you shall not steal.

 20And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

 21And you shall not covet your neighbors wife. And you shall not desire your neighbors house, his field, or his male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbors.

 22These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly kat the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. And lhe wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. 23And mas soon as you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, and your elders. 24And you said, Behold, the LORD our God has shown us his glory and ngreatness, and owe have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and man pstill live. 25Now therefore why should we die? For this great fire will consume us. qIf we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, we shall die. 26pFor who is there of all flesh, that has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and has still lived? 27Go near and hear all that the LORD our God will say, and rspeak to us all that the LORD our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.

 28And the LORD heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the LORD said to me, I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you. sThey are right in all that they have spoken. 29tOh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments, uthat it might go well with them and with their descendants[5] forever! 30Go and say to them, Return to your tents. 31But you, stand here by me, and vI will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and the rules that you shall teach them, that they may do them in the land that I am giving them to possess. 32You shall be careful therefore to do as the LORD your God has commanded you. wYou shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33xYou shall walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live, and ythat it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land that you shall possess.

The Greatest Commandment

 DEUTERONOMY 6 Now this is zthe commandmentthe statutes and the rules[1]that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2that ayou may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your sons son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and bthat your days may be long. 3Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, cas the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.

 4Hear, O Israel: dThe LORD our God, the LORD is one.[2] 5You eshall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And fthese words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7gYou shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8hYou shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9iYou shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

 10And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give youwith great and good cities jthat you did not build, 11and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plantand when you eat and are full, 12kthen take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13It is lthe LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and mby his name you shall swear. 14You shall not ngo after other gods, othe gods of the peoples who are around you 15for pthe LORD your God in your midst qis a jealous Godrlest the anger of the LORD your God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face of the earth.

 16sYou shall not put the LORD your God to the test, tas you tested him at Massah. 17You shall udiligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you. 18vAnd you shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go well with you, and that you may go in and take possession of the good land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers 19wby thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has promised.

 20xWhen your son asks you in time to come, What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you? 21then you shall say to your son, yWe were Pharaohs slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22And zthe LORD showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 23And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 24And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, ato fear the LORD our God, bfor our good always, that che might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25And dit will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us.

A Chosen People

 DEUTERONOMY 7 When the eLORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, fthe Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations gmore numerous and mightier than you, 2hand when the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must idevote them to complete destruction.[1] jYou shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3kYou shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, 4for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. lThen the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you mquickly. 5But thus shall you deal with them: nyou shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their npillars and chop down their nAsherim and oburn their carved images with fire.

 6For pyou are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be pa people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but qit is because the LORD loves you and is keeping rthe oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, sthe faithful God twho keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10and urepays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. vHe will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. 11wYou shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command you today.

 12xAnd because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your God will keep with you ythe covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 13He will zlove you, bless you, and multiply you. aHe will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock, in the land that he swore to your fathers to give you. 14You shall be blessed above all peoples. bThere shall not be male or female barren among you or among your livestock. 15And the LORD will take away from you all sickness, and none of the evil cdiseases of Egypt, which you knew, will he inflict on you, but he will lay them on all who hate you. 16And dyou shall consume all the peoples that the LORD your God will give over to you. eYour eye shall not pity them, neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be fa snare to you.

 17If you say in your heart, These nations are greater than I. How can I dispossess them? 18gyou shall not be afraid of them but you shall hremember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19the great trials that your eyes saw, ithe signs, the wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you out. So will the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 20Moreover, jthe LORD your God will send hornets among them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you are destroyed. 21You shall not be in dread of them, for the LORD your God is kin your midst, la great and awesome God. 22mThe LORD your God will clear away these nations before you little by little. You may not make an end of them at once,[2] lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. 23nBut the LORD your God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed. 24And ohe will give their kings into your hand, and you shall pmake their name perish from under heaven. qNo one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. 25The carved images of their gods ryou shall burn with fire. You sshall not covet the silver or the gold that is on them or take it for yourselves, lest you be tensnared by it, for it is an abomination to the LORD your God. 26And you shall not bring an abominable thing into your house and become devoted to destruction[3] like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it, ufor it is devoted to destruction.

Remember the LORD Your God

 DEUTERONOMY 8 The whole commandment that I command you today vyou shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you wthese forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, xtesting you yto know what was in your heart, zwhether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and alet you hunger and bfed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that cman does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word[1] that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4dYour clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5Know then in your heart that, eas a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, fa land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, gof vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.

 11Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, 12hlest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14ithen your heart be lifted up, and you jforget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15who kled you through the great and terrifying wilderness, lwith its fiery serpents and scorpions mand thirsty ground where there was no water, nwho brought you water out of the flinty rock, 16who fed you in the wilderness with omanna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, pto do you good in the end. 17Beware qlest you say in your heart, My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth. 18You shall remember the LORD your God, for rit is he who gives you power to get wealth, sthat he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19And if you forget the LORD your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, tI solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. 20Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, uso shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God.

Not Because of Righteousness

 DEUTERONOMY 9 Hear, O Israel: you are vto cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations wgreater and mightier than you, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 2a people great and tall, xthe sons of the Anakim, ywhom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, Who can stand before the sons of Anak? 3Know therefore today that he who zgoes over before you aas a consuming fire is the LORD your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. bSo you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as the LORD has promised you.

 4cDo not say in your heart, after the LORD your God has thrust them out before you, It is because of my righteousness that the LORD has brought me in to possess this land, whereas it is dbecause of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out before you. 5eNot because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm fthe word that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

 6Know, therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are ga stubborn people. 7Remember and do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness. hFrom the day you came out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD. 8Even iat Horeb you provoked the LORD to wrath, and the LORD was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy you. 9jWhen I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the LORD made with you, I remained on the mountain kforty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water. 10And lthe LORD gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on them were all the words that the LORD had spoken with you on the mountain out of the midst of the fire mon the day of the assembly. 11And at the end of forty days and forty nights the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. 12Then the LORD said to me, nArise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. They have oturned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them; they have made themselves a metal image.

The Golden Calf

 13pFurthermore, the LORD said to me, I have seen this people, and behold, it is ga stubborn people. 14qLet me alone, that I may destroy them and rblot out their name from under heaven. And sI will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they. 15tSo I turned and came down from the mountain, and uthe mountain was burning with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my two hands. 16And vI looked, and behold, you had sinned against the LORD your God. You had made yourselves a golden[1] calf. wYou had turned aside quickly from the way that the LORD had commanded you. 17So I took hold of the two tablets and threw them out of my two hands and broke them before your eyes. 18Then I xlay prostrate before the LORD yas before, forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all the sin that you had committed, zin doing what was evil in the sight of the LORD to provoke him to anger. 19For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure that the LORD bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy you. aBut the LORD listened to me that time also. 20And the LORD was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him. And I prayed for Aaron also at the same time. 21Then bI took the sinful thing, the calf that you had made, and burned it with fire and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust. And I threw the dust of it into the brook that ran down from the mountain.

 22At cTaberah also, and at dMassah and at eKibroth-hattaavah you provoked the LORD to wrath. 23And fwhen the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and take possession of the land that I have given you, then you rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God and gdid not believe him or obey his voice. 24hYou have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you.

 25xSo I lay prostrate before the LORD for these forty days and forty nights, because the LORD had said he would destroy you. 26iAnd I prayed to the LORD, O Lord GOD, do not destroy your people and your heritage, whom you have redeemed through your greatness, whom you have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do not regard the stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness or their sin, 28lest the land from which you brought us say, jBecause the LORD was not able to bring them into the land that he promised them, and because he hated them, he has brought them out to put them to death in the wilderness. 29kFor they are your people and your heritage, whom you brought out by your great power and by your outstretched arm.

New Tablets of Stone

 DEUTERONOMY 10 At that time the LORD said to me, lCut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and come up to me on the mountain and mmake an ark of wood. 2And I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets that you broke, and nyou shall put them in the ark. 3So I made an ark oof acacia wood, and pcut two tablets of stone like the first, and went up the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4And qhe wrote on the tablets, in the same writing as before, the Ten Commandments[1] rthat the LORD had spoken to you on the mountain out of the midst of the fire son the day of the assembly. And the LORD gave them to me. 5Then I turned and tcame down from the mountain and uput the tablets in the ark that I had made. vAnd there they are, as the LORD commanded me.

 6(The people of Israel wjourneyed from Beeroth Bene-jaakan[2] to Moserah. xThere Aaron died, and there he was buried. And his son Eleazar ministered as priest in his place. 7yFrom there they journeyed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land with brooks of water. 8At that time zthe LORD set apart the tribe of Levi ato carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD bto stand before the LORD to minister to him and cto bless in his name, to this day. 9dTherefore Levi has no portion or inheritance with his brothers. The LORD is his inheritance, as the LORD your God said to him.)

 10eI myself stayed on the mountain, as at the first time, forty days and forty nights, fand the LORD listened to me that time also. The LORD was unwilling to destroy you. 11gAnd the LORD said to me, Arise, go on your journey at the head of the people, so that they may go in and possess the land, which I swore to their fathers to give them.

Circumcise Your Heart

 12And now, Israel, hwhat does the LORD your God require of you, but ito fear the LORD your God, jto walk in all his ways, kto love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13and lto keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today mfor your good? 14Behold, nto the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, othe earth with all that is in it. 15Yet pthe LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16Circumcise therefore qthe foreskin of your heart, and be no longer rstubborn. 17For the LORD your God is sGod of gods and tLord of lords, uthe great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is vnot partial and takes no bribe. 18wHe executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 19xLove the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 20iYou shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and yhold fast to him, and zby his name you shall swear. 21aHe is your praise. He is your God, bwho has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 22Your fathers went down to Egypt cseventy persons, and now the LORD your God has made you das numerous as the stars of heaven.

Love and Serve the LORD

 DEUTERONOMY 11 eYou shall therefore love the LORD your God and fkeep his charge, his statutes, his rules, and his commandments always. 2And consider today (since I am not speaking to gyour children who have not known or seen it), consider the discipline[1] of the LORD your God, hhis greatness, ihis mighty hand and his outstretched arm, 3jhis signs and his deeds that he did in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land, 4and what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and to their chariots, khow he made the water of the Red Sea flow over them as they pursued after you, and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day, 5and lwhat he did to you in the wilderness, until you came to this place, 6and mwhat he did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, son of Reuben, how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, in the midst of all Israel. 7For your eyes have seen nall the great work of the LORD that he did.

 8You shall therefore keep the whole commandment that I command you today, that you may obe strong, and go in and take possession of the land that you are going over to possess, 9and pthat you may live long in the land qthat the LORD swore to your fathers to give to them and to their offspring, ra land flowing with milk and honey. 10For the land that you are entering to take possession of it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated it,[2] like a garden of vegetables. 11sBut the land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water by the rain from heaven, 12a land that the LORD your God cares for. tThe eyes of the LORD your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.

 13And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, uto love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14vhe[3] will give the rain for your land in its season, wthe early rain and the later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. 15xAnd he will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and yyou shall eat and be full. 16Take care zlest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and aserve other gods and worship them; 17then bthe anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and he cwill shut up the heavens, so that there will be no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and dyou will perish quickly off the good land that the LORD is giving you.

 18eYou shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and fyou shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 20gYou shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21hthat your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, ias long as the heavens are above the earth. 22For if jyou will be careful to do all this commandment that I command you to do, loving the LORD your God, walking in all his ways, and kholding fast to him, 23then the LORD lwill drive out all these nations before you, and you will mdispossess nations greater and mightier than you. 24nEvery place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours. Your territory shall be ofrom the wilderness to[4] the Lebanon and from the River, the river Euphrates, to the western sea. 25pNo one shall be able to stand against you. The LORD your God will lay qthe fear of you and the dread of you on all the land that you shall tread, ras he promised you.

 26sSee, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27tthe blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28and uthe curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today, vto go after other gods that you have not known. 29And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, you shall set wthe blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 30Are they not beyond the Jordan, west of the road, toward the going down of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites who live in the xArabah, opposite Gilgal, beside ythe oak[5] of Moreh? 31For you are zto cross over the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you. And when you possess it and live in it, 32you shall be careful ato do all the statutes and the rules that I am setting before you today.

The LORDs Chosen Place of Worship

 DEUTERONOMY 12 bThese are the statutes and rules that you shall be careful to do in the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, call the days that you live on the earth. 2dYou shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served their gods, eon the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. 3You shall tear down their altars and dash in pieces ftheir pillars and burn their gAsherim with fire. You shall chop down the carved images of their gods and hdestroy their name out of that place. 4iYou shall not worship the LORD your God in that way. 5But you shall seek jthe place that the LORD your God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation[1] there. There you shall go, 6and there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, kyour tithes and the contribution that you present, your vow offerings, your freewill offerings, and the lfirstborn of your herd and of your flock. 7And mthere you shall eat before the LORD your God, and nyou shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you undertake, in which the LORD your God has blessed you.

 8You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, oeveryone doing whatever is right in his own eyes, 9for you have not as yet come to pthe rest and to the inheritance that the LORD your God is giving you. 10But when qyou go over the Jordan and live in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, rand when he gives you rest from all your enemies around, so that you live in safety, 11then to jthe place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, kyour tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that you vow to the LORD. 12And nyou shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your male servants and your female servants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since she has no portion or inheritance with you. 13tTake care that you do not offer your burnt offerings at any place that you see, 14but at jthe place that the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.

 15However, you may slaughter and eat meat within any of your towns, as much as you desire, uaccording to the blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you. vThe unclean and the clean may eat of it, as of the gazelle and as of the deer. 16wOnly you shall not eat the blood; you shall pour it out on the earth like water. 17You may not eat within your towns kthe tithe of your grain or of your wine or of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vow offerings that you vow, or your freewill offerings or the contribution that you present, 18but myou shall eat them before the LORD your God in jthe place that the LORD your God will choose, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, and the Levite who is within your towns. And nyou shall rejoice before the LORD your God in all that you undertake. 19xTake care that you do not neglect the Levite as long as you live in your land.

 20When the LORD your God yenlarges your territory, zas he has promised you, and you say, I will eat meat, because you crave meat, you may eat meat whenever you desire. 21If athe place that the LORD your God will choose to put his name there is too far from you, bthen you may kill any of your herd or your flock, which the LORD has given you, as I have commanded you, and you may eat within your towns whenever you desire. 22Just cas the gazelle or the deer is eaten, so you may eat of it. cThe unclean and the clean alike may eat of it. 23dOnly be sure that you do not eat the blood, efor the blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life with the flesh. 24You shall not eat it; you shall pour it out on the earth like water. 25You shall not eat it, fthat all may go well with you and with your children after you, gwhen you do what is right in the sight of the LORD. 26But the hholy things that are due from you, and iyour vow offerings, you shall take, and you shall go to athe place that the LORD will choose, 27and joffer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, on the altar of the LORD your God. The blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar of the LORD your God, but the flesh you may eat. 28Be careful to obey all these words that I command you, fthat it may go well with you and with your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God.

Warning Against Idolatry

 29When kthe LORD your God cuts off before you the nations whom you go in to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, 30take care lthat you be not ensnared to follow them, after they have been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods?that I also may do the same. 31mYou shall not worship the LORD your God in that way, for every nabominable thing that the LORD hates they have done for their gods, for othey even burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods.

 32[2] Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. pYou shall not add to it or take from it.

 DEUTERONOMY 13 If a prophet or qa dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2and rthe sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if he says, Let us go after other gods, which you have not known, and let us serve them, 3you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For the LORD your God sis testing you, to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4You shall twalk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and uhold fast to him. 5But vthat prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. wSo you shall purge the evil[1] from your midst.

 6xIf your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or ythe wife you embrace[2] or your friend zwho is as your own soul entices you secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, awhich neither you nor your fathers have known, 7some bof the gods of the peoples who are around you, whether near you or far off from you, from the one end of the earth to the other, 8you shall cnot yield to him or listen to him, nor dshall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. 9But you shall kill him. eYour hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. 10fYou shall stone him to death with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 11And gall Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such wickedness as this among you.

 12If you hear in one of your cities, which the LORD your God is giving you to dwell there, 13that certain hworthless fellows have gone out among you and have drawn away the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which you have not known, 14then you shall inquire and make search and ask idiligently. And behold, if it be true and certain that such an abomination has been done among you, 15you shall surely put the inhabitants of that city to the sword, devoting it to destruction,[3] all who are in it and its cattle, with the edge of the sword. 16You shall gather all its spoil into the midst of its open square and jburn the city and all its spoil with fire, as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. It shall be a kheap forever. It shall not be built again. 17lNone of the devoted things shall stick to your hand, mthat the LORD may turn from the fierceness of his anger and show you mercy and have compassion on you and multiply you, nas he swore to your fathers, 18if you obey the voice of the LORD your God, okeeping all his commandments that I am commanding you today, and doing what is right in the sight of the LORD your God.

Clean and Unclean Food

 DEUTERONOMY 14 You are pthe sons of the LORD your God. qYou shall not cut yourselves or make any rbaldness on your foreheads for the dead. 2For syou are a people holy to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

 3tYou shall not eat any abomination. 4uThese are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, 5the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild goat, the ibex,[1] the antelope, and the mountain sheep. 6Every animal that parts the hoof and has the hoof cloven in two and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 7Yet of those that chew the cud or have the hoof cloven you shall not eat these: the camel, the hare, and the vrock badger, because they chew the cud but do not part the hoof, are unclean for you. 8And the pig, because it parts the hoof but does not chew the cud, is unclean for you. Their flesh you shall not eat, and wtheir carcasses you shall not touch.

 9Of all that are in the waters you may eat these: whatever has fins and scales you may eat. 10And whatever does not have fins and scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for you.

 11You may eat all clean birds. 12But these are the ones that you shall not eat: the eagle,[2] the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 13the kite, the falcon of any kind; 14every raven of any kind; 15the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind; 16the little owl and the short-eared owl, the barn owl 17and the tawny owl, the carrion vulture and the cormorant, 18the stork, the heron of any kind; the hoopoe and the bat. 19And all winged insects are unclean for you; they shall not be eaten. 20All clean winged things you may eat.

 21xYou shall not eat anything that has died naturally. You may give it to the sojourner who is within your towns, that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner. For yyou are a people holy to the LORD your God.

zYou shall not boil a young goat in its mothers milk.

Tithes

 22aYou shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. 23And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, byou shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, cand the firstborn of your herd and flock, dthat you may learn to fear the LORD your God always. 24And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the LORD your God blesses you, because ethe place is too far from you, which the LORD your God chooses, to set his name there, 25then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the LORD your God chooses 26and spend the money for whatever you desireoxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And byou shall eat there before the LORD your God and rejoice, you and your household. 27And you shall not neglect fthe Levite who is within your towns, for ghe has no portion or inheritance with you.

 28hAt the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. 29And the Levite, because ghe has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that ithe LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.

The Sabbatical Year

 DEUTERONOMY 15 At the end of jevery seven years you shall grant a release. 2And this is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, because the LORDs release has been proclaimed. 3kOf a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of yours is with your brother your hand shall release. 4lBut there will be no poor among you; mfor the LORD will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess 5nif only you will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I command you today. 6For the LORD your God will bless you, oas he promised you, and pyou shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and qyou shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.

 7If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your land that the LORD your God is giving you, ryou shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, 8but syou shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 9Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart and you say, The seventh year, the year of release is near, and your teye look grudgingly[1] on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he ucry to the LORD against you, and vyou be guilty of sin. 10You shall give to him freely, and wyour heart shall not be grudging when you give to him, because xfor this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 11For ythere will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, sYou shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.

 12zIf your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold[2] to you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh year you shall let him go free from you. 13And when you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty-handed. 14You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing floor, and out of your winepress. aAs the LORD your God has blessed you, you shall give to him. 15bYou shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I command you this today. 16But cif he says to you, I will not go out from you, because he loves you and your household, since he is well-off with you, 17then you shall take an awl, and put it through his ear into the door, and he shall be your slave[3] forever. And to your female slave[4] you shall do the same. 18It shall not seem hard to you when you let him go free from you, for at half the cost of a hired worker he has served you six years. So the LORD your God will bless you in all that you do.

 19dAll the firstborn males that are born of your herd and flock you shall dedicate to the LORD your God. You shall do no work with the firstborn of your herd, nor shear the firstborn of your flock. 20eYou shall eat it, you and your household, before the LORD your God year by year at the place that the LORD will choose. 21fBut if it has any blemish, if it is lame or blind or has any serious blemish whatever, you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. 22You shall eat it within your towns. gThe unclean and the clean alike may eat it, as though it were a gazelle or a deer. 23hOnly you shall not eat its blood; you shall pour it out on the ground like water.

Passover

 DEUTERONOMY 16 Observe the imonth of Abib and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for jin the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night. 2And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to the LORD your God, from the flock or kthe herd, lat the place that the LORD will choose, to make his name dwell there. 3You shall eat no leavened bread with it. mSeven days you shall eat it with unleavened bread, the bread of afflictionfor you came out of the land of Egypt nin hastethat all the days of your life you may remember the day when you came out of the land of Egypt. 4oNo leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory for seven days, pnor shall any of the flesh that you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain all night until morning. 5You may not offer the Passover sacrifice within any of your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, 6but at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell in it, there you shall offer the Passover sacrifice, in the evening at sunset, at the time you came out of Egypt. 7And you shall cook it and eat it at the place that the LORD your God will choose. And in the morning you shall turn and go to your tents. 8For qsix days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be ra solemn assembly to the LORD your God. You shall do no work on it.

The Feast of Weeks

 9sYou shall count seven weeks. Begin to count the seven weeks from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain. 10Then you shall keep tthe Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with uthe tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, which you shall give vas the LORD your God blesses you. 11And wyou shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the Levite who is within your towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are among you, at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there. 12xYou shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt; and you shall be careful to observe these statutes.

The Feast of Booths

 13yYou shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from your threshing floor and your winepress. 14zYou shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are within your towns. 15For aseven days you shall keep the feast to the LORD your God at the place that the LORD will choose, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be altogether joyful.

 16bThree times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Booths. cThey shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed. 17Every man dshall give as he is able, vaccording to the blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you.

Justice

 18You shall appoint ejudges and officers in all your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 19fYou shall not pervert justice. gYou shall not show partiality, hand you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous. 20Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

Forbidden Forms of Worship

 21You shall not plant any tree as ian Asherah beside the altar of the LORD your God that you shall make. 22And you shall not set up a pillar, which the LORD your God hates.

 DEUTERONOMY 17 jYou shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep in which is a blemish, any defect whatever, for that is an abomination to the LORD your God.

 2kIf there is found among you, within any of your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God, lin transgressing his covenant, 3and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or mthe sun or the moon or any of the host of heaven, nwhich I have forbidden, 4and it is told you and you hear of it, then you shall inquire odiligently, and if it is true and certain that such an abomination has been done in Israel, 5then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you pshall stone that man or woman to death with stones. 6qOn the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. 7rThe hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So syou shall purge[1] the evil[2] from your midst.

Legal Decisions by Priests and Judges

 8If any case arises requiring decision between one kind of homicide and another, one kind of legal right and another, or one kind of assault and another, any case within your towns that is too difficult for you, then you shall arise and go up to tthe place that the LORD your God will choose. 9uAnd you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge who is in office in those days, and you shall consult them, and vthey shall declare to you the decision. 10Then you shall do according to what they declare to you from that place that the LORD will choose. And you shall be careful to do according to all that they direct you. 11According to the instructions that they give you, and according to the decision which they pronounce to you, you shall do. You shall not turn aside from the verdict that they declare to you, either to the right hand or to the left. 12The man who wacts presumptuously by not obeying the priest xwho stands to minister there before the LORD your God, or the judge, that man shall die. So syou shall purge the evil from Israel. 13And all the people yshall hear and fear and not act presumptuously again.

Laws Concerning Israels Kings

 14When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, zI will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me, 15you may indeed set a king over you awhom the LORD your God will choose. One bfrom among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16Only he must not acquire many chorses for himself or cause the people dto return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, eYou shall never return that way again. 17And he fshall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, gnor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.

 18And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, hhe shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, iapproved by[3] the Levitical priests. 19And jit shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, kthat he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he lmay not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, mso that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.

	

Provision for Priests and Levites

 DEUTERONOMY 18 The Levitical priests, all the tribe of Levi, nshall have no portion or inheritance with Israel. They oshall eat the LORDs food offerings[1] as their[2] inheritance. 2They shall have no inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is their inheritance, as he promised them. 3And this shall be the priests due from the people, from those offering a sacrifice, whether an ox or a sheep: pthey shall give to the priest the shoulder and the two cheeks and the stomach. 4qThe firstfruits of your grain, of your wine and of your oil, and the first fleece of your sheep, you shall give him. 5For the LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes rto stand and minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for all time.

 6And if a Levite comes from any of your towns out of all Israel, swhere he livesand he may come when he desires[3]tto the place that the LORD will choose, 7and ministers in the name of the LORD his God, ulike all his fellow Levites who stand to minister there before the LORD, 8then he may have equal vportions to eat, besides what he receives from the sale of his patrimony.[4]

Abominable Practices

 9When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you, wyou shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those nations. 10There shall not be found among you anyone xwho burns his son or his daughter as an offering,[5] anyone who ypractices divination or ztells fortunes or interprets omens, or aa sorcerer 11or a charmer or ba medium or a necromancer or cone who inquires of the dead, 12dfor whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD. And ebecause of these abominations the LORD your God is driving them out before you. 13You shall be blameless before the LORD your God, 14for these nations, which you are about to dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and to diviners. But as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you to do this.

A New Prophet like Moses

 15fThe LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothersit is to him you shall listen 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb gon the day of the assembly, when you said, hLet me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die. 17And the LORD said to me, iThey are right in what they have spoken. 18fI will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. jAnd I will put my words in his mouth, and khe shall speak to them all that I command him. 19lAnd whoever will mnot listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20nBut the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or[6] who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die. 21And if you say in your heart, How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken? 22owhen a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; nthe prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.

Laws Concerning Cities of Refuge

 DEUTERONOMY 19 When pthe LORD your God cuts off the nations whose land the LORD your God is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their cities and in their houses, 2qyou shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 3You shall measure the distances[1] and divide into three parts the area of the land that the LORD your God gives you as a possession, so that any manslayer can flee to them.

 4This is the provision for rthe manslayer, who by fleeing there may save his life. If anyone kills his neighbor unintentionally without having hated him in the past 5as when someone goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and his hand swings the axe to cut down a tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dieshe may flee to one of these cities and live, 6lest sthe avenger of blood in hot anger pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and strike him fatally, though the man did not deserve to die, since he had not hated his neighbor in the past. 7Therefore I command you, You shall set apart three cities. 8tAnd if the LORD your God enlarges your territory, uas he has sworn to your fathers, and vgives you all the land that he promised to give to your fathers 9provided you are careful to keep all this commandment, which I command you today, by loving the LORD your God and by walking ever in his wayswthen you shall add three other cities to these three, 10lest innocent blood be shed in your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, and so the guilt of bloodshed be upon you.

 11But if anyone hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and attacks him xand strikes him fatally so that he dies, and he flees into one of these cities, 12then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there, and hand him over to the avenger of blood, so that he may die. 13yYour eye shall not pity him, zbut you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood[2] from Israel, so that it may be well with you.

Property Boundaries

 14aYou shall not move your neighbors landmark, which the men of old have set, in the inheritance that you will hold in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.

Laws Concerning Witnesses

 15A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. bOnly on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 16If ca malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the LORD, dbefore the priests and the judges who are in office in those days. 18The judges shall einquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother falsely, 19fthen you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil[3] from your midst. 20And the rest gshall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil among you. 21yYour eye shall not pity. hIt shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Laws Concerning Warfare

 DEUTERONOMY 20 When you go out to war against your enemies, and see ihorses and chariots and an army larger than your own, you shall not be afraid of them, for the LORD your God is jwith you, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 2And when you draw near to the battle, kthe priest shall come forward and speak to the people 3and shall say to them, Hear, O Israel, today you are drawing near for battle against your enemies: let not your heart faint. Do not fear or panic or be in dread of them, 4for the LORD your God is he who goes with you lto fight for you against your enemies, to give you the victory. 5Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying, Is there any man who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man dedicate it. 6And is there any man who has planted a vineyard and has not menjoyed its fruit? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man enjoy its fruit. 7nAnd is there any man who has betrothed a wife and has not taken her? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her. 8And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, oIs there any man who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart of his fellows melt like his own. 9And when the officers have finished speaking to the people, then commanders shall be appointed at the head of the people.

 10When you draw near to a city to fight against it, poffer terms of peace to it. 11And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. 12But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. 13And when the LORD your God gives it into your hand, qyou shall put all its males to the sword, 14rbut the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you sshall take as plunder for yourselves. And tyou shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you. 15Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations here. 16But uin the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, 17but vyou shall devote them to complete destruction,[1] the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, 18that wthey may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so you xsin against the LORD your God.

 19When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against it in order to take it, yyou shall not destroy its trees by wielding an axe against them. You may eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field human, that they should be besieged by you? 20Only the trees that you know are not trees for food you may destroy and cut down, that you may build siegeworks against the city that makes war with you, until it falls.

Atonement for Unsolved Murders

 DEUTERONOMY 21 If in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess someone is found slain, lying in the open country, and it is not known who killed him, 2then your elders and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure the distance to the surrounding cities. 3And the elders of the city that is nearest to the slain man shall take a heifer zthat has never been worked and that has not pulled in a yoke. 4And the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a valley with running water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and shall break the heifers neck there in the valley. 5Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come forward, for the LORD your God has chosen athem to minister to him and to bless in the name of the LORD, and bby their word every dispute and every assault shall be settled. 6And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man cshall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley, 7and they shall testify, Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. 8Accept atonement, O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and ddo not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for. 9So eyou shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD.

Marrying Female Captives

 10When you go out to war against your enemies, and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you take them captive, 11and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 12and you bring her home to your house, she shall shave her head and pare her nails. 13And she shall take off the clothes in which she was captured and shall remain in your house and flament her father and her mother a full month. After that you may go in to her and be her husband, and she shall be your wife. 14But if you no longer delight in her, you shall glet her go where she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you htreat her as a slave, since you have humiliated her.

Inheritance Rights of the Firstborn

 15If a man has two wives, ithe one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved,[1] 16then on the day when jhe assigns his possessions as an inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn, 17but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is kthe firstfruits of his strength. lThe right of the firstborn is his.

A Rebellious Son

 18If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 19then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place where he lives, 20and they shall say to the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard. 21mThen all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. nSo you shall purge the evil from your midst, oand all Israel shall hear, and fear.

A Man Hanged on a Tree Is Cursed

 22And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23phis body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for qa hanged man is cursed by God. rYou shall not defile your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.

Various Laws

 DEUTERONOMY 22 You sshall not see your brothers ox or his sheep going astray and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. 2And if he does not live near you and you do not know who he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. 3And you shall do the same with his donkey or with his garment, or with any lost thing of your brothers, which he loses and you find; you may not ignore it. 4tYou shall not see your brothers donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift them up again.

 5A woman shall not wear a mans garment, nor shall a man put on a womans cloak, ufor whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.

 6If you come across a birds nest in any tree or on the ground, with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young or on the eggs, vyou shall not take the mother with the young. 7You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take for yourself, wthat it may go well with you, and that you may live long.

 8When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof, that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, if anyone should fall from it.

 9xYou shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the whole yield be forfeited,[1] the crop that you have sown and the yield of the vineyard. 10You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 11You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together.

 12yYou shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of the garment with which you cover yourself.

Laws Concerning Sexual Immorality

 13If any man takes a wife and zgoes in to her and then hates her 14and accuses her of misconduct and brings a bad name upon her, saying, I took this woman, and when I came near her, I did not find in her evidence of virginity, 15then the father of the young woman and her mother shall take and bring out the evidence of her virginity to the elders of the city in the gate. 16And the father of the young woman shall say to the elders, I gave my daughter to this man to marry, and he hates her; 17and behold, he has accused her of misconduct, saying, I did not find in your daughter evidence of virginity. And yet this is the evidence of my daughters virginity. And they shall spread the cloak before the elders of the city. 18Then the elders of that city shall take the man and whip[2] him, 19and they shall fine him a hundred shekels[3] of silver and give them to the father of the young woman, because he has brought a bad name upon a virgin[4] of Israel. And she shall be his wife. aHe may not divorce her all his days. 20But if the thing is true, that evidence of virginity was not found in the young woman, 21then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her fathers house, and bthe men of her city shall stone her to death with stones, because she has cdone an outrageous thing in Israel by whoring in her fathers house. dSo you shall purge the evil from your midst.

 22eIf a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman. dSo you shall purge the evil from Israel.

 23If there is a fbetrothed virgin, and a man meets her in the city and lies with her, 24then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did not cry for help though she was in the city, and the man because he violated his neighbors wife. dSo you shall purge the evil from your midst.

 25But if in the open country a man meets a young woman who is betrothed, and the man seizes her and lies with her, then only the man who lay with her shall die. 26But you shall do nothing to the young woman; she has committed no offense punishable by death. For this case is like that of a man attacking and murdering his neighbor, 27because he met her in the open country, and though the betrothed young woman cried for help there was no one to rescue her.

 28gIf a man meets a virgin who is not betrothed, and seizes her and lies with her, and they are found, 29then the man who lay with her shall give to the father of the young woman fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife, because he has violated her. He may not divorce her all his days.

 30[5] hA man shall not take his fathers wife, so that he does not iuncover his fathers nakedness.[6]

Those Excluded from the Assembly

 DEUTERONOMY 23 No one whose testicles are crushed or whose male organ is cut off shall enter the assembly of the LORD.

 2jNo one born of a forbidden union may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to the tenth generation, none of his descendants may enter the assembly of the LORD.

 3kNo Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to the tenth generation, none of them may enter the assembly of the LORD forever, 4lbecause they did not meet you with bread and with water on the way, when you came out of Egypt, and because they mhired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of nMesopotamia, to curse you. 5But the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam; instead the LORD your God turned othe curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loved you. 6You pshall not seek their peace or their prosperity all your days forever.

 7You shall not abhor an Edomite, for qhe is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because ryou were a sojourner in his land. 8Children born to them in the third generation may enter the assembly of the LORD.

Uncleanness in the Camp

 9When you are encamped against your enemies, then you shall keep yourself from every evil thing.

 10If any man among you becomes sunclean because of a nocturnal emission, then he shall go outside the camp. He shall not come inside the camp, 11but when evening comes, he shall tbathe himself in water, and as the sun sets, he may come inside the camp.

 12You shall have a place outside the camp, and you shall go out to it. 13And you shall have a trowel with your tools, and when you sit down outside, you shall dig a hole with it and turn back and cover up your excrement. 14Because uthe LORD your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and to give up your enemies before you, therefore your camp must be holy, so that he may not see anything indecent among you and turn away from you.

Miscellaneous Laws

 15vYou shall not give up to his master a slave[1] who has escaped from his master to you. 16He shall dwell with you, in your midst, in the place that he shall choose within one of your towns, wherever it suits him. You shall not wrong him.

 17None of the wdaughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, and none xof the sons of Israel shall be a cult prostitute. 18You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog[2] into the house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are an abomination to the LORD your God.

 19yYou shall not charge interest on loans to your brother, zinterest on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is lent for interest. 20aYou may charge a foreigner interest, but you may not charge your brother interest, bthat the LORD your God may bless you in all that you undertake in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.

 21cIf you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay fulfilling it, for the LORD your God will surely require it of you, and you will be guilty of sin. 22But if you refrain from vowing, you will not be guilty of sin. 23You shall be careful to do what has passed your lips, for you have voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what you have promised with your mouth.

 24If you go into your neighbors vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes, as many as you wish, but you shall not put any in your bag. 25If you go into your neighbors standing grain, dyou may pluck the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to your neighbors standing grain.

Laws Concerning Divorce

 DEUTERONOMY 24 When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and ehe writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house, 2and if she goes and becomes another mans wife, 3and the latter man hates her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, 4then fher former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring sin upon the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.

Miscellaneous Laws

 5gWhen a man is newly married, he shall not go out with the army or be liable for any other public duty. He shall be free at home one year hto be happy with his wife whom he has taken.

 6No one shall take a mill or an upper millstone in pledge, for that would be taking a life in pledge.

 7iIf a man is found stealing one of his brothers of the people of Israel, and if he jtreats him as a slave or sells him, then that thief shall die. kSo you shall purge the evil from your midst.

 8Take care, in la case of leprous[1] disease, to be very careful to do according to all that the Levitical priests shall direct you. As I commanded them, so you shall be careful to do. 9Remember what the LORD your God did to mMiriam non the way as you came out of Egypt.

 10When you make your neighbor a loan of any sort, you shall not go into his house to collect his pledge. 11You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you make the loan shall bring the pledge out to you. 12And if he is a poor man, you shall not sleep in his pledge. 13oYou shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he may sleep in his cloak and pbless you. And qit shall be righteousness for you before the LORD your God.

 14You shall not roppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns. 15sYou shall give him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and counts on it), tlest he cry against you to the LORD, and you be guilty of sin.

 16uFathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his own sin.

 17vYou shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the fatherless, wor take a widows garment in pledge, 18but xyou shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.

 19yWhen you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, zthat the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 21When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 22xYou shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this.

 DEUTERONOMY 25 If there is a adispute between men and they come into court and the judges decide between them, bacquitting the innocent and condemning the guilty, 2then if the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the judge shall cause him to lie down and be beaten in his presence with a number of stripes in proportion to his offense. 3cForty stripes may be given him, but not more, lest, if one should go on to beat him with more stripes than these, your brother be degraded in your sight.

 4dYou shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.

Laws Concerning Levirate Marriage

 5eIf brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be married outside the family to a stranger. Her fhusbands brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husbands brother to her. 6And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, that ghis name may not be blotted out of Israel. 7And if the man does not wish to take his brothers wife, then his brothers wife shall hgo up to the gate to the elders and say, My husbands brother refuses to perpetuate his brothers name in Israel; he will not perform the duty of a husbands brother to me. 8Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him, and if he persists, saying, iI do not wish to take her, 9then his brothers wife shall go up to him in the presence of the elders and jpull his sandal off his foot and kspit in his face. And she shall answer and say, So shall it be done to the man who does not lbuild up his brothers house. 10And the name of his house[1] shall be called in Israel, The house of him who had his sandal pulled off.

Miscellaneous Laws

 11When men fight with one another and the wife of the one draws near to rescue her husband from the hand of him who is beating him and puts out her hand and seizes him by the private parts, 12then you shall cut off her hand. mYour eye shall have no pity.

 13You nshall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and a small. 14You shall not have in your house two kinds of measures, a large and a small. 15A full and fair[2] weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall have, othat your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 16For pall who do such things, all who act dishonestly, qare an abomination to the LORD your God.

 17rRemember what Amalek did to you son the way as you came out of Egypt, 18how he attacked you on the way when you were faint and weary, and tcut off your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did not fear God. 19Therefore uwhen the LORD your God has given you rest from all your enemies around you, in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess, you shall vblot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget.

Offerings of Firstfruits and Tithes

 DEUTERONOMY 26 When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2wyou shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall xgo to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land ythat the LORD swore to our fathers to give us. 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God.

 5And you shall make response before the LORD your God, A zwandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, afew in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And bthe Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then cwe cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8And dthe LORD brought us out of Egypt ewith a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror,[1] with signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, fa land flowing with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have given me. And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. 11And gyou shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.

 12When you have finished paying all hthe tithe of your produce in the third year, which is ithe year of tithing, giving it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within your towns and be filled, 13then you shall say before the LORD your God, I have removed the sacred portion out of my house, and moreover, I have given it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all your commandment that you have commanded me. I have not transgressed any of your commandments, jnor have I forgotten them. 14kI have not eaten of the tithe while I was mourning, or removed any of it while I was unclean, or offered any of it lto the dead. I have obeyed the voice of the LORD my God. I have done according to all that you have commanded me. 15mLook down from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless your people Israel and the ground that you have given us, as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.

 16This day the LORD your God commands you to do these statutes and rules. You shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with all your soul. 17nYou have declared today that the LORD is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and keep his statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice. 18And the LORD has declared today that you are oa people for his treasured possession, as he has promised you, and that you are to keep all his commandments, 19and that he will set you in praise and in fame and in honor phigh above all nations qthat he has made, and that you shall be ra people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.

The Altar on Mount Ebal

 DEUTERONOMY 27 Now Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep the whole commandment that I command you today. 2And on the day syou cross over the Jordan to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall set up large stones and plaster them with plaster. 3tAnd you shall write on them all the words of this law, when you cross over to enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you, ua land flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you. 4And when you have crossed over the Jordan, you shall set up these stones, concerning which I command you today, von Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them with plaster. 5And there you shall build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones. wYou shall wield no iron tool on them; 6you shall build an altar to the LORD your God of uncut[1] stones. And you shall offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God, 7and you shall sacrifice peace offerings and xshall eat there, and you xshall rejoice before the LORD your God. 8And yyou shall write on the stones all the words of this law very plainly.

Curses from Mount Ebal

 9Then Moses and the Levitical priests said to all Israel, Keep silence and hear, O Israel: zthis day you have become the people of the LORD your God. 10You shall therefore obey the voice of the LORD your God, keeping his commandments and his statutes, which I command you today.

 11That day Moses charged the people, saying, 12When you have crossed over the Jordan, athese shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. 13And these shall stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 14And bthe Levites shall declare to all the men of Israel in a loud voice:

 15cCursed be the man who makes a carved or cast metal image, an abomination to the LORD, a thing made by the hands of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret. dAnd all the people shall answer and say, Amen.

 16eCursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 17fCursed be anyone who moves his neighbors landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 18gCursed be anyone who misleads a blind man on the road. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 19hCursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 20iCursed be anyone who lies with his fathers wife, because he has juncovered his fathers nakedness.[2] And all the people shall say, Amen.

 21kCursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 22lCursed be anyone who lies with his sister, whether the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 23mCursed be anyone who lies with his mother-in-law. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 24nCursed be anyone who strikes down his neighbor in secret. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 25oCursed be anyone who takes a bribe to shed innocent blood. And all the people shall say, Amen.

 26pCursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them. And all the people shall say, Amen.

Blessings for Obedience

 DEUTERONOMY 28 And qif you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you rhigh above all the nations of the earth. 2And all these blessings shall come upon you and sovertake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. 3Blessed shall you be in the city, and tblessed shall you be in the field. 4Blessed shall be uthe fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 5Blessed shall be your basket and your vkneading bowl. 6Blessed shall you be wwhen you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

 7The LORD xwill cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 8The LORD ywill command the blessing on you in your barns and zin all that you undertake. aAnd he will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 9bThe LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10And call the peoples of the earth shall see that you are dcalled by the name of the LORD, and they shall be eafraid of you. 11And fthe LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in uthe fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. 12The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, gto give the rain to your land in its season and hto bless all the work of your hands. And iyou shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13And the LORD will make you jthe head and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, being careful to do them, 14kand if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I command you today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Curses for Disobedience

 15But lif you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and movertake you. 16Cursed shall you be nin the city, and cursed shall you be in the field. 17Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 19Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

 20The LORD owill send on you curses, confusion, and pfrustration in all that you undertake to do, quntil you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken me. 21The LORD will make rthe pestilence stick to you until he has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 22sThe LORD will strike you with wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought[1] and with tblight and with mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish. 23And uthe heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. 24The LORD will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you until you are destroyed.

 25vThe LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them. And you wshall be a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26And xyour dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and for the beasts of the earth, and ythere shall be no one to frighten them away. 27The LORD will strike you zwith the boils of Egypt, and with tumors and ascabs and itch, of which you cannot be healed. 28The LORD will strike you with bmadness and blindness and confusion of mind, 29and you shall cgrope at noonday, as the blind grope in darkness, and you shall not prosper in your ways.[2] And you shall be only oppressed and robbed continually, and there shall be no one to help you. 30dYou shall betroth a wife, but another man shall ravish her. eYou shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it. fYou shall plant a vineyard, but you shall not enjoy its fruit. 31Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat any of it. Your donkey shall be seized before your face, but shall not be restored to you. Your sheep shall be given to your enemies, but there shall be no one to help you. 32gYour sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on and fail with longing for them all day long, hbut you shall be helpless. 33A nation that you have not known shall eat up the fruit of your ground and of all your labors, and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually, 34so that you are driven mad iby the sights that your eyes see. 35The LORD will strike you on the knees and on the legs jwith grievous boils of which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head.

 36The LORD will kbring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you lnor your fathers have known. And mthere you shall serve other gods of wood and stone. 37And you shall become na horror, a proverb, and a byword among all the peoples where the LORD will lead you away. 38oYou shall carry much seed into the field and shall gather in little, for pthe locust shall consume it. 39qYou shall plant vineyards and dress them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat them. 40You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you rshall not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives shall drop off. 41You shall father sons and daughters, but they shall not be yours, for sthey shall go into captivity. 42pThe cricket[3] shall possess all your trees and the fruit of your ground. 43tThe sojourner who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. 44uHe shall lend to you, and you shall not lend to him. tHe shall be the head, and you shall be the tail.

 45vAll these curses shall come upon you and pursue you and overtake you till you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that he commanded you. 46They shall be wa sign and a wonder against you and your offspring forever. 47xBecause you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all things, 48therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he ywill put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you. 49zThe LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth, aswooping down like the eagle, a nation bwhose language you do not understand, 50a hard-faced nation cwho shall not respect the old or show mercy to the young. 51It shall deat the offspring of your cattle and the fruit of your ground, until you are destroyed; it also shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your herds or the young of your flock, until they have caused you to perish.

 52They shall ebesiege you in all your towns, until your high and fortified walls, in which you trusted, come down throughout all your land. And they shall besiege you in all your towns throughout all your land, which the LORD your God has given you. 53And fyou shall eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your sons and daughters, whom the LORD your God has given you, gin the siege and in the distress with which your enemies shall distress you. 54The man who is the most tender and refined among you will hbegrudge food to his brother, to ithe wife he embraces,[4] and to the last of the children whom he has left, 55so that he will not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children whom he is eating, because he has nothing else left, jin the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in all your towns. 56kThe most tender and refined woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because she is so delicate and tender, will begrudge to the husband she embraces,[5] to her son and to her daughter, 57her afterbirth that comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears, because lacking everything she will eat them secretly, jin the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in your towns.

 58If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, lthe LORD your God, 59then the LORD will bring on you and your offspring extraordinary afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 60And he will bring upon you again all mthe diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you. 61Every sickness also and every affliction that is not recorded in the book of this law, the LORD will bring upon you, until you are destroyed. 62Whereas nyou were as numerous oas the stars of heaven, you shall be left few in number, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God. 63And as the LORD ptook delight in doing you good and multiplying you, so the LORD will qtake delight in bringing ruin upon you and destroying you. And you shall be plucked off the land that you are entering to take possession of it.

 64And the LORD rwill scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and sthere you shall serve other gods tof wood and stone, uwhich neither you nor your fathers have known. 65And vamong these nations you shall find no respite, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot, but wthe LORD will give you there a trembling heart and failing eyes and xa languishing soul. 66Your life shall hang in doubt before you. Night and day you shall be in dread and have no assurance of your life. 67yIn the morning you shall say, If only it were evening! and at evening you shall say, If only it were morning! because of the dread that your heart shall feel, and zthe sights that your eyes shall see. 68And the LORD awill bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey that I promised that byou should never make again; and there you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.

The Covenant Renewed in Moab

 DEUTERONOMY 29 [1] These are the words of the covenant that the LORD commanded Moses to make with the people of Israel cin the land of Moab, besides dthe covenant that he had made with them at Horeb.

 2[2] And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: eYou have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 3the great ftrials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders. 4But to this day gthe LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. 5hI have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet. 6iYou have not eaten bread, and you have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you may know that I am the LORD your God. 7And when you came to this place, jSihon the king of Heshbon and Og the king of Bashan came out against us to battle, but we defeated them. 8We took their land and kgave it for an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of the Manassites. 9lTherefore keep the words of this covenant and do them, that you may prosper[3] in all that you do.

 10You are standing today all of you before the LORD your God: the heads of your tribes,[4] your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, 11your little ones, your wives, and the msojourner who is in your camp, from nthe one who chops your wood to the one who draws your water, 12so that you may enter into the osworn covenant of the LORD your God, which the LORD your God is making with you today, 13that he may pestablish you today as his people, and that qhe may be your God, as he promised you, and ras he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 14It is not with you alone sthat I am making this sworn covenant, 15but with whoever is standing here with us today before the LORD our God, tand with whoever is not here with us today.

 16You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the midst of the nations through which you passed. 17And you have seen their detestable things, their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, which were among them. 18Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or clan or tribe whose heart is turning away today from the LORD our God to go and serve the gods of those nations. Beware lest there be among you ua root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit, 19one who, when he hears the words of this sworn covenant, blesses himself in his heart, saying, I shall be safe, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart. This will lead to the sweeping away of moist and dry alike. 20The LORD will not be willing to forgive him, but rather vthe anger of the LORD and whis jealousy will smoke against that man, and the curses written in this book will settle upon him, and the LORD xwill blot out his name from under heaven. 21And the LORD will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for calamity, in accordance with all the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 22And the next generation, your children who rise up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a far land, ywill say, when they see the afflictions of that land and the sicknesses with which the LORD has made it sick 23the whole land burned out with brimstone and zsalt, nothing sown and nothing growing, where no plant can sprout, aan overthrow like that of Sodom and Gomorrah, bAdmah, and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger and wrath 24all the nations cwill say, dWhy has the LORD done thus to this land? What caused the heat of this great anger? 25Then people will say, It is because they abandoned the covenant of the LORD, the God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them out of the land of Egypt, 26and went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they had not known and whom he had not allotted to them. 27Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, ebringing upon it all the curses written in this book, 28and the LORD fuprooted them from their land in anger and fury and great wrath, and gcast them into another land, as they are this day.

 29The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.

Repentance and Forgiveness

 DEUTERONOMY 30 hAnd iwhen all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and jyou call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you, 2and kreturn to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3then the LORD your God lwill restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will mgather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. 4nIf your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there he will take you. 5And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, that you may possess it. oAnd he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 6And pthe LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, qso that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 7And the LORD your God will put all these curses on your foes and enemies who persecuted you. 8And you shall again obey the voice of the LORD and keep all his commandments that I command you today. 9rThe LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of your hand, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your cattle and in the fruit of your ground. sFor the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers, 10when you obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

The Choice of Life and Death

 11For this commandment that I command you today tis not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 12uIt is not in heaven, that you should say, Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it? 13Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it? 14But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.

 15See, vI have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God[1] that I command you today, wby loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules,[2] then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if xyour heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18yI declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, zblessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice aand holding fast to him, for bhe is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in cthe land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

Joshua to Succeed Moses

 DEUTERONOMY 31 So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel. 2And he said to them, I am d120 years old today. I am no longer able to ego out and come in. The LORD has said to me, fYou shall not go over this Jordan. 3The LORD your God ghimself will go over before you. He will destroy these nations before you, so that you shall dispossess them, and Joshua will go over at your head, has the LORD has spoken. 4And the LORD will do to them ias he did to Sihon jand Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when he destroyed them. 5And the LORD will give them over to you, and you shall do to them kaccording to the whole commandment that I have commanded you. 6lBe strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, mfor it is the LORD your God who goes with you. nHe will not leave you or forsake you.

 7Then oMoses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, lBe strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land that the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall put them in possession of it. 8It is the LORD pwho goes before you. He will be with you; nhe will not leave you or forsake you. qDo not fear or be dismayed.

The Reading of the Law

 9Then Moses rwrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, swho carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. 10And Moses commanded them, tAt the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at uthe Feast of Booths, 11when all Israel comes vto appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose, wyou shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 12xAssemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13and that their children, ywho have not known it, zmay hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, aas long as you live in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.

Joshua Commissioned to Lead Israel

 14And the LORD said to Moses, bBehold, the days approach when you must die. Call Joshua and present yourselves in the tent of meeting, that cI may commission him. And Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting. 15And dthe LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of cloud stood over the entrance of the tent.

 16And the LORD said to Moses, bBehold, you are about to lie down with your fathers. Then this people will rise and ewhore after the foreign gods among them in the land that they are entering, and they will fforsake me and gbreak my covenant that I have made with them. 17Then my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and hI will forsake them and ihide my face from them, and they will be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day, jHave not these evils come upon us because kour God is not among us? 18And I will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil that they have done, because lthey have turned to other gods.

 19Now therefore write mthis song and nteach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this song may be oa witness for me against the people of Israel. 20For when I have brought them into the land pflowing with milk and honey, which I swore to give to their fathers, and they have eaten and are full and qgrown fat, rthey will turn to other gods and serve them, and sdespise me and gbreak my covenant. 21And when many evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall confront them as ta witness (for it will live unforgotten in the mouths of their offspring). For uI know what they are inclined to do even today, before I have brought them into the land that I swore to give. 22So Moses wrote this song the same day and taught it to the people of Israel.

 23vAnd the LORD[1] commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said, wBe strong and courageous, for you shall bring the people of Israel into the land that I swore to give them. xI will be with you.

 24When Moses had finished ywriting the words of this law in a book to the very end, 25Moses commanded zthe Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 26Take this Book of the Law aand put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for ba witness against you. 27For I know how rebellious and cstubborn you are. Behold, even today while I am yet alive with you, dyou have been rebellious against the LORD. How much more after my death! 28Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes and your officers, that I may speak ethese words in their ears and fcall heaven and earth to witness against them. 29For I know that after my death gyou will surely act corruptly and turn aside from the way that I have commanded you. And hin the days to come ievil will befall you, because you will do what is evil in the sight of the LORD, jprovoking him to anger through the work of your hands.

The Song of Moses

 30Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the assembly of Israel:

 DEUTERONOMY 32  Give ear, kO heavens, and I will speak,

and let lthe earth hear the words of my mouth.

2 May mmy teaching drop as the rain,

my speech distill as the dew,

like gentle rain upon the tender grass,

and nlike showers upon the herb.

3 For I will proclaim the name of the LORD;

ascribe ogreatness to our God!

 4 pThe Rock, qhis work is perfect,

for rall his ways are justice.

A God of faithfulness and swithout iniquity,

just and upright is he.

5 They have dealt corruptly with him;

they are no longer his children tbecause they are blemished;

they are ua crooked and twisted generation.

6 Do you thus repay the LORD,

you foolish and senseless people?

Is not he vyour father, who wcreated you,

who xmade you and established you?

7 yRemember the days of old;

consider the years of many generations;

zask your father, and he will show you,

your elders, and they will tell you.

8 When the Most High agave to the nations their inheritance,

when he bdivided mankind,

he fixed the borders[1] of the peoples

according to the number of the sons of God.[2]

9 But the LORDs portion is his people,

Jacob his allotted heritage.

 10 He found him cin a desert land,

and in the howling waste of the wilderness;

he dencircled him, he cared for him,

he ekept him as the apple of his eye.

11 fLike an eagle that stirs up its nest,

that flutters over its young,

spreading out its wings, catching them,

bearing them on its pinions,

12 gthe LORD alone guided him,

hno foreign god was with him.

13 iHe made him ride on the high places of the land,

and he ate the produce of the field,

and he suckled him with jhoney out of the rock,

and koil out of lthe flinty rock.

14 Curds from the herd, and milk from the flock,

with fat[3] of lambs,

rams of Bashan and goats,

with the very finest[4] of the wheat

and you drank foaming wine made from mthe blood of the grape.

 15 But nJeshurun grew fat, and okicked;

pyou grew fat, stout, and sleek;

qthen he forsook God rwho made him

and scoffed at sthe Rock of his salvation.

16 tThey stirred him to jealousy with strange gods;

with abominations they provoked him to anger.

17 uThey sacrificed to demons that were no gods,

to gods they had never known,

to vnew gods that had come recently,

whom your fathers had never dreaded.

18 You were unmindful of wthe Rock that bore[5] you,

and you xforgot the God who gave you birth.

 19 yThe LORD saw it and spurned them,

because of the provocation of zhis sons and his daughters.

20 And he said, aI will hide my face from them;

I will see what their end will be,

for they are a perverse generation,

children in whom is no faithfulness.

21 bThey have made me jealous with what is no god;

they have provoked me to anger cwith their idols.

So dI will make them jealous with those who are no people;

I will provoke them to anger with ea foolish nation.

22 For fa fire is kindled by my anger,

and it burns to gthe depths of Sheol,

devours the earth and its increase,

and sets on fire the foundations of the mountains.

 23 And I will heap disasters upon them;

hI will spend my arrows on them;

24 they shall be wasted with hunger,

and devoured by plague

and poisonous pestilence;

I will send ithe teeth of beasts against them,

with the venom of jthings that crawl in the dust.

25 kOutdoors the sword shall bereave,

and indoors terror,

for young man and woman alike,

the nursing child with the man of gray hairs.

26 lI would have said, I will cut them to pieces;

mI will wipe them from human memory,

27 had I not feared provocation by the enemy,

lest their adversaries should misunderstand,

lest they should say, nOur hand is triumphant,

it was not the LORD who did all this.

 28 For they are a nation void of counsel,

and there is ono understanding in them.

29 pIf they were wise, they would understand this;

they would qdiscern their latter end!

30 How could rone have chased a thousand,

and two have put ten thousand to flight,

unless their Rock shad sold them,

and the LORD had given them up?

31 For ttheir rock is not as our Rock;

uour enemies are by themselves.

32 For their vine vcomes from the vine of Sodom

and from the fields of Gomorrah;

their grapes are grapes of wpoison;

their clusters are bitter;

33 their wine is the poison of xserpents

and the cruel venom of asps.

 34 Is not this laid up in store with me,

ysealed up in my treasuries?

35 zVengeance is mine, and recompense,[6]

afor the time when their foot shall slip;

for bthe day of their calamity is at hand,

and their doom comes swiftly.

36 For cthe LORD will vindicate[7] his people

dand have compassion on his servants,

when he sees that their power is gone

and there is none remaining, ebond or free.

37 Then he will say, fWhere are their gods,

gthe rock in which they took refuge,

38 who ate the fat of their sacrifices

and drank the wine of their drink offering?

Let them rise up and help you;

let them be your protection!

 39 See now that hI, even I, am he,

and there is no god beside me;

iI kill and I make alive;

jI wound and I heal;

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.

40 For kI lift up my hand to heaven

and swear, As I live forever,

41 if I lsharpen my flashing sword[8]

and my hand takes hold on judgment,

I will take vengeance on my adversaries

and will repay those who hate me.

42 I will make my arrows drunk with blood,

and mmy sword shall devour flesh

with the blood of the slain and the captives,

from the nlong-haired heads of the enemy.

 43 oRejoice with him, O heavens;[9]

bow down to him, all gods,[10]

for he pavenges the blood of his children[11]

and takes vengeance on his adversaries.

He repays those who hate him[12]

and cleanses[13] his peoples land.[14]

 44Moses came and recited all the words of this song in the hearing of the people, he and qJoshua[15] the son of Nun. 45And when Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 46he said to them, rTake to heart all the words by which I am warning you today, sthat you may command them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law. 47For it is no empty word for you, tbut your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.

Moses Death Foretold

 48That very day the LORD spoke to Moses, 49Go up uthis mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, opposite Jericho, and view the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel for a possession. 50And die on the mountain which you go up, and be gathered to your people, as vAaron your brother died in Mount Hor and was gathered to his people, 51wbecause you broke faith with me in the midst of the people of Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat me as holy in the midst of the people of Israel. 52For xyou shall see the land before you, but you shall not go there, into the land that I am giving to the people of Israel.

Moses Final Blessing on Israel

 DEUTERONOMY 33 This is the blessing with which Moses ythe man of God blessed the people of Israel before his death. 2He said,

 zThe LORD came from Sinai

and dawned from Seir upon us;[1]

he shone forth from Mount Paran;

he came afrom the ten thousands of holy ones,

with flaming fire[2] at his right hand.

3 Yes, bhe loved his people,[3]

call his holy ones were in his[4] hand;

dso they followed[5] in your steps,

receiving direction from you,

4 when eMoses commanded us a law,

as a possession for the assembly of Jacob.

5 Thus the LORD[6] fbecame king in gJeshurun,

when the heads of the people were gathered,

all the tribes of Israel together.

 6 hLet Reuben live, and not die,

but let his men be few.

 7And this he said of Judah:

 Hear, O LORD, the voice of Judah,

and bring him in to his people.

With your hands contend[7] for him,

and be a help against his adversaries.

 8And iof Levi he said,

 Give to Levi[8] jyour Thummim,

and your Urim to your godly one,

kwhom you tested at Massah,

with whom you quarreled at the waters of Meribah;

9 who said of his father and mother,

I regard them not;

lhe disowned his brothers

and ignored his children.

For mthey observed your word

and kept your covenant.

10 nThey shall teach Jacob your rules

and Israel your law;

othey shall put incense before you

and pwhole burnt offerings on your altar.

11 Bless, O LORD, his substance,

and qaccept the work of his hands;

crush the loins of his adversaries,

of those who hate him, that they rise not again.

 12rOf Benjamin he said,

 The beloved of the LORD dwells in safety.

The High God[9] surrounds him all day long,

and dwells between his shoulders.

 13And sof Joseph he said,

 tBlessed by the LORD be his land,

with the choicest gifts of heaven uabove,[10]

and of the deep that crouches beneath,

14 with the choicest fruits of the sun

and the rich yield of the months,

15 with the finest produce of the ancient mountains

and the abundance of vthe everlasting hills,

16 with the best gifts of the earth and wits fullness

and the favor of xhim who dwells in the bush.

May these rest on the head of Joseph,

on the pate of him who is prince among his brothers.

17 yA firstborn bull[11]he has majesty,

and his horns are the horns of a zwild ox;

with them ahe shall gore the peoples,

all of them, to the ends of the earth;

bthey are the ten thousands of Ephraim,

and they are the thousands of Manasseh.

 18And of Zebulun he said,

 cRejoice, Zebulun, in your going out,

and Issachar, in your tents.

19 They shall call peoples dto their mountain;

there they offer eright sacrifices;

for they draw from the abundance of the seas

and the hidden treasures of the sand.

 20And fof Gad he said,

 Blessed be he who enlarges Gad!

Gad crouches glike a lion;

he tears off arm and scalp.

21 hHe chose the best of the land for himself,

for there a commanders portion was reserved;

and ihe came with the heads of the people,

with Israel he executed the justice of the LORD,

and his judgments for Israel.

 22And jof Dan he said,

 kDan is a lions cub

lthat leaps from Bashan.

 23And mof Naphtali he said,

 O Naphtali, sated with favor,

and full of the blessing of the LORD,

npossess the lake[12] and the south.

 24And oof Asher he said,

 Most blessed of sons be Asher;

let him be the favorite of his brothers,

and let him pdip his foot in oil.

25 Your bars shall be iron and bronze,

and as your days, so shall your strength be.

 26 qThere is none like God, O rJeshurun,

swho rides through the heavens to your help,

through the skies in his majesty.

27 The eternal God is your tdwelling place,[13]

and underneath are the everlasting arms.[14]

And he thrust out the enemy before you

and said, Destroy.

28 So Israel lived in safety,

uJacob lived valone,[15]

in a land of grain and wine,

whose heavens drop down dew.

29 Happy are you, O Israel! wWho is like you,

a people xsaved by the LORD,

ythe shield of your help,

and the sword of your triumph!

Your enemies shall come fawning to you,

and you shall tread upon their backs.

The Death of Moses

 DEUTERONOMY 34 Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab ato Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah bas far as the western sea, 3cthe Negeb, and dthe Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho ethe city of palm trees, as far as fZoar. 4And the LORD said to him, gThis is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, I will give it to your offspring. hI have let you see it with your eyes, but iyou shall not go over there. 5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, 6and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but jno one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7kMoses was 120 years old when he died. lHis eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8And the people of Israel mwept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.

 9And Joshua the son of Nun was full of nthe spirit of wisdom, for oMoses had laid his hands on him. So pthe people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10And there has not qarisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, rwhom the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all sthe signs and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 12and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 2

[1] 2:21 Hebrew them

[2] 2:34 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 3

[1] 3:6 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); twice in this verse

[2] 3:11 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[3] 3:11 Hebrew cubit of a man


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Or just decrees; also verses 5, 8, 14, 45

[2] 4:13 Hebrew words

[3] 4:37 Hebrew his offspring after him

[4] 4:48 Syriac; Hebrew Sion


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 5

[1] 5:7 Or besides

[2] 5:10 Or to the thousandth generation

[3] 5:15 Or servant

[4] 5:17 The Hebrew word also covers causing human death through carelessness or negligence

[5] 5:29 Or sons


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Or just decrees; also verse 20

[2] 6:4 Or The LORD our God is one LORD; or The LORD is our God, the LORD is one; or The LORD is our God, the LORD alone


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

[2] 7:22 Or quickly

[3] 7:26 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); twice in this verse


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 8

[1] 8:3 Hebrew by all


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 9

[1] 9:16 Hebrew cast metal


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 10

[1] 10:4 Hebrew words

[2] 10:6 Or the wells of the Bene-jaakan


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 11

[1] 11:2 Or instruction

[2] 11:10 Hebrew watered it with your feet

[3] 11:14 Samaritan, Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew I; also verse 15

[4] 11:24 Hebrew and

[5] 11:30 Septuagint, Syriac; see Genesis 12:6. Hebrew oaks, or terebinths


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 12

[1] 12:5 Or name as its habitation

[2] 12:32 Ch 13:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 13

[1] 13:5 Or evil person

[2] 13:6 Hebrew the wife of your bosom

[3] 13:15 That is, setting apart (devoting) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 14

[1] 14:5 Or addax

[2] 14:12 The identity of many of these birds is uncertain


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 15

[1] 15:9 Or be evil; also verse 10

[2] 15:12 Or sells himself

[3] 15:17 Or servant; the Hebrew term ebed designates a range of social and economic roles (see Preface)

[4] 15:17 Or servant


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 17

[1] 17:7 Septuagint drive out; also verse 12

[2] 17:7 Or evil person; also verse 12

[3] 17:18 Hebrew from before


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 18

[1] 18:1 Or the offerings by fire to the LORD

[2] 18:1 Hebrew his

[3] 18:6 Or livesif he comes enthusiastically

[4] 18:8 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[5] 18:10 Hebrew makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire

[6] 18:20 Or and


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 19

[1] 19:3 Hebrew road

[2] 19:13 Or the blood of the innocent

[3] 19:19 Or evil person


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 20

[1] 20:17 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 21

[1] 21:15 Or hated; also verses 16, 17


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 22

[1] 22:9 Hebrew become holy

[2] 22:18 Or discipline

[3] 22:19 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[4] 22:19 Or girl of marriageable age

[5] 22:30 Ch 23:1 in Hebrew

[6] 22:30 Hebrew uncover his father's skirt


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 23

[1] 23:15 Or servant; the Hebrew term ebed designates a range of social and economic roles (see Preface)

[2] 23:18 Or male prostitute


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 24

[1] 24:8 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 25

[1] 25:10 Hebrew its name

[2] 25:15 Or just, or righteous; twice in this verse


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 26

[1] 26:8 Hebrew with great terror


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 27

[1] 27:6 Hebrew whole

[2] 27:20 Hebrew uncovered his father's skirt


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 28

[1] 28:22 Or sword

[2] 28:29 Or shall not succeed in finding your ways

[3] 28:42 Identity uncertain

[4] 28:54 Hebrew the wife of his bosom

[5] 28:56 Hebrew the husband of her bosom


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 29

[1] 29:1 Ch 28:69 in Hebrew

[2] 29:2 Ch 29:1 in Hebrew

[3] 29:9 Or deal wisely

[4] 29:10 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew your heads, your tribes


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 30

[1] 30:16 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God

[2] 30:16 Or his just decrees


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 31

[1] 31:23 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 32

[1] 32:8 Or territories

[2] 32:8 Compare Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text sons of Israel

[3] 32:14 That is, with the best

[4] 32:14 Hebrew with the kidney fat

[5] 32:18 Or fathered

[6] 32:35 Septuagint and I will repay

[7] 32:36 Septuagint judge

[8] 32:41 Hebrew the lightning of my sword

[9] 32:43 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text Rejoice his people, O nations

[10] 32:43 Masoretic Text lacks bow down to him, all gods

[11] 32:43 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text servants

[12] 32:43 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text lacks He repays those who hate him

[13] 32:43 Or atones for

[14] 32:43 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew his land his people

[15] 32:44 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew Hoshea


Footnotes for Deuteronomy, Chapter 33

[1] 33:2 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew them

[2] 33:2 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 33:3 Septuagint; Hebrew peoples

[4] 33:3 Hebrew your

[5] 33:3 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[6] 33:5 Hebrew Thus he

[7] 33:7 Probable reading; Hebrew With his hands he contended

[8] 33:8 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text lacks Give to Levi

[9] 33:12 Septuagint; Hebrew dwells in safety by him. He

[10] 33:13 Two Hebrew manuscripts and Targum; Hebrew with the dew

[11] 33:17 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Samaritan; Masoretic Text His firstborn bull

[12] 33:23 Or west

[13] 33:27 Or a dwelling place

[14] 33:27 Revocalization of verse 27 yields He subdues the ancient gods, and shatters the forces of old

[15] 33:28 Hebrew the abode of Jacob was alone
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God Commissions Joshua

 JOSHUA 1 After the death of Moses the aservant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses bassistant, 2Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3cEvery place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4dFrom the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5eNo man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just fas I was with Moses, so gI will be with you. hI will not leave you or forsake you. 6iBe strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be strong and jvery courageous, being careful to do according to all the law kthat Moses my servant commanded you. lDo not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success[1] wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but myou shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9Have I not commanded you? nBe strong and courageous. oDo not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.

Joshua Assumes Command

 10And Joshua commanded the pofficers of the people, 11Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, Prepare your provisions, for qwithin three days ryou are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.

 12And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13Remember the word that sMoses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, The LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land. 14Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, 15tuntil the LORD gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving them. uThen you shall return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.

 16And they answered Joshua, All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God vbe with you, as he was with Moses! 18Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. wOnly be strong and courageous.

Rahab Hides the Spies

 JOSHUA 2 And Joshua the son of Nun xsent[1] two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, Go, view the land, especially Jericho. And they went and came into the house of ya prostitute whose name was zRahab and lodged there. 2And it was told to the king of Jericho, Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land. 3Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land. 4But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them. 6But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan aas far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out.

 8Before the men[2] lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9and said to the men, I know that the LORD has given you the land, band that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land cmelt away before you. 10For we have heard how the LORD ddried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and ewhat you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to fSihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction.[3] 11And gas soon as we heard it, hour hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for ithe LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my fathers house, and jgive me a sure sign 13that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death. 14And the men said to her, Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD gives us the land kwe will deal kindly and faithfully with you.

 15Then she llet them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16And she said[4] to them, Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide there three days until the pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your way. 17The men said to her, We will be guiltless with respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18mBehold, when we come into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, nand you shall gather into your house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your fathers household. 19Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house into the street, ohis blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head. 20But if you ptell this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath that you have made us swear. 21And she said, According to your words, so be it. Then she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.

 22They departed and went into the hills and remained there three days until the pursuers returned, and the pursuers searched all along the way and found nothing. 23Then the two men returned. They came down from the hills and qpassed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and they told him all that had happened to them. 24And they said to Joshua, Truly rthe LORD has given all the land into our hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the land smelt away because of us.

Israel Crosses the Jordan

 JOSHUA 3 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out tfrom Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2uAt the end of three days the officers went through the camp 3and commanded the people, As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by vthe Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4wYet there shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits[1] in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before. 5Then Joshua said to the people, xConsecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 6And Joshua said to the priests, yTake up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people. So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

 7The LORD said to Joshua, Today I will begin to zexalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, aas I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8And as for you, command bthe priests who bear the ark of the covenant, When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, cyou shall stand still in the Jordan. 9And Joshua said to the people of Israel, Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. 10And Joshua said, Here is how you shall know that dthe living God is among you and that he will without fail edrive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11Behold, the ark of the covenant of fthe Lord of all the earth[2] gis passing over before you into the Jordan. 12Now therefore htake twelve men from the tribes of Israel, ifrom each tribe a man. 13And jwhen the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, fthe Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall kstand in one heap.

 14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing lthe ark of the covenant before the people, 15and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and mthe feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now nthe Jordan overflows all its banks othroughout the time of harvest), 16the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside pZarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of qthe Arabah, rthe Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, sand all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan.

Twelve Memorial Stones from the Jordan

 JOSHUA 4 When all the nation had finished passing tover the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 2uTake twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3and command them, saying, Take vtwelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place wwhere the priests feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in xthe place where you lodge tonight. 4Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5And Joshua said to them, Pass on before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6that this may be a sign among you. yWhen your children ask in time to come, What do those stones mean to you? 7then you shall tell them that zthe waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of Israel aa memorial forever.

 8And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the LORD told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged and laid them down[1] there. 9And Joshua set up[2] twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, bin the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. 10For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua.

The people passed over in haste. 11And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark of the LORD and the priests passed over before the people. 12The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh cpassed over armed before the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13About 40,000 ready for war passed over before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 14On that day the LORD dexalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.

 15And the LORD said to Joshua, 16Command the priests bearing ethe ark of the testimony to come up out of the Jordan. 17So Joshua commanded the priests, Come up out of the Jordan. 18And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, fas before.

 19The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at gGilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20And hthose twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21And he said to the people of Israel, iWhen your children ask their fathers in times to come, What do these stones mean? 22then you shall let your children know, jIsrael passed over this Jordan on dry ground. 23For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, kwhich he dried up for us until we passed over, 24lso that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mmighty, that you may nfear the LORD your God forever.[3]

The New Generation Circumcised

 JOSHUA 5 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites owho were by the sea, pheard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their hearts qmelted and rthere was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.

 2At that time the LORD said to Joshua, Make sflint knives and circumcise the sons of Israel a second time. 3So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth.[1] 4And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: tall the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6For the people of Israel walked uforty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD vswore to them that he would not let them see the land that the LORD had sworn to their fathers to give to us, wa land flowing with milk and honey. 7So it was xtheir children, whom he raised up in their place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the way.

 8When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in their places in the camp until they were healed. 9And the LORD said to Joshua, Today I have rolled away the yreproach of Egypt from you. And so the name of that place is called zGilgal[2] to this day.

First Passover in Canaan

 10While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover aon the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. 11And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12And bthe manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

The Commander of the LORDs Army

 13When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, ca man was standing before him dwith his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, Are you for us, or for our adversaries? 14And he said, No; but I am the commander of the army of the LORD. Now I have come. And Joshua efell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, What does my lord say to his servant? 15And the commander of the LORDs army said to Joshua, fTake off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy. And Joshua did so.

The Fall of Jericho

 JOSHUA 6 Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, and none came in. 2And the LORD said to Joshua, See, gI have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4Seven priests shall bear seven htrumpets of irams horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and jthe priests shall blow the trumpets. 5And when they make a long blast with the rams horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat,[1] and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him. 6So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, Take up the ark of the covenant and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams horns before the ark of the LORD. 7And he said to the people, Go forward. March around the city and let kthe armed men pass on before the ark of the LORD.

 8And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams horns before the LORD went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the LORD following them. 9The armed men were walking before the priests who were blowing the trumpets, and the lrear guard was walking after the ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10But Joshua commanded the people, You shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout. 11So he caused the ark of the LORD to circle the city, going about it once. And they came into the camp and spent the night in the camp.

 12Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and mthe priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams horns before the ark of the LORD walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men were walking before them, and the rear guard was walking after the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets blew continually. 14And the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did for six days.

 15On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. 16And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, Shout, for the LORD has given you the city. 17And the city and all that is within it shall be ndevoted to the LORD for destruction.[2] Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she ohid the messengers whom we sent. 18But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel pa thing for destruction and qbring trouble upon it. 19But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD. 20So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and rthe wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. 21Then they sdevoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword.

 22But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, Go into the prostitutes house and bring out from there the woman and all who belong to her, tas you swore to her. 23So the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab and uher father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. And they brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel. 24And they burned the city with fire, and everything in it. vOnly the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 25But Rahab the prostitute and her fathers household and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved alive. And wshe has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

 26Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, xCursed before the LORD be the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho.

 At the cost of his firstborn shall he

lay its foundation,

and at the cost of his youngest son

shall he set up its gates.

 27ySo the LORD was with Joshua, and zhis fame was in all the land.

Israel Defeated at Ai

 JOSHUA 7 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for aAchan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the LORD burned against the people of Israel.

 2Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near bBeth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, Go up and spy out the land. And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3And they returned to Joshua and said to him, Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few. 4So about three thousand men went up there from the people. And cthey fled before the men of Ai, 5and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people dmelted and became as water.

 6Then Joshua etore his clothes and ffell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put gdust on their heads. 7And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD, hwhy have you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8O Lord, what can I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and icut off our name from the earth. And what will you do for your great name?

The Sin of Achan

 10The LORD said to Joshua, Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11Israel has sinned; they have jtransgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the kdevoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12lTherefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They mturn their backs before their enemies, because they have become ndevoted for destruction.[1] I will be with you no more, unless you destroy othe devoted things from among you. 13Get up! Consecrate the people and say, pConsecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God of Israel, There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you. 14In the morning therefore you shall be brought near qby your tribes. And the tribe that the LORD takes by lot shall come near by clans. And the clan that the LORD takes shall come near by households. And the household that the LORD takes shall come near man by man. 15rAnd he who is taken with the devoted things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has stransgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he has done tan outrageous thing in Israel.

 16So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the uZerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19Then Joshua said to Achan, My son, vgive glory to the LORD God of Israel and wgive praise[2] to him. And xtell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me. 20And Achan answered Joshua, Truly yI have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what I did: 21when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels,[3] then I coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.

 22So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. 23And they took them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid them down before the LORD. 24And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the zValley of Achor. 25And Joshua said, Why did you abring trouble on us? The LORD brings trouble on you today. And all Israel bstoned him with stones. cThey burned them with fire and stoned them with stones. 26And they raised over him da great heap of stones that remains to this day. Then ethe LORD turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.[4]

The Fall of Ai

 JOSHUA 8 And the LORD said to Joshua, fDo not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, gI have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. 2And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did hto Jericho and its king. Only iits spoil and its livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the city, behind it.

 3So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out by night. 4And he commanded them, Behold, jyou shall lie in ambush against the city, behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you remain ready. 5And I and all the people who are with me will approach the city. And when they come out against us kjust as before, we shall flee before them. 6And they will come out after us, until we have ldrawn them away from the city. For they will say, They are fleeing from us, just as before. So we will flee before them. 7Then you shall rise up from the ambush and seize the city, for the LORD your God will give it into your hand. 8And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the city on fire. You shall do according to the word of the LORD. mSee, I have commanded you. 9So Joshua sent them out. And they went to the place of ambush and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that night among the people.

 10Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. 11And nall the fighting men who were with him went up and drew near before the city and encamped on the north side of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. 12He took about 5,000 men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13So they stationed the forces, the main encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua spent that night in the valley. 14And as soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the men of the city, hurried and went out early to the appointed place[1] toward othe Arabah to meet Israel in battle. pBut he did not know that there was an ambush against him behind the city. 15And Joshua and all Israel qpretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of the wilderness. 16So all the people who were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they rwere drawn away from the city. 17Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left the city open and pursued Israel.

 18Then the LORD said to Joshua, sStretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand. And Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city. 19And the men in the ambush rose quickly out of their place, and as soon as he had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set the city on fire. 20So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. 21And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 22And the others came out from the city against them, so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck them down, until there was tleft none that survived or escaped. 23But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him near to Joshua.

 24When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness where they pursued them, and all of them to the very last had fallen by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it down with the edge of the sword. 25And all who fell that day, both men and women, were 12,000, all the people of Ai. 26But Joshua did not draw back his hand with which he ustretched out the javelin until he had devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to destruction.[2] 27Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as their plunder, according to the word of the LORD that he vcommanded Joshua. 28So Joshua burned Ai and made it forever a wheap of ruins, as it is to this day. 29xAnd he hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. yAnd at sunset Joshua commanded, and they took his body down from the tree and threw it at the entrance of the gate of the city and zraised over it a great heap of stones, which stands there to this day.

Joshua Renews the Covenant

 30At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, aon Mount Ebal, 31just as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, an altar of uncut stones, upon which no man has wielded an iron tool. And they offered on it burnt offerings to the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings. 32And there, in the presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on bthe stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written. 33And all Israel, csojourner as well as native born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests dwho carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, ejust as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded at the first, to bless the people of Israel. 34And afterward fhe read all the words of the law, gthe blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. 35There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, hand the women, and the little ones, and ithe sojourners who lived[3] among them.

The Gibeonite Deception

 JOSHUA 9 As soon as all the kings who were beyond the Jordan jin the hill country and in the lowland all along the coast kof the Great Sea toward Lebanon, lthe Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, heard of this, 2they gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and Israel.

 3But when the inhabitants of mGibeon heard what Joshua had done nto Jericho and oto Ai, 4they on their part acted with cunning and went and made ready provisions and took worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out and torn and mended, 5with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes. And all their provisions were dry and crumbly. 6And they went to Joshua in pthe camp at Gilgal and said to him and to the men of Israel, We have come from a distant country, so now make a covenant with us. 7But the men of Israel said to qthe Hivites, Perhaps you live among us; then rhow can we make a covenant with you? 8They said to Joshua, sWe are your servants. And Joshua said to them, Who are you? And where do you come from? 9They said to him, tFrom a very distant country your servants have come, because of the name of the LORD your God. uFor we have heard a report of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 10vand all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who lived in wAshtaroth. 11So our elders and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, Take provisions in your hand for the journey and go to meet them and say to them, We are your servants. Come now, make a covenant with us. 12Here is our bread. It was still warm when we took it from our houses as our food for the journey on the day we set out to come to you, but now, behold, it is dry and crumbly. 13These wineskins were new when we filled them, and behold, they have burst. And these garments and sandals of ours are worn out from the very long journey. 14So the men took some of their provisions, but xdid not ask counsel from the LORD. 15And Joshua ymade peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let them live, and the leaders of the congregation swore to them.

 16At the end of three days after they had made a covenant with them, they heard that they were their neighbors zand that they lived among them. 17And the people of Israel set out and reached their cities on the third day. aNow their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 18But the people of Israel did not attack them, because the leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel. Then all the congregation murmured against the leaders. 19But all the leaders said to all the congregation, We have sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel, and now we may not touch them. 20This we will do to them: let them live, lest bwrath be upon us, cbecause of the oath that we swore to them. 21And the leaders said to them, Let them live. So they became dcutters of wood and drawers of water for all the congregation, just as the leaders ehad said of them.

 22Joshua summoned them, and he said to them, Why did you deceive us, saying, fWe are very far from you, when gyou dwell among us? 23Now therefore you are cursed, and some of you shall never be anything but servants, hcutters of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God. 24They answered Joshua, Because it was told to your servants for a certainty that the LORD your God had icommanded his servant Moses to give you all the land and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before youso jwe feared greatly for our lives because of you and did this thing. 25And now, behold, we are in your hand. Whatever seems good and right in your sight to do to us, do it. 26So he did this to them and delivered them out of the hand of the people of Israel, and they did not kill them. 27But Joshua made them that day kcutters of wood and drawers of water for the congregation and for the altar of the LORD, to this day, lin the place that he should choose.

The Sun Stands Still

 JOSHUA 10 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to destruction,[1] mdoing to Ai and its king nas he had done to Jericho and its king, and ohow the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2phe[2] feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors. 3So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4Come up to me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For qit has made peace with Joshua and with the people of Israel. 5Then the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, rgathered their forces and went up with all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and made war against it.

 6And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua sat the camp in Gilgal, saying, Do not relax your hand from your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country are gathered against us. 7So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and tall the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 8And the LORD said to Joshua, uDo not fear them, for I have given them into your hands. vNot a man of them shall stand before you. 9So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up all night from Gilgal. 10wAnd the LORD threw them into a panic before Israel, who[3] struck them with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the way of xthe ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11And as they fled before Israel, while they were xgoing down the ascent of Beth-horon, ythe LORD threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones than the sons of Israel killed with the sword.

 12At that time Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel,

 zSun, stand still at Gibeon,

and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,

until the nation took vengeance on their enemies.

Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. 14aThere has been no day like it before or since, when the LORD heeded the voice of a man, for bthe LORD fought for Israel.

 15So cJoshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

Five Amorite Kings Executed

 16These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at dMakkedah. 17And it was told to Joshua, The five kings have been found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah. 18And Joshua said, Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave and set men by it to guard them, 19but do not stay there yourselves. Pursue your enemies; eattack their rear guard. Do not let them enter their cities, for the LORD your God has given them into your hand. 20When Joshua and the sons of Israel had finished striking them with a great blow funtil they were wiped out, and when the remnant that remained of them had entered into the fortified cities, 21then all the people returned safe to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah. gNot a man moved his tongue against any of the people of Israel.

 22Then Joshua said, Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from the cave. 23And they did so, and brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, Come near; put your feet on the necks of these kings. Then they came near and put their feet on their necks. 25And Joshua said to them, hDo not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. iFor thus the LORD will do to all your enemies against whom you fight. 26And afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees. And jthey hung on the trees until evening. 27But at the time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and kthey took them down from the trees and threw them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and they set large stones against the mouth of the cave, which remain to this very day.

 28As for lMakkedah, Joshua captured it on that day and struck it, and its king, with the edge of the sword. He devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. And he did to the king of Makkedah mjust as he had done to the king of Jericho.

Conquest of Southern Canaan

 29Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Makkedah to nLibnah and fought against Libnah. 30And the LORD gave it also and its king into the hand of Israel. And he struck it with the edge of the sword, and every person in it; he left none remaining in it. And he did to its king mas he had done to the king of Jericho.

 31Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Libnah to oLachish and laid siege to it and fought against it. 32And the LORD gave Lachish into the hand of Israel, and he captured it on the second day and struck it with the edge of the sword, and every person in it, as he had done to Libnah.

 33Then Horam king of pGezer came up to help Lachish. And Joshua struck him and his people, until he left none remaining.

 34Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Lachish to qEglon. And they laid siege to it and fought against it. 35And they captured it on that day, and struck it with the edge of the sword. And he devoted every person in it to destruction that day, as he had done to Lachish.

 36Then Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to rHebron. And they fought against it 37and captured it and struck it with the edge of the sword, and its king and its towns, and every person in it. He left none remaining, as he had done to Eglon, and devoted it to destruction and every person in it.

 38Then Joshua and all Israel with him turned back to sDebir and fought against it 39and he captured it with its king and all its towns. And they struck them with the edge of the sword and devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. Just as he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its king, so he did to Debir and to its king.

 40So Joshua struck the whole land, the hill country and the Negeb and the lowland tand the slopes, and all their kings. He left none remaining, ubut devoted to destruction all that breathed, just as the LORD God of Israel commanded. 41And Joshua struck them from vKadesh-barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of wGoshen, as far as Gibeon. 42And Joshua captured all these kings and their land at one time, xbecause the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel. 43yThen Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

Conquests in Northern Canaan

 JOSHUA 11 When Jabin, king of Hazor, heard of this, he zsent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 2and to the kings who were in the northern hill country, and in the aArabah south of bChinneroth, and in the lowland, and cin Naphoth-dor on the dwest, 3to the Canaanites in the east and the west, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, and the eJebusites in the hill country, and the fHivites under gHermon in the land of hMizpah. 4And they came out with all their troops, a great horde, in number ilike the sand that is on the seashore, with very many horses and chariots. 5And all these kings joined their forces and came and encamped together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel.

 6And the LORD said to Joshua, jDo not be afraid of them, for tomorrow at this time I will give over all of them, slain, to Israel. You shall khamstring their horses and burn their lchariots with fire. 7So Joshua and all his warriors came msuddenly against them by the waters of Merom and fell upon them. 8And the LORD gave them into the hand of Israel, who struck them and chased them as far as nGreat Sidon and oMisrephoth-maim, and eastward as far as the Valley of pMizpeh. And they struck them until he left none remaining. 9And Joshua did to them qjust as the LORD said to him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire.

 10And Joshua turned back at that time and captured rHazor and struck its king with the sword, for Hazor formerly was the head of all those kingdoms. 11And they struck with the sword all who were in it, devoting them to destruction;[1] sthere was none left that breathed. And he burned Hazor with fire. 12And all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua captured, and struck them with the edge of the sword, devoting them to destruction, tjust as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded. 13But none of the cities that stood on mounds did Israel burn, except Hazor alone; that Joshua burned. 14And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the people of Israel took for their plunder. But every person they struck with the edge of the sword until they had destroyed them, and they did not leave any who breathed. 15uJust as the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, vso Moses commanded Joshua, wand so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.

 16So Joshua took all that land, xthe hill country and all the Negeb and yall the land of Goshen zand the lowland zand the Arabah aand the hill country of Israel and its lowland 17bfrom Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, as far as cBaal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon below dMount Hermon. And he captured eall their kings and struck them and put them to death. 18Joshua made war fa long time with all those kings. 19There was not a city that made peace with the people of Israel except gthe Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They took them all in battle. 20For it was the LORDs doing hto harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, ijust as the LORD commanded Moses.

 21And Joshua came at that time and cut off jthe Anakim from the hill country, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill country of Judah, and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua devoted them to destruction with their cities. 22There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the people of Israel. Only in Gaza, kin Gath, and in Ashdod did some remain. 23So Joshua took the whole land, laccording to all that the LORD had spoken to Moses. mAnd Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel naccording to their tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war.

Kings Defeated by Moses

 JOSHUA 12 Now these are the kings of the land whom the people of Israel defeated and took possession of their land beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise, from othe Valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon, with all pthe Arabah eastward: 2qSihon king of the Amorites who lived at Heshbon and ruled from Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and rfrom the middle of the valley as far as the sriver Jabbok, the boundary of the Ammonites, that is, half of Gilead, 3and pthe Arabah tto the Sea of Chinneroth eastward, and in the direction of Beth-jeshimoth, to the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, southward to the foot of uthe slopes of Pisgah; 4and vOg[1] king of Bashan, one of the remnant of wthe Rephaim, xwho lived at Ashtaroth and at Edrei 5and ruled over yMount Hermon and zSalecah and all Bashan ato the boundary of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and over half of Gilead to the boundary of Sihon king of Heshbon. 6bMoses, the servant of the LORD, and the people of Israel defeated them. And Moses the servant of the LORD cgave their land for a possession to the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

Kings Defeated by Joshua

 7And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the people of Israel defeated on the west side of the Jordan, from Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon to dMount Halak, that rises toward Seir (and Joshua gave their land to the tribes of Israel as a possession eaccording to their allotments, 8fin the hill country, in the lowland, in the Arabah, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the Negeb, the land of gthe Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites): 9hthe king of Jericho, one; ithe king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; 10jthe king of Jerusalem, one; jthe king of Hebron, one; 11jthe king of Jarmuth, one; jthe king of Lachish, one; 12jthe king of Eglon, one; kthe king of Gezer, one; 13lthe king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15mthe king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16nthe king of Makkedah, one; othe king of Bethel, one; 17the king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 19pthe king of Madon, one; qthe king of Hazor, one; 20pthe king of Shimron-meron, one; pthe king of Achshaph, one; 21rthe king of Taanach, one; rthe king of Megiddo, one; 22the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23rthe king of Dor in sNaphath-dor, one; the king of Goiim in Galilee,[2] one; 24the king of Tirzah, one: in all, thirty-one kings.

Land Still to Be Conquered

 JOSHUA 13 Now Joshua twas old and advanced in years, and the LORD said to him, You are old and advanced in years, and there remains yet very much land uto possess. 2vThis is the land that yet remains: all the wregions of the Philistines, and all those of the Geshurites 3(from the xShihor, which is east of Egypt, northward to the boundary of Ekron, it is counted as Canaanite; ythere are five rulers of the Philistines, those of Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron), and those of zthe Avvim, 4in the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the boundary of athe Amorites, 5and the land of the bGebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from cBaal-gad below Mount Hermon to dLebo-hamath, 6all the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon to eMisrephoth-maim, even all the Sidonians. I myself will drive fthem out from before the people of Israel. Only gallot the land to Israel hfor an inheritance, as I have commanded you. 7Now therefore idivide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.

The Inheritance East of the Jordan

 8With the other half of the tribe of Manasseh[1] the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, jwhich Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the LORD gave them: 9kfrom Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and lall the tableland of Medeba as far as Dibon; 10mand all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the boundary of the Ammonites; 11and Gilead, and the nregion of the Geshurites and Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and nall Bashan to Salecah; 12nall the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei (he alone was left of nthe remnant of the Rephaim); othese Moses had struck and driven out. 13pYet the people of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the Maacathites, but Geshur and Maacath dwell in the midst of Israel to this day.

 14qTo the tribe of Levi alone Moses gave no inheritance. The offerings by fire to the LORD God of Israel are their inheritance, as he said to him.

 15And Moses gave an inheritance to the tribe of the people of Reuben according to their clans. 16So their territory was from Aroer, rwhich is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and all the tableland by sMedeba; 17with Heshbon, and all its cities that are in the tableland; sDibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-meon, 18tand Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 19and uKiriathaim, and uSibmah, and Zereth-shahar on the hill of the valley, 20and vBeth-peor, and wthe slopes of Pisgah, and wBeth-jeshimoth, 21that is, xall the cities of the tableland, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, ywhom Moses defeated with zthe leaders of Midian, Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur and Reba, the princes of Sihon, who lived in the land. 22zBalaam also, the son of Beor, the one who practiced divination, was killed with the sword by the people of Israel among the rest of their slain. 23And the border of the people of Reuben was the Jordan as a boundary. This was the inheritance of the people of Reuben, according to their clans with their cities and villages.

 24Moses gave an inheritance also to the tribe of Gad, to the people of Gad, according to their clans. 25aTheir territory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites, to Aroer, which is east of bRabbah, 26and from Heshbon to Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim, and from cMahanaim to the territory of Debir,[2] 27and in the valley Beth-haram, Beth-nimrah, dSuccoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, having the Jordan as a boundary, to the lower end of the Sea of eChinnereth, eastward beyond the Jordan. 28This is the inheritance of the people of Gad according to their clans, with their cities and villages.

 29And Moses gave an inheritance to the half-tribe of Manasseh. It was allotted to the half-tribe of the people of Manasseh according to their clans. 30Their region extended from fMahanaim, through all Bashan, the whole kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all gthe towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, sixty cities, 31and half Gilead, and hAshtaroth, and Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. These were allotted to the people of iMachir the son of Manasseh for the half of the people of Machir according to their clans.

 32These are the inheritances that Moses distributed jin the plains of Moab, beyond the Jordan east of Jericho. 33kBut to the tribe of Levi Moses gave no inheritance; the LORD God of Israel is their inheritance, kjust as he said to them.

The Inheritance West of the Jordan

 JOSHUA 14 These are the inheritances that the people of Israel received in the land of Canaan, which lEleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers houses of the tribes of the people of Israel gave them to inherit. 2Their inheritance was mby lot, just as the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses for the nine and one-half tribes. 3nFor Moses had given an inheritance to the two and one-half tribes beyond the Jordan, obut to the Levites he gave no inheritance among them. 4For pthe people of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. And no portion was given to the Levites in the land, but only cities to dwell in, with their pasturelands for their livestock and their substance. 5The people of Israel did qas the LORD commanded Moses; they allotted the land.

Calebs Request and Inheritance

 6Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the rKenizzite said to him, You know swhat the LORD said to Moses the man of God in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. 7I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD tsent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. 8But umy brothers who went up with me made the heart of the people melt; yet I wholly followed the LORD my God. 9And Moses swore on that day, saying, vSurely the land won which your foot has trodden shall be an inheritance for you and your children forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God. 10And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, xjust as he said, these yforty-five years since the time that the LORD spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness. And now, behold, I am this day yeighty-five years old. 11zI am still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war and afor going and coming. 12So now give me this hill country of which the LORD spoke on that day, for you heard on that day how the bAnakim were there, with great fortified cities. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall drive them out just as the LORD said.

 13Then Joshua cblessed him, and he gave dHebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance. 14Therefore Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, ebecause he wholly followed the LORD, the God of Israel. 15fNow the name of Hebron formerly was Kiriath-arba.[1] (Arba[2] was the greatest man among the Anakim.) gAnd the land had rest from war.

The Allotment for Judah

 JOSHUA 15 The allotment for the tribe of the people of Judah according to their clans reached southward hto the boundary of Edom, to ithe wilderness of Zin at the farthest south. 2And their south boundary ran from the end of the hSalt Sea, from the bay that faces southward. 3It goes out southward of jthe ascent of Akrabbim, passes along to Zin, and goes up south of Kadesh-barnea, along by Hezron, up to Addar, turns about to Karka, 4passes along to Azmon, goes out by kthe Brook of Egypt, and comes to its end at the sea. This shall be your south boundary. 5And the east boundary is the hSalt Sea, to the mouth of the Jordan. And the boundary on the north side runs from the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan. 6And the boundary goes up to lBeth-hoglah and passes along north of mBeth-arabah. And the boundary goes up to nthe stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. 7And the boundary goes up to Debir from othe Valley of Achor, and so northward, turning toward Gilgal, which is opposite pthe ascent of Adummim, which is on the south side of the valley. And the boundary passes along to the waters of pEn-shemesh and ends at qEn-rogel. 8Then the boundary goes up by rthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom at the southern shoulder of the Jebusite (sthat is, Jerusalem). And the boundary goes up to the top of the mountain that lies over against the Valley of Hinnom, on the west, at the northern end of the Valley tof Rephaim. 9Then the boundary extends from the top of the mountain uto the spring of the waters of Nephtoah, and from there to the cities of Mount Ephron. Then the boundary bends around to Baalah (vthat is, Kiriath-jearim). 10And the boundary circles west of Baalah to Mount Seir, passes along to the northern shoulder of Mount Jearim (that is, Chesalon), and goes down to wBeth-shemesh and passes along by xTimnah. 11The boundary goes out yto the shoulder of the hill north of Ekron, then the boundary bends around to Shikkeron and passes along to Mount zBaalah and goes out to Jabneel. Then the boundary comes to an end at the sea. 12And the west boundary was athe Great Sea with its coastline. This is the boundary around the people of Judah according to their clans.

 13According to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, he gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh a portion among the people of Judah, bKiriath-arba, that is, bHebron (Arba was the father of Anak). 14And Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak, cSheshai and Ahiman and Talmai, the descendants of Anak. 15And he went up from there against the inhabitants of Debir. dNow the name of Debir formerly was Kiriath-sepher. 16And Caleb said, Whoever strikes Kiriath-sepher and captures it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. 17eAnd Othniel the son of Kenaz, fthe brother of Caleb, captured it. And he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. 18When she came to him, she urged him to ask her father for a field. And she got off her donkey, and Caleb said to her, What do you want? 19She said to him, Give me a blessing. Since you have given me the land of the Negeb, give me also springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

 20This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Judah according to their clans. 21The cities belonging to the tribe of the people of Judah in the extreme south, toward the boundary of Edom, were Kabzeel, gEder, Jagur, 22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24hZiph, Telem, Bealoth, 25Hazor-hadattah, Kerioth-hezron (that is, Hazor), 26Amam, Shema, Moladah, 27Hazar-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 28Hazar-shual, iBeersheba, Biziothiah, 29Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 30Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah, 31jZiklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon: in all, twenty-nine cities with their villages.

 33And in the lowland, kEshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, 34Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 35lJarmuth, mAdullam, nSocoh, nAzekah, 36Shaaraim, Adithaim, Gederah, Gederothaim: fourteen cities with their villages.

 37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal-gad, 38Dilean, Mizpeh, Joktheel, 39oLachish, Bozkath, pEglon, 40Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish, 41Gederoth, Beth-dagon, Naamah, and qMakkedah: sixteen cities with their villages.

 42rLibnah, Ether, Ashan, 43Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 44sKeilah, Achzib, and Mareshah: nine cities with their villages.

 45tEkron, with its towns and its villages; 46from Ekron to the sea, all that were by the side of Ashdod, with their villages.

 47tAshdod, its towns and its villages; tGaza, its towns and its villages; to uthe Brook of Egypt, and vthe Great Sea with its coastline.

 48And in the hill country, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, 49Dannah, Kiriath-sannah (wthat is, Debir), 50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51xGoshen, Holon, and yGiloh: eleven cities with their villages.

 52Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 53Janim, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, 54Humtah, zKiriath-arba (that is, zHebron), and Zior: nine cities with their villages.

 55aMaon, aCarmel, bZiph, Juttah, 56Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57Kain, Gibeah, and cTimnah: ten cities with their villages.

 58Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, 59Maarath, Beth-anoth, and Eltekon: six cities with their villages.

 60dKiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah: two cities with their villages.

 61In the wilderness, eBeth-arabah, Middin, Secacah, 62Nibshan, the City of Salt, and fEngedi: six cities with their villages.

 63But the gJebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, hthe people of Judah could not drive out, hso the Jebusites dwell with the people of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.

The Allotment for Ephraim and Manasseh

 JOSHUA 16 The allotment of the people of Joseph went from the Jordan by Jericho, east of the waters of Jericho, iinto the wilderness, going up from Jericho into the hill country to Bethel. 2Then jgoing from Bethel to Luz, it passes along to Ataroth, the territory of the Archites. 3Then it goes down westward to the territory of the Japhletites, as far as the territory of Lower kBeth-horon, then to lGezer, and it ends at the sea.

 4mThe people of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, received their inheritance.

 5The territory of the people of Ephraim by their clans was as follows: the boundary of their inheritance on the east was nAtaroth-addar as far as Upper Beth-horon, 6and the boundary goes from there to the sea. On the north is oMichmethath. Then on the east the boundary turns around toward Taanath-shiloh and passes along beyond it on the east to Janoah, 7then it goes down from Janoah to Ataroth and pto Naarah, and touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan. 8From qTappuah the boundary goes westward to the brook Kanah and ends at the sea. Such is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Ephraim by their clans, 9together with qthe towns that were set apart for the people of Ephraim within the inheritance of the Manassites, all those towns with their villages. 10However, rthey did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites have lived in the midst of Ephraim to this day but have been made sto do forced labor.

 JOSHUA 17 Then allotment was made to the people of Manasseh, for he was tthe firstborn of Joseph. To uMachir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, vwere allotted Gilead and Bashan, because he was a man of war. 2And allotments were made wto the rest of the people of Manasseh by their clans, Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These were the male descendants of Manasseh the son of Joseph, by their clans.

 3Now xZelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, had no sons, but only daughters, and these are the names of his daughters: xMahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4They approached yEleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the leaders and said, zThe LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance along with our brothers. So according to the mouth of the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brothers of their father. 5Thus there fell to Manasseh ten portions, besides athe land of Gilead and Bashan, which is on the other side of the Jordan, 6because the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance along with his sons. The land of Gilead was allotted to the rest of the people of Manasseh.

 7The territory of Manasseh reached from Asher to bMichmethath, which is east of Shechem. Then the boundary goes along southward to the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 8The land of cTappuah belonged to Manasseh, but the town of Tappuah on the boundary of Manasseh belonged to the people of Ephraim. 9cThen the boundary went down to the brook Kanah. These cities, to the south of the brook, among the cities of Manasseh, belong to Ephraim. Then the boundary of Manasseh goes on the north side of the brook and ends at the sea, 10the land to the south being Ephraims and that to the north being Manassehs, with the sea forming its boundary. On the north Asher is reached, and on the east Issachar. 11Also in Issachar and in Asher dManasseh had Beth-shean and its villages, and Ibleam and its villages, and the inhabitants of dDor and its villages, and the inhabitants of En-dor and its villages, and the inhabitants of dTaanach and its villages, and the inhabitants of dMegiddo and its villages; ethe third is Naphath.[1] 12fYet the people of Manasseh could not take possession of those cities, but the Canaanites persisted in dwelling in that land. 13Now when the people of Israel grew strong, they put the Canaanites gto forced labor, but did not utterly drive them out.

 14Then hthe people of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, Why have you given me but ione lot and one portion as an inheritance, although I am ja numerous people, since all along the LORD has blessed me? 15And Joshua said to them, If you are a numerous people, go up by yourselves to the forest, and there clear ground for yourselves in the land of the Perizzites and kthe Rephaim, since lthe hill country of Ephraim is too narrow for you. 16The people of Joseph said, The hill country is not enough for us. Yet all the Canaanites who dwell in the plain have mchariots of iron, both those in Beth-shean and its villages and those in nthe Valley of Jezreel. 17Then Joshua said to the house of Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, You are a numerous people and have great power. You shall not have one allotment only, 18but the hill country shall be yours, for though it is a forest, you shall clear it and possess it to its farthest borders. For you shall drive out the Canaanites, othough they have chariots of iron, and though they are strong.

Allotment of the Remaining Land

 JOSHUA 18 Then the whole congregation of the people of Israel assembled at pShiloh and set up qthe tent of meeting there. The land lay subdued before them.

 2There remained among the people of Israel seven tribes whose inheritance had not yet been apportioned. 3So Joshua said to the people of Israel, rHow long will you put off going in to take possession of the land, which the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you? 4Provide three men from each tribe, and I will send them out that they may set out and go up and down the land. They shall write a description of it with a view to their inheritances, and then come to me. 5They shall divide it into seven portions. sJudah shall continue in his territory on the south, tand the house of Joseph shall continue in their territory on the north. 6And you shall describe the land in seven divisions and bring the description here to me. uAnd I will cast lots for you here before the LORD our God. 7vThe Levites have no portion among you, for the priesthood of the LORD is their heritage. wAnd Gad and Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan eastward, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave them.

 8So the men arose and went, and Joshua charged those who went to write the description of the land, saying, Go up and down in the land and write a description and return to me. And I will cast lots for you here before the LORD in Shiloh. 9So the men went and passed up and down in the land and wrote in a book a description of it by towns in seven divisions. Then they came to Joshua to the camp at Shiloh, 10and Joshua xcast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD. And there Joshua apportioned the land to the people of Israel, yto each his portion.

The Inheritance for Benjamin

 11The lot of the tribe of the people of Benjamin according to its clans came up, and the territory allotted to it fell between the people of Judah and the people of Joseph. 12zOn the north side their boundary began at the Jordan. aThen the boundary goes up to the shoulder north of Jericho, then up through the hill country westward, and it ends at the wilderness of bBeth-aven. 13From there the boundary passes along southward in the direction of Luz, to the shoulder of cLuz (that is, Bethel), then the boundary goes down to dAtaroth-addar, on the mountain that lies south of Lower eBeth-horon. 14Then the boundary goes in another direction, turning on the fwestern side southward from the mountain that lies to the south, opposite Beth-horon, and it ends at Kiriath-baal (gthat is, Kiriath-jearim), a city belonging to the people of Judah. This forms the western side. 15And the southern side begins at the outskirts of Kiriath-jearim. And the boundary goes from there to Ephron,[1] gto the spring of the waters of Nephtoah. 16Then the boundary goes down to the border of the mountain that overlooks hthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is at the north end of the Valley of iRephaim. And it then goes down the hValley of Hinnom, south of the shoulder of the Jebusites, and downward to jEn-rogel. 17Then it bends in a northerly direction going on to En-shemesh, and from there goes to Geliloth, which is opposite the ascent of Adummim. Then it goes down to kthe stone of Bohan the son of Reuben, 18and passing on to the north of lthe shoulder of Beth-arabah[2] it goes down to lthe Arabah. 19Then the boundary passes on to the north of the shoulder of kBeth-hoglah. And the boundary ends at the northern bay of mthe Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan: this is the southern border. 20The Jordan forms its boundary on the eastern side. This is the inheritance of the people of Benjamin, according to their clans, boundary by boundary all around.

 21Now the cities of the tribe of the people of Benjamin according to their clans were nJericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz, 22Beth-arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 23Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24Chephar-ammoni, Ophni, Gebatwelve cities with their villages: 25Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 28Zela, Haeleph, oJebus[3] (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah[4] and Kiriath-jearim[5]fourteen cities with their villages. This is the inheritance of the people of Benjamin according to its clans.

The Inheritance for Simeon

 JOSHUA 19 The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the people of Simeon, according to their clans, pand their inheritance was in the midst of the inheritance of the people of Judah. 2qAnd they had for their inheritance Beersheba, Sheba, Moladah, 3Hazar-shual, Balah, Ezem, 4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 6Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhenthirteen cities with their villages; 7Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashanfour cities with their villages, 8together with all the villages around these cities as far as Baalath-beer, Ramah of the Negeb. This was the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Simeon according to their clans. 9rThe inheritance of the people of Simeon formed part of the territory of the people of Judah. Because the portion of the people of Judah was too large for them, the people of Simeon obtained an inheritance in the midst of their inheritance.

The Inheritance for Zebulun

 10The third lot came up for the people of Zebulun, according to their clans. And the territory of their inheritance reached as far as Sarid. 11Then their boundary goes up swestward and on to Mareal and touches Dabbesheth, then the brook that is east of tJokneam. 12From Sarid it goes in the other direction eastward toward the sunrise to the boundary of Chisloth-tabor. From there it goes to Daberath, then up to Japhia. 13From there it passes along on the east toward the sunrise to Gath-hepher, to Eth-kazin, and going on to Rimmon it bends toward Neah, 14then on the north the boundary turns about to Hannathon, and it ends at the Valley of Iphtahel; 15and Kattath, Nahalal, uShimron, Idalah, and Bethlehemtwelve cities with their villages. 16This is the inheritance of the people of Zebulun, according to their clansthese cities with their villages.

The Inheritance for Issachar

 17The fourth lot came out for Issachar, for the people of Issachar, according to their clans. 18Their territory included Jezreel, Chesulloth, vShunem, 19Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath, 20Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 21Remeth, En-gannim, En-haddah, Beth-pazzez. 22The boundary also touches Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth-shemesh, and its boundary ends at the Jordansixteen cities with their villages. 23This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Issachar, according to their clansthe cities with their villages.

The Inheritance for Asher

 24The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the people of Asher according to their clans. 25Their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26Allammelech, Amad, and Mishal. On the west it touches wCarmel and Shihor-libnath, 27then it turns eastward, it goes to Beth-dagon, and touches Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtahel northward to Beth-emek and Neiel. Then it continues in the north to xCabul, 28Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, Kanah, as far as ySidon the Great. 29Then the boundary turns to Ramah, reaching to the fortified city of Tyre. Then the boundary turns to Hosah, and it ends at the sea; Mahalab,[1] Achzib, 30Ummah, Aphek and Rehobtwenty-two cities with their villages. 31This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Asher according to their clansthese cities with their villages.

The Inheritance for Naphtali

 32The sixth lot came out for the people of Naphtali, for the people of Naphtali, according to their clans. 33And their boundary ran from Heleph, from zthe oak in Zaanannim, and Adami-nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, and it ended at the Jordan. 34Then the boundary turns awestward to Aznoth-tabor and goes from there to Hukkok, touching Zebulun at the south and Asher on the west and Judah on the east at the Jordan. 35The fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, bChinnereth, 36Adamah, Ramah, cHazor, 37Kedesh, Edrei, En-hazor, 38Yiron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-anath, and Beth-shemeshnineteen cities with their villages. 39This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Naphtali according to their clansthe cities with their villages.

The Inheritance for Dan

 40The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the people of Dan, according to their clans. 41And the territory of its inheritance included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, 42dShaalabbin, dAijalon, Ithlah, 43Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon, 46and Me-jarkon and Rakkon with the territory over against eJoppa. 47When fthe territory of the people of Dan was lost to them, the people of Dan went up and fought against Leshem, and after capturing it and striking it with the sword they took possession of it and settled in it, calling Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their ancestor. 48This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Dan, according to their clansthese cities with their villages.

The Inheritance for Joshua

 49When they had finished distributing the several territories of the land as inheritances, the people of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun. 50By command of the LORD they gave him the city that he asked, gTimnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. And he rebuilt the city and settled in it.

 51hThese are the inheritances that Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers houses of the tribes of the people of Israel distributed by lot iat Shiloh before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. So they finished dividing the land.

The Cities of Refuge

 JOSHUA 20 Then the LORD said to Joshua, 2Say to the people of Israel, jAppoint the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, 3that the manslayer who strikes any person without intent or unknowingly may flee there. They shall be for you a refuge from the avenger of blood. 4He shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand kat the entrance of the gate of the city and explain his case to the elders of that city. Then they shall take him into the city and give him a place, and he shall remain with them. 5And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not give up the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past. 6And he shall remain in that city luntil he has stood before the congregation for judgment, until the death of him who is high priest at the time. Then the manslayer may return to his own town and his own home, to the town from which he fled.

 7So they set apart mKedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, and nShechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and oKiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) pin the hill country of Judah. 8And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they appointed qBezer in the wilderness on the tableland, from the tribe of Reuben, and rRamoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and sGolan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. 9These were the cities designated for all the people of Israel and tfor the stranger sojourning among them, that anyone who killed a person without intent could flee there, so that he might not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, till he stood before the congregation.

Cities and Pasturelands Allotted to Levi

 JOSHUA 21 Then the heads of the fathers houses of the Levites came uto Eleazar the priest and to Joshua the son of Nun and to the heads of the fathers houses of the tribes of the people of Israel. 2And they said to them vat Shiloh in the land of Canaan, wThe LORD commanded through Moses that we be given cities to dwell in, along with their pasturelands for our livestock. 3So by command of the LORD the people of Israel gave to the Levites the following cities and pasturelands out of their inheritance.

 4The lot came out for the clans of the Kohathites. So those Levites who were descendants of Aaron the priest xreceived by lot from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin, thirteen cities.

 5And the rest of the Kohathites received by lot yfrom the clans of the tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh, ten cities.

 6The zGershonites received by lot from the clans of the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities.

 7The aMerarites according to their clans received from the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.

 8These cities and their pasturelands the people of Israel bgave by lot to the Levites, cas the LORD had commanded through Moses.

 9Out of the tribe of the people of Judah and the tribe of the people of Simeon they gave the following cities mentioned by name, 10which went to dthe descendants of Aaron, one of the clans of the Kohathites who belonged to the people of Levi; since the lot fell to them first. 11eThey gave them fKiriath-arba (Arba being the father of Anak), that is Hebron, gin the hill country of Judah, along with the pasturelands around it. 12But the fields of the city and its villages had been given to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession.

 13And to the descendants of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron, hthe city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasturelands, iLibnah with its pasturelands, 14Jattir with its pasturelands, Eshtemoa with its pasturelands, 15Holon with its pasturelands, Debir with its pasturelands, 16Ain with its pasturelands, Juttah with its pasturelands, Beth-shemesh with its pasturelandsnine cities out of these two tribes; 17then out of the tribe of Benjamin, jGibeon with its pasturelands, Geba with its pasturelands, 18Anathoth with its pasturelands, and Almon with its pasturelandsfour cities. 19The cities of the descendants of Aaron, the priests, were in all thirteen cities with their pasturelands.

 20kAs to the rest of the Kohathites belonging to the Kohathite clans of the Levites, the cities allotted to them were out of the tribe of Ephraim. 21To them were given Shechem, lthe city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasturelands in the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer with its pasturelands, 22Kibzaim with its pasturelands, Beth-horon with its pasturelandsfour cities; 23and out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its pasturelands, Gibbethon with its pasturelands, 24Aijalon with its pasturelands, Gath-rimmon with its pasturelandsfour cities; 25and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach with its pasturelands, and Gath-rimmon with its pasturelandstwo cities. 26The cities of the clans of the rest of the Kohathites were ten in all with their pasturelands.

 27mAnd to the Gershonites, one of the clans of the Levites, were given out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its pasturelands, lthe city of refuge for the manslayer, and Beeshterah with its pasturelandstwo cities; 28and out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its pasturelands, Daberath with its pasturelands, 29Jarmuth with its pasturelands, En-gannim with its pasturelandsfour cities; 30and out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its pasturelands, Abdon with its pasturelands, 31Helkath with its pasturelands, and Rehob with its pasturelandsfour cities; 32and out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its pasturelands, lthe city of refuge for the manslayer, Hammoth-dor with its pasturelands, and Kartan with its pasturelandsthree cities. 33The cities of the several clans of the Gershonites were in all thirteen cities with their pasturelands.

 34nAnd to the rest of the Levites, the Merarite clans, were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with its pasturelands, Kartah with its pasturelands, 35Dimnah with its pasturelands, Nahalal with its pasturelandsfour cities; 36and out of the tribe of Reuben, oBezer with its pasturelands, Jahaz with its pasturelands, 37Kedemoth with its pasturelands, and Mephaath with its pasturelandsfour cities; 38and out of the tribe of Gad, oRamoth in Gilead with its pasturelands, the city of refuge for the manslayer, pMahanaim with its pasturelands, 39pHeshbon with its pasturelands, Jazer with its pasturelandsfour cities in all. 40As for the cities of the several Merarite clans, that is, the remainder of the clans of the Levites, those allotted to them were in all twelve cities.

 41qThe cities of the Levites in the midst of the possession of the people of Israel were in all forty-eight cities with their pasturelands. 42These cities each had its pasturelands around it. So it was with all these cities.

 43rThus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, and they settled there. 44sAnd the LORD gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. tNot one of all their enemies had withstood them, for uthe LORD had given all their enemies into their hands. 45vNot one word of all the good promises that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.

The Eastern Tribes Return Home

 JOSHUA 22 At that time Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 2and said to them, You have kept wall that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you xand have obeyed my voice in all that I have commanded you. 3You have not forsaken your brothers these many days, down to this day, but have been careful to keep the charge of the LORD your God. 4yAnd now the LORD your God has given rest to your brothers, as he promised them. Therefore turn and go to your tents in the land where your possession lies, zwhich Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5aOnly be very careful to observe the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, bto love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments and to cling to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul. 6So Joshua cblessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents.

 7Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, dbut to the other half Joshua had given a possession beside their brothers in the land west of the Jordan. And when Joshua sent them away to their homes and blessed them, 8he said to them, Go back to your tents with much wealth and with very much livestock, with silver, gold, bronze, and iron, and with much clothing. eDivide the spoil of your enemies with your brothers. 9So the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh returned home, parting from the people of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go fto the land of Gilead, their own land of which they had possessed themselves by command of the LORD through Moses.

The Eastern Tribes Altar of Witness

 10And when they came to the region of the Jordan that is in the land of Canaan, the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by the Jordan, an altar of imposing size. 11And the people of Israel gheard it said, Behold, the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built the altar at the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region about the Jordan, on the side that belongs to the people of Israel. 12And when the people of Israel heard of it, hthe whole assembly of the people of Israel gathered at Shiloh to make war against them.

 13Then the people of Israel sent to the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, iPhinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 14and with him ten chiefs, one from each of the tribal families of Israel, jevery one of them the head of a family among the clans of Israel. 15And they came to the people of Reuben, the people of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, and they said to them, 16Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD, What is this breach of faith that you have committed against the God of Israel in turning away this day from following the LORD by building yourselves an altar this day kin rebellion against the LORD? 17Have we not had enough of lthe sin at Peor from which even yet we have not cleansed ourselves, and for which there came a plague upon the congregation of the LORD, 18that you too must turn away this day from following the LORD? And if kyou too rebel against the LORD today then tomorrow mhe will be angry with the whole congregation of Israel. 19But now, if the land of your possession is unclean, pass over into the LORDs land nwhere the LORDs tabernacle stands, and take for yourselves a possession among us. oOnly do not rebel against the LORD or make us as rebels by building for yourselves an altar other than the altar of the LORD our God. 20pDid not Achan the son of Zerah break faith in the matter of the devoted things, and mwrath fell upon all the congregation of Israel? And he did not perish alone for his iniquity.

 21Then the people of Reuben, the people of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads of the families of Israel, 22The Mighty One, qGod, the LORD! The Mighty One, God, the LORD! rHe knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in rebellion or in breach of faith against the LORD, do not spare us today 23for building an altar to turn away from following the LORD. Or if we did so to offer burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace offerings on it, may the LORD himself stake vengeance. 24No, but we did it from fear that tin time to come your children might say to our children, What have you to do with the LORD, the God of Israel? 25For the LORD has made the Jordan a boundary between us and you, you people of Reuben and people of Gad. You have no portion in the LORD. So your children might make our children cease to worship the LORD. 26Therefore we said, Let us now build an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice, 27but to be ua witness between us and you, and between our generations after us, that we vdo perform the service of the LORD in his presence with our burnt offerings and sacrifices and peace offerings, so your children will not say to our children in time to come, You have no portion in the LORD. 28And we thought, If this should be said to us or to our descendants in time to come, we should say, Behold, the copy of the altar of the LORD, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifice, but to be ua witness between us and you. 29Far be it from us that we should wrebel against the LORD and turn away this day from following the LORD wby building an altar for burnt offering, grain offering, or sacrifice, other than the altar of the LORD our God that stands before his tabernacle!

 30When xPhinehas the priest and the chiefs of the congregation, the heads of the families of Israel who were with him, heard the words that the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the people of Manasseh spoke, yit was good in their eyes. 31And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the people of Manasseh, Today we know that zthe LORD is in our midst, because you have not committed this breach of faith against the LORD. Now you have delivered the people of Israel from the hand of the LORD.

 32Then Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs, returned from the people of Reuben and the people of Gad ain the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the people of Israel, and brought back word to them. 33And the report bwas good in the eyes of the people of Israel. And the people of Israel cblessed God and spoke no more of making war against them to destroy the land where the people of Reuben and the people of Gad were settled. 34The people of Reuben and the people of Gad called the altar Witness, For, they said, dit is a witness between us that the LORD is God.

Joshuas Charge to Israels Leaders

 JOSHUA 23 A long time afterward, when the LORD had given erest to Israel from all their surrounding enemies, and Joshua fwas old and well advanced in years, 2Joshua gsummoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers, and said to them, I am now old and well advanced in years. 3And you have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake, hfor it is the LORD your God who has fought for you. 4Behold, iI have allotted to you as an inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along with all the nations that I have already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. 5The LORD your God jwill push them back before you and drive them out of your sight. And you shall possess their land, kjust as the LORD your God promised you. 6Therefore, lbe very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, mturning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left, 7nthat you may not mix with these nations remaining among you oor make mention of the names of their gods por swear by them or serve them or bow down to them, 8qbut you shall cling to the LORD your God just as you have done to this day. 9rFor the LORD has driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for you, sno man has been able to stand before you to this day. 10tOne man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the LORD your God uwho fights for you, just as he promised you. 11vBe very careful, therefore, to love the LORD your God. 12For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of these nations remaining among you wand make marriages with them, so that you associate with them and they with you, 13know for certain that xthe LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations before you, ybut they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good ground that the LORD your God has given you.

 14And now zI am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that anot one word has failed of all the good things[1] that the LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed. 15But just as all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the LORD will bring upon you ball the evil things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land that the LORD your God has given you, 16if you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to you.

The Covenant Renewal at Shechem

 JOSHUA 24 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel cto Shechem and dsummoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And ethey presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, Long ago, fyour fathers lived beyond the Euphrates,[1] Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and gthey served other gods. 3hThen I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and iled him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. jI gave him Isaac. 4And to Isaac I gave kJacob and Esau. lAnd I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, mbut Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 5nAnd I sent Moses and Aaron, oand I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and pafterward I brought you out.

 6Then pI brought your fathers out of Egypt, and qyou came to the sea. rAnd the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7sAnd when they cried to the LORD, the put darkness between you and the Egyptians uand made the sea come upon them and cover them; vand your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. wAnd you lived in the wilderness a long time. 8Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan. xThey fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. 9yThen Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel. zAnd he sent and invited Balaam the son of Beor to curse you, 10abut I would not listen to Balaam. aIndeed, he blessed you. So I delivered you out of his hand. 11bAnd you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, cand the leaders of Jericho fought against you, and also cthe Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them into your hand. 12And I sent dthe hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the two kings of the Amorites; it was enot by your sword or by your bow. 13I gave you a land on which you had not labored fand cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.

Choose Whom You Will Serve

 14gNow therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. hPut away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15iAnd if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, jchoose this day whom you will serve, whether hthe gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or kthe gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. lBut as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

 16Then the people answered, Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.

 19But Joshua said to the people, You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is ma holy God. He is na jealous God; ohe will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20pIf you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then qhe will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good. 21And the people said to Joshua, No, but we will serve the LORD. 22Then Joshua said to the people, You are witnesses against yourselves that ryou have chosen the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses. 23He said, Then sput away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel. 24And the people said to Joshua, The LORD our God we will serve, and his voice we will obey. 25So Joshua tmade a covenant with the people that day, and put in place ustatutes and rules for them at Shechem. 26And Joshua vwrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And whe took a large stone and set it up there xunder the terebinth that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27And Joshua said to all the people, Behold, ythis stone shall be a witness against us, for zit has heard all the words of the LORD that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely with your God. 28So Joshua asent the people away, every man to his inheritance.

Joshuas Death and Burial

 29bAfter these things Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being 110 years old. 30And they buried him in his own inheritance at cTimnath-serah, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash.

 31dIsrael served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua eand had known all the work that the LORD did for Israel.

 32fAs for the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from Egypt, they buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land gthat Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of money.[2] It became an inheritance of the descendants of Joseph.

 33And Eleazar the son of Aaron died, and they buried him at Gibeah, the town of hPhinehas his son, which had been given him in ithe hill country of Ephraim.
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Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 1

[1] 1:7 Or may act wisely


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or had sent

[2] 2:8 Hebrew they

[3] 2:10 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

[4] 2:16 Or had said


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 3

[1] 3:4 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 3:11 Hebrew the ark of the covenant, the Lord of all the earth


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 4

[1] 4:8 Or to rest

[2] 4:9 Or Joshua had set up

[3] 4:24 Or all the days


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 5

[1] 5:3 Gibeath-haaraloth means the hill of the foreskins

[2] 5:9 Gilgal sounds like the Hebrew for to roll


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 6

[1] 6:5 Hebrew under itself; also verse 20

[2] 6:17 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 18, 21


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 7

[1] 7:12 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

[2] 7:19 Or and make confession

[3] 7:21 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[4] 7:26 Achor means trouble


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 8

[1] 8:14 Hebrew appointed time

[2] 8:26 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

[3] 8:35 Or traveled


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 28, 35, 37, 39, 40

[2] 10:2 One Hebrew manuscript, Vulgate (compare Syriac); most Hebrew manuscripts they

[3] 10:10 Or and he


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 11

[1] 11:11 That is, setting apart (devoting) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 12, 20, 21


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 12

[1] 12:4 Septuagint; Hebrew the boundary of Og

[2] 12:23 Septuagint; Hebrew Gilgal


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 13

[1] 13:8 Hebrew With it

[2] 13:26 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew Lidebir


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 14

[1] 14:15 Kiriath-arba means the city of Arba

[2] 14:15 Hebrew He


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 17

[1] 17:11 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 18

[1] 18:15 See 15:9; Hebrew westward

[2] 18:18 Septuagint; Hebrew to the shoulder over against the Arabah

[3] 18:28 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew the Jebusite

[4] 18:28 Hebrew Gibeath

[5] 18:28 Septuagint; Hebrew Kiriath


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 19

[1] 19:29 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew Mehebel


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 23

[1] 23:14 Or words; also twice in verse 15


Footnotes for Joshua, Chapter 24

[1] 24:2 Hebrew the River

[2] 24:32 Hebrew for a hundred qesitah; a unit of money of unknown value
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Judges

The Continuing Conquest of Canaan

 JUDGES 1 After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel ainquired of the LORD, bWho shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to fight against them? 2The LORD said, Judah shall go up; behold, I have given the land into his hand. 3And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into the territory allotted to me, that we may fight against the Canaanites. cAnd I likewise will go with you into the territory allotted to you. So Simeon went with him. 4Then Judah went up and the LORD gave the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, and they defeated 10,000 of them at Bezek. 5They found Adoni-bezek at Bezek and fought against him and defeated the Canaanites and the Perizzites. 6Adoni-bezek fled, but they pursued him and caught him and cut off his thumbs and his big toes. 7And Adoni-bezek said, Seventy kings with their thumbs and their big toes cut off dused to pick up scraps under my table. eAs I have done, so God has repaid me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there.

 8fAnd the men of Judah fought against Jerusalem and captured it and struck it with the edge of the sword and set the city on fire. 9And afterward the men of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites who lived in gthe hill country, in the Negeb, and in gthe lowland. 10hAnd Judah went against the Canaanites who lived in Hebron i(now the name of Hebron was formerly Kiriath-arba), and they defeated jSheshai and Ahiman and Talmai.

 11From there they went against the inhabitants of Debir. The name of Debir was formerly Kiriath-sepher. 12And Caleb said, He who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will give him Achsah my daughter for a wife. 13And Othniel the son of Kenaz, kCalebs younger brother, captured it. And he gave him Achsah his daughter for a wife. 14When she came to him, she urged him to ask her father for a field. And she dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, What do you want? 15She said to him, Give me a blessing. Since you have set me in the land of the Negeb, give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

 16And the descendants of the lKenite, Moses father-in-law, went up with the people of Judah mfrom the city of palms into the wilderness of Judah, which lies in the Negeb near nArad, oand they went and settled with the people. 17pAnd Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they defeated the Canaanites who inhabited Zephath and devoted it to destruction. So the name of the city was called qHormah.[1] 18Judah also rcaptured Gaza with its territory, and Ashkelon with its territory, and Ekron with its territory. 19pAnd the LORD was with Judah, and he took possession of the shill country, but he could not drive out the inhabitants of the plain because they had tchariots of iron. 20uAnd Hebron was given to Caleb, as Moses had said. And he drove out from it vthe three sons of Anak. 21But the people of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem, wso the Jebusites have lived with the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

 22The house of Joseph also went up against Bethel, xand the LORD was with them. 23And the house of Joseph scouted out Bethel. (yNow the name of the city was formerly Luz.) 24And the spies saw a man coming out of the city, and they said to him, Please show us the way into the city, zand we will deal kindly with you. 25And he showed them the way into the city. And they struck the city with the edge of the sword, but they let the man and all his family go. 26And the man went to athe land of the Hittites and built a city and called its name Luz. That is its name to this day.

Failure to Complete the Conquest

 27bManasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and its villages, or Taanach and its villages, or the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages, for the Canaanites persisted in dwelling in that land. 28When Israel grew strong, they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not drive them out completely.

 29cAnd Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites lived in Gezer among them.

 30Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, or the inhabitants of dNahalol, so the Canaanites lived among them, but became subject to forced labor.

 31eAsher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco, or the inhabitants of Sidon or of Ahlab or of Achzib or of Helbah or of Aphik or of Rehob, 32so the Asherites lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land, for they did not drive them out.

 33Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of fBeth-shemesh, or the inhabitants of Beth-anath, so they lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. Nevertheless, the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-anath became subject to forced labor for them.

 34gThe Amorites pressed the people of Dan back into the hill country, for they did not allow them to come down to the plain. 35The Amorites persisted in dwelling in Mount Heres, hin Aijalon, and in Shaalbim, but the hand of the house of Joseph rested heavily on them, and they became subject to forced labor. 36And the border of the Amorites ran from ithe ascent of Akrabbim, from Sela and upward.

Israels Disobedience

 JUDGES 2 Now the angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to jBochim. And he said, I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, kI will never break my covenant with you, 2land you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; myou shall break down their altars. But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this you have done? 3So now I say, nI will not drive them out before you, but they shall become othorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you. 4As soon as the angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5And they called the name of that place Bochim.[1] And they sacrificed there to the LORD.

The Death of Joshua

 6When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take possession of the land. 7pAnd the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel. 8And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 9And they buried him within the boundaries of qhis inheritance in Timnath-heres, rin the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. 10And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel.

Israels Unfaithfulness

 11sAnd the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 12tAnd they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. uThey went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and vbowed down to them. wAnd they provoked the LORD to anger. 13They abandoned the LORD xand served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 14ySo the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he zgave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. aAnd he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, bso that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 15Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, cand as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress.

The LORD Raises Up Judges

 16dThen the LORD raised up judges, ewho saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 17Yet they did not listen to their judges, for fthey whored after other gods and bowed down to them. gThey soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. 18Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, hthe LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. iFor the LORD was moved to pity by jtheir groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 19But kwhenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. 20lSo the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he said, Because this people mhave transgressed my covenant that I commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, 21nI will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that Joshua left when he died, 22in order oto test Israel by them, whether they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did, or not. 23So the LORD left those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of Joshua.

 JUDGES 3 pNow these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2It was only in order that the generations of the people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those who had not known it before. 3These are the nations: qthe five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4They were for rthe testing of Israel, to know whether Israel would obey the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5So the people of Israel lived samong the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6tAnd their daughters they took to themselves for wives, and their own daughters they gave to their sons, and they served their gods.

Othniel

 7uAnd the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. They forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and vthe Asheroth. 8Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, wand he sold them into the hand of xCushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia. And the people of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years. 9But when the people of Israel ycried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a zdeliverer for the people of Israel, who saved them, aOthniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother. 10bThe Spirit of the LORD was upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand. And his hand prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim. 11cSo the land had rest forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

Ehud

 12dAnd the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD strengthened Eglon ethe king of Moab against Israel, because they had done what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 13He gathered to himself the Ammonites and the fAmalekites, and went and defeated Israel. And they took possession of gthe city of palms. 14And the people of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.

 15Then the people of Israel hcried out to the LORD, and the LORD raised up for them ha deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, ia left-handed man. The people of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab. 16And Ehud made for himself a sword with two edges, a cubit[1] in length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his clothes. 17And he presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man. 18And when Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who carried the tribute. 19But he himself turned back jat the idols near Gilgal and said, I have a secret message for you, O king. And he commanded, Silence. And all his attendants went out from his presence. 20And Ehud came to him as he was sitting alone in his kcool roof chamber. lAnd Ehud said, I have a message from God for you. And he arose from his seat. 21And Ehud reached with his left hand, took the sword from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly. 22And the hilt also went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not pull the sword out of his belly; and the dung came out. 23Then Ehud went out into the porch[2] and closed the doors of the roof chamber behind him mand locked them.

 24When he had gone, the servants came, and when they saw that the doors of the roof chamber were locked, they thought, nSurely he is relieving himself in the closet of the cool chamber. 25And they waited till they were embarrassed. But when he still did not open the doors of the roof chamber, they took the key and opened them, and there lay their lord dead on the floor.

 26Ehud escaped while they delayed, and he passed beyond othe idols and escaped to Seirah. 27When he arrived, phe sounded the trumpet in qthe hill country of Ephraim. Then the people of Israel went down with him from the hill country, and he was their leader. 28And he said to them, Follow after me, rfor the LORD has given your enemies the Moabites into your hand. So they went down after him and seized sthe fords of the Jordan against the Moabites and did not allow anyone to pass over. 29And they killed at that time about 10,000 of the Moabites, all strong, able-bodied men; not a man escaped. 30So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. tAnd the land had rest for eighty years.

Shamgar

 31After him was uShamgar the son of Anath, who killed 600 of the Philistines vwith an oxgoad, and he also wsaved Israel.

Deborah and Barak

 JUDGES 4 xAnd the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after Ehud died. 2And the LORD ysold them into the hand of zJabin king of Canaan, who reigned in zHazor. The commander of his army was aSisera, who lived in bHarosheth-hagoyim. 3Then the people of Israel ccried out to the LORD for help, for he had d900 chariots of iron and he oppressed the people of Israel cruelly for twenty years.

 4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in ethe hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for judgment. 6She sent and summoned fBarak the son of Abinoam from gKedesh-naphtali and said to him, Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, Go, gather your men at Mount hTabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the people of Zebulun. 7And I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabins army, to meet you by ithe river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, jand I will give him into your hand? 8Barak said to her, If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not go. 9And she said, I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will ksell Sisera into the hand of a woman. Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10And Barak called out lZebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. And 10,000 men went up at his heels, and Deborah went up with him.

 11Now Heber mthe Kenite had separated from the Kenites, the descendants of nHobab the father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far away as the oak in oZaanannim, which is near Kedesh.

 12When Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13Sisera called out all his chariots, p900 chariots of iron, and all the men who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon. 14And Deborah said to Barak, Up! For this is the day in which qthe LORD has given Sisera into your hand. rDoes not the LORD go out before you? So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him. 15sAnd the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army before Barak by the edge of the sword. And Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot. 16And Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left.

 17But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 18And Jael came out to meet Sisera and said to him, Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid. So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. 19And he said to her, Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty. So she opened ta skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. 20And he said to her, Stand at the opening of the tent, and if any man comes and asks you, Is anyone here? say, No. 21But Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple until it went down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he died. 22And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said to him, Come, and I will show you the man whom you are seeking. So he went in to her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the tent peg in his temple.

 23uSo on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the people of Israel. 24And the hand of the people of Israel pressed harder and harder against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.

The Song of Deborah and Barak

 JUDGES 5 vThen sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day:

 2 That the leaders took the lead in Israel,

that wthe people offered themselves willingly,

bless the LORD!

 3 Hear, O kings; give ear, O princes;

to the LORD I will sing;

I will make melody to the LORD, the God of Israel.

 4 LORD, xwhen you went out from Seir,

when you marched from the region of Edom,

ythe earth trembled

and the heavens dropped,

yes, the clouds dropped water.

5 The mountains zquaked before the LORD,

aeven Sinai before the LORD, the God of Israel.

 6 In the days of bShamgar, son of Anath,

in the days of cJael, dthe highways were abandoned,

and travelers kept to the byways.

7 The villagers ceased in Israel;

they ceased to be until I arose;

I, Deborah, arose as a mother in Israel.

8 eWhen new gods were chosen,

then war was in the gates.

fWas shield or spear to be seen

among forty thousand in Israel?

9 My heart goes out to the commanders of Israel

who goffered themselves willingly among the people.

Bless the LORD.

 10 Tell of it, hyou who ride on white donkeys,

you who sit on rich carpets[1]

and you who walk by the way.

11 To the sound of musicians[2] at the watering places,

there they repeat the righteous triumphs of the LORD,

the righteous triumphs of his villagers in Israel.

 Then down to the gates marched the people of the LORD.

 12 iAwake, awake, Deborah!

Awake, awake, break out in a song!

Arise, Barak, jlead away your captives,

O son of Abinoam.

13 Then down marched the remnant of the noble;

the people of the LORD marched down for me against the mighty.

14 From kEphraim their root lthey marched down into the valley,[3]

following you, Benjamin, with your kinsmen;

from mMachir marched down the commanders,

and from Zebulun those who bear the lieutenants[4] staff;

15 the princes of Issachar came with Deborah,

and Issachar faithful to nBarak;

into the valley they rushed at his heels.

Among the clans of Reuben

there were great searchings of heart.

16 Why did you sit still oamong the sheepfolds,

to hear the whistling for the flocks?

Among the clans of Reuben

there were great searchings of heart.

17 pGilead stayed beyond the Jordan;

qand Dan, why did he stay with the ships?

rAsher sat still sat the coast of the sea,

staying by his landings.

18 tZebulun is a people who risked their lives to the death;

tNaphtali, too, on the heights of the field.

 19 The kings came, they fought;

then fought the kings of Canaan,

at uTaanach, by the waters of vMegiddo;

wthey got no spoils of silver.

20 xFrom heaven the stars fought,

from their courses they fought against Sisera.

21 yThe torrent Kishon swept them away,

the ancient torrent, the torrent Kishon.

March on, my soul, with might!

 22 Then loud beat the horses hoofs

with the galloping, galloping of his steeds.

 23 Curse Meroz, says the angel of the LORD,

curse its inhabitants thoroughly,

zbecause they did not come to the help of the LORD,

to the help of the LORD against the mighty.

 24 Most blessed of women be aJael,

the wife of Heber the Kenite,

of tent-dwelling women most blessed.

25 bHe asked for water and she gave him milk;

she brought him curds in a nobles bowl.

26 cShe sent her hand to the tent peg

and her right hand to the workmens mallet;

she struck Sisera;

she crushed his head;

she shattered and pierced his temple.

27 Between her feet

he sank, he fell, he lay still;

between her feet

he sank, he fell;

where he sank,

there he felldead.

 28 dOut of the window she peered,

the mother of Sisera wailed through ethe lattice:

Why is his chariot so long in coming?

Why tarry the hoofbeats of his chariots?

29 Her wisest princesses answer,

indeed, she answers herself,

30 Have they not found and fdivided the spoil?

A womb or two for every man;

spoil of dyed materials for Sisera,

spoil of dyed materials embroidered,

two pieces of dyed work embroidered for the neck as spoil?

 31 gSo may all your enemies perish, O LORD!

But your friends be hlike the sun ias he rises in his might.

jAnd the land had rest for forty years.

Midian Oppresses Israel

 JUDGES 6 kThe people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD gave them into the hand of lMidian seven years. 2And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and mthe caves and the strongholds. 3For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and nthe Amalekites and othe people of the East would come up against them. 4They would encamp against them pand devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. 5For they would come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come qlike locusts in numberboth they and their camels could not be countedso that they laid waste the land as they came in. 6And Israel was brought very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel rcried out for help to the LORD.

 7When the people of Israel cried out to the LORD on account of the Midianites, 8the LORD sent a prophet to the people of Israel. And he said to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: sI led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of slavery. 9And I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and tdrove them out before you and gave you their land. 10And I said to you, I am the LORD your God; uyou shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But you have not obeyed my voice.

The Call of Gideon

 11Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash vthe Abiezrite, while his son wGideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12And xthe angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, yThe LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor. 13And Gideon said to him, Please, sir,[1] if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are zall his wonderful deeds athat our fathers recounted to us, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian. 14And the LORD[2] turned to him and said, Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; bdo not I send you? 15And he said to him, cPlease, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, dmy clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my fathers house. 16And the LORD said to him, eBut I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man. 17And he said to him, fIf now I have found favor in your eyes, then gshow me a sign that it is you who speak with me. 18Please hdo not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my present and set it before you. And he said, I will stay till you return.

 19So Gideon went into his house iand prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah[3] of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the terebinth and presented them. 20And the angel of God said to him, Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them jon this rock, and kpour the broth over them. And he did so. 21Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. lAnd fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. 22Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon said, mAlas, O Lord GOD! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face. 23But the LORD said to him, nPeace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die. 24Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and called it, oThe LORD Is Peace. To this day it still stands at pOphrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.

 25That night the LORD said to him, Take your fathers bull, and the second bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down qthe Asherah that is beside it 26and build an altar to the LORD your God on the top of the rstronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down. 27So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD had told him. But because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by night.

Gideon Destroys the Altar of Baal

 28When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the Asherah beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 29And they said to one another, Who has done this thing? And after they had searched and inquired, they said, Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing. 30Then the men of the town said to Joash, Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has broken down the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah beside it. 31But Joash said to all who stood against him, Will you contend for Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar has been broken down. 32Therefore on that day Gideon[4] was called sJerubbaal, that is to say, Let Baal contend against him, because he broke down his altar.

 33Now tall the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came together, and they crossed the Jordan and encamped in uthe Valley of Jezreel. 34But vthe Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon, wand he sounded the trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. 35xAnd he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, and they too were called out to follow him. xAnd he sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to meet them.

The Sign of the Fleece

 36yThen Gideon said to God, If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said, 37behold, I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said. 38And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 39Then Gideon said to God, zLet not your anger burn against me; let me speak just once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew. 40And God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was dew.

Gideons Three Hundred Men

 JUDGES 7 Then aJerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside bthe spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, cby the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

 2The LORD said to Gideon, The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, dlest Israel boast over me, saying, My own hand has saved me. 3Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, eWhoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead. Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained.

 4And the LORD said to Gideon, The people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, This one shall go with you, shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, This one shall not go with you, shall not go. 5So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink. 6And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7And the LORD said to Gideon, fWith the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home. 8So the people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him gin the valley.

 9That same hnight the LORD said to him, Arise, go down against the camp, ifor I have given it into your hand. 10But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. 11jAnd you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp. kThen he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in the camp. 12And the Midianites and the Amalekites and lall the people of the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, mas the sand that is on the seashore in abundance. 13When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat. 14And his comrade answered, This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.

 15As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand. 16And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with ntorches inside the jars. 17And he said to them, Look at me, and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do. 18When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp and shout, oFor the LORD and for Gideon.

Gideon Defeats Midian

 19So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. oAnd they cried out, A sword for the LORD and for Gideon! 21Every man stood in his place around the camp, pand all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22qWhen they blew the 300 trumpets, rthe LORD set severy mans sword against his comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah,[1] as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23And the men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.

 24tGideon sent messengers throughout uall the hill country of Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites and capture the waters against them, as far as vBeth-barah, and also the Jordan. So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and they captured the waters as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. 25And they captured wthe two princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb xat the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. Then they pursued Midian, and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon yacross the Jordan.

Gideon Defeats Zebah and Zalmunna

 JUDGES 8 zThen the men of Ephraim said to him, What is this that you have done to us, not to call us when you went to fight against Midian? And they accused him fiercely. 2And he said to them, What have I done now in comparison with you? Is not athe gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the grape harvest of Abiezer? 3bGod has given into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. What have I been able to do in comparison with you? cThen their anger[1] against him subsided when he said this.

 4And Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed over, he and dthe 300 men who were with him, exhausted yet pursuing. 5So he said to the men of eSuccoth, Please give loaves of bread to the people who follow me, for they are exhausted, and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian. 6And the officials of Succoth said, fAre the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, gthat we should give bread to your army? 7So Gideon said, Well then, when the LORD has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, hI will flail your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers. 8And from there he went up to iPenuel, and spoke to them in the same way, and the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had answered. 9And he said to the men of Penuel, jWhen I come again in peace, kI will break down this tower.

 10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about 15,000 men, all who were left of all the army of lthe people of the East, for there had fallen 120,000 men mwho drew the sword. 11And Gideon went up by the way of the tent dwellers east of nNobah and Jogbehah and attacked the army, for the army felt osecure. 12And Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued them pand captured the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and he threw all the army into a panic.

 13Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by the ascent of Heres. 14And he captured a young man of Succoth and questioned him. And he wrote down for him the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men. 15And he came to the men of Succoth and said, Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted me, saying, qAre the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread to your men who are exhausted? 16And he took the elders of the city, and he took thorns of the wilderness and briers and with them taught the men of Succoth a lesson. 17rAnd he broke down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city.

 18Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, Where are the men whom you killed at sTabor? They answered, As you are, so were they. Every one of them resembled the son of a king. 19And he said, They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. tAs the LORD lives, if you had saved them alive, I would not kill you. 20So he said to Jether his firstborn, Rise and kill them! But the young man did not draw his sword, for he was afraid, because he was still a young man. 21Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Rise yourself and fall upon us, for as the man is, so is his strength. And Gideon arose and ukilled Zebah and Zalmunna, and he took vthe crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels.

Gideons Ephod

 22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian. 23Gideon said to them, I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; wthe LORD will rule over you. 24And Gideon said to them, Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the earrings from his spoil. (For they had golden earrings, xbecause they were Ishmaelites.) 25And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings of his spoil. 26And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels[2] of gold, besides ythe crescent ornaments and zthe pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings of Midian, and besides the collars that were around the necks of their camels. 27And Gideon amade an ephod of it and put it in his city, bin Ophrah. And all Israel cwhored after it there, and it became a dsnare to Gideon and to his family. 28So Midian was subdued before the people of Israel, and they raised their heads no more. eAnd the land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon.

The Death of Gideon

 29fJerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30Now Gideon had gseventy sons, his own offspring,[3] for he had many wives. 31And his concubine hwho was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he called his name Abimelech. 32And Gideon the son of Joash died iin a good old age and was buried in the tomb of Joash his father, jat Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

 33kAs soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and lwhored after the Baals and made mBaal-berith their god. 34And the people of Israel ndid not remember the LORD their God, who had delivered them from the hand of all their enemies on every side, 35oand they did not show steadfast love to the family of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in return for all the good that he had done to Israel.

Abimelechs Conspiracy

 JUDGES 9 Now Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to phis mothers relatives and said to them and to the whole clan of his mothers family, 2Say in the ears of all the leaders of Shechem, Which is better for you, that all qseventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that one rule over you? Remember also that pI am ryour bone and your flesh.

 3And his mothers relatives spoke all these words on his behalf in the ears of all the leaders of Shechem, and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, sHe is our brother. 4And they gave him seventy pieces of silver out of the house of tBaal-berith with which Abimelech hired uworthless and reckless fellows, who followed him. 5And he went to his fathers house at vOphrah wand killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself. 6And all the leaders of Shechem came together, and all xBeth-millo, and they went and made Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar at Shechem.

 7When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood on top of yMount Gerizim and cried aloud and said to them, Listen to me, you leaders of Shechem, that God may listen to you. 8zThe trees once went out to anoint a king over them, and they said to the olive tree, aReign over us. 9But the olive tree said to them, Shall I leave my abundance, by which gods and men are honored, and go hold sway over the trees? 10And the trees said to the fig tree, You come and reign over us. 11But the fig tree said to them, Shall I leave my sweetness and my good fruit and go hold sway over the trees? 12And the trees said to the vine, You come and reign over us. 13But the vine said to them, Shall I leave my wine that bcheers God and men and go hold sway over the trees? 14Then all the trees said to the bramble, You come and reign over us. 15And the bramble said to the trees, If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, then come and ctake refuge in my shade, but if not, dlet fire come out of the bramble and devour ethe cedars of Lebanon.

 16Now therefore, if you acted in good faith and integrity when you made Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well with fJerubbaal and his house and have done to him gas his deeds deserved 17for my father fought for you and risked his life and delivered you from the hand of Midian, 18and you have risen up against my fathers house this day hand have killed his sons, seventy men on one stone, and have made iAbimelech, the son of his female servant, king over the leaders of Shechem, jbecause he is your relative 19if you then have acted in good faith and integrity with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then krejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. 20But if not, llet fire come out from Abimelech and devour the leaders of Shechem and Beth-millo; and let fire come out from the leaders of Shechem and from Beth-millo and devour Abimelech. 21And Jotham ran away and fled and went to mBeer and lived there, because of Abimelech his brother.

The Downfall of Abimelech

 22Abimelech ruled over Israel three years. 23nAnd God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the leaders of Shechem, and the leaders of Shechem odealt treacherously with Abimelech, 24pthat the violence done to the seventy sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood be laid on Abimelech their brother, who killed them, and on the men of Shechem, who strengthened his hands to kill his brothers. 25And the leaders of Shechem put men in ambush against him on the mountaintops, and they robbed all who passed by them along that way. And it was told to Abimelech.

 26And Gaal the son of Ebed moved into Shechem with his relatives, and the leaders of Shechem put confidence in him. 27And they went out into the field and gathered the grapes from their vineyards and trod them and held a festival; and they went into qthe house of their god and ate and drank and reviled Abimelech. 28And Gaal the son of Ebed said, rWho is Abimelech, and who are we of Shechem, that we should serve him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is not Zebul his officer? Serve the men of sHamor the father of Shechem; but why should we serve him? 29Would that this people were under my hand! Then I would remove Abimelech. I would say[1] to Abimelech, Increase your army, and come out.

 30When Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger was kindled. 31And he sent messengers to Abimelech secretly,[2] saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and his relatives have come to Shechem, and they are stirring up[3] the city against you. 32Now therefore, go by night, you and the people who are with you, and set an ambush in the field. 33Then in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, rise early and rush upon the city. And when he and the people who are with him come out against you, you may do to them tas your hand finds to do.

 34So Abimelech and all the men who were with him rose up by night and set an ambush against Shechem in four companies. 35And Gaal the son of Ebed went out and stood in the entrance of the gate of the city, and Abimelech and the people who were with him rose from the ambush. 36And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Look, people are coming down from uthe mountaintops! And Zebul said to him, You mistake[4] the shadow of the mountains for men. 37Gaal spoke again and said, Look, people are coming down from the center of the land, and one company is coming from the direction of the Diviners Oak. 38Then Zebul said to him, Where is your mouth now, you who said, vWho is Abimelech, that we should serve him? Are not these the people whom you despised? Go out now and fight with them. 39And Gaal went out at the head of the leaders of Shechem and fought with Abimelech. 40And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him. And many fell wounded, up to the entrance of the gate. 41And Abimelech lived at Arumah, and Zebul drove out Gaal and his relatives, so that they could not dwell at Shechem.

 42On the following day, the people went out into the field, and Abimelech was told. 43He took his people and divided them into three companies and set an ambush in the fields. And he looked and saw the people coming out of the city. So he rose against them and killed them. 44Abimelech and the company that was with him wrushed forward and stood at the entrance of the gate of the city, while the two companies rushed upon all who were in the field and killed them. 45And Abimelech fought against the city all that day. He captured the city and killed the people who were in it, and xhe razed the city and ysowed it with salt.

 46When all the leaders of the Tower of Shechem heard of it, they entered zthe stronghold of the house of aEl-berith. 47Abimelech was told that all the leaders of the Tower of Shechem were gathered together. 48And Abimelech went up to Mount bZalmon, he and all the people who were with him. And Abimelech took an axe in his hand and cut down a bundle of brushwood and took it up and laid it on his shoulder. And he said to the men who were with him, What you have seen me do, hurry and do as I have done. 49So every one of the people cut down his bundle and following Abimelech put it against cthe stronghold, and they set the stronghold on fire over them, so that all the people of the Tower of Shechem also died, about 1,000 men and women.

 50Then Abimelech went to Thebez and encamped against Thebez and captured it. 51But there was a strong tower within the city, and all the men and women and all the leaders of the city fled to it and shut themselves in, and they went up to the roof of the tower. 52And Abimelech came to the tower and fought against it and drew near to the door of the tower to burn it with fire. 53dAnd a certain woman threw an upper millstone on Abimelechs head and crushed his skull. 54eThen he called quickly to the young man his armor-bearer and said to him, Draw your sword and kill me, lest they say of me, A woman killed him. And his young man thrust him through, and he died. 55And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, everyone departed to his home. 56fThus God returned the evil of Abimelech, which he committed against his father in killing his seventy brothers. 57And God also made all the evil of the men of Shechem return on their heads, and upon them came gthe curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.

Tola and Jair

 JUDGES 10 After Abimelech there arose to hsave Israel Tola the son of Puah, son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, and he lived at Shamir in ithe hill country of Ephraim. 2And he judged Israel twenty-three years. Then he died and was buried at Shamir.

 3After him arose Jair the Gileadite, who judged Israel twenty-two years. 4And he had thirty sons who jrode on thirty donkeys, and they had thirty cities, called Havvoth-jair to this day, kwhich are in the land of Gilead. 5And Jair died and was buried in Kamon.

Further Disobedience and Oppression

 6lThe people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD mand served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, nthe gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And they oforsook the LORD and did not serve him. 7So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and phe sold them into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the Ammonites, 8and they crushed and oppressed the people of Israel that year. For eighteen years they oppressed all the people of Israel who were beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead. 9And the Ammonites crossed the Jordan to fight also against Judah and against Benjamin and against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed.

 10And the people of Israel qcried out to the LORD, saying, We have sinned against you, because rwe have forsaken our God and have served the Baals. 11And the LORD said to the people of Israel, Did I not save you sfrom the Egyptians and tfrom the Amorites, ufrom the Ammonites and vfrom the Philistines? 12The Sidonians also, and wthe Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you, and you cried out to me, and I xsaved you out of their hand. 13Yet you have yforsaken me and served other gods; therefore I will save you no more. 14Go and cry out zto the gods whom you have chosen; let them save you in the time of your distress. 15And the people of Israel said to the LORD, We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you. Only please deliver us this day. 16So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the LORD, and ahe became impatient over the misery of Israel.

 17Then the Ammonites were called to arms, and they encamped in Gilead. And the people of Israel came together, and they encamped at bMizpah. 18And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said one to another, Who is the man who will begin to fight against the Ammonites? cHe shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.

Jephthah Delivers Israel

 JUDGES 11 Now dJephthah the Gileadite was ea mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute. Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 2And Gileads wife also bore him sons. And when his wifes sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him, You shall not have an inheritance in our fathers house, for you are the son of another woman. 3Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of fTob, and gworthless fellows collected around Jephthah and went out with him.

 4After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel. 5And when the Ammonites made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land of fTob. 6And they said to Jephthah, Come and be our leader, that we may fight against the Ammonites. 7But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, Did you not hate me and drive me out of my fathers house? Why have you come to me now when you are in distress? 8And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, That is why we have turned to you now, that you may go with us and fight against the Ammonites and hbe our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 9Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, If you bring me home again to fight against the Ammonites, and the LORD gives them over to me, I will be your head. 10And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, iThe LORD will be witness between us, if we do not do as you say. 11So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people jmade him head and leader over them. And Jephthah spoke all his words kbefore the LORD at lMizpah.

 12Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites and said, What do you have against me, that you have come to me to fight against my land? 13And the king of the Ammonites answered the messengers of Jephthah, mBecause Israel on coming up from Egypt took away my land, from the nArnon to the oJabbok and to the Jordan; now therefore restore it peaceably. 14Jephthah again sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites 15and said to him, Thus says Jephthah: pIsrael did not take away the land of Moab or the land of the Ammonites, 16but when they came up from Egypt, Israel went through the wilderness qto the Red Sea and rcame to Kadesh. 17sIsrael then sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, Please let us pass through your land, tbut the king of Edom would not listen. And they sent also to the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel uremained at Kadesh.

 18Then they journeyed through the wilderness and vwent around the land of Edom and the land of Moab and warrived on the east side of the land of Moab and xcamped on the other side of the Arnon. But they did not enter the territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary of Moab. 19yIsrael then sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon, and Israel said to him, Please let us pass through your land to our country, 20but Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through his territory, so Sihon gathered all his people together and encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel. 21And the LORD, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them. So Israel took possession of all the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that country. 22And they took possession of all the territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan. 23So then the LORD, the God of Israel, dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel; and are you to take possession of them? 24Will you not possess what zChemosh your god gives you to possess? aAnd all that the LORD our God has dispossessed before us, we will possess. 25Now are you any better than bBalak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever contend against Israel, or did he ever go to war with them? 26While Israel lived cin Heshbon and its villages, and din Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the Arnon, 300 years, why did you not deliver them within that time? 27I therefore have not sinned against you, and you do me wrong by making war on me. eThe LORD, the Judge, decide this day between the people of Israel and the people of Ammon. 28But the king of the Ammonites did not listen to the words of Jephthah that he sent to him.

Jephthahs Tragic Vow

 29fThen the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the Ammonites. 30And Jephthah gmade a vow to the LORD and said, If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, 31then whatever[1] comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites hshall be the LORDs, and iI will offer it[2] up for a burnt offering. 32So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the LORD gave them into his hand. 33And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of jMinnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel.

 34Then Jephthah came to his home at kMizpah. And behold, his daughter came out to meet him lwith tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither son nor daughter. 35And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I have opened my mouth to the LORD, mand I cannot take back my vow. 36And she said to him, My father, you have opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites. 37So she said to her father, Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that I may go up and down on the mountains and weep for my virginity, I and my companions. 38So he said, Go. Then he sent her away for two months, and she departed, she and her companions, and wept for her virginity on the mountains. 39And at the end of two months, she returned to her father, nwho did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had never known a man, and it became a custom in Israel 40that the daughters of Israel went year by year to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year.

Jephthahs Conflict with Ephraim

 JUDGES 12 oThe men of Ephraim were called to arms, and they crossed to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, Why did you cross over to fight against the Ammonites and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house over you with fire. 2And Jephthah said to them, I and my people had a great dispute with the Ammonites, and when I called you, you did not save me from their hand. 3And when I saw that you would not save me, pI took my life in my hand and crossed over against the Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day to fight against me? 4Then Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim. And the men of Gilead struck Ephraim, because they said, qYou are fugitives of Ephraim, you Gileadites, in the midst of Ephraim and Manasseh. 5And the Gileadites captured rthe fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. And when any of the fugitives of Ephraim said, Let me go over, the men of Gilead said to him, Are you an Ephraimite? When he said, No, 6they said to him, Then say Shibboleth, and he said, Sibboleth, for he could not pronounce it right. Then they seized him and slaughtered him at rthe fords of the Jordan. At that time 42,000 of the Ephraimites fell.

 7Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was buried in his city in Gilead.[1]

Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon

 8After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 9He had thirty sons, and thirty daughters he gave in marriage outside his clan, and thirty daughters he brought in from outside for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years. 10Then Ibzan died and was buried at Bethlehem.

 11After him Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel, and he judged Israel ten years. 12Then Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried at Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.

 13After him Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel. 14He had forty ssons and thirty grandsons, who trode on seventy donkeys, and he judged Israel eight years. 15Then Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and was buried at Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites.

The Birth of Samson

 JUDGES 13 And the people of Israel again udid what was evil in the sight of the LORD, so the LORD gave them vinto the hand of the Philistines for forty years.

 2There was a certain man of wZorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. xAnd his wife was barren and had no children. 3yAnd the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, Behold, you are barren and have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 4Therefore be careful zand drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, 5for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. aNo razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be za Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall bbegin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines. 6Then the woman came and told her husband, cA man of God came to me, and his appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. dI did not ask him where he was from, and he did not tell me his name, 7but he said to me, eBehold, you shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.

 8Then Manoah prayed to the LORD and said, O Lord, please let the man of God whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we are to do with the child who will be born. 9And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman as she sat in the field. But Manoah her husband was not with her. 10So the woman ran quickly and told her husband, Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared to me. 11And Manoah arose and went after his wife and came to the man and said to him, Are you the man who spoke to this woman? And he said, I am. 12And Manoah said, Now when your words come true, fwhat is to be the childs manner of life, and what is his mission? 13And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, Of all that I said to the woman let her be careful. 14She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine, gneither let her drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. All that I commanded her let her observe.

 15Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, Please let us detain you and hprepare a young goat for you. 16And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, If you detain me, I will not eat of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the LORD. (For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.) 17And Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, iWhat is your name, so that, when your words come true, we may honor you? 18And the angel of the LORD said to him, jWhy do you ask my name, seeing kit is wonderful? 19So lManoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the LORD, to the one who works[1] wonders, and Manoah and his wife were watching. 20And when the flame went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD went up in the flame of the altar. Now Manoah and his wife were watching, mand they fell on their faces to the ground.

 21The angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and to his wife. nThen Manoah knew that he was the angel of the LORD. 22And Manoah said to his wife, nWe shall surely die, for we have seen God. 23But his wife said to him, If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these. 24And the woman bore a son and called his name Samson. oAnd the young man grew, and the LORD blessed him. 25pAnd the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, between qZorah and Eshtaol.

Samsons Marriage

 JUDGES 14 rSamson went down to sTimnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the Philistines. 2Then he came up and told his father and mother, I saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. tNow get her for me as my wife. 3But his father and mother said to him, Is there not a woman among the daughters uof your relatives, or among all our people, that you must go to take a wife from the vuncircumcised Philistines? But Samson said to his father, Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes.

 4His father and mother did not know that it was wfrom the LORD, for he was seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. xAt that time the Philistines ruled over Israel.

 5Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and they came to the vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring. 6yThen the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the lion in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. 7Then he went down and talked with the woman, and she was right in Samsons eyes.

 8After some days he returned to take her. And he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. 9He scraped it out into his hands and went on, eating as he went. And he came to his father and mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not tell them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion.

 10His father went down to the woman, and Samson prepared a feast there, for so the young men used to do. 11As soon as the people saw him, they brought thirty companions to be with him. 12And Samson said to them, zLet me now put a riddle to you. If you can tell me what it is, within athe seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty bchanges of clothes, 13but if you cannot tell me what it is, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothes. And they said to him, Put your riddle, that we may hear it. 14And he said to them,

 Out of the eater came something to eat.

Out of the strong came something sweet.

And in three days they could not solve the riddle.

 15On the fourth[1] day they said to Samsons wife, cEntice your husband to tell us what the riddle is, dlest we burn you and your fathers house with fire. Have you invited us here to impoverish us? 16And Samsons wife wept over him and said, eYou only hate me; you do not love me. You have put a riddle to my people, and you have not told me what it is. And he said to her, Behold, I have not told my father nor my mother, and shall I tell you? 17She wept before him the seven days that their feast lasted, and on the seventh day he told her, because fshe pressed him hard. Then she told the riddle to her people. 18And the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down,

 What is sweeter than honey?

What is stronger than a lion?

And he said to them,

 If you had not plowed with my heifer,

you would not have found out my riddle.

 19gAnd the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and he went down to hAshkelon and struck down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to those who had told the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his fathers house. 20And Samsons wife was given to ihis companion, jwho had been his best man.

Samson Defeats the Philistines

 JUDGES 15 After some days, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife with ka young goat. And he said, I will go in to my wife in the chamber. But her father would not allow him to go in. 2And her father said, I really thought that you utterly hated her, lso I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister more beautiful than she? Please take her instead. 3And Samson said to them, This time I shall be innocent in regard to the Philistines, when I do them harm. 4So Samson went and caught 300 foxes and took torches. And he turned them tail to tail and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5And when he had set fire to the torches, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines and set fire to the stacked grain and the standing grain, as well as the olive orchards. 6Then the Philistines said, Who has done this? And they said, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife mand given her to his companion. And the Philistines came up and nburned her and her father with fire. 7And Samson said to them, If this is what you do, I swear I will be avenged on you, and after that I will quit. 8And he struck them hip and thigh with a great blow, and he went down and stayed in the ocleft of the rock of Etam.

 9Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah and pmade a raid on qLehi. 10And the men of Judah said, Why have you come up against us? They said, We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us. 11Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, Do you not know that rthe Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you have done to us? And he said to them, As they did to me, so have I done to them. 12And they said to him, We have come down to bind you, that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines. And Samson said to them, Swear to me that you will not attack me yourselves. 13They said to him, No; we will only bind you and give you into their hands. We will surely not kill you. So they bound him with two snew ropes and brought him up from the rock.

 14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him. tThen the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and the ropes that were on his arms became as flax that has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. 15And he found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, and put out his hand and took it, uand with it he struck 1,000 men. 16And Samson said,

 With the jawbone of a donkey,

heaps upon heaps,

with the jawbone of a donkey

have I struck down a thousand men.

 17As soon as he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone out of his hand. And that place vwas called Ramath-lehi.[1]

 18And he was very thirsty, and he called upon the LORD and said, wYou have granted this great salvation by the hand of your servant, and shall I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised? 19And God split open the hollow place that is vat Lehi, and water came out from it. And when he drank, xhis spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore the name of it was called En-hakkore;[2] it is at Lehi to this day. 20And he judged Israel yin the days of the Philistines twenty years.

Samson and Delilah

 JUDGES 16 Samson went to zGaza, and there he saw a prostitute, and he went in to her. 2The Gazites were told, Samson has come here. And they asurrounded the place and set an ambush for him all night at the gate of the city. They kept quiet all night, saying, Let us wait till the light of the morning; then we will kill him. 3But Samson lay till midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and pulled them up, bar and all, and put them on his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron.

 4After this he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5And bthe lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, cSeduce him, and see where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to dhumble him. And we will each give you 1,100 pieces of silver. 6So Delilah said to Samson, Please tell me where your great strength lies, and how you might be bound, that one could dsubdue you.

 7Samson said to her, If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, ethen I shall become weak and be like any other man. 8Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she bound him with them. 9Now she had men lying in ambush in an inner chamber. And she said to him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson! But he snapped the bowstrings, as a thread of flax snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not known.

 10Then Delilah said to Samson, Behold, you have mocked me and told me lies. Please tell me how you might be bound. 11And he said to her, If they bind me with fnew ropes that have not been used, then I shall become weak and be like any other man. 12So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them and said to him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson! And the men lying in ambush were in an inner chamber. But he snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread.

 13Then Delilah said to Samson, Until now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me how you might be bound. And he said to her, If you weave the seven locks of my head with the web and fasten it tight with the pin, then I shall become weak and be like any other man. 14So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head and wove them into the web.[1] And she made them tight with the pin and said to him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson! But he awoke from his sleep and pulled away the pin, the loom, and the web.

 15And she said to him, gHow can you say, I love you, when your heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and you have not told me where your great strength lies. 16And hwhen she pressed him hard with her words day after day, and urged him, his soul was vexed to death. 17And he told her all his heart, and said to her, iA razor has never come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mothers womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak and be like any other man.

 18When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up again, for he has told me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought jthe money in their hands. 19She made him sleep on her knees. And she called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began kto torment him, and his strength left him. 20And she said, The Philistines are upon you, Samson! And he awoke from his sleep and said, I will go out as at other times and shake myself free. But he did not know that lthe LORD had left him. 21And the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles. mAnd he ground at the mill in the prison. 22But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.

The Death of Samson

 23Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to nDagon their god and to rejoice, and they said, Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hand. 24And when the people saw him, othey praised their god. For they said, Our god has given our enemy into our hand, the ravager of our country, who has killed many of us.[2] 25And pwhen their hearts were merry, they said, Call Samson, that he may entertain us. So they called Samson out of the prison, and he entertained them. They made him stand between the pillars. 26And Samson said to the young man who held him by the hand, Let me feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against them. 27Now the house was full of men and women. All the lords of the Philistines were there, and qon the roof there were about 3,000 men and women, who looked on while Samson entertained.

 28Then Samson called to the LORD and said, O Lord GOD, rplease remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes. 29And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other. 30And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. Then he bowed with all his strength, and the house fell upon the lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during his life. 31Then his brothers and all his family came down and took him and brought him up and buried him sbetween Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had judged Israel twenty years.

Micah and the Levite

 JUDGES 17 There was a man of tthe hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 2And he said to his mother, The 1,100 pieces of silver that were taken from you, about which you uttered a curse, and also spoke it in my ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. And his mother said, uBlessed be my son by the LORD. 3And he restored the 1,100 pieces of silver to his mother. And his mother said, I dedicate the silver to the LORD from my hand for my son, to make va carved image and wa metal image. Now therefore I will restore it to you. 4So when he restored the money to his mother, his mother xtook 200 pieces of silver and gave it to the silversmith, who made it into a carved image and a metal image. And it was in the house of Micah. 5And the man Micah had a shrine, and he made yan ephod and zhousehold gods, and aordained[1] one of his sons, who became his priest. 6bIn those days there was no king in Israel. cEveryone did what was right in his own eyes.

 7Now there was a young man of dBethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he sojourned there. 8And the man departed from the town of Bethlehem in Judah to sojourn where he could find a place. And as he journeyed, he came to ethe hill country of Ephraim to the house of Micah. 9And Micah said to him, Where do you come from? And he said to him, I am a Levite of Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to sojourn where I may find a place. 10And Micah said to him, Stay with me, and be to me fa father and a priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year and a suit of clothes and your living. And the Levite went in. 11And the Levite gwas content to dwell with the man, and the young man became to him like one of his sons. 12And Micah hordained the Levite, and the young man ibecame his priest, and was in the house of Micah. 13Then Micah said, Now I know that the LORD will prosper me, because I have a Levite as priest.

Danites Take the Levite and the Idol

 JUDGES 18 jIn those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days kthe tribe of the people of Dan was seeking for itself an inheritance to dwell in, for until then no inheritance among the tribes of Israel had fallen to them. 2So the people of Dan sent five able men from the whole number of their tribe, lfrom Zorah and from Eshtaol, mto spy out the land and to explore it. And they said to them, Go and explore the land. And they came nto the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and lodged there. 3When they were by the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the young Levite. And they turned aside and said to him, Who brought you here? What are you doing in this place? What is your business here? 4And he said to them, This is how Micah dealt with me: ohe has hired me, and I have become his priest. 5And they said to him, pInquire of God, please, that we may know whether the journey on which we are setting out will succeed. 6And the priest said to them, qGo in peace. The journey on which you go is under the eye of the LORD.

 7Then the five men departed and came to rLaish and saw the people who were there, how they lived in security, after the manner of the Sidonians, squiet and unsuspecting, lacking[1] nothing that is in the earth and possessing wealth, and how tthey were far from the Sidonians and had no dealings with anyone. 8And when they came to their brothers at uZorah and Eshtaol, their brothers said to them, What do you report? 9They said, vArise, and let us go up against them, for we have seen the land, and behold, it is very good. wAnd will you do nothing? xDo not be slow to go, to enter in and possess the land. 10As soon as you go, you will come to an yunsuspecting people. The land is spacious, for God has given it into your hands, za place where there is no lack of anything that is in the earth.

 11So 600 men of the tribe of Dan, aarmed with weapons of war, set out from Zorah and Eshtaol, 12and went up and encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. On this account that place is called bMahaneh-dan[2] to this day; behold, it is west of cKiriath-jearim. 13And they passed on from there to dthe hill country of Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah.

 14Then the five men who had gone to scout out the country of Laish said to their brothers, Do you know that ein these houses there are an ephod, household gods, a carved image, and a metal image? Now therefore consider what you will do. 15And they turned aside there and came to the house of the young Levite, at the home of Micah, and fasked him about his welfare. 16Now the 600 men of the Danites, garmed with their weapons of war, stood by the entrance of the gate. 17And hthe five men who had gone to scout out the land went up and entered and took ithe carved image, the ephod, the household gods, and the metal image, while the priest stood by the entrance of the gate with the 600 men armed with weapons of war. 18And when these went into Micahs house and took ithe carved image, the ephod, the household gods, and the metal image, the priest said to them, What are you doing? 19And they said to him, Keep quiet; jput your hand on your mouth and come with us and be to us ka father and a priest. Is it better for you to be priest to the house of one man, or to be priest to a tribe and clan in Israel? 20And the priests heart was glad. He took the ephod and the household gods and the carved image and went along with the people.

 21So they turned and departed, putting the little ones and the livestock and lthe goods in front of them. 22When they had gone a distance from the home of Micah, the men who were in the houses near Micahs house were called out, and they overtook the people of Dan. 23And they shouted to the people of Dan, who turned around and said to Micah, What is the matter with you, that you come with such a company? 24And he said, mYou take my gods that I made and the priest, and go away, and what have I left? How then do you ask me, What is the matter with you? 25And the people of Dan said to him, Do not let your voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows fall upon you, and you lose your life with the lives of your household. 26Then the people of Dan went their way. And when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back to his home.

 27But the people of Dan took what Micah had made, and the priest who belonged to him, and they came to Laish, to a people nquiet and unsuspecting, and ostruck them with the edge of the sword and burned the city with fire. 28And there was no deliverer because it was pfar from Sidon, and they had no dealings with anyone. It was in the valley that belongs to qBeth-rehob. Then they rebuilt the city and lived in it. 29And they named the city rDan, after the name of Dan their ancestor, who was born to Israel; but sthe name of the city was Laish at the first. 30And the people of Dan set up the carved image for themselves, and Jonathan the son of Gershom, tson of Moses,[3] uand his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day vof the captivity of the land. 31So they set up Micahs carved image that he made, was long as the house of God was at Shiloh.

A Levite and His Concubine

 JUDGES 19 In those days, xwhen there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was sojourning in the remote parts of ythe hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine from zBethlehem in Judah. 2And his concubine was unfaithful to[1] him, and she went away from him to her fathers house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there some four months. 3Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her and bring her back. He had with him his servant and a couple of donkeys. And she brought him into her fathers house. And when the girls father saw him, he came with joy to meet him. 4And his father-in-law, the girls father, made him stay, and he remained with him three days. So they ate and drank and spent the night there. 5And on the fourth day they arose early in the morning, and he prepared to go, but the girls father said to his son-in-law, aStrengthen your heart with a morsel of bread, and after that you may go. 6So the two of them sat and ate and drank together. And the girls father said to the man, Be pleased to spend the night, and blet your heart be merry. 7And when the man rose up to go, his father-in-law pressed him, till he spent the night there again. 8And on the fifth day he arose early in the morning to depart. And the girls father said, cStrengthen your heart and wait until the day declines. So they ate, both of them. 9And when the man and his concubine and his servant rose up to depart, his father-in-law, the girls father, said to him, Behold, now the day has waned toward evening. Please, spend the night. Behold, the day draws to its close. Lodge here and let your heart be merry, and tomorrow you shall arise early in the morning for your journey, and go home.

 10But the man would not spend the night. He rose up and departed and arrived opposite dJebus (that is, Jerusalem). He had with him a couple of saddled donkeys, and his concubine was with him. 11When they were near Jebus, the day was nearly over, and the servant said to his master, Come now, let us turn aside to this city of the Jebusites and spend the night in it. 12And his master said to him, We will not turn aside into the city of foreigners, who do not belong to the people of Israel, but we will pass on to eGibeah. 13And he said to his young man, Come and let us draw near to one of these places and spend the night at Gibeah or at fRamah. 14So they passed on and went their way. And the sun went down on them near Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, 15and they turned aside there, to go in and spend the night at Gibeah. And he went in and sat down in the open square of the city, gfor no one took them into his house to spend the night.

 16And behold, an old man was coming from his work in the field at evening. The man was from hthe hill country of Ephraim, and he was sojourning in Gibeah. iThe men of the place were Benjaminites. 17And he lifted up his eyes and saw the traveler in the open square of the city. And the old man said, Where are you going? And where do you come from? 18And he said to him, We are passing from Bethlehem in Judah to the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, from which I come. I went to Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going jto the house of the Lord,[2] gbut no one has taken me into his house. 19We have straw and feed for our donkeys, with bread and wine for me and your female servant and the young man with your servants. kThere is no lack of anything. 20And the old man said, lPeace be to you; I will care for all your wants. mOnly, do not spend the night in the square. 21So he brought him into his house and gave the donkeys feed. nAnd they washed their feet, and ate and drank.

Gibeahs Crime

 22As they were omaking their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless fellows, psurrounded the house, beating on the door. And they said to the old man, the master of the house, Bring out the man who came into your house, that we may know him. 23And the man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to them, No, my brothers, qdo not act so wickedly; since this man has come into my house, rdo not do this vile thing. 24sBehold, here are my virgin daughter and his concubine. Let me bring them out now. tViolate them and do with them what seems good to you, but against this man rdo not do this outrageous thing. 25But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his concubine and made her go out to them. And they knew her and abused her all night until the morning. And as the dawn began to break, they let her go. 26And as morning appeared, the woman came and fell down at the door of the mans house where her master was, until it was light.

 27And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold. 28He said to her, Get up, let us be going. uBut there was no answer. Then he put her on the donkey, and the man rose up and went away to his home. 29And when he entered his house, he took a knife, and taking hold of his concubine he vdivided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel. 30wAnd all who saw it said, Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the people of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day; xconsider it, take counsel, and speak.

Israels War with the Tribe of Benjamin

 JUDGES 20 Then yall the people of Israel came out, zfrom Dan to Beersheba, including the land of Gilead, and the congregation assembled as one man to the LORD at aMizpah. 2And the bchiefs of all the people, of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, 400,000 men on foot cthat drew the sword. 3(Now the people of Benjamin heard that the people of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) And the people of Israel said, Tell us, how did this evil happen? 4And the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, dI came to Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to spend the night. 5eAnd the leaders of Gibeah rose against me and surrounded the house against me by night. They meant to kill me, and they violated my concubine, and she is dead. 6fSo I took hold of my concubine and cut her in pieces and sent her throughout all the country of the inheritance of Israel, for they have committed abomination and goutrage in Israel. 7Behold, you people of Israel, all of you, hgive your advice and counsel here.

 8And all the people arose as one man, saying, None of us will go to his tent, and none of us will return to his house. 9But now this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will go up against it by lot, 10and we will take ten men of a hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, and a hundred of a thousand, and a thousand of ten thousand, to bring provisions for the people, that when they come they may repay Gibeah of Benjamin, for all the outrage that they have committed in Israel. 11So all the men of Israel gathered against the city, united as one man.

 12iAnd the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What evil is this that has taken place among you? 13Now therefore give up the men, jthe worthless fellows in Gibeah, that we may put them to death kand purge evil from Israel. But the Benjaminites would not listen to the voice of their brothers, the people of Israel. 14Then the people of Benjamin came together out of the cities to Gibeah to go out to battle against the people of Israel. 15And the people of Benjamin mustered out of their cities on that day l26,000 men mwho drew the sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who mustered 700 chosen men. 16Among all these were 700 chosen men who were nleft-handed; every one could sling a stone at a hair and not miss. 17And the men of Israel, apart from Benjamin, mustered m400,000 men who drew the sword; all these were men of war.

 18The people of Israel arose and went up to oBethel and inquired of God, pWho shall go up first for us to fight against the people of Benjamin? And the LORD said, pJudah shall go up first.

 19Then the people of Israel rose in the morning and encamped against Gibeah. 20And the men of Israel went out to fight against Benjamin, and the men of Israel drew up the battle line against them at Gibeah. 21qThe people of Benjamin came out of Gibeah and destroyed on that day 22,000 men of the Israelites. 22But the people, the men of Israel, took courage, and again formed the battle line in the same place where they had formed it on the first day. 23rAnd the people of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until the evening. And they inquired of the LORD, Shall we again draw near to fight against our brothers, the people of Benjamin? And the LORD said, Go up against them.

 24So the people of Israel came near against the people of Benjamin the second day. 25And Benjamin swent against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed 18,000 men of the people of Israel. All these were men who tdrew the sword. 26Then all the people of Israel, the whole army, went up and came to uBethel and wept. They sat there before the LORD and fasted that day until evening, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 27And the people of Israel inquired of the LORD v(for the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, 28and wPhinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, xministered before it in those days), saying, Shall we go out once more to battle against our brothers, the people of Benjamin, or shall we cease? And the LORD said, Go up, for tomorrow I will give them into your hand.

 29ySo Israel set men in ambush around Gibeah. 30And the people of Israel went up against the people of Benjamin on the third day and set themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times. 31And the people of Benjamin went out against the people and were drawn away from the city. And as at other times they began to strike and kill some of the people in the highways, zone of which goes up to aBethel and the other to Gibeah, and in the open country, about thirty men of Israel. 32And the people of Benjamin said, bThey are routed before us, as at the first. But the people of Israel said, Let us flee and draw them away from the city to the highways. 33And all the men of Israel rose up out of their place and set themselves in array at Baal-tamar, and the men of Israel who were in ambush rushed out of their place from Maareh-geba.[1] 34And there came against Gibeah 10,000 chosen men out of all Israel, and the battle was hard, cbut the Benjaminites did not know that disaster was close upon them. 35And the LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel, and the people of Israel destroyed 25,100 men of Benjamin that day. All these were men who ddrew the sword. 36So the people of Benjamin saw that they were defeated.

The men of Israel gave ground to Benjamin, because they trusted the men in ambush whom they had set against Gibeah. 37eThen the men in ambush hurried and rushed against Gibeah; the men in ambush moved out and struck all the city with the edge of the sword. 38Now the appointed signal between the men of Israel and the men in the main ambush was that when they made a great cloud of smoke rise up out of the city 39the men of Israel should turn in battle. Now Benjamin had begun to strike and kill about thirty men of Israel. They said, fSurely they are defeated before us, as in the first battle. 40But when the signal began to rise out of the city in a column of smoke, the Benjaminites looked behind them, and behold, gthe whole of the city went up in smoke to heaven. 41Then the men of Israel turned, and the men of Benjamin were dismayed, hfor they saw that disaster was close upon them. 42Therefore they turned their backs before the men of Israel in ithe direction of the wilderness, but the battle overtook them. And those who came out of the cities were destroying them in their midst. 43Surrounding the Benjaminites, they pursued them and trod them down from Nohah[2] as far as opposite Gibeah on the east. 44Eighteen thousand men of Benjamin fell, all of them men of valor. 45And they turned iand fled toward the wilderness to the rock of jRimmon. Five thousand men of them were cut down in the highways. And they were pursued hard to Gidom, and 2,000 men of them were struck down. 46So all who fell that day of Benjamin were 25,000 men who drew the sword, all of them men of valor. 47But 600 men turned and ifled toward the wilderness to the rock of jRimmon and remained at the rock of Rimmon four months. 48And the men of Israel turned back against the people of Benjamin and struck them with the edge of the sword, the city, men and beasts and all that they found. And all the towns that they found they set on fire.

Wives Provided for the Tribe of Benjamin

 JUDGES 21 Now the men of Israel had sworn kat Mizpah, No one of us shall give his daughter in marriage to Benjamin. 2And the people came to lBethel and sat there till evening before God, and they lifted up their voices and wept bitterly. 3And they said, O LORD, the God of Israel, why has this happened in Israel, that today there should be one tribe lacking in Israel? 4And the next day the people rose early and mbuilt there an altar and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 5And the people of Israel said, Which of all the tribes of Israel did not come up in the assembly to the LORD? nFor they had taken a great oath concerning him who did not come up to the LORD to Mizpah, saying, He shall surely be put to death. 6And the people of Israel ohad compassion for Benjamin their brother and said, One tribe is cut off from Israel this day. 7pWhat shall we do for wives for those who are left, since we have sworn by the LORD that we will not give them any of our daughters for wives?

 8And they said, What one is there of the tribes of Israel that did not come up to the LORD to Mizpah? And behold, no one had come to the camp from qJabesh-gilead, to the assembly. 9For when the people were mustered, behold, not one of the inhabitants of qJabesh-gilead was there. 10So the congregation sent 12,000 of their bravest men there and commanded them, rGo and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword; also the women and the little ones. 11This is what you shall do: severy male and every woman that has lain with a male you shall devote to destruction. 12And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young virgins who had not known a man by lying with him, and they brought them to the camp at tShiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

 13Then the whole congregation sent word to the people of Benjamin who were at the urock of Rimmon and vproclaimed peace to them. 14And Benjamin returned at that time. And they gave them the women whom they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh-gilead, but they were not enough for them. 15And the people whad compassion on Benjamin because the LORD had made a breach in the tribes of Israel.

 16Then the elders of the congregation said, xWhat shall we do for wives for those who are left, since the women are destroyed out of Benjamin? 17And they said, There must be an inheritance for the survivors of Benjamin, that a tribe not be blotted out from Israel. 18Yet we cannot give them wives from our daughters. yFor the people of Israel had sworn, Cursed be he who gives a wife to Benjamin. 19So they said, Behold, there is the yearly feast of the LORD at Shiloh, which is north of Bethel, on the east of zthe highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah. 20And they commanded the people of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in ambush in the vineyards 21and watch. If the daughters of Shiloh come out to adance in the dances, then come out of the vineyards and snatch each man his wife from the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 22And when their fathers or their brothers come to complain to us, we will say to them, Grant them graciously to us, because we did not take for each man of them his wife in battle, neither did you give them to them, else you would now be guilty. 23And the people of Benjamin did so and took their wives, according to their number, from the dancers whom they carried off. Then they went and returned to their inheritance band rebuilt the towns and lived in them. 24And the people of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family, and they went out from there every man to his inheritance.

 25cIn those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 1

[1] 1:17 Hormah means utter destruction


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 2

[1] 2:5 Bochim means weepers


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 3

[1] 3:16 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 3:23 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 5

[1] 5:10 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain; it may connote saddle blankets

[2] 5:11 Or archers; the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 5:14 Septuagint; Hebrew in Amalek

[4] 5:14 Hebrew commander's


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 6

[1] 6:13 Or Please, my Lord

[2] 6:14 Septuagint the angel of the LORD; also verse 16

[3] 6:19 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[4] 6:32 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 7

[1] 7:22 Some Hebrew manuscripts Zeredah


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 8

[1] 8:3 Hebrew their spirit

[2] 8:26 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 8:30 Hebrew who came from his own loins


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 9

[1] 9:29 Septuagint; Hebrew and he said

[2] 9:31 Or at Tormah

[3] 9:31 Hebrew besieging, or closing up

[4] 9:36 Hebrew You see


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 11

[1] 11:31 Or whoever

[2] 11:31 Or him


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 12

[1] 12:7 Septuagint; Hebrew in the cities of Gilead


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 13

[1] 13:19 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew LORD, and working


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 14

[1] 14:15 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew seventh


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 15

[1] 15:17 Ramath-lehi means the hill of the jawbone

[2] 15:19 En-hakkore means the spring of him who called


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 16

[1] 16:14 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew lacks and fasten it tight... ; into the web

[2] 16:24 Or who has multiplied our slain


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 17

[1] 17:5 Hebrew filled the hand of; also verse 12


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 18

[1] 18:7 Compare 18:10; the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[2] 18:12 Mahaneh-dan means camp of Dan

[3] 18:30 Or Manasseh


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 19

[1] 19:2 Septuagint, Old Latin became angry with

[2] 19:18 Septuagint my home; compare verse 29


Footnotes for Judges, Chapter 20

[1] 20:33 Some Septuagint manuscripts place west of Geba

[2] 20:43 Septuagint; Hebrew [at their] resting place
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Ruth

Naomi Widowed

 RUTH 1 In the days awhen the judges ruled there was ba famine in the land, and a man of cBethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were dEphrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.

Ruths Loyalty to Naomi

 6Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that ethe LORD had visited his people and fgiven them food. 7So she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each of you to her mothers house. May the LORD gdeal kindly with you, as you have dealt with hthe dead and with me. 9The LORD grant that you may find irest, each of you in the house of her husband! Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10And they said to her, No, we will return with you to your people. 11But Naomi said, Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb jthat they may become your husbands? 12Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 13would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that kthe hand of the LORD has gone out against me. 14Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

 15And she said, See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to lher gods; return after your sister-in-law. 16But Ruth said, Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. mYour people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. nMay the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you. 18oAnd when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

Naomi and Ruth Return

 19So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, pthe whole town was stirred because of them. And the women said, Is this Naomi? 20She said to them, Do not call me Naomi;[1] call me qMara,[2] for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21rI went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?

 22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem sat the beginning of barley harvest.

Ruth Meets Boaz

 RUTH 2 Now Naomi had ta relative of her husbands, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was uBoaz. 2And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, Let me go to the field and vglean among the ears of grain after him win whose sight I shall find favor. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. 3So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. 4And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, xThe LORD be with you! And they answered, The LORD bless you. 5Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the reapers, Whose young woman is this? 6And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, She is the young Moabite woman, ywho came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 7She said, Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers. So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short rest.[1]

 8Then Boaz said to Ruth, Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my young women. 9Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go after them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink what the young men have drawn. 10Then zshe fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should atake notice of me, since I am a foreigner? 11But Boaz answered her, bAll that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. 12cThe LORD repay you for what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge! 13Then she said, dI have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, though I am not one of your servants.

 14And at mealtime Boaz said to her, Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel in the wine. So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate until eshe was satisfied, and she had some left over. 15When she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. 16And also pull out some from the bundles for her and leave it for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.

 17So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah[2] of barley. 18And she took it up and went into the city. Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what food she had left over fafter being satisfied. 19And her mother-in-law said to her, Where did you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man gwho took notice of you. So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, The mans name with whom I worked today is Boaz. 20And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, hMay he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken ithe living or the dead! Naomi also said to her, The man is a close relative of ours, one of jour redeemers. 21And Ruth the Moabite said, Besides, he said to me, You shall keep close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest. 22And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, lest in another field you be assaulted. 23So she kept close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-in-law.

Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor

 RUTH 3 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, My daughter, should I not seek krest for you, that it may be well with you? 2Is not Boaz lour relative, mwith whose young women you were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3nWash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do. 5And she replied, All that you say I will do.

 6So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had commanded her. 7And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and ohis heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9He said, Who are you? And she answered, I am Ruth, your servant. pSpread your wings[1] over your servant, for you are qa redeemer. 10And he said, rMay you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have made this last kindness greater than sthe first in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. 11And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are ta worthy woman. 12And now it is true that I am ua redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. 13Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will vredeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, was the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.

 14So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another. And he said, Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor. 15And he said, Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it out. So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. Then she went into the city. 16And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, How did you fare, my daughter? Then she told her all that the man had done for her, 17saying, These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, You must not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-law. 18She replied, Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter today.

Boaz Redeems Ruth

 RUTH 4 Now Boaz had gone up to xthe gate and sat down there. And behold, ythe redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz said, Turn aside, friend; sit down here. And he turned aside and sat down. 2And he took ten men zof the elders of the city and said, Sit down here. So they sat down. 3Then he said to the redeemer, Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 4So I thought I would tell you of it and say, aBuy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you[1] will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you. And he said, I will redeem it. 5Then Boaz said, The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth[2] the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order bto perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance. 6cThen the redeemer said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.

 7dNow this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 8So when the redeemer said to Boaz, Buy it for yourself, he drew off his sandal. 9Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, You are witnesses this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to eChilion and to Mahlon. 10Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, fto perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day. 11Then all the people who were gat the gate and the elders said, We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, hwho together ibuilt up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in jEphrathah and kbe renowned in Bethlehem, 12and may your house be like the house of Perez, lwhom Tamar bore to Judah, because mof the offspring that the LORD will give you by this young woman.

Ruth and Boaz Marry

 13So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, nand the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14oThen the women said to Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without pa redeemer, and may his name qbe renowned in Israel! 15He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, rwho is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him. 16Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 17sAnd the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, A son has been born to Naomi. They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

The Genealogy of David

 18Now these are the generations of Perez: tPerez fathered Hezron, 19Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20uAmminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Ruth, Chapter 1

[1] 1:20 Naomi means pleasant

[2] 1:20 Mara means bitter


Footnotes for Ruth, Chapter 2

[1] 2:7 Compare Septuagint, Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

[2] 2:17 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters


Footnotes for Ruth, Chapter 3

[1] 3:9 Compare 2:12; the word for wings can also mean corners of a garment


Footnotes for Ruth, Chapter 4

[1] 4:4 Hebrew he

[2] 4:5 Masoretic Text you also buy it from Ruth
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1 Samuel

The Birth of Samuel

 1 SAMUEL 1 There was a certain man of aRamathaim-zophim of bthe hill country of Ephraim whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, can Ephrathite. 2He had two wives. The name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other, Peninnah. And Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

 3Now this man used to go up dyear by year from his city eto worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts fat Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the LORD. 4On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, ghe would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb.[1] 6And her rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb. 7So it went on year by year. As often as she went up to the house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8And Elkanah, her husband, said to her, Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is your heart sad? hAm I not more to you than ten sons?

 9After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of ithe temple of the LORD. 10She was jdeeply distressed and prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly. 11And she kvowed a vow and said, O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed llook on the affliction of your servant and mremember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, nand no razor shall touch his head.

 12As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. 14And Eli said to her, How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from you. 15But Hannah answered, No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but oI have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16Do not regard your servant as pa worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation. 17Then Eli answered, qGo in peace, and the God of Israel rgrant your petition that you have made to him. 18And she said, sLet your servant find favor in your eyes. Then the woman twent her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.

 19They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to their house at uRamah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD vremembered her. 20And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, I have asked for him from the LORD.[2]

Samuel Given to the LORD

 21The man Elkanah and all his house wwent up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the LORD xand dwell there forever. 23yElkanah her husband said to her, Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; zonly, may the LORD establish his word. So the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. 24And when she had weaned him, ashe took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull,[3] an ephah[4] of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to bthe house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. 25Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26And she said, Oh, my lord! cAs you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27For this child I prayed, dand the LORD has granted me my petition that I made to him. 28Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.

eAnd he worshiped the LORD there.

Hannahs Prayer

 1 SAMUEL 2 And Hannah prayed and said,

 fMy heart exults in the LORD;

gmy horn is exalted in the LORD.

My mouth derides my enemies,

because hI rejoice in your salvation.

 2 iThere is none holy like the LORD:

for there is none besides you;

there is jno rock like our God.

3 Talk no more so very proudly,

let not arrogance come from your mouth;

for the LORD is a God of knowledge,

and by him actions are weighed.

4 kThe bows of the mighty are broken,

but the feeble bind on strength.

5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,

but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger.

lThe barren has borne seven,

mbut she who has many children is forlorn.

6 nThe LORD kills and brings to life;

he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

7 oThe LORD makes poor and makes rich;

phe brings low and he exalts.

8 qHe raises up the poor from the dust;

he lifts the needy from the ash heap

rto make them sit with princes

and inherit a seat of honor.

sFor the pillars of the earth are the LORDs,

and on them he has set the world.

 9 tHe will guard the feet of his faithful ones,

but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness,

for not by might shall a man prevail.

10 uThe adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces;

vagainst them he will thunder in heaven.

wThe LORD will judge the ends of the earth;

he will give strength to his king

xand exalt the horn of his anointed.

 11Then Elkanah went home yto Ramah. zAnd the boy[1] was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli the priest.

Elis Worthless Sons

 12Now the sons of Eli were aworthless men. bThey did not know the LORD. 13The custom of the priests with the people was that when any man offered sacrifice, the priests servant would come, while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 14and he would thrust it into the pan or kettle or cauldron or pot. All that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15Moreover, cbefore the fat was burned, the priests servant would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, Give meat for the priest to roast, for he will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw. 16And if the man said to him, Let them burn the fat first, and then take as much as you wish, he would say, No, you must give it now, and if not, I will take it by force. 17Thus the sin of the young men was very great din the sight of the LORD, efor the men treated the offering of the LORD with contempt.

 18fSamuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy gclothed with a linen ephod. 19And his mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year hwhen she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, May the LORD give you children by this woman ifor the petition she asked of the LORD. So then they would return to their home.

 21jIndeed the LORD visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. kAnd the boy Samuel grew in the presence of the LORD.

Eli Rebukes His Sons

 22Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who lwere serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 23And he said to them, Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all these people. 24No, my sons; it is no good report that I hear the people of the LORD spreading abroad. 25If someone sins against a man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the LORD, who can intercede for him? But they would not listen to the voice of their father, mfor it was the will of the LORD to put them to death.

 26Now the boy Samuel ncontinued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and also with man.

The LORD Rejects Elis Household

 27And there came oa man of God to Eli and said to him, Thus says the LORD, pDid I indeed reveal myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt subject to the house of Pharaoh? 28qDid I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, rto wear an ephod before me? sI gave to the house of your father all my offerings by fire from the people of Israel. 29Why then do you tscorn[2] my sacrifices and my offerings that I commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of my people Israel? 30Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: vI promised that your house and the house of your father should go in and out before me forever, wbut now the LORD declares: Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 31Behold, xthe days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your fathers house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32Then yin distress you will look with envious eye on all the prosperity that shall be bestowed on Israel, zand there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 33The only one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to weep his[3] eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants[4] of your house shall die by the sword of men.[5] 34aAnd this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of them shall die bon the same day. 35cAnd I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. dAnd I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before emy anointed forever. 36And everyone who is left in your house shall come to implore him for a piece of silver or a loaf of bread and shall say, Please put me in one of the priests places, that I may eat a morsel of bread.

The LORD Calls Samuel

 1 SAMUEL 3 fNow the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. gAnd the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.

 2At that time Eli, hwhose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3iThe lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down jin the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.

 4Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, Here I am! 5and ran to Eli and said, Here I am, for you called me. But he said, I did not call; lie down again. So he went and lay down.

 6And the LORD called again, Samuel! and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, Here I am, for you called me. But he said, I did not call, my son; lie down again. 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

 8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, Here I am, for you called me. Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, Speak, LORD, for your servant hears. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

 10And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, Samuel! Samuel! And Samuel said, Speak, for your servant hears. 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel kat which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli lall that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13lAnd I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, mbecause his sons were blaspheming God,[1] nand he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli othat the iniquity of Elis house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.

 15Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, Samuel, my son. And he said, Here I am. 17And Eli said, What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. pMay God do so to you and more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you. 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, qIt is the LORD. Let him do what seems good to him.

 19rAnd Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him sand let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel tfrom Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD. 21And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel uat Shiloh vby the word of the LORD.

The Philistines Capture the Ark

 1 SAMUEL 4 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.

Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at wEbenezer, and the Philistines encamped at xAphek. 2The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men on the field of battle. 3And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD here yfrom Shiloh, that it[1] may come among us and save us from the power of our enemies. 4So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, zwho is enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.

 5As soon as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel agave a mighty shout, so that the earth resounded. 6And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shouting, they said, What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean? And when they learned that the ark of the LORD had come to the camp, 7the Philistines were afraid, for they said, A god has come into the camp. And they said, Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. 8Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with every sort of plague in the wilderness. 9bTake courage, and be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves to the Hebrews cas they have been to you; be men and fight.

 10So the Philistines fought, dand Israel was defeated, eand they fled, every man to his home. And there was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell. 11fAnd the ark of God was captured, gand the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

The Death of Eli

 12A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh the same day, hwith his clothes torn and with dirt on his head. 13When he arrived, iEli was sitting on his seat by the road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city and told the news, all the city cried out. 14When Eli heard the sound of the outcry, he said, What is this uproar? Then the man hurried and came and told Eli. 15Now Eli was ninety-eight years old jand his eyes were set so that he could not see. 16And the man said to Eli, I am he who has come from the battle; I fled from the battle today. And he said, kHow did it go, my son? 17He who brought the news answered and said, Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there has also been a great defeat among the people. Your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured. 18As soon as he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over backward lfrom his seat by the side of the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. He had judged Israel forty years.

 19Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to give birth. And when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed and gave birth, for her pains came upon her. 20And about the time of her death the women attending her said to her, mDo not be afraid, for you have borne a son. But she did not answer or pay attention. 21And she named the child nIchabod, saying, oThe glory has departed[2] from Israel! because pthe ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, pfor the ark of God has been captured.

The Philistines and the Ark

 1 SAMUEL 5 When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from qEbenezer to rAshdod. 2Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house of Dagon and set it up beside sDagon. 3And when the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, tDagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4But when they rose early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the LORD, uand the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5This is why the priests of Dagon and all who enter the house of Dagon vdo not tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

 6wThe hand of the LORD was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted them with xtumors, both Ashdod and its territory. 7And when the men of Ashdod saw how things were, they said, The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for his hand is hard against us and against Dagon our god. 8So they sent and gathered together all ythe lords of the Philistines and said, What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel? They answered, Let the ark of the God of Israel be brought around to Gath. So they brought the ark of the God of Israel there. 9But after they had brought it around, zthe hand of the LORD was against the city, causing a very great panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so that xtumors broke out on them. 10So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, They have brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to kill us and our people. 11yThey sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return to its own place, that it may not kill us and our people. For there was a deathly panic throughout the whole city. wThe hand of God was very heavy there. 12The men who did not die were struck with xtumors, and the cry of the city went up to heaven.

The Ark Returned to Israel

 1 SAMUEL 6 The ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. 2And the Philistines called for the priests and athe diviners and said, What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us with what we shall send it to its place. 3They said, If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it empty, but by all means return him ba guilt offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be known to you why chis hand does not turn away from you. 4And they said, What is the guilt offering that we shall return to him? They answered, Five golden dtumors and five golden mice, eaccording to the number of the lords of the Philistines, for the same plague was on all of you and on your lords. 5So you must make images of your dtumors and images of your mice that ravage the land, fand give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps ghe will lighten his hand from off you hand your gods and your land. 6Why should you harden your hearts as ithe Egyptians and jPharaoh hardened their hearts? After he had dealt severely with them, kdid they not send the people away, and they departed? 7Now then, take and prepare la new cart and two milk cows mon which there has never come a yoke, and yoke the cows to the cart, but take their calves home, away from them. 8And take the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart and put in a box at its side nthe figures of gold, which you are returning to him as ba guilt offering. Then send it off and let it go its way 9and watch. If it goes up on the way to its own land, to oBeth-shemesh, then it is he who has done us this great harm, but if not, then we shall know that it is not phis hand that struck us; it happened to us by coincidence.

 10The men did so, and took two milk cows and yoked them to the cart and shut up their calves at home. 11And they put the ark of the LORD on the cart and the box with the golden mice and the images of their tumors. 12And the cows went straight in the direction of qBeth-shemesh along rone highway, lowing as they went. They turned neither to the right nor to the left, and the lords of the Philistines went after them as far as the border of qBeth-shemesh. 13Now the people of qBeth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, they rejoiced to see it. 14The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and stopped there. sA great stone was there. And they split up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. 15And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD and the box that was beside it, in which were the golden figures, and set them upon sthe great stone. And the men of qBeth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on that day to the LORD. 16And when tthe five lords of the Philistines saw it, they returned that day to Ekron.

 17These are the golden tumors that the Philistines returned as a uguilt offering to the LORD: one for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one for Ekron, 18and the golden mice, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, vboth fortified cities and unwalled villages. wThe great stone beside which they set down the ark of the LORD is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh.

 19xAnd he struck some of the men of Beth-shemesh, because they looked upon the ark of the LORD. He struck seventy men of them,[1] and the people mourned because the LORD had struck the people with a great blow. 20Then the men of Beth-shemesh said, yWho is able to stand before the LORD, this holy God? And to whom shall he go up away from us? 21So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of zKiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to you.

 1 SAMUEL 7 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD and brought it to the house of aAbinadab on the hill. And they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of the ark of the LORD. 2From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

Samuel Judges Israel

 3And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, bIf you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then cput away the foreign gods and the dAshtaroth from among you and edirect your heart to the LORD fand serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 4So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the LORD only.

 5Then Samuel said, Gather all Israel at gMizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for you. 6So they gathered at gMizpah hand drew water and poured it out before the LORD iand fasted on that day and said there, jWe have sinned against the LORD. And Samuel judged the people of Israel at Mizpah. 7Now when the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 8And the people of Israel said to Samuel, Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us, that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines. 9So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. And kSamuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered him. 10As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack Israel. lBut the LORD thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them into confusion, and they were defeated before Israel. 11And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued the Philistines and struck them, as far as below Beth-car.

 12Then Samuel mtook a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen[1] and called its name Ebenezer;[2] for he said, Till now the LORD has helped us. 13nSo the Philistines were subdued and did not again enter the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14The cities that the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath, and Israel delivered their territory from the hand of the Philistines. There was peace also between Israel and the Amorites.

 15oSamuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16And he went on a circuit year by year to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah. And he judged Israel in all these places. 17Then he would return to pRamah, for his home was there, and there also he judged Israel. qAnd he built there an altar to the LORD.

Israel Demands a King

 1 SAMUEL 8 When Samuel became old, rhe made his sons judges over Israel. 2The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3Yet his sons did not walk in his ways sbut turned aside after gain. tThey took bribes and perverted justice.

 4Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at pRamah 5and said to him, Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. uNow appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations. 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7And the LORD said to Samuel, Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, vfor they have not rejected you, wbut they have rejected me from being king over them. 8According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 9Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them xand show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.

Samuels Warning Against Kings

 10So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from him. 11He said, yThese will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: zhe will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some ato plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14bHe will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men[1] and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, cbut the LORD will not answer you in that day.

The LORD Grants Israels Request

 19But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, No! But there shall be a king over us, 20dthat we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles. 21And when Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the LORD. 22And the LORD said to Samuel, eObey their voice and make them a king. Samuel then said to the men of Israel, Go every man to his city.

Saul Chosen to Be King

 1 SAMUEL 9 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was fKish, the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2And he had a son whose name was Saul, ga handsome young man. There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he. hFrom his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

 3Now the donkeys of Kish, Sauls father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son, Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys. 4And he passed through ithe hill country of Ephraim and passed through the land of jShalishah, but they did not find them. And they passed through the land of Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of Benjamin, but did not find them.

 5When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant[1] who was with him, Come, let us go back, klest my father cease to care about the donkeys and become anxious about us. 6But he said to him, Behold, there is la man of God in this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; mall that he says comes true. So now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go. 7Then Saul said to his servant, But if we go, nwhat can we bring the man? For the bread in our sacks is gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we have? 8The servant answered Saul again, Here, I have with me a quarter of a shekel[2] of silver, and I will give it to the man of God to tell us our way. 9(Formerly in Israel, when a man owent to inquire of God, he said, Come, let us go to the seer, for todays prophet was formerly called a seer.) 10And Saul said to his servant, Well said; come, let us go. So they went to the city where the man of God was.

 11As they went up the hill to the city, pthey met young women coming out to draw water and said to them, Is the seer here? 12They answered, He is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city, because the people qhave a sacrifice today on rthe high place. 13As soon as you enter the city you will find him, before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will not eat till he comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now go up, for you will meet him immediately. 14So they went up to the city. As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.

 15Now the day before Saul came, sthe LORD had trevealed to Samuel: 16Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, uand you shall anoint him to be prince[3] over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines. vFor I have seen[4] my people, because their cry has come to me. 17When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, wHere is the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people. 18Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, Tell me where is the house of the seer? 19Samuel answered Saul, I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for today you shall eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will tell you all that is on your mind. 20xAs for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all your fathers house? 21Saul answered, Am I not a Benjaminite, yfrom the least of the tribes of Israel? zAnd is not my clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to me in this way?

 22Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and gave them a place at the head of those who had been invited, who were about thirty persons. 23And Samuel said to the cook, Bring the portion I gave you, of which I said to you, Put it aside. 24So the cook took up athe leg and what was on it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, See, what was kept is set before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you might eat with the guests.[5]

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25And when they came down from the high place into the city, a bed was spread for Saul[6] bon the roof, and he lay down to sleep. 26Then at the break of dawn[7] Samuel called to Saul on the roof, Up, that I may send you on your way. So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went out into the street.

 27As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Tell the servant to pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that I may make known to you the word of God.

Saul Anointed King

 1 SAMUEL 10 cThen Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head dand kissed him and said, Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince[1] over ehis people Israel? And you shall reign over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you to be prince[2] over his heritage. 2When you depart from me today, you will meet two men by fRachels tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will say to you, gThe donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now hyour father has ceased to care about the donkeys and is anxious about you, saying, What shall I do about my son? 3Then you shall go on from there farther and come to the ioak of Tabor. Three men jgoing up kto God at Bethel will meet you there, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. 4And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall accept from their hand. 5After that you shall come to lGibeath-elohim,[3] mwhere there is a garrison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you come to the city, you will meet a group of prophets coming down nfrom the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, prophesying. 6oThen the Spirit of the LORD will rush upon you, pand you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. 7Now when qthese signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do, rfor God is with you. 8Then go down before me sto Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to you to offer burnt offerings and tto sacrifice peace offerings. uSeven days you shall wait, until I come to you and show you what you shall do.

 9When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all these signs came to pass that day. 10When they came to vGibeah,[4] behold, a group of prophets met him, oand the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11And when all who knew him previously saw how he prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, What has come over the son of Kish? wIs Saul also among the prophets? 12And a man of the place answered, xAnd who is their father? Therefore it became a proverb, wIs Saul also among the prophets? 13When he had finished prophesying, he came to the high place.

 14ySauls uncle said to him and to his servant, Where did you go? And he said, zTo seek the donkeys. And when we saw they were not to be found, we went to Samuel. 15And Sauls uncle said, Please tell me what Samuel said to you. 16And Saul said to his uncle, aHe told us plainly that the donkeys had been found. But about the matter of the kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken, he did not tell him anything.

Saul Proclaimed King

 17Now Samuel called the people together bto the LORD cat Mizpah. 18And he said to the people of Israel, dThus says the LORD, the God of Israel, I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you. 19eBut today you have rejected your God, who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to him, Set a king over us. Now therefore fpresent yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and by your thousands.

 20Then Samuel gbrought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. 21He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites was taken by lot;[5] and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him, he could not be found. 22hSo they inquired again of the LORD, Is there a man still to come? and the LORD said, Behold, he has hidden himself among the baggage. 23Then they ran and took him from there. And when he stood among the people, ihe was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24And Samuel said to all the people, Do you see him jwhom the LORD has chosen? There is none like him among all the people. And all the people shouted, kLong live the king!

 25Then Samuel told the people lthe rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them in a book and laid it up before the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his home. 26Saul also went to his home mat Gibeah, and with him went men of valor whose hearts God had touched. 27But some nworthless fellows said, How can this man save us? And they despised him and brought him no present. But he held his peace.

Saul Defeats the Ammonites

 1 SAMUEL 11 oThen Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged pJabesh-gilead, and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, qMake a treaty with us, and we will serve you. 2But Nahash the Ammonite said to them, On this condition I will make a treaty with you, rthat I gouge out all your right eyes, and thus sbring disgrace on all Israel. 3The elders of Jabesh said to him, Give us seven days respite that we may send messengers through all the territory of Israel. Then, if there is no one to save us, we will give ourselves up to you. 4When the messengers came to tGibeah of Saul, they reported the matter in the ears of the people, uand all the people wept aloud.

 5Now, behold, Saul was coming from the field behind the oxen. And Saul said, What is wrong with the people, that they are weeping? So they told him the news of the men of Jabesh. 6vAnd the Spirit of God rushed upon Saul when he heard these words, and his anger was greatly kindled. 7He took a yoke of oxen wand cut them in pieces and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hand of the messengers, saying, xWhoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen! Then the dread of the LORD fell upon the people, and they came out yas one man. 8When he mustered them at zBezek, athe people of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9And they said to the messengers who had come, Thus shall you say to the men of Jabesh-gilead: Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have bsalvation. When the messengers came and told the men of Jabesh, they were glad. 10Therefore the men of Jabesh said, cTomorrow we will give ourselves up to you, and you may do to us whatever seems good to you. 11dAnd the next day Saul put the people ein three companies. And they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch and struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the day. And those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.

The Kingdom Is Renewed

 12Then the people said to Samuel, fWho is it that said, Shall Saul reign over us? gBring the men, that we may put them to death. 13But Saul said, hNot a man shall be put to death this day, for today ithe LORD has worked jsalvation in Israel. 14Then Samuel said to the people, Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingdom. 15So all the people went to kGilgal, and there they made Saul king lbefore the LORD in Gilgal. There mthey sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

Samuels Farewell Address

 1 SAMUEL 12 And Samuel said to all Israel, Behold, I have obeyed nyour voice in all that you have said to me oand have made a king over you. 2And now, behold, the king pwalks before you, qand I am old and gray; and behold, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my youth until this day. 3Here I am; testify against me before the LORD and before rhis anointed. sWhose ox have I taken? Or whose donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against me[1] and I will restore it to you. 4They said, You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any mans hand. 5And he said to them, The LORD is witness against you, and rhis anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything tin my hand. And they said, He is witness.

 6And Samuel said to the people, uThe LORD is witness,[2] who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 7Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and for your fathers. 8vWhen Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them,[3] wthen your fathers cried out to the LORD and xthe LORD sent Moses and Aaron, ywho brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this place. 9But zthey forgot the LORD their God. aAnd he sold them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor,[4] band into the hand of the Philistines, cand into the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against them. 10dAnd they cried out to the LORD and said, We have sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD eand have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now fdeliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you. 11And the LORD sent gJerubbaal hand Barak[5] iand Jephthah and jSamuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety. 12And when you saw that kNahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, lyou said to me, No, but a king shall reign over us, mwhen the LORD your God was your king. 13And now nbehold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have asked; behold, othe LORD has set a king over you. 14If you will pfear the LORD and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well. 15But qif you will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then rthe hand of the LORD will be against you and syour king.[6] 16Now therefore tstand still and see this great thing that the LORD will do before your eyes. 17uIs it not wheat harvest today? vI will call upon the LORD, that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that wyour wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking for yourselves a king. 18So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day, xand all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.

 19And all the people said to Samuel, yPray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king. 20And Samuel said to the people, Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet zdo not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. 21And zdo not turn aside after aempty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22bFor the LORD will not forsake his people, cfor his great names sake, because dit has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself. 23Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing eto pray for you, fand I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24gOnly fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider hwhat great things he has done for you. 25But if you still do wickedly, iyou shall be swept away, jboth you and your king.

Saul Fights the Philistines

 1 SAMUEL 13 Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for two years over Israel,[1] 2Saul chose three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in kMichmash and the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in lGibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent home, every man to his tent. 3Jonathan defeated mthe garrison of the Philistines that was nat Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul oblew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear. 4And all Israel heard it said that Saul had defeated the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel had become a stench to the Philistines. And the people were called out to join Saul at Gilgal.

 5And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen and troops plike the sand on the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of qBeth-aven. 6When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the people were hard pressed), the people hid themselves rin caves and in holes and in rocks and in tombs and in cisterns, 7and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.

Sauls Unlawful Sacrifice

 8sHe waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. 9So Saul said, Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering. 10As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. 11Samuel said, What have you done? And Saul said, When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12I said, Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the LORD. So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering. 13And Samuel said to Saul, tYou have done foolishly. uYou have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14But now vyour kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man wafter his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince[2] over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you. 15And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up after Saul to meet the army; they went up from Gilgal[3] to xGibeah of Benjamin.

And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, yabout six hundred men. 16And Saul and Jonathan his son and the people who were present with them stayed in zGeba of Benjamin, but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17And araiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies. One company turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual; 18another company turned toward bBeth-horon; and another company turned toward the border that looks down on the Valley of cZeboim toward the wilderness.

 19dNow there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears. 20But every one of the Israelites went down to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, or his sickle,[4] 21and the charge was two-thirds of a shekel[5] for the plowshares and for the mattocks, and a third of a shekel[6] for sharpening the axes and for setting the goads.[7] 22So on the day of the battle ethere was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and Jonathan his son had them. 23And fthe garrison of the Philistines went out to the gpass of hMichmash.

Jonathan Defeats the Philistines

 1 SAMUEL 14 One day Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who carried his armor, Come, let us go over to the Philistine garrison on the other side. But he did not tell his father. 2Saul was staying in the outskirts of Gibeah in the pomegranate cave[1] at hMigron. The people who were with him were about isix hundred men, 3including jAhijah the son of Ahitub, kIchabods brother, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the priest of the LORD lin Shiloh, mwearing an ephod. And the people did not know that Jonathan had gone. 4Within nthe passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over to the Philistine garrison, there was a rocky crag on the one side and a rocky crag on the other side. The name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. 5The one crag rose on the north in front of Michmash, and the other on the south in front of oGeba.

 6Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, Come, let us go over to the garrison of these puncircumcised. It may be that the LORD will work for us, qfor nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few. 7And his armor-bearer said to him, Do all that is in your heart. Do as you wish.[2] Behold, I am with you heart and soul. 8Then Jonathan said, Behold, we will cross over to the men, and we will show ourselves to them. 9If they say to us, Wait until we come to you, then we will stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them. 10But if they say, Come up to us, then we will go up, for the LORD has given them into our hand. And this shall be the sign to us. 11So both of them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, Look, Hebrews are coming rout of the holes where they have hidden themselves. 12And the men of the garrison hailed Jonathan and his armor-bearer and said, Come up to us, and we will show you a thing. And Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, Come up after me, for the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel. 13Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him. And they fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed them after him. 14And that first strike, which Jonathan and his armor-bearer made, killed about twenty men within as it were half a furrows length in an acre[3] of land. 15And there was a panic in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and even sthe raiders trembled, the earth quaked, and it became a very great panic.[4]

 16And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and behold, the multitude twas dispersing here and there.[5] 17Then Saul said to the people who were with him, Count and see who has gone from us. And when they had counted, behold, Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not there. 18So Saul said to Ahijah, Bring the ark of God here. For the ark of God went at that time with the people[6] of Israel. 19Now uwhile Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the camp of the Philistines increased more and more. So Saul said to the priest, Withdraw your hand. 20Then Saul and all the people who were with him rallied and went into the battle. And behold, vevery Philistines sword was against his fellow, and there was very great confusion. 21Now the Hebrews who had been with the Philistines before that time and who had gone up with them into the camp, weven they also turned to be with the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22Likewise, when all the men of Israel xwho had hidden themselves yin the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they too followed hard after them in the battle. 23zSo the LORD saved Israel that day. And the battle passed beyond aBeth-aven.

Sauls Rash Vow

 24And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, bso Saul had laid an oath on the people, saying, Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and I am avenged on my enemies. So none of the people had tasted food. 25Now when all the people[7] came to the forest, behold, there was honey on the ground. 26And when the people entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, but no one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. 27But Jonathan had not heard his father charge the people with the oath, cso he put out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and dipped it in the honeycomb and put his hand to his mouth, and his eyes became bright. 28Then one of the people said, Your father strictly charged the people with an oath, saying, Cursed be the man who eats food this day. And the people were dfaint. 29Then Jonathan said, My father has troubled the land. See how my eyes have become bright because I tasted a little of this honey. 30How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies that they found. For now the defeat among the Philistines has not been great.

 31They struck down the Philistines that day from eMichmash to fAijalon. And the people were very dfaint. 32The people gpounced on the spoil and took sheep and oxen and calves and slaughtered them on the ground. And the people ate them hwith the blood. 33Then they told Saul, Behold, the people are sinning against the LORD by eating hwith the blood. And he said, You have dealt treacherously; roll a great stone to me here.[8] 34And Saul said, Disperse yourselves among the people and say to them, Let every man bring his ox or his sheep and slaughter them here and eat, and do not sin against the LORD by eating with the blood. So every one of the people brought his ox with him that night and they slaughtered them there. 35And Saul ibuilt an altar to the LORD; it was the first altar that he built to the LORD.

 36Then Saul said, Let us go down after the Philistines by night and plunder them until the morning light; let us not leave a man of them. And they said, Do whatever seems good to you. But jthe priest said, Let us draw near to God here. 37And Saul inquired of God, Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into the hand of Israel? kBut he did not answer him that day. 38And Saul said, Come here, all you leaders of the people, and know and see how this sin has arisen today. 39For las the LORD lives who saves Israel, mthough it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die. But there was not a man among all the people who answered him. 40Then he said to all Israel, You shall be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side. And the people said to Saul, Do what seems good to you. 41Therefore Saul said, O LORD God of Israel, why have you not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give Thummim.[9] nAnd Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people escaped. 42Then Saul said, nCast the lot between me and my son Jonathan. And Jonathan was taken.

 43Then Saul said to Jonathan, oTell me what you have done. And Jonathan told him, pI tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I am; I will die. 44And Saul said, qGod do so to me and more also; ryou shall surely die, Jonathan. 45Then the people said to Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who has worked this great salvation in Israel? Far from it! lAs the LORD lives, sthere shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day. So the people ransomed Jonathan, so that he did not die. 46Then Saul went up from pursuing the Philistines, and the Philistines went to their own place.

Saul Fights Israels Enemies

 47When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, tagainst the Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings of uZobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 48And he did valiantly vand struck the Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the hands of those who plundered them.

 49wNow the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchi-shua. And the names of his two daughters were these: the name of the firstborn was xMerab, and the name of the younger Michal. 50And the name of Sauls wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. yAnd the name of the commander of his army was Abner the son of Ner, zSauls uncle. 51aKish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the son of aAbiel.

 52There was hard fighting against the Philistines all the days of Saul. And when Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant man, bhe attached him to himself.

	

The LORD Rejects Saul

 1 SAMUEL 15 And Samuel said to Saul, cThe LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the LORD. 2Thus says the LORD of hosts, I have noted what Amalek did to Israel din opposing them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. 3Now go and strike Amalek and edevote to destruction[1] all that they have. Do not spare them, fbut kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.

 4So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand men on foot, and ten thousand men of Judah. 5And Saul came to the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the valley. 6Then Saul said to gthe Kenites, Go, depart; go down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. hFor you showed kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 7iAnd Saul defeated the Amalekites from jHavilah as far as kShur, which is east of Egypt. 8And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive land devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of the sword. 9mBut Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves[2] and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was despised and worthless they devoted to destruction.

 10The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11nI regret[3] that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me and ohas not performed my commandments. And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night. 12And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, Saul came to pCarmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and passed on and went down to Gilgal. 13And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, qBlessed be you to the LORD. I have performed the commandment of the LORD. 14And Samuel said, What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that I hear? 15Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites, rfor the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction. 16Then Samuel said to Saul, Stop! I will tell you what the LORD said to me this night. And he said to him, Speak.

 17And Samuel said, sThough you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18And the LORD sent you on a mission and said, Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed. 19Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? tWhy did you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight of the LORD? 20And Saul said to Samuel, uI have obeyed the voice of the LORD. I have gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21vBut the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal. 22And Samuel said,

 wHas the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,

as in obeying the voice of the LORD?

Behold, xto obey is better than sacrifice,

and to listen than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination,

and presumption is as iniquity and yidolatry.

Because zyou have rejected the word of the LORD,

ahe has also rejected you from being king.

 24Saul said to Samuel, bI have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25Now therefore, please pardon my sin and creturn with me that I may bow before the LORD. 26And Samuel said to Saul, I will not return with you. dFor you have rejected the word of the LORD, eand the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel. 27fAs Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 28And Samuel said to him, gThe LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29And also the Glory of Israel hwill not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret. 30Then he said, I have sinned; yet ihonor me now before the elders of my people and before Israel, jand return with me, that I may bow before the LORD your God. 31So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the LORD.

 32Then Samuel said, Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came to him cheerfully.[4] Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past. 33And Samuel said, kAs your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women. And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD lin Gilgal.

 34Then Samuel went mto Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in nGibeah of Saul. 35oAnd Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, pbut Samuel grieved over Saul. qAnd the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.

David Anointed King

 1 SAMUEL 16 The LORD said to Samuel, rHow long will you grieve over Saul, since sI have rejected him from being king over Israel? tFill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, ufor I have provided for myself a king among his sons. 2And Samuel said, How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me. And the LORD said, Take a heifer with you and say, vI have come to sacrifice to the LORD. 3And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. wAnd you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you. 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city xcame to meet him trembling and said, yDo you come peaceably? 5And he said, Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. zConsecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

 6When they came, he looked on aEliab and thought, Surely the LORDs anointed is before him. 7But the LORD said to Samuel, bDo not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, cbut the LORD looks on the heart. 8Then Jesse called dAbinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has the LORD chosen this one. 9Then Jesse made dShammah pass by. And he said, Neither has the LORD chosen this one. 10And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, The LORD has not chosen these. 11Then Samuel said to Jesse, Are all your sons here? And he said, eThere remains yet the youngest,[1] but behold, he is keeping the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, fSend and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here. 12And he sent and brought him in. Now he was gruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, hArise, anoint him, for this is he. 13Then Samuel took ithe horn of oil jand anointed him in the midst of his brothers. kAnd the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.

David in Sauls Service

 14lNow the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, mand a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented him. 15And Sauls servants said to him, Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting you. 16Let our lord now command your servants nwho are before you to seek out a man who is skillful in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will oplay it, and you will be well. 17So Saul said to his servants, Provide for me a man who can play well and bring him to me. 18One of the young men answered, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, pa man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, qand the LORD is with him. 19Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, Send me David your son, rwho is with the sheep. 20sAnd Jesse took a donkey laden with bread and a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them by David his son to Saul. 21And David came to Saul tand entered his service. And Saul loved him greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my sight. 23And uwhenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre oand played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him.

David and Goliath

 1 SAMUEL 17 Now the Philistines vgathered their armies for battle. And they were gathered at wSocoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and xAzekah, in yEphes-dammim. 2And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered, and encamped in zthe Valley of Elah, and drew up in line of battle against the Philistines. 3And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. 4And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named aGoliath of bGath, whose height was six[1] cubits[2] and a span. 5He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels[3] of bronze. 6And he had bronze armor on his legs, and a cjavelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7The shaft of his spear was like a weavers beam, and his spears head weighed six hundred shekels of iron. dAnd his shield-bearer went before him. 8He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and eare you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants fand serve us. 10And the Philistine said, gI defy the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we may fight together. 11When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

 12Now David was hthe son of an iEphrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, jnamed Jesse, kwho had eight sons. In the days of Saul the man was already old and advanced in years.[4] 13The three oldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul to the battle. And lthe names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14mDavid was the youngest. The three eldest followed Saul, 15but David went back and forth from Saul nto feed his fathers sheep at Bethlehem. 16For forty days the Philistine came forward and took his stand, morning and evening.

 17And Jesse said to David his son, Take for your brothers an ephah[5] of this parched grain, and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to your brothers. 18oAlso take these ten cheeses to the commander of their thousand. pSee if your brothers are well, and bring some token from them.

 19Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20And David rose early in the morning and left the sheep with a keeper and took the provisions and went, as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to qthe encampment as the host was going out to the battle line, shouting the war cry. 21And Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against army. 22And David left the rthings in charge of the keeper of the rbaggage and ran to the ranks and went and greeted his brothers. 23As he talked with them, behold, sthe champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines and spoke tthe same words as before. And David heard him.

 24All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were much afraid. 25And the men of Israel said, Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to udefy Israel. And the king will enrich the man who kills him with great riches vand will give him his daughter and make his fathers house free in Israel. 26And David said to the men who stood by him, What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away wthe reproach from Israel? For who is this xuncircumcised Philistine, that he should udefy the armies of ythe living God? 27And the people answered him in the same way, zSo shall it be done to the man who kills him.

 28Now Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men. And Eliabs anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle. 29And David said, What have I done now? Was it not but a word? 30And he turned away from him toward another, and spoke bin the same way, and the people answered him again as before.

 31When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul, and he sent for him. 32And David said to Saul, cLet no mans heart fail because of him. dYour servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 33And Saul said to David, You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth. 34But David said to Saul, Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, efor he has defied the armies of the living God. 37And David said, fThe LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said to David, Go, gand the LORD be with you!

 38Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of bronze on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail, 39and David strapped his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to go, for he had not tested them. Then David said to Saul, I cannot go with these, for I have not tested them. So David put them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put them in his shepherds pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the Philistine.

 41And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, hwith his shield-bearer in front of him. 42And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, iruddy and handsome in appearance. 43And the Philistine said to David, Am I ja dog, that you come to me with sticks? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give your flesh kto the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field. 45Then David said to the Philistine, You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with la javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, ewhom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. mAnd I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day nto the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, othat all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this assembly may know that pthe LORD saves not with sword and spear. qFor the battle is the LORDs, and he will give you into our hand.

 48When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground.

 50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. There was no sword in the hand of David. 51Then David ran and stood over the Philistine rand took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, sthey fled. 52And the men of Israel and Judah rose with a shout and pursued the Philistines as far as Gath[6] and the gates of tEkron, so that the wounded Philistines fell on the way from uShaaraim as far as vGath and Ekron. 53And the people of Israel came back from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their camp. 54And David took wthe head of the Philistine xand brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.

 55As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, ythe commander of the army, Abner, zwhose son is this youth? And Abner said, aAs your soul lives, O king, I do not know. 56And the king said, Inquire whose son the boy is. 57And as soon as David returned from the striking down of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul bwith the head of the Philistine in his hand. 58And Saul said to him, Whose son are you, young man? And David answered, cI am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.

David and Jonathans Friendship

 1 SAMUEL 18 As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan dloved him as his own soul. 2And Saul took him that day eand would not let him return to his fathers house. 3Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because dhe loved him as his own soul. 4And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his belt. 5And David went out fand was successful wherever Saul sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Sauls servants.

Sauls Jealousy of David

 6As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the Philistine, gthe women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical instruments.[1] 7And the women hsang to one another as they celebrated,

 iSaul has struck down his thousands,

and David his ten thousands.

 8And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he have but jthe kingdom? 9And Saul eyed David from that day on.

 10The next day ka harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and lhe raved within his house while David was mplaying the lyre, as he did day by day. nSaul had his spear in his hand. 11And Saul ohurled the spear, for he thought, I will pin David to the wall. But David evaded him twice.

 12pSaul was afraid of David because qthe LORD was with him rbut had departed from Saul. 13So Saul removed him from his presence and made him a commander of a thousand. sAnd he went out and came in before the people. 14And David thad success in all his undertakings, qfor the LORD was with him. 15And when Saul saw that the had great success, he stood in fearful awe of him. 16uBut all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out and came in before them.

David Marries Michal

 17Then Saul said to David, Here is vmy elder daughter Merab. wI will give her to you for a wife. Only be valiant for me xand fight the LORDs battles. For Saul thought, Let not my hand be against him, ybut let the hand of the Philistines be against him. 18And David said to Saul, zWho am I, and who are my relatives, my fathers clan in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king? 19But at the time when Merab, Sauls daughter, should have been given to David, she was given to aAdriel the bMeholathite for a wife.

 20Now vSauls daughter Michal cloved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 21Saul thought, Let me give her to him, that she may dbe a snare for him eand that the hand of the Philistines may be against him. Therefore Saul said to David a second time,[2] fYou shall now be my son-in-law. 22And Saul commanded his servants, Speak to David in private and say, Behold, the king has delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now then become the kings son-in-law. 23And Sauls servants spoke those words in the ears of David. And David said, gDoes it seem to you a little thing to become the kings son-in-law, since I am a poor man and have no reputation? 24And the servants of Saul told him, Thus and so did David speak. 25Then Saul said, Thus shall you say to David, The king desires no hbride-price except a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, ithat he may be avenged of the kings enemies. jNow Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to be the kings son-in-law. kBefore the time had expired, 27David arose and went, lalong with his men, and killed two hundred of the Philistines. mAnd David brought their foreskins, which were given in full number to the king, that he might become the kings son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter Michal for a wife. 28But when Saul saw and knew that nthe LORD was with David, oand that Michal, Sauls daughter, loved him, 29Saul was even more afraid of David. So Saul was Davids enemy continually.

 30pThen the commanders of the Philistines came out to battle, and as often as they came out qDavid had more success than all the servants of Saul, so that his name was highly esteemed.

Saul Tries to Kill David

 1 SAMUEL 19 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David. rBut Jonathan, Sauls son, delighted much in David. 2And Jonathan told David, Saul my father seeks to kill you. Therefore be on your guard in the morning. Stay in a secret place and hide yourself. 3And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak to my father about you. And if I learn anything I will tell you. 4And Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, Let not the king ssin against his servant David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you. 5For the took his life in his hand uand he struck down the Philistine, vand the LORD worked a great salvation for all Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against winnocent blood by killing David without cause? 6And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan. Saul swore, xAs the LORD lives, he shall not be put to death. 7And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan reported to him all these things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence yas before.

 8And there was war again. And David went out and fought with the Philistines and struck them with a great blow, so that they fled before him. 9zThen a harmful spirit from the LORD came upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand. aAnd David was playing the lyre. 10bAnd Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he eluded Saul, so that he struck the spear into the wall. And David fled and escaped that night.

 11cSaul sent messengers to Davids house to watch him, that he might kill him in the morning. But Michal, Davids wife, told him, If you do not escape with your life tonight, tomorrow you will be killed. 12dSo Michal let David down through the window, and he fled away and escaped. 13Michal took ean image[1] and laid it on the bed and put a pillow of goats hair at its head and covered it with the clothes. 14And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick. 15Then Saul sent the messengers to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may kill him. 16And when the messengers came in, behold, ethe image was in the bed, with the pillow of goats hair at its head. 17Saul said to Michal, Why have you deceived me thus and let my enemy go, so that he has escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He said to me, Let me go. fWhy should I kill you?

 18Now David fled and escaped, and he came to Samuel at gRamah and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and lived at Naioth. 19And it was told Saul, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. 20Then Saul sent messengers to take David, and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as head over them, hthe Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, iand they also prophesied. 21When it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, iand they also prophesied. And Saul sent messengers again the third time, iand they also prophesied. 22Then he himself went to Ramah and came to the great well that is in Secu. And he asked, Where are Samuel and David? And one said, Behold, they are at Naioth in gRamah. 23And he went there to Naioth in Ramah. jAnd the Spirit of God came upon him also, and as he went he prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 24kAnd he too stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay naked all that day and all that night. Thus it is said, lIs Saul also among the prophets?

Jonathan Warns David

 1 SAMUEL 20 Then David fled from Naioth min Ramah and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? What is my guilt? And what is my sin before your father, that he seeks my life? 2And he said to him, Far from it! You shall not die. Behold, my father does nothing either great or small without disclosing it to me. And why should my father hide this from me? It is not so. 3But David vowed again, saying, Your father knows well that nI have found favor in your eyes, and he thinks, Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved. But truly, oas the LORD lives and pas your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death. 4Then Jonathan said to David, Whatever you say, I will do for you. 5David said to Jonathan, Behold, tomorrow is qthe new moon, and I should not fail to sit at table with the king. But let me go, rthat I may hide myself in the field till the third day at evening. 6sIf your father misses me at all, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me to run tto Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly usacrifice there for all the clan. 7If he says, Good! it will be well with your servant, but if he is angry, then know that vharm is determined by him. 8Therefore deal kindly with your servant, wfor you have brought your servant into a covenant of the LORD with you. xBut if there is guilt in me, kill me yourself, for why should you bring me to your father? 9And Jonathan said, Far be it from you! If I knew that vit was determined by my father that harm should come to you, would I not tell you? 10Then David said to Jonathan, Who will tell me if your father answers you roughly? 11And Jonathan said to David, Come, let us go out into the field. So they both went out into the field.

 12And Jonathan said to David, The LORD, the God of Israel, be witness![1] When I have sounded out my father, about this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if he is well disposed toward David, shall I not then send and disclose it to you? 13But should it please my father to do you harm, ythe LORD do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not disclose it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety. zMay the LORD be with you, as he has been with my father. 14If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the LORD, that I may not die; 15aand do not cut off[2] your steadfast love from my house forever, when the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth. 16And Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, bMay[3] the LORD take vengeance on Davids enemies. 17And Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him, cfor he loved him as he loved his own soul.

 18Then Jonathan said to him, dTomorrow is the new moon, and eyou will be missed, because fyour seat will be empty. 19On the third day go down quickly to the place where you hid yourself when the matter was in hand, and remain beside the stone heap.[4] 20And I will shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though I shot at a mark. 21And behold, I will send the boy, saying, Go, find the arrows. If I say to the boy, Look, the arrows are on this side of you, take them, then you are to come, for, gas the LORD lives, it is safe for you and there is no danger. 22But if I say to the youth, hLook, the arrows are beyond you, then go, for the LORD has sent you away. 23iAnd as for the matter of which you and I have spoken, behold, jthe LORD is between you and me forever.

 24So David hid himself in the field. And when the new moon came, the king sat down to eat food. 25The king sat on his seat, as at other times, on the seat by the wall. Jonathan sat opposite,[5] and Abner sat by Sauls side, kbut Davids place was empty.

 26Yet Saul did not say anything that day, for he thought, Something has happened to him. lHe is not clean; surely he is not clean. 27But on mthe second day, the day after the new moon, kDavids place was empty. And Saul said to Jonathan his son, Why has not the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today? 28Jonathan answered Saul, nDavid earnestly asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem. 29He said, Let me go, for our clan holds a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be there. So now, if I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away and see my brothers. For this reason he has not come to the kings table.

 30Then Sauls anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said to him, You son of a perverse, rebellious woman, do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame, and to the shame of your mothers nakedness? 31For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall be established. Therefore send and bring him to me, for he shall surely die. 32Then Jonathan answered Saul his father, oWhy should he be put to death? What has he done? 33pBut Saul hurled his spear at him to strike him. So Jonathan knew qthat his father was determined to put David to death. 34And Jonathan rose from the table in fierce anger and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was grieved for David, because his father had disgraced him.

 35In the morning Jonathan went out into the field to the appointment with David, and with him a little boy. 36And he said to his boy, Run and find the arrows that I shoot. As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 37And when the boy came to the place of the arrow that Jonathan had shot, Jonathan called after the boy and said, rIs not the arrow beyond you? 38And Jonathan called after the boy, Hurry! Be quick! Do not stay! So Jonathans boy gathered up the arrows and came to his master. 39But the boy knew nothing. Only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 40And Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy and said to him, Go and carry them to the city. 41And as soon as the boy had gone, David rose from beside the stone heap[6] and fell on his face to the ground and bowed three times. And they kissed one another and wept with one another, David weeping the most. 42Then Jonathan said to David, sGo in peace, because we have sworn both of us in the name of the LORD, saying, tThe LORD shall be between me and you, uand between my offspring and your offspring, forever. And he rose and departed, and Jonathan went into the city.[7]

David and the Holy Bread

 1 SAMUEL 21 [1] Then David came to vNob to wAhimelech the priest. And Ahimelech xcame to meet David trembling and said to him, Why are you alone, and no one with you? 2And David said to Ahimelech the priest, The king has charged me with a matter and said to me, Let no one know anything of the matter about which I send you, and with which I have charged you. I have made an appointment with the young men for such and such a place. 3Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever is here. 4And the priest answered David, I have no common bread on hand, but there is yholy breadzif the young men have kept themselves from women. 5And David answered the priest, Truly women have been kept from us as always when I go on an expedition. The vessels of the young men are holy even when it is an ordinary journey. How much more today will their vessels be holy? 6So the priest gave him ythe holy bread, for there was no bread there but the bread of the Presence, awhich is removed from before the LORD, to be replaced by hot bread on the day it is taken away.

 7Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before the LORD. His name was bDoeg the Edomite, the chief of Sauls herdsmen.

 8Then David said to Ahimelech, Then have you not here a spear or a sword at hand? For I have brought neither my sword nor my weapons with me, because the kings business required haste. 9And the priest said, cThe sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you struck down in dthe Valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you will take that, take it, for there is none but that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it to me.

David Flees to Gath

 10And David rose and fled that day from Saul and went to eAchish the king of Gath. 11And the servants of Achish said to him, Is not this David the king of the land? fDid they not sing to one another of him in dances,

 Saul has struck down his thousands,

and David his ten thousands?

 12And David gtook these words to heart and was much afraid of Achish the king of Gath. 13So he changed his behavior before them and pretended to be insane in their hands and made marks on the doors of the gate and let his spittle run down his beard. 14Then Achish said to his servants, Behold, you see the man is mad. Why then have you brought him to me? 15Do I lack madmen, that you have brought this fellow to behave as a madman in my presence? Shall this fellow come into my house?

David at the Cave of Adullam

 1 SAMUEL 22 David departed from there and escaped to hthe cave of iAdullam. And when his brothers and all his fathers house heard it, they went down there to him. 2jAnd everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul,[1] gathered to him. And he became commander over them. And there were with him kabout four hundred men.

 3And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the king of Moab, Please let my father and my mother stay[2] with you, till I know what God will do for me. 4And he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him all the time that David was in the stronghold. 5Then the prophet lGad said to David, Do not remain in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah. So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth.

Saul Kills the Priests at Nob

 6Now Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men who were with him. Saul was sitting at Gibeah under mthe tamarisk tree on the height with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were standing about him. 7And Saul said to his servants who stood about him, Hear now, people of Benjamin; will the son of Jesse ngive every one of you fields and vineyards, will he make you all commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, 8that all of you have conspired against me? No one discloses to me owhen my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse. None of you pis sorry for me or discloses to me that my son has stirred up my servant against me, qto lie in wait, as at this day. 9Then answered rDoeg the Edomite, who stood by the servants of Saul, I saw the son of Jesse scoming to Nob, to tAhimelech the son of Ahitub, 10uand he inquired of the LORD for him and vgave him provisions and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.

 11Then the king sent to summon Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his fathers house, the priests who were at Nob, and all of them came to the king. 12And Saul said, Hear now, son of Ahitub. And he answered, Here I am, my lord. 13And Saul said to him, Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, in that you have given him bread and a sword and uhave inquired of God for him, so that he has risen against me, wto lie in wait, as at this day? 14Then Ahimelech answered the king, And who among all your servants is so faithful as David, who is the kings son-in-law, and captain over[3] your bodyguard, and honored in your house? 15Is today the first time uthat I have inquired of God for him? No! Let not the king impute anything to his servant or to all the house of my father, for your servant has known nothing of all this, xmuch or little. 16And the king said, You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your fathers house. 17And the king said to ythe guard who stood about him, Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their hand also is with David, and they knew that he fled and did not disclose it to me. But the servants of the king would not put out their hand to strike the priests of the LORD. 18Then the king said to Doeg, You turn and strike the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests, zand he killed on that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod. 19And Nob, the city of the priests, he put to the sword; aboth man and woman, child and infant, ox, donkey and sheep, he put to the sword.

 20But one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named bAbiathar, escaped and fled after David. 21And Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD. 22And David said to Abiathar, I knew on that day, cwhen Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I have occasioned the death of all the persons of your fathers house. 23dStay with me; do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life. With me you shall be in safekeeping.

David Saves the City of Keilah

 1 SAMUEL 23 Now they told David, Behold, the Philistines are fighting against eKeilah and are robbing the threshing floors. 2Therefore David finquired of the LORD, Shall I go and attack these Philistines? And the LORD said to David, Go and attack the Philistines and save Keilah. 3But Davids men said to him, Behold, we are afraid here in Judah; how much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? 4Then David finquired of the LORD again. And the LORD answered him, Arise, go down to Keilah, gfor I will give the Philistines into your hand. 5And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines and brought away their livestock and struck them with a great blow. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.

 6hWhen Abiathar the son of Ahimelech had fled to David to Keilah, he had come down with an ephod in his hand. 7Now it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Saul said, God has given him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a town that has gates and bars. 8And Saul summoned all the people to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. 9David knew that Saul was plotting harm against him. And he said to Abiathar the priest, iBring the ephod here. 10Then David said, O LORD, the God of Israel, your servant has surely heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah, to destroy the city on my account. 11Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard? O LORD, the God of Israel, please tell your servant. And the LORD said, He will come down. 12Then David said, Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul? And the LORD said, jThey will surrender you. 13Then David and his men, kwho were about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they went lwherever they could go. When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the expedition. 14And David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in the hill country mof the wilderness of nZiph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not give him into his hand.

Saul Pursues David

 15David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. David was in the wilderness of Ziph at Horesh. 16And Jonathan, Sauls son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in God. 17And he said to him, Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. oSaul my father also knows this. 18pAnd the two of them made a covenant before the LORD. David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went home.

 19qThen the Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, Is not David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is south of rJeshimon? 20Now come down, O king, according to all your hearts desire to come down, sand our part shall be to surrender him into the kings hand. 21And Saul said, tMay you be blessed by the LORD, ufor you have had compassion on me. 22Go, make yet more sure. Know and see the place where his foot is, and who has seen him there, for it is told me that he is very cunning. 23See therefore and take note of all the lurking places where he hides, and come back to me with sure information. Then I will go with you. And if he is in the land, I will search him out among all the thousands of Judah. 24And they arose and went to Ziph ahead of Saul.

Now David and his men were vin the wilderness of Maon, win the Arabah to the south of rJeshimon. 25And Saul and his men went to seek him. And David was told, so he went down to the rock and lived in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the wilderness of Maon. 26Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. And David was hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his men were closing in on David and his men to capture them, 27a messenger came to Saul, saying, Hurry and come, for the Philistines have made a raid against the land. 28So Saul returned from pursuing after David and went against the Philistines. Therefore that place was called the Rock of Escape.[1] 29[2] And David went up from there and lived in the strongholds of xEngedi.

David Spares Sauls Life

 1 SAMUEL 24 [1] yWhen Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi. 2Then Saul took zthree thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Wildgoats Rocks. 3And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in ato relieve himself.[2] Now David and his men were sitting in the innermost parts bof the cave. 4And the men of David said to him, cHere is the day of which the LORD said to you, Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you. Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Sauls robe. 5And afterward dDavids heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Sauls robe. 6He said to his men, eThe LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORDs anointed, to put out my hand against him, seeing he is fthe LORDs anointed. 7So David persuaded his men with these words gand did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way.

 8Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, My lord the king! And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. 9And David said to Saul, Why do you listen to the words of men who say, Behold, David seeks your harm? 10Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the LORD gave you today into my hand in the cave. hAnd some told me to kill you, but I spared you.[3] I said, I will not put out my hand against my lord, ffor he is the LORDs anointed. 11See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that ithere is no wrong or treason in my hands. I have not sinned against you, though jyou hunt my life to take it. 12kMay the LORD judge between me and you, may the LORD avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against you. 13As the proverb of the ancients says, Out of the wicked comes wickedness. But my hand shall not be against you. 14After whom has the king of Israel come out? After whom do you pursue? lAfter a dead dog! mAfter a flea! 15kMay the LORD therefore be judge and give sentence between me and you, and see to it and nplead my cause and deliver me from your hand.

 16As soon as David had finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, oIs this your voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 17He said to David, You are more righteous than I, pfor you have repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you evil. 18And you have declared this day how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me when the LORD put me into your hands. 19For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safe? So may the LORD reward you with good for what you have done to me this day. 20And now, behold, qI know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand. 21rSwear to me therefore by the LORD that you will not cut off my offspring after me, and sthat you will not destroy my name out of my fathers house. 22And David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home, but David and his men went up tto the stronghold.

The Death of Samuel

 1 SAMUEL 25 uNow Samuel died. And all Israel assembled vand mourned for him, and they buried him win his house at xRamah.

David and Abigail

 Then David rose and went down to ythe wilderness of Paran. 2And there was a man in zMaon whose business was in aCarmel. The man was very rich; he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. bHe was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3Now the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. The woman was discerning and beautiful, but the man was harsh and badly behaved; che was a Calebite. 4David heard in the wilderness that Nabal bwas shearing his sheep. 5So David sent ten young men. And David said to the young men, Go up to Carmel, and go to Nabal and greet him in my name. 6And thus you shall greet him: dPeace be to you, and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have. 7I hear that you have shearers. Now your shepherds have been with us, and we did them no harm, eand they missed nothing all the time they were in Carmel. 8Ask your young men, and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come fon a feast day. Please give whatever you have at hand to your servants and to your son David.

 9When Davids young men came, they said all this to Nabal in the name of David, and then they waited. 10And Nabal answered Davids servants, gWho is David? Who is the son of Jesse? hThere are many servants these days who are breaking away from their masters. 11Shall I take imy bread and my water and my meat that I have killed for my shearers and give it to jmen who come from I do not know where? 12So Davids young men turned away and came back and told him all this. 13And David said to his men, Every man strap on his sword! And every man of them strapped on his sword. David also strapped on his sword. And kabout four hundred men went up after David, kwhile two hundred lremained with the baggage.

 14But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabals wife, Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to greet our master, and he railed at them. 15Yet the men were very good to us, and we suffered no harm, nand we did not miss anything when we were in the fields, as long as we went with them. 16They were oa wall to us both by night and by day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep. 17Now therefore know this and consider what you should do, pfor harm is determined against our master and against all his house, and he is such qa worthless man that one cannot speak to him.

 18Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves and two skins of wine and five sheep already prepared and five seahs[1] of parched grain and a hundred clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys. 19And she said to her young men, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20And as she rode on the donkey and came down under cover of the mountain, behold, David and his men came down toward her, and she met them. 21Now David had said, Surely in vain have I guarded all that this fellow has in the wilderness, rso that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him, and he has sreturned me evil for good. 22tGod do so to the enemies of David[2] and more also, if by morning I leave so much as one male of all who belong to him.

 23When Abigail saw David, she hurried uand got down from the donkey vand fell before David on her face and bowed to the ground. 24She fell at his feet and said, wOn me alone, my lord, be the guilt. Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your servant. 25Let not my lord regard qthis worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal[3] is his name, and folly is with him. But I your servant did not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent. 26Now then, my lord, xas the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, because ythe LORD has restrained you from bloodguilt and from zsaving with your own hand, now then alet your enemies and those who seek to do evil to my lord be as Nabal. 27And now let this bpresent that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the young men who follow my lord. 28Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For the LORD will certainly make my lord ca sure house, because my lord dis fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil shall not be found in you so long as you live. 29If men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your God. And the lives of your enemies ehe shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 30And when the LORD has done to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning you and has appointed you prince[4] over Israel, 31my lord shall have no cause of grief or pangs of conscience for having shed blood without cause or for my lord zworking salvation himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with my lord, then remember your servant.

 32And David said to Abigail, fBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 33Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, ywho have kept me this day from bloodguilt zand from working salvation with my own hand! 34For as surely gas the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, ywho has restrained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, truly by morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as one male. 35Then David received from her hand what she had brought him. And he said to her, hGo up in peace to your house. See, I have obeyed your voice, and I have granted your petition.

 36And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, ihe was holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a king. And Nabals heart jwas merry within him, for he was very drunk. So she told him nothing kat all until the morning light. 37In the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. 38And about ten days later lthe LORD struck Nabal, and he died.

 39When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, fBlessed be the LORD who has mavenged the insult I received at the hand of Nabal, nand has kept back his servant from wrongdoing. oThe LORD has returned the evil of Nabal on his own head. Then David sent and pspoke to Abigail, to take her as his wife. 40When the servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her, David has sent us to you to take you to him as his wife. 41And she rose qand bowed with her face to the ground and said, Behold, your handmaid is a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. 42And Abigail hurried and rose and mounted a donkey, and her five young women attended her. She followed the messengers of David and became his wife.

 43David also took Ahinoam of rJezreel, sand both of them became his wives. 44Saul had given Michal his daughter, Davids wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was of Gallim.

David Spares Saul Again

 1 SAMUEL 26 tThen the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, Is not David hiding himself on the hill of Hachilah, which is on the east of Jeshimon? 2So Saul arose and went down to uthe wilderness of Ziph with vthree thousand chosen men of Israel to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 3And Saul encamped on the hill of Hachilah, which is beside the road on the east of Jeshimon. But David remained in the wilderness. When he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness, 4David sent out spies and learned that Saul had indeed come. 5Then David rose and came to the place where Saul had encamped. And David saw the place where Saul lay, with wAbner the son of Ner, the commander of his army. Saul was lying within xthe encampment, while the army was encamped around him.

 6Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Joabs brother yAbishai the son of Zeruiah, zWho will go down with me into the camp to Saul? And Abishai said, I will go down with you. 7So David and Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay Saul sleeping within xthe encampment, with his spear stuck in the ground aat his head, and Abner and the army lay around him. 8Then Abishai said to David, bGod has given your enemy into your hand this day. Now please let me pin him to the earth with one stroke of the spear, and I will not strike him twice. 9But David said to Abishai, Do not destroy him, for who can put out his hand cagainst the LORDs anointed and be guiltless? 10And David said, dAs the LORD lives, ethe LORD will strike him, or fhis day will come to die, gor he will go down into battle and perish. 11hThe LORD forbid that I should put out my hand against the LORDs anointed. But take now the spear that is iat his head and the jar of water, and let us go. 12So David took the spear and the jar of water from Sauls head, and they went away. No man saw it or knew it, nor did any awake, for they were all asleep, because ja deep sleep from the LORD had fallen upon them.

 13Then David went over to the other side and stood far off on the top of the hill, with a great space between them. 14And David called to the army, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, Will you not answer, Abner? Then Abner answered, Who are you who calls to the king? 15And David said to Abner, Are you not a man? Who is like you in Israel? Why then have you not kept watch over your lord the king? For one of the people came in to destroy the king your lord. 16This thing that you have done is not good. kAs the LORD lives, you deserve to die, because you have not kept watch over your lord, the LORDs anointed. And now see where the kings spear is and the jar of water that was lat his head.

 17Saul recognized Davids voice and said, mIs this your voice, my son David? And David said, It is my voice, my lord, O king. 18And he said, nWhy does my lord pursue after his servant? For what have I done? What evil is on my hands? 19Now therefore let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If it is the LORD who has stirred you up against me, may he accept an offering, but if it is men, may they be cursed before the LORD, ofor they have driven me out this day that I should have no share in pthe heritage of the LORD, saying, Go, serve other gods. 20Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth away from the presence of the LORD, for the king of Israel has come out to seek qa single flea like one who hunts a partridge in the mountains.

 21Then Saul said, rI have sinned. Return, my son David, for I will no more do you harm, because my life was precious in your eyes this day. Behold, I have acted foolishly, and have made a great mistake. 22And David answered and said, Here is the spear, O king! Let one of the young men come over and take it. 23sThe LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness, for the LORD gave you into my hand today, and I would not put out my hand against the LORDs anointed. 24Behold, as your life was precious this day in my sight, so may my life be precious in the sight of the LORD, and may he deliver me out of all tribulation. 25Then Saul said to David, Blessed be you, my son David! You will do many things and will tsucceed in them. So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place.

David Flees to the Philistines

 1 SAMUEL 27 Then David said in his heart, Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will despair of seeking me any longer within the borders of Israel, and I shall escape out of his hand. 2So David arose and went over, he and uthe six hundred men who were with him, vto Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, and David with whis two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of Carmel, Nabals widow. 4And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no longer sought him.

 5Then David said to Achish, If xI have found favor in your eyes, let a place be given me in one of the country towns, that I may dwell there. For why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you? 6So that day Achish gave him yZiklag. Therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. 7zAnd the number of the days that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months.

 8Now David aand his men went up and made raids against bthe Geshurites, cthe Girzites, and dthe Amalekites, for these were the inhabitants of the land from of old, eas far as Shur, to the land of Egypt. 9And David would strike the land and would leave neither man nor woman alive, but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the donkeys, the camels, and the garments, and come back to Achish. 10When Achish asked, Where have you fmade a raid today? David would say, Against the Negeb of Judah, or, Against the Negeb of gthe Jerahmeelites, or, Against the Negeb of hthe Kenites. 11And David would leave neither man nor woman alive to bring news to Gath, thinking, lest they should tell about us and say, So David has done. Such was his custom all the while he lived in the country of the Philistines. 12And Achish trusted David, thinking, He has made himself an utter stench to his people Israel; therefore he shall always be my servant.

Saul and the Medium of En-dor

 1 SAMUEL 28 In those days ithe Philistines gathered their forces for war, to fight against Israel. And Achish said to David, Understand that you and your men are to go out with me in the army. 2David said to Achish, Very well, you shall know what your servant can do. And Achish said to David, Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for life.

 3Now jSamuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him kin Ramah, his own city. And Saul had put lthe mediums and the necromancers out of the land. 4The Philistines assembled and came and encamped mat Shunem. And Saul gathered all Israel, and they encamped nat Gilboa. 5When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. 6And when Saul inquired of the LORD, othe LORD did not answer him, either pby dreams, or qby Urim, or by prophets. 7Then Saul said to his servants, rSeek out for me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a medium at sEn-dor.

 8So Saul tdisguised himself and put on other garments and went, he and two men with him. And they came to the woman by night. And he said, uDivine for me by a spirit and bring up for me whomever I shall name to you. 9The woman said to him, Surely you know what Saul has done, lhow he has cut off the mediums and the necromancers from the land. Why then are you laying a trap for my life to bring about my death? 10But Saul swore to her by the LORD, vAs the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing. 11Then the woman said, Whom shall I bring up for you? He said, Bring up Samuel for me. 12When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, Why have you deceived me? You are Saul. 13The king said to her, Do not be afraid. What do you see? And the woman said to Saul, I see a god coming up out of the earth. 14He said to her, What is his appearance? And she said, An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped win a robe. And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and paid homage.

 15Then Samuel said to Saul, Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up? Saul answered, I am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, and xGod has turned away from me and yanswers me no more, either by prophets or by dreams. Therefore I have summoned you to tell me what I shall do. 16And Samuel said, Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from you and become your enemy? 17The LORD has done to you as he spoke by me, for zthe LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. 18aBecause you did not obey the voice of the LORD and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day. 19Moreover, the LORD will give Israel also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and tomorrow you band your sons shall be with me. The LORD will give the army of Israel also into the hand of the Philistines.

 20Then Saul fell at once full length on the ground, filled with fear because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing all day and all night. 21And the woman came to Saul, and when she saw that he was terrified, she said to him, Behold, your servant has obeyed you. cI have taken my life in my hand and have listened to what you have said to me. 22Now therefore, you also obey your servant. Let me set a morsel of bread before you; and eat, that you may have strength when you go on your way. 23He refused and said, I will not eat. But his servants, together with the woman, urged him, and he listened to their words. So he arose from the earth and sat on the bed. 24Now the woman had a fattened calf in the house, and she quickly killed it, and she took flour and kneaded it and baked unleavened bread of it, 25and she put it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they rose and went away that night.

The Philistines Reject David

 1 SAMUEL 29 dNow the Philistines had gathered all their forces at eAphek. And the Israelites were encamped by fthe spring that is in gJezreel. 2As hthe lords of the Philistines were passing on by hundreds and by thousands, and David and his men were passing on in the rear iwith Achish, 3the commanders of the Philistines said, What are these Hebrews doing here? And Achish said to the commanders of the Philistines, Is this not David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel, who has been with me jnow for days and years, and since he deserted to me kI have found no fault in him to this day. 4But hthe commanders of the Philistines were angry with him. And the commanders of the Philistines said to him, Send the man back, that he may return lto the place to which you have assigned him. He shall not go down with us to battle, mlest in the battle he become an adversary to us. For how could this fellow reconcile himself to his lord? Would it not be with the heads of the men here? 5Is not this David, of whom they sing to one another in dances,

 nSaul has struck down his thousands,

and David his ten thousands?

 6Then Achish called David and said to him, oAs the LORD lives, you have been honest, and to me it seems right that pyou should march out and in with me in the campaign. For I have found nothing wrong in you from the day of your coming to me to this day. Nevertheless, the lords do not approve of you. 7So go back now; and go peaceably, that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines. 8And David said to Achish, But what have I done? What have you found in your servant from the day I entered your service until now, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king? 9And Achish answered David and said, I know that you are as blameless in my sight qas an angel of God. Nevertheless, rthe commanders of the Philistines have said, He shall not go up with us to the battle. 10Now then rise early in the morning swith the servants of your lord who came with you, and start early in the morning, and depart as soon as you have light. 11So David set out with his men early in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines. But the Philistines went up to tJezreel.

Davids Wives Are Captured

 1 SAMUEL 30 Now when David and his men came to uZiklag on the third day, vthe Amalekites had wmade a raid against the Negeb and against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it with fire 2and taken captive the women and all[1] who were in it, both small and great. They killed no one, but carried them off and went their way. 3And when David and his men came to the city, they found it burned with fire, and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4Then David and the people who were with him raised their voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep. 5Davids xtwo wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke yof stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul,[2] each for his sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.

 7zAnd David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, Bring me the ephod. So Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8aAnd David inquired of the LORD, Shall I pursue after this bband? Shall I overtake them? He answered him, Pursue, for you shall surely overtake cand shall surely rescue. 9So David set out, and dthe six hundred men who were with him, and they came to the brook Besor, where those who were left behind stayed. 10But David pursued, he and four hundred men. eTwo hundred stayed behind, who were too exhausted to cross the brook Besor.

 11They found an Egyptian in the open country and brought him to David. And they gave him bread and he ate. They gave him water to drink, 12and they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. And when he had eaten, fhis spirit revived, for he had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and three nights. 13And David said to him, To whom do you belong? And where are you from? He said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite, and my master left me behind because I fell sick three days ago. 14gWe had made a raid against the Negeb of hthe Cherethites and against that which belongs to Judah and against the Negeb of Caleb, and we burned Ziklag with fire. 15And David said to him, Will you take me down to this band? And he said, Swear to me by God that you will not kill me or deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to this iband.

David Defeats the Amalekites

 16And when he had taken him down, behold, they were spread abroad over all the land, eating and drinking and dancing, because of all the great spoil they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17And David struck them down from twilight until the evening of the next day, and not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men, who mounted camels and fled. 18jDavid recovered all that the Amalekites had taken, and David rescued his two wives. 19Nothing was missing, whether small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything that had been taken. jDavid brought back all. 20David also captured all the flocks and herds, and the people drove the livestock before him,[3] and said, This is Davids spoil.

 21Then David came to kthe two hundred men who had been too exhausted to follow David, and who had been left kat the brook Besor. And they went out to meet David and to meet the people who were with him. And when David came near to the people he greeted them. 22Then all the wicked and worthless fellows among the men who had gone with David said, Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil that we have recovered, except that each man may lead away his wife and children, and depart. 23But David said, You shall not do so, my brothers, with what the LORD has given us. He has preserved us and given into our hand the band that came against us. 24Who would listen to you in this matter? lFor as his share is who goes down into the battle, so shall his share be who stays by the baggage. They shall share alike. 25And he made it a statute and a rule for Israel from that day forward to this day.

 26When David came to Ziklag, he sent part of the spoil to his friends, the elders of Judah, saying, Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the LORD. 27It was for those in mBethel, in Ramoth of the Negeb, in nJattir, 28in oAroer, in Siphmoth, in pEshtemoa, 29in Racal, in the cities of qthe Jerahmeelites, in the cities of rthe Kenites, 30in sHormah, in Bor-ashan, in Athach, 31in tHebron, for all the places where David and his men had roamed.

The Death of Saul

 1 SAMUEL 31 uNow the Philistines were fighting against Israel, and the men of Israel fled before the Philistines and fell slain von Mount Gilboa. 2And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, and the Philistines struck down wJonathan and xAbinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3yThe battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers found him, and he was badly wounded by the archers. 4zThen Saul said to his armor-bearer, Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these auncircumcised come and thrust me through, and mistreat me. But his armor-bearer would not, bfor he feared greatly. Therefore Saul took his own sword cand fell upon it. 5And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell upon his sword and died with him. 6Thus Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer, and all his men, on the same day together. 7And when the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley and those beyond the Jordan saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities and fled. And the Philistines came and lived in them.

 8The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9So they cut off his head and stripped off his armor and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines, dto carry the good news eto the house of their idols and to the people. 10fThey put his armor in the temple of gAshtaroth, and they fastened his body to the wall of hBeth-shan. 11iBut when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12jall the valiant men arose and went all night and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and they came to Jabesh kand burned them there. 13And they took their bones land buried them under mthe tamarisk tree in Jabesh and nfasted seven days.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 1

[1] 1:5 Syriac; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. Septuagint And, although he loved Hannah, he would give Hannah only one portion, because the LORD had closed her womb

[2] 1:20 Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for heard of God

[3] 1:24 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Syriac; Masoretic Text three bulls

[4] 1:24 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 2

[1] 2:11 Hebrew naar can be rendered boy (2:11, 18, 21, 26; 3:1, 8), servant (2:13, 15), or young man (2:17), depending on the context

[2] 2:29 Hebrew kick at

[3] 2:33 Septuagint; Hebrew your; twice in this verse

[4] 2:33 Hebrew increase

[5] 2:33 Septuagint; Hebrew die as men


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 3

[1] 3:13 Or blaspheming for themselves


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 4

[1] 4:3 Or he

[2] 4:21 Or gone into exile; also verse 22


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 6

[1] 6:19 Most Hebrew manuscripts struck of the people seventy men, fifty thousand men


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 7

[1] 7:12 Hebrew; Septuagint, Syriac Jeshanah

[2] 7:12 Ebenezer means stone of help


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 8

[1] 8:16 Septuagint cattle


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 9

[1] 9:5 Hebrew young man; also verses 7, 8, 10, 27

[2] 9:8 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 9:16 Or leader

[4] 9:16 Septuagint adds the affliction of

[5] 9:24 Hebrew appointed, saying, I have invited the people

[6] 9:25 Septuagint; Hebrew and he spoke with Saul

[7] 9:26 Septuagint; Hebrew And they arose early and at the break of dawn


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Or leader

[2] 10:1 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks over his people Israel? And you shall... 4; to be prince

[3] 10:5 Gibeath-elohim means the hill of God

[4] 10:10 Gibeah means the hill

[5] 10:21 Septuagint adds finally he brought the family of the Matrites near, man by man


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 12

[1] 12:3 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks Testify against me

[2] 12:6 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks is witness

[3] 12:8 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks and the Egyptians oppressed them

[4] 12:9 Septuagint the army of Jabin king of Hazor

[5] 12:11 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew Bedan

[6] 12:15 Septuagint; Hebrew fathers


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 13

[1] 13:1 Hebrew Saul was one year old when he became king, and he reigned two years over Israel (see 1 Samuel 10:6); some Greek manuscripts give Saul's age when he began to reign as thirty years

[2] 13:14 Or leader

[3] 13:15 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks The rest of the people... ; from Gilgal

[4] 13:20 Septuagint; Hebrew plowshare

[5] 13:21 Hebrew was a pim

[6] 13:21 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[7] 13:21 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 14

[1] 14:2 Or under the pomegranate [tree]

[2] 14:7 Septuagint Do all that your mind inclines to

[3] 14:14 Hebrew a yoke

[4] 14:15 Or became a panic from God

[5] 14:16 Septuagint; Hebrew they went here and there

[6] 14:18 Hebrew; Septuagint Bring the ephod. For at that time he wore the ephod before the people

[7] 14:25 Hebrew land

[8] 14:33 Septuagint; Hebrew this day

[9] 14:41 Vulgate and Septuagint; Hebrew Therefore Saul said to the LORD, the God of Israel, Give Thummim.


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 15

[1] 15:3 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 8, 9, 15, 18, 20, 21

[2] 15:9 The meaning of the Hebrew term is uncertain

[3] 15:11 See also verses 29, 35

[4] 15:32 Or haltingly (compare Septuagint); the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 16

[1] 16:11 Or smallest


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 17

[1] 17:4 Hebrew; Septuagint, Dead Sea Scroll and Josephus four

[2] 17:4 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[3] 17:5 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[4] 17:12 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew advanced among men

[5] 17:17 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[6] 17:52 Septuagint; Hebrew Gai


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 18

[1] 18:6 Or triangles, or three-stringed instruments

[2] 18:21 Hebrew by two


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 19

[1] 19:13 Or a household god


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 20

[1] 20:12 Hebrew lacks be witness

[2] 20:15 Or but if I die, do not cut off

[3] 20:16 Septuagint earth, 16let not the name of Jonathan be cut off from the house of David. And may

[4] 20:19 Septuagint; Hebrew the stone Ezel

[5] 20:25 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew stood up

[6] 20:41 Septuagint; Hebrew from beside the south

[7] 20:42 This sentence is 21:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 21

[1] 21:1 Ch 21:2 in Hebrew


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 22

[1] 22:2 Or discontented

[2] 22:3 Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew go out

[3] 22:14 Septuagint, Targum; Hebrew and has turned aside to


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 23

[1] 23:28 Or Rock of Divisions

[2] 23:29 Ch 24:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 24

[1] 24:1 Ch 24:2 in Hebrew

[2] 24:3 Hebrew cover his feet

[3] 24:10 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum; Hebrew it [my eye] spared you


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 25

[1] 25:18 A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters

[2] 25:22 Septuagint to David

[3] 25:25 Nabal means fool

[4] 25:30 Or leader


Footnotes for 1 Samuel, Chapter 30

[1] 30:2 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks and all

[2] 30:6 Compare 22:2

[3] 30:20 The meaning of the Hebrew clause is uncertain
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2 Samuel

David Hears of Sauls Death

 2 SAMUEL 1 After the death of Saul, when David had returned afrom striking down the Amalekites, David remained two days in Ziklag. 2And on the third day, behold, ba man came from Sauls camp, cwith his clothes torn and dirt on his head. And when he came to David, dhe fell to the ground and paid homage. 3David said to him, Where do you come from? And he said to him, I have escaped from the camp of Israel. 4And David said to him, eHow did it go? Tell me. And he answered, The people fled from the battle, and also many of the people have fallen and are dead, and Saul and his son Jonathan are also dead. 5Then David said to the young man who told him, How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead? 6And the young man who told him said, fBy chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and there was Saul leaning on his spear, and behold, the chariots and the horsemen were close upon him. 7And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called to me. And I answered, Here I am. 8And he said to me, Who are you? I answered him, I am an Amalekite. 9And he said to me, gStand beside me and kill me, for anguish has seized me, and yet my life still lingers. 10So I stood beside him and killed him, because I was sure that he could not live after he had fallen. hAnd I took the crown that was on his head and the armlet that was on his arm, and I have brought them here to my lord.

 11Then David took hold of his clothes and itore them, and so did all the men who were with him. 12And they mourned and wept jand fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 13And David said to the young man who told him, Where do you come from? And he answered, I am the son of a sojourner, an Amalekite. 14David said to him, How is it you were not kafraid to put out your hand to destroy lthe LORDs anointed? 15Then mDavid called one of the young men and said, Go, execute him. And he struck him down so that he died. 16And David said to him, nYour blood be on your head, for your own mouth has testified against you, saying, I have killed othe LORDs anointed.

Davids Lament for Saul and Jonathan

 17And David plamented with this lamentation over Saul and Jonathan his son, 18and he said it[1] should be taught to the people of Judah; behold, it is written in qthe Book of Jashar.[2] He said:

 19 Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places!

rHow the mighty have fallen!

20 sTell it not in Gath,

tpublish it not in the streets of Ashkelon,

ulest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,

lest the daughters of vthe uncircumcised exult.

 21 wYou mountains of Gilboa,

let there be no dew or rain upon you,

nor fields of offerings![3]

For there the shield of the mighty was defiled,

the shield of Saul, not xanointed with oil.

 22 From the blood of the slain,

from the fat of the mighty,

ythe bow of Jonathan turned not back,

and the sword of Saul returned not empty.

 23 Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely!

In life and in death they were not divided;

they were zswifter than eagles;

they were astronger than lions.

 24 You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet,

bwho put ornaments of gold on your apparel.

 25 cHow the mighty have fallen

in the midst of the battle!

 Jonathan lies slain on your high places.

26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;

very pleasant have you been to me;

dyour love to me was extraordinary,

surpassing the love of women.

 27 cHow the mighty have fallen,

and the weapons of war perished!

David Anointed King of Judah

 2 SAMUEL 2 After this David einquired of the LORD, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the LORD said to him, Go up. David said, To which shall I go up? And he said, To fHebron. 2So David went up there, and ghis two wives also, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 3And David brought up hhis men who were with him, everyone with his household, and they lived in the towns of Hebron. 4And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David iking over the house of Judah.

When they told David, jIt was the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul, 5David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them, kMay you be blessed by the LORD, because you showed this loyalty to Saul your lord and buried him. 6Now may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you. And I will do good to you because you have done this thing. 7Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be valiant, for Saul your lord is dead, and ithe house of Judah has anointed me king over them.

Ish-bosheth Made King of Israel

 8But lAbner the son of Ner, commander of Sauls army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and brought him over to mMahanaim, 9and he made him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel. 10Ish-bosheth, Sauls son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. 11nAnd the time that David was king in Hebron over ithe house of Judah was seven years and six months.

The Battle of Gibeon

 12Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13And Joab the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and met them at othe pool of Gibeon. And they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the pool. 14And Abner said to Joab, Let the young men arise and compete before us. And Joab said, Let them arise. 15Then they arose and passed over by number, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of David. 16And each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his opponents side, so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called Helkath-hazzurim,[1] which is at Gibeon. 17And the battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David.

 18And the pthree sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Now Asahel was qas swift of foot as a wild gazelle. 19And Asahel pursued Abner, and as he went, he turned neither to the right hand nor to the left from following Abner. 20Then Abner looked behind him and said, Is it you, Asahel? And he answered, It is I. 21Abner said to him, Turn aside to your right hand or to your left, and seize one of the young men and take his spoil. But Asahel would not turn aside from following him. 22And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How then could I lift up my face to your brother Joab? 23But he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him rin the stomach with the butt of his spear, so that the spear came out at his back. And he fell there and died where he was. And all who came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still.

 24But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. And as the sun was going down they came to the hill of Ammah, which lies before Giah on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon. 25And the people of Benjamin gathered themselves together behind Abner and became one group and took their stand on the top of a hill. 26Then Abner called to Joab, Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that the end will be bitter? How long will it be before you tell your people to turn from the pursuit of their brothers? 27And Joab said, As God lives, if syou had not spoken, surely the men would not have given up the pursuit of their brothers until the morning. 28So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the men stopped and pursued Israel no more, nor did they fight anymore.

 29And Abner and his men went all that night through tthe Arabah. They crossed the Jordan, and marching the whole morning, they came to uMahanaim. 30Joab returned from the pursuit of Abner. And when he had gathered all the people together, there were missing from Davids servants nineteen men besides Asahel. 31But the servants of David had struck down of Benjamin 360 of Abners men. 32And they took up Asahel and buried him in the tomb of his father, which was at Bethlehem. And Joab and his men marched all night, and the day broke upon them at Hebron.

Abner Joins David

 2 SAMUEL 3 There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. And David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul became weaker and weaker.

 2vAnd sons were born to David at Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, of wAhinoam of Jezreel; 3and his second, Chileab, of wAbigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah xthe daughter of Talmai king of yGeshur; 4and the fourth, zAdonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, Davids wife. These were born to David in Hebron.

 6While there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner was making himself strong in the house of Saul. 7Now Saul had a concubine whose name was aRizpah, the daughter of Aiah. And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, bWhy have you gone in to my fathers concubine? 8Then Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-bosheth and said, Am I ca dogs head of Judah? To this day I keep showing steadfast love to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not given you into the hand of David. And yet you charge me today with a fault concerning a woman. 9dGod do so to Abner and more also, if I do not accomplish for David ewhat the LORD has sworn to him, 10to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, ffrom Dan to Beersheba. 11And Ish-bosheth could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him.

 12And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf,[1] saying, To whom does the land belong? Make your covenant with me, and behold, my hand shall be with you to bring over all Israel to you. 13And he said, Good; I will make a covenant with you. But one thing I require of you; that is, gyou shall not see my face unless you first bring hMichal, Sauls daughter, when you come to see my face. 14Then David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth, Sauls son, saying, Give me my wife Michal, ifor whom I paid the bridal price of a hundred foreskins of the Philistines. 15And Ish-bosheth sent and took her from her husband Paltiel the son of Laish. 16But her husband went with her, weeping after her all the way to jBahurim. Then Abner said to him, Go, return. And he returned.

 17And Abner conferred with the elders of Israel, saying, For some time past you have been seeking David as king over you. 18Now then bring it about, kfor the LORD has promised David, saying, By the hand of my servant David I will save my people Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and from the hand of all their enemies. 19Abner also spoke to lBenjamin. And then Abner went to tell David at Hebron all that Israel and the whole house of Benjamin thought good to do.

 20When Abner came with twenty men to David at Hebron, David made a feast for Abner and the men who were with him. 21And Abner said to David, I will arise and go and mwill gather all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, and that you may nreign over all that your heart desires. So David sent Abner away, and he went in peace.

 22Just then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a raid, bringing much spoil with them. But Abner was not with David at Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he had gone in peace. 23When Joab and all the army that was with him came, it was told Joab, Abner the son of Ner came to the king, and he has let him go, and he has gone in peace. 24Then Joab went to the king and said, What have you done? Behold, Abner came to you. Why is it that you have sent him away, so that he is gone? 25You know that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you and to know oyour going out and your coming in, and to know all that you are doing.

Joab Murders Abner

 26When Joab came out from Davids presence, he sent messengers after Abner, and they brought him back from the cistern of Sirah. But David did not know about it. 27And when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the midst of the gate to speak with him privately, pand there he struck him qin the stomach, so that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 28Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, I and my kingdom are forever guiltless before the LORD for the blood of Abner the son of Ner. 29rMay it fall upon the head of Joab and upon all his fathers house, and may the house of Joab never be without sone who has a discharge or who is tleprous or who holds a spindle or who falls by the sword or who lacks bread! 30So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner, because uhe had put their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon.

David Mourns Abner

 31Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, vTear your clothes and wput on sackcloth and mourn before Abner. And King David followed the bier. 32They buried Abner at Hebron. And the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept. 33And the king xlamented for Abner, saying,

 yShould Abner die zas a fool dies?

34 Your hands were not bound;

your feet were not fettered;

as one falls before the wicked

you have fallen.

And all the people wept again over him. 35Then all the people came ato persuade David to eat bread while it was yet day. But David swore, saying, bGod do so to me and more also, if I taste bread or anything else ctill the sun goes down! 36And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them, as everything that the king did pleased all the people. 37So all the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not been the kings will to put to death Abner the son of Ner. 38And the king said to his servants, Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel? 39And I was gentle today, though anointed king. dThese men, the sons of Zeruiah, are more severe than I. eThe LORD repay the evildoer according to his wickedness!

Ish-bosheth Murdered

 2 SAMUEL 4 When Ish-bosheth, Sauls son, heard that Abner had died at Hebron, fhis courage failed, and all Israel was dismayed. 2Now Sauls son had two men who were captains of raiding bands; the name of the one was Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon a man of Benjamin from Beeroth (gfor Beeroth also is counted part of Benjamin; 3hthe Beerothites fled ito Gittaim and have been sojourners there to this day).

 4jJonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan kcame from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.

 5Now the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out, and about the heat of the day they came to the house of Ish-bosheth as he was taking his noonday rest. 6And they came into the midst of the house as if to get wheat, and they stabbed him lin the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.[1] 7When they came into the house, as he lay on his bed in his bedroom, they struck him and put him to death and beheaded him. They took his head and went by the way of mthe Arabah all night, 8and brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron. And they said to the king, Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, nwho sought your life. The LORD has avenged my lord the king this day on Saul and on his offspring. 9But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, oAs the LORD lives, pwho has redeemed my life out of every adversity, 10qwhen one told me, Behold, Saul is dead, and thought he was bringing good news, rI seized him and killed him at Ziklag, which was the reward I gave him for his news. 11How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own house on his bed, shall I not now srequire his blood at your hand and destroy you from the earth? 12And David commanded his young men, and they killed them and cut off their hands and feet and hanged them beside the pool at Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and buried it tin the tomb of Abner at Hebron.

David Anointed King of Israel

 2 SAMUEL 5 Then all the tribes of Israel ucame to David at Hebron and said, Behold, vwe are your bone and flesh. 2In times past, when Saul was king over us, wit was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the LORD said to you, xYou shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince[1] over Israel. 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, yand King David made a covenant with them at Hebron zbefore the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and ahe reigned forty years. 5aAt Hebron he reigned over Judah bseven years and six months, and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.[2]

 6cAnd the king and his men went to Jerusalem dagainst the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who said to David, You will not come in here, but the blind and the lame will ward you offthinking, David cannot come in here. 7Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, ethat is, the city of David. 8And David said on that day, Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack the lame and the blind, who are hated by Davids soul. Therefore it is said, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house. 9And David lived in the stronghold and called it ethe city of David. And David built the city all around from the fMillo inward. 10And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him.

 11gAnd hHiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, also carpenters and masons who built David a house. 12And David knew that the LORD had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.

 13And David took more iconcubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he came from Hebron, and more sons and daughters were born to David. 14jAnd these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

David Defeats the Philistines

 17When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. But David heard of it and went down kto the stronghold. 18Now the Philistines had come and spread out in lthe Valley of Rephaim. 19And David minquired of the LORD, Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will you give them into my hand? And the LORD said to David, Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into your hand. 20And David came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said, The LORD has broken through my enemies before me like a breaking flood. nTherefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim.[3] 21And the Philistines left their idols there, and David and his men carried them away.

 22And the Philistines came up yet again oand spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23pAnd when David inquired of the LORD, he said, You shall not go up; go around to their rear, and come against them opposite the balsam trees. 24And qwhen you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then rouse yourself, rfor then the LORD has gone out before you to strike down the army of the Philistines. 25And David did as the LORD commanded him, and struck down the Philistines from Geba sto Gezer.

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

 2 SAMUEL 6 tDavid again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from uBaale-judah vto bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts wwho sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3And they carried the ark of God xon a new cart and brought it yout of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio,[1] the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart,[2] 4with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark.

Uzzah and the Ark

 5And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the LORD, with zsongs[3] and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 6And when they came to the threshing floor of aNacon, Uzzah bput out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, and cGod struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God. 8And David was angry because the LORD had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah[4] to this day. 9And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and he said, How can the ark of the LORD come to me? 10So David was not willing to take the ark of the LORD into the city of David. But David took it aside dto the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months, eand the LORD blessed Obed-edom and all his household.

 12And it was told King David, The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God. fSo David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom gto the city of David with rejoicing. 13And when hthose who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six steps, ihe sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14And David jdanced before the LORD with all his might. And David was kwearing a linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn.

David and Michal

 16As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, and she despised him in her heart. 17And they brought in the ark of the LORD and set it lin its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for it. mAnd David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 18And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, nhe blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts 19and distributed among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, a cake of bread, a portion of meat,[5] and a cake of raisins to each one. oThen all the people departed, each to his house.

 20And David returned to bless his household. But Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said, How the king of Israel honored himself today, puncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants female servants, as one of the qvulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself! 21And David said to Michal, It was before the LORD, rwho chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me as prince[6] over Israel, the people of the LORDand I will celebrate before the LORD. 22I will make myself yet more contemptible than this, and I will be abased in your[7] eyes. But by the female servants of whom you have spoken, by them I shall be held in honor. 23And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death.

The Lords Covenant with David

 2 SAMUEL 7 sNow when the king lived in his house and the LORD thad given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to uNathan the prophet, See now, I dwell vin a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells win a tent. 3And Nathan said to the king, xGo, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5Go and tell my servant David, Thus says the LORD: yWould you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house zsince the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about ain a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where bI have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with cany of the judges[1] of Israel, whom I commanded dto shepherd my people Israel, saying, Why have you not built me a house of cedar? 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, Thus says the LORD of hosts, eI took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince[2] over my people Israel. 9fAnd I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel gand will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place hand be disturbed no more. iAnd violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11jfrom the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And kI will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that lthe LORD will make you a house. 12mWhen your days are fulfilled and nyou lie down with your fathers, oI will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13pHe shall build a house for my name, and qI will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14rI will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, sI will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15sbut my steadfast love will not depart from him, tas I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16uAnd your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.[3] uYour throne shall be established forever. 17In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Davids Prayer of Gratitude

 18Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, vWho am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 19And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. wYou have spoken also of your servants house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord GOD! 20And what more can David say to you? xFor you know your servant, O Lord GOD! 21Because of your promise, and according to your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness, to make your servant know it. 22yTherefore you are great, O LORD God. zFor there is none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 23aAnd who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name band doing for them[4] great and awesome things by driving out[5] before your people, whom cyou redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a nation and its gods? 24dAnd you established for yourself your people Israel to be your people forever. And you, O LORD, became their God. 25And now, O LORD God, confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and concerning his house, and do as you have spoken. 26And your name will be magnified forever, saying, The LORD of hosts is God over Israel, and the house of your servant David will be established before you. 27For you, O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, I will build you a house. Therefore your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you. 28And now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and eyour words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your servant. 29Now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue forever before you. For you, O Lord GOD, have spoken, fand with your blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.

Davids Victories

 2 SAMUEL 8 gAfter this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and David took hMetheg-ammah out of the hand of the Philistines.

 2iAnd he defeated Moab and he measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground. Two lines he measured to be put to death, and one full line to be spared. And the Moabites jbecame servants to David and kbrought tribute.

 3David also defeated lHadadezer the son of Rehob, king of mZobah, as he went to restore his power at the river Euphrates. 4nAnd David took from him 1,700 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers. And David ohamstrung all the chariot horses but left enough for 100 chariots. 5pAnd when the qSyrians of Damascus came to help lHadadezer king of mZobah, David struck down 22,000 men of the Syrians. 6Then David put garrisons in Aram of Damascus, and the Syrians rbecame servants to David and brought tribute. sAnd the LORD gave victory to David wherever he went. 7And David took tthe shields of gold that were carried by the servants of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem. 8And from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took very much bronze.

 9When Toi king of uHamath heard that David had defeated the whole army of Hadadezer, 10Toi sent his son Joram to King David, to ask about his health and to bless him because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him, for Hadadezer had often been at war with Toi. And Joram brought with him articles of silver, of gold, and of bronze. 11vThese also King David dedicated to the LORD, together with the silver and gold that he dedicated from all the nations he subdued, 12from Edom, wMoab, xthe Ammonites, ythe Philistines, zAmalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of mZobah.

 13And David made a name for himself when he returned from striking down 18,000 Edomites in athe Valley of Salt. 14Then he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, band all the Edomites became Davids servants. And the LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.

Davids Officials

 15So David reigned over all Israel. And David administered justice and equity to all his people. 16cJoab the son of Zeruiah was over the army, and dJehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder, 17and eZadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were priests, and fSeraiah was secretary, 18and gBenaiah the son of Jehoiada was over[1] the hCherethites and the Pelethites, and Davids sons were priests.

Davids Kindness to Mephibosheth

 2 SAMUEL 9 And David said, Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may ishow him kindness for Jonathans sake? 2Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was jZiba, and they called him to David. And the king said to him, Are you Ziba? And he said, I am your servant. 3And the king said, Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show kthe kindness of God to him? Ziba said to the king, There is still a son of lJonathan; he is crippled in his feet. 4The king said to him, Where is he? And Ziba said to the king, He is in the house of mMachir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. 5Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. 6And nMephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said, Mephibosheth! And he answered, Behold, I am your servant. 7And David said to him, Do not fear, ifor I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and oyou shall eat at my table always. 8And he paid homage and said, What is your servant, that you should show regard for pa dead dog such as I?

 9Then the king called Ziba, Sauls servant, and said to him, All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your masters grandson. 10And you and your sons and your servants shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that your masters grandson may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your masters grandson oshall always eat at my table. Now Ziba had qfifteen sons and twenty servants. 11Then Ziba said to the king, According to all that my lord the king commands his servant, so will your servant do. So Mephibosheth oate at Davids[1] table, like one of the kings sons. 12And Mephibosheth had a young son, rwhose name was Mica. And all who lived in Zibas house became Mephibosheths servants. 13So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for ohe ate always at the kings table. Now lhe was lame in both his feet.

David Defeats Ammon and Syria

 2 SAMUEL 10 sAfter this the king of the Ammonites died, and Hanun his son reigned in his place. 2And David said, I will deal loyally[1] with Hanun the son of tNahash, as his father dealt loyally with me. So David sent by his servants to console him concerning his father. And Davids servants came into the land of the Ammonites. 3But the princes of the Ammonites said to Hanun their lord, Do you think, because David has sent comforters to you, that he is honoring your father? Has not David sent his servants to you to search the city and to spy it out and to overthrow it? 4So Hanun took Davids servants and shaved off half the beard of each and cut off their garments in the middle, uat their hips, and sent them away. 5When it was told David, he sent to meet them, for the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, Remain at Jericho until your beards have grown and then return.

 6When the Ammonites saw that they had become a stench to David, the Ammonites sent and hired the Syrians of vBeth-rehob, and wthe Syrians of Zobah, 20,000 foot soldiers, and the king of xMaacah with 1,000 men, and the men of yTob, 12,000 men. 7And when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the host of zthe mighty men. 8And the Ammonites came out and drew up in battle array at the entrance of the gate, and wthe Syrians of Zobah and of Rehob and ythe men of Tob and Maacah were by themselves in the open country.

 9When Joab saw that the battle was set against him both in front and in the rear, he chose some of the best men of Israel and arrayed them against the Syrians. 10The rest of his men he put in the charge of Abishai his brother, and he arrayed them against the Ammonites. 11And he said, If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me, but if the Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will come and help you. 12aBe of good courage, and blet us be courageous for our people, and for the cities of our God, and cmay the LORD do what seems good to him. 13So Joab and the people who were with him drew near to battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him. 14And when the Ammonites saw that the Syrians fled, they likewise fled before Abishai and entered the city. Then Joab returned from fighting against the Ammonites and came to Jerusalem.

 15But when the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they gathered themselves together. 16And Hadadezer sent and brought out the Syrians who were beyond dthe Euphrates.[2] They came to Helam, with eShobach the commander of the army of Hadadezer at their head. 17And when it was told David, he gathered all Israel together and crossed the Jordan and came to Helam. The Syrians arrayed themselves against David and fought with him. 18And the Syrians fled before Israel, and David killed of the Syrians the men of 700 chariots, and 40,000 horsemen, and wounded fShobach the commander of their army, so that he died there. 19And when all the kings who were servants of Hadadezer saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel gand became subject to them. So the Syrians were afraid to save the Ammonites anymore.

David and Bathsheba

 2 SAMUEL 11 hiIn the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged jRabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

 2It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on kthe roof of the kings house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, Is not this lBathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of mUriah the Hittite? 4So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (nNow she had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, I am pregnant.

 6So David sent word to Joab, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, Go down to your house and owash your feet. And Uriah went out of the kings house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9But Uriah slept at the door of the kings house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10When they told David, Uriah did not go down to his house, David said to Uriah, Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house? 11Uriah said to David, pThe ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and qthe servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and ras your soul lives, I will not do this thing. 12Then David said to Uriah, Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back. So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, sso that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with qthe servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

 14In the morning David twrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15In the letter he wrote, Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, uthat he may be struck down, and die. 16And as Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. 18Then Joab sent and told David all the news about the fighting. 19And he instructed the messenger, When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the king, 20then, if the kings anger rises, and if he says to you, Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21vWho killed Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall? then you shall say, Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.

 22So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23The messenger said to David, The men gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. 24Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the kings servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 25David said to the messenger, Thus shall you say to Joab, Do not let this matter displease you, for the sword devours now one and now another. Strengthen your attack against the city and overthrow it. And encourage him.

 26When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. 27And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and wshe became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.

Nathan Rebukes David

 2 SAMUEL 12 And the LORD sent xNathan to David. He came to him and said to him, yThere were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms,[1] and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor mans lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him. 5Then Davids anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, zAs the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6and he shall restore the lamb afourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.

 7Nathan said to David, You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, bI anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8And I gave you your masters house and your masters wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more. 9cWhy have you despised the word of the LORD, dto do what is evil in his sight? eYou have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and fhave taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12For you did it secretly, gbut I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun. 13hDavid said to Nathan, iI have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said to David, jThe LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly kscorned the LORD,[2] the child who is born to you shall die. 15Then Nathan went to his house.

Davids Child Dies

 And the LORD afflicted the child that Uriahs wife bore to David, and he became sick. 16David therefore sought God on behalf of the child. And David lfasted and went in mand lay all night on the ground. 17And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise him from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18On the seventh day the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us. How then can we say to him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm. 19But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And David said to his servants, Is the child dead? They said, He is dead. 20Then David arose from the earth nand washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes. And he went into the house of the LORD oand worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he asked, they set food before him, and he ate. 21Then his servants said to him, What is this thing that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive; but when the child died, you arose and ate food. 22He said, While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, pWho knows whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 23But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, qbut he will not return to me.

Solomons Birth

 24Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and rshe bore a son, and he called his name sSolomon. And the LORD loved him 25and sent a message by Nathan the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah,[3] because of the LORD.

Rabbah Is Captured

 26tNow Joab ufought against vRabbah of the Ammonites and took the royal city. 27And Joab sent messengers to David and said, I have fought against Rabbah; moreover, I have taken the city of waters. 28Now then gather the rest of the people together and encamp against the city and take it, lest I take the city and it be called by my name. 29So David gathered all the people together and went to Rabbah and fought against it and took it. 30And he took the crown of their king from his head. The weight of it was a talent[4] of gold, and in it was a precious stone, and it was placed on Davids head. And he brought out the spoil of the city, a very great amount. 31And he brought out the people who were in it and set them to labor with saws and iron picks and iron axes and made them toil at[5] the brick kilns. And thus he did to all the cities of the Ammonites. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

Amnon and Tamar

 2 SAMUEL 13 Now wAbsalom, Davids son, had a beautiful sister, whose name was xTamar. And after a time Amnon, Davids son, loved her. 2And Amnon was so tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a virgin, and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her. 3But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of yShimeah, Davids brother. And Jonadab was a very crafty man. 4And he said to him, O son of the king, why are you so haggard morning after morning? Will you not tell me? Amnon said to him, I love Tamar, my brother Absaloms sister. 5Jonadab said to him, Lie down on your bed and pretend to be ill. And when your father comes to see you, say to him, Let my sister Tamar come and give me bread to eat, and prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it and eat it from her hand. 6So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. And when the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, Please let my sister Tamar come and zmake a couple of cakes in my sight, that I may eat from her hand.

 7Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, Go to your brother Amnons house and prepare food for him. 8So Tamar went to her brother Amnons house, where he was lying down. And she took dough and kneaded it and made cakes in his sight and baked the cakes. 9And she took the pan and emptied it out before him, but he refused to eat. And Amnon said, aSend out everyone from me. So everyone went out from him. 10Then Amnon said to Tamar, Bring the food into the chamber, that I may eat from your hand. And Tamar took the cakes she had made and brought them into the chamber to Amnon her brother. 11But when she brought them near him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, Come, lie with me, my sister. 12She answered him, No, my brother, do not violate[1] me, for bsuch a thing is not done in Israel; do not do this coutrageous thing. 13As for me, where could I carry my shame? And as for you, you would be as one of dthe outrageous fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king, for he will not withhold me from you. 14But he would not listen to her, and being stronger than she, he violated her and lay with her.

 15Then Amnon hated her with very great hatred, so that the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, Get up! Go! 16But she said to him, No, my brother, for this wrong in sending me away is greater than the other that you did to me.[2] But he would not listen to her. 17He called the young man who served him and said, Put this woman out of my presence and bolt the door after her. 18Now she was wearing ea long robe[3] with sleeves, for thus were the virgin daughters of the king dressed. So his servant put her out and bolted the door after her. 19And Tamar fput ashes on her head and gtore the long robe that she wore. And hshe laid her hand on her head and went away, crying aloud as she went.

 20And her brother Absalom said to her, Has Amnon your brother been with you? Now hold your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take this to heart. So Tamar lived, a desolate woman, in her brother Absaloms house. 21When King David heard of all these things, he was very angry.[4] 22But Absalom spoke to Amnon ineither good nor bad, for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had violated his sister Tamar.

Absalom Murders Amnon

 23After two full years Absalom had jsheepshearers at Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the kings sons. 24And Absalom came to the king and said, Behold, your servant has sheepshearers. Please let the king and his servants go with your servant. 25But the king said to Absalom, No, my son, let us not all go, lest we be burdensome to you. He pressed him, but he would not go but gave him his blessing. 26Then Absalom said, If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king said to him, Why should he go with you? 27But Absalom pressed him until he let Amnon and all the kings sons go with him. 28Then Absalom commanded his servants, Mark when Amnons kheart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, Strike Amnon, then kill him. Do not fear; have I not commanded you? Be courageous and be valiant. 29So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the kings sons arose, and each mounted his mule and fled.

 30While they were on the way, news came to David, Absalom has struck down all the kings sons, and not one of them is left. 31Then the king arose and ltore his garments and mlay on the earth. And all his servants who were standing by tore their garments. 32But nJonadab the son of Shimeah, Davids brother, said, Let not my lord suppose that they have killed all the young men, the kings sons, for Amnon alone is dead. For by the command of Absalom this has been determined from the day he violated his sister Tamar. 33Now therefore let not my lord the king so otake it to heart as to suppose that all the kings sons are dead, for Amnon alone is dead.

Absalom Flees to Geshur

 34pBut Absalom fled. And the young man who kept the watch lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, many people were coming from the road behind him[5] by the side of the mountain. 35And Jonadab said to the king, Behold, the kings sons have come; as your servant said, so it has come about. 36And as soon as he had finished speaking, behold, the kings sons came and lifted up their voice and wept. And the king also and all his servants wept very bitterly.

 37qBut Absalom fled and went to rTalmai the son of Ammihud, king of sGeshur. And David mourned for his son day after day. 38qSo Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three years. 39And the spirit of the king[6] longed to go out[7] to Absalom, because the was comforted about Amnon, since he was dead.

Absalom Returns to Jerusalem

 2 SAMUEL 14 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah knew uthat the kings heart went out to Absalom. 2And Joab sent to vTekoa and brought from there a wise woman and said to her, Pretend to be a mourner and put on mourning garments. wDo not anoint yourself with oil, but behave like a woman who has been mourning many days for the dead. 3Go to the king and speak thus to him. So Joab xput the words in her mouth.

 4When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, yshe fell on her face to the ground and paid homage and said, zSave me, O king. 5And the king said to her, What is your trouble? She answered, aAlas, I am a widow; my husband is dead. 6And your servant had two sons, and they quarreled with one another in the field. There was no one to separate them, and one struck the other and killed him. 7And now the whole clan has risen against your servant, and they say, Give up the man who struck his brother, that we may put him to death for the life of his brother whom he killed. And so they would bdestroy the heir also. Thus they would quench my coal that is left and leave to my husband neither name nor cremnant on the face of the earth.

 8Then the king said to the woman, Go to your house, and I will give orders concerning you. 9And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, dOn me be the guilt, my lord the king, and on my fathers house; let the king and his throne be guiltless. 10The king said, If anyone says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall never touch you again. 11Then she said, Please let the king invoke the LORD your God, that ethe avenger of blood kill no more, and my son be not destroyed. He said, fAs the LORD lives, gnot one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.

 12Then the woman said, Please let your servant speak a word to my lord the king. He said, Speak. 13And the woman said, Why then have you planned such a thing against hthe people of God? For in giving this decision the king convicts himself, inasmuch as the king does not bring ihis banished one home again. 14We must all die; we are jlike water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. But God will not take away life, and he devises means kso that the banished one will not remain an outcast. 15Now I have come to say this to my lord the king because the people have made me afraid, and your servant thought, I will speak to the king; it may be that the king will perform the request of his servant. 16For the king will hear and deliver his servant from the hand of the man who would destroy me and my son together from lthe heritage of God. 17And your servant thought, The word of my lord the king will set me at rest, for my lord the king is mlike the angel of God to discern good and evil. The LORD your God be with you!

 18Then the king answered the woman, Do not hide from me anything I ask you. And the woman said, Let my lord the king speak. 19The king said, Is the hand of Joab with you in all this? The woman answered and said, nAs surely as you live, my lord the king, one cannot turn to the right hand or to the left from anything that my lord the king has said. It was your servant Joab who commanded me; oit was he who put all these words in the mouth of your servant. 20In order to change the course of things your servant Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of mthe angel of God to know all things that are on the earth.

 21Then the king said to Joab, Behold now, I grant this; go, bring back the young man Absalom. 22And Joab fell on his face to the ground and paid homage pand blessed the king. And Joab said, Today your servant knows that I have found favor in your sight, my lord the king, in that the king has granted the request of his servant. 23So Joab arose and went to qGeshur and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 24And the king said, Let him dwell apart in his own house; he is not to come into my presence. So Absalom lived apart in his own house and did not come into the kings presence.

 25Now in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised for his handsome appearance as Absalom. rFrom the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 26And when he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; when it was heavy on him, he scut it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred shekels[1] by the kings weight. 27There were born tto Absalom three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamar. She was a beautiful woman.

 28So Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without coming into the kings presence. 29Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but Joab would not come to him. And he sent a second time, but Joab would not come. 30Then he said to his servants, See, Joabs field is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire. So Absaloms servants set the field on fire.[2] 31Then Joab arose and went to Absalom at his house and said to him, Why have your servants set my field on fire? 32Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I sent word to you, Come here, that I may send you to the king, to ask, Why have I come from qGeshur? It would be better for me to be there still. Now therefore let me go into the presence of the king, uand if there is guilt in me, let him put me to death. 33Then Joab went to the king and told him, and he summoned Absalom. So he came to the king and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king, and the king kissed Absalom.

Absaloms Conspiracy

 2 SAMUEL 15 After this Absalom vgot himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside wthe way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, From what city are you? And when he said, Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel, 3Absalom would say to him, See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you. 4Then Absalom would say, xOh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice. 5And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. 6Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

 7And at the end of four[1] years Absalom said to the king, Please let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed to the LORD, in Hebron. 8For your servant zvowed a vow awhile I lived at Geshur in Aram, saying, If the LORD will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will offer worship to[2] the LORD. 9The king said to him, bGo in peace. So he arose and went to Hebron. 10But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, Absalom is king at Hebron! 11With Absalom went two hundred men from Jerusalem cwho were invited guests, and they went in their innocence and knew nothing. 12And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for[3] dAhithophel the Gilonite, eDavids counselor, from his city fGiloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, and the people with Absalom gkept increasing.

David Flees Jerusalem

 13And a messenger came to David, saying, hThe hearts of the men of Israel have gone after Absalom. 14Then David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us iflee, or else there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Go quickly, lest he overtake us quickly and bring down ruin on us and strike the city with the edge of the sword. 15And the kings servants said to the king, Behold, your servants are ready to do whatever my lord the king decides. 16So the king went out, and all his household after him. And the king left jten concubines to keep the house. 17And the king went out, and all the people after him. And they halted at the last house.

 18And kall his servants passed by him, and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the six hundred Gittites who had followed him from lGath, passed on before the king. 19Then the king said to mIttai the Gittite, Why do you also go with us? Go back and stay with the king, for you are a foreigner and also an exile from your home. 20You came only yesterday, and shall I today make you wander about with us, since I go nI know not where? Go back and take your brothers with you, and may the LORD show[4] steadfast love and faithfulness to you. 21But Ittai answered the king, oAs the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, pwherever my lord the king shall be, whether for death or for life, there also will your servant be. 22And David said to Ittai, Go then, pass on. So Ittai the Gittite passed on with all his men and all the little ones who were with him. 23And all the land wept aloud as all the people passed by, and the king crossed qthe brook rKidron, and all the people passed on toward sthe wilderness.

 24And tAbiathar came up, and behold, uZadok came also with all the Levites, vbearing the ark of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God until the people had all passed out of the city. 25Then the king said to Zadok, Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will wbring me back and let me see both it and his xdwelling place. 26But if he says, I have no ypleasure in you, behold, here I am, zlet him do to me what seems good to him. 27The king also said to Zadok the priest, Are you not a aseer? Go back[5] to the city in peace, with byour two sons, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 28See, I will wait at cthe fords of sthe wilderness until word comes from you to inform me. 29So Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and they remained there.

 30But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went, dbarefoot and ewith his head covered. And all the people who were with him covered their heads, and they went up, fweeping as they went. 31And it was told David, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O LORD, please gturn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.

 32While David was coming to the summit, where God was worshiped, behold, Hushai hthe Archite came to meet him iwith his coat torn and idirt on his head. 33David said to him, If you go on with me, you will be ja burden to me. 34But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, kI will be your servant, O king; as I have been your fathers servant in time past, so now I will be your servant, then you will defeat for me the counsel of Ahithophel. 35Are not Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there? So whatever you hear from the kings house, ltell it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36Behold, mtheir two sons are with them there, Ahimaaz, Zadoks son, and Jonathan, Abiathars son, mand by them you shall send to me everything you hear. 37So Hushai, nDavids friend, came into the city, ojust as Absalom was entering Jerusalem.

David and Ziba

 2 SAMUEL 16 When David had passed a little beyond pthe summit, qZiba the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, bearing two hundred loaves of bread, ra hundred bunches of raisins, a hundred of summer fruits, and a skin of wine. 2And the king said to Ziba, Why have you brought these? Ziba answered, sThe donkeys are for the kings household to ride on, the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine for those who tfaint in the wilderness to drink. 3And the king said, And where is your masters son? uZiba said to the king, Behold, he remains in Jerusalem, for he said, Today the house of Israel will give me back the kingdom of my father. 4Then the king said to Ziba, Behold, all that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours. And Ziba said, I pay homage; let me ever find favor in your sight, my lord the king.

Shimei Curses David

 5When King David came to vBahurim, there came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was wShimei, the son of Gera, and as he came xhe cursed continually. 6And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David, and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. 7And Shimei said as he xcursed, Get out, get out, you man of blood, you worthless man! 8The LORD yhas avenged on you all zthe blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned, and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. See, your evil is on you, for you are a man of blood.

 9Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, Why should this adead dog bcurse my lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head. 10But the king said, cWhat have I to do with you, dyou sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has said to him, Curse David, who then shall say, Why have you done so? 11And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, Behold, emy own son seeks my life; how much more now may this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the LORD has told him to. 12It may be that the LORD will look on the wrong done to me,[1] and that the LORD will repay me with good for his cursing today. 13So David and his men went on the road, while Shimei went along on the hillside opposite him and fcursed as he went and threw stones at him and flung dust. 14And the king, and all the people who were with him, garrived weary at the Jordan.[2] And there he refreshed himself.

Absalom Enters Jerusalem

 15hNow Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with him. 16And when Hushai the Archite, hDavids friend, came to Absalom, Hushai said to Absalom, iLong live the king! Long live the king! 17And Absalom said to Hushai, Is this your loyalty to your friend? jWhy did you not go with your friend? 18And Hushai said to Absalom, No, for whom the LORD and this people and all the men of Israel have chosen, his I will be, and with him I will remain. 19And again, kwhom should I serve? Should it not be his son? As I have served your father, so I will serve you.

 20Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, Give your counsel. What shall we do? 21Ahithophel said to Absalom, Go in to lyour fathers concubines, whom he has left to keep the house, and all Israel will hear that you have made yourself a stench to your father, and mthe hands of all who are with you will be strengthened. 22So they pitched a tent for Absalom non the roof. And Absalom went in to his fathers concubines oin the sight of all Israel. 23Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the word of God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel esteemed, pboth by David and by Absalom.

Hushai Saves David

 2 SAMUEL 17 Moreover, Ahithophel said to Absalom, Let me choose twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue David tonight. 2I will come upon him while he is qweary and discouraged and throw him into a panic, and all the people who are with him will flee. rI will strike down only the king, 3and I will bring all the people back to you as a bride comes home to her husband. You seek the life of only one man,[1] and all the people will be at peace. 4And the advice seemed right in the eyes of Absalom and all the elders of Israel.

 5Then Absalom said, Call sHushai the Archite also, and let us hear what he has to say. 6And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom said to him, Thus has Ahithophel spoken; shall we do as he says? If not, you speak. 7Then Hushai said to Absalom, This time the counsel that Ahithophel has given is not good. 8Hushai said, You know that your father and his men are mighty men, and that they are enraged,[2] tlike a bear robbed of her cubs in the field. Besides, your father is expert in war; he will not spend the night with the people. 9Behold, even now he has hidden himself in one of the pits or in some other place. And as soon as some of the people fall[3] at the first attack, whoever hears it will say, There has been a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom. 10Then even the valiant man, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will utterly umelt with fear, for all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man, and that those who are with him are valiant men. 11But my counsel is that all Israel be gathered to you, vfrom Dan to Beersheba, was the sand by the sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in person. 12So we shall come upon him in some place where he is to be found, and we shall light upon him as the dew falls on the ground, and of him and all the men with him not one will be left. 13If he withdraws into a city, then all Israel will bring ropes to that city, and we shall drag it into the valley, until not even a pebble is to be found there. 14And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel. xFor the LORD had ordained[4] to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the LORD might bring harm upon Absalom.

 15yThen Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, Thus and so did Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel, and thus and so have I counseled. 16Now therefore send quickly and tell David, Do not stay tonight at zthe fords of the wilderness, but by all means pass over, lest the king and all the people who are with him be aswallowed up. 17Now bJonathan and Ahimaaz were waiting at cEn-rogel. A female servant was to go and tell them, and they were to go and tell King David, for they were not to be seen entering the city. 18But a young man saw them and told Absalom. So both of them went away quickly and came to the house of a man at dBahurim, who had a well in his courtyard. And they went down into it. 19eAnd the woman took and spread a covering over the wells mouth and scattered grain on it, and nothing was known of it. 20When Absaloms servants came to the woman at the house, they said, Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And the woman said to them, They have gone over the brook[5] of water. And when they had sought and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.

 21After they had gone, the men came up out of the well, and went and told King David. They said to David, fArise, and go quickly over the water, for thus and so has Ahithophel counseled against you. 22Then David arose, and all the people who were with him, and they crossed the Jordan. By daybreak not one was left who had not crossed the Jordan.

 23When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey and went off home to ghis own city. He hset his house in order and ihanged himself, and he died and was buried in the tomb of his father.

 24Then David came to jMahanaim. And Absalom crossed the Jordan with all the men of Israel. 25Now Absalom had set kAmasa over the army instead of Joab. Amasa was the son of a man named Ithra the Ishmaelite,[6] who had married Abigal the daughter of lNahash, sister of Zeruiah, Joabs mother. 26And Israel and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.

 27When David came to Mahanaim, mShobi the son of Nahash from nRabbah of the Ammonites, and oMachir the son of Ammiel from Lo-debar, and pBarzillai the Gileadite from Rogelim, 28brought beds, basins, and earthen vessels, wheat, barley, flour, parched grain, beans and lentils,[7] 29honey and curds and sheep and cheese from the herd, for David and the people with him to eat, for they said, The people are hungry and qweary and thirsty rin the wilderness.

Absalom Killed

 2 SAMUEL 18 Then David mustered the men who were with him and set over them commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds. 2And David sent out the army, one third under the command of Joab, one third under the command of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joabs brother, and one third under the command of sIttai the Gittite. And the king said to the men, I myself will also go out with you. 3tBut the men said, You shall not go out. For if we flee, they will not care about us. If half of us die, they will not care about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us. Therefore it is better that you send us help from the city. 4The king said to them, Whatever seems best to you I will do. So the king stood at the side of the gate, while all the army marched out by hundreds and by thousands. 5And the king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom. uAnd all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders about Absalom.

 6So the army went out into the field against Israel, and the battle was fought in the vforest of Ephraim. 7And the men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the loss there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8The battle spread over the face of all the country, and the forest devoured more people that day than the sword.

 9And Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak,[1] wand his head caught fast in the oak, and he was suspended between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. 10And a certain man saw it and told Joab, Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an oak. 11Joab said to the man who told him, What, you saw him! Why then did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have been glad to give you ten pieces of silver and a belt. 12But the man said to Joab, Even if I felt in my hand the weight of a thousand pieces of silver, I would not reach out my hand against the kings son, for xin our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, For my sake protect the young man Absalom. 13On the other hand, if I had dealt treacherously against his life[2] (and there is nothing hidden from the king), then you yourself would have stood aloof. 14Joab said, I will not waste time like this with you. And he took three javelins in his hand and thrust them into the heart of Absalom while he was still alive in the oak. 15And ten young men, Joabs armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him and killed him.

 16Then Joab blew the trumpet, and the troops came back from pursuing Israel, for Joab restrained them. 17And they took Absalom and threw him into a great pit in the forest and raised over him ya very great heap of stones. And all Israel zfled every one to his own home. 18Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself athe pillar that is in bthe Kings Valley, for he said, cI have no son to keep my name in remembrance. He called the pillar after his own name, and it is called Absaloms monument[3] to this day.

David Hears of Absaloms Death

 19Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, dLet me run and carry news to the king that ethe LORD has delivered him from the hand of his enemies. 20And Joab said to him, You are not to carry news today. You may carry news another day, but today you shall carry no news, because the kings son is dead. 21Then Joab said to the Cushite, Go, tell the king what you have seen. The Cushite bowed before Joab, and ran. 22Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said again to Joab, Come what may, let me also run after the Cushite. And Joab said, Why will you run, my son, seeing that you will have no reward for the news? 23Come what may, he said, I will run. So he said to him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of fthe plain, and outran the Cushite.

 24Now David gwas sitting between the two gates, and hthe watchman went up to the roof of the gate by the wall, and when he lifted up his eyes and looked, he saw a man running alone. 25The watchman called out and told the king. And the king said, If he is alone, there is news in his mouth. And he drew nearer and nearer. 26The watchman saw another man running. And the watchman called to the gate and said, See, another man running alone! The king said, He also brings news. 27The watchman said, I think the running of the first is ilike the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, jHe is a good man and comes with good news.

 28Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, All is well. And he bowed before the king with his face to the earth and said, kBlessed be the LORD your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king. 29And the king said, lIs it well with the young man Absalom? Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the kings servant, your servant, I saw a great commotion, but I do not know what it was. 30And the king said, Turn aside and stand here. So he turned aside and stood still.

Davids Grief

 31And behold, the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, Good news for my lord the king! For mthe LORD has delivered you this day from the hand of all who rose up against you. 32The king said to the Cushite, lIs it well with the young man Absalom? And the Cushite answered, nMay the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up against you for evil be like that young man. 33[4] And the king was deeply moved and went up gto the chamber over the gate and wept. And as he went, he said, oO my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!

Joab Rebukes David

 2 SAMUEL 19 It was told Joab, Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom. 2So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the people, for the people heard that day, The king is grieving for his son. 3And the people stole into the city that day as people steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle. 4The king pcovered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, qO my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son! 5Then Joab came into the house to the king and said, You have today covered with shame the faces of all your servants, who have this day saved your life and the lives of your sons and your daughters and the lives of your wives and your concubines, 6because you love those who hate you and hate those who love you. For you have made it clear today that commanders and servants are nothing to you, for today I know that if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead today, then you would be pleased. 7Now therefore arise, go out and speak rkindly to your servants, for I swear by the LORD, if you do not go, not a man will stay with you this night, and this will be worse for you than all the evil that has come upon you from your youth until now. 8Then the king arose and took his sseat in the gate. And the people were all told, Behold, the king is sitting in the gate. And all the people came before the king.

David Returns to Jerusalem

 Now Israel had tfled every man to his own home. 9And all the people were arguing throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, uThe king delivered us from the hand of our enemies and vsaved us from the hand of the Philistines, and now whe has fled out of the land from Absalom. 10But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why do you say nothing about bringing the king back?

 11And King David sent this message to xZadok and Abiathar the priests: Say to the elders of Judah, Why should you be the last to bring the king back to his house, when the word of all Israel has come to the king?[1] 12You are my brothers; yyou are my bone and my flesh. Why then should you be the last to bring back the king? 13And say to Amasa, zAre you not my bone and my flesh? aGod do so to me and more also, if you are not bcommander of my army from now on in place of Joab. 14And he swayed the heart of all the men of Judah cas one man, so that they sent word to the king, Return, both you and all your servants. 15So the king came back to the Jordan, and Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king and to bring the king over the Jordan.

David Pardons His Enemies

 16And dShimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come down with the men of Judah to meet King David. 17And with him were a thousand men from Benjamin. And eZiba the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and his twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan before the king, 18and they crossed the ford to bring over the kings household and to do his pleasure. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan, 19and said to the king, fLet not my lord hold me guilty or remember how your servant gdid wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. Do not let the king take it to heart. 20For your servant knows that I have sinned. Therefore, behold, I have come this day, the first hof all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the king. 21Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because ihe cursed the LORDs anointed? 22But David said, jWhat have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should this day be as an adversary to me? kShall anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not know that I am this day king over Israel? 23lAnd the king said to Shimei, You shall not die. And the king gave him his oath.

 24And mMephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. He had neither taken care of his feet nor trimmed his beard nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came back in safety. 25And when he came to Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, nWhy did you not go with me, Mephibosheth? 26He answered, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me, for your servant said to him, I will saddle a donkey for myself,[2] that I may ride on it and go with the king. For oyour servant is lame. 27pHe has slandered your servant to my lord the king. But my lord the king is qlike the angel of God; do therefore what seems good to you. 28For all my fathers house were but men doomed to death before my lord the king, but ryou set your servant among those who eat at your table. What further right have I, then, to cry to the king? 29And the king said to him, Why speak any more of your affairs? I have decided: you and Ziba shall divide the land. 30And Mephibosheth said to the king, Oh, let him take it all, since my lord the king has come safely home.

 31Now sBarzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim, and he went on with the king to the Jordan, to escort him over the Jordan. 32Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years old. tHe had provided the king with food while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he was a very wealthy man. 33And the king said to Barzillai, Come over with me, and I will provide for you with me in Jerusalem. 34But Barzillai said to the king, uHow many years have I still to live, that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem? 35I am this day veighty years old. Can I discern what is pleasant and what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the voice of singing men and singing women? Why then should your servant be wan added burden to my lord the king? 36Your servant will go a little way over the Jordan with the king. Why should the king repay me with such a reward? 37Please let your servant return, that I may die in my own city near the grave of my father and my mother. But here is your servant xChimham. Let him go over with my lord the king, and do for him whatever seems good to you. 38And the king answered, Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do for him whatever seems good to you, and all that you desire of me I will do for you. 39Then all the people went over the Jordan, and the king went over. And ythe king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own home. 40The king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him. All the people of Judah, and also half the people of Israel, brought the king on his way.

 41Then all the men of Israel came to the king and said to the king, Why have our brothers the men of Judah stolen you away and zbrought the king and his household over the Jordan, and all Davids men with him? 42All the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, Because the king is aour close relative. Why then are you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at all at the kings expense? Or has he given us any gift? 43And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, We have bten shares in the king, and in David also we have more than you. Why then did you despise us? Were we not the first to speak of bringing back our king? cBut the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel.

The Rebellion of Sheba

 2 SAMUEL 20 Now there happened to be there da worthless man, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite. And he blew the trumpet and said,

 eWe have no portion in David,

and we have no inheritance in the son of Jesse;

fevery man to his tents, O Israel!

 2So all the men of Israel withdrew from David and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah followed their king steadfastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem.

 3And David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took gthe ten concubines whom he had left to care for the house and put them in a house under guard and provided for them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up until the day of their death, living as if in widowhood.

 4Then the king said to hAmasa, Call the men of Judah together to me within three days, and be here yourself. 5So Amasa went to summon Judah, but he delayed beyond the set time that had been appointed him. 6And David said to Abishai, Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more harm than Absalom. Take iyour lords servants and pursue him, lest he get himself to fortified cities and escape from us.[1] 7And there went out after him Joabs men and the jCherethites and the Pelethites, and all the mighty men. They went out from Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 8When they were at the great stone that is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. Now Joab was wearing a soldiers garment, and over it was a belt with a sword in its sheath fastened on his thigh, and as he went forward it fell out. 9And Joab said to Amasa, Is it well with you, my brother? And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand kto kiss him. 10But Amasa did not observe the sword that was in Joabs hand. lSo Joab struck him with it min the stomach and spilled his entrails to the ground without striking a second blow, and he died.

Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri. 11And one of Joabs young men took his stand by Amasa and said, Whoever favors Joab, and whoever is for David, let him follow Joab. 12And Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in the highway. And anyone who came by, seeing him, stopped. And when the man saw that all the people stopped, he carried Amasa out of the highway into the field and threw a garment over him. 13When he was taken out of the highway, all the people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

 14And Sheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to nAbel of nBeth-maacah,[2] and all othe Bichrites[3] assembled and followed him in. 15And all the men who were with Joab came and besieged him in nAbel of Beth-maacah. pThey cast up a mound against the city, and it stood against the rampart, and they were battering the wall to throw it down. 16Then a wise woman called from the city, Listen! Listen! Tell Joab, Come here, that I may speak to you. 17And he came near her, and the woman said, Are you Joab? He answered, I am. Then she said to him, Listen to the words of your servant. And he answered, I am listening. 18Then she said, They used to say in former times, Let them but ask counsel at nAbel, and so they settled a matter. 19I am one of those who are peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city that is a mother in Israel. Why will you qswallow up rthe heritage of the LORD? 20Joab answered, Far be it from me, far be it, that I should qswallow up or destroy! 21That is not true. But a man of sthe hill country of Ephraim, called Sheba the son of Bichri, has lifted up his hand against King David. Give up him alone, and I will withdraw from the city. And the woman said to Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to you over the wall. 22Then the woman went to all the people tin her wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it out to Joab. So he blew the trumpet, and they dispersed from the city, uevery man to his home. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.

 23vNow Joab was in command of all the army of Israel; and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was in command of the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24and wAdoram was in charge of the forced labor; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the recorder; 25and Sheva was secretary; and xZadok and Abiathar were priests; 26and yIra the Jairite was also Davids priest.

David Avenges the Gibeonites

 2 SAMUEL 21 Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year. And David zsought the face of the LORD. And the LORD said, There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his house, because he put the Gibeonites to death. 2So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now the Gibeonites were not of the people of Israel but aof the remnant of the Amorites. Although the people of Israel had sworn to spare them, Saul had sought to strike them down in his zeal for the people of Israel and Judah. 3And David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? And how shall I make atonement, that you may bless bthe heritage of the LORD? 4The Gibeonites said to him, It is not a matter of silver or gold between us and Saul or his house; neither is it for us to put any man to death in Israel. And he said, What do you say that I shall do for you? 5They said to the king, The man who consumed us and planned to destroy us, so that we should have no place in all the territory of Israel, 6let seven of his sons be given to us, so that we may hang them before the LORD at cGibeah of Saul, dthe chosen of the LORD. And the king said, I will give them.

 7But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Sauls son Jonathan, because of ethe oath of the LORD that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 8The king took the two sons of fRizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Merab[1] the daughter of Saul, whom gshe bore to hAdriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite; 9and he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the mountain before the LORD, and the seven of them perished together. They were put to death in the first days of harvest, iat the beginning of barley harvest.

 10jThen Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on the rock, from the beginning of harvest until rain fell upon them from the heavens. And she did not allow the birds of the air to come upon them by day, or the beasts of the field by night. 11When David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done, 12David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of his son Jonathan from the men of Jabesh-gilead, kwho had stolen them from the public square of lBeth-shan, where the Philistines had hanged them, on the day the Philistines killed Saul on Gilboa. 13And he brought up from there the bones of Saul and the bones of his son Jonathan; and they gathered the bones of those who were hanged. 14And they buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin in mZela, in the tomb of Kish his father. And they did all that the king commanded. And after that nGod responded to the plea for the land.

War with the Philistines

 15There was war again between the Philistines and Israel, and David went down together with his servants, and they fought against the Philistines. And David grew weary. 16And Ishbi-benob, one of the descendants oof the giants, whose spear weighed three hundred shekels[2] of bronze, and who was armed with a new sword, thought to kill David. 17But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid and attacked the Philistine and killed him. Then Davids men swore to him, pYou shall no longer go out with us to battle, lest you quench qthe lamp of Israel.

 18rAfter this there was again war with the Philistines at Gob. Then sSibbecai tthe Hushathite struck down Saph, who was one of the descendants uof the giants. 19And there was again war with the Philistines at Gob, and vElhanan the son of Jaare-oregim, the Bethlehemite, struck down Goliath the Gittite, wthe shaft of whose spear was like a weavers beam.[3] 20And there was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, who had six fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number, and he also was descended xfrom the giants. 21And when yhe taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimei, Davids brother, struck him down. 22These four were descended xfrom the giants in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.

Davids Song of Deliverance

 2 SAMUEL 22 And David spoke zto the LORD the words of this song on the day when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 2aHe said,

 bThe LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,

3 cmy[1] God, my rock, din whom I take refuge,

emy shield, and fthe horn of my salvation,

gmy stronghold and hmy refuge,

my savior; you save me from violence.

4 I call upon the LORD, who is iworthy to be praised,

and I am saved from my enemies.

 5 jFor the waves of death encompassed me,

the torrents of destruction assailed me;[2]

6 kthe cords of Sheol entangled me;

the snares of death confronted me.

 7 lIn my distress I called upon the LORD;

to my God I called.

From his temple he heard my voice,

and my cry mcame to his ears.

 8 Then nthe earth reeled and rocked;

othe foundations of the heavens trembled

and quaked, because he was angry.

9 Smoke went up from his nostrils,[3]

and devouring fire from his mouth;

pglowing coals flamed forth from him.

10 qHe bowed the heavens and rcame down;

sthick darkness was under his feet.

11 He rode on a cherub and flew;

he was seen on tthe wings of the wind.

12 He made sdarkness around him uhis canopy,

thick clouds, a gathering of water.

13 Out of the brightness before him

vcoals of fire flamed forth.

14 wThe LORD thundered from heaven,

and the Most High uttered his voice.

15 And he sent out xarrows and scattered them;

lightning, and routed them.

16 Then the channels of the sea were seen;

the foundations of the world were laid bare,

at the rebuke of the LORD,

at the yblast of the breath of his nostrils.

 17 zHe sent from on high, he took me;

he drew me out of many waters.

18 He rescued me from my strong enemy,

from those who hated me,

for they were too mighty for me.

19 They confronted me in the day of my calamity,

but the LORD was my support.

20 aHe brought me out into a broad place;

he rescued me, because bhe delighted in me.

 21 The LORD cdealt with me according to my righteousness;

according to the dcleanness of my hands he rewarded me.

22 eFor I have kept the ways of the LORD

and have not wickedly departed from my God.

23 fFor all his rules were before me,

and from his statutes I did not turn aside.

24 I was gblameless before him,

and I kept myself from guilt.

25 dAnd the LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness,

according to my cleanness in his sight.

 26 hWith the merciful you show yourself merciful;

with the gblameless man you show yourself blameless;

27 with the purified you deal purely,

and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous.

28 iYou save a humble people,

jbut your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down.

29 kFor you are my lamp, O LORD,

and my God lightens my darkness.

30 For by you I can run against a troop,

and by my God I can leap over a wall.

31 This Godlhis way is perfect;

the mword of the LORD proves true;

he is na shield for all those who take refuge in him.

 32 For who is God, but the LORD?

oAnd who is a rock, except our God?

33 This God is my pstrong refuge

and has made my[4] way blameless.[5]

34 qHe made my feet like the feet of a deer

and set me secure ron the heights.

35 sHe trains my hands for war,

so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.

36 You have given me the shield of your salvation,

and your gentleness made me great.

37 tYou gave a wide place for my steps under me,

and my feet[6] did not slip;

38 I pursued my enemies and destroyed them,

and did not turn back until they were consumed.

39 I consumed them; I thrust them through, so that they did not rise;

they fell uunder my feet.

40 For you equipped me with strength for the battle;

you made vthose who rise against me sink under me.

41 You wmade my enemies turn their backs to me,[7]

those who hated me, and I destroyed them.

42 They looked, but there was none to save;

they cried to the LORD, but xhe did not answer them.

43 I beat them fine yas the dust of the earth;

I crushed them and stamped them down zlike the mire of the streets.

 44 You delivered me from strife with my people;[8]

you kept me as the head of athe nations;

bpeople whom I had not known served me.

45 Foreigners came cringing to me;

as soon as they heard of me, they obeyed me.

46 Foreigners lost heart

and came trembling[9] cout of their fortresses.

 47 The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock,

and exalted be dmy God, ethe rock of my salvation,

48 the God who gave me vengeance

and fbrought down peoples under me,

49 who brought me out from my enemies;

you exalted me above vthose who rose against me;

you delivered me from gmen of violence.

 50 hFor this I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations,

and sing praises to your name.

51 iGreat salvation he brings[10] to his king,

and shows steadfast love to jhis anointed,

to David and his offspring kforever.

The Last Words of David

 2 SAMUEL 23 Now these are the last words of David:

 The oracle of David, the son of Jesse,

the oracle of lthe man who was raised on high,

jthe anointed of the God of Jacob,

the sweet psalmist of Israel:[1]

 2 mThe Spirit of the LORD speaks by me;

his word is on my tongue.

3 The God of Israel has spoken;

nthe Rock of Israel has said to me:

When one rules justly over men,

ruling oin the fear of God,

4 he pdawns on them like the morning light,

like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning,

like rain[2] that makes grass to sprout from the earth.

 5 For does not my house stand so with God?

qFor he has made with me an everlasting covenant,

ordered in all things and secure.

For will he not cause to prosper

all my help and my desire?

6 But worthless men[3] are all like thorns that are thrown away,

for they cannot be taken with the hand;

7 but the man who touches them

arms himself with iron and the shaft of a spear,

and they are utterly consumed with fire.[4]

Davids Mighty Men

 8rThese are the names of the mighty men whom David had: sJosheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite; he was chief of the three.[5] He wielded his spear[6] against eight hundred whom he killed at one time.

 9And next to him among the three mighty men was Eleazar the son of tDodo, son of uAhohi. He was with David when they defied the Philistines who were gathered there for battle, and the men of Israel withdrew. 10He rose and struck down the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clung to the sword. And the LORD brought about a great victory that day, and the men returned after him only to strip the slain.

 11And next to him was Shammah, the son of Agee the vHararite. The Philistines gathered together at Lehi, where there was a plot of ground full of lentils, and the men fled from the Philistines. 12But he took his stand in the midst of the plot and defended it and struck down the Philistines, and the LORD worked a great victory.

 13And three of the thirty chief men went down and came about harvest time to David at the wcave of Adullam, when a band of Philistines was encamped xin the Valley of Rephaim. 14David was then yin the stronghold, and zthe garrison of the Philistines was then at Bethlehem. 15And David said longingly, Oh, that someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate! 16Then the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate and carried and brought it to David. But he would not drink of it. He poured it out to the LORD 17and said, Far be it from me, O LORD, that I should do this. Shall I drink athe blood of the men who went at the risk of their lives? Therefore he would not drink it. These things the three mighty men did.

 18Now Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the thirty.[7] And he wielded his spear against three hundred men[8] and killed them and won a name beside the three. 19He was the most renowned of the thirty[9] and became their commander, but he did not attain to bthe three.

 20And cBenaiah the son of Jehoiada was a valiant man[10] of dKabzeel, a doer of great deeds. He struck down two ariels[11] of Moab. He also went down and struck down a lion in a pit on a day when snow had fallen. 21And he struck down an Egyptian, a handsome man. The Egyptian had a spear in his hand, but Benaiah went down to him with a staff and snatched the spear out of the Egyptians hand and killed him with his own spear. 22These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and won a name beside the three mighty men. 23He was renowned among the thirty, but he did not attain to the three. And David set him over his bodyguard.

 24eAsahel the brother of Joab was one of the thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem, 25fShammah of Harod, Elika of Harod, 26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh gof Tekoa, 27Abiezer hof Anathoth, Mebunnai ithe Hushathite, 28Zalmon jthe Ahohite, Maharai kof Netophah, 29Heleb the son of Baanah kof Netophah, Ittai the son of Ribai of lGibeah of the people of Benjamin, 30Benaiah mof Pirathon, Hiddai of the brooks of nGaash, 31Abi-albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth of oBahurim, 32Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen, Jonathan, 33pShammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the Hararite, 34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai qof Maacah, rEliam the son of sAhithophel of Gilo, 35Hezro[12] tof Carmel, Paarai the Arbite, 36Igal the son of Nathan uof Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 37Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai vof Beeroth, the armor-bearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah, 38wIra the xIthrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 39yUriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.

Davids Census

 2 SAMUEL 24 zaAgain the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, bGo, number Israel and Judah. 2So the king said to Joab, the commander of the army,[1] who was with him, Go through all the tribes of Israel, cfrom Dan to Beersheba, and number the people, that I may know the number of the people. 3But Joab said to the king, dMay the LORD your God add to the people a hundred times as many as they are, while the eyes of my lord the king still see it, but why does my lord the king delight in this thing? 4But the kings word prevailed against Joab and the commanders of the army. So Joab and the commanders of the army went out from the presence of the king to number the people of Israel. 5They crossed the Jordan and began from eAroer,[2] and from the city that is in the middle of the fvalley, toward Gad and on to gJazer. 6Then they came to Gilead, and to Kadesh in the land of the Hittites;[3] and they came to Dan, and from Dan[4] they went around to hSidon, 7and came to the fortress of Tyre and to all the cities of the iHivites and iCanaanites; and they went out to the Negeb of Judah at Beersheba. 8So when they had gone through all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 9And Joab gave the sum of the numbering of the people to the king: in Israel there were 800,000 valiant men jwho drew the sword, and the men of Judah were 500,000.

The LORDs Judgment of Davids Sin

 10But kDavids heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to the LORD, lI have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for I have done mvery foolishly. 11And when David arose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to nthe prophet Gad, Davids oseer, saying, 12Go and say to David, Thus says the LORD, Three things I offer[5] you. Choose one of them, that I may do it to you. 13So Gad came to David and told him, and said to him, Shall pthree[6] years of famine come to you in your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days pestilence in your land? Now consider, and decide what answer I shall return to him who sent me. 14Then David said to Gad, I am in great distress. Let us fall into the hand of the LORD, qfor his mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of man.

 15rSo the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed time. And there died of the people from sDan to Beersheba 70,000 men. 16And when tthe angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem uto destroy it, vthe LORD relented from the calamity and said to the angel uwho was working destruction among the people, It is enough; now stay your hand. And tthe angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of wAraunah the Jebusite. 17Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was striking the people, and said, Behold, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand be against me and against my fathers house.

David Builds an Altar

 18And Gad came that day to David and said to him, Go up, raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of xAraunah the Jebusite. 19So David went up at Gads word, as the LORD commanded. 20And when Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his servants coming on toward him. And Araunah went out and paid homage to the king with his face to the ground. 21And Araunah said, Why has my lord the king come to his servant? David said, To buy the threshing floor from you, in order to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague ymay be averted from the people. 22Then Araunah said to David, Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him. Here are the oxen for the burnt offering and the zthreshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king. And Araunah said to the king, May the LORD your God aaccept you. 24But the king said to Araunah, No, but I will buy it from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing. So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels[7] of silver. 25And David built there an altar to the LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. bSo the LORD responded to the plea for the land, and the plague was averted from Israel.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 1

[1] 1:18 Septuagint; Hebrew the Bow, which may be the name of the lament's tune

[2] 1:18 Or of the upright

[3] 1:21 Septuagint firstfruits


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 2

[1] 2:16 Helkath-hazzurim means the field of sword-edges


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 3

[1] 3:12 Or where he was; Septuagint at Hebron


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 Septuagint And behold, the doorkeeper of the house had been cleaning wheat, but she grew drowsy and slept. So Rechab and Baanah his brother slipped in


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 Or leader

[2] 5:5 Dead Sea Scroll lacks verses 45

[3] 5:20 Baal-perazim means lord of bursting through


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 6

[1] 6:3 Or and his brother; also verse 4

[2] 6:3 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew the new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill

[3] 6:5 Septuagint, 1 Chronicles 13:8; Hebrew fir trees

[4] 6:8 Perez-uzzah means the breaking out against Uzzah

[5] 6:19 Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew term is uncertain

[6] 6:21 Or leader

[7] 6:22 Septuagint; Hebrew my


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 7

[1] 7:7 Compare 1 Chronicles 17:6; Hebrew tribes

[2] 7:8 Or leader

[3] 7:16 Septuagint; Hebrew you

[4] 7:23 With a few Targums, Vulgate, Syriac; Hebrew you

[5] 7:23 Septuagint (compare 1 Chronicles 17:21); Hebrew for your land


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 8

[1] 8:18 Compare 20:23, 1 Chronicles 18:17, Syriac, Targum, Vulgate; Hebrew lacks was over


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 9

[1] 9:11 Septuagint; Hebrew my


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 10

[1] 10:2 Or kindly; twice in this verse

[2] 10:16 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 12

[1] 12:3 Hebrew bosom; also verse 8

[2] 12:14 Masoretic Text the enemies of the LORD; Dead Sea Scroll the word of the LORD

[3] 12:25 Jedidiah means beloved of the LORD

[4] 12:30 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[5] 12:31 Hebrew pass through


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 13

[1] 13:12 Or humiliate; also verses 14, 22, 32

[2] 13:16 Compare Septuagint, Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 13:18 Or a robe of many colors (compare Genesis 37:3); also verse 19

[4] 13:21 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint add But he would not punish his son Amnon, because he loved him, since he was his firstborn

[5] 13:34 Septuagint the Horonaim Road

[6] 13:39 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Hebrew David

[7] 13:39 Compare Vulgate ceased to go out


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 14

[1] 14:26 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[2] 14:30 Septuagint, Dead Sea Scroll add So Joab's servants came to him with their clothes torn, and they said to him, The servants of Absalom have set your field on fire.


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 15

[1] 15:7 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew forty

[2] 15:8 Or will serve

[3] 15:12 Or sent

[4] 15:20 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks may the LORD show

[5] 15:27 Septuagint The king also said to Zadok the priest, Look, go back


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 16

[1] 16:12 Septuagint, Vulgate will look upon my affliction

[2] 16:14 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks at the Jordan


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 17

[1] 17:3 Septuagint; Hebrew back to you. Like the return of the whole is the man whom you seek

[2] 17:8 Hebrew bitter of soul

[3] 17:9 Or And as he falls on them

[4] 17:14 Hebrew commanded

[5] 17:20 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[6] 17:25 Compare 1 Chronicles 2:17; Hebrew Israelite

[7] 17:28 Hebrew adds and parched grain


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 18

[1] 18:9 Or terebinth; also verses 10, 14

[2] 18:13 Or at the risk of my life

[3] 18:18 Or Absalom's hand

[4] 18:33 Ch 19:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 19

[1] 19:11 Septuagint; Hebrew to the king, to his house

[2] 19:26 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate Saddle a donkey for me


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 20

[1] 20:6 Hebrew and snatch away our eyes

[2] 20:14 Compare 20:15; Hebrew and Beth-maacah

[3] 20:14 Hebrew Berites


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 21

[1] 21:8 Two Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts Michal

[2] 21:16 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 21:19 Contrast 1 Chronicles 20:5, which may preserve the original reading


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 22

[1] 22:3 Septuagint (compare Psalm 18:2); Hebrew lacks my

[2] 22:5 Or terrified me

[3] 22:9 Or in his wrath

[4] 22:33 Or his; also verse 34

[5] 22:33 Compare Psalm 18:32; Hebrew he has blamelessly set my way free, or he has made my way spring up blamelessly

[6] 22:37 Hebrew ankles

[7] 22:41 Or You gave me my enemies' necks

[8] 22:44 Septuagint with the peoples

[9] 22:46 Compare Psalm 18:45; Hebrew equipped themselves

[10] 22:51 Or He is a tower of salvation


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 23

[1] 23:1 Or the favorite of the songs of Israel

[2] 23:4 Hebrew from rain

[3] 23:6 Hebrew worthlessness

[4] 23:7 Hebrew consumed with fire in the sitting

[5] 23:8 Or of the captains

[6] 23:8 Compare 1 Chronicles 11:11; the meaning of the Hebrew expression is uncertain

[7] 23:18 Two Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts three

[8] 23:18 Or slain ones

[9] 23:19 Compare 1 Chronicles 11:25; Hebrew Was he the most renowned of the three?

[10] 23:20 Or the son of Ishhai

[11] 23:20 The meaning of the word ariel is unknown

[12] 23:35 Or Hezrai


Footnotes for 2 Samuel, Chapter 24

[1] 24:2 Septuagint to Joab and the commanders of the army

[2] 24:5 Septuagint; Hebrew encamped in Aroer

[3] 24:6 Septuagint; Hebrew to the land of Tahtim-hodshi

[4] 24:6 Septuagint; Hebrew they came to Dan-jaan and

[5] 24:12 Or hold over

[6] 24:13 Compare 1 Chronicles 21:12, Septuagint; Hebrew seven

[7] 24:24 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams
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1 Kings

David in His Old Age

 1 KINGS 1 Now King David was old and advanced in years. And although they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. 2Therefore his servants said to him, Let a young woman be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait on the king and be in his service. Let her lie in your arms,[1] that my lord the king may be warm. 3So they sought for a beautiful young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the aShunammite, and brought her to the king. 4The young woman was very beautiful, and she was of service to the king and attended to him, but the king knew her not.

Adonijah Sets Himself Up as King

 5Now bAdonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king. cAnd he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, Why have you done thus and so? He was also a very handsome man, dand he was born next after Absalom. 7He conferred with eJoab the son of Zeruiah and with fAbiathar the priest. And they followed Adonijah and helped him. 8But fZadok the priest and gBenaiah the son of Jehoiada and hNathan the prophet and iShimei and Rei and jDavids mighty men were not with Adonijah.

 9Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fattened cattle by the Serpents Stone, which is beside kEn-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the kings sons, and all the royal officials of Judah, 10but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or Benaiah or the mighty men or lSolomon his brother.

Nathan and Bathsheba Before David

 11Then Nathan said to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, Have you not heard that bAdonijah the son of Haggith has become king and David our lord does not know it? 12Now therefore come, let me give you advice, that you may save your own life and the life of your son Solomon. 13Go in at once to King David, and say to him, Did you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, saying, mSolomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne? Why then is Adonijah king? 14Then while you are still speaking with the king, I also will come in after you and confirm[2] your words.

 15So Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber (now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was attending to the king). 16Bathsheba bowed and paid homage to the king, and the king said, What do you desire? 17She said to him, My lord, you swore to your servant by the LORD your God, saying, mSolomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne. 18And now, behold, Adonijah is king, although you, my lord the king, do not know it. 19nHe has sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the king, fAbiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army, but lSolomon your servant he has not invited. 20And now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king osleeps with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be counted offenders.

 22While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 23And they told the king, Here is Nathan the prophet. And when he came in before the king, he bowed before the king, with his face to the ground. 24And Nathan said, My lord the king, have you said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne? 25For he has gone down this day and nhas sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the kings sons, the commanders[3] of the army, and Abiathar the priest. And behold, they are eating and drinking before him, and saying, pLong live King Adonijah! 26qBut me, your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he has not invited. 27Has this thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have not told your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?

Solomon Anointed King

 28Then King David answered, Call Bathsheba to me. So she came into the kings presence and stood before the king. 29And the king swore, saying, rAs the LORD lives, who has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, 30sas I swore to you by the LORD, the God of Israel, saying, Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place, even so will I do this day. 31Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground and paid homage to the king and said, tMay my lord King David live forever!

 32King David said, Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. So they came before the king. 33And the king said to them, Take with you uthe servants of your lord and have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and bring him down to vGihon. 34And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet there wanoint him king over Israel. xThen blow the trumpet and say, yLong live King Solomon! 35You shall then come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne, for he shall be king in my place. And I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 36And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, Amen! May the LORD, the God of my lord the king, say so. 37zAs the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may he be with Solomon, aand make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King David.

 38So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, band the Cherethites and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King Davids mule and brought him to Gihon. 39There Zadok the priest took the horn of coil from the tent and danointed Solomon. xThen they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, yLong live King Solomon! 40And all the people went up after him, playing on pipes, and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth was split by their noise.

 41Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting. And when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, What does this uproar in the city mean? 42While he was still speaking, behold, eJonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came. And Adonijah said, Come in, ffor you are a worthy man and bring good news. 43Jonathan answered Adonijah, No, for our lord King David has made Solomon king, 44and the king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the bCherethites and the Pelethites. And they had him ride on the kings mule. 45And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at vGihon, and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you have heard. 46gSolomon sits on the royal throne. 47Moreover, the kings servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saying, hMay your God make the name of Solomon more famous than yours, and make his throne greater than your throne. And the king ibowed himself on the bed. 48And the king also said, Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, jwho has granted someone[4] to sit on my throne this day, my own eyes seeing it.

 49Then all the guests of Adonijah trembled and rose, and each went his own way. 50And Adonijah feared Solomon. So he arose and went kand took hold of lthe horns of the altar. 51Then it was told Solomon, Behold, Adonijah fears King Solomon, for behold, he has laid hold of the horns of the altar, saying, Let King Solomon swear to me first that he will not put his servant to death with the sword. 52And Solomon said, If he will show himself a worthy man, mnot one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die. 53So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and paid homage to King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, Go to your house.

Davids Instructions to Solomon

 1 KINGS 2 nWhen Davids time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying, 2oI am about to go the way of all the earth. pBe strong, and show yourself a man, 3and keep the charge of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, qthat you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn, 4that the LORD may restablish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, sIf your sons pay close attention to their way, tto walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, uyou shall not lack[1] a man on the throne of Israel.

 5Moreover, you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah vdid to me, how he dealt with the two commanders of the armies of Israel, wAbner the son of Ner, xand Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed, avenging[2] in time of peace for blood that had been shed in war, and putting the blood of war[3] on the belt around his[4] waist and on the sandals on his feet. 6Act therefore yaccording to your wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to Sheol in peace. 7But deal loyally with the sons of zBarzillai the Gileadite, and let them be aamong those who eat at your table, bfor with such loyalty[5] they met me when I fled from Absalom your brother. 8And there is also with you cShimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a grievous curse on the day dwhen I went to Mahanaim. eBut when he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the LORD, saying, I will not put you to death with the sword. 9Now therefore do not hold him guiltless, ffor you are a wise man. You will know what you ought to do to him, and you shall gbring his gray head down with blood to Sheol.

The Death of David

 10hThen David slept with his fathers and was buried in ithe city of David. 11And the time that David reigned over Israel was jforty years. He reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12kSo Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.

Solomons Reign Established

 13Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, lDo you come peacefully? He said, Peacefully. 14Then he said, I have something to say to you. She said, Speak. 15He said, You know that mthe kingdom was mine, and that all Israel fully expected me to reign. However, the kingdom has turned about and become my brothers, nfor it was his from the LORD. 16And now I have one request to make of you; do not refuse me. She said to him, Speak. 17And he said, Please ask King Solomonhe will not refuse youto give me oAbishag the Shunammite as my wife. 18Bathsheba said, Very well; I will speak for you to the king.

 19So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him on behalf of Adonijah. And the king rose to meet her and bowed down to her. Then he sat on his throne and had a seat brought for the kings mother, pand she sat on his right. 20Then she said, I have one small request to make of you; do not refuse me. And the king said to her, Make your request, my mother, for I will not refuse you. 21She said, Let oAbishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as his wife. 22King Solomon answered his mother, And why do you ask oAbishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also, qfor he is my older brother, and on his side rare Abiathar[6] the priest and Joab the son of Zeruiah. 23Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, sGod do so to me and more also if this word does not cost Adonijah his life! 24Now therefore tas the LORD lives, who has established me and placed me on the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house, uas he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today. 25So King Solomon sent vBenaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he struck him down, and he died.

 26And to Abiathar the priest the king said, Go to wAnathoth, to your estate, for you deserve death. But I will not at this time put you to death, xbecause you carried the ark of the Lord GOD before David my father, yand because you shared in all my fathers affliction. 27zSo Solomon expelled Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, thus fulfilling athe word of the LORD that he had spoken concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.

 28When the news came to Joabfor Joab bhad supported Adonijah although che had not supported AbsalomJoab fled to the tent of the LORD and caught hold of the dhorns of the altar. 29And when it was told King Solomon, Joab has fled to the tent of the LORD, and behold, he is beside the altar, Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, strike him down. 30So Benaiah came to the tent of the LORD and said to him, The king commands, Come out. But he said, No, I will die here. Then Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me. 31The king replied to him, eDo as he has said, strike him down and bury him, fand thus take away from me and from my fathers house the guilt for the blood that Joab shed without cause. 32The LORD will gbring back his bloody deeds on his own head, because, without the knowledge of my father David, he attacked and killed with the sword two men hmore righteous and better than himself, iAbner the son of Ner, commander of the army of Israel, and jAmasa the son of Jether, commander of the army of Judah. 33gSo shall their blood come back on the head of Joab and on the head of his descendants forever. But for David and for his descendants and for his house and for his throne there shall be peace from the LORD forevermore. 34Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and struck him down and put him to death. And he was buried in his own house in the wilderness. 35kThe king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada over the army in place of Joab, and the king put lZadok the priest min the place of Abiathar.

 36Then the king sent and summoned nShimei and said to him, Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out from there to any place whatever. 37For on the day you go out and cross othe brook Kidron, know for certain that you shall die. pYour blood shall be on your own head. 38And Shimei said to the king, What you say is good; as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do. So Shimei lived in Jerusalem many days.

 39But it happened at the end of three years that two of Shimeis servants ran away to qAchish, son of Maacah, king of Gath. And when it was told Shimei, Behold, your servants are in Gath, 40Shimei arose and saddled a donkey and went to Gath to Achish to seek his servants. Shimei went and brought his servants from Gath. 41And when Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and returned, 42the king sent and summoned Shimei and said to him, Did I not make you swear by the LORD and solemnly warn you, saying, Know for certain that on the day you go out and go to any place whatever, you shall die? And you said to me, What you say is good; I will obey. 43Why then have you not kept your oath to the LORD and the commandment with which I commanded you? 44The king also said to Shimei, You know in your own heart rall the harm that you did to David my father. So the LORD will sbring back your harm on your own head. 45But King Solomon shall be blessed, tand the throne of David shall be established before the LORD forever. 46Then the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he went out and struck him down, and he died.

uSo the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.

Solomons Prayer for Wisdom

 1 KINGS 3 vSolomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took Pharaohs daughter and brought her into wthe city of David until he had finished xbuilding his own house yand the house of the LORD zand the wall around Jerusalem. 2aThe people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no house had yet been built for the name of the LORD.

 3Solomon bloved the LORD, cwalking in the statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and made offerings at the high places. 4And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, dfor that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5eAt Gibeon fthe LORD appeared to Solomon gin a dream by night, and God said, Ask what I shall give you. 6And Solomon said, You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because hhe walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and ihave given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, jyou have made your servant king in place of David my father, kalthough I am but a little child. I do not know lhow to go out or come in. 8mAnd your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, ntoo many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9oGive your servant therefore an understanding mind pto govern your people, that I may qdiscern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, rI now do according to your word. Behold, sI give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13tI give you also what you have not asked, uboth riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, vas your father David walked, then wI will lengthen your days.

 15And Solomon xawoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

Solomons Wisdom

 16Then two prostitutes came to the king yand stood before him. 17The one woman said, Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I gave birth to a child while she was in the house. 18Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. And we were alone. There was no one else with us in the house; only we two were in the house. 19And this womans son died in the night, because she lay on him. 20And she arose at midnight and took my son from beside me, while your servant slept, and laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my breast. 21When I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, he was dead. But when I looked at him closely in the morning, behold, he was not the child that I had borne. 22But the other woman said, No, the living child is mine, and the dead child is yours. The first said, No, the dead child is yours, and the living child is mine. Thus they spoke before the king.

 23Then the king said, The one says, This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead; and the other says, No; but your son is dead, and my son is the living one. 24And the king said, Bring me a sword. So a sword was brought before the king. 25And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other. 26Then the woman whose son was alive said to the king, because zher heart yearned for her son, Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means put him to death. But the other said, He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him. 27Then the king answered and said, Give the living child to the first woman, and by no means put him to death; she is his mother. 28And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered, and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that athe wisdom of God was in him to do justice.

Solomons Officials

 1 KINGS 4 King Solomon was king over all Israel, 2and these were his high officials: Azariah the son of Zadok was bthe priest; 3Elihoreph and Ahijah the sons of Shisha were secretaries; cJehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; 4dBenaiah the son of Jehoiada was in command of the army; eZadok and Abiathar were priests; 5Azariah the son of Nathan was over fthe officers; Zabud the son of Nathan was priest and gkings friend; 6Ahishar was in charge of the palace; and hAdoniram the son of Abda was in charge of ithe forced labor.

 7Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, who provided food for the king and his household. Each man had to make provision for one month in the year. 8These were their names: Ben-hur, in jthe hill country of Ephraim; 9Ben-deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-shemesh, and Elonbeth-hanan; 10Ben-hesed, in Arubboth (to him belonged Socoh and all the land of Hepher); 11Ben-abinadab, in all kNaphath-dor (he had Taphath the daughter of Solomon as his wife); 12Baana the son of Ahilud, in lTaanach, Megiddo, and all lBeth-shean that is beside Zarethan below Jezreel, and from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, as far as the other side of Jokmeam; 13Ben-geber, min Ramoth-gilead (he had nthe villages of Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and he had othe region of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great cities with walls and bronze bars); 14Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he had taken Basemath the daughter of Solomon as his wife); 16Baana the son of Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth; 17Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar; 18pShimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin; 19Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, qthe country of Sihon king of the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan. And there was one governor who was over the land.

Solomons Wealth and Wisdom

 20Judah and Israel were as many ras the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and were happy. 21[1] sSolomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the tEuphrates[2] to the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. uThey brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life.

 22Solomons provision for one day was thirty cors[3] of fine flour and sixty cors of meal, 23ten fat oxen, and twenty pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl. 24For he had dominion over all the region west of the Euphrates[4] from Tiphsah to vGaza, over all the kings west of the Euphrates. wAnd he had peace on all sides around him. 25And Judah and Israel xlived in safety, yfrom Dan even to Beersheba, zevery man under his vine and under his fig tree, all the days of Solomon. 26aSolomon also had 40,000[5] stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 horsemen. 27And those officers supplied provisions for King Solomon, and for all who came to King Solomons table, each one in his month. They let nothing be lacking. 28Barley also and straw for the horses and bswift steeds they brought to the place where it was required, each according to his duty.

 29cAnd God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth of mind dlike the sand on the seashore, 30so that Solomons wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all ethe people of the east fand all the wisdom of Egypt. 31For he was cwiser than all other men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol, and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. 32gHe also spoke 3,000 proverbs, hand his songs were 1,005. 33He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall. He spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of reptiles, and of fish. 34And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from iall the kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom.

Preparations for Building the Temple

 1 KINGS 5 [1] Now jHiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father, kfor Hiram always loved David. 2And Solomon sent word to Hiram, 3lYou know that David my father could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God mbecause of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the LORD put them under the soles of his feet. 4nBut now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune. 5And so I intend to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, oas the LORD said to David my father, Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for my name. 6Now therefore command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants will join your servants, and I will pay you for your servants such wages as you set, for you know that there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.

 7As soon as Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and said, Blessed be the LORD this day, who has given to David a wise son to be over this great people. 8And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have heard the message that you have sent to me. I am ready to do all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress timber. 9My servants shall bring it down to the sea from Lebanon, and I will make it into rafts to go by sea to the place you direct. And I will have them broken up there, and you shall receive it. And you shall meet my wishes pby providing food for my household. 10So Hiram supplied Solomon with all the timber of cedar and cypress that he desired, 11while Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 cors[2] of wheat as food for his household, and 20,000[3] cors of beaten oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. 12And the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, qas he promised him. And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty.

 13King Solomon drafted rforced labor out of all Israel, and the draft numbered 30,000 men. 14And he sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month in shifts. They would be a month in Lebanon and two months at home. sAdoniram was in charge of the draft. 15Solomon also thad 70,000 burden-bearers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hill country, 16besides Solomons 3,300 uchief officers who were over the work, vwho had charge of the people who carried on the work. 17At the kings command wthey quarried out great, costly stones in order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones. 18So Solomons builders and Hirams builders and xthe men of Gebal did the cutting and prepared the timber and the stone to build the house.

Solomon Builds the Temple

 1 KINGS 6 yIn the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomons reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, zhe began to build the house of the LORD. 2aThe house that King Solomon built for the LORD was sixty cubits[1] long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 3The vestibule in front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits long, equal to the width of the house, and ten cubits deep in front of the house. 4And bhe made for the house windows with recessed frames.[2] 5cHe also built a structure[3] against the wall of the house, running around the walls of the house, both the nave and dthe inner sanctuary. And he made eside chambers all around. 6The lowest story[4] was five cubits broad, the middle one was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad. For around the outside of the house he made offsets on the wall in order that the supporting beams should not be inserted into the walls of the house.

 7When the house was built, fit was with stone prepared at the quarry, so that neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the house while it was being built.

 8The entrance for the lowest[5] story was on the south side of the house, and one went up by stairs to the middle story, and from the middle story to the third. 9gSo he built the house and finished it, and he made the ceiling of the house of beams and planks of cedar. 10He built the structure against the whole house, five cubits high, and it was joined to the house with timbers of cedar.

 11Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon, 12Concerning this house that you are building, hif you will walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep all my commandments and walk in them, then I will establish my word with you, iwhich I spoke to David your father. 13And jI will dwell among the children of Israel kand will not forsake my people Israel.

 14lSo Solomon built the house and finished it. 15He lined the walls of the house on the inside with boards of cedar. From the floor of the house to the walls of the ceiling, he covered them on the inside with wood, mand he covered the floor of the house with boards of cypress. 16nHe built twenty cubits of the rear of the house with boards of cedar from the floor to the walls, and he built this within as an inner sanctuary, as othe Most Holy Place. 17The house, that is, the nave in front of the inner sanctuary, was forty cubits long. 18The cedar within the house was carved in the form of pgourds and open flowers. All was cedar; no stone was seen. 19The inner sanctuary he prepared in the innermost part of the house, to set there the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 20The inner sanctuary[6] was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high, and he overlaid it with pure gold. He also overlaid[7] an altar of cedar. 21And Solomon overlaid the inside of the house with pure gold, and he drew chains of gold across, in front of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with gold. 22And he overlaid the whole house with gold, until all the house was finished. qAlso the whole altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary he overlaid with gold.

 23rIn the inner sanctuary she made two cherubim of olivewood, each ten cubits high. 24Five cubits was the length of one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the length of the other wing of the cherub; it was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 25The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both cherubim had the same measure and the same form. 26The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was that of the other cherub. 27He put the cherubim in the innermost part of the house. tAnd the wings of the cherubim were spread out so that a wing of one touched the one wall, and a wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; their other wings touched each other in the middle of the house. 28And he overlaid the cherubim with gold.

 29Around all the walls of the house he carved engraved figures of cherubim and palm trees and open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. 30The floor of the house he overlaid with gold in the inner and outer rooms.

 31For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; the lintel and the doorposts were five-sided.[8] 32He covered the two doors of olivewood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. He overlaid them with gold and spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.

 33So also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olivewood, in the form of a square, 34and two doors of cypress wood. uThe two leaves of the one door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding. 35On them he carved cherubim and palm trees and open flowers, and he overlaid them with gold evenly applied on the carved work. 36vHe built the inner court with three courses of cut stone and one course of cedar beams.

 37wIn the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid, in the month of Ziv. 38And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He was seven years in building it.

Solomon Builds His Palace

 1 KINGS 7 Solomon was xbuilding his own house thirteen years, and he finished his entire house.

 2He built ythe House of the Forest of Lebanon. Its length was a hundred cubits[1] and its breadth fifty cubits and its height thirty cubits, and it was built on four[2] rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams on the pillars. 3And it was covered with cedar above the chambers that were on the forty-five pillars, fifteen in each row. 4There were window frames in three rows, and window opposite window in three tiers. 5All the doorways and windows[3] had square frames, and window was opposite window in three tiers.

 6And he made zthe Hall of Pillars; its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth thirty cubits. There was a porch in front with pillars, and aa canopy in front of them.

 7And he made the Hall of the Throne where he was to pronounce judgment, even the Hall of Judgment. bIt was finished with cedar from floor to rafters.[4]

 8His own house where he was to dwell, in the other court back of the hall, was of like workmanship. Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaohs daughter cwhom he had taken in marriage.

 9All these were made of costly stones, cut according to measure, sawed with saws, back and front, even from the foundation to the coping, and from the outside to the great court. 10The foundation was of costly stones, huge stones, stones of eight and ten cubits. 11And above were costly stones, cut according to measurement, and cedar. 12dThe great court had three courses of cut stone all around, and a course of cedar beams; so had the inner court of the house of the LORD and ethe vestibule of the house.

The Temple Furnishings

 13And King Solomon sent and brought fHiram from Tyre. 14He was the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze. And ghe was full of wisdom, understanding, and skill for making any work in bronze. He came to King Solomon and did all his work.

 15hHe cast itwo pillars of bronze. jEighteen cubits was the height of one pillar, and a line of twelve cubits measured its circumference. It was hollow, and its thickness was four fingers. The second pillar was the same.[5] 16He also made two capitals of cast bronze to set on the tops of the pillars. The height of the one capital was five cubits, and jthe height of the other capital was five cubits. 17There were lattices of checker work with wreaths of chain work for the capitals on the tops of the pillars, a lattice[6] for the one capital and a lattice for the other capital. 18Likewise he made pomegranates[7] in two rows around the one latticework to cover the capital that was on the top of the pillar, and he did the same with the other capital. 19Now the capitals that were on the tops of the pillars in the vestibule were of lily-work, four cubits. 20The capitals were on the two pillars and also above the rounded projection which was beside the latticework. There were ktwo hundred pomegranates in two rows all around, and so with the other capital. 21lHe set up the pillars at the vestibule of the temple. He set up the pillar on the south and called its name Jachin, and he set up the pillar on the north and called its name Boaz. 22And on the tops of the pillars was lily-work. Thus the work of the pillars was finished.

 23mThen he made nthe sea of cast metal. It was round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and five cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference. 24Under its brim were ogourds, for ten cubits, compassing the sea all around. The gourds were in two rows, cast with it when it was cast. 25It stood on ptwelve oxen, three facing north, three facing west, three facing south, and three facing east. The sea was set on them, and all their rear parts were inward. 26Its thickness was a handbreadth,[8] and its brim was made like the brim of a cup, like the flower of a lily. It held two thousand baths.[9]

 27He also made the qten stands of bronze. Each stand was four cubits long, four cubits wide, and three cubits high. 28This was the construction of the stands: they had panels, and the panels were set in the frames, 29and on the panels that were set in the frames were lions, oxen, and cherubim. On the frames, both above and below the lions and oxen, there were wreaths of beveled work. 30Moreover, each stand had four bronze wheels and axles of bronze, and at the four corners were supports for a basin. The supports were cast with wreaths at the side of each. 31Its opening was within a crown that projected upward one cubit. Its opening was round, as a pedestal is made, a cubit and a half deep. At its opening there were carvings, and its panels were square, not round. 32And the four wheels were underneath the panels. The axles of the wheels were of one piece with the stands, and the height of a wheel was a cubit and a half. 33The wheels were made like a chariot wheel; their axles, their rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all cast. 34There were four supports at the four corners of each stand. The supports were of one piece with the stands. 35And on the top of the stand there was a round band half a cubit high; and on the top of the stand its stays and its panels were of one piece with it. 36And on the surfaces of its stays and on its panels, he carved cherubim, lions, and palm trees, according to the space of each, with wreaths all around. 37After this manner he made qthe ten stands. All of them were cast alike, of the same measure and the same form.

 38And he made rten basins of bronze. Each basin held forty baths, each basin measured four cubits, and there was a basin for each of the ten stands. 39And he set the stands, five on the south side of the house, and five on the north side of the house. And he set the sea at the southeast corner of the house.

 40sHiram also made tthe pots, the shovels, and the basins. So Hiram finished all the work that he did for King Solomon on the house of the LORD: 41the two pillars, the two bowls of the capitals that were on the tops of the pillars, and the two ulatticeworks to cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on the tops of the pillars; 42and the vfour hundred pomegranates for the two latticeworks, two rows of pomegranates for each latticework, to cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on the pillars; 43the ten stands, and the ten basins on the stands; 44and wthe one sea, and the twelve oxen underneath the sea.

 45Now xthe pots, the shovels, and the basins, all these vessels in the house of the LORD, which Hiram made for King Solomon, were of burnished bronze. 46In the plain of the Jordan the king cast them, in the clay ground between ySuccoth and zZarethan. 47And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, because there were so many of them; athe weight of the bronze was not ascertained.

 48So Solomon made all the vessels that were in the house of the LORD: bthe golden altar, cthe golden table for dthe bread of the Presence, 49ethe lampstands of pure gold, five on the south side and five on the north, before the inner sanctuary; fthe flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, of gold; 50the cups, snuffers, basins, dishes for incense, and gfire pans, of pure gold; and the sockets of gold, for the doors of the innermost part of the house, hthe Most Holy Place, and for the doors of the nave of the temple.

 51Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in ithe things that David his father had dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries of the house of the LORD.

The Ark Brought into the Temple

 1 KINGS 8 jThen Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, kthe leaders of the fathers houses of the people of Israel, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, lto bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of mthe city of David, which is Zion. 2And all the men of Israel assembled to King Solomon at nthe feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3And all the elders of Israel came, and othe priests took up the ark. 4And they brought up the ark of the LORD, pthe tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests and the Levites brought them up. 5And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had assembled before him, were with him before the ark, qsacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. 6rThen the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD sto its place in tthe inner sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. 7For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 8uAnd the poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the Holy Place before tthe inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. 9There was nothing in the ark except vthe two tablets of stone that Moses put there at Horeb, where wthe LORD made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 10And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, xa cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.

Solomon Blesses the LORD

 12yThen Solomon said, The LORD[1] has said that he would dwell zin thick darkness. 13aI have indeed built you an exalted house, ba place for you to dwell in forever. 14Then the king turned around and cblessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel stood. 15And he said, dBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled ewhat he promised with his mouth to David my father, saying, 16fSince the day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, gthat my name might be there. hBut I chose David to be over my people Israel. 17iNow it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 18But the LORD said to David my father, Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart. 19jNevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name. 20Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made. For I have risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, kas the LORD promised, and I have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 21And there I have provided a place for the ark, lin which is the covenant of the LORD that he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.

Solomons Prayer of Dedication

 22Then Solomon mstood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and nspread out his hands toward heaven, 23and said, O LORD, God of Israel, othere is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, pkeeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart; 24you have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to him. eYou spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 25Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, qYou shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me. 26rNow therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David my father.

 27But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, sheaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! 28Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 29tthat your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, uMy name shall be there, that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

 31If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take van oath and comes and swears his oath before your altar in this house, 32then hear in heaven and act and judge your servants, wcondemning the guilty by bringing his conduct on his own head, and vindicating the righteous by rewarding him according to his righteousness.

 33xWhen your people Israel are defeated before the enemy because they have sinned against you, and yif they turn again to you and acknowledge your name and pray and plead with you in this house, 34then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them again to the land that you gave to their fathers.

 35zWhen heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from their sin, when you afflict them, 36then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel, when ayou teach them bthe good way in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you have given to your people as an inheritance.

 37cIf there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, if their enemy besieges them in the land at their gates,[2] whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, 38whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart and stretching out his hands toward this house, 39then hear in heaven your dwelling place and forgive and act and render to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways (dfor you, you only, know the hearts of all the children of mankind), 40that they may fear you eall the days that they live in the land that you gave to our fathers.

 41Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far country for your names sake 42(for they shall hear of your great name fand your mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house, 43hear in heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order gthat all the peoples of the earth may know your name and hfear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that this house that I have built is called by your name.

 44If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way you shall send them, and they pray to the LORD itoward the city that you have chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 45then hear in heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause.

 46If they sin against youjfor there is no one who does not sinand you are angry with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive kto the land of the enemy, far off or near, 47yet lif they turn their heart in the land to which they have been carried captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captors, saying, mWe have sinned and have acted perversely and wickedly, 48nif they repent with all their mind and with all their heart in the land of their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray to you otoward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen, and the house that I have built for your name, 49then hear in heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause 50and forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all their transgressions that they have committed against you, and pgrant them compassion in the sight of those who carried them captive, that they may have compassion on them 51(qfor they are your people, and your heritage, which you brought out of Egypt, rfrom the midst of the iron furnace). 52sLet your eyes be open to the plea of your servant and to the plea of your people Israel, giving ear to them whenever they call to you. 53For you separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be your heritage, tas you declared through Moses your servant, when you brought our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.

Solomons Benediction

 54uNow as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea to the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the LORD, where he had vknelt with hands outstretched toward heaven. 55And he stood and wblessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. xNot one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. 57The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. yMay he not leave us or forsake us, 58that he may zincline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he commanded our fathers. 59Let these words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, and may he maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel, as each day requires, 60that aall the peoples of the earth may know that bthe LORD is God; there is no other. 61cLet your heart therefore be wholly true to the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his commandments, as at this day.

Solomons Sacrifices

 62dThen ethe king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD. 63Solomon offered as peace offerings to the LORD 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 64The same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was before the house of the LORD, for there he offered the burnt offering and the grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings, because fthe bronze altar that was before the LORD was too small to receive the burnt offering and the grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings.

 65So Solomon held gthe feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great assembly, from hLebo-hamath to ithe Brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days.[3] 66On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king and went to their homes joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the LORD had shown to David his servant and to Israel his people.

The LORD Appears to Solomon

 1 KINGS 9 jAs soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD kand the kings house and lall that Solomon desired to build, 2mthe LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3And the LORD said to him, I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made before me. I have consecrated this house that you have built, nby putting my name there forever. oMy eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 4And as for you, if you will pwalk before me, qas David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, 5rthen I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel. 6sBut if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 7tthen I will cut off Israel from the land that I have given them, uand the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight, vand Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8And this house will become a heap of ruins.[1] Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, wWhy has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house? 9Then they will say, Because xthey abandoned the LORD their God who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt and laid hold on other gods and worshiped them and served them. Therefore the LORD has brought all this disaster on them.

Solomons Other Acts

 10yAt the end of ztwenty years, in which Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the LORD and the kings house, 11and Hiram king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress timber and gold, as much as he desired, King Solomon gave to Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 12But when Hiram came from Tyre to see the cities that Solomon had given him, they did not please him. 13Therefore he said, What kind of cities are these that you have given me, my brother? So they are called the land of aCabul to this day. 14Hiram had sent to the king 120 talents[2] of gold.

 15And this is the account of bthe forced labor that King Solomon drafted to build the house of the LORD and his own house and cthe Millo and the wall of Jerusalem and dHazor and eMegiddo and Gezer 16(Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and captured Gezer and burned it with fire, and had killed fthe Canaanites who lived in the city, and had given it as dowry to ghis daughter, Solomons wife; 17so Solomon rebuilt Gezer) and hLower Beth-horon 18and Baalath and Tamar in the wilderness, in the land of Judah,[3] 19and all the store cities that Solomon had, and ithe cities for his chariots, and the cities for jhis horsemen, and whatever Solomon kdesired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion. 20All the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of the people of Israel 21ltheir descendants who were left after them in the land, mwhom the people of Israel were unable to devote to destruction[4]nthese Solomon drafted to be oslaves, and so they are to this day. 22But pof the people of Israel Solomon made no slaves. They were the soldiers, they were his officials, his commanders, his captains, his chariot commanders and his horsemen.

 23These were the chief officers who were over Solomons work: q550 rwho had charge of the people who carried on the work.

 24But gPharaohs daughter went up from the city of David to sher own house that Solomon had built for her. tThen he built uthe Millo.

 25Three times a year Solomon used to offer up burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar that he built to the LORD, making offerings with it[5] before the LORD. So he finished the house.

 26King Solomon built a fleet of ships at vEzion-geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 27And Hiram sent wwith the fleet his servants, seamen who were familiar with the sea, together with the servants of Solomon. 28And they went to xOphir and brought from there gold, 420 talents, and they brought it to King Solomon.

The Queen of Sheba

 1 KINGS 10 yNow when zthe queen of aSheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came bto test him with hard questions. 2She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels cbearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. 3And Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her. 4And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 5the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more breath in her.

 6And she said to the king, The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom, 7but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I heard. 8eHappy are your men! Happy are your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! 9fBlessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel! gBecause the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king, hthat you may execute justice and righteousness. 10iThen she gave the king 120 talents[1] of gold, and a very great quantity of spices and precious stones. Never again came such an abundance of spices as these that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

 11Moreover, jthe fleet of Hiram, which brought kgold from Ophir, brought from Ophir a very great amount of almug wood and precious stones. 12And the king made of the almug wood supports for the house of the LORD and for the kings house, also lyres and harps for the singers. No such almug wood has come or been seen to this day.

 13And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, whatever she asked besides what was given her by the bounty of King Solomon. So she turned and went back to her own land with her servants.

Solomons Great Wealth

 14lNow the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold, 15besides that which came from the explorers and from the business of the merchants, and from all the kings of the west and from the governors of the land. 16King Solomon made 200 large shields of beaten gold; 600 shekels[2] of gold went into each shield. 17And he made 300 mshields of beaten gold; three minas[3] of gold went into each shield. And the king put them in nthe House of the Forest of Lebanon. 18The king also made a great ivory throne and overlaid it with the finest gold. 19The throne had six steps, and the throne had a round top,[4] and on each side of the seat were armrests and two lions standing beside the armrests, 20while twelve lions stood there, one on each end of a step on the six steps. The like of it was never made in any kingdom. 21All King Solomons drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of nthe House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. None were of silver; silver was not considered as anything in the days of Solomon. 22For the king had oa fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.[5]

 23pThus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. 24And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind. 25Every one of them brought his present, articles of silver and gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by year.

 26qAnd Solomon gathered together rchariots and horsemen. He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen, whom he stationed in the schariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 27And the king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as tthe sycamore of the Shephelah. 28And Solomons uimport of horses was from Egypt and Kue, and the kings traders received them from Kue at a price. 29A chariot could be imported from Egypt for 600 shekels of silver and a horse for 150, and so through the kings traders they were exported to all the kings of vthe Hittites and the kings of Syria.

	

Solomon Turns from the LORD

 1 KINGS 11 Now wKing Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, xYou shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods. Solomon clung to these in love. 3He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 4For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and yhis heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, zas was the heart of David his father. 5For Solomon went after aAshtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after bMilcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done. 7Then Solomon built a high place for cChemosh the abomination of Moab, and for dMolech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.

The LORD Raises Adversaries

 9And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because ehis heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, fwho had appeared to him twice 10and ghad commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did not keep what the LORD commanded. 11Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, Since this has been your practice and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, hI will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. 12Yet for the sake of David your father I will not do it in your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13However, iI will not tear away all the kingdom, but jI will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem kthat I have chosen.

 14And the LORD raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite. He was of the royal house in Edom. 15For lwhen David was in Edom, and Joab the commander of the army went up to bury the slain, he struck down every male in Edom 16(for Joab and all Israel remained there six months, until he had cut off every male in Edom). 17But Hadad fled to Egypt, together with certain Edomites of his fathers servants, Hadad still being a little child. 18They set out from Midian and came to mParan and took men with them from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house and assigned him an allowance of food and gave him land. 19And Hadad found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him in marriage the sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 20And the sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaohs house. And Genubath was in Pharaohs house among the sons of Pharaoh. 21But when Hadad heard in Egypt nthat David slept with his fathers and that Joab the commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to my own country. 22But Pharaoh said to him, What have you lacked with me that you are now seeking to go to your own country? And he said to him, Only let me depart.

 23God also raised up as an adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada, who had fled from his master oHadadezer king of Zobah. 24And he gathered men about him and became leader of a marauding band, pafter the killing by David. And they went to Damascus and lived there and made him king in Damascus. 25He was an adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon, doing harm as Hadad did. And he loathed Israel and reigned over Syria.

 26qJeroboam the son of Nebat, ran Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose mothers name was Zeruah, a widow, also slifted up his hand against the king. 27And this was the reason why he lifted up his hand against the king. tSolomon built the Millo, and closed up the breach of the city of David his father. 28The man Jeroboam was very able, and when Solomon saw that the young man was industrious he gave him charge over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph. 29And at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, the prophet uAhijah the Shilonite found him on the road. Now Ahijah had dressed himself in a new garment, and the two of them were alone in the open country. 30Then Ahijah laid hold of the new garment that was on him, vand tore it into twelve pieces. 31And he said to Jeroboam, Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, wI am about to tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon and will give you ten tribes 32(but xhe shall have one tribe, for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, ythe city that I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), 33because they have[1] forsaken me zand worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and they have not walked in my ways, doing what is right in my sight and keeping my statutes and my rules, as David his father did. 34Nevertheless, I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make him ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of David my servant whom I chose, who kept my commandments and my statutes. 35aBut I will take the kingdom out of his sons hand and will give it to you, ten tribes. 36Yet to his son xI will give one tribe, that David my servant may always have ba lamp before me in Jerusalem, ythe city where I have chosen to put my name. 37And I will take you, and you shall reign over all that your soul desires, and you shall be king over Israel. 38And if you will listen to all that I command you, and will walk in my ways, and do what is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did, cI will be with you and dwill build you a sure house, as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you. 39And I will afflict the offspring of David because of this, but not forever. 40Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled into Egypt, to eShishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.

 41fNow the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon? 42And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 43And Solomon gslept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father. And hRehoboam his son reigned in his place.

Rehoboams Folly

 1 KINGS 12 iRehoboam went to jShechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king. 2And as soon as kJeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for lhe was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from[1] Egypt. 3And they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4mYour father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you. 5He said to them, nGo away for three days, then come again to me. So the people went away.

 6Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, How do you advise me to answer this people? 7And they said to him, If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever. 8But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him. 9And he said to them, What do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, Lighten the yoke that your father put on us? 10And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, Thus shall you speak to this people who said to you, Your father made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us, thus shall you say to them, My little finger is thicker than my fathers thighs. 11And now, whereas mmy father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.

 12So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, oCome to me again the third day. 13And the king answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old men had given him, 14he spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, saying, mMy father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions. 15So the king did not listen to the people, for pit was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which qthe LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

The Kingdom Divided

 16And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, What portion do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. rTo your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David. So Israel went to their tents. 17But Rehoboam reigned over sthe people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. 18Then King Rehoboam sent tAdoram, who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19uSo Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 20And when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was none that followed the house of David but vthe tribe of Judah only.

 21wWhen Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22But the word of God came to xShemaiah the man of God: 23Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the yrest of the people, 24Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight against your relatives the people of Israel. Every man return to his home, zfor this thing is from me. So they listened to the word of the LORD and went home again, according to the word of the LORD.

Jeroboams Golden Calves

 25Then Jeroboam abuilt Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. And he went out from there and bbuilt Penuel. 26And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdom will turn back to the house of David. 27If this people cgo up to offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah. 28So the king took counsel and dmade two calves of gold. And he said to the people, You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. eBehold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 29And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 30Then fthis thing became a sin, for the people went as far as Dan to be before one.[2] 31He also made gtemples on high places and happointed priests from among all the people, who were not of the Levites. 32And Jeroboam appointed a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month like ithe feast that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he made. And he placed in Bethel jthe priests of the high places that he had made. 33He went up to the altar that he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month that he had devised from his own heart. And he instituted a feast for the people of Israel and went up to the altar kto make offerings.

A Man of God Confronts Jeroboam

 1 KINGS 13 And behold, la man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to Bethel. Jeroboam was standing by the altar mto make offerings. 2nAnd the man cried against the altar by the word of the LORD and said, O altar, altar, thus says the LORD: Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, oJosiah by name, and he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who make offerings on you, and human bones shall be burned on you. 3And he gave pa sign the same day, saying, This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes that are on it shall be poured out. 4And when the king heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, Seize him. And his hand, which he stretched out against him, dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself. 5The altar also was torn down, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign that the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. 6And the king said to the man of God, qEntreat now the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored to me. And the man of God entreated the LORD, and the kings hand was restored to him and became as it was before. 7And the king said to the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh yourself, and rI will give you a reward. 8And the man of God said to the king, sIf you give me half your house, tI will not go in with you. And I will not eat bread or drink water in this place, 9for so was it commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying, You shall neither eat bread nor drink water nor return by the way that you came. 10So he went another way and did not return by the way that he came to Bethel.

The Prophets Disobedience

 11Now uan old prophet lived in Bethel. And his sons[1] came and told him all that the man of God had done that day in Bethel. They also told to their father the words that he had spoken to the king. 12And their father said to them, Which way did he go? And his sons showed him the way that the man of God who came from Judah had gone. 13And he said to his sons, Saddle the donkey for me. So they saddled the donkey for him and he mounted it. 14And he went after the man of God and found him sitting under an oak. And he said to him, Are you the man of God who came from Judah? And he said, I am. 15Then he said to him, Come home with me and eat bread. 16And he said, vI may not return with you, or go in with you, neither will I eat bread nor drink water with you in this place, 17for it was said to me wby the word of the LORD, You shall neither eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by the way that you came. 18And he said to him, I also am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with you into your house that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied to him. 19So he went back with him and ate bread in his house and drank water.

 20And as they sat at the table, the word of the LORD came to the prophet who had brought him back. 21And he cried to the man of God who came from Judah, Thus says the LORD, Because you have disobeyed the word of the LORD and have not kept the command that the LORD your God commanded you, 22but have come back and have eaten bread and drunk water in the place of which he said to you, Eat no bread and drink no water, your body shall not come to the tomb of your fathers. 23And after he had eaten bread and drunk, he saddled the donkey for the prophet whom he had brought back. 24And as he went away xa lion met him on the road and killed him. And his body was thrown in the road, and the donkey stood beside it; the lion also stood beside the body. 25And behold, men passed by and saw the body thrown in the road and the lion standing by the body. And they came and told it in the city where ythe old prophet lived.

 26And when the prophet who had brought him back from the way heard of it, he said, It is the man of God who disobeyed the word of the LORD; therefore the LORD has given him to the lion, which has torn him and killed him, according to the word that the LORD spoke to him. 27And he said to his sons, Saddle the donkey for me. And they saddled it. 28And he went and found his body thrown in the road, and the donkey and the lion standing beside the body. The lion had not eaten the body or torn the donkey. 29And the prophet took up the body of the man of God and laid it on the donkey and brought it back to the city[2] to mourn and to bury him. 30And he laid the body in his own grave. And they mourned over him, saying, zAlas, my brother! 31And after he had buried him, he said to his sons, When I die, bury me in the grave in which the man of God is buried; alay my bones beside his bones. 32bFor the saying that he called out by the word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel and against call the houses of the high places that are in the cities of dSamaria shall surely come to pass.

 33After this thing Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way, but made priests for the high places again from among all the people. Any who would, he ordained to be priests of the high places. 34eAnd this thing became sin to the house of Jeroboam, fso as to cut it off and to destroy it from the face of the earth.

Prophecy Against Jeroboam

 1 KINGS 14 At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. 2And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, and disguise yourself, that it not be known that you are the wife of Jeroboam, and go to gShiloh. Behold, Ahijah the prophet is there, hwho said of me that I should be king over this people. 3iTake with you ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him. He will tell you what shall happen to the child.

 4Jeroboams wife did so. She arose and went to gShiloh and came to the house of jAhijah. Now jAhijah could not see, for his eyes were dim because of his age. 5And the LORD said to jAhijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you concerning her son, for he is sick. Thus and thus shall you say to her.

When she came, she pretended to be another woman. 6But when jAhijah heard the sound of her feet, as she came in at the door, he said, Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why do you pretend to be another? For I am charged with unbearable news for you. 7Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: kBecause I exalted you from among the people and made you leader over my people Israel 8and ltore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you, and yet you have not been mlike my servant David, who kept my commandments and followed me with all his heart, doing only that which was right in my eyes, 9but you have done evil above all who were before you and have gone and nmade for yourself other gods and ometal images, provoking me to anger, and phave cast me behind your back, 10therefore behold, I will bring harm upon the house of Jeroboam and qwill cut off from Jeroboam every male, rboth bond and free in Israel, and swill burn up the house of Jeroboam, as a man burns up dung until it is all gone. 11tAnyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone who dies in the open country the birds of the heavens shall eat, for the LORD has spoken it. 12Arise therefore, go to your house. uWhen your feet enter the city, the child shall die. 13And all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him vthere is found something pleasing to the LORD, the God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam. 14wMoreover, the LORD will raise up for himself a king over Israel who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam today. And henceforth, 15the LORD will strike Israel as a reed is shaken in the water, and xroot up Israel out of ythis good land that he gave to their fathers and scatter them zbeyond the Euphrates,[1] because they have made their aAsherim, provoking the LORD to anger. 16And he will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, which he sinned and made Israel to sin.

 17Then Jeroboams wife arose and departed and came to bTirzah. And cas she came to the threshold of the house, the child died. 18And all Israel buried him and mourned for him, daccording to the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his servant Ahijah the prophet.

The Death of Jeroboam

 19Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, ehow he warred and how he reigned, behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 20And the time that Jeroboam reigned was twenty-two years. And he slept with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his place.

Rehoboam Reigns in Judah

 21fNow Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, gthe city that the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. hHis mothers name was Naamah the Ammonite. 22iAnd Judah did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and they jprovoked him to jealousy with their sins that they committed, more than all that their fathers had done. 23For they also built for themselves khigh places land pillars and mAsherim on every high hill and nunder every green tree, 24and there were also omale cult prostitutes in the land. They did according to all the abominations of the nations that the LORD drove out before the people of Israel.

 25pIn the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. 26He took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the kings house. qHe took away everything. He also took away all the shields of gold rthat Solomon had made, 27and King Rehoboam made in their place shields of bronze, and committed them to the hands of the officers of the guard, who kept the door of the kings house. 28And as often as the king went into the house of the LORD, the guard carried them and brought them back to the guardroom.

 29sNow the rest of the acts of Rehoboam and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 30tAnd there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. 31And Rehoboam slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. uHis mothers name was Naamah the Ammonite. And vAbijam his son reigned in his place.

Abijam Reigns in Judah

 1 KINGS 15 wNow in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam began to reign over Judah. 2He reigned for three years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. 3And he walked in all the sins that his father did before him, and xhis heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father. 4Nevertheless, for Davids sake the LORD his God gave him ya lamp in Jerusalem, setting up his son after him, and establishing Jerusalem, 5because zDavid did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn aside from anything that he commanded him all the days of his life, aexcept in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 6bNow there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life. 7cThe rest of the acts of Abijam and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? dAnd there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam. 8eAnd Abijam slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David. And Asa his son reigned in his place.

Asa Reigns in Judah

 9In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa began to reign over Judah, 10and he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. 11fAnd Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as David his father had done. 12He put away the gmale cult prostitutes out of the land and removed hall the idols that his fathers had made. 13iHe also removed Maacah his mother from being queen mother because she had made an abominable image for Asherah. And Asa cut down her image and jburned it at the brook Kidron. 14kBut the high places were not taken away. Nevertheless, lthe heart of Asa was wholly true to the LORD all his days. 15And mhe brought into the house of the LORD the sacred gifts of his father and his own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels.

 16nAnd there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days. 17oBaasha king of Israel went up against Judah and pbuilt Ramah, qthat he might permit no one to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 18Then Asa took all the silver and the gold rthat were left in the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the kings house and gave them into the hands of his servants. sAnd King Asa sent them to Ben-hadad the son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, twho lived in Damascus, saying, 19Let there be ua covenant[1] between me and you, as there was between my father and your father. Behold, I am sending to you a present of silver and gold. Go, break your covenant with Baasha king of Israel, that he may withdraw from me. 20And Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel and conquered vIjon, wDan, xAbel-beth-maacah, and all yChinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. 21And when Baasha heard of it, zhe stopped building Ramah, and he lived in aTirzah. 22Then King Asa made a proclamation to all Judah, none was exempt, and they carried away the stones of Ramah and its timber, with which Baasha had been building, and with them King Asa built bGeba of Benjamin and cMizpah. 23dNow the rest of all the acts of Asa, all his might, and all that he did, and the cities that he built, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? But in his old age he was diseased in his feet. 24And Asa slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father, and eJehoshaphat his son reigned in his place.

Nadab Reigns in Israel

 25fNadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. 26He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD gand walked in the way of his father, and in his sin hwhich he made Israel to sin.

 27iBaasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him. And Baasha struck him down at jGibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, for Nadab and all Israel were laying siege to Gibbethon. 28So Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of Judah and reigned in his place. 29And as soon as he was king, he killed all the house of Jeroboam. He left to the house of Jeroboam not one that breathed, until he had destroyed it, kaccording to the word of the LORD that he spoke by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite. 30It was for the sins of Jeroboam that he sinned and hthat he made Israel to sin, and because of the anger to which he provoked the LORD, the God of Israel.

 31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 32lAnd there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.

Baasha Reigns in Israel

 33In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah began to reign over all Israel at Tirzah, and he reigned twenty-four years. 34He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD mand walked in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin which he made Israel to sin.

 1 KINGS 16 And the word of the LORD came to nJehu the son of oHanani against Baasha, saying, 2Since I pexalted you out of the dust and made you leader over my people Israel, and qyou have walked in the way of Jeroboam and have made my people Israel to sin, provoking me to anger with their sins, 3behold, I will utterly rsweep away sBaasha and his house, and I will make your house tlike the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 4uAnyone belonging to Baasha who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone of his who dies in the field the birds of the heavens shall eat.

 5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha and what he did, and his might, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 6And Baasha slept with his fathers and was buried at vTirzah, and Elah his son reigned in his place. 7Moreover, the word of the LORD came by the prophet nJehu the son of Hanani against Baasha and his house, both because of all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam, and also because whe destroyed it.

Elah Reigns in Israel

 8In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha began to reign over Israel in Tirzah, and he reigned two years. 9But his servant xZimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against him. When he was at Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, ywho was over the household in Tirzah, 10Zimri came in and struck him down and killed him, in the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place.

 11When he began to reign, as soon as he had seated himself on his throne, he struck down zall the house of Baasha. He adid not leave him a single male of his relatives or his friends. 12Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of Baasha, baccording to the word of the LORD, which he spoke against Baasha by nJehu the prophet, 13for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinned and which they made Israel to sin, cprovoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with their idols. 14Now the rest of the acts of Elah and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

Zimri Reigns in Israel

 15In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven days in Tirzah. Now the troops were encamped against dGibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, 16and the troops who were encamped heard it said, Zimri has conspired, and he has killed the king. Therefore all Israel made Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that day in the camp. 17So Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah. 18And when Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went into the citadel of the kings house and burned the kings house over him with fire and died, 19because of his sins that he committed, doing evil in the sight of the LORD, ewalking in the way of Jeroboam, and for his sin which he committed, making Israel to sin. 20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the conspiracy that he made, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

Omri Reigns in Israel

 21Then the people of Israel were divided into two parts. Half of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king, and half followed Omri. 22But the people who followed Omri overcame the people who followed Tibni the son of Ginath. So Tibni died, and Omri became king. 23In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri began to reign over Israel, and he reigned for twelve years; six years he reigned in Tirzah. 24He bought the hill of fSamaria from Shemer for two talents[1] of silver, and he fortified the hill and called the name of the city that he built gSamaria, after the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill.

 25hOmri did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did more evil ithan all who were before him. 26For ehe walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in the sins that he made Israel to sin, jprovoking the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger by their idols. 27Now the rest of the acts of Omri that he did, and the might that he showed, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 28And Omri slept with his fathers and was buried in Samaria, and Ahab his son reigned in his place.

Ahab Reigns in Israel

 29In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri began to reign over Israel, and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. 30And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, kmore than all who were before him. 31And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, lhe took for his wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the mSidonians, nand went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32He erected an altar for Baal in othe house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. 33And Ahab made an pAsherah. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger kthan all the kings of Israel who were before him. 34qIn his days Hiel of Bethel built rJericho. He laid its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.

Elijah Predicts a Drought

 1 KINGS 17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of sTishbe[1] in Gilead, said to Ahab, tAs the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, ubefore whom I stand, vthere shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word. 2And the word of the LORD came to him: 3Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there. 5So he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

The Widow of Zarephath

 8Then the word of the LORD came to him, 9Arise, go to wZarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you. 10So he arose and went to wZarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there xgathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 11And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand. 12And she said, tAs the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die. 13And Elijah said to her, Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth. 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

Elijah Raises the Widows Son

 17After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. 18And she said to Elijah, yWhat have you against me, O zman of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my son! 19And he said to her, Give me your son. And he took him from her arms and carried him up into the upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. 20And he cried to the LORD, O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her son? 21aThen he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried to the LORD, O LORD my God, let this childs life[2] come into him again. 22And the LORD listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, and bhe revived. 23And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, See, your son lives. 24And the woman said to Elijah, cNow I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.

Elijah Confronts Ahab

 1 KINGS 18 dAfter many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth. 2So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria. 3And Ahab called Obadiah, who was eover the household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly, 4and fwhen Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water.) 5And Ahab said to Obadiah, Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals. 6So they divided the land between them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself.

 7And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah recognized him and fell on his face and said, Is it you, my lord Elijah? 8And he answered him, It is I. Go, tell your lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 9And he said, How have I sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? 10gAs the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, He is not here, he would take an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. 11And now you say, Go, tell your lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 12And as soon as I have gone from you, hthe Spirit of the LORD will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth. 13Has it not been told my lord what I did iwhen Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid a hundred men of the LORDs prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? 14And now you say, Go, tell your lord, Behold, Elijah is here; and he will kill me. 15And Elijah said, gAs the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today. 16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah.

 17When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, jIs it you, you ktroubler of Israel? 18And he answered, I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your fathers house, because you have labandoned the commandments of the LORD and mfollowed the Baals. 19Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount nCarmel, and the o450 prophets of Baal and pthe 400 prophets of Asherah, qwho eat at Jezebels table.

The Prophets of Baal Defeated

 20So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came near to all the people and said, How long rwill you go limping between two different opinions? sIf the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. And the people did not answer him a word. 22Then Elijah said to the people, tI, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baals prophets are u450 men. 23Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the LORD, and the God who vanswers by fire, he is God. And all the people answered, It is well spoken. 25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it. 26And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, O Baal, answer us! But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made. 27And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened. 28And they cried aloud and wcut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of xthe offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.

 30Then Elijah said to all the people, Come near to me. And all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been ythrown down. 31Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, zIsrael shall be your name, 32and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs[1] of seed. 33aAnd he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill four jars with water and bpour it on the burnt offering and on the wood. 34And he said, Do it a second time. And they did it a second time. And he said, Do it a third time. And they did it a third time. 35And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water.

 36And at the time of cthe offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, O LORD, dGod of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that eyou are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that fI have done all these things at your word. 37Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back. 38gThen the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, hThe LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God. 40And Elijah said to them, Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to ithe brook Kishon and jslaughtered them there.

The LORD Sends Rain

 41And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the rushing of rain. 42So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Mount Carmel. kAnd he bowed himself down on the earth and put his face between his knees. 43And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up and looked and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again, seven times. 44And at the seventh time he said, Behold, la little cloud like a mans hand is rising from the sea. And he said, Go up, say to Ahab, Prepare your chariot and go down, lest the rain stop you. 45And in a little while the heavens grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode and went to mJezreel. 46nAnd the hand of the LORD was on Elijah, oand he gathered up his garment and ran before Ahab to the entrance of pJezreel.

Elijah Flees Jezebel

 1 KINGS 19 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how qhe had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, rSo may the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow. 3Then he was afraid, and he arose and ran for his life and came to sBeersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

 4But he himself went a days journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree. tAnd he asked that he might die, saying, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers. 5And he lay down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, Arise and eat. 6And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank and lay down again. 7And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, Arise and eat, for the journey is too great for you. 8And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food uforty days and forty nights to vHoreb, the mount of God.

The LORD Speaks to Elijah

 9There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, wthe word of the LORD came to him, and he said to him, What are you doing here, Elijah? 10He said, I have been very xjealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, ythrown down your altars, and zkilled your prophets with the sword, aand I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away. 11And he said, Go out and bstand on the mount before the LORD. And behold, the LORD passed by, and ca great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind dan earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper.[1] 13And when Elijah heard it, ehe wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, fthere came a voice to him and said, What are you doing here, Elijah? 14He said, xI have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, ythrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away. 15And the LORD said to him, Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16gAnd Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and hElisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes from ithe sword of Hazael jshall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu kshall Elisha put to death. 18lYet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not mkissed him.

The Call of Elisha

 19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast nhis cloak upon him. 20And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, oLet me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you. And he said to him, Go back again, for what have I done to you? 21And he returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh pwith the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him.

Ahabs Wars with Syria

 1 KINGS 20 qBen-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his army together. rThirty-two kings were with him, and horses and chariots. And he went up and closed in on sSamaria and fought against it. 2And he sent messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to him, Thus says Ben-hadad: 3Your silver and your gold are mine; your best wives and children also are mine. 4And the king of Israel answered, As you say, my lord, O king, I am yours, and all that I have. 5The messengers came again and said, Thus says Ben-hadad: I sent to you, saying, Deliver to me your silver and your gold, your wives and your children. 6Nevertheless I will send my servants to you tomorrow about this time, and they shall search your house and the houses of your servants and lay hands on whatever pleases you and take it away.

 7Then the king of Israel called all the telders of the land and said, uMark, now, and see how this man is seeking trouble, for he sent to me for my wives and my children, and for my silver and my gold, and I did not refuse him. 8And all the elders and all the people said to him, Do not listen or consent. 9So he said to the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that you first demanded of your servant I will do, but this thing I cannot do. And the messengers departed and brought him word again. 10Ben-hadad sent to him and said, vThe gods do so to me and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the people wwho follow me. 11And the king of Israel answered, Tell him, Let not him who straps on his armor boast himself as he who takes it off. 12When Ben-hadad heard this message as xhe was drinking with the kings in the booths, he said to his men, Take your positions. And they took their positions against the city.

Ahab Defeats Ben-hadad

 13And behold, a prophet came near to Ahab king of Israel and said, Thus says the LORD, Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, yI will give it into your hand this day, zand you shall know that I am the LORD. 14And Ahab said, By whom? He said, Thus says the LORD, By the servants of the governors of the districts. Then he said, Who shall begin the battle? He answered, You. 15Then he mustered the servants of the governors of the districts, and they were 232. And after them he mustered all the people of Israel, seven thousand.

 16And they went out at noon, while Ben-hadad xwas drinking himself drunk in the booths, he and the thirty-two kings who helped him. 17The servants of the governors of the districts went out first. And Ben-hadad sent out scouts, and they reported to him, Men are coming out from Samaria. 18He said, If they have come out for peace, take them alive. Or if they have come out for war, take them alive.

 19So these went out of the city, the servants of the governors of the districts and the army that followed them. 20And each struck down his man. The Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them, but Ben-hadad king of Syria escaped on a horse with horsemen. 21And the king of Israel went out and struck the horses and chariots, and struck the Syrians with a great blow.

 22Then athe prophet came near to the king of Israel and said to him, Come, strengthen yourself, and consider well what you have to do, for bin the spring the king of Syria will come up against you.

 23And the servants of the king of Syria said to him, Their gods are gods of the hills, and so they were stronger than we. But let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. 24And do this: remove the kings, each from his post, and put commanders in their places, 25and muster an army like the army that you have lost, horse for horse, and chariot for chariot. Then we will fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And he listened to their voice and did so.

Ahab Defeats Ben-hadad Again

 26bIn the spring, Ben-hadad mustered the Syrians and went up to cAphek to fight against Israel. 27And the people of Israel were mustered and were provisioned and went against them. The people of Israel encamped before them like two little flocks of goats, but the Syrians filled the country. 28And a dman of God came near and said to the king of Israel, Thus says the LORD, Because the Syrians have said, eThe LORD is a god of the hills but he is not a god of the valleys, therefore fI will give all this great multitude into your hand, and you shall know that I am the LORD. 29And they encamped opposite one another seven days. Then on the seventh day the battle was joined. And the people of Israel struck down of the Syrians 100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 30And the rest fled into the city of cAphek, and the wall fell upon 27,000 men who were left.

Ben-hadad also fled and entered gan inner chamber in the city. 31And his servants said to him, Behold now, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. Let us hput sackcloth around our waists and ropes on our heads and go out to the king of Israel. Perhaps he will spare your life. 32So they htied sackcloth around their waists and put ropes on their heads and went to the king of Israel and said, Your servant Ben-hadad says, Please, let me live. And he said, Does he still live? He is my brother. 33Now the men were watching for a sign, and they quickly took it up from him and said, Yes, your brother Ben-hadad. Then he said, Go and bring him. Then Ben-hadad came out to him, and he caused him to come up into the chariot. 34And Ben-hadad said to him, iThe cities that my father took from your father I will restore, and you may establish bazaars for yourself in jDamascus, as my father did in Samaria. And Ahab said, I will let you go on these terms. So he made a covenant with him and let him go.

A Prophet Condemns Ben-hadads Release

 35And a certain man of kthe sons of the prophets said to his fellow lat the command of the LORD, Strike me, please. But the man refused to strike him. 36Then he said to him, Because you have not obeyed the voice of the LORD, behold, as soon as you have gone from me, a lion shall strike you down. And as soon as he had departed from him, ma lion met him and struck him down. 37Then he found another man and said, Strike me, please. And the man struck himstruck him and wounded him. 38So the prophet departed and waited for the king by the way, ndisguising himself with a bandage over his eyes. 39And as the king passed, he cried to the king and said, Your servant went out into the midst of the battle, and behold, a soldier turned and brought a man to me and said, Guard this man; if by any means he is missing, oyour life shall be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent[1] of silver. 40And as your servant was busy here and there, he was gone. The king of Israel said to him, So shall your judgment be; you yourself have decided it. 41Then he hurried to take the bandage away from his eyes, and the king of Israel recognized him as one of the prophets. 42And he said to him, Thus says the LORD, Because you have let go out of your hand the man whom I had devoted to destruction,[2] therefore oyour life shall be for his life, and your people for his people. 43And the king of Israel pwent to his house vexed and sullen and came to Samaria.

Naboths Vineyard

 1 KINGS 21 Now Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in qJezreel, beside the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2And after this Ahab said to Naboth, rGive me your vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near my house, and I will give you a better vineyard for it; or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its value in money. 3But Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid sthat I should give you the inheritance of my fathers. 4And Ahab twent into his house vexed and sullen because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him, for he had said, I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers. And he lay down on his bed and turned away his face and would eat no food.

 5But Jezebel his wife came to him and said to him, Why is your spirit so vexed that you eat no food? 6And he said to her, Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to him, Give me your vineyard for money, or else, if it please you, I will give you another vineyard for it. And he answered, I will not give you my vineyard. 7And Jezebel his wife said to him, Do you now govern Israel? Arise and eat bread and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

 8uSo she wrote letters in Ahabs name and sealed them with his seal, and she sent the letters to vthe elders and the leaders who lived with Naboth in his city. 9And she wrote in the letters, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth at the head of the people. 10And set two wworthless men opposite him, and let them bring a charge against him, saying, xYou have cursed[1] God and the king. Then take him out and stone him to death. 11And the men of his city, vthe elders and the leaders who lived in his city, did as Jezebel had sent word to them. As it was written in the letters that she had sent to them, 12ythey proclaimed a fast and set Naboth at the head of the people. 13And the two worthless men came in and sat opposite him. And the worthless men brought a charge against Naboth in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth cursed God and the king. So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death with stones. 14Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth has been stoned; he is dead.

 15As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money, for Naboth is not alive, but dead. 16And as soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab arose to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

The LORD Condemns Ahab

 17zThen the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in aSamaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone to take possession. 19And you shall say to him, Thus says the LORD, Have you killed and also taken possession? And you shall say to him, Thus says the LORD: bIn the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick your own blood.

 20Ahab said to Elijah, cHave you found me, O my enemy? He answered, I have found you, because dyou have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the LORD. 21Behold, I will bring disaster upon you. I will utterly burn you up, and ewill cut off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. 22And I will make your house like fthe house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like gthe house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the anger to which you have provoked me, and because you hhave made Israel to sin. 23And of Jezebel the LORD also said, iThe dogs shall eat Jezebel within jthe walls of Jezreel. 24kAnyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone of his who dies in the open country the birds of the heavens shall eat.

Ahabs Repentance

 25(lThere was none who sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of the LORD like Ahab, whom Jezebel his wife incited. 26He acted very abominably in going after midols, as nthe Amorites had done, whom the LORD cast out before the people of Israel.)

 27And when Ahab heard those words, he otore his clothes and pput sackcloth on his flesh and qfasted and lay in sackcloth and went about dejectedly. 28And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring the disaster in his days; rbut in his sons days I will bring the disaster upon his house.

Ahab and the False Prophets

 1 KINGS 22 For three years Syria and Israel continued without war. 2sBut in the third year tJehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. 3And the king of Israel said to his servants, Do you know that uRamoth-gilead belongs to us, and we keep quiet and do not take it out of the hand of the king of Syria? 4And he said to Jehoshaphat, Will you go with me to battle at Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, vI am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.

 5And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Inquire first for the word of the LORD. 6Then the king of Israel wgathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said to them, Shall I go to battle against Ramoth-gilead, or shall I refrain? And they said, Go up, for the Lord will give it into the hand of the king. 7But xJehoshaphat said, Is there not here another prophet of the LORD of whom we may inquire? 8And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD, Micaiah the son of Imlah, but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 9Then the king of Israel summoned an officer and said, Bring quickly Micaiah the son of Imlah. 10Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their robes, at the threshing floor yat the entrance of the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets were prophesying before them. 11And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made for himself zhorns of iron and said, Thus says the LORD, With these ayou shall push the Syrians until they are destroyed. 12And all the prophets prophesied so and said, Go up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph; the LORD will give it into the hand of the king.

Micaiah Prophesies Against Ahab

 13And the messenger who went to summon Micaiah said to him, Behold, the words of the prophets with one accord are favorable to the king. Let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak favorably. 14But Micaiah said, bAs the LORD lives, cwhat the LORD says to me, that I will speak. 15And when he had come to the king, the king said to him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain? And he answered him, Go up and triumph; the LORD will give it into the hand of the king. 16But the king said to him, How many times shall I make you swear that you speak to me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD? 17And he said, I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, das sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, These have no master; let each return to his home in peace. 18And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, eDid I not tell you that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil? 19And Micaiah said, Therefore hear the word of the LORD: fI saw the LORD sitting on his throne, gand all the host of heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; 20and the LORD said, Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one said one thing, and another said another. 21Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, I will entice him. 22And the LORD said to him, By what means? And he said, I will go out, and will be ha lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so. 23Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the LORD has declared disaster for you.

 24Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near iand struck Micaiah on the cheek and said, How did the Spirit of the LORD go from me to speak to you? 25And Micaiah said, Behold, you shall see on that day when you go jinto an inner chamber to hide yourself. 26And the king of Israel said, Seize Micaiah, and take him back to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the kings son, 27and say, Thus says the king, kPut this fellow in prison and feed him meager rations of bread and water, luntil I come in peace. 28And Micaiah said, If you return in peace, mthe LORD has not spoken by me. And he said, nHear, all you peoples!

Ahab Killed in Battle

 29So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 30And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, oI will disguise myself and go into battle, but you wear your robes. And the king of Israel disguised himself and went into battle. 31Now the king of Syria had commanded pthe thirty-two captains of his chariots, Fight with neither small nor great, but only with the king of Israel. 32And when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, It is surely the king of Israel. So they turned to fight against him. And Jehoshaphat cried out. 33And when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him. 34But a certain man drew his bow at random[1] and struck the king of Israel between the scale armor and the breastplate. Therefore he said to the driver of his chariot, Turn around and carry me out of the battle, qfor I am wounded. 35And the battle continued that day, and the king was propped up in his chariot facing the Syrians, until at evening he died. And the blood of the wound flowed into the bottom of the chariot. 36And about sunset a cry went through the army, Every man to his city, and every man to his country!

 37So the king died, and was brought to Samaria. And they buried the king in Samaria. 38And they washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood, and the prostitutes washed themselves in it, raccording to the word of the LORD that he had spoken. 39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab and all that he did, and sthe ivory house that he built and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 40So Ahab slept with his fathers, and Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah

 41tJehoshaphat the son of uAsa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. 42Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 43vHe walked in all the way of Asa his father. He did not turn aside from it, doing what was right in the sight of the LORD. Yet wthe high places were not taken away, and the people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. 44xJehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel.

 45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he showed, and how he warred, are they not written yin the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 46And from the land he exterminated the remnant zof the male cult prostitutes who remained in the days of his father Asa.

 47aThere was no king in Edom; a deputy was king. 48Jehoshaphat made bships of Tarshish to go to cOphir for gold, but they did not go, for the ships were wrecked at dEzion-geber. 49Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, Let my servants go with your servants in the ships, but Jehoshaphat was not willing. 50eAnd Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father, and Jehoram his son reigned in his place.

Ahaziah Reigns in Israel

 51Ahaziah the son of Ahab fbegan to reign over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel. 52He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD gand walked in the way of his father and in the way of his mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 53hHe served Baal and worshiped him and provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger iin every way that his father had done.
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Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 Or in your bosom

[2] 1:14 Or expand on

[3] 1:25 Hebrew; Septuagint Joab the commander

[4] 1:48 Septuagint one of my offspring


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 2

[1] 2:4 Hebrew there shall not be cut off for you

[2] 2:5 Septuagint; Hebrew placing

[3] 2:5 Septuagint innocent blood

[4] 2:5 Septuagint my; twice in this verse

[5] 2:7 Or steadfast love

[6] 2:22 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew and for him and for Abiathar


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 4

[1] 4:21 Ch 5:1 in Hebrew

[2] 4:21 Hebrew the River

[3] 4:22 A cor was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[4] 4:24 Hebrew the River; twice in this verse

[5] 4:26 Hebrew; one Hebrew manuscript (see 2 Chron. 9:25 and Septuagint of 1 Kings 10:26) 4,000


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Ch 5:15 in Hebrew

[2] 5:11 A cor was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[3] 5:11 Septuagint; Hebrew twenty


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 6

[1] 6:2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 6:4 Or blocked lattice windows

[3] 6:5 Or platform; also verse 10

[4] 6:6 Septuagint; Hebrew structure, or platform

[5] 6:8 Septuagint, Targum; Hebrew middle

[6] 6:20 Vulgate; Hebrew and before the inner sanctuary

[7] 6:20 Septuagint made

[8] 6:31 The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 7:2 Septuagint three

[3] 7:5 Septuagint; Hebrew posts

[4] 7:7 Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew floor

[5] 7:15 Targum, Syriac (compare Septuagint and Jeremiah 52:21); Hebrew fingers. And a line of twelve cubits measured the circumference of the second pillar

[6] 7:17 Septuagint; Hebrew seven; twice in this verse

[7] 7:18 Two manuscripts (compare Septuagint); Hebrew pillars

[8] 7:26 A handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters

[9] 7:26 A bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 8

[1] 8:12 Septuagint The LORD has set the sun in the heavens, but

[2] 8:37 Septuagint, Syriac in any of their cities

[3] 8:65 Septuagint; Hebrew seven days and seven days, fourteen days


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 9

[1] 9:8 Syriac, Old Latin; Hebrew will become high

[2] 9:14 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[3] 9:18 Hebrew lacks of Judah

[4] 9:21 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

[5] 9:25 Septuagint lacks with it


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 10

[1] 10:10 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[2] 10:16 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 10:17 A mina was about 1 1/4 pounds or 0.6 kilogram

[4] 10:19 Or and at the back of the throne was a calf's head

[5] 10:22 Or baboons


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 11

[1] 11:33 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate he has; twice in this verse


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 12

[1] 12:2 Septuagint, Vulgate (compare 2 Chronicles 10:2); Hebrew lived in

[2] 12:30 Septuagint went to the one at Bethel and to the other as far as Dan


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 13

[1] 13:11 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew son

[2] 13:29 Septuagint; Hebrew he came to the city of the old prophet


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 14

[1] 14:15 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 15

[1] 15:19 Or treaty; twice in this verse


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 16

[1] 16:24 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 17

[1] 17:1 Septuagint; Hebrew of the settlers

[2] 17:21 Or soul; also verse 22


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 18

[1] 18:32 A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 19

[1] 19:12 Or a sound, a thin silence


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 20

[1] 20:39 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[2] 20:42 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 21

[1] 21:10 Hebrew blessed; also verse 13


Footnotes for 1 Kings, Chapter 22

[1] 22:34 Hebrew in his innocence
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2 Kings

Elijah Denounces Ahaziah

 2 KINGS 1 aAfter the death of Ahab, Moab brebelled against Israel.

 2Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria, and lay sick; so he sent messengers, telling them, Go, inquire of cBaal-zebub, the god of Ekron, dwhether I shall recover from this sickness. 3But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah ethe Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of cBaal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 4Now therefore thus says the LORD, fYou shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die. So Elijah went.

 5The messengers returned to the king, and he said to them, Why have you returned? 6And they said to him, There came a man to meet us, and said to us, Go back to the king who sent you, and say to him, Thus says the LORD, Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of cBaal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die. 7He said to them, What kind of man was he who came to meet you and told you these things? 8They answered him, gHe wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather about his waist. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite.

 9Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty men with his fifty. He went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, hO man of God, the king says, Come down. 10But Elijah answered the captain of fifty, If I am a man of God, ilet fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty. Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.

 11Again the king sent to him another captain of fifty men with his fifty. And he answered and said to him, O man of God, this is the kings order, Come down quickly! 12But Elijah answered them, If I am a man of God, jlet fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty. Then the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.

 13Again the king sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up and came and fell on his knees before Elijah and entreated him, O man of God, please let my life, and the life of these fifty servants of yours, kbe precious in your sight. 14Behold, fire came down from heaven and consumed the two former captains of fifty men with their fifties, but now let my life be precious in your sight. 15Then the angel of the LORD said to Elijah, Go down with him; do not be afraid of him. So he arose and went down with him to the king 16and said to him, Thus says the LORD, Because you have sent messengers to inquire of cBaal-zebub, the god of Ekronis it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word?therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.

 17So he died according to the word of the LORD that Elijah had spoken. Jehoram became king in his place lin the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, because Ahaziah had no son. 18Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

Elijah Taken to Heaven

 2 KINGS 2 Now when the LORD was about to mtake Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and nElisha were on their way from oGilgal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, pPlease stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel. But Elisha said, qAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. So they went down to Bethel. 3And rthe sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you? And he said, Yes, I know it; keep quiet.

 4Elijah said to him, Elisha, pplease stay here, for the LORD has sent me to tJericho. But he said, qAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. So they came to Jericho. 5rThe sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you? And he answered, Yes, I know it; keep quiet.

 6Then Elijah said to him, pPlease stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan. But he said, As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of rthe sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah utook his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, vand the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground.

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you. And Elisha said, Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me. 10And he said, You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so. 11And as they still went on and talked, behold, wchariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, My father, my father! xThe chariots of Israel and its horsemen! And he saw him no more.

Then he took hold of his own clothes yand tore them in two pieces. 13And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah? And when he had struck the water, vthe water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

 15Now when rthe sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha. And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 16And they said to him, Behold now, there are with your servants fifty strong men. Please let them go and seek your master. It may be that zthe Spirit of the LORD has caught him up and cast him upon some mountain or into some valley. And he said, You shall not send. 17But when they urged him atill he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men. And for three days they sought him but did not find him. 18And they came back to him while he was staying at Jericho, and he said to them, Did I not say to you, Do not go?

 19Now the men of the city said to Elisha, Behold, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord sees, but the water is bad, and the land is unfruitful. 20He said, Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it. So they brought it to him. 21Then he went to the spring of water and bthrew salt in it and said, Thus says the LORD, I have healed this water; from now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come from it. 22So the water has been healed to this day, according to the word that Elisha spoke.

 23He went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going up on the way, some small boys came out of the city and jeered at him, saying, Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead! 24And he turned around, and when he saw them, che cursed them in the name of the LORD. And two she-bears came out of the woods and tore forty-two of the boys. 25From there he went on to dMount Carmel, and from there he returned eto Samaria.

Moab Rebels Against Israel

 2 KINGS 3 fIn the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned twelve years. 2He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, though not like his father and mother, for he put away the gpillar of Baal hthat his father had made. 3Nevertheless, he clung to ithe sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, jwhich he made Israel to sin; he did not depart from it.

 4Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, kand he had to deliver to the king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams. 5But lwhen Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 6So King Jehoram marched out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. 7And he went and sent word to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to battle against Moab? And he said, I will go. mI am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses. 8Then he said, By which way shall we march? Jehoram answered, By the way of the wilderness of Edom.

 9So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and nthe king of Edom. And when they had made a circuitous march of seven days, there was no water for the army or for the animals that followed them. 10Then the king of Israel said, Alas! oThe LORD has called these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab. 11pAnd Jehoshaphat said, Is there no prophet of the LORD here, through whom we may inquire of the LORD? Then one of the king of Israels servants answered, qElisha the son of Shaphat is here, rwho poured water on the hands of Elijah. 12And Jehoshaphat said, The word of the LORD is with him. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him.

 13And Elisha said to the king of Israel, sWhat have I to do with you? Go to tthe prophets of your father and to uthe prophets of your mother. But the king of Israel said to him, No; it is othe LORD who has called these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab. 14And Elisha said, vAs the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, were it not that I have regard for Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would neither look at you nor see you. 15But now wbring me a musician. And when the musician played, xthe hand of the LORD came upon him. 16And he said, Thus says the LORD, I will make this dry streambed full of pools. 17For thus says the LORD, You shall not see wind or rain, but that streambed shall be filled with water, so that you shall drink, you, your livestock, and your animals. 18This is a light thing in the sight of the LORD. He will also give the Moabites into your hand, 19and you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree and stop up all springs of water yand ruin every good piece of land with stones. 20The next morning, about the time of zoffering the sacrifice, behold, water came from the direction of Edom, till the country was filled with water.

 21When all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, all who were able to put on armor, from the youngest to the oldest, were called out and were drawn up at the border. 22And when they rose early in the morning and the sun shone on the water, the Moabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood. 23And they said, This is blood; the kings have surely fought together and struck one another down. Now then, Moab, to the spoil! 24But when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and struck the Moabites, till they fled before them. And they went forward, striking the Moabites as they went.[1] 25And they overthrew the cities, and aon every good piece of land every man threw a stone until it was covered. They stopped every spring of water and felled all the good trees, till only its stones were left in bKir-hareseth, and the slingers surrounded and attacked it. 26When the king of Moab saw that the battle was going against him, he took with him 700 cswordsmen to break through, opposite the king of Edom, but they could not. 27Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place dand offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. And there came great wrath against Israel. And they withdrew from him and returned to their own land.

Elisha and the Widows Oil

 2 KINGS 4 Now the wife of one of the esons of the prophets cried to Elisha, Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the LORD, fbut the creditor has come to take my two children to be his slaves. 2And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for you? Tell me; what have you in the house? And she said, Your servant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil. 3Then he said, Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels and not too few. 4Then go in and shut the door behind yourself and your sons and pour into all these vessels. And when one is full, set it aside. 5So she went from him and shut the door behind herself and her sons. And as she poured they brought the vessels to her. 6When the vessels were full, she said to her son, Bring me another vessel. And he said to her, There is not another. Then the oil stopped flowing. 7She came and told the gman of God, and he said, Go, sell the oil and pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on the rest.

Elisha and the Shunammite Woman

 8One day Elisha went on to hShunem, where a iwealthy woman lived, who urged him to eat some food. So whenever he passed that way, he would turn in there to eat food. 9And she said to her husband, Behold now, I know that this is a holy gman of God who is continually passing our way. 10Let us make a small room on the roof with walls and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that whenever he comes to us, he can go in there.

 11One day he came there, and he turned into the chamber and rested there. 12And he said to jGehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. When he had called her, she stood before him. 13And he said to him, Say now to her, See, you have taken all this trouble for us; what is to be done for you? Would you have a word spoken on your behalf to the king or to kthe commander of the army? She answered, I dwell among my own people. 14And he said, What then is to be done for her? Gehazi answered, Well, she has no son, and her husband is old. 15He said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the doorway. 16And he said, At this season, labout this time next year, you shall embrace a son. And she said, No, my lord, gO man of God; mdo not lie to your servant. 17But the woman conceived, and she bore a son about that time lthe following spring, as Elisha had said to her.

Elisha Raises the Shunammites Son

 18When the child had grown, he went out one day to his father among the reapers. 19And he said to his father, Oh, nmy head, my head! The father said to his servant, Carry him to his mother. 20And when he had lifted him and brought him to his mother, the child sat on her lap till noon, and then he died. 21And she went up oand laid him on the bed of the gman of God and shut the door behind him and went out. 22Then she called to her husband and said, Send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, that I may quickly go to gthe man of God and come back again. 23And he said, Why will you go to him today? It is neither pnew moon nor Sabbath. She said, All is well. 24Then she saddled the donkey, and she said to her servant, Urge the animal on; do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you. 25So she set out and came to the man of God qat Mount Carmel.

When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, Look, there is the Shunammite. 26Run at once to meet her and say to her, Is all well with you? Is all well with your husband? Is all well with the child? And she answered, All is well. 27And when she came rto the mountain to the man of God, she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi came to push her away. But the man of God said, Leave her alone, for she is in bitter distress, and the LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me. 28Then she said, Did I ask my lord for a son? sDid I not say, Do not deceive me? 29He said to Gehazi, tTie up your garment and utake my staff in your hand and go. If you meet anyone, vdo not greet him, and if anyone greets you, do not reply. And ulay my staff on the face of the child. 30Then the mother of the child said, wAs the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. So he arose and followed her. 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. Therefore he returned to meet him and told him, The child xhas not awakened.

 32When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. 33So he went in and yshut the door behind the two of them zand prayed to the LORD. 34Then he went up and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. And as ahe stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm. 35Then he got up again and walked once back and forth in the house, and went up aand stretched himself upon him. The child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36Then he summoned Gehazi and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, Pick up your son. 37She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. bThen she picked up her son and went out.

Elisha Purifies the Deadly Stew

 38And Elisha came again to cGilgal when dthere was a famine in the land. And as ethe sons of the prophets fwere sitting before him, he said to his servant, gSet on the large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the prophets. 39One of them went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds, and came and cut them up into the pot of stew, not knowing what they were. 40And they poured out some for the men to eat. But while they were eating of the stew, they cried out, O man of God, there is death in the pot! And they could not eat it. 41He said, Then bring flour. hAnd he threw it into the pot and said, Pour some out for the men, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.

 42A man came from iBaal-shalishah, jbringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And Elisha said, kGive to the men, that they may eat. 43But his servant said, How can I set this before a hundred men? So he repeated, Give them to the men, that they may eat, for thus says the LORD, They shall eat and have some left. 44So he set it before them. And they ate and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

Naaman Healed of Leprosy

 2 KINGS 5 lNaaman, mcommander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.[1] 2Now the Syrians on none of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naamans wife. 3She said to her mistress, Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy. 4So Naaman went in and told his lord, Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel. 5And the king of Syria said, Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.

So he went, otaking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels[2] of gold, and ten pchanges of clothing. 6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy. 7And when the king of Israel read the letter, qhe tore his clothes and said, rAm I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only sconsider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.

 8But when Elisha the tman of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel. 9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elishas house. 10And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, uGo and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean. 11But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12Are not Abana[3] and Pharpar, the rivers of vDamascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants came near and said to him, wMy father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, Wash, and be clean? 14So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, xand his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, yand he was clean.

Gehazis Greed and Punishment

 15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. And he said, Behold, I know that zthere is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so aaccept now a present from your servant. 16But he said, bAs the LORD lives, before whom I stand, cI will receive none. And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 17Then Naaman said, If not, please let there be given to your servant two mule loads of earth, for from now on your servant will not offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god but the LORD. 18In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the house of dRimmon to worship there, eleaning on my arm, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in this matter. 19He said to him, fGo in peace.

But when Naaman had gone from him a short distance, 20gGehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, See, my master has spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not accepting from his hand what he brought. hAs the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something from him. 21So Gehazi followed Naaman. And when Naaman saw someone running after him, he got down from the chariot to meet him and said, iIs all well? 22And he said, All is well. My master has sent me to say, There have just now come to me from jthe hill country of Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets. Please give them a talent of silver and ktwo changes of clothing. 23And Naaman said, lBe pleased to accept two talents. And he urged him and tied up two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of clothing, and laid them on two of his servants. And they carried them before Gehazi. 24And when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand and put them in the house, and he sent the men away, and they departed. 25He went in and stood before his master, and Elisha said to him, Where have you been, Gehazi? And he said, Your servant went nowhere. 26But he said to him, Did not my heart go when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? Was it a time to accept money and garments, olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male servants and female servants? 27Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and to your descendants forever. So he went out from his presence ma leper, like snow.

The Axe Head Recovered

 2 KINGS 6 Now nthe sons of the prophets said to Elisha, See, the place where we dwell under your charge is too small for us. 2Let us go to the Jordan and each of us get there a log, and let us make a place for us to dwell there. And he answered, Go. 3Then one of them said, Be pleased to go with your servants. And he answered, I will go. 4So he went with them. And when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 5But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into the water, and he cried out, Alas, my master! It was borrowed. 6Then the man of God said, Where did it fall? When he showed him the place, ohe cut off a stick and threw it in there and made the iron float. 7And he said, Take it up. So he reached out his hand and took it.

Horses and Chariots of Fire

 8Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, saying, At such and such a place shall be my camp. 9But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going down there. 10And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so that he saved himself there more than once or twice.

 11And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his servants and said to them, Will you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel? 12And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom. 13And he said, Go and see where he is, that I may send and seize him. It was told him, Behold, he is in pDothan. 14So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and they came by night and surrounded the city.

 15When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, Alas, my master! What shall we do? 16He said, Do not be afraid, qfor those who are with us are more than those who are with them. 17Then Elisha prayed and said, O LORD, please ropen his eyes that he may see. So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of shorses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to the LORD and said, Please strike this people with blindness. tSo he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha. 19And Elisha said to them, This is not the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek. And he led them to Samaria.

 20As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, O LORD, ropen the eyes of these men, that they may see. So the LORD opened their eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. 21As soon as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, uMy father, shall I strike them down? Shall I strike them down? 22He answered, You shall not strike them down. Would you strike down those whom you have taken captive vwith your sword and with your bow? wSet bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their master. 23So he prepared for them a great feast, and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. And the Syrians did not come again xon raids into the land of Israel.

Ben-hadads Siege of Samaria

 24Afterward yBen-hadad king of Syria mustered his entire army and went up and besieged Samaria. 25And there was a great famine in Samaria, as they besieged it, until a donkeys head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and the fourth part of a kab[1] of doves dung for five shekels of silver. 26Now as the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him, saying, Help, my lord, O king! 27And he said, If the LORD will not help you, how shall I help you? From the threshing floor, or from the winepress? 28And the king asked her, What is your trouble? She answered, This woman said to me, Give your son, that we may eat him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow. 29zSo we boiled my son and ate him. And on the next day I said to her, Give your son, that we may eat him. But she has hidden her son. 30When the king heard the words of the woman, ahe tore his clothesnow he was passing by on the walland the people looked, and behold, ahe had sackcloth beneath on his body 31and he said, bMay God do so to me and more also, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on his shoulders today.

 32Elisha was sitting in his house, cand the elders were sitting with him. Now the king had dispatched a man from his presence, but before the messenger arrived Elisha said to the elders, Do you see how this dmurderer has sent to take off my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door and hold the door fast against him. Is not the sound of his masters feet behind him? 33And while he was still speaking with them, the messenger came down to him and said, This trouble is from the LORD! eWhy should I wait for the LORD any longer?

Elisha Promises Food

 2 KINGS 7 But Elisha said, Hear the word of the LORD: thus says the LORD, fTomorrow about this time a seah[1] of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel,[2] and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria. 2Then gthe captain on whose hand the king leaned said to the man of God, hIf the LORD himself should make windows in heaven, could this thing be? But he said, You shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.

The Syrians Flee

 3Now there were four men who were lepers[3] iat the entrance to the gate. And they said to one another, Why are we sitting here until we die? 4If we say, Let us enter the city, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die. 5So they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. But when they came to the edge of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no one there. 6For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians jhear the sound of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they said to one another, Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us kthe kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to come against us. 7lSo they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their tents, their horses, and their donkeys, leaving the camp as it was, and fled for their lives. 8And when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, they went into a tent and ate and drank, and they carried off silver and gold and clothing and went and hid them. Then they came back and entered another tent and carried off things from it and went and hid them.

 9Then they said to one another, We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news. If we are silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come; let us go and tell the kings household. 10So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city and told them, We came to the camp of the Syrians, and behold, there was no one to be seen or heard there, nothing but the horses tied and the donkeys tied and the tents as they were. 11Then the gatekeepers called out, and it was told within the kings household. 12And the king rose in the night and said to his servants, I will tell you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are hungry. Therefore they have gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the open country, thinking, When they come out of the city, we shall take them alive and get into the city. 13And one of his servants said, Let some men take five of the remaining horses, seeing that those who are left here will fare like the whole multitude of Israel who have already perished. Let us send and see. 14So they took two horsemen, and the king sent them after the army of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. 15So they went after them as far as the Jordan, and behold, all the way was littered with garments and equipment that the Syrians had thrown away in their haste. And the messengers returned and told the king.

 16Then the people went out and plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, maccording to the word of the LORD. 17Now the king had appointed nthe captain on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate. And the people trampled him in the gate, so that he died, as the man of God had said owhen the king came down to him. 18For when the man of God had said to the king, Two seahs of barley shall be sold for a shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, about this time tomorrow in the gate of Samaria, 19nthe captain had answered the man of God, If the LORD himself should make windows in heaven, could such a thing be? And he had said, pYou shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it. 20And so it happened to him, for the people trampled him in the gate and he died.

The Shunammites Land Restored

 2 KINGS 8 Now Elisha had said to the woman qwhose son he had restored to life, Arise, and depart with your household, and sojourn wherever you can, for the LORD rhas called for a famine, and it will come upon the land for sseven years. 2So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of God. She went with her household and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years. 3And at the end of the seven years, when the woman returned from the land of the Philistines, she went to appeal to the king for her house and her land. 4Now the king was talking with tGehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me all the great things that Elisha has done. 5And while he was telling the king how qElisha had restored the dead to life, behold, the woman whose son he had restored to life appealed to the king for her house and her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O king, here is the woman, and here is her son whom Elisha restored to life. 6And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed an official for her, saying, Restore all that was hers, together with all the produce of the fields from the day that she left the land until now.

Hazael Murders Ben-hadad

 7Now Elisha came to uDamascus. vBen-hadad the king of Syria was sick. And when it was told him, The man of God has come here, 8the king said to wHazael, xTake a present with you and go to meet the man of God, yand inquire of the LORD through him, saying, Shall I recover from this sickness? 9So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, all kinds of goods of Damascus, forty camels loads. When he came and stood before him, he said, zYour son Ben-hadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, Shall I recover from this sickness? 10And Elisha said to him, aGo, say to him, You shall certainly recover, but[1] the LORD has shown me that bhe shall certainly die. 11And he fixed his gaze and stared at him, cuntil he was embarrassed. And the man of God wept. 12And Hazael said, Why does my lord weep? He answered, Because I know dthe evil that you will do to the people of Israel. You will set on fire their fortresses, and you will kill their young men with the sword eand dash in pieces their little ones and rip open their pregnant women. 13And Hazael said, What is your servant, fwho is but a dog, that he should do this great thing? Elisha answered, gThe LORD has shown me that you are to be king over Syria. 14Then he departed from Elisha and came to his master, who said to him, What did Elisha say to you? And he answered, He told me hthat you would certainly recover. 15But the next day he took the bed cloth[2] and dipped it in water and spread it over his face, till he died. And Hazael became king in his place.

Jehoram Reigns in Judah

 16In the fifth year of iJoram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, when Jehoshaphat was king of Judah,[3] Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, began to reign. 17He was jthirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 18And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, for kthe daughter of Ahab was his wife. And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 19Yet the LORD was not willing to destroy Judah, for the sake of David his servant, lsince he promised to give ma lamp to him and to his sons forever.

 20In his days Edom revolted from the rule of Judah and set up na king of their own. 21Then Joram[4] passed over to Zair with all his chariots and rose by night, and he and his chariot commanders struck the Edomites who had surrounded him, but his army ofled home. 22pSo Edom revolted from the rule of Judah to this day. Then qLibnah revolted at the same time. 23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 24So Joram slept with his fathers and was buried rwith his fathers in the city of David, and sAhaziah his son reigned in his place.

Ahaziah Reigns in Judah

 25tIn the utwelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign. 26Ahaziah was vtwenty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Athaliah; she was wa granddaughter of Omri king of Israel. 27He also walked in the way of the house of Ahab and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as the house of Ahab had done, for he was son-in-law to the house of Ahab.

 28He went with Joram the son of Ahab to make war against xHazael king of Syria at yRamoth-gilead, and the Syrians wounded Joram. 29zAnd King Joram returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the Syrians had given him at aRamah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And bAhaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

Jehu Anointed King of Israel

 2 KINGS 9 Then Elisha the prophet called one of cthe sons of the prophets and said to him, dTie up your garments, and take this eflask of oil in your hand, and go to fRamoth-gilead. 2And when you arrive, look there for Jehu gthe son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. And go in and have him rise from among hhis fellows, and lead him to an inner chamber. 3Then take the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, Thus says the LORD, iI anoint you king over Israel. Then open the door and flee; do not linger.

 4So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 5And when he came, behold, the commanders of the army were in council. And he said, I have a word for you, O commander. And Jehu said, To which of us all? And he said, To you, O commander. 6So he arose and went into the house. And the young man poured the oil on his head, saying to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, iI anoint you king over the people of the LORD, over Israel. 7And you shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, so that I may avenge jon Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD. 8For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, kand I will cut off from Ahab levery male, mbond or free, in Israel. 9And I will make the house of Ahab like nthe house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like othe house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10pAnd the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and none shall bury her. Then he opened the door and fled.

 11When Jehu came out to the servants of his master, they said to him, qIs all well? Why did rthis mad fellow come to you? And he said to them, You know the fellow and his talk. 12And they said, That is not true; tell us now. And he said, Thus and so he spoke to me, saying, Thus says the LORD, I anoint you king over Israel. 13Then in haste severy man of them took his garment and put it under him on the bare[1] steps, and they blew the trumpet and proclaimed, tJehu is king.

Jehu Assassinates Joram and Ahaziah

 14Thus Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (uNow Joram with all Israel had been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against vHazael king of Syria, 15wbut King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the Syrians had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, If this is your decision, then let no one slip out of the city to go and tell the news in Jezreel. 16Then Jehu mounted his chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to visit Joram.

 17Now the watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel, and he saw the company of Jehu as he came and said, I see a company. And Joram said, Take a horseman and send to meet them, and let him say, Is it peace? 18So a man on horseback went to meet him and said, Thus says the king, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What do you have to do with peace? Turn around and ride behind me. And the watchman reported, saying, The messenger reached them, but he is not coming back. 19Then he sent out a second horseman, who came to them and said, Thus the king has said, Is it peace? And Jehu answered, What do you have to do with peace? Turn around and ride behind me. 20Again the watchman reported, He reached them, but he is not coming back. And the driving xis like the driving of Jehu ythe son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.

 21Joram said, zMake ready. And they made ready his chariot. aThen Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah set out, each in his chariot, and went to meet Jehu, and met him bat the property of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, Is it peace, Jehu? He answered, What peace can there be, so long as cthe whorings and the sorceries of your mother Jezebel are so many? 23Then Joram reined about and fled, saying to Ahaziah, Treachery, O Ahaziah! 24And Jehu drew his bow with his full strength, and shot Joram between the shoulders, so that the arrow pierced his heart, and he sank in his chariot. 25Jehu said to Bidkar dhis aide, Take him up and throw him bon the plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. For remember, when you and I rode side by side behind Ahab his father, how ethe LORD made this fpronouncement against him: 26As surely as I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sonsdeclares the LORDI will repay you on this plot of ground. Now therefore take him up and throw him on the plot of ground, in accordance with the word of the LORD.

 27gWhen Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled in the direction of Beth-haggan. And Jehu pursued him and said, Shoot him also. And they shot him[2] in the chariot at the ascent of Gur, which is by hIbleam. And he fled to hMegiddo and died there. 28iHis servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the city of David.

 29In the jeleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign over Judah.

Jehu Executes Jezebel

 30When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it. And kshe painted her eyes and adorned her head and looked out of the window. 31And as Jehu entered the gate, she said, lIs it peace, you Zimri, murderer of your master? 32And he lifted up his face to the window and said, Who is on my side? Who? Two or three eunuchs looked out at him. 33He said, Throw her down. So they threw her down. And some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the horses, and they trampled on her. 34Then he went in and ate and drank. And he said, See now to this cursed woman and bury her, mfor she is a kings daughter. 35But when they went to bury her, they found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36When they came back and told him, he said, This is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his servant Elijah the Tishbite: nIn the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel, 37and the corpse of Jezebel shall be oas dung on the face of the field in the territory of Jezreel, so that no one can say, This is Jezebel.

Jehu Slaughters Ahabs Descendants

 2 KINGS 10 Now Ahab had seventy sons in pSamaria. So Jehu wrote letters and sent them to Samaria, to the rulers of the city,[1] to the elders, and to qthe guardians of the sons[2] of Ahab, saying, 2Now then, as soon as this letter comes to you, seeing your masters sons are with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, fortified cities also, and weapons, 3select the best and fittest of your masters sons and set him on his fathers throne and fight for your masters house. 4But they were exceedingly afraid and said, Behold, the two kings could not stand before him. How then can we stand? 5So he who was over the palace, and he who was over the city, together with the elders and the guardians, sent to Jehu, saying, rWe are your servants, and we will do all that you tell us. We will not make anyone king. Do whatever is good in your eyes. 6Then he wrote to them a second letter, saying, If you are on my side, and if you are ready to obey me, take the heads of your masters sons and come to me at Jezreel tomorrow at this time. Now the kings sons, seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, qwho were bringing them up. 7And as soon as the letter came to them, they took the kings sons sand slaughtered them, seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets and sent them to him at Jezreel. 8When the messenger came and told him, They have brought the heads of the kings sons, he said, Lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until the morning. 9Then in the morning, when he went out, he stood and said to all the people, You are innocent. tIt was I who conspired against my master and killed him, but who struck down all these? 10Know then that there shall ufall to the earth nothing of the word of the LORD, which the LORD spoke concerning the house of Ahab, for the LORD has done vwhat he said by his servant Elijah. 11So Jehu struck down all who remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, all his great men and his close friends and his priests, until he left him none remaining.

 12Then he set out and went to Samaria. On the way, when he was at Beth-eked of the Shepherds, 13Jehu met wthe relatives of Ahaziah king of Judah, and he said, Who are you? And they answered, We are the relatives of Ahaziah, and we came down to visit the royal princes and the sons of the queen mother. 14He said, Take them alive. And they took them alive and slaughtered them at the pit of Beth-eked, forty-two persons, and he spared none of them.

 15And when he departed from there, he met xJehonadab the son of yRechab coming to meet him. And he greeted him and said to him, Is your heart true to my heart as mine is to yours? And Jehonadab answered, It is. Jehu said,[3] If it is, zgive me your hand. So he gave him his hand. And Jehu took him up with him into the chariot. 16And he said, Come with me, and see amy zeal for the LORD. So he[4] had him ride in his chariot. 17And when he came to Samaria, bhe struck down all who remained to Ahab in Samaria, till he had wiped them out, according to the word of the LORD vthat he spoke to Elijah.

Jehu Strikes Down the Prophets of Baal

 18Then Jehu assembled all the people and said to them, cAhab served Baal a little, but Jehu will serve him much. 19Now therefore call to me all the dprophets of Baal, all his worshipers and all his priests. Let none be missing, for I have a great sacrifice to offer to Baal. Whoever is missing shall not live. But Jehu did it with cunning in order to destroy the worshipers of Baal. 20And Jehu ordered, eSanctify fa solemn assembly for Baal. So gthey proclaimed it. 21And Jehu sent throughout all Israel, and all the worshipers of Baal came, so that there was not a man left who did not come. And they entered hthe house of Baal, and the house of Baal was filled from one end to the other. 22He said to him who was in charge of the wardrobe, Bring out the vestments for all the worshipers of Baal. So he brought out the vestments for them. 23Then Jehu went into the house of Baal with Jehonadab the son of Rechab, and he said to the worshipers of Baal, Search, and see that there is no servant of the LORD here among you, but only the worshipers of Baal. 24Then they[5] went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings.

Now Jehu had stationed eighty men outside and said, The man who allows any of those whom I give into your hands to escape ishall forfeit his life. 25So as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and to the officers, jGo in and strike them down; let not a man escape. So when they put them to the sword, the guard and the officers cast them out and went into the inner room of the house of Baal, 26and they brought out the kpillar that was in hthe house of Baal and burned it. 27And they demolished the kpillar of Baal, and demolished the house of Baal, and made it la latrine to this day.

Jehu Reigns in Israel

 28Thus Jehu wiped out Baal from Israel. 29But Jehu did not turn aside from mthe sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, nwhich he made Israel to sinthat is, the golden calves that were in Bethel and in Dan. 30And the LORD said to Jehu, Because you have done well in carrying out what is right in my eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab according to all that was in my heart, oyour sons of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel. 31But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the LORD, the God of Israel, with all his heart. pHe did not turn from the sins of Jeroboam, which he made Israel to sin.

 32In those days the LORD qbegan to cut off parts of Israel. rHazael defeated them throughout the territory of Israel: 33from the Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from sAroer, which is by the Valley of the Arnon, that is, tGilead and Bashan. 34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu and all that he did, and all his might, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 35So Jehu slept with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his place. 36The time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

Athaliah Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 11 uNow when vAthaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal family. 2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took wJoash the son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the kings sons who were being put to death, and she put[1] him and his nurse in a bedroom. Thus they[2] hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not put to death. 3And he remained with her six years, hidden in the house of the LORD, while Athaliah reigned over the land.

Joash Anointed King in Judah

 4xBut in the seventh year yJehoiada sent and brought the captains of zthe Carites and of the guards, and had them come to him in the house of the LORD. And he made a covenant with them and put them under oath in the house of the LORD, and he showed them the kings son. 5And he commanded them, This is the thing that you shall do: one third of you, athose who come off duty on the Sabbath and guard the kings house 6(banother third being at the gate Sur and a third at the gate behind the guards) shall guard the palace.[3] 7And the two divisions of you, which come on duty in force on the Sabbath and guard the house of the LORD on behalf of the king, 8shall surround the king, each with his weapons in his hand. And whoever approaches the ranks is to be put to death. Be with the king cwhen he goes out and when he comes in.

 9The captains did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded, and they each brought his men who were to go off duty on the Sabbath, with those who were to come on duty on the Sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the priest. 10And the priest gave to the captains the spears and dshields that had been King Davids, which were in the house of the LORD. 11And the guards stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, from the south side of the house to the north side of the house, around the altar and the house on behalf of the king. 12Then he brought out the kings son and put ethe crown on him and gave him fthe testimony. And they proclaimed him king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands and said, gLong live the king!

 13When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she went into the house of the LORD to the people. 14And when she looked, there was the king standing hby the pillar, according to the custom, and the captains and the trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of the land rejoicing and iblowing trumpets. And Athaliah jtore her clothes and cried, Treason! Treason! 15Then Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains who were set over the army, Bring her out between the ranks, and put to death with the sword anyone who follows her. For the priest said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the LORD. 16So they laid hands on her; and she went through the horses entrance to the kings house, and there she was put to death.

 17And Jehoiada kmade a covenant between the LORD and the king and people, that they should be the LORDs people, and also lbetween the king and the people. 18Then all the people of the land went to mthe house of Baal and tore it down; nhis altars and his images they broke in pieces, and they killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest posted watchmen over the house of the LORD. 19And he took the captains, othe Carites, the guards, and all the people of the land, and they brought the king down from the house of the LORD, marching through pthe gate of the guards to the kings house. And he took his seat on the throne of the kings. 20So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet after Athaliah had been put to death with the sword at the kings house.

Jehoash Reigns in Judah

 21[4] qJehoash[5] was seven years old when he began to reign.

 2 KINGS 12 In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash[1] began to reign, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2And Jehoash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all his days, because Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 3Nevertheless, rthe high places were not taken away; the people continued to sacrifice and make offerings on the high places.

Jehoash Repairs the Temple

 4Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the holy things sthat is brought into the house of the LORD, the money for which each man is assessedthe money from the assessment of personsand tthe money that a mans heart prompts him to bring into the house of the LORD, 5let the priests take, each from his donor, and let them repair the house wherever any need of repairs is discovered. 6But by the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, the priests had made no repairs on the house. 7Therefore King Jehoash summoned Jehoiada the priest and the other priests and said to them, Why are you not repairing the house? Now therefore take no more money from your donors, but hand it over for the repair of the house. 8So the priests agreed that they should take no more money from the people, and that they should not repair the house.

 9Then Jehoiada the priest took ua chest and bored a hole in the lid of it and set it beside the altar on the right side as one entered the house of the LORD. And the priests who guarded the threshold put in it all the money that was brought into the house of the LORD. 10And whenever they saw that there was much money in the chest, the kings secretary and the high priest came up and they bagged and counted vthe money that was found in the house of the LORD. 11Then they would give the money that was weighed out into the hands of the workmen who had the oversight of the house of the LORD. And they paid it out to the carpenters and the builders who worked on the house of the LORD, 12and wto the masons and the stonecutters, as well as to buy timber and quarried stone for making repairs on the house of the LORD, and for any outlay for the repairs of the house. 13xBut there were not made for the house of the LORD ybasins of silver, snuffers, bowls, trumpets, or any vessels of gold, or of silver, from the money that was brought into the house of the LORD, 14for that was given to the workmen who were repairing the house of the LORD with it. 15And zthey did not ask for an accounting from the men into whose hand they delivered the money to pay out to the workmen, for they dealt honestly. 16The money from athe guilt offerings and the money from the bsin offerings was not brought into the house of the LORD; cit belonged to the priests.

 17At that time dHazael king of Syria went up and fought against Gath and took it. But when Hazael set his face eto go up against Jerusalem, 18Jehoash king of Judah ftook all the sacred gifts that Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah his fathers, the kings of Judah, had dedicated, gand his own sacred gifts, and all the gold that was found in the treasuries of the house of the LORD and of the kings house, and sent these to Hazael king of Syria. Then Hazael went away from Jerusalem.

The Death of Joash

 19Now the rest of the acts of Joash and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 20hHis servants arose and made a conspiracy iand struck down Joash in the house of jMillo, on the way that goes down to Silla. 21It was kJozacar the son of Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of kShomer, his servants, who struck him down, so that he died. And they buried him with his fathers in the city of David, land Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

	

Jehoahaz Reigns in Israel

 2 KINGS 13 In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years. 2He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, mwhich he made Israel to sin; he did not depart from them. 3nAnd the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them continually into the hand of oHazael king of Syria and into the hand of pBen-hadad the son of Hazael. 4Then Jehoahaz qsought the favor of the LORD, and the LORD listened to him, rfor he saw the oppression of Israel, how the king of Syria oppressed them. 5(Therefore the LORD gave Israel sa savior, so that they escaped from the hand of the Syrians, and the people of Israel lived in ttheir homes as formerly. 6Nevertheless, they did not depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, mwhich he made Israel to sin, but walked[1] in them; and uthe Asherah also remained in Samaria.) 7For there was not left to Jehoahaz an army of more than fifty horsemen and ten chariots and ten thousand footmen, for the king of Syria had destroyed them and made them like the dust vat threshing. 8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz and all that he did, and his might, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 9So Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria, and Joash his son reigned in his place.

Jehoash Reigns in Israel

 10In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash[2] the son of Jehoahaz began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned sixteen years. 11He also did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, mwhich he made Israel to sin, but he walked in them. 12wNow the rest of the acts of Joash xand all that he did, yand the might with which he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 13So Joash slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam sat on his throne. And Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

The Death of Elisha

 14Now when Elisha had fallen sick with the illness of which he was to die, Joash king of Israel went down to him and wept before him, crying, zMy father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen! 15And Elisha said to him, Take a bow and arrows. So he took a bow and arrows. 16Then he said to the king of Israel, Draw the bow, and he drew it. And Elisha laid his hands on the kings hands. 17And he said, Open the window eastward, and he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot, and he shot. And he said, The LORDs arrow of victory, the arrow of victory over Syria! For you shall fight the Syrians in aAphek until you have made an end of them. 18And he said, Take the arrows, and he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, Strike the ground with them. And he struck three times and stopped. 19Then bthe man of God was angry with him and said, You should have struck five or six times; then you would have struck down Syria until you had made an end of it, but now you will strike down Syria only cthree times.

 20So Elisha died, and they buried him. Now bands of dMoabites used to invade the land in the spring of the year. 21And as a man was being buried, behold, a marauding band was seen and the man was thrown into the grave of Elisha, and as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.

 22eNow Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 23fBut the LORD was gracious to them and had compassion on them, gand he turned toward them, hbecause of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, nor has he cast them from his presence until now.

 24When Hazael king of Syria died, Ben-hadad his son became king in his place. 25Then Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again from Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities ithat he had taken from Jehoahaz his father in war. jThree times Joash defeated him and recovered the cities of Israel.

Amaziah Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 14 kIn the lsecond year of Joash the son of Joahaz, king of Israel, mAmaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, began to reign. 2He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem. 3And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not like David his father. He did in all things as Joash his father had done. 4nBut the high places were not removed; othe people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. 5And as soon as the royal power was pfirmly in his hand, he struck down his servants qwho had struck down the king his father. 6But he did not put to death the children of the murderers, according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, where the LORD commanded, rFathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers. But each one shall die for his own sin.

 7sHe struck down ten thousand Edomites in tthe Valley of Salt and took uSela by storm, and called it vJoktheel, which is its name to this day.

 8wThen Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash[1] the son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, xlet us look one another in the face. 9And Jehoash king of Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah, yA thistle on Lebanon sent to a cedar on Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter to my son for a wife, and a wild beast of Lebanon passed by and trampled down the thistle. 10You have indeed zstruck down Edom, aand your heart has lifted you up. Be content with your glory, and stay at home, for why should you provoke trouble so that you fall, you and Judah with you?

 11But Amaziah would not listen. So Jehoash king of Israel went up, and he and Amaziah king of Judah xfaced one another in battle at bBeth-shemesh, which belongs to Judah. 12And Judah was defeated by Israel, cand every man fled to his home. 13And Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem and broke down the wall of Jerusalem for four hundred cubits,[2] from dthe Ephraim Gate to ethe Corner Gate. 14And he seized fall the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the kings house, also hostages, and he returned to Samaria.

 15gNow the rest of the acts of Jehoash that he did, and his might, and how he fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 16And Jehoash slept with his fathers and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel, and Jeroboam his son reigned in his place.

 17hAmaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18Now the rest of the deeds of Amaziah, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 19And they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to iLachish. But they sent after him to Lachish and put him to death there. 20And they brought him on horses; and he was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of David. 21And all the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah. 22He built jElath and restored it to Judah, after the king slept with his fathers.

Jeroboam II Reigns in Israel

 23In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, began to reign in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. 24And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, kwhich he made Israel to sin. 25lHe restored the border of Israel mfrom Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of nthe Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant oJonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from pGath-hepher. 26For the LORD qsaw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter, rfor there was none left, bond or free, and there was none to help Israel. 27sBut the LORD had not said that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, so he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.

 28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam and all that he did, and his might, how he fought, and how he restored tDamascus and uHamath to Judah in Israel, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 29And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, the kings of Israel, and Zechariah his son reigned in his place.

Azariah Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 15 vIn the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, wAzariah the son of Amaziah, king of Judah, began to reign. 2He was xsixteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 3And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 4yNevertheless, the high places were not taken away. The people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. 5zAnd the LORD touched the king, so that he was a leper[1] to the day of his death, aand he lived in a separate house.[2] And Jotham the kings son was over the household, governing the people of the land. 6Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 7And Azariah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers bin the city of David, and Jotham his son reigned in his place.

Zechariah Reigns in Israel

 8In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six months. 9And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done. He did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, cwhich he made Israel to sin. 10Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him and dstruck him down at Ibleam and put him to death and reigned in his place. 11Now the rest of the deeds of Zechariah, behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 12(This was ethe promise of the LORD that he gave to Jehu, Your sons shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.)

Shallum Reigns in Israel

 13Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the thirty-ninth year of fUzziah[3] king of Judah, and he reigned one month in gSamaria. 14Then Menahem the son of Gadi came up from hTirzah and came to Samaria, and he struck down Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria and put him to death and reigned in his place. 15Now the rest of the deeds of Shallum, and the conspiracy that he made, behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 16At that time Menahem sacked Tiphsah and all who were in it and its territory from Tirzah on, because they did not open it to him. Therefore he sacked it, iand he ripped open all the women in it who were pregnant.

Menahem Reigns in Israel

 17In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi began to reign over Israel, and he reigned ten years in Samaria. 18And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart all his days from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 19jPul[4] the king of Assyria came against the land, and Menahem gave jPul a thousand talents[5] of silver, that he might help him kto confirm his hold on the royal power. 20Menahem exacted the money from Israel, that is, from all the wealthy men, fifty shekels[6] of silver from every man, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back and did not stay there in the land. 21Now the rest of the deeds of Menahem and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 22And Menahem slept with his fathers, and Pekahiah his son reigned in his place.

Pekahiah Reigns in Israel

 23In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned two years. 24And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, cwhich he made Israel to sin. 25And Pekah the son of Remaliah, his captain, conspired against him with fifty men of the people of Gilead, and struck him down in Samaria, in the citadel of the kings house with Argob and Arieh; he put him to death and reigned in his place. 26Now the rest of the deeds of Pekahiah and all that he did, behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.

Pekah Reigns in Israel

 27In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned twenty years. 28And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, lwhich he made Israel to sin.

 29In the days of Pekah king of Israel, mTiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured nIjon, oAbel-beth-maacah, Janoah, pKedesh, qHazor, Gilead, and rGalilee, all the land of Naphtali, and he carried the people captive to Assyria. 30Then Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah and struck him down and put him to death and reigned in his place, sin the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah. 31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah and all that he did, behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.

Jotham Reigns in Judah

 32In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign. 33He was ttwenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok. 34And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, uaccording to all that his father Uzziah had done. 35vNevertheless, the high places were not removed. The people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. He built wthe upper gate of the house of the LORD. 36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 37In those days the LORD began to send xRezin the king of Syria and xPekah the son of Remaliah against Judah. 38Jotham slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father, and Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

Ahaz Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 16 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah, began to reign. 2Ahaz was ytwenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God, as his father David had done, 3but he walked in the way of the kings of Israel. zHe even burned his son as an offering,[1] aaccording to the despicable practices of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 4bAnd he sacrificed and made offerings con the high places and on the hills and under every green tree.

 5dThen Rezin king of Syria and dPekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to wage war on Jerusalem, and they besieged Ahaz ebut could not conquer him. 6At that time Rezin the king of Syria recovered fElath for Syria and drove the men of Judah from fElath, and the Edomites came to Elath, where they dwell to this day. 7gSo Ahaz sent messengers to hTiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, I am your servant and your son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me. 8Ahaz also itook the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasures of the kings house and sent a present to the king of Assyria. 9jAnd the king of Assyria listened to him. The king of Assyria marched up against Damascus kand took it, carrying its people captive to lKir, and he killed Rezin.

 10When King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet mTiglath-pileser king of Assyria, he saw the altar that was at Damascus. And King Ahaz sent to nUriah the priest a model of the altar, and its pattern, exact in all its details. 11And Uriah the priest built the altar; in accordance with all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus, so Uriah the priest made it, before King Ahaz arrived from Damascus. 12And when the king came from Damascus, the king viewed the altar. oThen the king drew near to the altar and went up on it 13and burned his burnt offering and his grain offering and poured his drink offering and threw the blood of his peace offerings on the altar. 14And pthe bronze altar that was before the LORD he removed qfrom the front of the house, from the place between rhis altar and the house of the LORD, and put it on the north side of rhis altar. 15And King Ahaz commanded Uriah the priest, saying, On the great altar burn sthe morning burnt offering and the evening grain offering and the kings burnt offering and his grain offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, and their grain offering and their drink offering. And throw on it all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the sacrifice, but tthe bronze altar shall be for me to inquire by. 16Uriah the priest did all this, as King Ahaz commanded.

 17And King Ahaz cut off the frames of the stands and removed the basin from them, and he took down uthe sea[2] from off the bronze oxen that were under it and put it on a stone pedestal. 18And the covered way for the Sabbath that had been built inside the house and the outer entrance for the king he caused to go around the house of the LORD, because of the king of Assyria. 19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz that he did, are they not written vin the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 20And Ahaz slept with his fathers and wwas buried with his fathers in the city of David, and Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

Hoshea Reigns in Israel

 2 KINGS 17 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, xHoshea the son of Elah began to reign in Samaria over Israel, and he reigned nine years. 2And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, yet not as the kings of Israel who were before him. 3yAgainst him came up zShalmaneser king of Assyria. And Hoshea became his vassal and paid him tribute. 4But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea, for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year. Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison. 5Then the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria, and for three years he besieged it.

The Fall of Israel

 6In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria acaptured Samaria, band he carried the Israelites away to Assyria cand placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of dGozan, and in the cities of ethe Medes.

Exile Because of Idolatry

 7And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, fwho had brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods 8gand walked in the customs of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel, hand in the customs that the kings of Israel had practiced. 9And the people of Israel did secretly against the LORD their God things that were not right. They built for themselves high places in all their towns, ifrom watchtower to fortified city. 10They set up for themselves jpillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree, 11and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the nations did whom the LORD carried away before them. And they did wicked things, provoking the LORD to anger, 12and they served idols, kof which the LORD had said to them, You shall not do this. 13Yet the LORD lwarned Israel and Judah mby every prophet nand every seer, saying, oTurn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets.

 14But they would not listen, pbut were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not believe in the LORD their God. 15They despised his statutes qand his covenant that he made with their fathers and the warnings that he gave them. They went after rfalse idols sand became false, and they followed the nations that were around them, concerning whom the tLORD had commanded them that they should not do like them. 16And they abandoned all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made for themselves metal images of utwo calves; and they vmade an Asherah and wworshiped all the host of heaven and served xBaal. 17yAnd they burned their sons and their daughters as offerings[1] and used zdivination and aomens and bsold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 18Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight. None was left but cthe tribe of Judah only.

 19dJudah also did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the customs that Israel had introduced. 20And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel and afflicted them eand gave them into the hand of plunderers, until he had cast them out of his sight.

 21fWhen he had torn Israel from the house of David, gthey made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. And Jeroboam drove Israel from following the LORD hand made them commit great sin. 22The people of Israel walked in all the sins that Jeroboam did. They did not depart from them, 23until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, ias he had spoken by all his servants the prophets. jSo Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria until this day.

Assyria Resettles Samaria

 24kAnd the king of Assyria brought people from lBabylon, Cuthah, mAvva, nHamath, and oSepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the people of Israel. And they took possession of Samaria and lived in its cities. 25And at the beginning of their dwelling there, they did not fear the LORD. Therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 26So the king of Assyria was told, The nations that you have carried away and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the law of the god of the land. Therefore he has sent lions among them, and behold, they are killing them, because they do not know the law of the god of the land. 27Then the king of Assyria commanded, Send there one of the priests whom you carried away from there, and let him[2] go and dwell there and teach them the law of the god of the land. 28So one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and lived in pBethel and taught them how they should fear the LORD.

 29But every nation still made gods of its own and put them qin the shrines of the high places that the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities in which they lived. 30The men of rBabylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites sburned their children in the fire to tAdrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of uSepharvaim. 32vThey also feared the LORD wand appointed from among themselves all sorts of people as priests of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of xthe high places. 33So they feared the LORD but also served their own gods, after the manner of the nations from among whom they had been carried away.

 34To this day they do according to the former manner. They do not fear the LORD, and they do not follow the statutes or the rules or the law or the commandment that the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, ywhom he named Israel. 35The LORD made a covenant with them and commanded them, zYou shall not fear other gods aor bow yourselves to them or serve them or sacrifice to them, 36but byou shall fear the LORD, cwho brought you out of the land of Egypt with great power and dwith an outstretched arm. You shall bow yourselves to him, and to him you shall sacrifice. 37And the statutes and the rules and the law and the commandment that he wrote for you, eyou shall always be careful to do. zYou shall not fear other gods, 38and fyou shall not forget the covenant that I have made with you. zYou shall not fear other gods, 39but byou shall fear the LORD your God, and he will deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies. 40However, they would not listen, but they did according to their former manner.

 41gSo these nations feared the LORD and also served their carved images. Their children did likewise, and their childrens childrenas their fathers did, so they do to this day.

Hezekiah Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 18 hIn the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, iHezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. 2He was jtwenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was kAbi the daughter of Zechariah. 3lAnd he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father had done. 4mHe removed the high places and broke the npillars and cut down othe Asherah. And he broke in pieces pthe bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it (it was called Nehushtan).[1] 5qHe trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, rso that there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were before him. 6sFor he held fast to the LORD. He did not depart from following him, but kept the commandments that the LORD commanded Moses. 7tAnd the LORD was with him; wherever he went out, uhe prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him. 8vHe struck down the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, wfrom watchtower to fortified city.

 9In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, xShalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it, 10and at the end of three years he took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11The king of Assyria carried the Israelites away to Assyria and put them in yHalah, and on the yHabor, ythe river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 12because they did not obey the voice of the LORD their God but transgressed his covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded. They neither listened nor obeyed.

Sennacherib Attacks Judah

 13zIn the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them. 14And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, I have done wrong; withdraw from me. Whatever you impose on me I will bear. aAnd the king of Assyria required of Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents[2] of silver and thirty talents of gold. 15And Hezekiah bgave him all the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the kings house. 16At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD and from the doorposts that Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria. 17And the king of Assyria sent the cTartan, the Rab-saris, and the Rabshakeh with a great army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. When they arrived, they came and stood by dthe conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway to the Washers Field. 18And when they called for the king, there came out to them eEliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and fShebnah the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder.

 19And the Rabshakeh said to them, Say to Hezekiah, Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: On what do you rest this trust of yours? 20Do you think that mere words are strategy and power for war? In whom do you now trust, that you have rebelled against me? 21Behold, you are trusting now in Egypt, that broken reed of ga staff, which will pierce the hand of any man who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him. 22But if you say to me, We trust in the LORD our God, is it not he hwhose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to Jerusalem, You shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem? 23Come now, make a wager with my master the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set riders on them. 24How then can you repulse a single captain among the least of my masters servants, when you trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 25Moreover, is it without the LORD that I have come up against this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

 26Then eEliakim the son of Hilkiah, and fShebnah, and Joah, said to the Rabshakeh, Please speak to your servants in iAramaic, for we understand it. Do not speak to us in the language of Judah within the hearing of the people who are on the wall. 27But the Rabshakeh said to them, Has my master sent me to speak these words to your master and to you, and not to the men sitting on the wall, who are doomed with you to eat their own dung and to drink their own urine?

 28Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of Judah: Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! 29Thus says the king: Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you out of my[3] hand. 30Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD by saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 31Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria: Make your peace with me[4] and come out to me. Then jeach one of you will eat of his own vine, and each one of his own fig tree, and each one of you will drink the water of his own cistern, 32until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, ka land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and lhoney, that you may live, and not die. And do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you by saying, The LORD will deliver us. 33mHas any of the gods of the nations ever delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 34nWhere are the gods of oHamath and pArpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and qIvvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 35Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their lands out of my hand, rthat the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?

 36But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the kings command was, Do not answer him. 37Then sEliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah twith their clothes torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Isaiah Reassures Hezekiah

 2 KINGS 19 uAs soon as King Hezekiah heard it, the tore his clothes and vcovered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, vcovered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz. 3They said to him, Thus says Hezekiah, This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to the point of birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth. 4wIt may be that the LORD your God heard all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent xto mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for ythe remnant that is left. 5When the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah, 6Isaiah said to them, Say to your master, Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which zthe servants of the king of Assyria have areviled me. 7Behold, I will put a spirit in him, so that bhe shall hear a rumor and return to his own land, and I will make him cfall by the sword in his own land.

Sennacherib Defies the LORD

 8The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria fighting against dLibnah, for he heard that the king had left eLachish. 9fNow the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, Behold, he has set out to fight against you. So he sent messengers again to Hezekiah, saying, 10Thus shall you speak to Hezekiah king of Judah: Do not let your God gin whom you trust deceive you by promising that hJerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, devoting them to destruction. And shall you be delivered? 12iHave the gods of the nations delivered them, the nations that my fathers destroyed, jGozan, kHaran, Rezeph, and the people of lEden who were in Telassar? 13mWhere is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah?

Hezekiahs Prayer

 14Hezekiah received nthe letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: O LORD, the God of Israel, oenthroned above the cherubim, pyou are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. 16qIncline your ear, O LORD, and hear; ropen your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent sto mock the living God. 17Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands 18and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods, tbut the work of mens hands, wood and stone. Therefore they were destroyed. 19So now, O LORD our God, save us, please, from his hand, uthat all the kingdoms of the earth may know that pyou, O LORD, are God alone.

Isaiah Prophesies Sennacheribs Fall

 20Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Your prayer to me about Sennacherib king of Assyria vI have heard. 21This is the word that the LORD has spoken concerning him:

 She despises you, she scorns you

wthe virgin daughter of Zion;

she xwags her head behind you

the daughter of Jerusalem.

 22 Whom have you ymocked and zreviled?

Against whom have you raised your voice

and lifted your eyes to the heights?

Against athe Holy One of Israel!

23 bBy your messengers you have mocked the Lord,

and you have said, cWith my many chariots

I have gone up the heights of the mountains,

to the far recesses of dLebanon;

I felled its tallest cedars,

its choicest cypresses;

I entered its farthest lodging place,

its most efruitful forest.

24 I dug wells

and drank foreign waters,

and I dried up with the sole of my foot

all the streams fof Egypt.

 25 Have you not heard

that gI determined it long ago?

I planned from days of old

what hnow I bring to pass,

that you should turn fortified cities

into heaps of ruins,

26 while their inhabitants, shorn of strength,

are dismayed and confounded,

and have become ilike plants of the field

and like tender grass,

like grass on the housetops,

blighted before it is grown.

 27 But I know your sitting down

jand your going out and coming in,

and your raging against me.

28 Because you have raged against me

and your complacency has come into my ears,

I will kput my hook in your nose

and my bit in your mouth,

and lI will turn you back on the way

by which you came.

 29And this shall be mthe sign for you: this year eat what grows of itself, and in the second year what springs of the same. Then in the third year sow and reap and plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 30nAnd the surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 31For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out of Mount Zion oa band of survivors. pThe zeal of the LORD will do this.

 32Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come into this city or shoot an arrow there, or come before it with a shield or qcast up a siege mound against it. 33rBy the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come into this city, declares the LORD. 34sFor I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake tand for the sake of my servant David.

 35And that night uthe angel of the LORD went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. 36Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went home and lived at vNineveh. 37And as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, wAdrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the sword and escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place.

Hezekiahs Illness and Recovery

 2 KINGS 20 xIn those days yHezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, Thus says the LORD, zSet your house in order, for you shall die; you shall not recover. 2Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, saying, 3Now, O LORD, aplease remember how I have walked before you in faithfulness and bwith a whole heart, cand have done what is good in your sight. dAnd Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4And before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word of the LORD came to him: 5Turn back, and say to Hezekiah ethe leader of my people, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: fI have heard your prayer; gI have seen your tears. Behold, I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD, 6and I will add fifteen years to your life. I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, hand I will defend this city for my own sake and for my servant Davids sake. 7And Isaiah said, Bring a cake of figs. And let them take and lay it on the boil, that he may recover.

 8And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up to the house of the LORD on the third day? 9And Isaiah said, This shall be ithe sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that he has promised: shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten steps? 10And Hezekiah answered, It is an easy thing for the shadow jto lengthen ten steps. Rather let the shadow go back ten steps. 11And Isaiah the prophet called to the LORD, kand he brought the shadow back ten steps, by which it had gone down on the steps of Ahaz.

Hezekiah and the Babylonian Envoys

 12lAt that time mMerodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, nsent envoys with letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 13And Hezekiah welcomed them, and he showed them oall his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his armory, all that was found in his storehouses. There was nothing in his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them. 14Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, What did these men say? And from where did they come to you? And Hezekiah said, They have come from a far country, from Babylon. 15He said, What have they seen in your house? And Hezekiah answered, They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them.

 16Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD: 17Behold, the days are coming, when pall that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. 18qAnd some of your own sons, who shall be born to you, shall be taken away, rand they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 19Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, sThe word of the LORD that you have spoken is good. For he thought, Why not, if there will be peace and security in my days?

 20tThe rest of the deeds of Hezekiah and all his might and how he made uthe pool and the conduit vand brought water into the city, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 21wAnd Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and Manasseh his son reigned in his place.

 Manasseh Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 21 xManasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Hephzibah. 2And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, yaccording to the despicable practices of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 3For he rebuilt the high places zthat Hezekiah his father had destroyed, and he erected altars for Baal and made aan Asherah, bas Ahab king of Israel had done, cand worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. 4dAnd he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, eIn Jerusalem will I put my name. 5And he built altars cfor all the host of heaven in fthe two courts of the house of the LORD. 6gAnd he burned his son as an offering[1] and hused fortune-telling and iomens and dealt jwith mediums and with necromancers. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 7And the carved image of aAsherah that he had made he set in the house of which the LORD said to David and to Solomon his son, In this house, eand in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name forever. 8kAnd I will not cause the feet of Israel to wander anymore out of the land that I gave to their fathers, if only they will be careful to do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the Law that my servant Moses commanded them. 9But they did not listen, and Manasseh led them astray to do more evil than the nations had done whom the LORD destroyed before the people of Israel.

Manassehs Idolatry Denounced

 10And the LORD said by his servants the prophets, 11lBecause Manasseh king of Judah has committed these abominations and has done things mmore evil than all that the Amorites did, who were before him, nand has made Judah also to sin owith his idols, 12therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing upon Jerusalem and Judah such disaster[2] that the ears of everyone who hears of it pwill tingle. 13qAnd I will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria, and the plumb line of the house of Ahab, and I will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. 14And I will forsake the remnant of my heritage and give them into the hand of their enemies, and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies, 15because they have done what is evil in my sight and have provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came out of Egypt, even to this day.

 16rMoreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another, besides the sin sthat he made Judah to sin so that they did what was evil in the sight of the LORD.

 17tNow the rest of the acts of Manasseh and all that he did, and the sin that he committed, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 18uAnd Manasseh slept with his fathers and was buried in the garden of his house, vin the garden of Uzza, and Amon his son reigned in his place.

Amon Reigns in Judah

 19Amon was twenty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. 20And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, was Manasseh his father had done. 21He walked in all the way in which his father walked and served xthe idols that his father served and worshiped them. 22yHe abandoned the LORD, the God of his fathers, and did not walk in the way of the LORD. 23And the servants of Amon conspired against him and put the king to death in his house. 24But the people of the land struck down all those who had conspired against King Amon, and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his place. 25Now the rest of the acts of Amon that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 26And he was buried in his tomb zin the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his son reigned in his place.

Josiah Reigns in Judah

 2 KINGS 22 aJosiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of bBozkath. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the way of David his father, cand he did not turn aside to the right or to the left.

Josiah Repairs the Temple

 3In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the LORD, saying, 4Go up to dHilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money ethat has been brought into the house of the LORD, which fthe keepers of the threshold have collected from the people. 5gAnd let it be given into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the LORD, and let them give it to the workmen who are at the house of the LORD, repairing the house 6(that is, to the carpenters, and to the builders, and to the masons), and let them use it for buying timber and quarried stone to repair the house. 7But hno accounting shall be asked from them for the money that is delivered into their hand, for they deal honestly.

Hilkiah Finds the Book of the Law

 8And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, I have found ithe Book of the Law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 9And Shaphan the secretary came to the king, and reported to the king, Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in the house and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the LORD. 10Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king.

 11When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, jhe tore his clothes. 12And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and kAhikam the son of Shaphan, and lAchbor the son of lMicaiah, and Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the kings servant, saying, 13Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been found. For great is mthe wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.

 14So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of nTikvah, son of nHarhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in othe Second Quarter), and they talked with her. 15And she said to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to me, 16Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. 17pBecause they have forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore mmy wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. 18But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 19qbecause your heart was penitent, and you rhumbled yourself before the LORD, when you heard how I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they should become sa desolation and ta curse, and you uhave torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. 20Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and vyou shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place. And they brought back word to the king.

Josiahs Reforms

 2 KINGS 23 wThen the king sent, and all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem were gathered to him. 2And the king went up to the house of the LORD, and with him all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests and the prophets, all the people, both small and great. And xhe read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant ythat had been found in the house of the LORD. 3And the king stood zby the pillar and amade a covenant before the LORD, bto walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people joined in the covenant.

 4And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests cof the second order and the keepers of the threshold to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels made for dBaal, for eAsherah, and for all the host of heaven. fHe burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron and carried their ashes to Bethel. 5And he deposed the priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to make offerings in the high places at the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those also who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and the moon and the constellations gand all the host of the heavens. 6And he brought out hthe Asherah from the house of the LORD, outside Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, iand burned it at the brook Kidron jand beat it to dust and cast the dust of it upon the graves kof the common people. 7And he broke down the houses of lthe male cult prostitutes who were in the house of the LORD, mwhere the women wove hangings for hthe Asherah. 8And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had made offerings, from nGeba to Beersheba. And he broke down the high places of the gates that were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on ones left at the gate of the city. 9oHowever, the priests of the high places did not come up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brothers. 10And he defiled pTopheth, which is qin the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, rthat no one might burn his son or his daughter as an offering to sMolech.[1] 11And he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the entrance to the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was in the precincts.[2] And he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 12And the altars ton the roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars uthat Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, he pulled down and broke in pieces[3] and cast the dust of them vinto the brook Kidron. 13And the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, to the south of wthe mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had built for xAshtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for yChemosh the abomination of Moab, and for zMilcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 14And he broke in pieces the apillars and cut down the Asherim and filled their places with the bones of men.

 15Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected bby Jeroboam the son of Nebat, cwho made Israel to sin, dthat altar with the high place he pulled down and burned,[4] reducing it to dust. He also burned the Asherah. 16And as Josiah turned, he saw the tombs there on the mount. And he sent and took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar and defiled it, eaccording to the word of the LORD that the man of God proclaimed, who had predicted these things. 17Then he said, What is that monument that I see? And the men of the city told him, fIt is the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and predicted[5] these things that you have done against the altar at Bethel. 18And he said, Let him be; let no man move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones gof the prophet who came out of Samaria. 19And Josiah removed all the shrines also of the high places that were hin the cities of Samaria, which kings of Israel had made, provoking the LORD to anger. He did to them according to all that he had done at Bethel. 20And ihe sacrificed all the priests of the high places who were there, on the altars, jand burned human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

Josiah Restores the Passover

 21And the king commanded all the people, kKeep the Passover to the LORD your God, las it is written in this Book of the Covenant. 22mFor no such Passover had been kept since the days of the judges who judged Israel, or during all the days of the kings of Israel or of the kings of Judah. 23But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was kept to the LORD in Jerusalem.

 24Moreover, Josiah put away nthe mediums and the necromancers and othe household gods and pthe idols and all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might establish qthe words of the law that were written in the book rthat Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD. 25sBefore him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him.

 26Still the LORD did not turn from the burning of his great wrath, by which his anger was kindled against Judah, tbecause of all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked him. 27And the LORD said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, uas I have removed Israel, and I will cast off this city that I have chosen, Jerusalem, vand the house of which I said, My name shall be there.

Josiahs Death in Battle

 28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 29wIn his days xPharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates. King Josiah went to meet him, and Pharaoh Neco killed him at yMegiddo, as soon as he saw him. 30zAnd his servants carried him dead in a chariot from yMegiddo and brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. aAnd the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his fathers place.

Jehoahazs Reign and Captivity

 31bJehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mothers name was cHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, daccording to all that his fathers had done. 33And xPharaoh Neco put him in bonds at eRiblah in the land of fHamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem, and laid on the land a tribute of a hundred talents[6] of silver and a talent of gold. 34And xPharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his father, and gchanged his name to Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz away, hand he came to Egypt and died there. 35And Jehoiakim igave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh, but he taxed the land to give the money according to the command of Pharaoh. He exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, from everyone according to his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Neco.

Jehoiakim Reigns in Judah

 36jJehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Zebidah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, daccording to all that his fathers had done.

 2 KINGS 24 kIn his days, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him. 2And the LORD sent against him bands of the lChaldeans and mbands of the Syrians and bands of the Moabites and bands of the Ammonites, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, naccording to the word of the LORD that he spoke by his servants the prophets. 3Surely this came upon Judah at the command of the LORD, to remove them out of his sight, ofor the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 4and also pfor the innocent blood that he had shed. For he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the LORD would not pardon. 5qNow the rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 6So Jehoiakim rslept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place. 7sAnd the king of Egypt did not come again out of his land, tfor the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt ufrom the Brook of Egypt to the river Euphrates.

Jehoiachin Reigns in Judah

 8vJehoiachin was weighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, xaccording to all that his father had done.

Jerusalem Captured

 10At that time the servants of yNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11And yNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city while his servants were besieging it, 12zand Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the king of Babylon, himself and his mother and his servants and his officials and his palace officials. aThe king of Babylon took him prisoner bin the eighth year of his reign 13and carried off all the treasures of the house of the LORD cand the treasures of the kings house, dand cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the temple of the LORD, ewhich Solomon king of Israel had made, fas the LORD had foretold. 14gHe carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and all the mighty men of valor, h10,000 captives, iand all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, jexcept the poorest people of the land. 15kAnd he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon. The kings mother, the kings wives, his officials, and the chief men of the land he took into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16And the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all the men of valor, l7,000, and the craftsmen and the metal workers, 1,000, all of them strong and fit for war. 17mAnd the king of Babylon nmade Mattaniah, oJehoiachins uncle, king in his place, pand changed his name to Zedekiah.

Zedekiah Reigns in Judah

 18qZedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was rHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, saccording to all that Jehoiakim had done. 20For because of the anger of the LORD it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that he cast them out from his presence.

tAnd Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

Fall and Captivity of Judah

 2 KINGS 25 uAnd in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, vNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem and laid siege to it. wAnd they built siegeworks all around it. 2So the city was besieged till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 3On the ninth day of the fourth month xthe famine was so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 4Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, by ythe kings garden, and zthe Chaldeans were around the city. And they went in the direction of the aArabah. 5But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the plains of Jericho, and all his army was scattered from him. 6Then they captured the king band brought him up to the king of Babylon at cRiblah, and they passed sentence on him. 7They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, dand put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him in chains and took him to Babylon.

 8eIn the fifth month, on fthe seventh day of the monththat was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of BabylonNebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9gAnd he burned the house of the LORD hand the kings house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down. 10And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard, ibroke down the walls around Jerusalem. 11jAnd the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of the multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried into exile. 12But the captain of the guard left ksome of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen.

 13lAnd the pillars mof bronze that were in the house of the LORD, and nthe stands and othe bronze sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the bronze to Babylon. 14pAnd they took away the pots and the shovels and the snuffers and the dishes for incense and all the vessels of bronze used in the temple service, 15the fire pans also and the bowls. What was of gold the captain of the guard took away as gold, and what was of silver, as silver. 16As for the two pillars, the one sea, and the stands that Solomon had made for the house of the LORD, qthe bronze of all these vessels was beyond weight. 17rThe height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits,[1] and on it was a capital of bronze. The height of the capital was three cubits. A latticework and pomegranates, all of bronze, were all around the capital. And the second pillar had the same, with the latticework.

 18sAnd the captain of the guard took tSeraiah the chief priest and uZephaniah the second priest and the three keepers of the threshold; 19and from the city he took an officer who had been in command of the men of war, and vfive men of the kings council who were found in the city; and the secretary of the commander of the army, who mustered the people of the land; and sixty men of the people of the land, who were found in the city. 20And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at wRiblah. 21And the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at wRiblah in the land of Hamath. xSo Judah was taken into exile out of its land.

Gedaliah Made Governor of Judah

 22And over the people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, he appointed yGedaliah the son of zAhikam, son of Shaphan, governor. 23aNow when all the captains and their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah governor, they came with their men to Gedaliah at bMizpah, namely, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite. 24And Gedaliah swore to them and their men, saying, Do not be afraid because of the Chaldean officials. Live in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. 25cBut in the seventh month, dIshmael the son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck down Gedaliah and put him to death along with the Jews and the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26eThen all the people, both small and great, and the captains of the forces arose and went to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.

Jehoiachin Released from Prison

 27fAnd in the thirty-seventh year of gthe exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, graciously hfreed[2] Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. 28And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 29So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments. And every day of his life ihe dined regularly at the kings table, 30and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, according to his daily needs, as long as he lived.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 3

[1] 3:24 Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 5:5 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms; a shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 5:12 Or Amana


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 6

[1] 6:25 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams; a kab was about 1 quart or 1 liter


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 7

[1] 7:1 A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters

[2] 7:1 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[3] 7:3 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 8

[1] 8:10 Some manuscripts say, You shall certainly not recover, for

[2] 8:15 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 8:16 Septuagint, Syriac lack when Jehoshaphat was king of Judah

[4] 8:21 Joram is an alternate spelling of Jehoram (the son of Jehoshaphat) as in verse 16; also verses 23, 24


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 9

[1] 9:13 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[2] 9:27 Syriac, Vulgate (compare Septuagint); Hebrew lacks and they shot him


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew rulers of Jezreel

[2] 10:1 Hebrew lacks of the sons

[3] 10:15 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks Jehu said

[4] 10:16 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum; Hebrew they

[5] 10:24 Septuagint he (compare verse 25)


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 11

[1] 11:2 Compare 2 Chronicles 22:11; Hebrew lacks and she put

[2] 11:2 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate (compare 2 Chronicles 22:11) she

[3] 11:6 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[4] 11:21 Ch 12:1 in Hebrew

[5] 11:21 Jehoash is an alternate spelling of Joash (son of Ahaziah) as in verse 2


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 12

[1] 12:1 Jehoash is an alternate spelling of Joash (son of Ahaziah) as in 11:2; also verses 2, 4, 6, 7, 18


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 13

[1] 13:6 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, Vulgate; Hebrew he walked

[2] 13:10 Jehoash is an alternate spelling of Joash (son of Jehoahaz) as in verses 9, 1214; also verse 25


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 14

[1] 14:8 Jehoash is an alternate spelling of Joash (son of Jehoahaz) as in 13:9, 1214; also verses 9, 1116

[2] 14:13 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 15

[1] 15:5 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 15:5 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 15:13 Another name for Azariah

[4] 15:19 Another name for Tiglath-pileser III (compare verse 29)

[5] 15:19 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[6] 15:20 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 16

[1] 16:3 Or made his son pass through the fire

[2] 16:17 Compare 1 Kings 7:23


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 17

[1] 17:17 Or made their sons and their daughters pass through the fire

[2] 17:27 Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew them


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 18

[1] 18:4 Nehushtan sounds like the Hebrew for both bronze and serpent

[2] 18:14 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[3] 18:29 Hebrew his

[4] 18:31 Hebrew Make a blessing with me


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 21

[1] 21:6 Hebrew made his son pass through the fire

[2] 21:12 Or evil


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 23

[1] 23:10 Hebrew might cause his son or daughter to pass through the fire for Molech

[2] 23:11 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 23:12 Hebrew pieces from there

[4] 23:15 Septuagint broke in pieces its stones

[5] 23:17 Hebrew called

[6] 23:33 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms


Footnotes for 2 Kings, Chapter 25

[1] 25:17 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 25:27 Hebrew reign, lifted up the head of
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1 Chronicles

From Adam to Abraham

 1 CHRONICLES 1 [1] aAdam, Seth, Enosh; 2bKenan, Mahalalel, Jared; 3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech; 4Noah, cShem, Ham, and Japheth.

 5dThe sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 6The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath,[2] and Togarmah. 7The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.

 8eThe sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 9The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 10Cush fathered Nimrod. He was the first on earth to be a mighty man.[3]

 11fEgypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 12Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim.

 13Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 14and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 15the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 16the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites.

 17gThe sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. And the sons of Aram:[4] Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech. 18Arpachshad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber. 19To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg[5] (for in his days the earth was divided), and his brothers name was Joktan. 20Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 22Obal,[6] Abimael, Sheba, 23Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan.

 24hShem, Arpachshad, Shelah; 25Eber, Peleg, Reu; 26Serug, Nahor, Terah; 27Abram, that is, Abraham.

From Abraham to Jacob

 28The sons of Abraham: iIsaac and jIshmael. 29kThese are their genealogies: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth, and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, 31Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael. 32lThe sons of Keturah, Abrahams concubine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. 33The sons of Midian: Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the descendants of Keturah.

 34Abraham fathered iIsaac. The sons of Isaac: mEsau and nIsrael. 35oThe sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 36The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, Kenaz, and of Timna,[7] Amalek. 37The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

 38pThe sons of Seir: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. 39The sons of Lotan: Hori and Hemam;[8] and Lotans sister was Timna. 40The sons of Shobal: Alvan,[9] Manahath, Ebal, Shepho,[10] and Onam. The sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. 41The son[11] of Anah: Dishon. The sons of Dishon: Hemdan,[12] Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 42The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.[13] The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.

 43qThese are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the people of Israel: Bela the son of Beor, the name of his city being Dinhabah. 44Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of rBozrah reigned in his place. 45Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the sTemanites reigned in his place. 46Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his city being Avith. 47Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 48Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth on the Euphrates[14] reigned in his place. 49Shaul died, and Baal-hanan, the son of Achbor, reigned in his place. 50Baal-hanan died, and Hadad reigned in his place, the name of his city being Pai; and his wifes name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 51And Hadad died.

The chiefs of Edom were: chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 52Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 53Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 54Magdiel, and Iram; these are the chiefs of Edom.

A Genealogy of David

 1 CHRONICLES 2 These are the sons of tIsrael: uReuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, vIssachar, Zebulun, 2wDan, xJoseph, yBenjamin, zNaphtali, aGad, and Asher. 3bThe sons of Judah: cEr, Onan and Shelah; these three Bath-shua the Canaanite bore to him. Now Er, Judahs firstborn, was evil in the sight of the LORD, and he put him to death. 4His daughter-in-law dTamar also bore him Perez and Zerah. Judah had five sons in all.

 5The esons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 6The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara, five in all. 7The son[1] of Carmi: Achan, the troubler of Israel, who fbroke faith in the matter of the devoted thing; 8and Ethans son was Azariah.

 9The sons of Hezron that were born to him: Jerahmeel, gRam, and hChelubai. 10gRam fathered Amminadab, and iAmminadab fathered jNahshon, prince of the sons of Judah. 11Nahshon fathered kSalmon,[2] Salmon fathered lBoaz, 12Boaz fathered Obed, lObed fathered Jesse. 13mJesse fathered Eliab his firstborn, Abinadab the second, nShimea the third, 14Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 15Ozem the sixth, oDavid the seventh. 16And their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. pThe sons of Zeruiah: Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, three. 17qAbigail bore Amasa, and the father of Amasa was qJether the Ishmaelite.

 18rCaleb the son of Hezron fathered children by his wife Azubah, and by Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 19When Azubah died, rCaleb married sEphrath, who bore him tHur. 20Hur fathered Uri, and Uri fathered uBezalel.

 21Afterward Hezron went in to the daughter of vMachir the father of Gilead, whom he married when he was sixty years old, and she bore him Segub. 22And Segub fathered Jair, who had twenty-three cities in the land of Gilead. 23wBut Geshur and Aram took from them Havvoth-jair, Kenath, and its villages, sixty towns. All these were descendants of Machir, the father of Gilead. 24After the death of Hezron, xCaleb went in to Ephrathah,[3] the wife of Hezron his father, and she bore him yAshhur, the father of Tekoa.

 25The sons of zJerahmeel, the firstborn of Hezron: Ram, his firstborn, Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah. 26Jerahmeel also had another wife, whose name was Atarah; she was the mother of Onam. 27The sons of Ram, the firstborn of Jerahmeel: Maaz, Jamin, and Eker. 28The sons of Onam: Shammai and Jada. The sons of Shammai: Nadab and Abishur. 29The name of Abishurs wife was Abihail, and she bore him Ahban and Molid. 30The sons of Nadab: Seled and Appaim; and Seled died childless. 31The son[4] of Appaim: Ishi. aThe son of Ishi: Sheshan. The son of Sheshan: Ahlai. 32The sons of Jada, Shammais brother: Jether and Jonathan; and Jether died childless. 33The sons of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza. These were the descendants of Jerahmeel. 34Now Sheshan had no sons, only daughters, but Sheshan had an Egyptian slave whose name was Jarha. 35So Sheshan gave his daughter in marriage to Jarha his slave, and she bore him Attai. 36Attai fathered Nathan, and Nathan fathered bZabad. 37bZabad fathered Ephlal, and Ephlal fathered cObed. 38Obed fathered Jehu, and Jehu fathered Azariah. 39Azariah fathered Helez, and Helez fathered Eleasah. 40Eleasah fathered Sismai, and Sismai fathered Shallum. 41Shallum fathered Jekamiah, and Jekamiah fathered dElishama.

 42The sons of eCaleb the brother of Jerahmeel: Mareshah[5] his firstborn, who fathered Ziph. The son[6] of Mareshah: fHebron.[7] 43The sons of Hebron: Korah, Tappuah, Rekem and Shema. 44Shema fathered Raham, the father of Jorkeam; and Rekem fathered Shammai. 45The son of Shammai: Maon; and Maon fathered Beth-zur. 46Ephah also, Calebs concubine, bore Haran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran fathered Gazez. 47The sons of Jahdai: Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph. 48Maacah, Calebs concubine, bore Sheber and Tirhanah. 49She also bore Shaaph the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Machbenah and the father of Gibea; and the gdaughter of Caleb was Achsah. 50These were the descendants of Caleb.

The sons[8] of Hur the firstborn of hEphrathah: Shobal the father of Kiriath-jearim, 51iSalma, the father of Bethlehem, and Hareph the father of Beth-gader. 52Shobal the father of Kiriath-jearim had other sons: jHaroeh, half of the Menuhoth. 53And the clans of Kiriath-jearim: the Ithrites, the Puthites, the Shumathites, and the Mishraites; from these came the kZorathites and the Eshtaolites. 54The sons of Salma: Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth-beth-joab and half of the Manahathites, the Zorites. 55The clans also of the scribes who lived at Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites and the Sucathites. These are the lKenites who came from Hammath, the father of mthe house of Rechab.

Descendants of David

 1 CHRONICLES 3 nThese are the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: the firstborn, Amnon, by Ahinoam the Jezreelite; the second, oDaniel, by Abigail the Carmelite, 2the third, Absalom, whose mother was Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith; 3the fifth, Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth, Ithream, by his wife Eglah; 4six were born to him in Hebron, pwhere he reigned for seven years and six months. qAnd he reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 5rThese were born to him in Jerusalem: sShimea, Shobab, Nathan and tSolomon, four by uBath-shua, the daughter of uAmmiel; 6then Ibhar, vElishama, Eliphelet, 7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 8Elishama, wEliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 9All these were Davids sons, besides the sons of the concubines, xand Tamar was their sister.

 10The son of Solomon was yRehoboam, zAbijah his son, aAsa his son, bJehoshaphat his son, 11cJoram his son, dAhaziah his son, eJoash his son, 12fAmaziah his son, gAzariah his son, hJotham his son, 13iAhaz his son, jHezekiah his son, kManasseh his son, 14lAmon his son, mJosiah his son. 15The sons of Josiah: nJohanan the firstborn, the second oJehoiakim, the third pZedekiah, the fourth Shallum. 16The descendants of qJehoiakim: rJeconiah his son, sZedekiah his son; 17and the sons of Jeconiah, the tcaptive: uShealtiel his son, 18Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and Nedabiah; 19and the sons of Pedaiah: vZerubbabel and Shimei; and the sons of vZerubbabel: Meshullam and Hananiah, and Shelomith was their sister; 20and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-hesed, five. 21The sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, his son[1] Rephaiah, his son Arnan, his son Obadiah, his son Shecaniah. 22The son[2] of Shecaniah: wShemaiah. And the sons of Shemaiah: xHattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat, six. 23The sons of Neariah: Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam, three. 24The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani, seven.

Descendants of Judah

 1 CHRONICLES 4 yThe sons of Judah: zPerez, Hezron, aCarmi, Hur, and Shobal. 2bReaiah the son of Shobal fathered Jahath, and Jahath fathered Ahumai and Lahad. These were the clans of the cZorathites. 3These were the sons[1] of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash; and the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi, 4and dPenuel fathered eGedor, and Ezer fathered Hushah. These were the sons of Hur, the firstborn of fEphrathah, the father of Bethlehem. 5gAshhur, the father of Tekoa, had two wives, Helah and Naarah; 6Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the sons of Naarah. 7The sons of Helah: Zereth, Izhar, and Ethnan. 8Koz fathered Anub, Zobebah, and the clans of Aharhel, the son of Harum. 9Jabez was hmore honorable than his brothers; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him in pain.[2] 10Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my border, and that your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me from harm[3] so that it might not bring me pain! And God granted what he asked. 11Chelub, the brother of Shuhah, fathered Mehir, who fathered Eshton. 12Eshton fathered Beth-rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah, the father of Ir-nahash. These are the men of Recah. 13The sons of iKenaz: jOthniel and Seraiah; and the sons of Othniel: Hathath and Meonothai.[4] 14Meonothai fathered Ophrah; and Seraiah fathered Joab, the father of Ge-harashim,[5] so-called because they were craftsmen. 15The sons of kCaleb the son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, and Naam; and the son[6] of Elah: Kenaz. 16The sons of Jehallelel: Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel. 17The sons of Ezrah: Jether, Mered, Epher, and Jalon. These are the sons of Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered married;[7] and she conceived and bore[8] Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah, the father of Eshtemoa. 18And his Judahite wife bore lJered the father of Gedor, Heber the father of Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. 19The sons of the wife of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were the fathers of Keilah the Garmite and Eshtemoa the Maacathite. 20The sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-hanan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi: Zoheth and Ben-zoheth. 21The sons of mShelah the son of Judah: Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the father of Mareshah, and the clans of the house of linen workers at Beth-ashbea; 22and Jokim, and the men of Cozeba, and Joash, and Saraph, who ruled in Moab and returned to Lehem[9] (now the records[10] are ancient). 23These were the potters who were inhabitants of Netaim and Gederah. They lived there in the kings service.

Descendants of Simeon

 24nThe sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul; 25Shallum was his son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. 26The sons of Mishma: Hammuel his son, Zaccur his son, Shimei his son. 27Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his brothers did not have many children, onor did all their clan multiply plike the men of Judah. 28qThey lived in Beersheba, Moladah, Hazar-shual, 29rBilhah, Ezem, sTolad, 30sBethuel, Hormah, Ziklag, 31Beth-marcaboth, tHazar-susim, tBeth-biri, and tShaaraim. These were their cities until David reigned. 32And their villages were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan, five cities, 33along with all their villages that were around these cities as far as uBaal. These were their settlements, and they kept a genealogical record.

 34Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah the son of Amaziah, 35Joel, Jehu the son of Joshibiah, son of Seraiah, son of Asiel, 36Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah, 37Ziza the son of Shiphi, son of Allon, son of Jedaiah, son of Shimri, son of Shemaiah 38these mentioned by name were princes in their clans, vand their fathers houses increased greatly. 39They journeyed to the entrance of wGedor, to the east side of the valley, to seek pasture for their flocks, 40where they found rich, good pasture, and the land was very broad, xquiet, and peaceful, for the former inhabitants there belonged to Ham. 41yThese, registered by name, came in the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and destroyed their tents and the Meunites who were found there, and marked them for destruction to this day, zand settled in their place, because there was pasture there for their flocks. 42And some of them, five hundred men of the Simeonites, went to aMount Seir, having as their leaders Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi. 43And they defeated bthe remnant of the Amalekites who had escaped, and they have lived there to this day.

Descendants of Reuben

 1 CHRONICLES 5 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (cfor he was the firstborn, but because dhe defiled his fathers couch, ehis birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so that he could not be enrolled as the oldest son; 2fthough Judah became strong among his brothers and a gchief came from him, yet the birthright belonged to Joseph), 3the hsons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 4The sons of Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, 6Beerah his son, whom iTiglath-pileser[1] king of Assyria carried away into exile; he was a chief of the Reubenites. 7And his kinsmen by their clans, jwhen the genealogy of their generations was recorded: the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8and Bela the son of Azaz, son of kShema, son of Joel, who lived in lAroer, as far as mNebo and nBaal-meon. 9He also lived to the east as far as the entrance of the desert this side of the Euphrates, because their livestock had multiplied oin the land of Gilead. 10And in the days of Saul they waged war against the pHagrites, who fell into their hand. And they lived in their tents throughout all the region east of Gilead.

Descendants of Gad

 11The sons of Gad lived over against them in the land of Bashan as far as qSalecah: 12Joel the chief, Shapham the second, Janai, and Shaphat in Bashan. 13And their kinsmen according to their fathers houses: Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jacan, Zia and Eber, seven. 14These were the sons of Abihail the son of Huri, son of Jaroah, son of Gilead, son of Michael, son of Jeshishai, son of Jahdo, son of Buz. 15Ahi the son of Abdiel, son of Guni, was chief in their fathers houses, 16and they lived in Gilead, in Bashan and in its towns, and in all the pasturelands of rSharon to their limits. 17All of these were recorded in genealogies in the days of sJotham king of Judah, and in the days of tJeroboam king of Israel.

 18The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh had valiant men who carried shield and sword, and drew the bow, uexpert in war, 44,760, able to go to war. 19They waged war against the vHagrites, wJetur, Naphish, and Nodab. 20And when they prevailed[2] over them, the Hagrites and all who were with them were given into their hands, xfor they cried out to God in the battle, and he granted their urgent plea ybecause they trusted in him. 21They carried off their livestock: 50,000 of their camels, 250,000 sheep, 2,000 donkeys, and 100,000 men alive. 22For many fell, because the war was of God. And they lived zin their place until athe exile.

The Half-Tribe of Manasseh

 23The members of the half-tribe of Manasseh lived in the land. They were very numerous from Bashan to Baal-hermon, bSenir, and Mount Hermon. 24These were the heads of their fathers houses: Epher,[3] Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, mighty warriors, famous men, heads of their fathers houses. 25But they broke faith with the God of their fathers, and cwhored dafter the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had destroyed before them. 26So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of ePul king of Assyria, the spirit of fTiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and he took them into exile, namely, the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought them gto Halah, gHabor, Hara, and gthe river Gozan, to this day.

Descendants of Levi

 1 CHRONICLES 6 [1] hThe sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 2iThe sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 3jThe children of Amram: Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. kThe sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 4lmEleazar fathered nPhinehas, Phinehas fathered Abishua, 5Abishua fathered Bukki, Bukki fathered Uzzi, 6Uzzi fathered Zerahiah, Zerahiah fathered oMeraioth, 7Meraioth fathered Amariah, Amariah fathered Ahitub, 8pAhitub fathered qZadok, Zadok fathered Ahimaaz, 9Ahimaaz fathered Azariah, Azariah fathered Johanan, 10and Johanan fathered Azariah (rit was he who served as priest sin the house that Solomon built in Jerusalem). 11lAzariah fathered tAmariah, Amariah fathered Ahitub, 12Ahitub fathered Zadok, Zadok fathered uShallum, 13Shallum fathered vHilkiah, Hilkiah fathered Azariah, 14Azariah fathered wSeraiah, Seraiah fathered Jehozadak; 15and xJehozadak went into exile when the LORD sent Judah and Jerusalem into exile yby the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.

 16[2] The zsons of Levi: Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 17And these are the names of the sons of Gershom: aLibni and Shimei. 18bThe sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 19cThe sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites according to their fathers. 20dOf Gershom: Libni his son, eJahath his son, Zimmah his son, 21Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeatherai his son. 22fThe sons of Kohath: Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 23Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his son, Assir his son, 24Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. 25The sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahimoth, 26Elkanah his son, Zophai his son, Nahath his son, 27Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son. 28The sons of Samuel: Joel[3] his firstborn, the second Abijah.[4] 29gThe sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 30Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, and Asaiah his son.

 31These are the men hwhom David put in charge of the service of song in the house of the LORD iafter the ark rested there. 32They ministered with song before the tabernacle of the tent of meeting until Solomon built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they performed their service according to their order. 33These are the men who served and their sons. Of the sons of the Kohathites: Heman the singer the son of Joel, son of jSamuel, 34son of Elkanah, son of Jeroham, son of Eliel, son of Toah, 35son of Zuph, son of Elkanah, son of Mahath, son of Amasai, 36son of Elkanah, son of Joel, son of Azariah, son of Zephaniah, 37son of Tahath, son of Assir, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah, 38son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, son of Israel; 39and his brother kAsaph, who stood on his right hand, namely, Asaph the son of Berechiah, son of Shimea, 40son of Michael, son of Baaseiah, son of Malchijah, 41son of Ethni, son of Zerah, son of Adaiah, 42son of Ethan, son of Zimmah, son of Shimei, 43son of Jahath, son of Gershom, son of Levi. 44On the left hand were their brothers, the sons of Merari: Ethan the son of Kishi, son of Abdi, son of Malluch, 45son of Hashabiah, son of Amaziah, son of Hilkiah, 46son of Amzi, son of Bani, son of Shemer, 47son of Mahli, son of Mushi, son of Merari, son of Levi. 48And their brothers the Levites were appointed for all the service of the tabernacle of the house of God.

 49But Aaron and his sons made offerings lon the altar of burnt offering and on mthe altar of incense for all the work of the Most Holy Place, and nto make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had commanded. 50oThese are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 51Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son, 52Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 53Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son.

 54These are their dwelling places according to their psettlements within their borders: to the sons of Aaron of the qclans of Kohathites, for theirs was the first lot, 55to them they gave Hebron in the land of Judah and its surrounding pasturelands, 56rbut the fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 57sTo the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of refuge: Hebron, Libnah with its pasturelands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its pasturelands, 58Hilen with its pasturelands, Debir with its pasturelands, 59Ashan with its pasturelands, and Beth-shemesh with its pasturelands; 60and from the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon,[5] Geba with its pasturelands, Alemeth with its pasturelands, and Anathoth with its pasturelands. All their cities throughout their clans were thirteen.

 61tTo the rest of the Kohathites were given by lot out of the clan of the tribe, out of the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh, ten cities. 62To the Gershomites according to their clans were allotted thirteen cities out of the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali and Manasseh in Bashan. 63uTo the Merarites according to their clans were allotted twelve cities out of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun. 64vSo the people of Israel gave the Levites the cities with their pasturelands. 65They gave by lot out of the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin wthese cities that are mentioned by name.

 66xAnd some of the clans of the sons of Kohath had cities of their territory out of the tribe of Ephraim. 67They were given the cities of refuge: Shechem with its pasturelands in the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer with its pasturelands, 68yJokmeam with its pasturelands, Beth-horon with its pasturelands, 69Aijalon with its pasturelands, Gath-rimmon with its pasturelands, 70and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Aner with its pasturelands, and Bileam with its pasturelands, for the rest of the clans of the Kohathites.

 71zTo the Gershomites were given out of the clan of the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan in Bashan with its pasturelands and aAshtaroth with its pasturelands; 72and out of the tribe of Issachar: Kedesh with its pasturelands, Daberath with its pasturelands, 73Ramoth with its pasturelands, and Anem with its pasturelands; 74out of the tribe of Asher: Mashal with its pasturelands, Abdon with its pasturelands, 75Hukok with its pasturelands, and Rehob with its pasturelands; 76and out of the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee with its pasturelands, Hammon with its pasturelands, and Kiriathaim with its pasturelands. 77bTo the rest of the Merarites were allotted out of the tribe of Zebulun: cRimmono with its pasturelands, cTabor with its pasturelands, 78and dbeyond the Jordan at Jericho, on the east side of the Jordan, out of the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with its pasturelands, Jahzah with its pasturelands, 79Kedemoth with its pasturelands, and Mephaath with its pasturelands; 80and out of the tribe of Gad: eRamoth in Gilead with its pasturelands, fMahanaim with its pasturelands, 81gHeshbon with its pasturelands, and hJazer with its pasturelands.

Descendants of Issachar

 1 CHRONICLES 7 The sons[1] of Issachar: Tola, iPuah, jJashub, and Shimron, four. 2The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam, and Shemuel, heads of their fathers houses, namely of Tola, mighty warriors of their generations, their number kin the days of David being 22,600. 3The son[2] of Uzzi: Izrahiah. And the sons of Izrahiah: Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and Isshiah, all five of them were chief men. 4And along with them, by their generations, according to their fathers houses, were units of the army for war, 36,000, for they had many wives and sons. 5Their kinsmen belonging to all the clans of Issachar were in all 87,000 mighty warriors, enrolled by genealogy.

Descendants of Benjamin

 6lThe sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, and Jediael, three. 7The sons of Bela: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri, five, heads of fathers houses, mighty warriors. And their enrollment by genealogies was 22,034. 8The sons of Becher: Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah, mAnathoth, and Alemeth. All these were the sons of Becher. 9And their enrollment by genealogies, according to their generations, as heads of their fathers houses, mighty warriors, was 20,200. 10The son of Jediael: Bilhan. And the sons of Bilhan: Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar. 11All these were the sons of Jediael according to the heads of their fathers houses, mighty warriors, 17,200, able to go to war. 12And Shuppim and Huppim were the sons of Ir, Hushim the son of nAher.

Descendants of Naphtali

 13oThe sons of Naphtali: pJahziel, Guni, Jezer and qShallum, the descendants of Bilhah.

Descendants of Manasseh

 14rThe sons of Manasseh: Asriel, whom his Aramean concubine bore; she bore sMachir the father of Gilead. 15And Machir took a wife for Huppim and for Shuppim. The name of his sister was Maacah. And the name of the second was Zelophehad, and tZelophehad had daughters. 16And Maacah the wife of Machir bore a son, and she called his name Peresh; and the name of his brother was Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam and Rakem. 17The son of Ulam: uBedan. These were the sons of Gilead the son of Machir, son of Manasseh. 18And his sister Hammolecheth bore Ishhod, Abiezer and Mahlah. 19The sons of Shemida were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

Descendants of Ephraim

 20The vsons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, and Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eleadah his son, Tahath his son, 21Zabad his son, Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead, whom the men of Gath who were born in the land killed, because they came down to raid their livestock. 22And Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brothers came to comfort him. 23And Ephraim went in to his wife, and she conceived and bore a son. And he called his name Beriah, because disaster had befallen his house.[3] 24His daughter was Sheerah, who built both Lower and Upper wBeth-horon, and Uzzen-sheerah. 25Rephah was his son, Resheph his son, Telah his son, Tahan his son, 26Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, xElishama his son, 27Nun[4] his son, yJoshua his son. 28zTheir possessions and settlements were Bethel and its towns, and to the east Naaran, and to the west aGezer and its towns, Shechem and its towns, and Ayyah and its towns; 29balso in possession of the Manassites, cBeth-shean and its towns, Taanach and its towns, Megiddo and its towns, Dor and its towns. In these lived the sons of Joseph the son of Israel.

Descendants of Asher

 30dThe sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah. 31The sons of Beriah: Heber, and Malchiel, who fathered Birzaith. 32Heber fathered Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and their sister Shua. 33The sons of Japhlet: Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These are the sons of Japhlet. 34The sons of Shemer his brother: Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram. 35The sons of Helem his brother: Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal. 36The sons of Zophah: Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah. 37Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera. 38The sons of Jether: Jephunneh, Pispa, and Ara. 39The sons of Ulla: Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia. 40All of these were men of Asher, heads of fathers houses, approved, mighty warriors, chiefs of the princes. Their number enrolled by genealogies, for service in war, was 26,000 men.

A Genealogy of Saul

 1 CHRONICLES 8 eBenjamin fathered Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second, fAharah the third, 2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 3And Bela had sons: Addar, Gera, Abihud, 4Abishua, gNaaman, Ahoah, 5Gera, hShephuphan, and Huram. 6These are the sons of Ehud (they were heads of fathers houses of the inhabitants of Geba, and they were carried into exile to iManahath): 7Naaman,[1] Ahijah, and Gera, that is, Heglam,[2] who fathered Uzza and Ahihud. 8And Shaharaim fathered sons in the country of Moab after he had sent away Hushim and Baara his wives. 9He fathered sons by Hodesh his wife: Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam, 10Jeuz, Sachia, and Mirmah. These were his sons, heads of fathers houses. 11He also fathered sons by Hushim: Abitub and Elpaal. 12The sons of Elpaal: Eber, Misham, and Shemed, who built jOno and kLod with its towns, 13and Beriah and lShema (they were heads of fathers houses of the inhabitants of mAijalon, who caused the inhabitants of Gath to flee); 14and Ahio, Shashak, and Jeremoth. 15Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, 16Michael, Ishpah, and Joha were sons of Beriah. 17Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber, 18Ishmerai, Izliah, and Jobab were the sons of Elpaal. 19Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 20Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel, 21Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath were the sons of Shimei. 22Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan, 24Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah, 25Iphdeiah, and Penuel were the sons of Shashak. 26Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah, 27Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zichri were the sons of Jeroham. 28These were the heads of fathers houses, according to their generations, chief men. These lived in Jerusalem.

 29noJeiel[3] the father of Gibeon lived in Gibeon, and the name of his wife was Maacah. 30His firstborn son: Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab, 31Gedor, Ahio, Zecher, 32and Mikloth (he fathered Shimeah). Now these also lived opposite their kinsmen in Jerusalem, with their kinsmen. 33pNer was the father of Kish, Kish of Saul, Saul of qJonathan, Malchi-shua, Abinadab and Eshbaal; 34and the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal; and Merib-baal was the father of rMicah. 35The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz. 36Ahaz fathered Jehoaddah, and Jehoaddah fathered Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri fathered Moza. 37Moza fathered Binea; Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 38Azel had six sons, and these are their names: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 39The sons of Eshek his brother: Ulam his firstborn, Jeush the second, and Eliphelet the third. 40The sons of Ulam were men who were mighty warriors, bowmen, having many sons and grandsons, 150. All these were Benjaminites.

A Genealogy of the Returned Exiles

 1 CHRONICLES 9 So all Israel was recorded in genealogies, and these are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And sJudah was taken into exile in Babylon because of their breach of faith. 2tNow the first to udwell again in their possessions in their cities were Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the vtemple servants. 3And some of the people of Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh lived in Jerusalem: 4Uthai the son of Ammihud, son of Omri, son of Imri, son of Bani, from the sons of wPerez the son of Judah. 5And of the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn, and his sons. 6Of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and their kinsmen, 690. 7Of the Benjaminites: Sallu the son of Meshullam, son of Hodaviah, son of Hassenuah, 8Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, Elah the son of Uzzi, son of Michri, and Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, son of Reuel, son of Ibnijah; 9and their kinsmen according to their generations, x956. All these were heads of fathers houses according yto their fathers houses.

 10zOf the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, Jachin, 11and Azariah the son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the achief officer of the house of God; 12and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah, and Maasai the son of Adiel, son of Jahzerah, son of Meshullam, son of Meshillemith, son of Immer; 13besides their kinsmen, heads of their fathers houses, 1,760, mighty men for the work of the service of the house of God.

 14bOf the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 15and Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal and Mattaniah the son of Mica, son of Zichri, son of Asaph; 16and Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun, and Berechiah the son of Asa, son of Elkanah, who lived in the villages of the Netophathites.

 17The gatekeepers were Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their kinsmen (Shallum was the chief); 18until then they were cin the kings gate on the east side as the gatekeepers of the camps of the Levites. 19Shallum the son of Kore, son of dEbiasaph, son of Korah, and his kinsmen of his fathers house, the eKorahites, were in charge of the work of the service, keepers of the thresholds of the tent, as their fathers had been in charge of the camp of the LORD, keepers of the entrance. 20And fPhinehas the son of Eleazar was the chief officer over them in time past; the LORD was with him. 21gZechariah the son of Meshelemiah was gatekeeper at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 22All these, who were chosen as gatekeepers at the thresholds, were 212. They were enrolled by genealogies in their villages. hDavid and Samuel ithe seer established them in their office of trust. 23So they and their sons were in charge of the gates of the house of the LORD, that is, the house of the tent, as guards. 24The gatekeepers were on the four sides, east, west, north, and south. 25And their kinsmen who were jin their villages were obligated to come kin every seven days, in turn, to be with these, 26for the four chief gatekeepers, who were Levites, were entrusted to be over lthe chambers and the treasures of the house of God. 27And they lodged around the house of God, for on them lay the duty of watching, and mthey had charge of opening it every morning.

 28Some of them had charge of the utensils of service, for they were required to count them when they were brought in and taken out. 29Others of them were appointed over the furniture and over all the holy utensils, also over the nfine flour, the wine, the oil, the incense, and the spices. 30Others, of the sons of the priests, oprepared the mixing of the spices, 31and Mattithiah, one of the Levites, the firstborn of pShallum the eKorahite, was entrusted with qmaking the flat cakes. 32Also some of their kinsmen of the Kohathites had rcharge of the showbread, to prepare it every Sabbath.

 33Now these, the ssingers, the heads of fathers houses of the Levites, were in the chambers of the temple free from other service, for they were on duty day and night. 34These were heads of fathers houses of the Levites, according to their generations, leaders. These lived in Jerusalem.

Sauls Genealogy Repeated

 35tIn Gibeon lived the father of Gibeon, Jeiel, and the name of his wife was Maacah, 36and his firstborn son Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab, 37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, and Mikloth; 38and Mikloth was the father of Shimeam; and these also lived opposite their kinsmen in Jerusalem, with their kinsmen. 39uNer fathered Kish, Kish fathered Saul, Saul fathered Jonathan, Malchi-shua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal. 40And the son of Jonathan was vMerib-baal, and Merib-baal fathered Micah. 41The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and wAhaz.[1] 42And Ahaz fathered xJarah, and Jarah fathered Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. And Zimri fathered Moza. 43Moza fathered Binea, and yRephaiah was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 44Azel had six sons and these are their names: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan; these were the sons of Azel.

The Death of Saul and His Sons

 1 CHRONICLES 10 zNow the Philistines fought against Israel, and the men of Israel fled before the Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, and the Philistines struck down Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3The battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers found him, and he was wounded by the archers. 4Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, Draw your sword and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and mistreat me. But his armor-bearer would not, for he feared greatly. Therefore Saul took his own sword and fell upon it. 5And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell upon his sword and died. 6Thus Saul died; he and his three sons and all his house died together. 7And when all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that the army[1] had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities and fled, and the Philistines came and lived in them.

 8The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9And they stripped him and took his head and his armor, and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to carry the good news to their idols and to the people. 10And they put his armor in the temple of their gods and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon. 11But when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines had done to Saul, 12all the valiant men arose and took away the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh. And they buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh and fasted seven days.

 13So Saul died afor his breach of faith. He broke faith with the LORD in that he did not keep the command of the LORD, and also bconsulted a medium, seeking guidance. 14He cdid not seek guidance from the LORD. Therefore the LORD put him to death and dturned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse.

David Anointed King

 1 CHRONICLES 11 eThen all Israel gathered together to David at Hebron and said, Behold, we are your bone and flesh. 2In times past, even when Saul was king, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the LORD your God said to you, fYou shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over my people Israel. 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD. And they anointed David king over Israel, gaccording to the word of the LORD by Samuel.

David Takes Jerusalem

 4And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, hthat is, Jebus, where the Jebusites were, ithe inhabitants of the land. 5The inhabitants of Jebus said to David, You will not come in here. Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David. 6David said, Whoever strikes the Jebusites first jshall be chief and commander. And Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, so he became chief. 7And David lived in the stronghold; therefore it was called the city of David. 8And he built the city all around from the Millo in complete circuit, and Joab repaired the rest of the city. 9And David kbecame greater and greater, for the LORD of hosts was with him.

Davids Mighty Men

 10lNow these are the chiefs of Davids mighty men, who gave him strong support in his kingdom, together with all Israel, to make him king, maccording to the word of the LORD concerning Israel. 11This is an account of Davids mighty men: nJashobeam, a nHachmonite, was ochief of the three.[1] He wielded his spear against 300 whom he killed at one time.

 12And next to him among the three mighty men was Eleazar the son of pDodo, the Ahohite. 13He was with David at Pas-dammim qwhen the Philistines were gathered there for battle. There was a plot of ground full of barley, and the men fled from the Philistines. 14But he took his[2] stand in the midst of the plot and defended it and killed the Philistines. And the LORD saved them by a great victory.

 15Three of the thirty chief men went down to the rock to David at the cave of Adullam, when the army of Philistines was encamped in the rValley of Rephaim. 16David was then in the stronghold, and the sgarrison of the Philistines was then at Bethlehem. 17And David said longingly, Oh that someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate! 18Then the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate and took it and brought it to David. But David would not drink it. He poured it out to the LORD 19and said, Far be it from me before my God that I should do this. Shall I drink the lifeblood of these men? For at the risk of their lives they brought it. Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men.

 20Now Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief of the thirty.[3] And he wielded his spear against 300 men and killed them and won a name beside the three. 21He was the most renowned[4] of the thirty[5] and became their commander, but he did not attain to the three.

 22And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was a valiant man[6] of Kabzeel, a doer of great deeds. He struck down two heroes of Moab. He also went down and struck down a lion in a pit on a day when snow had fallen. 23And he struck down an Egyptian, a man of great stature, five cubits[7] tall. The Egyptian had in his hand a spear tlike a weavers beam, but Benaiah went down to him with a staff and snatched the spear out of the Egyptians hand and killed him with his own spear. 24These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada and won a name beside the three mighty men. 25He was renowned among the thirty, but he did not attain to the three. And David set him over his bodyguard.

 26The mighty men were uAsahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem, 27Shammoth of Harod,[8] Helez the Pelonite, 28Ira the son of Ikkesh of Tekoa, Abiezer of Anathoth, 29Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 30Maharai of Netophah, Heled the son of Baanah of Netophah, 31Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the people of Benjamin, Benaiah of Pirathon, 32Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the Arbathite, 33Azmaveth of Baharum, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34Hashem[9] the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shagee the Hararite, 35Ahiam the son of Sachar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur, 36Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 37Hezro of Carmel, Naarai the son of Ezbai, 38Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of vHagri, 39Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai of Beeroth, the armor-bearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah, 40Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41Uriah the Hittite, wZabad the son of Ahlai, 42Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a leader of the Reubenites, and thirty with him, 43Hanan the son of Maacah, and Joshaphat the Mithnite, 44Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the Aroerite, 45Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite, 46Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the Moabite, 47Eliel, and Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

The Mighty Men Join David

 1 CHRONICLES 12 xNow these are the men who came to David at Ziklag, while he could not move about freely because of Saul the son of Kish. And they were among the mighty men who helped him in war. 2They ywere bowmen and could shoot arrows and sling stones with either the right or the zleft hand; they were Benjaminites, aSauls kinsmen. 3The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, both sons of Shemaah of bGibeah; also Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; Beracah, Jehu of cAnathoth, 4Ishmaiah of dGibeon, a mighty man among the thirty and a leader over the thirty; Jeremiah,[1] Jahaziel, Johanan, Jozabad of Gederah, 5Eluzai,[2] Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the eKorahites; 7And Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.

 8From the Gadites there went over to David at the stronghold in the wilderness mighty and experienced warriors, expert with shield and spear, whose faces were like the faces of lions and who were fswift as gazelles upon the mountains: 9Ezer the chief, Obadiah second, Eliab third, 10Mishmannah fourth, Jeremiah fifth, 11Attai sixth, Eliel seventh, 12Johanan eighth, Elzabad ninth, 13Jeremiah tenth, Machbannai eleventh. 14These Gadites were officers of the army; the least was a gmatch for a hundred men and the greatest for a thousand. 15These are the men who crossed the Jordan in the first month, when it was hoverflowing all its banks, and put to flight all those in the valleys, to the east and to the west.

 16And some of the men of Benjamin and Judah came to the stronghold to David. 17David went out to meet them and said to them, If you have come to me in friendship to help me, my heart will be joined to you; but if to betray me to my adversaries, although there is no wrong in my hands, then may the God of our fathers see and rebuke you. 18Then ithe Spirit clothed jAmasai, chief of the thirty, and he said,

 We are yours, O David,

and with you, O son of Jesse!

kPeace, peace to you,

and peace to your helpers!

For your God helps you.

Then David received them and made them officers of his troops.

 19Some of the men of Manasseh deserted to David lwhen he came with the Philistines for the battle against Saul. (Yet he did not help them, for the rulers of the Philistines took counsel and sent him away, saying, mAt peril to our heads he will desert to his master Saul.) 20As he went to Ziklag, these men of Manasseh deserted to him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, chiefs of thousands in Manasseh. 21They helped David against nthe band of raiders, for they were all mighty men of valor and were commanders in the army. 22For from day to day men came to David to help him, until there was a great army, like an army of God.

 23These are the numbers of the divisions of the armed troops owho came to David in Hebron pto turn the kingdom of Saul over to him, qaccording to the word of the LORD. 24The men of Judah bearing shield and spear were 6,800 armed troops. 25Of the Simeonites, mighty men of valor for war, 7,100. 26Of the Levites 4,600. 27The prince Jehoiada, of the house of Aaron, and with him 3,700. 28rZadok, a young man mighty in valor, and twenty-two commanders from his own fathers house. 29Of the Benjaminites, sthe kinsmen of Saul, 3,000, of whom the tmajority had to that point kept their allegiance to the house of Saul. 30Of the Ephraimites 20,800, mighty men of valor, famous men in their fathers houses. 31Of the half-tribe of Manasseh 18,000, who were uexpressly named to come and make David king. 32Of Issachar, men who vhad understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their kinsmen under their command. 33Of Zebulun 50,000 seasoned troops, wequipped for battle with all the weapons of war, to help David[3] with xsingleness of purpose. 34Of Naphtali 1,000 commanders with whom were 37,000 men armed with shield and spear. 35Of the Danites 28,600 men equipped for battle. 36Of yAsher 40,000 zseasoned troops zready for battle. 37Of the Reubenites and Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh from beyond the Jordan, 120,000 men armed with all the weapons of war.

 38All these, men of war, arrayed in battle order, came to Hebron with aa whole heart to make David king over all Israel. Likewise, all the rest of Israel were of a bsingle mind to make David king. 39And they were there with David for three days, eating and drinking, for their brothers had made preparation for them. 40And also their relatives, from as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, came bringing food on donkeys and on camels and on mules and on oxen, abundant provisions of flour, ccakes of figs, clusters of raisins, and wine and oil, oxen and sheep, for there was joy in Israel.

The Ark Brought from Kiriath-Jearim

 1 CHRONICLES 13 David consulted with the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, with every leader. 2And David said to all the assembly of Israel, If it seems good to you and from the LORD our God, let us send abroad to our brothers dwho remain in all the lands of Israel, as well as to the priests and Levites in the cities that have pasturelands, that they may be gathered to us. 3Then let us bring again the ark of our God to us, efor we did not seek it[1] in the days of Saul. 4All the assembly agreed to do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.

Uzzah and the Ark

 5fSo David assembled all Israel gfrom the hNile[2] of Egypt to Lebo-hamath, to bring the ark of God ifrom Kiriath-jearim. 6jAnd David and all Israel went up to kBaalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim that belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD who lsits enthroned above the cherubim. 7And they carried the ark of God on a new cart, from the house of mAbinadab, and Uzzah and Ahio[3] were driving the cart. 8And David and all Israel were celebrating before God with all their might, with song and nlyres and harps and tambourines and cymbals and trumpets.

 9And when they came to the threshing floor of oChidon, Uzzah put out his hand to take hold of the ark, for the oxen stumbled. 10And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, and he struck him down pbecause he put out his hand to the ark, and qhe died there before God. 11And David was angry because the LORD had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzza[4] to this day. 12And David was afraid of God that day, and he said, How can I bring the ark of God home to me? 13So David did not take the ark home into the city of David, but took it aside to the house rof Obed-edom the Gittite. 14And the ark of God remained with the household of Obed-edom in his house three months. sAnd the LORD blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that he had.

Davids Wives and Children

 1 CHRONICLES 14 tAnd Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, also masons and carpenters to build a house for him. 2And David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, and that his kingdom was highly exalted for the sake of his people Israel.

 3And David took more wives in Jerusalem, and David fathered more sons and daughters. 4uThese are the names of the children born to him in Jerusalem: vShammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet, 6Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 7Elishama, wBeeliada and xEliphelet.

Philistines Defeated

 8When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. But David heard of it and went out against them. 9Now the Philistines had come and ymade a raid in the zValley of Rephaim. 10And David inquired of God, Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will you give them into my hand? And the LORD said to him, Go up, and I will give them into your hand. 11And he went up to Baal-perazim, and David struck them down there. And David said, God has broken through[1] my enemies by my hand, like a bursting flood. Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim. 12And they left their gods there, and David gave command, and they were burned.

 13And the Philistines yet again amade a raid in the valley. 14And when David again inquired of God, bGod said to him, You shall not go up after them; go around and come against them opposite the balsam trees. 15And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then go out to battle, for God has gone out before you to strike down the army of the Philistines. 16And David did as God commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army from Gibeon to Gezer. 17And the fame of David went out into all lands, and the LORD brought the cfear of him upon all nations.

	

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

 1 CHRONICLES 15 David[1] built houses for himself in the city of David. And he prepared a place for the ark of God and dpitched a tent for it. 2Then David said that no one but the Levites may carry ethe ark of God, for the LORD had chosen them to carry the ark of the LORD and to minister to him forever. 3fAnd David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the LORD gto its place, which he had prepared for it. 4And David gathered together the sons of Aaron and hthe Levites: 5of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, with 120 of his brothers; 6of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, with 220 of his brothers; 7of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, with 130 of his brothers; 8of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, with 200 of his brothers; 9of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, with 80 of his brothers; 10of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, with 112 of his brothers. 11Then David summoned the priests iZadok and jAbiathar, and the Levites Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab, 12and said to them, You are the heads of the fathers houses of the Levites. kConsecrate yourselves, you and your brothers, so that you may bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, lto the place that I have prepared for it. 13mBecause you did not carry it the first time, the LORD our God broke out against us, because we did not seek him according to the rule. 14So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel. 15And the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders nwith the poles, oas Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD.

 16David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their brothers as the singers who should play loudly on pmusical instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. 17So the Levites appointed qHeman the son of Joel; and of his brothers rAsaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari, their brothers, sEthan the son of Kushaiah; 18and with them their brothers of the second order, Zechariah, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, and Mikneiah, and the gatekeepers Obed-edom and Jeiel. 19The singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound bronze cymbals; 20Zechariah, tAziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah were to play harps according to uAlamoth; 21but Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, vObed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to lead with lyres according to wthe Sheminith. 22Chenaniah, leader of the Levites in music, should direct the music, for he understood it. 23Berechiah and Elkanah were to be gatekeepers for the ark. 24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, should xblow the trumpets before the ark of God. vObed-edom and Jehiah were to be gatekeepers for the ark.

 25ySo David and the elders of Israel and the commanders of thousands went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the house of vObed-edom with rejoicing. 26And because God helped the Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD, they sacrificed zseven bulls and seven rams. 27David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as also were all the Levites who were carrying the ark, and the singers and Chenaniah the leader of the music of the singers. And David wore a linen ephod. 28So all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting, to the sound of the horn, atrumpets, and cymbals, and made loud music on bharps and lyres.

 29And as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and saw King David dancing and celebrating, and she despised him in her heart.

The Ark Placed in a Tent

 1 CHRONICLES 16 And they brought in the ark of God and set it inside cthe tent that David had pitched for it, and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. 2And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD 3and distributed to all Israel, both men and women, to each a loaf of bread, a portion of meat,[1] and a cake of raisins.

 4Then he appointed some of the Levites as ministers before the ark of the LORD, to invoke, to thank, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel. 5dAsaph was the chief, and second to him were Zechariah, Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-edom, and Jeiel, who were to play harps and lyres; Asaph was to sound the cymbals, 6and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests were to blow trumpets regularly before the ark of the covenant of God. 7Then on that day eDavid first appointed that thanksgiving be sung to the LORD by Asaph and his brothers.

Davids Song of Thanks

 8 fOh give thanks to the LORD; gcall upon his name;

hmake known his deeds among the peoples!

9 Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wondrous works!

10 Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

11 iSeek the LORD and his strength;

seek his presence continually!

12 jRemember the wondrous works that he has done,

khis miracles and the judgments he uttered,

13 O offspring of Israel his servant,

children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

 14 He is the LORD our God;

lhis judgments are in all the earth.

15 Remember his covenant forever,

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,

16 the covenant mthat he made with Abraham,

his sworn promise to Isaac,

17 which nhe confirmed to Jacob as a statute,

to Israel as an everlasting covenant,

18 saying, oTo you I will give the land of Canaan,

as your portion for an inheritance.

 19 When you were pfew in number,

of little account, and qsojourners in it,

20 wandering from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people,

21 he allowed no one to oppress them;

he rrebuked kings on their account,

22 saying, Touch not my anointed ones,

do my sprophets no harm!

 23 tSing to the LORD, all the earth!

Tell of his salvation from day to day.

24 Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous works among all the peoples!

25 For ugreat is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and he is to be feared vabove all gods.

26 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,

wbut the LORD made the heavens.

27 Splendor and majesty are before him;

strength and joy are in his place.

 28 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,

xascribe to the LORD glory and strength!

29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;

bring an offering and come before him!

yWorship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;[2]

30 tremble before him, all the earth;

yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved.

31 zLet the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice,

and let them say among the nations, aThe LORD reigns!

32 bLet the sea roar, and all that fills it;

let the field exult, and everything in it!

33 Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy

before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth.

34 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

 35cSay also:

 Save us, O God of our salvation,

and gather and deliver us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name

and glory in your praise.

36 dBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting!

eThen all the people said, Amen! and praised the LORD.

Worship Before the Ark

 37So David left Asaph and his brothers there fbefore the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister regularly before the ark gas each day required, 38and also hObed-edom and his[3] sixty-eight brothers, while hObed-edom, the son of Jeduthun, and iHosah were to be gatekeepers. 39And he left jZadok the priest and his brothers the priests before the tabernacle of the LORD kin the high place that was at Gibeon 40to offer burnt offerings to the LORD lon the altar of burnt offering mregularly morning and evening, to do all that is written in the Law of the LORD that he commanded Israel. 41With them were nHeman and Jeduthun oand the rest of those chosen and pexpressly named to give thanks to the LORD, qfor his steadfast love endures forever. 42Heman and Jeduthun had trumpets and cymbals for the music and instruments rfor sacred song. The sons of Jeduthun were appointed to the gate.

 43sThen all the people departed each to his house, and David went home to bless his household.

The LORDs Covenant with David

 1 CHRONICLES 17 tNow when David lived in his house, David said to Nathan the prophet, Behold, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD is under a tent. 2And Nathan said to David, Do all that is in your heart, for God is with you.

 3But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 4Go and tell my servant David, Thus says the LORD: uIt is not you who will build me a house to dwell in. 5For I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up Israel to this day, vbut I have gone from tent to tent and from dwelling to dwelling. 6In all places where I have moved with all Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people, saying, Why have you not built me a house of cedar? 7Now, therefore, thus shall you say to my servant David, Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be prince over my people Israel, 8and I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 9And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall waste them no more, as formerly, 10from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I wwill subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I declare to you that the LORD will build you a house. 11When your days are fulfilled to walk with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 12He shall build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. 13xI will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. I will not take my steadfast love from him, yas I took it from him who was before you, 14but I will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever. 15In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Davids Prayer

 16Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, Who am I, O LORD God, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 17And this was a small thing in your eyes, O God. You have also spoken of your servants house for a great while to come, and have shown me future generations,[1] O LORD God! 18And what more can David say to you for honoring your servant? For you know your servant. 19zFor your servants sake, O LORD, and according to your own heart, you have done all this greatness, in making known all these great things. 20There is none like you, O LORD, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 21And who is like your people Israel, the one[2] nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making for yourself a name for great and awesome things, in driving out nations before your people whom you redeemed from Egypt? 22And you made your people Israel to be your people forever, and you, O LORD, became their God. 23And now, O LORD, let the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and concerning his house be established forever, and do as you have spoken, 24and your name will be established and magnified forever, saying, The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, is Israels God, and the house of your servant David will be established before you. 25For you, my God, have revealed to your servant that you will build a house for him. Therefore your servant has found courage to pray before you. 26And now, O LORD, you are God, and you have promised this good thing to your servant. 27Now you have been pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever before you, for it is you, O LORD, who have blessed, and it is blessed forever.

David Defeats His Enemies

 1 CHRONICLES 18 aAfter this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and he took Gath and its villages out of the hand of the Philistines.

 2And he defeated Moab, and the Moabites became servants to David and brought tribute.

 3David also defeated bHadadezer king of cZobah-Hamath, as he went to set up his monument[1] at the river Euphrates. 4And David took from him 1,000 chariots, d7,000 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers. And David hamstrung all the chariot horses, but left enough for 100 chariots. 5And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king eof Zobah, David struck down 22,000 men of the Syrians. 6Then David put garrisons[2] in Syria of Damascus, and the Syrians became servants to David and brought tribute. And the LORD gave victory to David[3] wherever he went. 7And David took the shields of gold that were carried by the servants of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem. 8And from fTibhath and from Cun, cities of Hadadezer, David took a large amount of bronze. gWith it Solomon made the bronze sea and the pillars and the vessels of bronze.

 9When hTou king of Hamath heard that David had defeated the whole army of Hadadezer, king eof Zobah, 10he sent his son iHadoram to King David, to ask about his health and to bless him because he had fought against bHadadezer and defeated him; for bHadadezer had often been at war with Tou. And he sent all sorts of articles of gold, of silver, and of bronze. 11These also King David dedicated to the LORD, together with the silver and gold that he had carried off from all the nations, from jEdom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, and Amalek.

 12And kAbishai, the son of Zeruiah, killed 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 13Then he put garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites became Davids servants. And the LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.

Davids Administration

 14So David reigned over all Israel, and he administered justice and equity to all his people. 15And lJoab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; 16mand Zadok the son of Ahitub and nAhimelech the son of Abiathar were priests; and oShavsha was secretary; 17and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and Davids sons were the pchief officials in the service of the king.

The Ammonites Disgrace Davids Men

 1 CHRONICLES 19 qNow after this Nahash the king of the Ammonites died, and his son reigned in his place. 2And David said, I will deal kindly with Hanun the son of Nahash, for his father dealt kindly with me. So David sent messengers to console him concerning his father. And Davids servants came to the land of the Ammonites to Hanun to console him. 3But the princes of the Ammonites said to Hanun, Do you think, because David has sent comforters to you, that he is honoring your father? Have not his servants come to you to search and to overthrow and to spy out the land? 4So Hanun took Davids servants and shaved them and cut off their garments in the middle, at their hips, and sent them away; 5and they departed. When David was told concerning the men, he sent messengers to meet them, for the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, Remain at Jericho until your beards have grown and then return.

 6When the Ammonites saw that they had become a stench to David, Hanun and the Ammonites sent 1,000 talents[1] of silver to hire chariots and horsemen rfrom Mesopotamia, from Aram-maacah, and from sZobah. 7They hired 32,000 chariots and the king of Maacah with his army, who came and encamped before tMedeba. And the Ammonites were mustered from their cities and came to battle. 8When David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of the mighty men. 9And the Ammonites came out and drew up in battle array at the entrance of the city, and the kings who had come were by themselves in the open country.

Ammonites and Syrians Defeated

 10When Joab saw that the battle was set against him both in front and in the rear, he chose some of the best men of Israel and arrayed them against the Syrians. 11The rest of his men he put in the charge of uAbishai his brother, and they were arrayed against the Ammonites. 12And he said, If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me, but if the Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will help you. 13Be strong, and let us use our strength for our people and for the cities of our God, and may the LORD do what seems good to him. 14So Joab and the people who were with him drew near before the Syrians for battle, and they fled before him. 15And when the Ammonites saw that the Syrians fled, they likewise fled before uAbishai, Joabs brother, and entered the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem.

 16But when the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they sent messengers and brought out the Syrians who were beyond the Euphrates,[2] with vShophach the commander of the army of wHadadezer at their head. 17And when it was told to David, he gathered all Israel together and crossed the Jordan and came to them and drew up his forces against them. And when David set the battle in array against the Syrians, they fought with him. 18And the Syrians fled before Israel, and David killed of the Syrians the men of x7,000 chariots and 40,000 xfoot soldiers, and put to death also vShophach the commander of their army. 19And when the servants of wHadadezer saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they made peace with David and became subject to him. So the Syrians were not willing to save the Ammonites anymore.

The Capture of Rabbah

 1 CHRONICLES 20 yIn the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, Joab led out the army and ravaged the country of the Ammonites and came and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. And zJoab struck down Rabbah and overthrew it. 2aAnd David took the crown of their king from his head. He found that it weighed a talent[1] of gold, and in it was a precious stone. And it was placed on Davids head. And he brought out the spoil of the city, a very great amount. 3And he brought out the people who were in it and set them to labor[2] bwith saws and iron picks and axes.[3] And thus David did to all the cities of the Ammonites. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

Philistine Giants Killed

 4cAnd after this there arose war with the Philistines at Gezer. Then Sibbecai the Hushathite struck down Sippai, who was one of the descendants of the giants, and the Philistines were subdued. 5And there was again war with the Philistines, and Elhanan the son of dJair struck down Lahmi dthe brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weavers beam. 6And there was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number, and he also was descended from the giants. 7And when he taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of eShimea, Davids brother, struck him down. 8These were descended from the giants in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.

Davids Census Brings Pestilence

 1 CHRONICLES 21 fThen gSatan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 2So David said to Joab and the commanders of the army, Go, number Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, and bring me a report, that I may know their number. 3But Joab said, May the LORD add to his people a hundred times as many as they are! Are they not, my lord the king, all of them my lords servants? Why then should my lord require this? Why should it be a cause of guilt for Israel? 4But the kings word prevailed against Joab. So Joab departed and went throughout all Israel and came back to Jerusalem. 5And Joab gave the sum of the numbering of the people to David. In all Israel there were h1,100,000 men who drew the sword, and in Judah h470,000 who drew the sword. 6iBut he did not include Levi and Benjamin in the numbering, for the kings command was abhorrent to Joab.

 7But God was displeased with this thing, and he struck Israel. 8And David said to God, I have sinned greatly in that I have done this thing. But now, please jtake away the iniquity of your servant, for I have acted very foolishly. 9And the LORD spoke to Gad, Davids kseer, saying, 10Go and say to David, Thus says the LORD, Three things I offer you; choose one of them, that I may do it to you. 11So Gad came to David and said to him, Thus says the LORD, Choose what you will: 12either lthree years of famine, or three months of devastation by your foes while the sword of your enemies overtakes you, or else three days of the sword of the LORD, pestilence on the land, with the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the territory of Israel. Now decide what answer I shall return to him who sent me. 13Then David said to Gad, I am in great distress. Let me fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is very great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.

 14So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel, and 70,000 men of Israel fell. 15And God sent the angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw, and he mrelented from the calamity. And he said to the angel who was working destruction, It is enough; now stay your hand. And the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 16And David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, nclothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 17And David said to God, Was it not I who gave command to number the people? It is I who have sinned and done great evil. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand, O LORD my God, be against me and against my fathers house. But do not let the plague be on your people.

David Builds an Altar

 18Now othe angel of the LORD had commanded Gad to say to David that David should go up and raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19So David went up at Gads word, which he had spoken in the name of the LORD. 20Now Ornan was threshing wheat. He turned and saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves. 21As David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David and went out from the threshing floor and paid homage to David with his face to the ground. 22And David said to Ornan, Give me the site of the threshing floor that I may build on it an altar to the LORDgive it to me at its full pricethat the plague may be averted from the people. 23Then Ornan said to David, Take it, and let my lord the king do what seems good to him. See, I give the oxen for burnt offerings and the threshing sledges for the wood and the wheat for a grain offering; I give it all. 24But King David said to Ornan, No, but I will buy them for the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, nor offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing. 25So David paid Ornan p600 shekels[1] of gold by weight for the site. 26And David built there an altar to the LORD and presented burnt offerings and peace offerings and called on the LORD, and the LORD[2] qanswered him with fire from heaven upon the altar of burnt offering. 27Then the LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword back into its sheath.

 28At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there. 29For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses had made in the wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering rwere at that time in the high place at Gibeon, 30but David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was afraid of the sword of the angel of the LORD.

 1 CHRONICLES 22 Then David said, sHere shall be the house of the LORD God and here the altar of burnt offering for Israel.

David Prepares for Temple Building

 2David commanded to gather together the tresident aliens who were in the land of Israel, and he uset stonecutters to prepare dressed stones for building the house of God. 3David also provided great quantities of iron for nails for the doors of the gates and for clamps, vas well as bronze in quantities beyond weighing, 4and cedar timbers without number, wfor the Sidonians and Tyrians brought great quantities of cedar to David. 5For David said, xSolomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory throughout all lands. I will therefore make preparation for it. So David provided materials in great quantity before his death.

Solomon Charged to Build the Temple

 6Then he called for Solomon his son and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel. 7David said to Solomon, My son, yI had it in my heart to build a house to the name of the LORD my God. 8But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, zYou have shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much blood before me on the earth. 9Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. aI will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. bFor his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 10cHe shall build a house for my name. dHe shall be my son, and I will be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever.

 11Now, my son, ethe LORD be with you, so that you may succeed in building the house of the LORD your God, as he has spoken concerning you. 12fOnly, may the LORD grant you discretion and understanding, that when he gives you charge over Israel you may keep the law of the LORD your God. 13gThen you will prosper if you are careful to observe the statutes and the rules that the LORD commanded Moses for Israel. hBe strong and courageous. Fear not; do not be dismayed. 14With great pains I have provided for the house of the LORD i100,000 talents[1] of gold, a million talents of silver, and jbronze and iron beyond weighing, for there is so much of it; timber and stone, too, I have provided. To these you must add. 15You have an abundance of workmen: stonecutters, masons, carpenters, and all kinds of craftsmen without number, skilled in working 16gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Arise and work! kThe LORD be with you!

 17David also commanded lall the leaders of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, 18Is not the LORD your God with you? And mhas he not given you peace on every side? For he has delivered the inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before the LORD and his people. 19Now nset your mind and heart to seek the LORD your God. Arise and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, oso that the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy vessels of God may be brought into a house built pfor the name of the LORD.

David Organizes the Levites

 1 CHRONICLES 23 qWhen David was old and full of days, rhe made Solomon his son king over Israel.

 2David[1] assembled all the leaders of Israel and the priests and the Levites. 3The Levites, sthirty years old and upward, were numbered, and tthe total was u38,000 men. 4Twenty-four thousand of these, David said,[2] vshall have charge of the work in the house of the LORD, 6,000 shall be wofficers and judges, 54,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 shall offer praises to the LORD with the instruments xthat I have made for praise. 6yAnd David organized them in divisions zcorresponding to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

 7aThe sons of Gershon[3] were Ladan and Shimei. 8The sons of Ladan: bJehiel the chief, and Zetham, and Joel, three. 9The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran, three. These were the heads of the fathers houses of Ladan. 10And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, and Jeush and Beriah. These four were the sons of Shimei. 11Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second; but Jeush and Beriah did not have many sons, therefore they became counted as a single fathers house.

 12cThe sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 13dThe sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses. eAaron was set apart to dedicate the most holy things, that he and his sons forever should fmake offerings before the LORD and gminister to him and hpronounce blessings in his name forever. 14But the sons of Moses the iman of God were named among the jtribe of Levi. 15The ksons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. 16The sons of Gershom: lShebuel the chief. 17The sons of Eliezer: Rehabiah the chief. Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah were very many. 18The sons of Izhar: Shelomith the chief. 19The msons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth. 20nThe sons of Uzziel: Micah the chief and Isshiah the second.

 21oThe sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and pKish. 22Eleazar died qhaving no sons, but only daughters; their rkinsmen, the sons of Kish, married them. 23sThe sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth, three.

 24tThese were the sons of Levi by their fathers houses, the heads of fathers houses uas they were listed according to the number of the names of the individuals from vtwenty years old and upward who were to do the work for the service of the house of the LORD. 25For David said, The LORD, the God of Israel, whas given rest to his people, and he dwells in Jerusalem forever. 26And so the Levites no longer need xto carry the tabernacle or any of the things for its service. 27For by the last words of David the sons of Levi were numbered from vtwenty years old and upward. 28For their duty was to assist the sons of Aaron for the service of the house of the LORD, having the care of the courts and the chambers, the cleansing of all that is holy, and any work for the service of the house of God. 29Their duty was also to assist with the yshowbread, the zflour for the grain offering, the wafers of unleavened bread, the abaked offering, the boffering mixed with oil, and all cmeasures of quantity or size. 30And they were to stand every morning, thanking and praising the LORD, and likewise at evening, 31and whenever burnt offerings were offered to the LORD don Sabbaths, enew moons, and feast days, faccording to the number required of them, regularly before the LORD. 32Thus gthey were to keep charge of the tent of meeting and the sanctuary, and to attend the sons of Aaron, their brothers, for the hservice of the house of the LORD.

David Organizes the Priests

 1 CHRONICLES 24 The divisions of the sons of Aaron were these. The sons of iAaron: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 2jBut Nadab and Abihu died before their father and had no children, so Eleazar and Ithamar became the priests. 3With the help of kZadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, David organized them according to the appointed duties in their service. 4Since more chief men were found among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar, they organized them under sixteen heads of fathers houses of the sons of Eleazar, and eight of the sons of Ithamar. 5They divided them lby lot, all alike, for there were sacred officers and officers of God among both the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. 6And the scribe Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel, a Levite, recorded them in the presence of the king and the princes and Zadok the priest and mAhimelech the son of Abiathar and the heads of the fathers houses of the priests and of the Levites, one fathers house being chosen for Eleazar and one chosen for Ithamar.

 7The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 8the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 9the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 10the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to nAbijah, 11the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 12the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 13the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 14the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 15the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez, 16the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezkel, 17the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul, 18the twenty-third to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. 19These had as their appointed duty in their service oto come into the house of the LORD according to the procedure established for them by Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded him.

 20And of the rest of the sons of Levi: pof the sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah. 21qOf Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 23rThe sons of Hebron:[1] Jeriah the chief,[2] Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. 24sThe sons of Uzziel, Micah; of the sons of Micah, Shamir. 25The brother of Micah, Isshiah; of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26tThe sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Jaaziah: Beno.[3] 27The sons of Merari: of Jaaziah, Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri. 28Of Mahli: Eleazar, uwho had no sons. 29Of Kish, the sons of Kish: Jerahmeel. 30vThe sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the Levites according to their fathers houses. 31These also, the head of each fathers house and his younger brother alike, wcast lots, just as their brothers the sons of Aaron, in the presence of King David, xZadok, Ahimelech, and the heads of fathers houses of the priests and of the Levites.

David Organizes the Musicians

 1 CHRONICLES 25 David and the chiefs of the service also set apart for the service the sons of yAsaph, and of zHeman, and of aJeduthun, who bprophesied with lyres, with charps, and with cymbals. The list of those who did the work and of their duties was: 2Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah, sons of Asaph, under the direction of Asaph, who bprophesied under the direction of the king. 3Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,[1] Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, bwho prophesied with the lyre in thanksgiving and praise to the LORD. 4Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth. 5All these were the sons of Heman dthe kings seer, according to the promise of God to exalt him, for God had given Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 6They were all under the direction of their father in the music in the house of the LORD with cymbals, charps, and lyres for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the order of the king. 7The number of them along with their brothers, who were trained in singing to the LORD, all who were skillful, was e288. 8And they cast lots for their duties, fsmall and great, teacher and pupil alike.

 9The first lot fell for Asaph to Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, to him and his brothers and his sons, twelve; 10the third to Zaccur, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 11the fourth to Izri, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 12the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 13the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 14the seventh to Jesharelah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 15the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 16the ninth to Mattaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 17the tenth to Shimei, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 18the eleventh to Azarel, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 20to the thirteenth, Shubael, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 21to the fourteenth, Mattithiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 22to the fifteenth, to Jeremoth, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 23to the sixteenth, to Hananiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 24to the seventeenth, to Joshbekashah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 25to the eighteenth, to Hanani, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 26to the nineteenth, to Mallothi, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 27to the twentieth, to Eliathah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 28to the twenty-first, to Hothir, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 29to the twenty-second, to Giddalti, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 30to the twenty-third, to Mahazioth, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 31to the twenty-fourth, to Romamti-ezer, his sons and his brothers, twelve.

Divisions of the Gatekeepers

 1 CHRONICLES 26 As for the divisions of the gatekeepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph. 2And Meshelemiah had sons: gZechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh. 4And hObed-edom had sons: Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, Sachar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peullethai the eighth, ifor God blessed him. 6Also to his son Shemaiah were sons born who were rulers in their fathers houses, for they were men of great ability. 7The sons of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael, Obed and Elzabad, whose brothers were able men, Elihu and Semachiah. 8All these were of the sons of Obed-edom with their sons and brothers, able men qualified for the service; sixty-two of Obed-edom. 9And Meshelemiah had sons and brothers, able men, eighteen. 10And jHosah, of the sons of Merari, had sons: Shimri the chief (for though he was not the firstborn, his father made him chief), 11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth: all the sons and brothers of Hosah were thirteen.

 12These divisions of the gatekeepers, corresponding to their chief men, had duties, just as their brothers did, ministering in the house of the LORD. 13And they cast lots by fathers houses, ksmall and great alike, for their gates. 14The lot for the east fell to Shelemiah. They cast lots also for his son Zechariah, a shrewd counselor, and his lot came out for the north. 15Obed-edoms came out for the south, and to his sons was allotted lthe gatehouse. 16For Shuppim and jHosah it came out for the west, at the gate of Shallecheth on the road that goes up. Watch corresponded to watch. 17On the east there were six each day,[1] on the north four each day, on the south four each day, as well as two and two at the gatehouse. 18And for the ncolonnade[2] on the west there were four at the road and two at the colonnade. 19These were the divisions of the gatekeepers among the Korahites and the sons of Merari.

Treasurers and Other Officials

 20And of the Levites, Ahijah had charge of othe treasuries of the house of God and the treasuries of the dedicated gifts. 21The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, the heads of the fathers houses belonging to Ladan the Gershonite: pJehieli.[3]

 22qThe sons of Jehieli, Zetham, and Joel his brother, were in charge of the treasuries of the house of the LORD. 23rOf the Amramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites 24and sShebuel the son of Gershom, son of Moses, was chief officer in charge of the treasuries. 25His brothers: from tEliezer were his son Rehabiah, and his son uJeshaiah, and his son Joram, and his son Zichri, and his son vShelomoth. 26This Shelomoth and his brothers were in charge of all the treasuries of the dedicated gifts that David the king and the heads of the fathers houses and the officers of the thousands and the hundreds and the commanders of the army whad dedicated. 27From spoil won in battles they dedicated gifts for the maintenance of the house of the LORD. 28Also all that xSamuel the seer and Saul the son of Kish and Abner the son of Ner and Joab the son of Zeruiah had dedicatedall dedicated gifts were in the care of vShelomoth[4] and his brothers.

 29Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were appointed to yexternal duties for Israel, zas officers and judges. 30Of the Hebronites, aHashabiah and his brothers, 1,700 men of ability, had the oversight of Israel westward of the Jordan for all the work of the LORD and for the service of the king. 31Of the Hebronites, bJerijah was chief of the Hebronites of whatever genealogy or fathers houses. (In the fortieth year of Davids reign search was made and men of great ability among them were found at cJazer in Gilead.) 32King David appointed him and his brothers, 2,700 men of ability, heads of fathers houses, to have the oversight of the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of the Manassites for everything pertaining to God and for dthe affairs of the king.

Military Divisions

 1 CHRONICLES 27 This is the number of the people of Israel, the heads of fathers houses, the commanders of thousands and hundreds, and their officers who served the king in all matters concerning the divisions that came and went, month after month throughout the year, each division numbering 24,000:

 2eJashobeam the son of Zabdiel was in charge of the first division in the first month; in his division were 24,000. 3He was a fdescendant of Perez and was chief of all the commanders. He served for the first month. 4gDodai the Ahohite[1] was in charge of the division of the second month; in his division were 24,000. 5The third commander, for the third month, was hBenaiah, the son of Jehoiada the chief priest; in his division were 24,000. 6This is the Benaiah iwho was a mighty man of the thirty and in command of the thirty; Ammizabad his son was in charge of his division.[2] 7jAsahel the brother of Joab was fourth, for the fourth month, and his son Zebadiah after him; in his division were 24,000. 8The fifth commander, for the fifth month, was kShamhuth the Izrahite; in his division were 24,000. 9Sixth, for the sixth month, was lIra, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; in his division were 24,000. 10Seventh, for the seventh month, was mHelez the Pelonite, of the sons of Ephraim; in his division were 24,000. 11Eighth, for the eighth month, was nSibbecai the Hushathite, of the Zerahites; in his division were 24,000. 12Ninth, for the ninth month, was oAbiezer of Anathoth, a Benjaminite; in his division were 24,000. 13Tenth, for the tenth month, was pMaharai of Netophah, of the Zerahites; in his division were 24,000. 14Eleventh, for the eleventh month, was qBenaiah of Pirathon, of the sons of Ephraim; in his division were 24,000. 15Twelfth, for the twelfth month, was rHeldai the Netophathite, of sOthniel; in his division were 24,000.

Leaders of Tribes

 16Over the tribes of Israel, for the Reubenites, Eliezer the son of Zichri was chief officer; for the Simeonites, Shephatiah the son of Maacah; 17for Levi, tHashabiah the son of Kemuel; for Aaron, uZadok; 18for Judah, Elihu, one of Davids brothers; for Issachar, Omri the son of Michael; 19for Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; for Naphtali, Jeremoth the son of Azriel; 20for the Ephraimites, Hoshea the son of Azaziah; for the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah; 21for the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah; for Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner; 22for Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham. These were the vleaders of the tribes of Israel. 23David did not count those below twenty years of age, for the wLORD had promised to make Israel as many as the stars of heaven. 24Joab the son of Zeruiah began to count, but xdid not finish. Yet ywrath came upon Israel for this, and the number was not entered in the chronicles of King David.

 25Over the kings treasuries was zAzmaveth the son of Adiel; and over the treasuries in the country, in the cities, in the villages, and in the towers, was Jonathan the son of Uzziah; 26and over those who did the work of the field for tilling the soil was Ezri the son of Chelub; 27and over the vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite; and over the produce of the vineyards for the wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite. 28Over the olive and asycamore trees in the Shephelah was Baal-hanan the Gederite; and over the stores of oil was Joash. 29Over the herds that pastured in bSharon was Shitrai the Sharonite; over the herds in the valleys was Shaphat the son of Adlai. 30Over the camels was Obil the Ishmaelite; and over the donkeys was Jehdeiah the Meronothite. Over the flocks was Jaziz the cHagrite. 31All these were stewards of King Davids property.

 32Jonathan, Davids uncle, was a counselor, being a man of understanding and a scribe. He and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni attended the kings sons. 33dAhithophel was the ekings counselor, and Hushai the Archite was the kings friend. 34Ahithophel was succeeded by Jehoiada the son of fBenaiah, and gAbiathar. Joab was hcommander of the kings army.

Davids Charge to Israel

 1 CHRONICLES 28 iDavid assembled at Jerusalem all the officials of Israel, the jofficials of the tribes, the officers of the divisions that served the king, the kcommanders of thousands, the commanders of hundreds, the lstewards of all the property and livestock of the king and his sons, together with the palace officials, the mmighty men and all the seasoned warriors. 2Then King David rose to his feet and said: Hear me, my brothers and my people. nI had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD and for the ofootstool of our God, and I made preparations for building. 3But God said to me, pYou may not build a house for my name, for you are a man of war and have shed blood. 4Yet the LORD God of Israel qchose me from all my fathers house to be king over Israel rforever. sFor he chose Judah as leader, and in the house of Judah my fathers thouse, and among my fathers sons he took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel. 5And of uall my sons (for the LORD has given me many sons) he vhas chosen Solomon my son to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 6He said to me, It is wSolomon your son who shall build my house and my courts, for I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father. 7I will establish his kingdom rforever xif he continues strong in keeping my commandments and my rules, as he is today. 8Now therefore in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of our God, observe and seek out all the commandments of the LORD your God, that you may possess this good land and leave it for an inheritance to your children after you forever.

Davids Charge to Solomon

 9And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a ywhole heart and with a willing mind, zfor the LORD searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. aIf you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever. 10Be careful now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; bbe strong and do it.

 11Then David gave Solomon his son the cplan of the dvestibule of the temple,[1] and of its houses, its treasuries, its upper rooms, and its inner chambers, and of the room for the emercy seat; 12and the plan of all that he had in mind for the courts of the house of the LORD, all the surrounding chambers, fthe treasuries of the house of God, and the treasuries for dedicated gifts; 13for the gdivisions of the priests and of the hLevites, and all the work of the service in the house of the LORD; for all the vessels for the service in the house of the LORD, 14the weight of gold for all golden vessels for each service, the weight of silver vessels for each service, 15the weight of the golden ilampstands and their lamps, the weight of gold for each lampstand and its lamps, the weight of silver for a lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand in the service, 16the weight of gold for each table for the showbread, the silver for the silver tables, 17and pure gold for the forks, the basins and the cups; for the golden bowls and the weight of each; for the silver bowls and the weight of each; 18for the jaltar of incense made of refined gold, and its weight; also his plan for the golden chariot of the kcherubim that spread their wings and covered the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 19All this he made clear to me in writing from the hand of the LORD, lall the work to be done according to the plan.

 20Then David said to Solomon his son, mBe strong and courageous and do it. Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed, for the LORD God, even my God, is with you. He will not leave you or forsake you, until all the work for the service of the house of the LORD is finished. 21And behold the ndivisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of the house of God; and with you in all the work will be oevery willing man who has skill for any kind of service; also the officers and all the people will be wholly at your command.

Offerings for the Temple

 1 CHRONICLES 29 And David the king said to all the assembly, Solomon my son, whom alone God has chosen, is pyoung and inexperienced, and the work is great, for qthe palace will not be for man but for the LORD God. 2So I have provided for the house of my God, so far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron, and wood for the things of wood, besides great quantities of ronyx and stones for setting, antimony, colored stones, all sorts of precious stones and marble. 3Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, I have a treasure of my own of gold and silver, and because of my devotion to the house of my God I give it to the house of my God: 4s3,000 talents[1] of gold, of the gold of tOphir, and 7,000 talents of refined silver, for overlaying the walls of the house,[2] 5and for all the work to be done by craftsmen, gold for the things of gold and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly, consecrating himself[3] today to the LORD?

 6Then uthe leaders of fathers houses made their freewill offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes, the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and vthe officers over the kings work. 7They gave for the service of the house of God 5,000 talents and 10,000 wdarics[4] of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze and 100,000 talents of iron. 8And whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the LORD, in the care of xJehiel the Gershonite. 9Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a ywhole heart they had offered freely to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly.

David Prays in the Assembly

 10Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: zBlessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11aYours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 12bBoth riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. cIn your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. 13And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.

 14But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you. 15dFor we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our days on the earth are elike a shadow, and there is no abiding.[5] 16O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a house for your holy name comes from your hand and is all your own. 17I know, my God, fthat you test the heart and ghave pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you. 18O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts toward you. 19hGrant to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep your commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes, performing all, and that he may ibuild the palace jfor which I have made provision.

 20Then David said to all the assembly, kBless the LORD your God. And all the assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, land bowed their heads and paid homage to the LORD and to the king. 21And they offered sacrifices to the LORD, and on the next day offered burnt offerings to the LORD, 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, and 1,000 lambs, with their mdrink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel. 22And they ate and drank before the LORD on that day with great gladness.

Solomon Anointed King

 And they made Solomon the son of David king nthe second time, and they oanointed him as prince for the LORD, and pZadok as priest.

 23qThen Solomon sat on the rthrone of the LORD as king in place of David his father. And he prospered, and all Israel obeyed him. 24All the leaders and the mighty men, and also all the sons of King David, pledged their allegiance to King Solomon. 25And the LORD made Solomon very sgreat in the sight of all Israel and tbestowed on him such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel.

The Death of David

 26Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 27The utime that he reigned over Israel was forty years. He reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28Then he died vat a good age, wfull of days, riches, and honor. And Solomon his son reigned in his place. 29Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the Chronicles xof Samuel the seer, and in the Chronicles of yNathan the prophet, and in the Chronicles of zGad the seer, 30with accounts of all his rule and his might and of the circumstances athat came upon him and upon Israel and upon all the kingdoms of the countries.
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Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Many names in these genealogies are spelled differently in other biblical books

[2] 1:6 Septuagint; Hebrew Diphath

[3] 1:10 Or He began to be a mighty man on the earth

[4] 1:17 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks And the sons of Aram

[5] 1:19 Peleg means division

[6] 1:22 Septuagint, Syriac (compare Genesis 10:28); Hebrew Ebal

[7] 1:36 Septuagint (compare Genesis 36:12); Hebrew lacks and of

[8] 1:39 Septuagint (compare Genesis 36:22); Hebrew Homam

[9] 1:40 Septuagint (compare Genesis 36:23); Hebrew Alian

[10] 1:40 Septuagint (compare Genesis 36:23); Hebrew Shephi

[11] 1:41 Hebrew sons

[12] 1:41 Septuagint (compare Genesis 36:26); Hebrew Hamran

[13] 1:42 Septuagint (compare Genesis 36:27); Hebrew Jaakan

[14] 1:48 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 2

[1] 2:7 Hebrew sons

[2] 2:11 Septuagint (compare Ruth 4:21); Hebrew Salma

[3] 2:24 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew in Caleb Ephrathah

[4] 2:31 Hebrew sons; three times in this verse

[5] 2:42 Septuagint; Hebrew Mesha

[6] 2:42 Hebrew sons

[7] 2:42 Hebrew the father of Hebron

[8] 2:50 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew son


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 3

[1] 3:21 Septuagint (compare Syriac, Vulgate); Hebrew sons of; four times in this verse

[2] 3:22 Hebrew sons


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 4

[1] 4:3 Septuagint (compare Vulgate); Hebrew father

[2] 4:9 Jabez sounds like the Hebrew for pain

[3] 4:10 Or evil

[4] 4:13 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew lacks Meonothai

[5] 4:14 Ge-harashim means valley of craftsmen

[6] 4:15 Hebrew sons

[7] 4:17 The clause These are... ; married is transposed from verse 18

[8] 4:17 Hebrew lacks and bore

[9] 4:22 Vulgate (compare Septuagint); Hebrew and Jashubi-lahem

[10] 4:22 Or matters


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 5

[1] 5:6 Hebrew Tilgath-pilneser; also verse 26

[2] 5:20 Or they were helped to prevail

[3] 5:24 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew and Epher


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Ch 5:27 in Hebrew

[2] 6:16 Ch 6:1 in Hebrew

[3] 6:28 Septuagint, Syriac (compare verse 33 and 1 Samuel 8:2); Hebrew lacks Joel

[4] 6:28 Hebrew and Abijah

[5] 6:60 Septuagint, Syriac (compare Joshua 21:17); Hebrew lacks Gibeon


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 7

[1] 7:1 Syriac (compare Vulgate); Hebrew And to the sons

[2] 7:3 Hebrew sons; also verses 10, 12, 17

[3] 7:23 Beriah sounds like the Hebrew for disaster

[4] 7:27 Hebrew Non


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 8

[1] 8:7 Hebrew and Naaman

[2] 8:7 Or he carried them into exile

[3] 8:29 Compare 9:35; Hebrew lacks Jeiel


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 9

[1] 9:41 Compare 8:35; Hebrew lacks and Ahaz


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 10

[1] 10:7 Hebrew they


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 11

[1] 11:11 Compare 2 Samuel 23:8; Hebrew thirty, or captains

[2] 11:14 Compare 2 Samuel 23:12; Hebrew they... ; their

[3] 11:20 Syriac; Hebrew three

[4] 11:21 Compare 2 Samuel 23:19; Hebrew more renowned among the two

[5] 11:21 Syriac; Hebrew three

[6] 11:22 Syriac; Hebrew the son of a valiant man

[7] 11:23 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[8] 11:27 Compare 2 Samuel 23:25; Hebrew the Harorite

[9] 11:34 Compare Septuagint and 2 Samuel 23:32; Hebrew the sons of Hashem


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 12

[1] 12:4 Hebrew verse 5

[2] 12:5 Hebrew verse 6

[3] 12:33 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks David


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 13

[1] 13:3 Or him

[2] 13:5 Hebrew Shihor

[3] 13:7 Or and his brother

[4] 13:11 Perez-uzza means the breaking out against Uzzah


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 14

[1] 14:11 Baal-perazim means Lord of breaking through


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 15

[1] 15:1 Hebrew He


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 16

[1] 16:3 Compare Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 16:29 Or in holy attire

[3] 16:38 Hebrew their


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 17

[1] 17:17 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 17:21 Septuagint, Vulgate other


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 18

[1] 18:3 Hebrew hand

[2] 18:6 Septuagint, Vulgate, 2 Samuel 8:6 (compare Syriac); Hebrew lacks garrisons

[3] 18:6 Hebrew the LORD saved David; also verse 13


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 19

[1] 19:6 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[2] 19:16 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 20

[1] 20:2 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[2] 20:3 Compare 2 Samuel 12:31; Hebrew he sawed

[3] 20:3 Compare 2 Samuel 12:31; Hebrew saws


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 21

[1] 21:25 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[2] 21:26 Hebrew he


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 22

[1] 22:14 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 23

[1] 23:2 Hebrew He

[2] 23:4 Hebrew lacks David said

[3] 23:7 Vulgate (compare Septuagint, Syriac); Hebrew to the Gershonite


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 24

[1] 24:23 Compare 23:19; Hebrew lacks Hebron

[2] 24:23 Compare 23:19; Hebrew lacks the chief

[3] 24:26 Or his son; also verse 27


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 25

[1] 25:3 One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts lack Shimei


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 26

[1] 26:17 Septuagint; Hebrew six Levites

[2] 26:18 Or court; Hebrew parbar (meaning unknown); twice in this verse

[3] 26:21 The Hebrew of verse 21 is uncertain

[4] 26:28 Hebrew Shelomith


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 27

[1] 27:4 Septuagint; Hebrew Ahohite and his division and Mikloth the chief officer

[2] 27:6 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew was his division


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 28

[1] 28:11 Hebrew lacks of the temple


Footnotes for 1 Chronicles, Chapter 29

[1] 29:4 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[2] 29:4 Septuagint; Hebrew houses

[3] 29:5 Or ordaining himself; Hebrew filling his hand

[4] 29:7 A daric was a coin weighing about 1/4 ounce or 8.5 grams

[5] 29:15 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew hope, or prospect
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2 Chronicles

Solomon Worships at Gibeon

 2 CHRONICLES 1 aSolomon the son of David established himself in his kingdom, band the LORD his God was with him and made him exceedingly great.

 2Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the ccommanders of thousands and of hundreds, to the judges, and to all the leaders in all Israel, the heads of fathers houses. 3And Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to dthe high place that was at Gibeon, efor fthe tent of meeting of God, which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness, was there. 4g(But David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim to the place that David had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem.) 5Moreover, hthe bronze altar that iBezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, had made, was there before the tabernacle of the LORD. And Solomon and the assembly jsought it[1] out. 6And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the LORD, which was at the tent of meeting, kand offered a thousand burnt offerings on it.

Solomon Prays for Wisdom

 7lIn that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, Ask what I shall give you. 8And Solomon said to God, You have shown great and steadfast love to David my father, mand have made me king in his place. 9O LORD God, nlet your word to David my father be now fulfilled, for you have made me king over a people as numerous oas the dust of the earth. 10Give me now wisdom and knowledge to pgo out and come in before this people, for who can govern this people of yours, which is so great? 11God answered Solomon, Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked for qpossessions, wealth, honor, or the life of those who hate you, and have not even asked for long life, but have asked for wisdom and knowledge for yourself that you may govern my people over whom I have made you king, 12wisdom and knowledge are granted to you. I will also give you qriches, possessions, and honor, rsuch as none of the kings had who were before you, and none after you shall have the like. 13So Solomon came from[2] the shigh place at Gibeon, from before tthe tent of meeting, to Jerusalem. And he reigned over Israel.

Solomon Given Wealth

 14uSolomon gathered together chariots and horsemen. vHe had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen, whom he stationed win the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 15And the king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah. 16And Solomons import of horses was from Egypt and Kue, and the kings traders would buy them from Kue for a price. 17They imported a chariot from Egypt for 600 shekels[3] of silver, and a horse for 150. Likewise through them these were exported to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria.

Preparing to Build the Temple

 2 CHRONICLES 2 [1] xNow Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the LORD, and a royal palace for himself. 2[2] yAnd Solomon assigned 70,000 men to bear burdens and 80,000 to quarry in the hill country, and z3,600 to oversee them. 3aAnd Solomon sent word to Hiram the king of Tyre: bAs you dealt with David my father and sent him cedar to build himself a house to dwell in, so deal with me. 4Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the LORD my God and dedicate it to him for the burning of cincense of sweet spices before him, and for dthe regular arrangement of the showbread, and for eburnt offerings morning and evening, fon the Sabbaths and the new moons and the appointed feasts of the LORD our God, as ordained forever for Israel. 5The house that I am to build will be great, gfor our God is greater than all gods. 6hBut who is able to build him a house, since hheaven, even highest heaven, cannot contain him? Who am I to build a house for him, except as a place to make offerings before him? 7So now isend me a man skilled to work in gold, silver, bronze, and iron, and in purple, crimson, and blue fabrics, trained also in engraving, to be with the skilled workers who are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, jwhom David my father provided. 8Send me also cedar, cypress, and algum timber from Lebanon, for I know that kyour servants know how to cut timber in Lebanon. And my servants will be with your servants, 9to prepare timber for me in abundance, for the house I am to build will be great and wonderful. 10lI will give for your servants, the woodsmen who cut timber, 20,000 cors[3] of crushed wheat, 20,000 cors of barley, 20,000 baths[4] of wine, and 20,000 baths of oil.

 11Then Hiram the king of Tyre answered in a letter that he sent to Solomon, mBecause the LORD loves his people, he has made you king over them. 12Hiram also said, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, nwho made heaven and earth, who has given King David a wise son, who has discretion and understanding, owho will build a temple for the LORD and a royal palace for himself.

 13Now I have sent a skilled man, who has understanding, Huram-abi, 14pthe son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre. He is qtrained to work in gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and wood, and in purple, blue, and crimson fabrics and fine linen, and to do all sorts of engraving and execute any design that may be assigned him, with your craftsmen, the craftsmen of my lord, David your father. 15Now therefore the wheat and barley, oil and wine, rof which my lord has spoken, let him send to his servants. 16sAnd we will cut whatever timber you need from Lebanon and bring it to you in rafts by sea to tJoppa, so that you may take it up to Jerusalem.

 17Then Solomon counted all the resident aliens who were in the land of Israel, uafter the census of them that David his father had taken, and there were found 153,600. 18vSeventy thousand of them he assigned to bear burdens, 80,000 to quarry in the hill country, and 3,600 as overseers to make the people work.

Solomon Builds the Temple

 2 CHRONICLES 3 wThen Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem xon Mount Moriah, where the LORD[1] had appeared to David his father, at the place that David had appointed, yon the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2He began to build in the second month of the fourth year of his reign. 3These are Solomons zmeasurements[2] for building the house of God: athe length, in cubits[3] of the old standard, was sixty cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. 4The vestibule in front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits long, equal to the width of the house,[4] and its height was 120 cubits. He overlaid it on the inside with pure gold. 5bThe nave he lined with cypress and covered it with fine gold cand made palms and chains on it. 6He adorned the house with settings of precious stones. The gold was gold of Parvaim. 7So he lined the house with goldits beams, its thresholds, its walls, and its doorscand he carved cherubim on the walls.

 8dAnd he made the Most Holy Place. Its length, corresponding to the breadth of the house, was twenty cubits, and its breadth was twenty cubits. He overlaid it with 600 talents[5] of fine gold. 9The weight of gold for the nails was fifty shekels.[6] And he overlaid ethe upper chambers with gold.

 10fIn the Most Holy Place he made two cherubim of wood[7] and overlaid[8] them with gold. 11The wings of the cherubim together extended twenty cubits: one wing of the one, of five cubits, touched the wall of the house, and its other wing, of five cubits, touched the wing of the other cherub; 12and of this cherub, one wing, of five cubits, touched the wall of the house, and the other wing, also of five cubits, was joined to the wing of the first cherub. 13The wings of these cherubim extended twenty cubits. The cherubim[9] stood on their feet, gfacing the nave. 14hAnd he made the veil of blue and purple and crimson fabrics and fine linen, and he worked cherubim on it.

 15iIn front of the house he made two pillars thirty-five cubits high, with a capital of five cubits on the top of each. 16He made chains like a necklace[10] and put them on the tops of the pillars, and he made a hundred pomegranates and put them on the chains. 17jHe set up the pillars in front of the temple, one on the south, the other on the north; that on the south he called Jachin, and that on the north Boaz.

The Temples Furnishings

 2 CHRONICLES 4 He made kan altar of bronze, twenty cubits[1] long and twenty cubits wide and ten cubits high. 2lThen he made the sea of cast metal. It was round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and five cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference. 3Under it were figures of gourds,[2] for ten cubits, compassing the sea all around. The gourds were in two rows, cast with it when it was cast. 4It stood on twelve oxen, three facing north, three facing west, three facing south, and three facing east. The sea was set on them, and all their rear parts were inward. 5Its thickness was a handbreadth.[3] And its brim was made like the brim of a cup, like the flower of a lily. mIt held 3,000 baths.[4] 6nHe also made ten basins in which to wash, and set five on the south side, and five on the north side. In these they were to rinse off what was used for the burnt offering, and the sea was for the priests to wash in.

 7And he made ten golden lampstands oas prescribed, and set them in the temple, five on the south side and five on the north. 8pHe also made ten tables and placed them in the temple, five on the south side and five on the north. And he made a hundred basins of gold. 9He made qthe court of the priests rand the great court and doors for the court and overlaid their doors with bronze. 10sAnd he set the sea at the southeast corner of the house.

 11tuHiram also made the pots, the shovels, and the basins. uSo Hiram finished the work that he did for King Solomon on the house of God: 12the two pillars, vthe bowls, and the two capitals on the top of the pillars; and the two latticeworks to cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on the top of the pillars; 13wand the 400 pomegranates for the two latticeworks, two rows of pomegranates for each latticework, to cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on the pillars. 14nHe made the stands also, and the basins on the stands, 15and the one sea, and the twelve oxen underneath it. 16The pots, the shovels, xthe forks, and all the equipment for these tyHuram-abi made of burnished bronze for King Solomon for the house of the LORD. 17In the plain of the Jordan the king cast them, in the clay ground between Succoth and Zeredah.[5] 18zSolomon made all these things in great quantities, for the weight of the bronze was not sought.

 19So Solomon made all the vessels that were in the house of God: the golden altar, athe tables for the bread of the Presence, 20the lampstands and their lamps of pure gold bto burn before the inner sanctuary, as prescribed; 21the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, of purest gold; 22the snuffers, basins, dishes for incense, and fire pans, of pure gold, and the sockets[6] of the temple, for the inner doors to the Most Holy Place and for the doors of the nave of the temple were of gold.

 2 CHRONICLES 5 cThus all the work that Solomon did for the house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, and stored the silver, the gold, and all the vessels in the treasuries of the house of God.

The Ark Brought to the Temple

 2Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers houses of the people of Israel, in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of dthe city of David, which is Zion. 3And all the men of Israel assembled before the king at the feast that is in the seventh month. 4And all the elders of Israel came, eand the Levites took up the ark. 5And they brought up the ark, the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; fthe Levitical priests brought them up. 6And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had assembled before him, were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. 7Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. 8The cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim made a covering above the ark and its poles. 9And the poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen gfrom the Holy Place before the inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen from outside. And they are[1] there to this day. 10There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets hthat Moses put there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they came out of Egypt. 11And when the priests came out of the Holy Place (for all the priests who were present had consecrated themselves, without regard to itheir divisions, 12and all the Levitical jsingers, kAsaph, lHeman, and Jeduthun, their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, with mcymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the altar with 120 npriests who were trumpeters; 13and it was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD), and when the song was raised, owith trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the LORD,

 pFor he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever,

the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, qfor the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.

Solomon Blesses the People

 2 CHRONICLES 6 rThen Solomon said, The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 2But I have built you san exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever. 3Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel stood. 4And he said, Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to David my father, saying, 5Since the day that I brought my people out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my name might be there, and I chose no man as prince over my people Israel; 6tbut I have chosen Jerusalem that my name may be there, uand I have chosen David to be over my people Israel. 7vNow it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 8But the LORD said to David my father, Whereas vit was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart. 9Nevertheless, it is not you who shall build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name. 10Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made. For I have risen in the place of David my father and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised, and I have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 11And there I have set the ark, win which is the covenant of the LORD that he made with the people of Israel.

Solomons Prayer of Dedication

 12Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands. 13xSolomon had made a bronze platform five cubits[1] long, five cubits wide, and three cubits high, and had set it in the court, and he stood on it. yThen he knelt on his knees in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven, 14and said, O LORD, God of Israel, zthere is no God like you, in heaven or on earth, akeeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart, 15bwho have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 16Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, cYou shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, dif only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk in my law as you have walked before me. 17Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David.

 18But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, eheaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, how much less this house that I have built! 19Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you, 20fthat your eyes may be open day and night toward this house, the place where you have promised to set your name, that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 21And listen to the pleas of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen from heaven your dwelling place, gand when you hear, forgive.

 22If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath and comes and swears his oath before your altar in this house, 23then hear from heaven and act and judge your servants, repaying the guilty by bringing his conduct on his own head, and vindicating the righteous by rewarding him according to his righteousness.

 24If your people Israel are defeated before the enemy because they have sinned against you, and they turn again and acknowledge your name and pray and plead with you in this house, 25gthen hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them again to the land that you gave to them and to their fathers.

 26hWhen heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from their sin, when you afflict[2] them, 27gthen hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel, when you teach them the good way[3] in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you have given to your people as an inheritance.

 28iIf there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, if their enemies besiege them in the land at their gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, 29whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each knowing his own affliction and his own sorrow and stretching out his hands toward this house, 30gthen hear from heaven your dwelling place and forgive and render to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways, jfor you, you only, know the hearts of the children of mankind, 31that they may fear you and walk in your ways all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our fathers.

 32Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far country for the sake of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm, when he comes and prays toward this house, 33hear from heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that this house kthat I have built is called by your name.

 34If your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way you shall send them, and they pray to you toward this city that you have chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 35then hear from heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause.

 36If they sin against youlfor there is no one who does not sinand you are angry with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a land far or near, 37yet if they turn their heart in the land to which they have been carried captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned and have acted perversely and wickedly, 38if they repent with all their mind and with all their heart in the land of their captivity to which they were carried captive, and pray toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 39then hear from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, and maintain their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you. 40Now, O my God, mlet your eyes be open nand your ears attentive to the prayer of this place.

 41 And now arise, O LORD God, and go to your oresting place,

you and the ark of your might.

Let your priests, O LORD God, be pclothed with salvation,

and let your saints qrejoice in your goodness.

42 O LORD God, rdo not turn away the face of your anointed one!

sRemember your steadfast love for David your servant.

Fire from Heaven

 2 CHRONICLES 7 tAs soon as Solomon finished his prayer, ufire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, vand the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 2And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the LORDs house. 3When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, For he is good, wfor his steadfast love endures forever.

The Dedication of the Temple

 4xThen the king and all the people offered sacrifice before the LORD. 5King Solomon offered as a sacrifice 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God. 6The priests stood at their posts; ythe Levites also, with the instruments for music to the LORD that King David had made for giving thanks to the LORDwfor his steadfast love endures foreverwhenever David offered praises by their ministry;[1] zopposite them the priests sounded trumpets, and all Israel stood.

 7aAnd Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was before the house of the LORD, for there he offered the burnt offering and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar Solomon had made could not hold the burnt offering and the grain offering and the fat.

 8At that time Solomon held the feast for seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great assembly, from bLebo-hamath to the cBrook of Egypt. 9And on the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, for they had kept the dedication of the altar seven days and the feast seven days. 10On the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their homes, joyful and glad of heart for the prosperity that the LORD had granted to David and to Solomon and to Israel his people.

If My People Pray

 11dThus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the kings house. All that Solomon had planned to do in the house of the LORD and in his own house he successfully accomplished. 12Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: I have heard your prayer eand have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 13fWhen I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 14if my people who are called by my name ghumble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15hNow my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 16eFor now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 17And as for you, if you will walk before me as David your father walked, doing according to all that I have commanded you and keeping my statutes and my rules, 18then I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father, saying, iYou shall not lack a man to rule Israel.

 19jBut if you[2] turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments that I have set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, 20kthen I will pluck you[3] up from my land that I have given you, and this house that I have consecrated for my name, I will cast out of my sight, and I will make it la proverb and a byword among all peoples. 21And at this house, which was exalted, everyone passing by will be astonished and say, mWhy has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house? 22Then they will say, Because they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods and worshiped them and served them. Therefore he has brought all this disaster on them.

Solomons Accomplishments

 2 CHRONICLES 8 nAt the end of twenty years, in which Solomon had built the house of the LORD and his own house, 2Solomon rebuilt the cities that Hiram had given to him, and settled the people of Israel in them.

 3And Solomon went to Hamath-zobah and took it. 4He built Tadmor in the wilderness and all the store cities that he built in Hamath. 5He also built oUpper Beth-horon and Lower Beth-horon, pfortified cities pwith walls, gates, and bars, 6and Baalath, and all the store cities that Solomon had and all the cities for his chariots and the cities for his horsemen, and whatever Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion. 7qAll the people who were left of the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of Israel, 8from their descendants who were left after them in the land, whom the people of Israel had not destroyedthese Solomon drafted ras forced labor, and so they are to this day. 9But of the people of Israel Solomon made no slaves for his work; they were soldiers, and his officers, the commanders of his chariots, and his horsemen. 10And these were the chief officers of King Solomon, 250, who exercised authority over the people.

 11sSolomon brought Pharaohs daughter up from the city of David to the house that he had built for her, for he said, My wife shall not live in the house of David king of Israel, for the places to which the ark of the LORD has come are holy.

 12Then Solomon offered up burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of the LORD tthat he had built before the vestibule, 13uas the duty of each day required, offering vaccording to the commandment of Moses for the Sabbaths, the new moons, and the wthree annual feaststhe Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Booths. 14According to the ruling of David his father, he appointed xthe divisions of the priests for their service, yand the Levites for their offices of praise and zministry before the priests uas the duty of each day required, and athe gatekeepers in their divisions at each gate, for so David bthe man of God had commanded. 15And they did not turn aside from what the king had commanded the priests and Levites concerning any matter and concerning the treasuries.

 16Thus was accomplished all the work of Solomon from[1] the day the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid until it was finished. So the house of the LORD was completed.

 17Then Solomon went to cEzion-geber and dEloth on the shore of the sea, in the land of Edom. 18And Hiram sent to him by the hand of his servants ships and servants familiar with the sea, and they went to Ophir together with the servants of Solomon and brought from there e450 talents[2] of gold and brought it to King Solomon.

The Queen of Sheba

 2 CHRONICLES 9 fNow when gthe queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to Jerusalem to test him with hard questions, having a very great retinue and camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. 2And Solomon answered all her questions. There was nothing hidden from Solomon that he could not explain to her. 3And when gthe queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 4the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, and their clothing, his cupbearers, and their clothing, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more breath in her.

 5And she said to the king, The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom, 6but I did not believe the[1] reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, half the greatness of your wisdom was not told me; you surpass the report that I heard. 7Happy are your wives![2] Happy are these your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! 8Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you hand set you on his throne as king for the LORD your God! iBecause your God loved Israel and would establish them forever, he has made you king over them, that you may execute justice and righteousness. 9Then she gave the king 120 talents[3] of gold, and a very great quantity of spices, and precious stones. There were no spices such as those that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

 10Moreover, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Solomon, jwho brought gold from Ophir, brought algum wood and precious stones. 11And the king made from the algum wood ksupports for the house of the LORD and for the kings house, lyres also and harps for the singers. There never was seen the like of them before in the land of Judah.

 12And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, whatever she asked lbesides what she had brought to the king. So she turned and went back to her own land with her servants.

Solomons Wealth

 13mNow the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold, 14besides that which the explorers and merchants brought. nAnd all the kings of Arabia and the governors of the land brought gold and silver to Solomon. 15King Solomon made 200 large shields of beaten gold; 600 shekels[4] of beaten gold went into each shield. 16And he made 300 shields of beaten gold; o300 shekels of gold went into each shield; and the king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon. 17The king also made a great ivory throne and overlaid it with pure gold. 18The throne had six steps and a footstool of gold, which were attached to the throne, and on each side of the seat were armrests and two lions standing beside the armrests, 19while twelve lions stood there, one on each end of a step on the six steps. Nothing like it was ever made for any kingdom. 20All King Solomons drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. Silver was not considered as anything in the days of Solomon. 21For the kings ships went to pTarshish with the servants of Hiram. Once every three years the ships of Tarshish used to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.[5]

 22Thus King Solomon qexcelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. 23And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind. 24Every one of them brought his present, articles of silver and of gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by year. 25And Solomon had r4,000 stalls for horses and chariots, and 12,000 horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 26sAnd he ruled over all the kings tfrom the Euphrates[6] to the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. 27uAnd the king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah. 28vAnd horses were imported for Solomon from Egypt and from all lands.

Solomons Death

 29wNow the rest of the acts of Solomon, from xfirst to last, are they not written in the history of yNathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of zAhijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of aIddo bthe seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat? 30Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years. 31And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in cthe city of David his father, and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

The Revolt Against Rehoboam

 2 CHRONICLES 10 dRehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king. 2And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was in Egypt, ewhere he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3And they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4fYour father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you. 5He said to them, Come to me again in three days. So the people went away.

 6Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men,[1] who had stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, How do you advise me to answer this people? 7And they said to him, gIf you will be good to this people and please them and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever. 8But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him, and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him. 9And he said to them, What do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, Lighten the yoke that your father put on us? 10And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, Thus shall you speak to the people who said to you, Your father made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us; thus shall you say to them, My little finger is thicker than my fathers thighs. 11And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.

 12So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, Come to me again the third day. 13And the king answered them harshly; and forsaking the counsel of the old men, 14King Rehoboam spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions. 15So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by God that the LORD might fulfill his word, hwhich he spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

 16And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, What portion have we in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. iEach of you to your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David. So all Israel went to their tents. 17But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. 18Then King Rehoboam sent jHadoram,[2] who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and the people of Israel stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam quickly mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

Rehoboam Secures His Kingdom

 2 CHRONICLES 11 kWhen Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled the house of Judah and Benjamin, 180,000 chosen warriors, to fight against Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam. 2But the word of the LORD came to lShemaiah the man of God: 3Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, 4Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight against myour relatives. Return every man to his home, for this thing is from me. So they listened to the word of the LORD and returned and did not go against Jeroboam.

 5Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and he built ncities for defense in Judah. 6He built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, 8Gath, oMareshah, Ziph, 9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 10Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, fortified cities that are in Judah and in Benjamin. 11He made the fortresses strong, and put commanders in them, and stores of food, oil, and wine. 12And he put shields and spears in all the cities and made them very strong. So he held Judah and Benjamin.

Priests and Levites Come to Jerusalem

 13And the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel presented themselves to him from all places where they lived. 14For the Levites left ptheir common lands and their holdings and came to Judah and Jerusalem, qbecause Jeroboam and his sons cast them out from serving as priests of the LORD, 15and he appointed his own rpriests for the high places and for the goat idols and for sthe calves that he had made. 16tAnd those who had set their hearts to seek the LORD God of Israel came after them from all the tribes of Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 17uThey strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and for three years they made Rehoboam the son of Solomon secure, for they walked for three years in the way of David and Solomon.

Rehoboams Family

 18Rehoboam took as wife Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of David, and of Abihail the daughter of vEliab the son of Jesse, 19and she bore him sons, Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20After her he took wMaacah the daughter of Absalom, who bore him xAbijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith. 21Rehoboam loved Maacah the daughter of Absalom above all his wives and concubines (he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and fathered twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters). 22yAnd Rehoboam appointed xAbijah the son of Maacah as chief prince among his brothers, for he intended to make him king. 23And he dealt wisely and distributed some of his sons through all the districts of Judah and Benjamin, in all the fortified cities, and he gave them abundant provisions and procured wives for them.[1]

Egypt Plunders Jerusalem

 2 CHRONICLES 12 zWhen the rule of Rehoboam was established aand he was strong, bhe abandoned the law of the LORD, and all Israel with him. 2cIn the fifth year of King Rehoboam, because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, dShishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem 3with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the people were without number who came with him from EgypteLibyans, Sukkiim, and Ethiopians. 4And he took fthe fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. 5Then gShemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and to the princes of Judah, who had gathered at Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, Thus says the LORD, hYou abandoned me, so I have abandoned you to the hand of Shishak. 6Then the princes of iIsrael and the king humbled themselves and said, jThe LORD is righteous. 7When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah: kThey have humbled themselves. I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance, land my wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 8Nevertheless, they shall be servants to him, mthat they may know my service and the service of the kingdoms of the countries.

 9nSo Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. He took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the kings house. He took away everything. He also took away othe shields of gold that Solomon had made, 10and King Rehoboam made in their place shields of bronze and committed them to the hands of the officers of the guard, who kept the door of the kings house. 11And as often as the king went into the house of the LORD, the guard came and carried them and brought them back to the guardroom. 12And when phe humbled himself the wrath of the LORD turned from him, so as not to make a complete destruction. Moreover, qconditions were good[1] in Judah.

 13rSo King Rehoboam grew strong in Jerusalem and reigned. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city that the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel to put his name there. His mothers name was Naamah the Ammonite. 14And he did evil, sfor he did not set his heart to seek the LORD.

 15tNow the acts of Rehoboam, ufrom first to last, are they not written in the chronicles of vShemaiah the prophet and of wIddo xthe seer?[2] There were continual wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 16And Rehoboam slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David, and yAbijah[3] his son reigned in his place.

Abijah Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 13 zIn the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, yAbijah began to reign over Judah. 2He reigned for three years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was aMicaiah[1] the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah.

bNow there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3Abijah went out to battle, having an army of valiant men of war, 400,000 chosen men. And Jeroboam cdrew up his line of battle against him with 800,000 chosen mighty warriors. 4Then Abijah stood up on Mount dZemaraim that is in ethe hill country of Ephraim and said, Hear me, O Jeroboam and all Israel! 5Ought you not to know that the LORD God of Israel fgave the kingship over Israel forever to David and his sons by ga covenant of salt? 6Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon the son of David, rose up hand rebelled against his lord, 7and certain iworthless scoundrels gathered about him and defied Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was jyoung and irresolute[2] and could not withstand them.

 8And now you think to withstand the kingdom of the LORD in the hand of the sons of David, because you are a great multitude and have with you kthe golden calves that Jeroboam made you for gods. 9lHave you not driven out the priests of the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and made priests for yourselves like the peoples of other lands? Whoever comes mfor ordination[3] with a young bull or seven rams becomes a priest of what are nno gods. 10But as for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not forsaken him. We have priests ministering to the LORD who are sons of Aaron, and Levites for their service. 11They offer to the LORD oevery morning and every evening burnt offerings and incense of sweet spices, set out pthe showbread on the table of pure gold, qand care for the golden lampstand that its lamps may rburn every evening. For we skeep the charge of the LORD our God, but you have forsaken him. 12Behold, God is with us at our head, and his priests twith their battle trumpets to sound the call to battle against you. O sons of Israel, udo not fight against the LORD, the God of your fathers, for you cannot succeed.

 13Jeroboam had sent van ambush around to come upon them from behind. Thus his troops[4] were in front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them. 14And when Judah looked, behold, the battle was in front of and behind them. wAnd they cried to the LORD, and the priests tblew the trumpets. 15Then the men of Judah raised the battle shout. And when the men of Judah shouted, xGod defeated Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16The men of Israel fled before Judah, yand God gave them into their hand. 17Abijah and his people struck them with great force, so there fell slain of Israel 500,000 chosen men. 18Thus the men of Israel were subdued at that time, and the men of Judah prevailed, zbecause they relied on the LORD, the God of their fathers. 19And Abijah pursued Jeroboam aand took cities from him, Bethel with its villages and Jeshanah with its villages and bEphron[5] with its villages. 20Jeroboam did not recover his power in the days of Abijah. cAnd the LORD struck him down, dand he died. 21But Abijah grew mighty. And he took fourteen wives and had twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters. 22The rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways and his sayings, are written in the estory of the prophet fIddo.

Asa Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 14 [1] gAbijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David. And Asa his son reigned in his place. In his days the land had rest for ten years. 2[2] And Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God. 3He took away the foreign altars hand the high places and broke down ithe pillars and cut down the jAsherim 4and commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to keep the law and the commandment. 5He also took out of all the cities of Judah hthe high places and the kincense altars. And the kingdom had rest under him. 6He built lfortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest. He had no war in those years, mfor the LORD gave him peace. 7And he said to Judah, Let us build these cities and surround them with nwalls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, because we have sought the LORD our God. We have sought him, mand he has given us peace on every side. So they built and prospered. 8And Asa had an army of o300,000 from Judah, armed with large shields and spears, and 280,000 men from Benjamin that carried shields and drew bows. All these were mighty men of valor.

 9Zerah pthe Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and 300 chariots, and came as far as qMareshah. 10And Asa went out to meet him, and rthey drew up their lines of battle in the Valley of Zephathah at qMareshah. 11And Asa scried to the LORD his God, O LORD, there is none like you to help, between the mighty and the weak. Help us, O LORD our God, tfor we rely on you, uand in your name we have come against this multitude. O LORD, you are our God; let not man prevail against you. 12vSo the LORD defeated the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 13Asa and the people who were with him pursued them as far as wGerar, and the Ethiopians fell until none remained alive, for they were broken before the LORD and his army. The men of Judah[3] carried away very much spoil. 14And they attacked all the cities around wGerar, xfor the fear of the LORD was upon them. They plundered all the cities, for there was much plunder in them. 15And they struck down the tents of those who had livestock and carried away sheep in abundance and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.

Asas Religious Reforms

 2 CHRONICLES 15 yThe Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded, 2and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: zThe LORD is with you while you are with him. aIf you seek him, he will be found by you, bbut if you forsake him, he will forsake you. 3cFor a long time Israel was without the true God, and without a teaching priest and without law, 4dbut when in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them. 5In those times there was no peace eto him who went out or to him who came in, for great disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. 6They were broken in pieces. Nation was crushed by nation and city by city, for God troubled them with every sort of distress. 7fBut you, take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, gfor your work shall be rewarded.

 8As soon as Asa heard these words, hthe prophecy of Azariah the son of Oded, he took courage and put away the detestable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from ithe cities that he had taken in jthe hill country of Ephraim, and he repaired the altar of the LORD kthat was in front of the vestibule of the house of the LORD.[1] 9And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, land those from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon who were residing with them, for great numbers had deserted to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 10They were gathered at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 11They sacrificed to the LORD on that day mfrom the spoil that they had brought 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep. 12nAnd they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul, 13but that whoever would not seek the LORD, the God of Israel, oshould be put to death, whether young or old, man or woman. 14They swore an oath to the LORD with a loud voice and with shouting and with trumpets and with horns. 15And all Judah rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart and had sought him with their whole desire, and he was found by them, pand the LORD gave them rest all around.

 16qEven Maacah, rhis mother, King Asa removed from being queen mother because she had made a detestable image sfor Asherah. Asa cut down her image, tcrushed it, and burned it at the brook Kidron. 17uBut the high places were not taken out of Israel. Nevertheless, the heart of Asa was wholly true all his days. 18And he brought into the house of God the sacred gifts of his father and his own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels. 19And there was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of the reign of Asa.

Asas Last Years

 2 CHRONICLES 16 vIn the wthirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and built Ramah, xthat he might permit no one to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 2Then Asa took silver and gold from the treasures of the house of the LORD and the kings house and sent them to Ben-hadad king of Syria, who lived in Damascus, saying, 3There is a covenant[1] between me and you, as there was between my father and your father. Behold, I am sending to you silver and gold. Go, break your covenant with Baasha king of Israel, that he may withdraw from me. 4And Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel, and they conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel-maim, and all the ystore cities of Naphtali. 5And when Baasha heard of it, he stopped building Ramah and let his work cease. 6Then King Asa took all Judah, and they carried away the stones of Ramah and its timber, with which Baasha had been building, and with them he built Geba and Mizpah.

 7At that time zHanani athe seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him, bBecause you relied on the king of Syria, and did not rely on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Syria has escaped you. 8Were not cthe Ethiopians and dthe Libyans a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet ebecause you relied on the LORD, he gave them into your hand. 9fFor the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those gwhose heart is blameless[2] toward him. hYou have done foolishly in this, for from now on iyou will have wars. 10Then Asa was angry with the seer and put him jin the stocks in prison, for he was in a rage with him because of this. And Asa inflicted cruelties upon some of the people at the same time.

 11kThe acts of Asa, from first to last, are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 12In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was diseased in his feet, and his disease became severe. Yet even in his disease he did not seek the LORD, but sought help from physicians. 13And Asa slept with his fathers, dying in the forty-first year of his reign. 14They buried him in the tomb that he had cut for himself in the city of David. They laid him on a bier lthat had been filled with various kinds of spices prepared by the perfumers art, mand they made a very great fire in his honor.

Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 17 Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place and strengthened himself against Israel. 2He placed forces in all the nfortified cities of Judah and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim othat Asa his father had captured. 3The LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the earlier ways of his father David. He did not seek the Baals, 4but sought the God of his father and walked in his commandments, pand not according to the practices of Israel. 5Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his hand. And all Judah qbrought tribute to Jehoshaphat, rand he had great riches and honor. 6His heart was courageous in the ways of the LORD. And furthermore, she took the high places and the Asherim out of Judah.

 7In the third year of his reign he sent his officials, Ben-hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, tto teach in the cities of Judah; 8uand with them the Levites, Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah; and with these Levites, the priests Elishama and Jehoram. 9And tthey taught in Judah, having the Book of the Law of the LORD with them. They went about through all the cities of Judah and taught among the people.

 10vAnd the fear of the LORD fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, and they made no war against Jehoshaphat. 11Some of the Philistines wbrought Jehoshaphat presents and silver for tribute, and the Arabians also brought him 7,700 rams and 7,700 goats. 12And Jehoshaphat grew steadily greater. He built in Judah fortresses and store cities, 13and he had large supplies in the cities of Judah. He had soldiers, mighty men of valor, in Jerusalem. 14This was the muster of them by fathers houses: Of Judah, the commanders of thousands: Adnah the commander, with 300,000 mighty men of valor; 15and next to him Jehohanan the commander, with 280,000; 16and next to him Amasiah the son of Zichri, xa volunteer for the service of the LORD, with 200,000 mighty men of valor. 17Of Benjamin: Eliada, a mighty man of valor, with 200,000 men yarmed with bow and shield; 18and next to him Jehozabad with 180,000 armed for war. 19These were in the service of the king, besides zthose whom the king had placed in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.

	

Jehoshaphat Allies with Ahab

 2 CHRONICLES 18 Now Jehoshaphat ahad great riches and honor, band he made a marriage alliance with Ahab. 2cAfter some years he went down to Ahab in Samaria. And Ahab killed an abundance of sheep and oxen for him and for the people who were with him, and induced him to go up against Ramoth-gilead. 3Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead? He answered him, I am as you are, my people as your people. We will be with you in the war.

 4And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Inquire first for the word of the LORD. 5Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, four hundred men, and said to them, Shall we go to battle against Ramoth-gilead, or shall I refrain? And they said, Go up, for God will give it into the hand of the king. 6But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here another prophet of the LORD of whom we may inquire? 7And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD, Micaiah the son of Imlah; but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 8Then the king of Israel summoned an officer and said, Bring quickly Micaiah the son of Imlah. 9Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their robes. And they were sitting at the threshing floor dat the entrance of the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets were prophesying before them. 10And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made for himself horns of iron and said, Thus says the LORD, With these you shall push the Syrians until they are destroyed. 11And all the prophets prophesied so and said, Go up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph. The LORD will give it into the hand of the king.

 12And the messenger who went to summon Micaiah said to him, Behold, the words of the prophets with one accord are favorable to the king. Let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak favorably. 13But Micaiah said, eAs the LORD lives, fwhat my God says, that I will speak. 14And when he had come to the king, the king said to him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I refrain? And he answered, Go up and triumph; they will be given into your hand. 15But the king said to him, How many times shall I make you swear that you speak to me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD? 16And he said, I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, gas sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, These have no master; let each return to his home in peace. 17And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell you that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil? 18And Micaiah said, Therefore hear the word of the LORD: hI saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left. 19And the LORD said, Who will entice Ahab the king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one said one thing, and another said another. 20Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, I will entice him. And the LORD said to him, By what means? 21And he said, I will go out, and will be ia lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so. 22Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these your prophets. The LORD has declared disaster concerning you.

 23Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near jand struck Micaiah on the cheek and said, Which way did the Spirit of the LORD go from me to speak to you? 24And Micaiah said, Behold, you shall see on that day when you go into an inner chamber to hide yourself. 25And the king of Israel said, Seize Micaiah and take him back to Amon kthe governor of the city and to Joash the kings son, 26and say, Thus says the king, lPut this fellow in prison and feed him with meager rations of bread and water until I return in peace. 27And Micaiah said, If you return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me. And he said, mHear, all you peoples!

The Defeat and Death of Ahab

 28So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 29And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself and go into battle, but you wear your robes. And the king of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle. 30Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of his chariots, Fight with neither small nor great, but only with the king of Israel. 31As soon as the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, It is the king of Israel. So they turned to fight against him. And Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him; God drew them away from him. 32For as soon as the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him. 33But a certain man drew his bow at random[1] and struck the king of Israel between the scale armor and the breastplate. Therefore he said to the driver of his chariot, Turn around and carry me out of the battle, for I am wounded. 34And the battle continued that day, and the king of Israel was propped up in his chariot facing the Syrians until evening. Then at sunset he died.

Jehoshaphats Reforms

 2 CHRONICLES 19 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his house in Jerusalem. 2But nJehu the son of oHanani pthe seer went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, Should you qhelp the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, rwrath has gone out against you from the LORD. 3Nevertheless, ssome good is found in you, for tyou destroyed the Asheroth out of the land, and have uset your heart to seek God.

 4Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again among the people, from Beersheba to vthe hill country of Ephraim, and brought them back to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 5He appointed wjudges in the land in all xthe fortified cities of Judah, city by city, 6and said to the judges, Consider what you do, yfor you judge not for man but for the LORD. He is with you in giving judgment. 7Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Be careful what you do, for zthere is no injustice with the LORD our God, aor partiality or taking bribes.

 8Moreover, in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat bappointed certain Levites and priests and heads of families of Israel, yto give judgment for the LORD and to decide disputed cases. They had their seat at Jerusalem. 9And he charged them: cThus you shall do in the fear of the LORD, in faithfulness, dand with your whole heart: 10ewhenever a case comes to you from your brothers who live in their cities, concerning bloodshed, law or commandment, statutes or rules, then you shall warn them, that they may not incur guilt before the LORD and fwrath may not come upon you and your brothers. Thus you shall do, and you will not incur guilt. 11And behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you gin all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the governor of the house of Judah, in all the kings matters, and the Levites will serve you as officers. hDeal courageously, and may the LORD be with the upright![1]

Jehoshaphats Prayer

 2 CHRONICLES 20 After this ithe Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the Meunites,[1] came against Jehoshaphat for battle. 2Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, A great multitude is coming against you from Edom,[2] from beyond the sea; and, behold, they are in jHazazon-tamar (that is, kEngedi). 3Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face lto seek the LORD, and mproclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 4And Judah assembled to seek help from the LORD; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

 5And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court, 6and said, O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not nGod in heaven? You orule over all the kingdoms of the nations. pIn your hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. 7Did you not, our God, qdrive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give it forever to the descendants of rAbraham your friend? 8And they have lived in it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, 9sIf disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment,[3] or pestilence, or famine, twe will stand before this house and before youufor your name is in this houseand cry out to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save. 10And now behold, the men of vAmmon and Moab and wMount Seir, whom xyou would not let Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, yand whom they avoided and did not destroy 11behold, they reward us zby coming to drive us out of your possession, which you have given us to inherit. 12O our God, will you not aexecute judgment on them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know what to do, but bour eyes are on you.

 13Meanwhile all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. 14And cthe Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. 15And he said, Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD to you, dDo not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, efor the battle is not yours but Gods. 16Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come up by the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of fthe valley, east of the wilderness of Jeruel. 17gYou will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of the LORD on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem. dDo not be afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, hand the LORD will be with you.

 18Then Jehoshaphat ibowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the LORD, worshiping the LORD. 19And the Levites, of the jKohathites and the kKorahites, stood up to praise the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice.

 20And they rose early in the morning and went out into lthe wilderness of Tekoa. And when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem! mBelieve in the LORD your God, and you will be established; believe his prophets, and you will succeed. 21And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to sing to the LORD and praise him nin holy attire, as they went before the army, and say,

 oGive thanks to the LORD,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

 22And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set pan ambush against the men of qAmmon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed. 23For the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to destruction, and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, rthey all helped to destroy one another.

The LORD Delivers Judah

 24When Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness, they looked toward the horde, and behold, there[4] were dead bodies lying on the ground; none had escaped. 25When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their spoil, they found among them, in great numbers, goods, clothing, and precious things, which they took for themselves until they could carry no more. They were three days in taking the spoil, it was so much. 26On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Beracah,[5] for there they blessed the LORD. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Beracah to this day. 27Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat at their head, returning to Jerusalem with joy, sfor the LORD had made them rejoice over their enemies. 28They came to Jerusalem with harps and lyres and trumpets, to the house of the LORD. 29tAnd the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, ufor his God gave him rest all around.

 31vThus Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thirty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 32He walked in the way of Asa his father and did not turn aside from it, doing what was right in the sight of the LORD. 33wThe high places, however, were not taken away; xthe people had not yet set their hearts upon the God of their fathers.

 34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, from first to last, are written in the chronicles of yJehu the son of Hanani, zwhich are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel.

The End of Jehoshaphats Reign

 35aAfter this Jehoshaphat king of Judah joined with Ahaziah king of Israel, who acted wickedly. 36He joined him in building ships to go to bTarshish, and they built the ships in Ezion-geber. 37Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, cBecause you have joined with Ahaziah, the LORD will destroy what you have made. And the ships were wrecked and were not able to go to Tarshish.

Jehoram Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 21 dJehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David, and Jehoram his son reigned in his place. 2He had brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah; all these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of eIsrael.[1] 3Their father gave them great gifts of silver, gold, and valuable possessions, together with ffortified cities in Judah, but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram, because he was the firstborn. 4When Jehoram had ascended the throne of his father and was established, he killed all his brothers with the sword, and also some of the princes of eIsrael. 5gJehoram was hthirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6iAnd he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, for jthe daughter of Ahab was his wife. And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 7Yet the LORD was not willing to destroy the house of David, because of the covenant that he had made with David, and since he had promised to give ka lamp to him and to his sons forever.

 8In his days Edom revolted from the lrule of Judah and set up a king of their own. 9Then Jehoram passed over with his commanders and all his chariots, and he rose by night and struck the Edomites who had surrounded him and his chariot commanders. 10So Edom revolted from mthe rule of Judah to this day. At that time Libnah also revolted from his rule, because he had forsaken the LORD, the God of his fathers.

 11Moreover, he made high places in the hill country of Judah and led the inhabitants of Jerusalem ninto whoredom and made Judah go astray. 12And a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father, oBecause you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your father, or pin the ways of Asa king of Judah, 13ibut have walked in the way of the kings of Israel and have enticed Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem ninto whoredom, qas the house of Ahab led Israel into whoredom, and also you rhave killed your brothers, of your fathers house, who were better than you, 14behold, the LORD will bring a great plague on your people, your children, your wives, and all your possessions, 15and you yourself will have a severe sickness swith a disease of your bowels, until your bowels come out because of the disease, day by day.

 16tAnd the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the anger[2] of the Philistines and of uthe Arabians who are near the Ethiopians. 17And they came up against Judah and invaded it and carried away all the possessions they found that belonged to the kings house, and also his sons and his wives, so that no son was left to him except vJehoahaz, his youngest son.

 18And after all this the LORD struck him win his bowels with an incurable disease. 19In the course of time, at the end of two years, his bowels came out because of the disease, and he died in great agony. His people made no fire in his honor, xlike the fires made for his fathers. 20yHe was thirty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he departed zwith no ones regret. aThey buried him in the city of David, but not in the tombs of the kings.

Ahaziah Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 22 bAnd the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his place, for the band of men that came with cthe Arabians to the camp had killed all the older sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned. 2Ahaziah was twenty-two[1] years old when he began to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Athaliah, dthe granddaughter of Omri. 3He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother was his counselor in doing wickedly. 4He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as the house of Ahab had done. For after the death of his father they were his counselors, to his undoing. 5He even followed their counsel and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to make war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead. And the Syrians wounded Joram, 6and he returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that he had received at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was wounded.

 7But it was ordained by God that the downfall of Ahaziah should come about through his going to visit Joram. For when he came there, ehe went out with Jehoram to meet Jehu the son of Nimshi, fwhom the LORD had anointed to destroy the house of Ahab. 8gAnd when Jehu was hexecuting judgment on the house of Ahab, he met the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziahs brothers, who attended Ahaziah, and he killed them. 9iHe searched for Ahaziah, and he was captured while hiding in Samaria, and he was brought to Jehu and put to death. jThey buried him, for they said, He is the grandson of Jehoshaphat, kwho sought the LORD with all his heart. And the house of Ahaziah had no one able to rule the kingdom.

Athaliah Reigns in Judah

 10lNow when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal family of the house of Judah. 11But Jehoshabeath,[2] the daughter of the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the kings sons who were about to be put to death, and she put him and his nurse in a bedroom. Thus Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram and wife of Jehoiada the priest, because she was a sister of Ahaziah, hid him[3] from Athaliah, so that she did not put him to death. 12And he remained with them six years, hidden in the house of God, while Athaliah reigned over the land.

Joash Made King

 2 CHRONICLES 23 mBut in the seventh year Jehoiada took courage and entered into a covenant with the commanders of hundreds, Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri. 2And they went about through nJudah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the heads of fathers houses of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. 3And all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And Jehoiada[1] said to them, Behold, the kings son! Let him reign, oas the LORD spoke concerning the sons of David. 4This is the thing that you shall do: pof you priests and Levites who come off duty on the Sabbath, one third shall be gatekeepers, 5and one third shall be at the kings house and one third at the Gate of the Foundation. And all the people shall be in the courts of the house of the LORD. 6Let no one enter the house of the LORD except the priests qand ministering Levites. They may enter, for they are holy, but all the people shall keep the charge of the LORD. 7The Levites shall surround the king, each with his weapons in his hand. And whoever enters the house shall be put to death. Be with the king when he comes in and when he goes out.

 8The Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded, and they each brought his men, who were to go off duty on the Sabbath, with those who were to come on duty on the Sabbath, for Jehoiada the priest did not dismiss rthe divisions. 9And Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains the spears and the large and small shields that had been King Davids, which were in the house of God. 10And he set all the people as a guard for the king, every man with his weapon in his hand, from the south side of the house to the north side of the house, around the altar and the house. 11Then they brought out the kings son and put the crown on him and gave him sthe testimony. And they proclaimed him king, and Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and they said, tLong live the king.

Athaliah Executed

 12When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she went into the house of the LORD to the people. 13And when she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar at the entrance, and the captains and the trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of the land rejoicing and blowing trumpets, and the singers with their musical instruments leading in the celebration. And Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, Treason! Treason! 14Then Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains who were set over the army, saying to them, Bring her out between the ranks, and anyone who follows her is to be put to death with the sword. For the priest said, Do not put her to death in the house of the LORD. 15So they laid hands on her,[2] and she went into the entrance of uthe horse gate of the kings house, and they put her to death there.

Jehoiadas Reforms

 16And Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the people and the king that they should be the LORDs people. 17Then all the people went to the house of Baal and tore it down; his altars and his images they broke in pieces, vand they killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. 18And Jehoiada posted watchmen for the house of the LORD under the direction of wthe Levitical priests and the Levites xwhom David had organized to be in charge of the house of the LORD, to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, yas it is written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, zaccording to the order of David. 19He stationed athe gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD so that no one should enter who was in any way unclean. 20And he took the captains, the nobles, the governors of the people, and all the people of the land, and they brought the king down from the house of the LORD, marching bthrough the upper gate to the kings house. And they set the king on the royal throne. 21So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet after Athaliah had been put to death with the sword.

Joash Repairs the Temple

 2 CHRONICLES 24 cJoash[1] was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2dAnd Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 3Jehoiada got for him two wives, and he had sons and daughters.

 4After this Joash edecided to frestore the house of the LORD. 5And he gathered the priests and the Levites and said to them, Go out to the cities of gJudah and gather from all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that you act quickly. But the Levites did not act quickly. 6So the king summoned Jehoiada the chief and said to him, Why have you not required the Levites to bring in from Judah and Jerusalem hthe tax levied by Moses, the servant of the LORD, and the congregation of Israel for ithe tent of testimony? 7For jthe sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken into the house of God, and had also used all kthe dedicated things of the house of the LORD for the Baals.

 8So the king commanded, and they made a chest and set it outside the gate of the house of the LORD. 9And lproclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem to bring in for the LORD hthe tax that Moses the servant of God laid on Israel in the wilderness. 10And all the princes and all the people rejoiced and brought their tax and dropped it into the chest until they had finished.[2] 11And whenever the chest was brought to the kings officers by the Levites, when they saw that there was much money in it, the kings secretary and the officer of the chief priest would come and empty the chest and take it and return it to its place. Thus they did day after day, and collected money in abundance. 12And the king and Jehoiada gave it to those who had charge of the work of the house of the LORD, and they hired masons and carpenters to restore the house of the LORD, and also workers in iron and bronze to repair the house of the LORD. 13So those who were engaged in the work labored, and the repairing went forward in their hands, and they restored the house of God to its proper condition and strengthened it. 14And when they had finished, they brought the rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada, and with it mwere made utensils for the house of the LORD, both for the service and for the burnt offerings, and dishes for incense and vessels of gold and silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the LORD regularly all the days of Jehoiada.

 15But Jehoiada grew old and full of days, and died. He was 130 years old at his death. 16And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, and toward God and his house.

 17Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to them. 18And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served othe Asherim and the idols. And pwrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19qYet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the LORD. rThese testified against them, but they would not pay attention.

Joashs Treachery

 20sThen the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah tthe son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to them, Thus says God, uWhy do you break the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? vBecause you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you. 21But wthey conspired against him, xand by command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the LORD. 22Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariahs father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, May the LORD see yand avenge![3]

Joash Assassinated

 23At the end of the year zthe army of the Syrians came up against Joash. They came to Judah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the princes of the people from among the people and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus. 24Though the army of the Syrians had come with few men, athe LORD delivered into their hand a very great army, vbecause Judah[4] had forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers. Thus they bexecuted judgment on Joash.

 25When they had departed from him, leaving him cseverely wounded, dhis servants conspired against him because of the blood of ethe son[5] of Jehoiada the priest, and killed him on his bed. So he died, and they buried him in the city of David, fbut they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings. 26Those who conspired against him were Zabad the son of Shimeath the Ammonite, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith the Moabite. 27Accounts of his sons and of the many oracles against him and of gthe rebuilding[6] of the house of God are written in the hStory of the Book of the Kings. And Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

Amaziah Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 25 iAmaziah was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, jyet not with a whole heart. 3And as soon as the royal power was firmly his, he killed his servants who had struck down the king his father. 4But he did not put their children to death, according to what is written in the Law, in the Book of Moses, where the LORD commanded, kFathers shall not die because of their children, nor children die because of their fathers, but each one shall die for his own sin.

Amaziahs Victories

 5Then Amaziah assembled the men of Judah and set them by fathers houses under commanders of thousands and of hundreds for all Judah and Benjamin. He mustered those ltwenty years old and upward, and found that they were m300,000 choice men, fit for war, nable to handle spear and shield. 6He hired also 100,000 mighty men of valor from Israel for 100 talents[1] of silver. 7But oa man of God came to him and said, O king, do not let the army of Israel go with you, for the LORD is not with Israel, with all these Ephraimites. 8But go, act, be strong for the battle. Why should you suppose that God will cast you down before the enemy? pFor God has power to help or to cast down. 9And Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall we do about the hundred talents that I have given to the army of Israel? The man of God answered, The LORD is able to give you much more than this. 10Then Amaziah discharged the army that had come to him from Ephraim to go home again. And they became very angry with Judah and returned home in fierce anger. 11But Amaziah took courage and led out his people and went to the qValley of Salt and struck down r10,000 men of Seir. 12The men of Judah captured another 10,000 alive and took them to the top of a rock and threw them down from the top of the rock, and they were all dashed to pieces. 13But the men of the army whom Amaziah sent back, not letting them go with him to battle, raided the cities of Judah, sfrom Samaria to Beth-horon, and struck down 3,000 people in them and took much spoil.

Amaziahs Idolatry

 14After Amaziah came from striking down the Edomites, the brought the gods rof the men of Seir and set them up as his gods and worshiped them, making offerings to them. 15Therefore the LORD was angry with Amaziah and sent to him a prophet, who said to him, Why have you sought the gods of a people uwho did not deliver their own people from your hand? 16But as he was speaking, the king said to him, Have we made you a royal counselor? Stop! Why should you be struck down? So the prophet stopped, but said, I know that vGod has determined to destroy you, because you have done this and have not listened to my counsel.

Israel Defeats Amaziah

 17wThen Amaziah king of Judah took counsel and sent to Joash the son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us look one another in the face. 18And Joash the king of Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah, xA thistle on Lebanon sent to a cedar on Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter to my son for a wife, and a wild beast of Lebanon passed by and trampled down the thistle. 19You say, See, I[2] have struck down Edom, and yyour heart has lifted you up in boastfulness. But now stay at home. Why should you provoke trouble so that you fall, you and Judah with you?

 20But Amaziah would not listen, for it was of God, in order that he might give them into the hand of their enemies, zbecause they had sought the gods of Edom. 21So Joash king of Israel went up, and he and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another in battle at Beth-shemesh, which belongs to Judah. 22And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his home. 23And Joash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, son of aAhaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem and broke down the wall of Jerusalem for 400 cubits,[3] from bthe Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. 24And he seized all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of God, in the care of cObed-edom. He seized also the treasuries of the kings house, also hostages, and he returned to Samaria.

 25dAmaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26Now the rest of the deeds of Amaziah, from first to last, are they not written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel? 27From the time when he turned away from the LORD they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. But they sent after him to Lachish and put him to death there. 28And they brought him upon horses, and he was buried with his fathers in the city of David.[4]

Uzziah Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 26 And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah. 2He built Eloth and restored it to Judah, after the king slept with his fathers. 3Uzziah was esixteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 4And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 5He set himself to seek God fin the days of Zechariah, gwho instructed him in the fear of God, and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper.

 6He went out and hmade war against the Philistines and broke through the wall of Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod, and he built cities in the territory of Ashdod and elsewhere among the Philistines. 7God helped him iagainst the Philistines and against the Arabians who lived in Gurbaal and against the jMeunites. 8The Ammonites kpaid tribute to Uzziah, and his fame spread even to the border of Egypt, for he became very strong. 9Moreover, Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at lthe Corner Gate and at mthe Valley Gate and at nthe Angle, and fortified them. 10And he built towers in the wilderness and ocut out many cisterns, for he had large herds, both in the Shephelah and in the plain, and he had farmers and vinedressers in the hills and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil. 11Moreover, Uzziah had an army of soldiers, fit for war, in divisions according to the numbers in the muster made by Jeiel the secretary and Maaseiah the officer, under the direction of Hananiah, one of the kings commanders. 12The whole number of the heads of fathers houses of mighty men of valor was 2,600. 13Under their command was an army of p307,500, who could make war with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy. 14And Uzziah prepared for all the army shields, spears, helmets, qcoats of mail, bows, and stones for slinging. 15In Jerusalem he made machines, invented by skillful men, to be on the towers and the corners, to shoot arrows and great stones. And his fame spread far, for he was marvelously helped, till he was strong.

Uzziahs Pride and Punishment

 16But when rhe was strong, she grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. 17But tAzariah the priest went in after him, with eighty priests of the LORD who were men of valor, 18and they withstood King Uzziah and said to him, uIt is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, vbut for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have done wrong, and it will bring you no honor from the LORD God. 19Then Uzziah was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became angry with the priests, wleprosy[1] broke out on his forehead in the presence of the priests in the house of the LORD, by the altar of incense. 20And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead! And they rushed him out quickly, and he himself hurried to go out, because the LORD had struck him. 21xAnd King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and being a leper lived yin a separate house, for he was excluded from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the kings household, governing the people of the land.

 22Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, zIsaiah the prophet the son of Amoz wrote. 23And Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the burial field that belonged to the kings, for they said, He is a leper. And Jotham his son reigned in his place.

Jotham Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 27 aJotham was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD according to all that his father Uzziah had done, bexcept he did not enter the temple of the LORD. But the people still followed corrupt practices. 3He built the upper gate of the house of the LORD and did much building on the wall of cOphel. 4Moreover, he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and forts and towers on the wooded hills. 5He fought with the king of the Ammonites and prevailed against them. And the Ammonites gave him that year 100 talents[1] of silver, and 10,000 cors[2] of wheat and 10,000 of barley. The Ammonites paid him the same amount in the second and the third years. 6So Jotham became mighty, because he ordered his ways before the LORD his God. 7dNow the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars and his ways, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 8He was etwenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 9And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David, and Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

Ahaz Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 28 fAhaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as his father David had done, 2but he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. He even made gmetal images for hthe Baals, 3and ihe made offerings in the jValley of the Son of Hinnom and kburned his sons as an offering,[1] according to lthe abominations of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 4And he sacrificed and imade offerings on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree.

Judah Defeated

 5mTherefore the LORD his God gave him into the hand of the king of Syria, who defeated him and took captive a great number of his people and brought them to Damascus. He was also given into the hand of the king of Israel, who struck him with great force. 6For nPekah the son of Remaliah killed 120,000 from Judah in one day, all of them men of valor, because they had forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers. 7And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the kings son and Azrikam the commander of the palace and Elkanah the next in authority to the king.

 8The men of Israel took captive 200,000 oof their relatives, women, sons, and daughters. They also took much spoil from them and brought the spoil to Samaria. 9But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded, and he went out to meet the army that came to Samaria and said to them, Behold, because the LORD, the God of your fathers, pwas angry with Judah, he gave them into your hand, but you have killed them in a rage qthat has reached up to heaven. 10And now you intend to subjugate the people of Judah and Jerusalem, male and female, as your slaves. Have you not sins of your own against the LORD your God? 11Now hear me, and send back the captives ofrom your relatives whom you have taken, for the fierce wrath of the LORD is upon you.

 12Certain chiefs also of the men of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against those who were coming from the war 13and said to them, You shall not bring the captives in here, for you propose to bring upon us guilt against the LORD in addition to our present sins and guilt. For our guilt is already great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel. 14So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and all the assembly. 15And rthe men who have been mentioned by name rose and took the captives, and with the spoil they clothed all who were naked among them. They clothed them, gave them sandals, sprovided them with food and drink, and anointed them, and carrying all the feeble among them on donkeys, they brought them to their kinsfolk at Jericho, tthe city of palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria.

 16uAt that time King Ahaz sent to the king[2] of Assyria for help. 17For the Edomites had again invaded and defeated Judah and carried away captives. 18vAnd the Philistines had made raids on wthe cities in the Shephelah and the Negeb of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco xwith its villages, Timnah with its villages, and Gimzo with its villages. And they settled there. 19For the LORD humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had made yJudah act sinfully[3] and had been very unfaithful to the LORD. 20So zTiglath-pileser[4] king of Assyria came against him and afflicted him instead of strengthening him. 21aFor Ahaz took a portion from the house of the LORD and the house of the king and of the princes, and gave tribute to the king of Assyria, but it did not help him.

Ahazs Idolatry

 22In the time of his distress he became yet more faithless to the LORDthis same King Ahaz. 23For bhe sacrificed to the gods of Damascus that had defeated him and said, cBecause the gods of the kings of Syria helped them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him and of all Israel. 24And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God and dcut in pieces the vessels of the house of God, and he shut up the doors of the house of the LORD, and he made himself ealtars in every corner of Jerusalem. 25In every city of Judah he made high places to fmake offerings to other gods, provoking to anger the LORD, the God of his fathers. 26gNow the rest of his acts and all his ways, from first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 27And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, in Jerusalem, for hthey did not bring him into the tombs of the kings of Israel. And Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

Hezekiah Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 29 jHezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Abijah[1] the daughter of kZechariah. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father had done.

Hezekiah Cleanses the Temple

 3In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he lopened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them. 4He brought in the priests and the Levites and assembled them in the square on the east 5and said to them, Hear me, Levites! Now mconsecrate yourselves, and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry out the filth from the Holy Place. 6For our fathers have been unfaithful and have done what was evil in the sight of the LORD our God. They have forsaken him and nhave turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD and turned their backs. 7They also oshut the doors of the vestibule and put out the lamps and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the Holy Place to the God of Israel. 8Therefore pthe wrath of the LORD came on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has made them qan object of horror, of astonishment, rand of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. 9For behold, sour fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. 10Now tit is in my heart uto make a covenant with the LORD, the God of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from us. 11My sons, do not now be negligent, vfor the LORD has chosen you to stand in his presence, to minister to him and to be his ministers and make offerings to him.

 12Then the Levites arose, wMahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of xthe Kohathites; and of the sons of xMerari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and of the xGershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son of Joah; 13and of the sons of yElizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of zAsaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14and of the sons of aHeman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of bJeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15They gathered their brothers and cconsecrated themselves and went in as the king had commanded, dby the words of the LORD, eto cleanse the house of the LORD. 16The priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse it, and they brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the LORD into the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it and carried it out to fthe brook Kidron. 17They began to consecrate gon the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to the vestibule of the LORD. Then for eight days they consecrated the house of the LORD, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished. 18Then they went in to Hezekiah the king and said, We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the table for the showbread and all its utensils. 19All the utensils hthat King Ahaz discarded in his reign when he was faithless, we have made ready and consecrated, and behold, they are before the altar of the LORD.

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship

 20Then Hezekiah the king rose early and gathered the officials of the city and went up to the house of the LORD. 21And they brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats ifor a sin offering for the kingdom and for the sanctuary and for Judah. And he commanded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 22So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests received the blood jand threw it against the altar. And they slaughtered the rams, and their blood was thrown against the altar. And they slaughtered the lambs, and their blood was thrown against the altar. 23Then the goats for the sin offering were brought to the king and the assembly, kand they laid their hands on them, 24and the priests slaughtered them and made a sin offering with their blood on the altar, lto make atonement for all Israel. For the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering should be made for all Israel.

 25mAnd he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, harps, and lyres, naccording to the commandment of David and of Gad othe kings seer and of pNathan the prophet, for the commandment was from the LORD through his prophets. 26The Levites stood with qthe instruments of David, rand the priests with the trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah commanded that the burnt offering be offered on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, sthe song to the LORD began also, and the trumpets, accompanied by the instruments of David king of Israel. 28The whole assembly worshiped, and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded. All this continued until the burnt offering was finished. 29When the offering was finished, tthe king and all who were present with him bowed themselves and worshiped. 30And Hezekiah the king and the officials commanded the Levites to sing praises to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed down and worshiped.

 31Then Hezekiah said, uYou have now consecrated yourselves to[2] the LORD. Come near; bring sacrifices and thank offerings to the house of the LORD. And the assembly brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and all who were vof a willing heart brought burnt offerings. 32The number of the burnt offerings that the assembly brought was 70 bulls, 100 rams, and 200 lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. 33And the consecrated offerings were 600 bulls and 3,000 sheep. 34But the priests were too few and could not flay all the burnt offerings, so until other priests had consecrated themselves, wtheir brothers the Levites helped them, until the work was finishedxfor the Levites were more upright in heart than the priests in consecrating themselves. 35Besides the great number of burnt offerings, there was ythe fat of the peace offerings, and there were zthe drink offerings for the burnt offerings. Thus the service of the house of the LORD was restored. 36And Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because God had provided for the people, for the thing came about suddenly.

Passover Celebrated

 2 CHRONICLES 30 Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem to keep the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel. 2For the king and his princes and all the assembly in Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the Passover ain the second month 3for they could not keep it bat that time cbecause the priests had not consecrated themselves in sufficient number, nor had the people assembled in Jerusalem 4and the plan seemed right to the king and all the assembly. 5So they decreed to make a proclamation throughout all Israel, dfrom Beersheba to Dan, that the people should come and keep the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem, for they had not kept it as often as prescribed. 6eSo couriers went throughout all Israel and Judah with letters from the king and his princes, as the king had commanded, saying, O people of Israel, freturn to the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that he may turn again to the remnant of you who have escaped from the hand of gthe kings of Assyria. 7hDo not be like your fathers and your brothers, who were faithless to the LORD God of their fathers, so that he made them a desolation, as you see. 8iDo not now be stiff-necked as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the LORD and come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever, and serve the LORD your God, jthat his fierce anger may turn away from you. 9For fif you return to the LORD, your brothers and your children kwill find compassion with their captors and return to this land. For lthe LORD your God is gracious and merciful and will not turn away his face from you, mif you return to him.

 10eSo the couriers went from city to city through the country of nEphraim and Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but othey laughed them to scorn and mocked them. 11However, psome men of Asher, of Manasseh, and of Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. 12The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to do what the king and the princes commanded qby the word of the LORD.

 13And many people came together in Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread rin the second month, a very great assembly. 14They set to work and removed sthe altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for burning incense they took away tand threw into the brook Kidron. 15uAnd they slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second month. vAnd the priests and the Levites were ashamed, wso that they consecrated themselves and brought burnt offerings into the house of the LORD. 16xThey took their accustomed posts according to the Law of Moses ythe man of God. The priests threw the blood that they received from the hand of the Levites. 17For there were many in the assembly who had not consecrated themselves. Therefore the Levites had to slaughter the Passover lamb for everyone who was not clean, to consecrate it to the LORD. 18For a majority of the people, zmany of them from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet they ate the Passover otherwise athan as prescribed. For Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, May the good LORD pardon everyone 19bwho sets his heart to seek God, the LORD, the God of his fathers, even though not according to the sanctuarys rules of cleanness.[1] 20And the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed the people. 21And the people of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept cthe Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness, and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing with all their might[2] to the LORD. 22And Hezekiah spoke dencouragingly to all the Levites who showed good skill in the service of the LORD. So they ate the food of the festival for seven days, sacrificing epeace offerings and giving thanks to the LORD, the God of their fathers.

 23Then the whole assembly agreed together to keep the feast ffor another seven days. So they kept it for another seven days with gladness. 24For Hezekiah king of Judah ggave the assembly 1,000 bulls and 7,000 sheep for offerings, and the princes gave the assembly 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep. And the priests hconsecrated themselves in great numbers. 25The whole assembly of Judah, and the priests and the Levites, iand the whole assembly that came out of Israel, and the sojourners who came out of the land of Israel, and the sojourners who lived in Judah, rejoiced. 26So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for jsince the time of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27Then kthe priests and the Levites arose and lblessed the people, and their voice was heard, and their prayer came to mhis holy habitation in heaven.

Hezekiah Organizes the Priests

 2 CHRONICLES 31 Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out to the cities of Judah and nbroke in pieces the opillars and cut down pthe Asherim and broke down the high places and the altars throughout all Judah and Benjamin, and in Ephraim and Manasseh, until they had destroyed them all. Then all the people of Israel returned to their cities, every man to his possession.

 2And Hezekiah appointed qthe divisions of the priests and of the Levites, division by division, each according to his service, the priests and the Levites, rfor burnt offerings and peace offerings, to minister in the gates of the camp of the LORD and to give thanks and praise. 3sThe contribution of the king from his own possessions was for the burnt offerings: the burnt offerings of morning and evening, and the burnt offerings for the Sabbaths, the new moons, and the appointed feasts, tas it is written in the Law of the LORD. 4And he commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to give uthe portion due to the priests and the Levites, that they might give themselves to the Law of the LORD. 5As soon as the command was spread abroad, the people of Israel gave in abundance the firstfruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field. And they brought in abundantly vthe tithe of everything. 6And the people of Israel and Judah who lived in the cities of Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle and sheep, and wthe tithe of the dedicated things that had been dedicated to the LORD their God, and laid them in heaps. 7In the third month they began to pile up the heaps, and finished them in the seventh month. 8When Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed the LORD and his people Israel. 9And Hezekiah questioned the priests and the Levites about the heaps. 10Azariah the chief priest, who was xof the house of Zadok, answered him, Since they began to bring the contributions into the house of the LORD, we have eaten and had enough and have plenty left, yfor the LORD has blessed his people, so that we have this large amount left.

 11Then Hezekiah commanded them to prepare zchambers in the house of the LORD, and they prepared them. 12And they faithfully brought in the contributions, the tithes, and the dedicated things. The chief officer ain charge of them was Conaniah the Levite, with bShimei his brother as second, 13bwhile Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, bMahath, and Benaiah were overseers assisting Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by the appointment of Hezekiah the king and xAzariah the chief officer of the house of God. 14And Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the east gate, was over the freewill offerings to God, to apportion the contribution reserved for the LORD and the most holy offerings. 15bEden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah were faithfully assisting him in dthe cities of the priests, to distribute the portions to their brothers, old and young alike, by divisions, 16except those enrolled by genealogy, males from three years old and upwardall who entered the house of the LORD eas the duty of each day requiredfor their service according to their offices, by their divisions. 17The enrollment of the priests was according to their fathers houses; that of the Levites ffrom twenty years old and upward was according to their offices, by their divisions. 18They were enrolled with all their little children, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, the whole assembly, for they were faithful in keeping themselves holy. 19And for the sons of Aaron, the priests, who were in the fields of common land belonging to their cities, there were men in the several cities who were gdesignated by name to distribute portions to every male among the priests and to everyone among the Levites who was enrolled.

 20Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, hand he did what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God. 21And every work that he undertook in the service of the house of God and in accordance with the law and the commandments, seeking his God, he did with all his heart, and prospered.

Sennacherib Invades Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 32 iAfter these things and these acts of faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah and encamped against the fortified cities, thinking to win them for himself. 2And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and intended to fight against Jerusalem, 3he planned with his officers and his mighty men to stop the water of the springs that were outside the city; and they helped him. 4A great many people were gathered, and they stopped all the springs and jthe brook that flowed through the land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come and find much water? 5He set to work resolutely and built up kall the wall that was broken down and raised towers upon it,[1] and outside it he built another wall, and he strengthened the lMillo in the city of David. He also made weapons and shields in abundance. 6And he set combat commanders over the people and gathered them together to him in the square at the gate of the city and spoke mencouragingly to them, saying, 7nBe strong and courageous. oDo not be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him, pfor there are more with us than with him. 8With him is qan arm of flesh, rbut with us is the LORD our God, to help us and to fight our battles. And the people took confidence from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

Sennacherib Blasphemes

 9After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria, who was besieging Lachish with all his forces, sent his servants to Jerusalem to Hezekiah king of Judah and to all the people of Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, 10Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyria, On what are you trusting, that you endure the siege in Jerusalem? 11Is not Hezekiah misleading you, that he may give you over to die by famine and by thirst, when he tells you, The LORD our God will deliver us from the hand of the king of Assyria? 12sHas not this same Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, Before one altar you shall worship, and on it you shall burn your sacrifices? 13Do you not know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples of other lands? Were the gods of the nations of those lands at all able to deliver their lands out of my hand? 14Who among all the gods of those nations that my fathers devoted to destruction was able to deliver his people from my hand, that your God should be able to deliver you from my hand? 15Now, therefore, do not let Hezekiah deceive you or mislead you in this fashion, and do not believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my hand or from the hand of my fathers. How much less will your God deliver you out of my hand!

 16And his servants said still more against the LORD God and against his servant Hezekiah. 17And he wrote letters to cast contempt on the LORD, the God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, Like the gods of the nations of the lands who have not delivered their people from my hands, so the God of Hezekiah will not deliver his people from my hand. 18And they shouted it with a loud voice in the language of Judah to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to frighten and terrify them, in order that they might take the city. 19And they spoke of the God of Jerusalem as they spoke of the gods of the peoples of the earth, which are the work of mens hands.

The LORD Delivers Jerusalem

 20Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because of this and cried to heaven. 21And the LORD sent an angel, who cut off all the mighty warriors and commanders and officers in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with tshame of face to his own land. And when he came into the house of his god, some of his own sons struck him down there with the sword. 22So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all his enemies, and he provided for them on every side. 23And many ubrought gifts to the LORD to Jerusalem and precious things to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was exalted in the sight of all nations from that time onward.

Hezekiahs Pride and Achievements

 24vIn those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death, and he prayed to the LORD, and he answered him and gave him a sign. 25But Hezekiah wdid not make return according to the benefit done to him, for xhis heart was proud. Therefore ywrath came upon him and Judah and Jerusalem. 26But Hezekiah zhumbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah.

 27And Hezekiah had very great riches and honor, and he made for himself treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious stones, for spices, for shields, and for all kinds of acostly vessels; 28storehouses also for the yield of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all kinds of cattle, and sheepfolds. 29He likewise provided cities for himself, and flocks and herds in abundance, for God had given him very great possessions. 30This same Hezekiah bclosed the upper outlet of the waters of cGihon and directed them down to the west side of the city of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works. 31And so in the matter of the envoys of the princes of Babylon, dwho had been sent to him to inquire about ethe sign that had been done in the land, God left him to himself, fin order to test him and to know all that was in his heart.

 32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and his good deeds, behold, they are written gin the vision of Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz, hin the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 33And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the iupper part of the tombs of the sons of David, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honor at his death. And Manasseh his son reigned in his place.

Manasseh Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 33 jManasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to kthe abominations of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 3For he rebuilt the high places lthat his father Hezekiah had broken down, and he erected altars to the Baals, and made mAsheroth, and worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. 4And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, nIn Jerusalem shall my name be forever. 5And he built altars for all the host of heaven in othe two courts of the house of the LORD. 6pAnd he burned his sons as an offering qin the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and rused fortune-telling and omens and sorcery, and dealt with smediums and with necromancers. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 7And tthe carved image of the idol that he had made he set in the house of God, of which God said to David and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, nI will put my name forever, 8and I will no more remove the foot of Israel from the land uthat I appointed for your fathers, if only they will be careful to do all that I have commanded them, all the law, the statutes, and the rules given through Moses. 9Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem astray, to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the people of Israel.

Manassehs Repentance

 10The LORD spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but they paid no attention. 11vTherefore the LORD brought upon them the commanders of the army of the king of Assyria, who captured Manasseh with hooks and wbound him with chains of bronze and brought him to Babylon. 12And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the LORD his God xand humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 13He prayed to him, and yGod was moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. zThen Manasseh knew that the LORD was God.

 14Afterward he built an outer wall for the city of David west of aGihon, in the valley, and for the entrance into bthe Fish Gate, and carried it around cOphel, and raised it to a very great height. He also put commanders of the army in all the fortified cities in Judah. 15And dhe took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD, and all the altars that he had built on the mountain of the house of the LORD and in Jerusalem, and he threw them outside of the city. 16He also restored the altar of the LORD and offered on it sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanksgiving, and he commanded Judah to serve the LORD, the God of Israel. 17eNevertheless, the people still sacrificed at the high places, but only to the LORD their God.

 18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and fhis prayer to his God, and the words of gthe seers who spoke to him in the name of the LORD, the God of Israel, behold, they are in the hChronicles of the Kings of Israel. 19And his prayer, and how yGod was moved by his entreaty, and all his sin and his faithlessness, and the sites ion which he built high places and set up the iAsherim and the images, before xhe humbled himself, behold, they are written in the Chronicles of the Seers.[1] 20So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they buried him in his house, and Amon his son reigned in his place.

Amons Reign and Death

 21jAmon was twenty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. 22And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as Manasseh his father had done. Amon sacrificed to all the images kthat Manasseh his father had made, and served them. 23And he did not humble himself before the LORD, las Manasseh his father had humbled himself, but this Amon incurred guilt more and more. 24And his servants conspired against him and put him to death in his house. 25But the people of the land struck down all those who had conspired against King Amon. And the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his place.

Josiah Reigns in Judah

 2 CHRONICLES 34 mJosiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and walked in the ways of David his father; and he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 3For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the nAsherim, and the carved and the metal images. 4And they chopped down the altars of the Baals in his presence, and he cut down the oincense altars that stood above them. And he broke in pieces the nAsherim and the carved and the metal images, and he made dust of them and oscattered it over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 5pHe also burned the bones of the priests on their altars and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 6And in the qcities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in their ruins[1] all around, 7he broke down the altars and beat the nAsherim and the images rinto powder and cut down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

The Book of the Law Found

 8sNow in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the tgovernor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, uthe recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 9They came to vHilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had collected from qManasseh and Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10And they gave it to the workmen who were working in the house of the LORD. And the workmen who were working in the house of the LORD gave it for repairing and restoring the house. 11They gave it to the carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders and wbeams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. 12And the men did the work faithfully. Over them were set Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to have oversight. xThe Levites, all who were skillful with instruments of music, 13were over ythe burden-bearers and directed all who did work in every kind of service, and some of the Levites were scribes and officials and gatekeepers.

 14While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of the LORD, vHilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given through Moses. 15Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further reported to the king, All that was committed to your servants they are doing. 17They have emptied out the money that was found in the house of the LORD and have given it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen. 18Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book. And Shaphan read from it before the king.

 19And when the king heard the words of the Law, zhe tore his clothes. 20And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the kings servant, saying, 21Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been found. For great is athe wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.

Huldah Prophesies Disaster

 22So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent[2] went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 23And she said to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to me, 24Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book that was read before the king of Judah. 25Because they have forsaken me and bhave made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands, therefore amy wrath will be poured out on this place and will not be quenched. 26But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 27because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard his words against this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. 28Behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place and its inhabitants. And they brought back word to the king.

 29cThen the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30And the king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the LORD. 31And the king dstood in his place eand made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this book. 32Then he made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 33And Josiah took away fall the abominations from all the territory that belonged to the people of Israel and made all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. All his days they did not turn away from following the LORD, the God of their fathers.

Josiah Keeps the Passover

 2 CHRONICLES 35 gJosiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem. And they slaughtered the Passover lamb hon the fourteenth day of the first month. 2He appointed the priests to their offices iand encouraged them in the service of the house of the LORD. 3And he said to the Levites jwho taught all Israel and who were holy to the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built. You need not carry it on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and his people Israel. 4Prepare yourselves kaccording to your fathers houses by your divisions, las prescribed in the writing of David king of Israel mand the document of Solomon his son. 5And nstand in the Holy Place oaccording to the groupings of the fathers houses of your brothers the lay people, and according to the division of the Levites by fathers household. 6And slaughter the Passover lamb, and pconsecrate yourselves, and prepare for your brothers, to do according to the word of the LORD by Moses.

 7Then Josiah contributed to the lay people, as Passover offerings for all who were present, lambs and young goats from the flock to the number of 30,000, and 3,000 bulls; qthese were from the kings possessions. 8And his officials contributed willingly to the people, to the priests, and to the Levites. rHilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the chief officers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings 2,600 Passover lambs and 300 bulls. 9Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel his brothers, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the Levites for the Passover offerings 5,000 lambs and young goats and 500 bulls.

 10When the service had been prepared for, the priests sstood in their place, tand the Levites in their divisions according to the kings command. 11uAnd they slaughtered the Passover lamb, and the priests vthrew the blood that they received from them wwhile the Levites flayed the sacrifices. 12And they set aside the burnt offerings that they might distribute them according to the groupings of the fathers houses of the lay people, to offer to the LORD, as it is written in the Book of Moses. And so they did with the bulls. 13xAnd they roasted the Passover lamb with fire according to the rule; and they yboiled the holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons, and in pans, and carried them quickly to all the lay people. 14And afterward they prepared for themselves and for the priests, because the priests, the sons of Aaron, were offering the burnt offerings and the fat parts until night; so the Levites prepared for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron. 15The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place zaccording to the command of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the kings aseer; band the gatekeepers were at each gate. They did not need to depart from their service, for their brothers the Levites prepared for them.

 16So all the service of the LORD was prepared that day, to keep the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, according to the command of King Josiah. 17And the people of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time, cand the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days. 18dNo Passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet. None of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as was kept by Josiah, and the priests and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 19In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

Josiah Killed in Battle

 20eAfter all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to fight at fCarchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. 21But he sent envoys to him, saying, What have we to do with each other, king of Judah? I am not coming against you this day, but against the house with which I am at war. And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, lest he destroy you. 22Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but gdisguised himself in order to fight with him. He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of hMegiddo. 23And the archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, iTake me away, for I am badly wounded. 24So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. jAll Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 25kJeremiah also uttered a lament for Josiah; and all lthe singing men and singing women have spoken of Josiah in their laments to this day. They made these a rule in Israel; behold, they are written in the Laments. 26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his good deeds according to what is written in the Law of the LORD, 27and his acts, first and last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.

Judahs Decline

 2 CHRONICLES 36 mThe people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah and made him king in his fathers place in Jerusalem. 2Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. 3Then the king of Egypt deposed him in Jerusalem and nlaid on the land a tribute of a hundred talents of silver and a talent[1] of gold. 4And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But Neco took Jehoahaz his brother and carried him to Egypt.

 5oJehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. 6pAgainst him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon qand bound him in chains rto take him to Babylon. 7sNebuchadnezzar also carried part of the vessels of the house of the LORD to Babylon and put them in his palace in Babylon. 8tNow the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and the abominations that he did, and what was found against him, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. And Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

 9uJehoiachin was eighteen[2] years old when he became king, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 10In vthe spring of the year King Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him to Babylon, wwith the precious vessels of the house of the LORD, and made his brother xZedekiah king over Judah and Jerusalem.

 11yZedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. He did not humble himself before zJeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. 13aHe also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God. bHe stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD, the God of Israel. 14All the officers of the priests and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house of the LORD that he had made holy in Jerusalem.

 15The LORD, the God of their fathers, csent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. 16dBut they kept mocking the messengers of God, edespising his words and scoffing at his prophets, funtil the wrath of the LORD rose against his people, until there was no remedy.

Jerusalem Captured and Burned

 17gTherefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or aged. He gave them all into his hand. 18hAnd all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all these he brought to Babylon. 19iAnd they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all its precious vessels. 20He jtook into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, kand they became servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, 21to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had lenjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate mit kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

The Proclamation of Cyrus

 22nNow in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, othat the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, pthe LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 23Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may the LORD his God be with him. Let him go up.
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[2] 1:13 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew to
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[2] 2:2 Ch 2:1 in Hebrew
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Footnotes for 2 Chronicles, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks the LORD

[2] 3:3 Syriac; Hebrew foundations

[3] 3:3 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[4] 3:4 Compare 1 Kings 6:3; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain
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[7] 3:10 Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain
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[1] 5:9 Hebrew it is
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[1] 7:6 Hebrew by their hand
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[1] 8:16 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew to
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Footnotes for 2 Chronicles, Chapter 11

[1] 11:23 Hebrew and sought a multitude of wives


Footnotes for 2 Chronicles, Chapter 12
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[3] 12:16 Spelled Abijam in 1 Kings 14:31
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[1] 13:2 Spelled Maacah in 1 Kings 15:2
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[3] 13:9 Hebrew to fill his hand
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Footnotes for 2 Chronicles, Chapter 14

[1] 14:1 Ch 13:23 in Hebrew
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[1] 15:8 Hebrew the vestibule of the LORD
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[1] 18:33 Hebrew in his innocence


Footnotes for 2 Chronicles, Chapter 19

[1] 19:11 Hebrew the good
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[1] 20:1 Compare 26:7; Hebrew Ammonites

[2] 20:2 One Hebrew manuscript; most Hebrew manuscripts Aram (Syria)

[3] 20:9 Or the sword of judgment
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[1] 21:2 That is, Judah
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[3] 22:11 That is, Joash
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[1] 26:19 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13


Footnotes for 2 Chronicles, Chapter 27
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Ezra

The Proclamation of Cyrus

 EZRA 1 aIn the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, bthat the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so cthat he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:

 2Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and dhe has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israelehe is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

 5Then rose up the heads of the fathers houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, feveryone whose spirit gGod had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem. 6And all who were about them haided them with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered. 7iCyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of the LORD that jNebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. 8Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in the charge of kMithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to lSheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 9And this was the number of them: m30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 1030 bowls of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels; 11all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem.

The Exiles Return

 EZRA 2 nNow these were the people of the province who came up out of the captivity of those exiles owhom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia. They returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town. 2They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, pMordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.

The number of the men of the people of Israel: 3qthe sons of Parosh, 2,172. 4The sons of Shephatiah, 372. 5The sons of Arah, 775. 6The sons of Pahath-moab, namely the sons of Jeshua and Joab, 2,812. 7The sons of Elam, 1,254. 8The sons of Zattu, 945. 9The sons of Zaccai, 760. 10The sons of Bani, 642. 11The sons of Bebai, 623. 12The sons of Azgad, 1,222. 13The sons of Adonikam, 666. 14The sons of Bigvai, 2,056. 15The sons of Adin, 454. 16The sons of Ater, namely of Hezekiah, 98. 17The sons of Bezai, 323. 18The sons of Jorah, 112. 19The sons of Hashum, 223. 20The sons of Gibbar, 95. 21The sons of Bethlehem, 123. 22The men of Netophah, 56. 23The men of Anathoth, 128. 24The sons of Azmaveth, 42. 25The sons of Kiriath-arim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, 743. 26The sons of Ramah and Geba, 621. 27The men of Michmas, 122. 28The men of Bethel and Ai, 223. 29The sons of Nebo, 52. 30The sons of Magbish, 156. 31The sons of rthe other Elam, 1,254. 32The sons of Harim, 320. 33The sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, 725. 34The sons of Jericho, 345. 35The sons of Senaah, 3,630.

 36The priests: the ssons of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, 973. 37The sons of Immer, 1,052. 38The tsons of Pashhur, 1,247. 39The sons of Harim, 1,017.

 40The Levites: the sons of uJeshua and Kadmiel, of the sons of Hodaviah, 74. 41The singers: the sons of vAsaph, 128. 42The sons of the wgatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, and the sons of Shobai, in all 139.

 43xThe temple servants: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 44the sons of Keros, the sons of Siaha, the sons of Padon, 45the sons of Lebanah, the sons of Hagabah, the sons of Akkub, 46the sons of Hagab, the sons of Shamlai, the sons of Hanan, 47the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, the sons of Reaiah, 48the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, the sons of Gazzam, 49the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, the sons of Besai, 50the sons of Asnah, the sons of Meunim, the sons of Nephisim, 51the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 52the sons of Bazluth, the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 53the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Temah, 54the sons of Neziah, and the sons of Hatipha.

 55yThe sons of Solomons servants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of Hassophereth, the sons of Peruda, 56the sons of Jaalah, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 57the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth-hazzebaim, and the sons of Ami.

 58All the temple servants and the sons of Solomons servants were 392.

 59The following were those who came up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer, zthough they could not prove their fathers houses or their descent, whether they belonged to Israel: 60the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda, 652. 61Also, of the sons of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, and the sons of aBarzillai (who had taken a wife from the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name). 62These sought their registration among those enrolled in the genealogies, but they were not found there, and bso they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean. 63The cgovernor told them that they were not dto partake of the most holy food, until there should be a priest to consult eUrim and Thummim.

 64fThe whole assembly together was 42,360, 65besides their male and female servants, of whom there were 7,337, and they had 200 male and female gsingers. 66Their horses were 736, their mules were 245, 67their camels were 435, and their donkeys were 6,720.

 68hSome of the heads of families, when they came to the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem, made freewill offerings for the house of God, to erect it on its site. 69According to their ability they gave to ithe treasury of the work 61,000 darics[1] of gold, 5,000 minas[2] of silver, and 100 priests garments.

 70jNow the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel[3] in their towns.

Rebuilding the Altar

 EZRA 3 kWhen the seventh month came, and the children of Israel were in the towns, the people gathered as one man to Jerusalem. 2Then arose Jeshua the son of Jozadak, with his fellow priests, and lZerubbabel the son of mShealtiel with his kinsmen, and they built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, nas it is written in the Law of Moses the oman of God. 3They set the altar in its place, pfor fear was on them because of the peoples of the lands, and qthey offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, burnt offerings morning and evening. 4rAnd they kept the Feast of Booths, sas it is written, tand offered the daily burnt offerings by number according to the rule, as each day required, 5and after that the regular burnt uofferings, the offerings at the new moon vand at all the appointed feasts of the LORD, and the offerings of everyone who made a freewill offering to the LORD. 6From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid. 7So they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, wand food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and the Tyrians xto bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, yaccording to the grant that they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

Rebuilding the Temple

 8Now in the second year after their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, zZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and zJeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with the rest of their kinsmen, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the captivity. They aappointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to bsupervise the work of the house of the LORD. 9And zJeshua with his sons and his brothers, and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together bsupervised the workmen in the house of God, along with the csons of Henadad and the Levites, their sons and brothers.

 10And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, daccording to the directions of David king of Israel. 11And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD,

 eFor he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.

And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers houses, fold men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the peoples weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.

Adversaries Oppose the Rebuilding

 EZRA 4 Now when gthe adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the LORD, the God of Israel, 2they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers houses and said to them, Let us build with you, for we worship your God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever hsince the days of iEsarhaddon king of Assyria jwho brought us here. 3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers houses in Israel said to them, kYou have nothing to do with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will build to the LORD, the God of Israel, las King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.

 4Then mthe people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build 5and bribed counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.

 6And in the reign of nAhasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.

The Letter to King Artaxerxes

 7In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and oMithredath and Tabeel and the rest of their associates wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia. The letter was written pin Aramaic and translated.[1] 8Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows: 9Rehum the commander, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their associates, the qjudges, the rgovernors, the officials, the Persians, the men of Erech, the Babylonians, the men of Susa, that is, the sElamites, 10and the rest of the nations whom the great and noble tOsnappar deported and settled in the cities of Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River. 11(This is a copy of the letter that they sent.) To Artaxerxes the king: Your servants, the men of the province Beyond the River, send greeting. And now 12be it known to the king that the Jews who came up from you to us have gone to Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are vfinishing the walls and repairing the foundations. 13Now be it known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, they will not pay wtribute, custom, or toll, and the royal revenue will be impaired. 14Now because we eat the salt of the palace and it is not fitting for us to witness the kings dishonor, therefore we send and inform the king, 15in order that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers. You will find in the book of the records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, hurtful to kings and provinces, and that sedition was stirred up in it from of old. That was why this city was laid waste. 16We make known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will then have no possession in the province Beyond the River.

The King Orders the Work to Cease

 17The king sent an answer: To Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their associates who live in Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River, greeting. And now 18the letter that you sent to us has been xplainly read before me. 19And I made a decree, and search has been made, and it has been found that this city from of old has risen against kings, and that rebellion and sedition have been made in it. 20And mighty kings have been over Jerusalem, ywho ruled over the whole province Beyond the River, to whom ztribute, custom, and toll were paid. 21Therefore make a decree that these men be made to cease, and that this city be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by me. 22And take care not to be slack in this matter. Why should damage grow to the hurt of the king?

 23Then, when the copy of King Artaxerxes letter was read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their associates, they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and power made them cease. 24Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.

Rebuilding Begins Anew

 EZRA 5 Now the prophets, aHaggai and bZechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2cThen Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and dJeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were ewith them, supporting them.

 3At the same time fTattenai the governor of the province Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai and their associates came to them and spoke to them thus: gWho gave you a decree to build this house and to finish this structure? 4They[1] also asked them this: What are the names of the men who are building this building? 5But hthe eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they did not stop them until the report should reach Darius and then an answer be returned by letter concerning it.

Tattenais Letter to King Darius

 6This is a copy of the letter that fTattenai the governor of the province Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai and his associates, the igovernors who were in the province Beyond the River, sent to Darius the king. 7They sent him a report, in which was written as follows: To Darius the king, all peace. 8Be it known to the king that we went to the province of Judah, to the house of the great God. It is being built with huge stones, and timber is laid in the walls. This work goes on diligently and prospers in their hands. 9Then we asked those elders and spoke to them thus: gWho gave you a decree to build this house and to finish this structure? 10We also asked them their names, for your information, that we might write down the names of their leaders.[2] 11And this was their reply to us: We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, jwhich a great king of Israel built and kfinished. 12lBut because our fathers had angered the God of heaven, he mgave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house and carried away the people to Babylonia. 13nHowever, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king made a decree that this house of God should be rebuilt. 14oAnd the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and brought into the temple of Babylon, these Cyrus the king took out of the temple of Babylon, and they were delivered to one whose name was pSheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; 15and he said to him, Take these vessels, go and put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt on its site. 16Then this pSheshbazzar came and qlaid the foundations of the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and from that time until now it has been in building, and it is rnot yet finished. 17Therefore, if it seems good to the king, slet search be made in the royal archives there in Babylon, to see whether a decree was issued by Cyrus the king for the rebuilding of this house of God in Jerusalem. And let the king send us his pleasure in this matter.

The Decree of Darius

 EZRA 6 Then Darius the king made a decree, and tsearch was made in Babylonia, in the house of the archives where the documents were stored. 2And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is uin the province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was written: A record. 3In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a decree: Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the place where sacrifices were offered, and let its foundations be retained. Its height shall be sixty cubits[1] and its breadth sixty cubits, 4vwith three layers of great stones and one layer of timber. Let the cost be paid from the royal treasury. 5And also wlet the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and brought back to the temple that is in Jerusalem, each to its place. You shall put them in the house of God.

 6Now therefore, xTattenai, governor of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, yand your[2] associates the governors who are in the province Beyond the River, keep away. 7Let the work on this house of God alone. Let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews rebuild this house of God on its site. 8Moreover, zI make a decree regarding what you shall do for these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God. The cost is to be paid to these men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, the tribute of the province from Beyond the River. 9And whatever is neededbulls, rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, as the priests at Jerusalem requirelet that be given to them day by day without fail, 10that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God of heaven aand pray for the life of the king and his sons. 11Also I make a decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out of his house, and he shall be impaled on it, and bhis house shall be made a dunghill. 12May the God cwho has caused his name to dwell there overthrow any king or people who shall put out a hand to alter this, or to destroy this house of God that is in Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it be done with all diligence.

The Temple Finished and Dedicated

 13Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, xTattenai, the governor of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did with all diligence what Darius the king had ordered. 14dAnd the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel and eby decree of Cyrus and fDarius and gArtaxerxes king of Persia; 15and this house was finished on the third day of the hmonth of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

 16And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the returned exiles, celebrated the idedication of this house of God with joy. 17They offered at the dedication of this house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel j12 male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. 18And they set the priests kin their divisions and the Levites lin their divisions, for the service of God at Jerusalem, mas it is written in the Book of Moses.

Passover Celebrated

 19nOn the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover. 20oFor the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together; all of them were clean. pSo they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves. 21It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and qalso by every one who had joined them and separated himself rfrom the uncleanness of the peoples of the land to worship the LORD, the God of Israel. 22And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread sseven days with joy, for the LORD had made them joyful tand had turned the heart of uthe king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

Ezra Sent to Teach the People

 EZRA 7 Now after this, vin the reign of vArtaxerxes king of Persia, wEzra the son of Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, 2son of Shallum, son of Zadok, son of Ahitub, 3son of Amariah, son of Azariah, son of Meraioth, 4son of Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, son of Bukki, 5son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the chief priest 6this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe xskilled in the Law of Moses that the LORD, the God of Israel, had given, and the king granted him all that he asked, yfor the hand of the LORD his God was on him.

 7And there went up also to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king, some of the people of Israel, and zsome of the priests and aLevites, the singers and gatekeepers, and the temple bservants. 8And Ezra[1] came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the king. 9For on the first day of the first month he began to go up from Babylonia, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, cfor the good hand of his God was on him. 10For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it dand to eteach his statutes and rules in Israel.

 11This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe, a man learned in matters of the commandments of the LORD and his statutes for Israel: 12Artaxerxes, fking of kings, to Ezra the priest, the gscribe of the Law of the God of heaven. Peace.[2] hAnd now 13iI make a decree that anyone of the people of Israel or their priests or Levites in my kingdom, who freely offers to go to Jerusalem, may go with you. 14For you are sent by the king jand his seven counselors to make inquiries about Judah and Jerusalem according to the Law of your God, which is in your hand, 15and also to carry the silver and gold that the king jand his counselors have freely offered to the God of Israel, kwhose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16lwith all the silver and gold that you shall find in the whole province of Babylonia, and mwith the freewill offerings of the people and the priests, vowed willingly for the house of their God that is in Jerusalem. 17With this money, then, you shall with all diligence buy bulls, rams, and lambs, with their grain offerings and their drink offerings, and nyou shall offer them on the altar of the house of your God that is in Jerusalem. 18Whatever seems good to you and your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and gold, you may do, according to the will of your God. 19The vessels that have been given you for the service of the house of your God, you shall deliver before the God of Jerusalem. 20And whatever else is required for the house of your God, which it falls to you to provide, you may provide it out of the kings treasury.

 21And I, Artaxerxes the king, make a decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the River: Whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven, requires of you, let it be done with all diligence, 22up to 100 talents[3] of silver, 100 cors[4] of wheat, 100 baths[5] of wine, 100 baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how much. 23Whatever is decreed by the God of heaven, let it be done in full for the house of the God of heaven, lest his wrath be against the realm of the king and his sons. 24We also notify you that it shall not be lawful to impose otribute, custom, or toll on anyone of the priests, the Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, the temple servants, or other servants of this house of God.

 25And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand, pappoint magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the River, all such as know the laws of your God. qAnd those who do not know them, you shall teach. 26Whoever will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment be strictly executed on him, whether for death or for banishment or for confiscation of his goods or for imprisonment.

 27rBlessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, swho put such a thing as this into the heart of the king, to beautify the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem, 28tand who extended to me his steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before all the kings mighty officers. I took courage, for the hand of the LORD my God was on me, and I gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me.

Genealogy of Those Who Returned with Ezra

 EZRA 8 These are the heads of their fathers houses, and this is the genealogy of those who went up with me from Babylonia, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king: 2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom. Of the sons of uIthamar, Daniel. Of the sons of David, vHattush. 3Of the sons of Shecaniah, who was of the sons of wParosh, Zechariah, with whom were registered 150 men. 4xOf the sons of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah, and with him 200 men. 5Of the sons of Zattu,[1] Shecaniah the son of Jahaziel, and with him 300 men. 6Of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of Jonathan, and with him 50 men. 7Of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah, and with him 70 men. 8Of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the son of Michael, and with him 80 men. 9Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehiel, and with him 218 men. 10Of the sons of Bani,[2] Shelomith the son of Josiphiah, and with him 160 men. 11yOf the sons of Bebai, Zechariah, the son of Bebai, and with him 28 men. 12Of the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son of Hakkatan, and with him 110 men. 13Of the sons of Adonikam, those who came later, their names being Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah, and with them 60 men. 14Of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zaccur, and with them 70 men.

Ezra Sends for Levites

 15I gathered them to the river that runs to zAhava, and there we camped three days. As I reviewed the people and the priests, I found there anone of the sons of Levi. 16Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and bMeshullam, leading men, and for Joiarib and Elnathan, who were men of insight, 17and sent them to Iddo, the leading man at the place Casiphia, telling them what to say to Iddo and his brothers and[3] the temple servants at the place Casiphia, namely, to send us ministers for the house of our God. 18And cby the good hand of our God on us, they brought us a man of discretion, of the sons of dMahli the son of Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebiah with his sons and kinsmen, 18; 19also eHashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of fthe sons of Merari, with his kinsmen and their sons, 20; 20gbesides 220 of the temple servants, whom David and his officials had set apart to attend the Levites. These were all hmentioned by name.

Fasting and Prayer for Protection

 21iThen I proclaimed a fast there, at the river jAhava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, kto seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods. 22For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told the king, lThe hand of our God is for good on mall who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake him. 23So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened to our entreaty.

Priests to Guard Offerings

 24Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests: eSherebiah, eHashabiah, and ten of their kinsmen with them. 25And I weighed out to them the nsilver and the gold and the vessels, the offering for the house of our God that the king and his ocounselors and his lords and all Israel there present had offered. 26pI weighed out into their hand 650 talents[4] of silver, and silver vessels worth 200 talents,[5] and 100 talents of gold, 2720 bowls of gold worth 1,000 darics,[6] and two vessels of fine bright bronze as precious as gold. 28And I said to them, qYou are holy to the LORD, and rthe vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold are a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers. 29Guard them and keep them until you weigh them before the chief priests and the Levites and the heads of fathers houses in Israel at Jerusalem, swithin the chambers of the house of the LORD. 30So the priests and the Levites ptook over the weight of the silver and the gold and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem, to the house of our God.

 31Then we departed from the river Ahava ton the twelfth day of the first month, to go to Jerusalem. uThe hand of our God was on us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from ambushes by the way. 32vWe came to Jerusalem, and there we remained three days. 33On the fourth day, within the house of our God, the silver and the gold and the vessels were wweighed into the hands of xMeremoth the priest, son of Uriah, and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas, and with them were the Levites, yJozabad the son of Jeshua and Noadiah the son of zBinnui. 34The whole was counted and weighed, and the weight of everything was recorded.

 35At that time athose who had come from captivity, the returned exiles, offered burnt offerings to the God of Israel, btwelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and as a sin offering twelve male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD. 36cThey also delivered the kings commissions to the kings dsatraps[7] and to the governors of the province Beyond the River, and they aided the people and the house of God.

Ezra Prays About Intermarriage

 EZRA 9 After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, The people of Israel and the priests and the eLevites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands fwith their abominations, from the gCanaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2hFor they have taken some of their daughters to be wives for themselves and for their sons, so that the iholy race[1] has jmixed itself with the peoples of the lands. And in this faithlessness the hand of the officials and chief men has been foremost. 3As soon as I heard this, I ktore my garment and my cloak and pulled hair from my head and beard and lsat appalled. 4Then all who mtrembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered around me while I sat nappalled until the evening sacrifice. 5And at the nevening sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with my garment kand my cloak torn, and fell upon my knees oand spread out my hands to the LORD my God, 6saying:

O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to you, my God, for our iniquities phave risen higher than our heads, and our qguilt has rmounted up to the heavens. 7sFrom the days of our fathers to this day we have been in great qguilt. And for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plundering, tand to utter shame, as it is today. 8But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the LORD our God, to leave us a uremnant and to give us a vsecure hold[2] within his holy place, that our God may wbrighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our slavery. 9xFor we are slaves. Yet our God has not forsaken us in our slavery, ybut has extended to us his steadfast love before the kings of Persia, to grant us some reviving to set up the house of our God, to repair its ruins, and to give us protection[3] in Judea and Jerusalem.

 10And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken your commandments, 11which you commanded by your servants the prophets, saying, The land that you are entering, to take possession of it, is a land impure with the impurity of the peoples of the lands, with their abominations that have filled it from end to end with ztheir uncleanness. 12aTherefore do not give your daughters to their sons, neither take their daughters for your sons, and never seek their peace or prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good of the land band leave it for an inheritance to your children forever. 13And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and for cour great guilt, seeing that you, our dGod, have punished us less than our iniquities deserved and have given us such a eremnant as this, 14shall we break your commandments again and fintermarry with the peoples who practice these abominations? Would you not be angry with us guntil you consumed us, so that there should be no eremnant, nor any to escape? 15O LORD, the God of Israel, you are just, for we are left a eremnant that has escaped, as it is today. Behold, we are before you in our hguilt, ifor none can stand before you because of this.

The People Confess Their Sin

 EZRA 10 jWhile Ezra prayed and kmade confession, weeping and lcasting himself down mbefore the house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and children, gathered to him out of Israel, for the people wept bitterly. 2And Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, of the sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: nWe have broken faith with our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land, but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 3Therefore olet us make a covenant with our God to put away all these wives and ptheir children, according to the counsel of my lord[1] and of qthose who tremble at the commandment of our God, and let it be done raccording to the Law. 4Arise, for it is your task, and we are with you; sbe strong and do it. 5Then Ezra arose and made the leading priests and Levites and all Israel ttake an oath that they would do as had been said. So they took the oath.

 6Then Ezra withdrew ufrom before the house of God and went to the vchamber of wJehohanan the son of xEliashib, where he spent the night,[2] neither yeating bread nor drinking water, for he was mourning over the faithlessness of the exiles. 7And a proclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the returned exiles that they should assemble at Jerusalem, 8and that if anyone did not come within three days, by order of the officials and the elders all his property should be forfeited, and he himself banned from the congregation of the exiles.

 9Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. And all the people sat in the open square before the house of God, trembling because of this matter and because of the zheavy rain. 10And Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, You have broken faith and married foreign women, and so increased the guilt of Israel. 11Now then amake confession to the LORD, the God of your fathers and do his will. bSeparate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign wives. 12Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, It is so; we must do as you have said. 13But the people are many, and it is a time of heavy rain; we cannot stand in the open. Nor is this a task for one day or for two, for we have greatly transgressed in this matter. 14Let our officials stand for the whole assembly. Let all in our cities who have taken foreign wives come cat appointed times, and with them the elders and judges of every city, duntil the fierce wrath of our God over this matter is turned away from us. 15Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah opposed this, and eMeshullam and fShabbethai the Levite supported them.

 16Then the returned exiles did so. Ezra the priest selected men,[3] heads of fathers houses, according to their fathers houses, each of them designated by name. On the first day of the tenth month they sat down to examine the matter; 17and by the first day of the first month they had come to the end of all the men who had married foreign women.

Those Guilty of Intermarriage

 18Now there were found some of the sons of the priests who had married foreign women: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah, some of the sons of gJeshua the son of Jozadak and his brothers. 19They hpledged themselves to put away their wives, and their guilt offering was ia ram of the flock for their guilt.[4] 20jOf the sons of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah. 21kOf the sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah. 22Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah.

 23Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is, Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24Of the singers: Eliashib. Of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri.

 25And of Israel: of the sons of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Hashabiah,[5] and Benaiah. 26Of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and Elijah. 27Of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza. 28Of the sons of Bebai were Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai. 29Of the sons of Bani were Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jeremoth. 30Of the sons of Pahath-moab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh. 31Of the lsons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah. 33Of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei. 34Of the sons of mBani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu. 38Of the sons of Binnui:[6] Shimei, 39Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah, 40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. 43Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel, and Benaiah. 44All these had married foreign women, and some of the women nhad even borne children.[7]

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 2

[1] 2:69 A daric was a coin weighing about 1/4 ounce or 8.5 grams

[2] 2:69 A mina was about 1 1/4 pounds or 0.6 kilogram

[3] 2:70 Hebrew all Israel


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 4

[1] 4:7 Hebrew written in Aramaic and translated in Aramaic, indicating that 4:86:18 is in Aramaic; another interpretation is The letter was written in the Aramaic script and set forth in the Aramaic language


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 5

[1] 5:4 Septuagint, Syriac; Aramaic We

[2] 5:10 Aramaic of the men at their heads


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 6

[1] 6:3 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 6:6 Aramaic their


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 7

[1] 7:8 Aramaic he

[2] 7:12 Aramaic Perfect (probably a greeting)

[3] 7:22 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[4] 7:22 A cor was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[5] 7:22 A bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 8

[1] 8:5 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks of Zattu

[2] 8:10 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks Bani

[3] 8:17 Hebrew lacks and

[4] 8:26 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms

[5] 8:26 Revocalization; the number is missing in the Masoretic Text

[6] 8:27 A daric was a coin weighing about 1/4 ounce or 8.5 grams

[7] 8:36 A satrap was a Persian official


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 9

[1] 9:2 Hebrew offspring

[2] 9:8 Hebrew nail, or tent-pin

[3] 9:9 Hebrew a wall


Footnotes for Ezra, Chapter 10

[1] 10:3 Or of the Lord

[2] 10:6 Probable reading; Hebrew where he went

[3] 10:16 Syriac; Hebrew And there were selected Ezra... ;

[4] 10:19 Or as their reparation

[5] 10:25 Septuagint; Hebrew Malchijah

[6] 10:38 Septuagint; Hebrew Bani, Binnui

[7] 10:44 Or and they put them away with their children
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Nehemiah

Report from Jerusalem

 NEHEMIAH 1 The words of aNehemiah the son of Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month of bChislev, cin the twentieth year, as I was in dSusa the citadel, 2that eHanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3And they said to me, The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and fshame. gThe wall of Jerusalem is broken down, hand its gates are destroyed by fire.

Nehemiahs Prayer

 4As soon as I heard these words I isat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the jGod of heaven. 5And I said, O LORD God of heaven, kthe great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6llet your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, mconfessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even nI and my fathers house have sinned. 7oWe have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules pthat you commanded your servant Moses. 8Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, If you are unfaithful, qI will scatter you among the peoples, 9rbut if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, sthough your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them tto the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there. 10uThey are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11O Lord, llet your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.

Now I was vcupbearer to the king.

Nehemiah Sent to Judah

 NEHEMIAH 2 In the month of Nisan, win the twentieth year of King xArtaxerxes, when wine was before him, yI took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 2And the king said to me, Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but zsadness of the heart. Then I was very much afraid. 3I said to the king, aLet the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, bwhen the city, the place of my fathers graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire? 4Then the king said to me, What are you requesting? So I prayed cto the God of heaven. 5And I said to the king, If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers graves, that I may rebuild it. 6And the king said to me (dthe queen sitting beside him), How long will you be gone, and when will you return? So it pleased the king to send me ewhen I had given him a time. 7And I said to the king, If it pleases the king, let letters be given me fto the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, 8and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the kings forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of gthe fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy. And the king granted me what I asked, hfor the good hand of my God was upon me.

Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalems Walls

 9Then I came to ithe governors of the province Beyond the River and gave them the kings letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. 10But when jSanballat the Horonite and kTobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.

 11lSo I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. 13I went out by night by mthe Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to nthe Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem othat were broken down pand its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14Then I went on to qthe Fountain Gate and to rthe Kings Pool, but there was no room for the animal that was under me to pass. 15Then I went up in the night sby the valley and inspected the wall, and I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. 16And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, and I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work.

 17Then I said to them, You see the trouble we are in, thow Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer usuffer derision. 18And I told them vof the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. wSo they strengthened their hands for the good work. 19But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and xGeshem the Arab heard of it, ythey jeered at us and despised us and said, What is this thing that you are doing? zAre you rebelling against the king? 20Then I replied to them, aThe God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or claim[1] in Jerusalem.

Rebuilding the Wall

 NEHEMIAH 3 Then bEliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built cthe Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and dset its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the eTower of Hananel. 2And next to him fthe men of Jericho built. And next to them[1] Zaccur the son of Imri built.

 3The sons of Hassenaah built gthe Fish Gate. hThey laid its beams and dset its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 4And next to them iMeremoth the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired. And next to them jMeshullam the son of Berechiah, son of Meshezabel repaired. And next to them Zadok the son of Baana repaired. 5And next to them kthe Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not stoop to serve their Lord.[2]

 6Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah lrepaired the Gate of Yeshanah.[3] hThey laid its beams and dset its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 7And next to them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, the seat of mthe governor of the province Beyond the River. 8Next to them Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, goldsmiths, repaired. Next to him Hananiah, one of the perfumers, repaired, and they restored Jerusalem as far as nthe Broad Wall. 9Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, oruler of half the district of[4] Jerusalem, repaired. 10Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph repaired opposite his house. And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabneiah repaired. 11Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-moab repaired another section and pthe Tower of the Ovens. 12Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh, qruler of half the district of Jerusalem, repaired, he and his daughters.

 13Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired rthe Valley Gate. They rebuilt it and sset its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and repaired a thousand cubits[5] of the wall, as far as tthe Dung Gate.

 14Malchijah the son of Rechab, ruler of the district of uBeth-haccherem, repaired tthe Dung Gate. He rebuilt it and sset its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

 15And Shallum the son of Col-hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah, repaired vthe Fountain Gate. He rebuilt it and covered it and sset its doors, its bolts, and its bars. And he built the wall of wthe Pool of Shelah of xthe kings garden, as far as ythe stairs that go down from the city of David. 16After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the district of Beth-zur, repaired to a point opposite zthe tombs of David, as far as athe artificial pool, and as far as the house of the mighty men. 17After him the Levites repaired: Rehum the son of Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, ruler of half the district of Keilah, repaired for his district. 18After him their brothers repaired: Bavvai the son of Henadad, ruler of half the district of Keilah. 19Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, ruler of Mizpah, repaired another section opposite the ascent to the armory at bthe buttress.[6] 20After him Baruch the son of Zabbai repaired another section from the buttress to the door of the house of cEliashib the high priest. 21After him dMeremoth the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired another section from the door of the house of Eliashib to the end of the house of Eliashib. 22After him the priests, the men of ethe surrounding area, repaired. 23After them Benjamin and Hasshub repaired opposite their house. After them Azariah the son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah repaired beside his own house. 24After him Binnui the son of Henadad repaired another section, from the house of Azariah to the buttress 25and to fthe corner. Palal the son of Uzai repaired opposite the buttress and the tower projecting from the upper house of the king at gthe court of the guard. After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh 26hand the temple servants living on iOphel repaired to a point opposite jthe Water Gate on the east and the projecting tower. 27After him kthe Tekoites repaired another section opposite the great projecting tower as far as the wall of Ophel.

 28Above lthe Horse Gate the priests repaired, each one opposite his own house. 29After them Zadok the son of Immer repaired opposite his own house. After him Shemaiah the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the East Gate, repaired. 30After him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph repaired another section. After him mMeshullam the son of Berechiah repaired opposite nhis chamber. 31After him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired as far as the house of the temple servants and of the merchants, opposite the Muster Gate,[7] and to the upper chamber of the corner. 32And between the upper chamber of the corner and othe Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and the merchants repaired.

Opposition to the Work

 NEHEMIAH 4 [1] Now when qSanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. 2And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of rSamaria, What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves?[2] Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that? 3qTobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, Yes, what they are buildingsif a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall! 4tHear, O our God, for we are despised. uTurn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to be plundered in a land where they are captives. 5vDo not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders.

 6So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.

 7[3] But when qSanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8wAnd they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against them day and night.

 10In Judah it was said,[4] The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall. 11And our enemies said, They will not know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work. 12At that time the Jews who lived near them came from all directions and said to us ten times, You must return to us.[5] 13So in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people by their clans, with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, xDo not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, ywho is great and awesome, zand fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.

The Work Resumes

 15When our enemies heard that it was known to us aand that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work. 16From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and bcoats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, 17who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 19And I said to cthe nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. 20In the place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. dOur God will fight for us.

 21So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from the break of dawn until the stars came out. 22I also said to the people at that time, Let every man and his servant pass the night within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by day. 23So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us took off our clothes; eeach kept his weapon at his right hand.[6]

Nehemiah Stops Oppression of the Poor

 NEHEMIAH 5 Now there arose fa great outcry of the people and of their wives gagainst their Jewish brothers. 2For there were those who said, With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may eat and keep alive. 3There were also those who said, We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine. 4And there were those who said, We have borrowed money for hthe kings tax on our fields and our vineyards. 5Now iour flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children are as their children. Yet jwe are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our fields and our vineyards.

 6I was very angry when I heard ftheir outcry and these words. 7I took counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, kYou are exacting interest, each from his brother. And I held a great assembly against them 8and said to them, We, as far as we are able, lhave bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us! They were silent and could not find a word to say. 9So I said, The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not to walk min the fear of our God nto prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 10Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest. 11Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them. 12Then they said, We will restore these and orequire nothing from them. We will do as you say. And I called the priests and pmade them swear qto do as they had promised. 13rI also shook out the fold[1] of my garment and said, So may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied. sAnd all the assembly said Amen and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised.

Nehemiahs Generosity

 14Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from tthe twentieth year to uthe thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, twelve years, vneither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance of the governor. 15The former governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people and took from them for their daily ration[2] forty shekels[3] of silver. Even their servants lorded it over the people. But I did not do so, wbecause of the fear of God. 16I also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired no land, and all my servants were gathered there for the work. 17Moreover, there were xat my table 150 men, Jews and officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that were around us. 18yNow what was prepared at my expense[4] for each day was one ox and six choice sheep and birds, and every ten days all kinds of wine in abundance. Yet for all this vI did not demand the food allowance of the governor, because the service was too heavy on this people. 19zRemember for my good, O my God, all that I have done for this people.

Conspiracy Against Nehemiah

 NEHEMIAH 6 Now when aSanballat and Tobiah and bGeshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies heard that I had built the wall and that there was no breach left in it (calthough up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), 2Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of dOno. But they intended to do me harm. 3And I sent messengers to them, saying, I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down to you? 4And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the same manner. 5In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in his hand. 6In it was written, It is reported among the nations, and Geshem[1] also says it, that you and ethe Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And according to these reports you wish to become their king. 7And you have also set up prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, There is a king in Judah. And now the king will hear of these reports. So now come and let us take counsel together. 8Then I sent to him, saying, No such things as you say have been done, for you are inventing them out of your own mind. 9For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be done. But now, O God,[2] strengthen my hands.

 10Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was fconfined to his home, he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple. Let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night. 11But I said, Should such a man as I run away? And what man such as I could go into the temple and live?[3] I will not go in. 12And I understood and saw that God had not sent him, gbut he had pronounced the prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13For this purpose he was hired, that I should be afraid and act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in order to taunt me. 14hRemember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did, and also ithe prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid.

The Wall Is Finished

 15So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16And jwhen all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, kfor they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. 17Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiahs letters came to them. 18For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of lArah: and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of mMeshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19Also they spoke of his good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to make me afraid.

 NEHEMIAH 7 Now when the wall had been built nand I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites had been appointed, 2I gave omy brother Hanani and Hananiah the governor of pthe castle charge over Jerusalem, for he was qa more faithful and God-fearing man than many. 3And I said to them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot. And while they are still standing guard, let them shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, some at their guard posts and some in front of their own homes. 4The city was wide and large, but the people within it were few, and no houses had been rebuilt.

Lists of Returned Exiles

 5Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles and the officials and the people to be enrolled by genealogy. And I found the book of the genealogy of rthose who came up at the first, and I found written in it:

 6sThese were the people of the province who came up out of the captivity of those exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried into exile. They returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his town. 7They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, tAzariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah.

The number of the men of the people of Israel: 8the sons of Parosh, 2,172. 9The sons of Shephatiah, 372. 10The sons of Arah, u652. 11The sons of Pahath-moab, namely the sons of Jeshua and Joab, 2,818. 12The sons of vElam, 1,254. 13The sons of Zattu, 845. 14The sons of Zaccai, 760. 15The sons of wBinnui, 648. 16The sons of Bebai, 628. 17The sons of Azgad, 2,322. 18The sons of Adonikam, 667. 19The sons of Bigvai, 2,067. 20The sons of Adin, 655. 21The sons of Ater, namely of Hezekiah, 98. 22The sons of Hashum, 328. 23The sons of xBezai, 324. 24The sons of Hariph, 112. 25The sons of yGibeon, 95. 26The men of Bethlehem and Netophah, 188. 27The men of Anathoth, 128. 28The men zof Beth-azmaveth, 42. 29The men of aKiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, 743. 30The men of Ramah and Geba, 621. 31The men of Michmas, 122. 32The men of Bethel and Ai, 123. 33The men of the other Nebo, 52. 34The sons of bthe other Elam, 1,254. 35The sons of Harim, 320. 36The sons of Jericho, 345. 37The sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, 721. 38The sons of Senaah, 3,930.

 39The priests: the sons of cJedaiah, namely the house of Jeshua, 973. 40The sons of dImmer, 1,052. 41The sons of ePashhur, 1,247. 42The sons of fHarim, 1,017.

 43The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, namely of Kadmiel of the sons of gHodevah, 74. 44The singers: the sons of Asaph, 148. 45The gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of Shobai, 138.

 46The temple servants: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 47the sons of Keros, the sons of hSia, the sons of Padon, 48the sons of Lebana, the sons of iHagaba, the sons of iShalmai, 49the sons of Hanan, the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, 50the sons of Reaiah, the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, 51the sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, 52the sons of Besai, the sons of Meunim, the sons of jNephushesim, 53the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 54the sons of kBazlith, the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 55the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Temah, 56the sons of Neziah, the sons of Hatipha.

 57The sons of Solomons servants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the sons of lPerida, 58the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 59the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the sons of mAmon.

 60All the temple servants and the sons of Solomons servants were 392.

 61nThe following were those who came up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, oAddon, and Immer, but they could not prove their fathers houses nor their descent, whether they belonged to Israel: 62the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, 642. 63Also, of the priests: the sons of Hobaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai (who had taken a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by their name). 64These sought their registration among those enrolled in the genealogies, but it was not found there, so they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean. 65pThe qgovernor told them that they were not to partake of the most holy food until a priest with Urim and Thummim should arise.

Totals of People and Gifts

 66The whole assembly together was 42,360, 67besides their male and female servants, of whom there were 7,337. And they had 245 singers, male and female. 68Their horses were 736, their mules 245,[1] 69their camels 435, and their donkeys 6,720.

 70Now some of the heads of fathers houses gave to the work. The qgovernor gave to the treasury 1,000 darics[2] of gold, 50 basins, 30 priests garments and 500 minas[3] of silver.[4] 71And some of the heads of fathers houses gave into the treasury of the work 20,000 darics of gold and 2,200 minas of silver. 72rAnd what the rest of the people gave was 20,000 darics of gold, 2,000 minas of silver, and 67 priests garments.

 73So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the temple servants, and all Israel, lived in their towns.

sAnd when the seventh month had come, the people of Israel were in their towns.

Ezra Reads the Law

 NEHEMIAH 8 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before tthe Water Gate. And they told uEzra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest vbrought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, won the first day of the seventh month. 3xAnd he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, yAmen, Amen, zlifting up their hands. aAnd they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7bAlso Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,[1] chelped the people to understand the Law, dwhile the people remained in their places. 8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly,[2] and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

This Day Is Holy

 9And Nehemiah, who was ethe governor, and Ezra fthe priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, gThis day is holy to the LORD your God; hdo not mourn or weep. For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10Then he said to them, Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and isend portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength. 11So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved. 12And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because jthey had understood the words that were declared to them.

Feast of Booths Celebrated

 13On the second day the heads of fathers houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. 14And they found it written in the Law that the LORD had commanded by Moses kthat the people of Israel should dwell in booths[3] during the feast of the seventh month, 15and that they should proclaim it and lpublish it in all their towns and min Jerusalem, Go out to the hills and bring nbranches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written. 16So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each oon his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at pthe Water Gate and in the square at qthe Gate of Ephraim. 17And all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day rthe people of Israel had not done so. And there was svery great rejoicing. 18And day by day, from the first day to the last day, the read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and uon the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule.

The People of Israel Confess Their Sin

 NEHEMIAH 9 Now on the twenty-fourth day of vthis month the people of Israel were assembled wwith fasting xand in sackcloth, yand with earth on their heads. 2zAnd the Israelites[1] separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers. 3aAnd they stood up in their place and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day; for another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the LORD their God. 4On the stairs of the Levites stood bJeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani; and they cried with a loud voice to the LORD their God. 5Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless the LORD your God from everlasting to everlasting. cBlessed be your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise.

 6[2] dYou are the LORD, you alone. eYou have made heaven, fthe heaven of heavens, gwith all their host, ethe earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; hand you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. 7You are the LORD, the God iwho chose Abram and brought him out of jUr of the Chaldeans kand gave him the name Abraham. 8lYou found his heart faithful before you, mand made with him the covenant to give to his offspring nthe land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. oAnd you have kept your promise, for you are righteous.

 9pAnd you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard qtheir cry at the Red Sea, 10rand performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that sthey acted arrogantly against our fathers. And tyou made a name for yourself, as it is to this day. 11uAnd you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, vas a stone into mighty waters. 12By wa pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which they should go. 13xYou came down on Mount Sinai yand spoke with them from heaven and gave them zright rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments, 14aand you made known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded them commandments and statutes and a law by Moses your servant. 15bYou gave them bread from heaven for their hunger and cbrought water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and you dtold them to go in to possess the land that you had sworn to give them.

 16But they and our fathers eacted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did not obey your commandments. 17They refused to obey fand were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, ggracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them. 18Even hwhen they had made for themselves a golden[3] calf and said, This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt, iand had committed great blasphemies, 19you jin your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. kThe pillar of cloud to lead them in the way did not depart from them by day, knor the pillar of fire by night to light for them the way by which they should go. 20lYou gave your good Spirit to instruct them mand did not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them water for their thirst. 21nForty years you sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell.

 22And you gave them kingdoms and peoples and allotted to them every corner. oSo they took possession of the land of Sihon king of Heshbon pand the land of Og king of Bashan. 23You multiplied their children qas the stars of heaven, and you brought them into the land that you had told their fathers to enter and possess. 24rSo the descendants went in and possessed the land, sand you subdued before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their hand, with their kings and the peoples of the land, that they might do with them as they would. 25And they captured tfortified cities and ua rich land, and took possession of vhouses full of all good things, cisterns already hewn, vineyards, olive orchards and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate and were filled wand became fat and delighted themselves in xyour great goodness.

 26yNevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against you zand cast your law behind their back aand killed your prophets, who bhad warned them in order to turn them back to you, cand they committed great blasphemies. 27dTherefore you gave them into the hand of their enemies, who made them suffer. eAnd in the time of their suffering they cried out to you and you heard them from heaven, and according to your great mercies you gave them fsaviors who saved them from the hand of their enemies. 28gBut after they had rest they did evil again before you, and you abandoned them to the hand of their enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard from heaven, hand many times you delivered them according to your mercies. 29bAnd you warned them in order to turn them back to your law. Yet ithey acted presumptuously and did not obey your commandments, but sinned against your rules, jwhich if a person does them, he shall live by them, kand they turned a stubborn shoulder land stiffened their neck and would not obey. 30Many years myou bore with them nand warned them oby your Spirit through your prophets. pYet they would not give ear. qTherefore you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands. 31Nevertheless, rin your great mercies syou did not make an end of them or forsake them, tfor you are a gracious and merciful God.

 32Now, therefore, our God, uthe great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon us, upon our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all your people, vsince the time of the kings of Assyria until this day. 33wYet you have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully xand we have acted wickedly. 34Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to your commandments and your warnings that you gave them. 35Even in their own kingdom, yand amid your great goodness that you gave them, and in the large and yrich land that you set before them, zthey did not serve you or turn from their wicked works. 36Behold, awe are slaves this day; in the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts, behold, we are slaves. 37bAnd its rich yield goes to the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins. They rule over our bodies and over our livestock as they please, and we are in great distress.

 38[4] Because of all this cwe make a firm covenant in writing; on dthe sealed document are the names of[5] our princes, our Levites, and our priests.

The People Who Sealed the Covenant

 NEHEMIAH 10 [1] eOn the seals are the names of[2] Nehemiah fthe governor, gthe son of Hacaliah, Zedekiah, 2hSeraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4iHattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these are the priests. 9And the Levites: jJeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of kHenadad, Kadmiel; 10and their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13Hodiah, Bani, Beninu. 14The chiefs of the people: lParosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27Malluch, Harim, Baanah.

The Obligations of the Covenant

 28mThe rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, nand all who have separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who have knowledge and understanding, 29join with their brothers, their nobles, oand enter into a curse and an oath pto walk in Gods Law that was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord and his rules and his statutes. 30qWe will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons. 31rAnd if the peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego the crops of the sseventh year and the texaction of every debt.

 32We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly ua third part of a shekel[3] for the service of the house of our God: 33vfor the showbread, wthe regular grain offering, wthe regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, the appointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34xWe, the priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots yfor the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers houses, at times appointed, year by year, to burn on the altar of the LORD our God, zas it is written in the Law. 35We obligate ourselves ato bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of every tree, year by year, to the house of the LORD; 36also to bring to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God, the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, bas it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks; 37cand to bring the first of our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine and the oil, to the priests, dto the chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to the Levites the tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor. 38And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers of ethe storehouse. 39For the people of Israel and the sons of Levi fshall bring the contribution of grain, wine, and oil to the chambers, where the vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the gatekeepers and the singers. gWe will not neglect the house of our God.

The Leaders in Jerusalem

 NEHEMIAH 11 Now the leaders of the people hlived in Jerusalem. And the rest of the people icast lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem jthe holy city, while nine out of ten[1] remained in the other towns. 2And the people blessed all the men kwho willingly offered to live in Jerusalem.

 3lThese are the chiefs of the province who lived in Jerusalem; but in the towns of Judah meveryone lived on his property in their towns: Israel, the priests, the Levites, nthe temple servants, oand the descendants of Solomons servants. 4And in Jerusalem lived certain of the sons of Judah and of the sons of Benjamin. Of the sons of Judah: Athaiah the son of Uzziah, son of Zechariah, son of Amariah, son of Shephatiah, son of Mahalalel, of the sons of pPerez; 5and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, son of Col-hozeh, son of Hazaiah, son of Adaiah, son of Joiarib, son of Zechariah, son of the Shilonite. 6All the sons of Perez who lived in Jerusalem were 468 valiant men.

 7And these are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, son of Joed, son of Pedaiah, son of Kolaiah, son of Maaseiah, son of Ithiel, son of Jeshaiah, 8and his brothers, men of valor, 928.[2] 9Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer; and Judah the son of Hassenuah was second over the city.

 10Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin, 11Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, ruler of the house of God, 12and their brothers who did the work of the house, 822; and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, son of Pelaliah, son of Amzi, son of Zechariah, son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah, 13and his brothers, heads of fathers houses, 242; and Amashsai, the son of Azarel, son of Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, son of Immer, 14and their brothers, mighty men of valor, 128; their overseer was Zabdiel the son of Haggedolim.

 15And of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, son of Bunni; 16and Shabbethai and qJozabad, of the chiefs of the Levites, who were over rthe outside work of the house of God; 17and sMattaniah the son of Mica, son of Zabdi, son of Asaph, who was the leader of the praise,[3] who gave thanks, and Bakbukiah, the second among his brothers; and Abda the son of Shammua, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun. 18All the Levites in tthe holy city were 284.

 19The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon and their brothers, who kept watch at the gates, were 172. 20And the rest of Israel, and of the priests and the Levites, were in all the towns of Judah, uevery one in his inheritance. 21vBut the temple servants lived on Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa were over the temple servants.

 22The overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the singers, over the work of the house of God. 23wFor there was a command from the king concerning them, and a fixed provision for the singers, xas every day required. 24And Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the sons of Zerah the son of Judah, was at the kings side[4] in all matters concerning the people.

Villages Outside Jerusalem

 25And as for the villages, with their fields, some of the people of Judah lived in yKiriath-arba and its villages, and in Dibon and its villages, and in Jekabzeel and its villages, 26and in Jeshua and in Moladah and Beth-pelet, 27in Hazar-shual, in Beersheba and its villages, 28in Ziklag, in Meconah and its villages, 29in En-rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth, 30Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages, Lachish and its fields, and Azekah and its villages. So they encamped from Beersheba to zthe Valley of Hinnom. 31The people of Benjamin also lived from Geba onward, at Michmash, Aija, Bethel and its villages, 32Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35Lod, and aOno, the valley of craftsmen. 36And certain divisions of the Levites in Judah were assigned to Benjamin.

Priests and Levites

 NEHEMIAH 12 These are bthe priests and the Levites who came up with cZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and dJeshua: eSeraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 4Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 6Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of the priests and of their brothers in the days of Jeshua.

 8And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who with his brothers was fin charge of the songs of thanksgiving. 9And Bakbukiah and Unni and their brothers stood opposite them gin the service. 10And Jeshua was the father of Joiakim, Joiakim the father of Eliashib, Eliashib the father of Joiada, 11Joiada the father of Jonathan, and Jonathan the father of Jaddua.

 12hAnd in the days of Joiakim were priests, heads of fathers houses: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14of Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 16of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; 18of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan; 19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 21of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel.

 22In the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua, the Levites were recorded as heads of fathers houses; so too were the priests in the reign of Darius the Persian. 23As for the sons of Levi, their heads of fathers houses iwere written in the Book of the Chronicles until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib. 24And the chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and jJeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers who stood opposite them, kto praise and to give thanks, laccording to the commandment of David mthe man of God, nwatch by watch. 25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers standing guard at othe storehouses of the gates. 26These were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua son of Jozadak, and in the days of pNehemiah the governor and of pEzra, the priest and scribe.

Dedication of the Wall

 27And at qthe dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, with thanksgivings and with singing, rwith cymbals, harps, and lyres. 28And the sons of the singers gathered together from the district surrounding Jerusalem and from the villages of the Netophathites; 29also from Beth-gilgal and from the region of Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built for themselves villages around Jerusalem. 30And the priests and the Levites spurified themselves, and they purified the people and the gates and the wall.

 31Then I brought the leaders of Judah up onto the wall and appointed two great choirs that gave thanks. tOne went to the south on the wall to uthe Dung Gate. 32And after them went Hoshaiah and half of the leaders of Judah, 33and Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, 35and certain of the priests sons vwith trumpets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan, son of Shemaiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Micaiah, son of Zaccur, son of Asaph; 36and his relatives, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, wwith the musical instruments of David xthe man of God. And Ezra the scribe went before them. 37At ythe Fountain Gate they went up straight before them by zthe stairs of the city of David, at the ascent of the wall, above the house of David, to athe Water Gate on the east.

 38bThe other choir of those who gave thanks went to the north, and I followed them with half of the people, on the wall, above cthe Tower of the Ovens, to dthe Broad Wall, 39and above ethe Gate of Ephraim, and by fthe Gate of Yeshanah,[1] and by gthe Fish Gate and hthe Tower of Hananel and hthe Tower of the Hundred, to ithe Sheep Gate; and they came to a halt at jthe Gate of the Guard. 40So both choirs of those who gave thanks stood in the house of God, and I and half of the officials with me; 41and the priests Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, kwith trumpets; 42and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang with Jezrahiah as their leader. 43And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was heard far away.

Service at the Temple

 44lOn that day men were appointed over the storerooms, the contributions, the firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them the portions required by the Law for the priests and for the Levites according to the fields of the towns, for Judah rejoiced over the priests and the Levites who ministered. 45And they performed the service of their God and the service of purification, as did the singers and the gatekeepers, maccording to the command of David and his son Solomon. 46For long ago in the days of David and nAsaph there were directors of the singers, and there were songs[2] of praise and thanksgiving to God. 47And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah gave the odaily portions for the singers and the gatekeepers; pand they set apart that which was for the Levites; qand the Levites set apart that which was for the sons of Aaron.

Nehemiahs Final Reforms

 NEHEMIAH 13 On that day rthey read from the Book of Moses in the hearing of the people. And in it was found written sthat no Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God, 2for they did not meet the people of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam against them to curse themyet our God turned the curse into a blessing. 3As soon as the people heard the law, tthey separated from Israel all uthose of foreign descent.

 4Now before this, vEliashib the priest, who wwas appointed over the chambers of the house of our God, and who was related to xTobiah, 5prepared for Tobiah a large chamber where they had previously put the grain offering, the frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil, ywhich were given by commandment to the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests. 6While this was taking place, I was not in Jerusalem, for zin the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes aking of Babylon I went to the king. And after some time I asked leave of the king 7and came to Jerusalem, and I then discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, bpreparing for him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. 8And I was very angry, and I threw all the household furniture of Tobiah out of the chamber. 9Then I gave orders, and they ccleansed the chambers, and I brought back there the vessels of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.

 10I also found out that dthe portions of the Levites had not been given to them, so that the Levites and the singers, who did the work, had fled each eto his field. 11fSo I confronted the officials and said, gWhy is the house of God forsaken? And I gathered them together and set them in their stations. 12Then all Judah brought hthe tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses. 13And iI appointed as treasurers over the storehouses Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites, and as their assistant Hanan the son of Zaccur, son of Mattaniah, jfor they were considered reliable, and their duty was to distribute to their brothers. 14kRemember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God and for his service.

 15In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses lon the Sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on donkeys, and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of loads, mwhich they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And nI warned them on the day when they sold food. 16Tyrians also, who lived in the city, brought in fish and all kinds of goods and sold them on the Sabbath to the people of Judah, in Jerusalem itself! 17oThen I confronted the nobles of Judah and said to them, What is this evil thing that you are doing, pprofaning the Sabbath day? 18qDid not your fathers act in this way, and did not our God bring all this disaster[1] on us and on this city? Now you are bringing more wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.

 19As soon as it rbegan to grow dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I commanded that the doors should be shut and gave orders that they should not be opened until after the Sabbath. And I stationed some of my servants at the gates, that no load might be brought in on the Sabbath day. 20Then the merchants and sellers of all kinds of wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21sBut I warned them and said to them, Why do you lodge outside the wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you. From that time on they did not come on the Sabbath. 22Then I commanded the Levites tthat they should purify themselves and come and guard the gates, to keep the Sabbath day holy. uRemember this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your steadfast love.

 23In those days also I saw the Jews vwho had married women wof Ashdod, xAmmon, and xMoab. 24And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they could not speak the language of Judah, but only the language of each people. 25oAnd I confronted them and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their hair. yAnd I made them take an oath in the name of God, saying, You shall not give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 26zDid not Solomon king of Israel sin on account of such women? aAmong the many nations there was no king like him, and he was bbeloved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless, foreign women made even him to sin. 27Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and cact treacherously against our God by marrying foreign women?

 28And one of the sons of dJehoiada, the son of eEliashib the high priest, was the son-in-law of fSanballat the Horonite. Therefore I chased him from me. 29gRemember them, O my God, because they have desecrated the priesthood hand the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.

 30iThus I cleansed them from everything foreign, and I established the duties of the priests and Levites, each in his work; 31and I provided jfor the wood offering kat appointed times, and for the firstfruits.

lRemember me, O my God, for good.
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Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 2

[1] 2:20 Or memorial


Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Hebrew him

[2] 3:5 Or lords

[3] 3:6 Or of the old city

[4] 3:9 Or foreman of half the portion assigned to; also verses 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

[5] 3:13 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[6] 3:19 Or corner; also verses 20, 24, 25
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Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Ch 3:33 in Hebrew

[2] 4:2 Or Will they commit themselves to God?

[3] 4:7 Ch 4:1 in Hebrew

[4] 4:10 Hebrew Judah said

[5] 4:12 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[6] 4:23 Probable reading; Hebrew each his weapon the water
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[1] 5:13 Hebrew bosom

[2] 5:15 Compare Vulgate; Hebrew took from them with food and wine afterward

[3] 5:15 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[4] 5:18 Or prepared for me


Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 Hebrew Gashmu

[2] 6:9 Hebrew lacks O God

[3] 6:11 Or would go into the temple to save his life


Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 7

[1] 7:68 Compare Ezra 2:66 and the margins of some Hebrew manuscripts; Hebrew lacks Their horses... ; 245
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[3] 7:70 A mina was about 1 1/4 pounds or 0.6 kilogram

[4] 7:70 Probable reading; Hebrew lacks minas of silver
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[1] 8:7 Vulgate; Hebrew and the Levites
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Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 9
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Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 11
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[2] 11:8 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew Jeshaiah, and after him Gabbai, Sallai, 928

[3] 11:17 Compare Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew beginning

[4] 11:24 Hebrew hand
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Footnotes for Nehemiah, Chapter 13
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The Kings Banquets

 ESTHER 1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned afrom India to Ethiopia over b127 provinces, 2in those days when King Ahasuerus csat on his royal throne in dSusa, the citadel, 3in the third year of his reign ehe gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before him, 4while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 days. 5And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the citadel, both great and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of fthe garden of the kings palace. 6There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods[1] and marble pillars, and also gcouches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones. 7Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. 8And drinking was according to this edict: There is no compulsion. For the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace to do as each man desired. 9Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King Ahasuerus.

Queen Vashtis Refusal

 10On the seventh day, hwhen the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, iHarbona, jBigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 11to bring Queen Vashti before the king with kher royal crown,[2] in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look at. 12But Queen Vashti refused to come at the kings command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him.

 13Then the king said to lthe wise men mwho knew the times (for this was the kings procedure toward all who were versed in law and judgment, 14the men next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and nMemucan, othe seven princes of Persia and Media, pwho saw the kings face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15According to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs? 16Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 17For the queens behavior will be made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come. 18This very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queens behavior will say the same to all the kings officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in plenty. 19If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so qthat it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. 20So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, rall women will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike. 21This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. 22He sent letters to all the royal provinces, sto every province in its own script and to every people in its own language, that every man be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people.

Esther Chosen Queen

 ESTHER 2 After these things, twhen the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti uand what she had done and what had been decreed against her. 2Then the kings young men who attended him said, Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the citadel, under custody of vHegai, the kings eunuch, who is in charge of the women. wLet their cosmetics be given them. 4And let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti. This pleased the king, and he did so.

 5Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was xMordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6ywho had been carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away. 7He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, zthe daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8So when the kings order and his edict were proclaimed, and awhen many young women were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of bHegai, Esther also was taken into the kings palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly provided her cwith her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the kings palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the harem. 10dEsther had not made known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. 11And every day Mordecai walked in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening to her.

 12Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and ointments for women 13when the young woman went in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she desired to take with her from the harem to the kings palace. 14In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the kings eunuch, who was in charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

 15When the turn came for Esther ethe daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what fHegai the kings eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 17the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set gthe royal crown[1] on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18Then the king hgave a great feast for all his officials and servants; it was Esthers feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with royal generosity.

Mordecai Discovers a Plot

 19Now when the virgins were gathered together ithe second time, Mordecai was sitting jat the kings gate. 20kEsther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai just las when she was brought up by him. 21In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the kings gate, mBigthan and nTeresh, two of the kings eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22And this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, oand he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai. 23When the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows.[2] And it was recorded in pthe book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

Haman Plots Against the Jews

 ESTHER 3 After these things King Ahasuerus qpromoted Haman rthe Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, sand advanced him and set his throne above all the officials who were with him. 2And all the kings servants who were at the kings gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him. tBut Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 3Then the kings servants who were uat the kings gate said to Mordecai, Why do you transgress vthe kings command? 4And when they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecais words would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5And when Haman saw that tMordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was wfilled with fury. 6But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

 7In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, xthey cast Pur (that is, they cast lots) before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth month, which is ythe month of Adar. 8Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. zTheir laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the kings laws, so that it is not to the kings profit to tolerate them. 9If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents[1] of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the kings business, that they may put it into the kings treasuries. 10aSo the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman bthe Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, cthe enemy of the Jews. 11And the king said to Haman, The money is given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.

 12dThen the kings scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the kings esatraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, fto every province in its own script and every people in its own language. It was written gin the name of King Ahasuerus hand sealed with the kings signet ring. 13Letters were sent iby couriers to all the kings provinces with instruction jto destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, kin one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, land to plunder their goods. 14mA copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15iThe couriers went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the king and Haman sat down to drink, nbut the city of Susa was thrown into confusion.

Esther Agrees to Help the Jews

 ESTHER 4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes oand put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2He went up to the entrance of the kings gate, for no one was allowed to enter the kings gate clothed in sackcloth. 3And in every province, wherever the kings command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, pwith fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them qlay in sackcloth and ashes.

 4When Esthers young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the kings eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. 6Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the kings gate, 7and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, rand the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the kings treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also gave him sa copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people. 9And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11All the kings servants and the people of the kings provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside tthe inner court without being called, uthere is but one lawto be put to death, except the one vto whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.

 12And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, Do not think to yourself that in the kings palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your fathers house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 15Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for wthree days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, xand if I perish, I perish. 17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Esther Prepares a Banquet

 ESTHER 5 yOn the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in zthe inner court of the kings palace, in front of the kings quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the palace. 2And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, ashe won favor in his sight, band he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 3And the king said to her, What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even cto the half of my kingdom. 4And Esther said, If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king. 5Then the king said, Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked. So the king and Haman came to the feast that Esther had prepared. 6dAnd as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, eWhat is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? cEven to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled. 7Then Esther answered, My wish and my request is: 8fIf I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come to gthe feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.

Haman Plans to Hang Mordecai

 9And Haman went out that day hjoyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai iin the kings gate, jthat he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. 10Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and khis wife Zeresh. 11And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, lthe number of his sons, all the promotions with which mthe king had honored him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 12Then Haman said, Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. 13Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting iat the kings gate. 14Then khis wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, nLet a gallows[1] fifty cubits[2] high be made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast. This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made.

The King Honors Mordecai

 ESTHER 6 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring othe book of memorable deeds, the chronicles, and they were read before the king. 2And it was found written how pMordecai had told about qBigthana[1] and rTeresh, two of the kings eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3And the king said, What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for this? The kings young men who attended him said, Nothing has been done for him. 4And the king said, Who is in the court? Now Haman had just entered sthe outer court of the kings palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on tthe gallows[2] that he had prepared for him. 5And the kings young men told him, Haman is there, standing in the court. And the king said, Let him come in. 6So Haman came in, and the king said to him, What should be done to the man uwhom the king delights to honor? And Haman said to himself, Whom would the king delight to honor more than me? 7And Haman said to the king, For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, vand the horse that the king has ridden, and on whose head wa royal crown[3] is set. 9And let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the kings most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, xproclaiming before him: Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor. 10Then the king said to Haman, Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits yat the kings gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned. 11So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.

 12Then Mordecai returned to the kings gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning zand with his head covered. 13And Haman told ahis wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him.

Esther Reveals Hamans Plot

 14While they were yet talking with him, the kings eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman bto the feast that Esther had prepared.

 ESTHER 7 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2And on the second day, as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to Esther, cWhat is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? dEven to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled. 3Then Queen Esther answered, eIf I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. 4fFor we have been sold, I and my people, gto be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king. 5Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, Who is he, and where is he, who has dared[1] to do this? 6And Esther said, hA foe and enemy! This wicked Haman! Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.

Haman Is Hanged

 7And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into ithe palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm was determined against him by the king. 8And the king returned from ithe palace garden to the place where they were drinking wine, as Haman was falling on jthe couch where Esther was. And the king said, Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house? As the word left the mouth of the king, they covered Hamans face. 9Then kHarbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, Moreover, lthe gallows[2] that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, mwhose word saved the king, is standing at Hamans house, fifty cubits[3] high. 10And the king said, Hang him on that. nSo they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. oThen the wrath of the king abated.

Esther Saves the Jews

 ESTHER 8 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, hthe enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told pwhat he was to her. 2qAnd the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.

 3Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil plan of Haman rthe Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 4sWhen the king held out the golden scepter to Esther, 5Esther rose and stood before the king. And she said, If it please the king, tand if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to revoke uthe letters devised by Haman rthe Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces of the king. 6For how can I bear vto see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction of my kindred? 7Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, wI have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows,[1] because he intended to lay hands on the Jews. 8But you may write as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, xand seal it with the kings ring, for an edict written in the name of the king and sealed with the kings ring ycannot be revoked.

 9zThe kings scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews, to athe satraps and the governors and the officials of the provinces bfrom India to Ethiopia, b127 provinces, cto each province in its own script and to each people in its own language, and also to the Jews in their script and their language. 10dAnd he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus eand sealed it with the kings signet ring. Then he sent the letters by mounted couriers riding on fswift horses that were used in the kings service, bred from the royal stud, 11saying that the king allowed the Jews who were in every city gto gather and defend their lives, hto destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, children and women included, iand to plunder their goods, 12jon one day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 13kA copy of what was written was to be issued as a decree in every province, being publicly displayed to all peoples, and the Jews were to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14So the couriers, mounted on their fswift horses that were used in the kings service, rode out hurriedly, urged by the kings command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel.

 15Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king lin royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown[2] and ma robe of fine linen and purple, nand the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16The Jews had olight and gladness and joy and honor. 17And in every province and in every city, wherever the kings command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and pa holiday. qAnd many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, rfor fear of the Jews had fallen on them.

The Jews Destroy Their Enemies

 ESTHER 9 sNow in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, ton the thirteenth day of the same, uwhen the kings command and edict were about to be carried out, jon the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. 2vThe Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could stand against them, wfor the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 3All the officials of the provinces and xthe satraps and the governors and the royal agents also helped the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 4For Mordecai was great in the kings house, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew ymore and more powerful. 5The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and did as they pleased to those who hated them. 6In Susa the citadel itself the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men, 7and also killed Parshandatha and Dalphon and Aspatha 8and Poratha and Adalia and Aridatha 9and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 10zthe ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, athe enemy of the Jews, bbut they laid no hand on the plunder.

 11That very day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to the king. 12And the king said to Queen Esther, In Susa the citadel the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and also the ten sons of Haman. What then have they done in the rest of the kings provinces! cNow what is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what further is your request? It shall be fulfilled. 13And Esther said, If it please the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be allowed dtomorrow also to do according to this days edict. And let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the gallows.[1] 14So the king commanded this to be done. A decree was issued in Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 15The Jews who were in Susa gathered also on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and they killed 300 men in Susa, but they laid no hands on the plunder.

 16eNow the rest of the Jews who were in the kings provinces also fgathered to defend their lives, and got relief from their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who hated them, but they laid no hands on the plunder. 17This was gon the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth day they rested and made that a day of feasting and gladness. 18But the Jews who were in Susa gathered gon the thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested hon the fifteenth day, making that a day of feasting and gladness. 19Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in ithe rural towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day for gladness and feasting, as ja holiday, and kas a day on which they send gifts of food to one another.

The Feast of Purim Inaugurated

 20And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21obliging them to keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same, year by year, 22as the days on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into ja holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor.

 23So the Jews accepted what they had started to do, and what Mordecai had written to them. 24For Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, lthe enemy of all the Jews, mhad plotted against the Jews to destroy them, and nhad cast Pur (that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. 25But when it came before the king, he gave orders in writing othat his evil plan that he had devised against the Jews pshould return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.[2] 26Therefore they called these days Purim, after the term nPur. Therefore, because of all that was written in qthis letter, and of what they had faced in this matter, and of what had happened to them, 27the Jews firmly obligated themselves and their offspring and rall who joined them, that without fail they would keep sthese two days according to what was written and at the time appointed every year, 28that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, in every clan, province, and city, and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days cease among their descendants.

 29Then Queen Esther, tthe daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew gave full written authority, confirming uthis second letter about Purim. 30Letters were sent to all the Jews, vto the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, in words of peace and truth, 31that these days of Purim should be observed at their appointed seasons, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther obligated them, and as they had obligated themselves and their offspring, with regard to wtheir fasts and their lamenting. 32The command of Queen Esther confirmed these practices of xPurim, and it was recorded in writing.

The Greatness of Mordecai

 ESTHER 10 King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and on ythe coastlands of the sea. 2And all the acts of his power and might, and the full account of the high honor of Mordecai, zto which the king advanced him, are they not written in athe Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 3For Mordecai the Jew was bsecond in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the Jews and popular with the multitude of his brothers, for he csought the welfare of his people and spoke peace to all his people.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 1

[1] 1:6 Or rings

[2] 1:11 Or headdress


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 2

[1] 2:17 Or headdress

[2] 2:23 Or suspended on a stake


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 3

[1] 3:9 A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 5

[1] 5:14 Or stake; twice in this verse

[2] 5:14 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 6

[1] 6:2 Bigthana is an alternate spelling of Bigthan (see 2:21)

[2] 6:4 Or suspended on a stake

[3] 6:8 Or headdress


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 7

[1] 7:5 Hebrew whose heart has filled him

[2] 7:9 Or stake; also verse 10

[3] 7:9 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 8

[1] 8:7 Or stake

[2] 8:15 Or headdress


Footnotes for Esther, Chapter 9

[1] 9:13 Or stake

[2] 9:25 Or suspended on a stake
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Job

Jobs Character and Wealth

 JOB 1 There was a man in the land of aUz whose name was bJob, and that man was cblameless and upright, one who dfeared God and eturned away from evil. 2There were born to him fseven sons and three daughters. 3He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all gthe people of the east. 4His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and hconsecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning and ioffer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, It may be that my children have sinned, and jcursed[1] God in their hearts. Thus Job did continually.

Satan Allowed to Test Job

 6Now there was a day when kthe sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and lSatan[2] also came among them. 7The LORD said to Satan, From where have you come? Satan answered the LORD and said, From mgoing to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it. 8And the LORD said to Satan, Have you nconsidered my oservant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, pa blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? 9Then Satan answered the LORD and said, Does Job fear God for no reason? 10Have you not put qa hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have rblessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11But sstretch out your hand and ttouch all that he has, and he will ucurse you vto your face. 12And the LORD said to Satan, Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand. So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

Satan Takes Jobs Property and Children

 13Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brothers house, 14and there came a messenger to Job and said, The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15and wthe Sabeans fell upon them and took them and struck down the servants[3] with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you. 16While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, xThe fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell you. 17While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, yThe Chaldeans formed zthree groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you. 18While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, aYour sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brothers house, 19and behold, a great wind came across bthe wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.

 20Then Job arose and ctore his drobe and eshaved his head fand fell on the ground and worshiped. 21And he said, gNaked I came from my mothers womb, and naked shall I hreturn. The LORD igave, and the LORD has taken away; jblessed be the name of the LORD.

 22kIn all this Job did not sin or charge God with lwrong.

Satan Attacks Jobs Health

 JOB 2 Again mthere was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD. 2And the LORD said to Satan, From where have you come? Satan answered the LORD and said, From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it. 3And the LORD said to Satan, Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still nholds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him owithout reason. 4Then Satan answered the LORD and said, Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. 5But pstretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will qcurse you to your face. 6And the LORD said to Satan, Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.

 7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job with loathsome rsores from sthe sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8And he took ta piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in uthe ashes.

 9Then his wife said to him, Do you still vhold fast your integrity? qCurse God and die. 10But he said to her, You speak as one of the wfoolish women would speak. xShall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?[1] yIn all this Job did not zsin with his lips.

Jobs Three Friends

 11Now when Jobs three afriends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they came each from his own place, Eliphaz bthe Temanite, Bildad cthe Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They made an appointment together to come to dshow him sympathy and comfort him. 12And when they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. And they raised their voices and wept, and they etore their robes and sprinkled fdust on their heads toward heaven. 13And they sat with him on the ground gseven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great.

Job Laments His Birth

 JOB 3 After this Job hopened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. 2And Job said:

 3 iLet the day perish on which I was born,

and the night that said,

A man is conceived.

4 Let that day be darkness!

May God above not seek it,

nor light shine upon it.

5 Let gloom and jdeep darkness claim it.

Let clouds dwell upon it;

let the blackness of the day terrify it.

6 That nightlet thick darkness seize it!

Let it not rejoice among the days of the year;

let it not come into the number of the months.

7 Behold, let that night be barren;

let no joyful cry enter it.

8 Let those curse it who curse the day,

who are ready to rouse up kLeviathan.

9 Let the stars of its dawn be dark;

let it hope for light, but have none,

nor see lthe eyelids of the morning,

10 because it did not shut the doors of my mothers womb,

nor hide trouble from my eyes.

 11 Why mdid I not die at birth,

come out from the womb and expire?

12 Why did nthe knees receive me?

Or why the breasts, that I should nurse?

13 For then I would have lain down and been quiet;

I would have slept; then I would have been at rest,

14 with kings and counselors of the earth

who orebuilt ruins for themselves,

15 or with princes who had gold,

who filled their houses with silver.

16 Or why was I not as a hidden pstillborn child,

as infants who never see the light?

17 There the wicked cease from troubling,

and there the weary are at qrest.

18 There the prisoners are at ease together;

they hear not the voice of rthe taskmaster.

19 The small and the great are there,

and the slave is free from his master.

 20 Why is light given to him who is in misery,

and life to sthe bitter in soul,

21 who tlong for death, but it comes not,

and dig for it more than for uhidden treasures,

22 who rejoice exceedingly

and are glad when they find the grave?

23 Why is light given to a man whose vway is hidden,

whom God has whedged in?

24 For my sighing comes xinstead of[1] my bread,

and my ygroanings are poured out like water.

25 zFor the thing that I fear comes upon me,

and what I dread befalls me.

26 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet;

I have no rest, but trouble comes.

Eliphaz Speaks: The Innocent Prosper

 JOB 4 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

 2 If one ventures a word with you, will you be impatient?

Yet who can keep from speaking?

3 Behold, you have instructed many,

and you have astrengthened the weak hands.

4 Your words have upheld him who was stumbling,

and you have amade firm the feeble knees.

5 But now it has come to you, and you are impatient;

it touches you, and you are dismayed.

6 bIs not your fear of God[1] your cconfidence,

and the integrity of your ways your hope?

 7 Remember: dwho that was innocent ever perished?

Or where were the upright cut off?

8 As I have seen, those who eplow iniquity

and sow trouble reap the same.

9 By fthe breath of God they perish,

and by gthe blast of his anger they are consumed.

10 The roar of the lion, the voice of the fierce lion,

hthe teeth of the young lions are broken.

11 The strong lion perishes for lack of prey,

and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

 12 Now a word was brought to me stealthily;

my ear received ithe whisper of it.

13 Amid jthoughts from kvisions of the night,

when kdeep sleep falls on men,

14 dread came upon me, and trembling,

which made all my bones shake.

15 A spirit glided past my face;

the hair of my flesh stood up.

16 It stood still,

but I could not discern its appearance.

lA form was before my eyes;

there was silence, then I heard ma voice:

17 nCan mortal man be in the right before[2] God?

Can a man be pure before his Maker?

18 Even in his servants ohe puts no trust,

and his angels he charges with error;

19 how much more those who dwell in houses of pclay,

whose foundation is in qthe dust,

who are crushed like rthe moth.

20 Between smorning and evening they are beaten to pieces;

they perish forever twithout anyone regarding it.

21 Is not their tent-cord plucked up within them,

udo they not die, and that without wisdom?

 JOB 5  Call now; is there anyone who will answer you?

To which of vthe holy ones will you turn?

2 Surely vexation kills the fool,

and jealousy slays the simple.

3 wI have seen the fool taking root,

but suddenly I cursed his dwelling.

4 His children are xfar from safety;

they are crushed in ythe gate,

and there is no one to deliver them.

5 The hungry eat his harvest,

and he takes it even out of thorns,[1]

and the thirsty pant[2] after his[3] wealth.

6 For affliction does not come from the dust,

nor does trouble sprout from the ground,

7 but man is zborn to trouble

as the sparks fly upward.

 8 As for me, I would seek God,

and to God would I commit my cause,

9 who adoes great things and bunsearchable,

cmarvelous things without number:

10 he gives drain on the earth

and sends waters on the fields;

11 he esets on high those who are lowly,

and those who mourn are lifted to safety.

12 He ffrustrates the devices of the crafty,

so that their hands achieve no success.

13 He gcatches the wise in their own craftiness,

and the schemes of the wily are brought to a quick end.

14 They meet with darkness in the daytime

and hgrope at noonday as in the night.

15 But he isaves the needy from the sword of their mouth

and from the hand of the mighty.

16 So the poor have hope,

and jinjustice shuts her mouth.

 17 Behold, kblessed is the one whom God reproves;

therefore ldespise not the discipline of the mAlmighty.

18 For he wounds, but he nbinds up;

he oshatters, but his hands heal.

19 He will pdeliver you from six troubles;

in seven no qevil[4] shall touch you.

20 rIn famine he will redeem you from death,

and in war from the power of the sword.

21 You shall be shidden from the lash of the tongue,

and shall not fear destruction when it comes.

22 At destruction and famine you shall laugh,

and shall not fear tthe beasts of the earth.

23 For you shall be in league with the stones of the field,

and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you.

24 You shall know that your utent is at peace,

and you shall inspect your fold and miss nothing.

25 You shall know also that your voffspring shall be many,

and your descendants as wthe grass of the earth.

26 You shall come to your grave in xripe old age,

like a sheaf gathered up in its season.

27 Behold, this we have ysearched out; it is true.

Hear, and know it for your good.[5]

Job Replies: My Complaint Is Just

 JOB 6 Then Job answered and said:

 2 Oh that my vexation were weighed,

and all my calamity laid in the balances!

3 For then it would be heavier than zthe sand of the sea;

therefore my words have been rash.

4 For athe arrows of the Almighty are in me;

my spirit drinks their poison;

the terrors of God are arrayed against me.

5 Does the wild donkey bray when he has grass,

or the ox low over his fodder?

6 Can that which is tasteless be eaten without salt,

or is there any taste in the juice of the mallow?[1]

7 My appetite refuses to touch them;

they are as food that is loathsome to me.[2]

 8 Oh that I might have my request,

and that God would fulfill my hope,

9 that it would bplease God to crush me,

that he would let loose his hand and cut me off!

10 This would be my comfort;

I would even exult[3] in pain cunsparing,

for I have not denied the words of dthe Holy One.

11 What is my strength, that I should wait?

And what is my end, that I should be patient?

12 Is my strength the strength of stones, or is my flesh bronze?

13 Have I any help in me,

when resource is driven from me?

 14 He who ewithholds[4] kindness from a ffriend

forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

15 My gbrothers are htreacherous as a torrent-bed,

as torrential istreams that pass away,

16 which are dark with ice,

and where the snow hides itself.

17 When they melt, they disappear;

when it is hot, they vanish from their place.

18 The caravans turn aside from their course;

they go up into jthe waste and perish.

19 The caravans of kTema look,

the travelers of lSheba hope.

20 They are mashamed because they were confident;

they come there and are mdisappointed.

21 For you have now become nothing;

you see my calamity and are afraid.

22 Have I said, Make me a gift?

Or, From your wealth offer a bribe for me?

23 Or, Deliver me from the adversarys hand?

Or, Redeem me from the hand of nthe ruthless?

 24 Teach me, and I will be silent;

make me understand how I have gone astray.

25 How forceful are upright words!

But what does reproof from you reprove?

26 Do you think that you can reprove words,

when the speech of a despairing man is owind?

27 You would even pcast lots over the fatherless,

and bargain over your friend.

 28 But now, be pleased to look at me,

for I will not lie to your face.

29 qPlease turn; let no injustice be done.

Turn now; my vindication is at stake.

30 Is there any injustice on my tongue?

Cannot my palate discern the cause of calamity?

Job Continues: My Life Has No Hope

 JOB 7  Has not man ra hard service on earth,

and are not his sdays like the days of a hired hand?

2 Like a slave who longs for tthe shadow,

and like ua hired hand who looks for his vwages,

3 so I am allotted months of wemptiness,

xand nights of misery are apportioned to me.

4 yWhen I lie down I say, When shall I arise?

But the night is long,

and I am full of tossing till the dawn.

5 My flesh is clothed with zworms and adirt;

my skin hardens, then bbreaks out afresh.

6 My days are cswifter than da weavers shuttle

and come to their end without hope.

 7 Remember that my life is a ebreath;

my eye will never again see good.

8 fThe eye of him who sees me will behold me no more;

while your eyes are on me, gI shall be gone.

9 As hthe cloud fades and vanishes,

so he who igoes down to Sheol does not come up;

10 he jreturns no more to his house,

nor does his kplace know him anymore.

 11 Therefore I will not lrestrain my mouth;

I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;

I will mcomplain in nthe bitterness of my soul.

12 Am I the sea, or oa sea monster,

that you set a guard over me?

13 pWhen I say, My bed will comfort me,

my couch will ease my complaint,

14 then you scare me with dreams

and terrify me with visions,

15 so that I would choose strangling

and death rather than my qbones.

16 I rloathe my life; I would not live forever.

sLeave me alone, for my days are ta breath.

17 uWhat is man, that you make so much of him,

and that you set your heart on him,

18 vvisit him every morning

and wtest him every moment?

19 How long will you not xlook away from me,

nor leave me alone till I swallow my spit?

20 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of mankind?

Why have you made me yyour mark?

Why have I become a burden to you?

21 Why do you not pardon my transgression

and take away my iniquity?

For now I shall lie in zthe earth;

you will aseek me, bbut I shall not be.

Bildad Speaks: Job Should Repent

 JOB 8 Then cBildad the Shuhite answered and said:

 2 How long will you say these things,

and the words of your mouth be a dgreat wind?

3 eDoes God pervert justice?

Or does the Almighty pervert the right?

4 If your fchildren have sinned against him,

he has delivered them into the hand of their transgression.

5 If you will seek God

and gplead with the Almighty for mercy,

6 if you are pure and upright,

surely then he will hrouse himself for you

and irestore your rightful habitation.

7 And though your beginning was small,

jyour latter days will be very great.

 8 For kinquire, please, of bygone ages,

and consider what lthe fathers have searched out.

9 For we are but of yesterday and know nothing,

for our days on earth are ma shadow.

10 Will they not teach you and tell you

and utter words out of their understanding?

 11 Can papyrus grow where there is no marsh?

Can reeds flourish where there is no water?

12 While yet in flower and not cut down,

they nwither before any other plant.

13 Such are the paths of all who oforget God;

pthe hope of qthe godless shall perish.

14 His confidence is severed,

and his trust is ra spiders web.[1]

15 He leans against his shouse, but it does not stand;

he lays hold of it, but it does not endure.

16 He is a lush plant before the sun,

and his tshoots spread over his garden.

17 His roots entwine the stone heap;

he looks upon a house of stones.

18 If he is destroyed from his uplace,

then it will deny him, saying, I have never vseen you.

19 Behold, this is the joy of his way,

and out of wthe soil others will spring.

 20 Behold, God will not reject a blameless man,

nor take the hand of evildoers.

21 He will yet xfill your mouth with laughter,

and your lips with shouting.

22 Those who hate you will be yclothed with shame,

and the tent of the wicked will be no more.

Job Replies: There Is No Arbiter

 JOB 9 Then Job answered and said:

 2 Truly I know that it is so:

But how can a man be zin the right before God?

3 If one wished to acontend with him,

one could not answer him once in a thousand times.

4 He is bwise in heart and mighty in strength

who has chardened himself against him, and succeeded?

5 he who removes mountains, and they know it not,

when he overturns them in his anger,

6 who dshakes the earth out of its place,

and eits pillars tremble;

7 who commands the sun, and it does not rise;

who seals up the stars;

8 who alone fstretched out the heavens

and trampled the waves of the sea;

9 who gmade hthe Bear and iOrion,

the Pleiades jand the chambers of the south;

10 who does kgreat things beyond searching out,

and marvelous things beyond number.

11 Behold, he passes by me, and I lsee him not;

he moves on, but I do not perceive him.

12 Behold, he snatches away; mwho can turn him back?

nWho will say to him, What are you doing?

 13 God will not turn back his anger;

beneath him bowed the helpers of oRahab.

14 pHow then can I qanswer him,

choosing my words with him?

15 rThough I am in the right, I cannot answer him;

I must sappeal for mercy to my accuser.[1]

16 If I summoned him and he answered me,

I would not believe that he was listening to my voice.

17 For he crushes me with a tempest

and multiplies my wounds twithout cause;

18 he will not let me get my breath,

but fills me with bitterness.

19 If it is a contest of ustrength, behold, he is mighty!

If it is a matter of justice, who can vsummon him?[2]

20 Though I am in the right, wmy own mouth would condemn me;

though I am blameless, he would prove me perverse.

21 I am xblameless; I regard not myself;

I yloathe my life.

22 It is all one; therefore I say,

He zdestroys both the blameless and the wicked.

23 When adisaster brings sudden death,

he mocks at the calamity[3] of the innocent.

24 bThe earth is given into the hand of the wicked;

he ccovers the faces of its judges

dif it is not he, who then is it?

 25 My edays are swifter than fa runner;

they flee away; they see no good.

26 They go by like gskiffs of reed,

like han eagle swooping on the prey.

27 If I say, iI will forget my complaint,

I will put off my sad face, and jbe of good cheer,

28 I become kafraid of all my suffering,

for I know you will not lhold me innocent.

29 I shall be mcondemned;

why then do I labor in vain?

30 If I wash myself with snow

and ncleanse my hands with lye,

31 yet you will plunge me into a pit,

and my own clothes will oabhor me.

32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I might answer him,

that we should pcome to trial together.

33 qThere is no[4] arbiter between us,

who might lay his hand on us both.

34 rLet him take his srod away from me,

and let tnot dread of him terrify me.

35 Then I would speak without fear of him,

for I am not so in myself.

Job Continues: A Plea to God

 JOB 10  I uloathe my life;

I will give free utterance to my vcomplaint;

I will speak in wthe bitterness of my soul.

2 I will say to God, Do not xcondemn me;

let me know why you ycontend against me.

3 zDoes it seem good to you to oppress,

to despise athe work of your hands

band favor the designs of the wicked?

4 Have you ceyes of flesh?

dDo you see as man sees?

5 Are your days as the days of man,

or your eyears as a mans years,

6 that you fseek out my iniquity

and search for my sin,

7 although you gknow that I am not guilty,

and there is hnone to deliver out of your hand?

8 iYour hands fashioned and made me,

and now you have destroyed me altogether.

9 Remember that you have made me like jclay;

and will you return me to the kdust?

10 Did you not pour me out like milk

and curdle me like cheese?

11 You clothed me with skin and flesh,

and knit me together with bones and sinews.

12 You have granted me life and steadfast love,

and your care has preserved my spirit.

13 Yet these things you hid in your heart;

I know that lthis was your purpose.

14 If I sin, you mwatch me

and do not nacquit me of my iniquity.

15 oIf I am guilty, woe to me!

If I am pin the right, I cannot lift up my head,

for I am filled with disgrace

and qlook on my affliction.

16 And were my head lifted up,[1] you would hunt me like ra lion

and again work swonders against me.

17 You renew your twitnesses against me

and increase your vexation toward me;

you ubring fresh troops against me.

 18 vWhy did you bring me out from the womb?

Would that I had died before any eye had seen me

19 wand were as though I had not been,

carried from the womb to the grave.

20 xAre not my days few?

yThen cease, and leave me alone, zthat I may find a little cheer

21 before I goand aI shall not return

to the land of bdarkness and cdeep shadow,

22 the land of gloom like thick darkness,

like deep shadow without any order,

where light is as thick darkness.

Zophar Speaks: You Deserve Worse

 JOB 11 Then dZophar the Naamathite answered and said:

 2 Should ea multitude of words go unanswered,

and a man full of talk be judged right?

3 Should your babble silence men,

and when you mock, shall no one shame you?

4 For fyou say, My gdoctrine is pure,

and I am clean in Gods[1] eyes.

5 But oh, that God would speak

and open his lips to you,

6 and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom!

For he is manifold in hunderstanding.[2]

Know then that God iexacts of you less than your guilt deserves.

 7 jCan you find out the deep things of God?

Can you find out the limit of the Almighty?

8 It is khigher than heaven[3]what can you do?

Deeper than Sheolwhat can you know?

9 Its measure is longer than the earth

and broader than the sea.

10 If he lpasses through and mimprisons

and summons the court, who can nturn him back?

11 For he knows oworthless men;

when he sees iniquity, will he not consider it?

12 But a stupid man will get understanding

when pa wild donkeys colt is qborn a man!

 13 If you rprepare your heart,

you will sstretch out your hands toward him.

14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far away,

and let not injustice dwell in your tents.

15 Surely then you will tlift up your face without ublemish;

you will be secure and will not fear.

16 You will vforget your misery;

you will remember it as waters that have passed away.

17 And your life will be wbrighter than the noonday;

its darkness will be like the morning.

18 And you will feel secure, because there is hope;

you will look around and xtake your rest in security.

19 You will xlie down, and none will make you afraid;

many will ycourt your favor.

20 But zthe eyes of the wicked will fail;

all way of escape will be lost to them,

and their hope is ato breathe their last.

Job Replies: The LORD Has Done This

 JOB 12 Then Job answered and said:

 2 No doubt you are the people,

and wisdom will die with you.

3 But I have bunderstanding as well as you;

I am not inferior to you.

Who does not know csuch things as these?

4 I am da laughingstock to my friends;

I, who ecalled to God and he answered me,

a just and blameless man, am a laughingstock.

5 In the thought of one who is fat ease there is contempt for misfortune;

it is ready for those whose feet slip.

6 gThe tents of robbers are at peace,

and those who provoke God are secure,

who bring their god in their hand.[1]

 7 But ask the beasts, and they will teach you;

the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you;

8 or the bushes of the earth,[2] and they will teach you;

and the fish of the sea will declare to you.

9 Who among all these does not know

that hthe hand of the LORD has done this?

10 In ihis hand is the life of every living thing

and the breath of all mankind.

11 Does not jthe ear test words

as the palate tastes food?

12 Wisdom is with kthe aged,

and understanding in length of days.

 13 lWith God[3] are wisdom and might;

he has counsel and understanding.

14 If he tears down, none can rebuild;

if he mshuts a man in, none can open.

15 If he nwithholds the waters, they dry up;

if he osends them out, they overwhelm the land.

16 With him are strength and psound wisdom;

the deceived and the deceiver are his.

17 He leads qcounselors away stripped,

and rjudges he makes fools.

18 He slooses the bonds of kings

and binds a waistcloth on their hips.

19 He leads priests away stripped

and overthrows the mighty.

20 He deprives of speech those who are trusted

tand takes away the discernment of the elders.

21 He upours contempt on princes

and loosens the belt of the strong.

22 He vuncovers the deeps out of darkness

and brings wdeep darkness to light.

23 He xmakes nations great, and he destroys them;

he enlarges nations, and yleads them away.

24 He takes away understanding from the chiefs of the people of the earth

and zmakes them wander in a trackless waste.

25 They agrope in the dark without light,

and he makes them bstagger like a drunken man.

Job Continues: Still I Will Hope in God

 JOB 13  Behold, my eye has seen all this,

my ear has heard and understood it.

2 cWhat you know, I also know;

I am not inferior to you.

3 dBut I would speak to the Almighty,

and I desire to eargue my case with God.

4 As for you, fyou whitewash with lies;

gworthless physicians are you all.

5 Oh that you would hkeep silent,

and it would be your wisdom!

6 Hear now my argument

and listen to the pleadings of my lips.

7 Will you ispeak falsely for God

and speak ideceitfully for him?

8 Will you show partiality toward him?

Will you jplead the case for God?

9 Will it be well with you when he ksearches you out?

Or lcan you deceive him, as one deceives a man?

10 He will surely rebuke you

if in secret you show partiality.

11 Will not his mmajesty terrify you,

and the dread of him fall upon you?

12 Your maxims are proverbs of nashes;

your defenses are defenses of clay.

 13 Let me have silence, and I will speak,

and let come on me what may.

14 Why should I take my flesh in my teeth

and oput my life in my hand?

15 pThough he slay me, I will qhope in him;[1]

yet I will rargue my ways to his face.

16 This will be my salvation,

that the godless shall not come before him.

17 sKeep listening to my words,

and let my declaration be in your ears.

18 Behold, I have tprepared my case;

I know that I shall be in the right.

19 uWho is there who will contend with me?

For then I would be silent and die.

20 Only grant me two things,

then I will not vhide myself from your face:

21 wwithdraw your hand far from me,

and let not xdread of you terrify me.

22 yThen call, and I will answer;

or let me speak, and you reply to me.

23 How many are my iniquities and my sins?

zMake me know my transgression and my sin.

24 Why ado you hide your face

and bcount me as your enemy?

25 Will you frighten ca driven leaf

and pursue dry dchaff?

26 For you ewrite bitter things against me

and make me inherit fthe iniquities of my youth.

27 You put my feet in gthe stocks

and hwatch all my paths;

you set a limit for[2] the soles of my feet.

28 Man[3] wastes away like ia rotten thing,

like a garment that is jmoth-eaten.

Job Continues: Death Comes Soon to All

 JOB 14  Man who is kborn of a woman

is lfew of days and mfull of trouble.

2 He comes out like na flower and owithers;

he flees like pa shadow and continues not.

3 And do you qopen your eyes on such a one

and rbring me into judgment with you?

4 Who can bring sa clean thing out of an unclean?

There is not one.

5 Since his tdays are determined,

and uthe number of his months is with you,

and you have appointed his limits that he cannot pass,

6 vlook away from him and leave him alone,[1]

that he may enjoy, like wa hired hand, his day.

 7 For there is hope for a tree,

if it be cut down, that it will sprout again,

and that its shoots will not cease.

8 Though its root grow old in the earth,

and xits stump die in the soil,

9 yet at the scent of water it will bud

and put out ybranches like a young plant.

10 But a man dies and is laid low;

man breathes his last, and zwhere is he?

11 aAs waters fail from a lake

and a river wastes away and dries up,

12 so a man lies down and rises not again;

till bthe heavens are no more he will not awake

or be croused out of his sleep.

13 Oh that you would dhide me in eSheol,

that you would dconceal me funtil your wrath be past,

that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me!

14 If a man dies, shall he live again?

All the days of my gservice I would hwait,

till my renewal[2] should come.

15 You would icall, and I would answer you;

you would long for the jwork of your hands.

16 For then you would knumber my steps;

you would not keep lwatch over my sin;

17 my transgression would be msealed up in a bag,

and you would cover over my iniquity.

 18 But the mountain falls and ncrumbles away,

and othe rock is removed from its place;

19 the waters wear away the stones;

the torrents wash away the soil of the earth;

so you destroy the hope of man.

20 You prevail forever against him, and he passes;

you change his countenance, and send him away.

21 His sons come to honor, and he pdoes not know it;

they are brought low, and he perceives it not.

22 He feels only the pain of his own body,

and he mourns only for himself.

Eliphaz Accuses: Job Does Not Fear God

 JOB 15 Then qEliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

 2 Should ra wise man answer with swindy knowledge,

and fill his tbelly with uthe east wind?

3 Should he argue in unprofitable talk,

or in words with which he can do no good?

4 But you are doing away with the fear of God[1]

and hindering meditation before God.

5 For your iniquity teaches your mouth,

and you choose the tongue of the crafty.

6 Your vown mouth condemns you, and not I;

wyour own lips testify against you.

 7 xAre you the first man who was born?

Or ywere you brought forth zbefore the hills?

8 Have you listened in athe council of God?

And do you limit wisdom to yourself?

9 bWhat do you know that we do not know?

What do you understand that is not clear to us?

10 cBoth the gray-haired and the aged are among us,

older than your father.

11 Are the comforts of God too small for you,

or the word that deals gently with you?

12 Why does your heart carry you away,

and why do your eyes flash,

13 that you turn your dspirit against God

and bring such words out of your mouth?

14 eWhat is man, fthat he can be pure?

Or he who is gborn of a woman, that he can be righteous?

15 Behold, God[2] hputs no trust in his iholy ones,

and the heavens are not pure in his sight;

16 jhow much less one who is abominable and kcorrupt,

a man who ldrinks injustice like water!

 17 I will show you; hear me,

and what I have seen I will declare

18 (what wise men have told,

without hiding it mfrom their fathers,

19 to whom alone the land was given,

and no nstranger passed among them).

20 The wicked man writhes in pain all his days,

through all the oyears that are laid up for pthe ruthless.

21 qDreadful sounds are in his ears;

in rprosperity the destroyer will come upon him.

22 He does not believe that he will return out of darkness,

and he is marked for the sword.

23 He swanders abroad for bread, saying, Where is it?

He knows that a day of darkness is ready at his hand;

24 distress and anguish terrify him;

they tprevail against him, like a king ready for battle.

25 Because he has stretched out his hand against God

and defies the Almighty,

26 urunning vstubbornly against him

with a thickly bossed shield;

27 because he has wcovered his face with his fat

and gathered fat upon his waist

28 and has lived in desolate cities,

in houses that none should inhabit,

which were ready to become heaps of ruins;

29 he will not be rich, and his wealth will not endure,

nor will his possessions spread over the earth;[3]

30 he will not depart from darkness;

the flame will dry up his shoots,

and by xthe breath of his mouth he will depart.

31 Let him not ytrust in emptiness, deceiving himself,

for emptiness will be his payment.

32 It will be paid in full zbefore his time,

and his branch will not be green.

33 He will shake off his unripe grape like the vine,

and cast off his blossom like the olive tree.

34 For athe company of the godless is barren,

and bfire consumes the tents of bribery.

35 They cconceive trouble and give birth to evil,

and their dwomb prepares deceit.

Job Replies: Miserable Comforters Are You

 JOB 16 Then Job answered and said:

 2 I have heard emany such things;

fmiserable comforters are you all.

3 Shall gwindy words have an end?

Or what provokes you that you answer?

4 I also could speak as you do,

if you were in my place;

I could join words together against you

and hshake my head at you.

5 I could strengthen you with my mouth,

and the solace of my lips would assuage your pain.

 6 If I speak, my pain is not assuaged,

and if I forbear, how much of it leaves me?

7 Surely now God has worn me out;

ihe has[1] made desolate all my company.

8 And he has shriveled me up,

which is ja witness against me,

and my kleanness has risen up against me;

it testifies to my face.

9 He has ltorn me in his wrath mand hated me;

he has ngnashed his teeth at me;

my adversary sharpens his eyes against me.

10 Men have ogaped at me with their mouth;

they have pstruck me insolently on the cheek;

they qmass themselves together against me.

11 God gives me up to the ungodly

and casts me into the hands of the wicked.

12 I was at ease, and he broke me apart;

he seized me by the neck and dashed me to pieces;

he set me up as his rtarget;

13 his sarchers surround me.

He slashes open my kidneys tand does not spare;

he upours out my gall on the ground.

14 He breaks me with vbreach upon breach;

he wruns upon me like a warrior.

15 I have sewed xsackcloth upon my skin

and have laid ymy strength zin the dust.

16 My face is red with weeping,

and on my eyelids is adeep darkness,

17 although there is no bviolence in my hands,

and my prayer is pure.

 18 O earth, ccover not my blood,

and let my dcry find no resting place.

19 Even now, behold, my ewitness is in heaven,

and he who testifies for me is fon high.

20 My friends gscorn me;

my eye pours out tears to God,

21 that he would hargue the case of a man with God,

as[2] a son of man does with his neighbor.

22 For when a few years have come

I shall go the way ifrom which I shall not return.

Job Continues: Where Then Is My Hope?

 JOB 17  My spirit is broken; my days are jextinct;

kthe graveyard is ready for me.

2 Surely there are mockers about me,

and my eye dwells on their lprovocation.

 3 Lay down a pledge for me with you;

who is there who will put up msecurity for me?

4 Since you have closed their hearts to understanding,

therefore you will not let them triumph.

5 He who informs against his friends to get a share of their property

the neyes of his children will fail.

 6 He has made me oa byword of the peoples,

and I am one before whom men spit.

7 My peye has grown dim from vexation,

and all my members are like qa shadow.

8 The upright are rappalled at this,

and the innocent stirs himself up against the godless.

9 Yet the righteous holds to his way,

and he who has sclean hands grows stronger and stronger.

10 But you, tcome on again, all of you,

and I shall not find a wise man among you.

11 My udays are past; my plans are broken off,

the desires of my heart.

12 They vmake night into day:

The light, they say, is near to the darkness.[1]

13 If I hope for wSheol as xmy house,

if I make my bed in darkness,

14 if I say to the pit, You are my father,

and to the worm, My mother, or My sister,

15 where then is my hope?

Who will see my hope?

16 Will it go down to the bars of wSheol?

Shall we ydescend together zinto the dust?

Bildad Speaks: God Punishes the Wicked

 JOB 18 Then aBildad the Shuhite answered and said:

 2 How long will you bhunt for words?

Consider, and then we will speak.

3 Why are we counted as ccattle?

Why are we stupid in your sight?

4 You who dtear yourself in your anger,

shall the earth be forsaken for you,

or ethe rock be removed out of its place?

 5 Indeed, fthe light of the wicked is put out,

and the flame of his fire does not shine.

6 The light is gdark in his tent,

and his lamp above him is put out.

7 His strong steps are shortened,

and his hown schemes throw him down.

8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet,

and he walks on its mesh.

9 iA trap seizes him by the heel;

a snare lays hold of him.

10 A rope is hidden for him in the ground,

a trap for him in the path.

11 jTerrors frighten him on every side,

and chase him at his heels.

12 His strength is famished,

and calamity is kready for his stumbling.

13 It consumes the parts of his skin;

lthe firstborn of death consumes his limbs.

14 He is torn from the tent in which he trusted

and is brought to mthe king of terrors.

15 In his tent dwells that which is none of his;

nsulfur is scattered over his habitation.

16 His oroots dry up beneath,

and his branches pwither above.

17 His qmemory perishes from the earth,

and he has no name in the street.

18 rHe is thrust from light into darkness,

and driven out of the world.

19 He has no sposterity or progeny among his people,

and no survivor where he used to live.

20 They of the west are appalled at his tday,

and uhorror seizes them of the east.

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the unrighteous,

such is the place of him who vknows not God.

Job Replies: My Redeemer Lives

 JOB 19 Then Job answered and said:

 2 How long will you torment me

and break me in pieces with words?

3 These wten times you have cast reproach upon me;

are you not ashamed to wrong me?

4 And even if it be true that I have erred,

my error remains with myself.

5 If indeed you xmagnify yourselves against me

and make my disgrace an argument against me,

6 know then that God has yput me in the wrong

and closed his net about me.

7 Behold, I zcry out, Violence! but I am not answered;

I call for help, but there is no justice.

8 He has awalled up my way, so that I cannot pass,

and he has set darkness upon my paths.

9 He has bstripped from me my glory

and taken the ccrown from my head.

10 He breaks me down on every side, and I dam gone,

and my hope has he pulled up like a tree.

11 He has kindled his wrath against me

and ecounts me as his adversary.

12 His ftroops come on together;

they have gcast up their siege ramp[1] against me

and encamp around my tent.

 13 He has put my hbrothers far from me,

and ithose who knew me are wholly estranged from me.

14 My relatives jhave failed me,

my close kfriends have forgotten me.

15 The guests lin my house and my maidservants count me as a stranger;

I have become a foreigner in their eyes.

16 I call to my servant, but he gives me no answer;

I must plead with him with my mouth for mercy.

17 My breath is strange to my mwife,

and I am a stench to the children of nmy own mother.

18 Even young ochildren despise me;

when I rise they talk against me.

19 All my pintimate friends abhor me,

and those whom I loved have turned against me.

20 My qbones stick to my skin and to my flesh,

and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

21 Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, O you my friends,

for the hand of God has rtouched me!

22 Why do you, like God, spursue me?

Why are you not satisfied with my flesh?

 23 Oh that my words were written!

Oh that they were tinscribed in a book!

24 Oh that with an iron upen and lead

they were engraved in the rock forever!

25 For I vknow that my wRedeemer lives,

and at the last he will stand upon the xearth.[2]

26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed,

yet in[3] my flesh I shall ysee God,

27 whom I shall see for myself,

and my eyes shall behold, and not zanother.

My heart afaints within me!

28 If you say, How we will spursue him!

and, The root of the matter is found in him,

29 be afraid of the sword,

for wrath brings the punishment of the sword,

that you may know there is ba judgment.

Zophar Speaks: The Wicked Will Suffer

 JOB 20 Then cZophar the Naamathite answered and said:

 2 Therefore my dthoughts answer me,

because of my haste within me.

3 I hear censure that insults me,

and out of my understanding a spirit answers me.

4 Do you not know this from of old,

esince man was placed on earth,

5 fthat the exulting of the wicked is short,

and the joy of the godless but for a moment?

6 gThough his height mount up to the heavens,

and his head reach to the clouds,

7 he will perish forever like his own hdung;

those who have seen him will say, iWhere is he?

8 He will fly away like ja dream and not be found;

he will be chased away like a vision of the night.

9 kThe eye that saw him will see him no more,

nor will his place any more behold him.

10 His children will seek the favor of the poor,

and his hands will lgive back his wealth.

11 His bones are full of his myouthful vigor,

but it will lie ndown with him in the dust.

 12 Though evil is sweet in his mouth,

though he hides it ounder his tongue,

13 though he is loath to let it go

and holds it in his mouth,

14 yet his food is turned in his stomach;

it is the venom of pcobras within him.

15 He swallows down riches and vomits them up again;

God casts them out of his belly.

16 He will suck the poison of cobras;

qthe tongue of a viper will kill him.

17 He will not look upon rthe rivers,

the streams flowing with shoney and tcurds.

18 He will ugive back the fruit of his toil

and will not vswallow it down;

from the profit of his trading

he will get no enjoyment.

19 For he has crushed and abandoned the poor;

he has seized a house that he did not build.

 20 Because he wknew no xcontentment in his belly,

yhe will not let anything in which he delights escape him.

21 There was nothing left after he had eaten;

therefore his prosperity will not endure.

22 In the fullness of his sufficiency he will be in distress;

the hand of everyone in misery will come against him.

23 To fill his belly to the full,

God[1] will send his burning anger against him

and rain it upon him zinto his body.

24 aHe will flee from an iron weapon;

ba bronze arrow will strike chim through.

25 It dis drawn forth and comes out of his body;

ethe glittering point comes out of his fgallbladder;

gterrors come upon him.

26 Utter darkness is laid up for his treasures;

ha fire not fanned will devour him;

what is left in his tent will be consumed.

27 iThe heavens will reveal his iniquity,

and the earth will rise up against him.

28 The possessions of his house will be carried away,

dragged off in the day of Gods[2] wrath.

29 jThis is the wicked mans portion from God,

jthe heritage decreed for him by God.

	

Job Replies: The Wicked Do Prosper

 JOB 21 Then Job answered and said:

 2 kKeep listening to my words,

and let this be your comfort.

3 Bear with me, and I will speak,

and after I have spoken, lmock on.

4 As for me, is my mcomplaint against man?

Why should I not be impatient?

5 Look at me and be appalled,

and nlay your hand over your mouth.

6 When I remember, I am dismayed,

and shuddering seizes my flesh.

7 oWhy do the wicked live,

reach old age, and grow mighty in power?

8 Their poffspring are established in their presence,

and their descendants before their eyes.

9 Their houses are qsafe from fear,

and rno rod of God is upon them.

10 Their bull breeds without fail;

their cow calves and sdoes not miscarry.

11 They send out their tlittle boys like a flock,

and their children dance.

12 They sing to uthe tambourine and vthe lyre

and rejoice to the sound of vthe pipe.

13 They wspend their days in prosperity,

and in xpeace they go down to ySheol.

14 They say to God, zDepart from us!

We do not desire the knowledge of your ways.

15 aWhat is the Almighty, that we should serve him?

And what bprofit do we get if we pray to him?

16 Behold, is not their prosperity in their hand?

cThe counsel of the wicked is far from me.

 17 How often is it that dthe lamp of the wicked is put out?

That their calamity comes upon them?

That God[1] distributes pains in his anger?

18 That they are like estraw before the wind,

and like fchaff that the storm carries away?

19 You say, God gstores up their iniquity for their hchildren.

Let him pay it out to them, that they may iknow it.

20 Let their own eyes see their destruction,

and let them jdrink of the wrath of the Almighty.

21 For what do they care for their houses after them,

when kthe number of their months is cut off?

22 lWill any teach God knowledge,

seeing that he mjudges those who are on high?

23 One dies in his full vigor,

being wholly at ease and secure,

24 his pails[2] full of milk

and nthe marrow of his bones moist.

25 Another dies in obitterness of soul,

never having tasted of prosperity.

26 They plie down alike in the dust,

and qthe worms cover them.

 27 Behold, I know your thoughts

and your schemes to wrong me.

28 For you say, rWhere is the house of the prince?

Where is sthe tent in which the wicked lived?

29 Have you not asked those who travel the roads,

and do you not accept their testimony

30 that tthe evil man is spared in the day of calamity,

that he is rescued in the day of wrath?

31 Who declares his way uto his face,

and who vrepays him for what he has done?

32 When he is wcarried to the grave,

watch is kept over his tomb.

33 xThe clods of the valley are sweet to him;

yall mankind follows after him,

and those who go before him are innumerable.

34 How then will you comfort me with empty nothings?

There is nothing left of your answers but falsehood.

Eliphaz Speaks: Jobs Wickedness Is Great

 JOB 22 Then zEliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

 2 aCan a man be profitable to God?

Surely he who is wise is profitable to himself.

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if you are in the right,

or is it gain to him if you bmake your ways blameless?

4 Is it for your fear of him that he reproves you

and centers into judgment with you?

5 Is not your evil abundant?

There is no end to your iniquities.

6 For you have dexacted pledges of your brothers for nothing

eand stripped the naked of their clothing.

7 You have given no water to the weary to drink,

and you have fwithheld bread from the hungry.

8 gThe man with power possessed the land,

and hthe favored man lived in it.

9 You have isent widows away empty,

and jthe arms of kthe fatherless were crushed.

10 Therefore lsnares are all around you,

and sudden terror overwhelms you,

11 or mdarkness, so that you cannot see,

and a nflood of owater covers you.

 12 Is not God high in the heavens?

See pthe highest stars, how lofty they are!

13 But you say, qWhat does God know?

Can he judge through rthe deep darkness?

14 sThick clouds veil him, so that he does not see,

and he walks on the vault of heaven.

15 Will you keep to the old way

that wicked men have trod?

16 They were snatched away tbefore their time;

their foundation was washed away.

17 They said to God, uDepart from us,

and vWhat can the Almighty do to us?[1]

18 Yet he filled their houses with good things

but wthe counsel of the wicked is far from me.

19 xThe righteous see it and are glad;

the innocent one ymocks at them,

20 saying, Surely our adversaries are cut off,

and what they left zthe fire has consumed.

 21 aAgree with God, and bbe at peace;

thereby good will come to you.

22 Receive instruction from chis mouth,

and dlay up his words in your heart.

23 If you ereturn to the Almighty you will be fbuilt up;

if you gremove injustice far from your tents,

24 if you lay gold in hthe dust,

and gold of iOphir among the stones of the torrent-bed,

25 then the Almighty will be your gold

and your precious silver.

26 For then you jwill delight yourself in the Almighty

and klift up your face to God.

27 You will lmake your prayer to him, and he will hear you,

and you will mpay your vows.

28 You will decide on a matter, and it will be established for you,

and nlight will shine on your ways.

29 For when they are humbled you say, It is because of pride;[2]

but he saves othe lowly.

30 He pdelivers even the one who is not innocent,

who will be delivered through qthe cleanness of your hands.

Job Replies: Where Is God?

 JOB 23 Then Job answered and said:

 2 Today also my rcomplaint is bitter;[1]

my shand is heavy on account of my groaning.

3 Oh, tthat I knew where I might find him,

that I might come even to his useat!

4 I would vlay my case before him

and fill my mouth with arguments.

5 I would know what he would answer me

and understand what he would say to me.

6 Would he wcontend with me in the greatness of his power?

No; he would pay attention to me.

7 There an upright man could argue with him,

and I would be acquitted forever by my judge.

 8 Behold, xI go forward, but he is not there,

and backward, but I do not perceive him;

9 on the left hand when he is working, I do not behold him;

he turns to the right hand, but I do not see him.

10 But he yknows zthe way that I atake;

when he has btried me, I shall come out as gold.

11 My foot chas held fast to his steps;

I have kept his way and have dnot turned aside.

12 I have not departed from the commandment of his lips;

I have etreasured the words of his mouth more than my fportion of food.

13 But he is unchangeable,[2] and gwho can turn him back?

What he hdesires, that he does.

14 For he will complete what he iappoints for me,

and many such things are jin his mind.

15 Therefore I am terrified at his presence;

when I consider, I am in dread of him.

16 God has made my kheart faint;

the Almighty has terrified me;

17 yet I am not silenced because of the darkness,

nor because thick darkness covers my face.

 JOB 24  Why are lnot times of judgment mkept by the Almighty,

and why do those who know him never see his ndays?

2 Some move olandmarks;

they seize flocks and pasture them.

3 They drive away the donkey of the fatherless;

they ptake the widows ox for a pledge.

4 They qthrust the poor off the road;

the poor of the earth rall hide themselves.

5 Behold, like wild donkeys in the desert

the poor[1] sgo out to their toil, tseeking game;

the wasteland yields food for their children.

6 They gather their[2] fodder in the field,

and they glean the vineyard of the wicked man.

7 They ulie all night naked, without clothing,

and have no covering in the cold.

8 They are wet with the rain of the mountains

and vcling to the rock for lack of shelter.

9 (There are those who snatch the fatherless child from the breast,

and they take a pledge against the poor.)

10 They go about naked, without clothing;

hungry, they wcarry the sheaves;

11 among the olive rows of the wicked[3] they make oil;

they tread the winepresses, but suffer thirst.

12 From out of the city the dying groan,

and the soul of xthe wounded cries for help;

yet God charges no one with ywrong.

 13 There are those who rebel zagainst the light,

who are not acquainted with its ways,

and do not stay in its paths.

14 The murderer rises before it is light,

that he amay kill the poor and needy,

and in the night he is like a thief.

15 The eye of the adulterer also waits for bthe twilight,

saying, No ceye will see me;

and he veils his face.

16 In the dark they ddig through houses;

by day they shut themselves up;

they do not know the light.

17 For edeep darkness is morning to all of them;

for they are friends with the terrors of deep darkness.

 18 You say, fSwift are they on the face of the waters;

their portion is cursed in the land;

no treader turns toward their vineyards.

19 Drought and heat snatch away the snow waters;

so does gSheol those who have sinned.

20 The womb forgets them;

the worm finds them sweet;

they are hno longer remembered,

so wickedness is broken like ia tree.

 21 They wrong the barren, childless woman,

and do no good to the widow.

22 Yet God[4] prolongs the life of the mighty by his power;

they rise up when they despair of life.

23 He gives them security, and they are supported,

and his jeyes are upon their ways.

24 They are exalted ka little while, and then lare gone;

they are brought low and gathered up like all others;

they are mcut off like the heads of grain.

25 If it is nnot so, who will prove me a liar

and show that there is nothing in what I say?

Bildad Speaks: Man Cannot Be Righteous

 JOB 25 Then oBildad the Shuhite answered and said:

 2 Dominion and fear are with God;[1]

he makes peace in his high heaven.

3 Is there any number to his parmies?

Upon whom does his qlight not arise?

4 How then can man be rin the right before God?

How can he who is sborn of woman be tpure?

5 Behold, even the moon is not bright,

and the stars are not pure in his eyes;

6 uhow much less man, who is va maggot,

and wthe son of man, who is a worm!

Job Replies: Gods Majesty Is Unsearchable

 JOB 26 Then Job answered and said:

 2 How you have xhelped him who has no power!

How you have saved ythe arm that has no strength!

3 How you have zcounseled him who has no wisdom,

and plentifully declared sound knowledge!

4 With whose help have you uttered words,

and whose breath ahas come out from you?

5 The bdead tremble

under the waters and their inhabitants.

6 Sheol is cnaked before God,[1]

and dAbaddon has no covering.

7 He estretches out the north over fthe void

and hangs the earth on nothing.

8 He gbinds up the waters in his thick clouds,

and the cloud is not split open under them.

9 He covers the face of the full moon[2]

and hspreads over it his cloud.

10 He has inscribed ia circle on the face of the waters

at the boundary between light and darkness.

11 jThe pillars of heaven tremble

and are astounded at his krebuke.

12 By his power he lstilled the sea;

by his understanding he shattered mRahab.

13 nBy his wind the heavens were made fair;

his hand pierced othe fleeing serpent.

14 Behold, these are but the outskirts of his pways,

and how small qa whisper do we hear of him!

But the thunder of his power who can understand?

Job Continues: I Will Maintain My Integrity

 JOB 27 And Job again rtook up his discourse, and said:

 2 As God lives, who has staken away my right,

and the Almighty, who has tmade my soul bitter,

3 as long as my breath is in me,

and uthe spirit of God is in my nostrils,

4 my lips will not speak vfalsehood,

and my tongue will not utter vdeceit.

5 Far be it from me to say that you are right;

till I die I will not put away my wintegrity from me.

6 I xhold fast my righteousness and will not let it go;

my heart does not yreproach me for any of my days.

 7 Let my enemy be as the wicked,

and let him who rises up against me be as the unrighteous.

8 zFor what is the hope of the godless awhen God cuts him off,

when God takes away his life?

9 bWill God hear his cry

when distress comes upon him?

10 Will he ctake delight in the Almighty?

Will he call upon God at all times?

11 I will teach you concerning the hand of God;

dwhat is with the Almighty I will not conceal.

12 Behold, all of you have seen it yourselves;

why then have you become altogether vain?

 13 eThis is the portion of a wicked man with God,

and the heritage that foppressors receive from the Almighty:

14 If his gchildren are multiplied, it is for hthe sword,

and his descendants have not enough bread.

15 Those who survive him the pestilence buries,

and his iwidows do not weep.

16 Though he jheap up silver like dust,

and pile up clothing like clay,

17 he may pile it up, but the righteous will wear it,

and kthe innocent will divide the silver.

18 He builds his lhouse like a moths,

like ma booth that na watchman makes.

19 He goes to bed rich, but will odo so no more;

he opens his eyes, and phis wealth is gone.

20 qTerrors overtake him like ra flood;

in the night a whirlwind scarries him off.

21 tThe east wind lifts him up and he is gone;

it usweeps him out of his place.

22 It[1] hurls at him vwithout pity;

he flees from its[2] power in headlong flight.

23 It wclaps its hands at him

and xhisses at him from its place.

Job Continues: Where Is Wisdom?

 JOB 28  Surely there is a mine for silver,

and a place for gold that they yrefine.

2 Iron is taken out of the earth,

and copper is smelted from the ore.

3 Man puts an end to darkness

and searches out to the farthest limit

the ore in zgloom and adeep darkness.

4 He opens shafts in a valley away from where anyone lives;

they are forgotten by travelers;

they hang in the air, far away from mankind; they swing to and fro.

5 As for the earth, bout of it comes bread,

but underneath it is turned up as by fire.

6 Its stones are the place of csapphires,[1]

and it has dust of gold.

 7 That path no bird of prey knows,

and the falcons eye has not seen it.

8 dThe proud beasts have not trodden it;

ethe lion has not passed over it.

 9 Man puts his hand to fthe flinty rock

and overturns mountains by the roots.

10 He cuts out channels in the rocks,

and his eye sees every precious thing.

11 He dams up the streams so that they do not trickle,

and the thing that is hidden he brings out to light.

 12 gBut where shall wisdom be found?

And where is the place of understanding?

13 Man does not know its worth,

and it is not found in hthe land of the living.

14 iThe deep says, It is not in me,

and the sea says, It is not with me.

15 It jcannot be bought for gold,

and silver cannot be weighed as its price.

16 It cannot be valued in kthe gold of lOphir,

in precious monyx or nsapphire.

17 Gold and glass cannot equal it,

nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold.

18 No mention shall be made of ocoral or of crystal;

the price of wisdom is above oppearls.

19 qThe topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it,

nor can it be valued in pure gold.

 20 From where, then, does wisdom come?

And where is the place of understanding?

21 It is hidden from the eyes of rall living

and concealed from the birds of the air.

22 sAbaddon and Death say,

We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.

 23 tGod understands the way to it,

and he knows its place.

24 For he ulooks to the ends of the earth

and sees everything under the heavens.

25 When he vgave to the wind its weight

and apportioned the waters by measure,

26 when he made a decree for the rain

and wa way for the lightning of the thunder,

27 then he saw it and declared it;

he established it, and searched it out.

28 And he said to man,

Behold, xthe fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,

and to yturn away from evil is understanding.

Jobs Summary Defense

 JOB 29 And Job again ztook up his discourse, and said:

 2 Oh, that I were as in the months of old,

as in the days when God watched over me,

3 when his alamp shone upon my head,

and by his light I walked through darkness,

4 as I was in my prime,[1]

when the bfriendship of God was upon my tent,

5 when the Almighty was yet with me,

when my cchildren were all around me,

6 when my steps were dwashed with ebutter,

and fthe rock poured out for me streams of goil!

7 When I went out to hthe gate of the city,

when I prepared my seat in the square,

8 the young men saw me and withdrew,

and the aged rose and stood;

9 the princes refrained from talking

and ilaid their hand on their mouth;

10 the voice of the nobles was hushed,

and their jtongue stuck to the roof of their mouth.

11 When the ear heard, it called me blessed,

and when the eye saw, it approved,

12 because I kdelivered the poor who cried for help,

and the fatherless who had none to help him.

13 lThe blessing of him who was mabout to perish came upon me,

and I caused nthe widows heart to sing for joy.

14 I oput on righteousness, and it clothed me;

my justice was like a robe and pa turban.

15 I was qeyes to the blind

and feet to the lame.

16 I was a father to the needy,

and I searched out rthe cause of him whom I did not know.

17 I sbroke tthe fangs of the unrighteous

and made him drop his prey from his teeth.

18 uThen I thought, I shall die in my vnest,

and I shall multiply my days as wthe sand,

19 my xroots spread out to ythe waters,

with the dew all night on my zbranches,

20 my glory fresh with me,

and my abow ever bnew in my hand.

 21 Men listened to me and waited

and kept silence for my counsel.

22 After I spoke they did not speak again,

and my word cdropped upon them.

23 They waited for me as for the rain,

and they dopened their mouths as for the espring rain.

24 I smiled on them when they had no confidence,

and fthe light of my gface they did not cast down.

25 I chose their way and sat as chief,

and I lived like ha king among his troops,

like one who comforts mourners.

 JOB 30  But now they ilaugh at me,

men who are jyounger than I,

whose fathers I would have disdained

to set with the dogs of my flock.

2 What could I gain from the strength of their hands,

kmen whose lvigor is gone?

3 Through want and hard hunger

they mgnaw nthe dry ground by night in owaste and desolation;

4 they pick saltwort and the leaves of bushes,

and the roots of the broom tree for their food.[1]

5 pThey are driven out from human company;

they shout after them as after a thief.

6 In the gullies of the torrents they must dwell,

in holes of the earth and of qthe rocks.

7 Among the bushes they rbray;

under sthe nettles they huddle together.

8 A senseless, a nameless brood,

they have been whipped out of the land.

 9 And now I have become their tsong;

I am ua byword to them.

10 They vabhor me; they keep aloof from me;

they do not hesitate to wspit at the sight of me.

11 Because God has loosed my cord and humbled me,

they have cast off restraint[2] in my presence.

12 On my xright hand the rabble rise;

they push away my feet;

they ycast up against me their ways of destruction.

13 They break up my path;

they promote my zcalamity;

they need no one to help them.

14 As through a wide abreach they come;

amid the crash they roll on.

15 bTerrors are turned upon me;

my honor is pursued as by the wind,

and my prosperity has passed away like ca cloud.

 16 And now my soul is dpoured out within me;

days of affliction have taken hold of me.

17 eThe night fracks my bones,

and the pain that ggnaws me takes no rest.

18 With great force my garment is hdisfigured;

it binds me about like the collar of my tunic.

19 God[3] has cast me into the mire,

and I have become like idust and ashes.

20 I cry to you for help and you do not answer me;

I stand, and you only look at me.

21 You have jturned cruel to me;

with the might of your hand you kpersecute me.

22 lYou lift me up on the wind; you make me ride on it,

and you toss me about in the roar of the storm.

23 mFor I know that you will bring me to death

and to the house appointed for nall living.

 24 Yet does not one in a oheap of ruins stretch out his hand,

and in his disaster cry for help?[4]

25 Did not I pweep for him whose day was hard?

Was not my soul grieved for the needy?

26 But qwhen I hoped for good, evil came,

and when I waited for light, rdarkness came.

27 My inward parts are in turmoil and never still;

days of affliction scome to meet me.

28 I tgo about darkened, but not by the sun;

I stand up in uthe assembly and cry for help.

29 I am a brother of vjackals

and a companion of wostriches.

30 My xskin turns black and falls from me,

and my ybones burn with heat.

31 My zlyre is aturned to mourning,

and my zpipe to the voice of those who weep.

Jobs Final Appeal

 JOB 31  I have made a covenant with my beyes;

how then could I gaze at a virgin?

2 What would be cmy portion from God above

and cmy heritage from the Almighty on high?

3 Is not calamity for the unrighteous,

and disaster for the workers of iniquity?

4 dDoes not he see my ways

and enumber all my steps?

 5 If I have walked with falsehood

and my foot has hastened to deceit;

6 (Let me be fweighed in a just balance,

and let God know my integrity!)

7 if my step has turned aside from the way

and gmy heart has gone after my eyes,

and if any hspot has stuck to my hands,

8 then let me isow, and another eat,

and let what grows for me[1] be rooted out.

 9 If my heart has been enticed toward a woman,

and I have jlain in wait at my neighbors door,

10 then let my wife kgrind for another,

and let others lbow down on her.

11 For that would be a heinous crime;

that would be an iniquity mto be punished by the judges;

12 for that would be a fire nthat consumes as far as Abaddon,

and it would burn to the root all my increase.

 13 If I have rejected the cause of my manservant or my maidservant,

when they brought a complaint against me,

14 what then shall I do when God rises up?

When he omakes inquiry, what shall I answer him?

15 Did pnot he who made me in the womb make him?

And did not one fashion us in the womb?

 16 If I have qwithheld anything that the poor desired,

or have rcaused the eyes of the widow to fail,

17 or have eaten my morsel alone,

and the fatherless has not eaten of it

18 (for from my youth the fatherless[2] grew up with me as with a father,

and from my mothers womb I guided the widow[3]),

19 if I have seen anyone sperish for tlack of clothing,

or the needy without tcovering,

20 if his body has not ublessed me,[4]

and if he was not warmed with the fleece of my sheep,

21 if I have raised my hand against vthe fatherless,

because I saw my help in wthe gate,

22 then let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder,

and let my arm be broken from its socket.

23 For I was xin terror of calamity from God,

and I could not have faced his xmajesty.

 24 yIf I have made gold my ztrust

or called afine gold my confidence,

25 if I have brejoiced because my wealth was abundant

or because cmy hand had found much,

26 dif I have looked at the sun[5] when it shone,

or ethe moon moving in splendor,

27 and my heart has been secretly enticed,

and my mouth has kissed my hand,

28 this also would be fan iniquity to be punished by the judges,

for I would have been false to God above.

 29 If I have grejoiced at the ruin of him who hated me,

or exulted when evil overtook him

30 (hI have not let my mouth sin

by asking for his life with a curse),

31 if the men of my tent have not said,

Who is there that has not been filled with his imeat?

32 (jthe sojourner has not lodged in the street;

I have opened my doors to the traveler),

33 if I khave concealed my transgressions las others do[6]

by hiding my iniquity in my heart,

34 because I stood in great fear of mthe multitude,

and the contempt of families terrified me,

so that I kept silence, and did not go out of doors

35 Oh, that I had one to hear me!

(Here is my signature! Let the Almighty nanswer me!)

Oh, that I had othe indictment written by my adversary!

36 Surely I would carry it on my pshoulder;

I would qbind it on me as ra crown;

37 I would give him an account of all my steps;

like a prince I would approach him.

 38 If my land has cried out against me

and its furrows have wept together,

39 sif I have eaten its yield without payment

and made its owners tbreathe their last,

40 let uthorns grow instead of wheat,

and foul weeds instead of barley.

The words of Job are ended.

Elihu Rebukes Jobs Three Friends

 JOB 32 So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was vrighteous in his own eyes. 2Then Elihu the son of Barachel wthe Buzite, of the family of Ram, burned with anger. He burned with anger at Job because he justified himself xrather than God. 3He burned with anger also at Jobs three friends because they had found no answer, although they had ydeclared Job to be in the wrong. 4Now Elihu had waited to speak to Job because they were older than he. 5And when Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, he burned with anger.

 6And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said:

 I am young in years,

and you are zaged;

therefore I was timid and afraid

to declare my opinion to you.

7 I said, Let days speak,

and many years teach wisdom.

8 But it is athe spirit in man,

bthe breath of the Almighty, that makes him cunderstand.

9 dIt is not the old[1] who are wise,

nor the aged who understand what is right.

10 Therefore I say, Listen to me;

let me also declare my opinion.

 11 Behold, I waited for your words,

I listened for your wise sayings,

while you searched out what to say.

12 I gave you my attention,

and, behold, there was none among you who refuted Job

or who answered his words.

13 Beware elest you say, We have found wisdom;

God may vanquish him, not a man.

14 He has not directed his words against me,

and I will not answer him with your speeches.

 15 They are dismayed; they answer no more;

they have not a word to say.

16 And shall I wait, because they do not speak,

because they stand there, and answer no more?

17 I also will answer with my share;

I also will declare my opinion.

18 For I am full of words;

the spirit within me constrains me.

19 Behold, my belly is like wine that has no vent;

like new fwineskins ready to burst.

20 gI must speak, that I may find hrelief;

I must open my lips and answer.

21 I will not ishow partiality to any man

or use flattery toward any person.

22 For I do not know how to flatter,

else my Maker would soon take me away.

Elihu Rebukes Job

 JOB 33  But now, hear my speech, O Job,

and listen to all my words.

2 Behold, I jopen my mouth;

the tongue in my mouth speaks.

3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart,

and what my lips know they speak sincerely.

4 kThe Spirit of God has made me,

and lthe breath of the Almighty gives me life.

5 mAnswer me, if you can;

nset your words in order before me; take your stand.

6 Behold, I am toward God as you are;

I too was pinched off from a piece of oclay.

7 Behold, no pfear of me need terrify you;

my qpressure will not be heavy upon you.

 8 Surely you have spoken in my ears,

and I have heard the sound of your words.

9 You say, I am rpure, without stransgression;

I am clean, and there is no iniquity in me.

10 Behold, he finds occasions against me,

he tcounts me as his enemy,

11 he uputs my feet in the stocks

and vwatches all my paths.

 12 Behold, in this you are not right. I will answer you,

for God is greater than man.

13 Why do you wcontend against him,

saying, He xwill answer none of mans[1] words?[2]

14 For God yspeaks in one way,

zand in two, though man adoes not perceive it.

15 In ba dream, in ca vision of dthe night,

when cdeep sleep falls on men,

while they slumber on their beds,

16 then he eopens the ears of men

and terrifies them with warnings,

17 that he may turn man aside from his fdeed

and conceal pride from a man;

18 he keeps back his soul from the pit,

his life from gperishing by the sword.

 19 Man is also rebuked with pain on his bed

and with continual strife in his hbones,

20 so that his ilife loathes bread,

and his appetite jthe choicest food.

21 His flesh is so wasted away that it cannot be seen,

and his bones that were not seen kstick out.

22 His soul draws near lthe pit,

and his life to mthose who bring death.

23 If there be for him nan angel,

oa mediator, pone of the thousand,

to declare to man what is qright for him,

24 and he is merciful to him, and says,

Deliver him from going down into the pit;

I have found ra ransom;

25 let his flesh sbecome fresh with youth;

let him return to the days of his youthful vigor;

26 then man[3] tprays to God, and he accepts him;

he usees his face with a shout of joy,

and he vrestores to man his righteousness.

27 He sings before men and says:

I wsinned and perverted what was right,

and it was not repaid to me.

28 He has redeemed my xsoul from going down yinto the pit,

and my life shall zlook upon the light.

 29 Behold, God does all these things,

twice, athree times, with a man,

30 to bring back his soul from the pit,

that he may be lighted with bthe light of life.

31 Pay attention, O Job, listen to me;

be silent, and I will speak.

32 If you have any words, canswer me;

dspeak, for I desire to justify you.

33 If not, elisten to me;

be silent, and I will teach you wisdom.

Elihu Asserts Gods Justice

 JOB 34 Then Elihu answered and said:

 2 Hear my words, you wise men,

and give ear to me, you who know;

3 for gthe ear tests words

as the palate tastes food.

4 Let us choose hwhat is right;

let us know among ourselves what is good.

5 For Job has said, I am iin the right,

and jGod has taken away my right;

6 in spite of my right I am counted a liar;

my wound is incurable, though I am kwithout transgression.

7 What man is like Job,

who ldrinks up scoffing like water,

8 who travels in company with evildoers

and walks mwith wicked men?

9 For nhe has said, It profits a man nothing

that he should take delight in God.

 10 Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding:

far be it from God that he should odo wickedness,

and from the Almighty that he should do wrong.

11 For according to pthe work of a man he will repay him,

and qaccording to his ways he will make it befall him.

12 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly,

and rthe Almighty will not pervert justice.

13 Who gave him charge over the earth,

and who slaid on him[1] the whole world?

14 If he should tset his heart to it

and ugather to himself his vspirit and his breath,

15 all flesh would perish together,

and man would wreturn to dust.

 16 If you have understanding, hear this;

listen to what I say.

17 xShall one who hates justice govern?

Will you condemn him who is righteous and mighty,

18 who ysays to a king, Worthless one,

and to nobles, Wicked man,

19 who zshows no partiality to princes,

nor regards the rich amore than the poor,

for bthey are all the work of his hands?

20 In a moment cthey die;

at dmidnight the people are shaken and pass away,

and the mighty are taken away by eno human hand.

 21 For his eyes are on fthe ways of a man,

and he sees all his fsteps.

22 There is no ggloom or hdeep darkness

where evildoers may hide themselves.

23 For God[2] has no need to consider a man further,

that he should go before God in ijudgment.

24 He jshatters the mighty without investigation

and sets lothers in their place.

25 Thus, knowing their works,

he moverturns them in the night, and they are crushed.

26 He strikes them for their wickedness

in a place for all to see,

27 because they turned aside from nfollowing him

and had no regard for any of his ways,

28 so that they ocaused the cry of the poor to come to him,

and he pheard the cry of the afflicted

29 When he is quiet, who can condemn?

When he hides his face, who can behold him,

whether it be a nation or a man?

30 that a godless man should not reign,

that he should not ensnare the people.

 31 For has anyone said to God,

I have borne punishment; I will not offend any more;

32 rteach me what I do not see;

if I have done iniquity, I will do it no more?

33 Will he then make repayment to suit you,

because you reject it?

For you must choose, and not I;

therefore sdeclare what you know.[3]

34 Men of understanding will say to me,

and the wise man who hears me will say:

35 Job tspeaks without knowledge;

his words are without insight.

36 Would that Job were tried to the end,

because he answers like wicked men.

37 For he adds rebellion to his sin;

he uclaps his hands among us

and multiplies his words against God.

Elihu Condemns Job

 JOB 35 And Elihu answered and said:

 2 Do you think this to be just?

Do you say, vIt is my right before God,

3 that you ask, wWhat advantage have I?

How am I better off than if I had sinned?

4 I will answer you

and xyour friends with you.

5 yLook at the heavens, and see;

and behold the clouds, which are higher than you.

6 If you have sinned, zwhat do you accomplish against him?

And if your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to him?

7 aIf you are righteous, what do you give to him?

Or what does he receive from your hand?

8 Your wickedness concerns a man like yourself,

and your righteousness ba son of man.

 9 Because of the multitude of coppressions people dcry out;

they call for help because of the arm of ethe mighty.[1]

10 But none says, Where is God my fMaker,

who gives gsongs in the night,

11 who teaches us hmore than the beasts of the earth

and makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens?

12 There they icry out, but he does not answer,

because of the pride of evil men.

13 Surely God does not hear an empty cry,

nor does the Almighty regard it.

14 How much less when you say that you jdo not see him,

that the case is before him, and you are kwaiting for him!

15 And now, because lhis anger does not punish,

and he does not take much note of transgression,[2]

16 Job opens his mouth in empty talk;

he mmultiplies words nwithout knowledge.

Elihu Extols Gods Greatness

 JOB 36 And Elihu continued, and said:

 2 Bear with me a little, and I will show you,

for I have yet something to say on Gods behalf.

3 I will get my knowledge from oafar

and ascribe prighteousness to my qMaker.

4 For truly my words are not false;

one who is rperfect in knowledge is with you.

 5 Behold, God is mighty, and sdoes not despise any;

he is tmighty in strength of understanding.

6 He does not keep the wicked alive,

but gives uthe afflicted their right.

7 He does not withdraw his veyes from the righteous,

but with wkings on the throne

he sets them forever, and they are xexalted.

8 And if they are ybound in chains

and caught in the cords of affliction,

9 then he declares to them their work

and their transgressions, that they are zbehaving arrogantly.

10 He aopens their ears to instruction

and commands that they breturn from iniquity.

11 cIf they listen and serve him,

they dcomplete their days in prosperity,

and their years in pleasantness.

12 But if they do not listen, they eperish by the sword

and die fwithout knowledge.

 13 The ggodless in heart cherish anger;

they do not cry for help when he hbinds them.

14 They idie in youth,

and their life ends among the cult prostitutes.

15 He delivers jthe afflicted by their affliction

and kopens their ear by adversity.

16 He also allured you out of distress

into la broad place where there was no cramping,

and what was set on your mtable was full of nfatness.

 17 But you are full of the judgment on the wicked;

judgment and justice seize you.

18 Beware lest wrath entice you into scoffing,

and let not the greatness of othe ransom turn you aside.

19 Will your pcry for help avail to keep you from distress,

or all the force of your strength?

20 Do not long for qthe night,

when peoples vanish rin their place.

21 Take care; sdo not turn to iniquity,

for this you have chosen rather than affliction.

22 Behold, God is exalted in his power;

who is ta teacher like him?

23 Who has uprescribed for him his way,

or who can say, vYou have done wrong?

 24 Remember to wextol his work,

of which men have xsung.

25 All mankind has looked on it;

man beholds it from afar.

26 Behold, God is great, and we yknow him not;

the number of his zyears is unsearchable.

27 For he draws up the drops of water;

they distill his amist in brain,

28 which cthe skies pour down

and drop on mankind abundantly.

29 Can anyone understand dthe spreading of the clouds,

the thunderings of his epavilion?

30 Behold, he scatters his lightning about him

and covers the roots of the sea.

31 For by these he fjudges peoples;

he gives gfood in abundance.

32 He covers his hhands with the lightning

and commands it to strike the mark.

33 Its crashing declares his presence;[1]

the cattle also declare that he rises.

Elihu Proclaims Gods Majesty

 JOB 37  At this also my heart trembles

and leaps out of its place.

2 Keep listening to the thunder of his voice

and the rumbling that comes from his mouth.

3 Under the whole heaven he lets it go,

and his ilightning to the jcorners of the earth.

4 After it khis voice roars;

lhe thunders with his majestic voice,

and he does not restrain the lightnings[1] when his voice is heard.

5 God thunders wondrously with his voice;

he does mgreat things that we cannot ncomprehend.

6 For to othe snow he says, Fall on the earth,

likewise to the downpour, his mighty downpour.

7 He pseals up the hand of every man,

that all men whom he made may qknow it.

8 Then the beasts go into their rlairs,

and remain in their sdens.

9 From tits chamber ucomes the whirlwind,

and vcold from the scattering winds.

10 By the breath of God wice is given,

and xthe broad waters are frozen fast.

11 He loads the thick cloud with moisture;

the clouds scatter his lightning.

12 They yturn around and around by his zguidance,

zto accomplish all that he commands them

on the face of athe habitable world.

13 Whether for bcorrection or for his cland

or for dlove, he causes it to happen.

 14 Hear this, O Job;

stop and econsider the wondrous works of God.

15 Do you know how God lays his command upon them

and causes the lightning of his cloud to shine?

16 Do you know the balancings[2] of the clouds,

the wondrous works of him who is fperfect in knowledge,

17 you whose garments are hot

when the earth is still because of the south wind?

18 Can you, like him, gspread out the skies,

hard as a cast metal hmirror?

19 Teach us what we shall say to him;

we cannot draw up our case because of idarkness.

20 Shall it be told him that I would speak?

Did a man ever wish that he would be swallowed up?

 21 And now no one looks on the light

when it is bright in the skies,

when the wind has passed and cleared them.

22 Out of the north comes golden splendor;

God is clothed with jawesome majesty.

23 The Almightywe kcannot find him;

he is lgreat in power;

mjustice and abundant righteousness he will not nviolate.

24 Therefore men ofear him;

he does not regard any who are pwise in their own conceit.[3]

The LORD Answers Job

 JOB 38 Then the LORD qanswered Job out of the whirlwind and said:

 2 Who is this that rdarkens counsel by words swithout knowledge?

3 tDress for action[1] like a man;

I will question you, and you make it known to me.

 4 Where were you when I ulaid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.

5 Who determined its measurementssurely you know!

Or who stretched the line upon it?

6 On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone,

7 when the morning stars vsang together

and all wthe sons of God xshouted for joy?

 8 Or who yshut in the sea with doors

when it burst out from the womb,

9 when I made clouds its garment

and zthick darkness its swaddling band,

10 and prescribed alimits for it

and set bars and doors,

11 and said, Thus far shall you come, and no farther,

and here shall your bproud waves be stayed?

 12 Have you ccommanded the morning since your days began,

and caused the dawn to know its place,

13 that it might take hold of dthe skirts of the earth,

and the wicked be eshaken out of it?

14 It is changed like clay under the seal,

and its features stand out like a garment.

15 From the wicked their flight is withheld,

and gtheir uplifted arm is broken.

 16 Have you hentered into the springs of the sea,

or walked in the recesses of the deep?

17 Have ithe gates of death been revealed to you,

or have you seen the gates of jdeep darkness?

18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?

Declare, if you know all this.

 19 Where is the way to the dwelling of light,

and where is the place of darkness,

20 that you may take it to its territory

and that you may discern kthe paths to its home?

21 You know, for lyou were born then,

and the number of your days is great!

 22 Have you entered mthe storehouses of the snow,

or have you seen mthe storehouses of the hail,

23 which I have reserved nfor the time of trouble,

nfor the day of battle and war?

24 What is the way to the place where the light is distributed,

or where the east wind is scattered upon the earth?

 25 Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain

and oa way for the thunderbolt,

26 to bring rain on pa land where no man is,

on qthe desert in which there is no man,

27 to satisfy the waste and desolate land,

and to make the ground sprout with rgrass?

 28 Has sthe rain a father,

or who has begotten the drops of dew?

29 From whose womb did tthe ice come forth,

and who has given birth to tthe frost of heaven?

30 The waters become hard like stone,

and the face of the deep is ufrozen.

 31 Can you bind the chains of vthe Pleiades

or loose the cords of vOrion?

32 Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth[2] in their season,

or can you guide vthe Bear with its children?

33 Do you know wthe ordinances of the heavens?

Can you establish their rule on the earth?

 34 Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,

that xa flood of waters may cover you?

35 Can you send forth lightnings, that they may go

and say to you, Here we are?

36 Who has yput wisdom in zthe inward parts[3]

or given understanding to the mind?[4]

37 Who can number the clouds by wisdom?

Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens,

38 when the dust runs into a mass

and athe clods stick fast together?

 39 Can you hunt the prey for the lion,

or bsatisfy the appetite of the young lions,

40 when they crouch in their cdens

or lie in wait din their thicket?

41 Who provides for ethe raven its prey,

when its young ones cry to God for help,

and wander about for lack of food?

 JOB 39  Do you know when fthe mountain goats give birth?

Do you observe gthe calving of the does?

2 Can you number the months that they fulfill,

and do you know the time when they give birth,

3 when they hcrouch, bring forth their offspring,

and are delivered of their young?

4 Their young ones become strong; they grow up in the open;

they go out and ido not return to them.

 5 Who has let the wild donkey go free?

Who has jloosed the bonds of the swift donkey,

6 to whom I have given kthe arid plain for his home

and lthe salt land for his dwelling place?

7 He scorns the tumult of the city;

he hears not the shouts of the driver.

8 He ranges the mountains as his pasture,

and he searches after every green thing.

 9 Is mthe wild ox willing to serve you?

Will he spend the night at your nmanger?

10 Can you bind mhim in the furrow with ropes,

or will he harrow the valleys after you?

11 Will you depend on him because his strength is great,

and will you leave to him your labor?

12 Do you have faith in him that he will return your grain

and gather it to your threshing floor?

 13 The wings of the ostrich wave proudly,

but are they the pinions and plumage of love?[1]

14 For she leaves her eggs to the earth

and lets them be warmed on the ground,

15 forgetting that a foot may crush them

and that the wild beast may trample them.

16 She odeals cruelly with her young, as if they were not hers;

though her plabor be in vain, yet she has no fear,

17 because God has made her forget wisdom

and qgiven her no share in understanding.

18 When she rouses herself to flee,[2]

she laughs at the horse and his rider.

 19 Do you give the horse his might?

Do you clothe his neck with a mane?

20 Do you make him leap like the locust?

His majestic rsnorting is terrifying.

21 He paws[3] in the valley and exults in his strength;

he sgoes out to meet the weapons.

22 He laughs at fear and is not dismayed;

he does not turn back from the sword.

23 Upon him rattle the quiver,

the flashing spear, and the javelin.

24 With fierceness and rage he swallows the ground;

he cannot stand still at tthe sound of the trumpet.

25 When the trumpet sounds, he says Aha!

He smells the battle from afar,

the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

 26 Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars

and spreads his wings toward the south?

27 Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up

and makes his unest on high?

28 On the rock he dwells and makes his home,

on vthe rocky crag and stronghold.

29 From there he spies out the prey;

his eyes behold it from far away.

30 His young ones suck up blood,

and wwhere the slain are, there is he.

 JOB 40 And the LORD xsaid to Job:

 2 Shall a faultfinder ycontend with the Almighty?

He who argues with God, let him answer it.

Job Promises Silence

 3Then Job answered the LORD and said:

 4 Behold, I am zof small account; what shall I answer you?

aI lay my hand on my mouth.

5 I have spoken bonce, and I will not answer;

btwice, but I will proceed no further.

The LORD Challenges Job

 6Then the LORD canswered Job out of the whirlwind and said:

 7 dDress for action[1] like a man;

eI will question you, and you make it known to me.

8 Will you even put me in the wrong?

Will you condemn me that fyou may be in the right?

9 Have you gan arm like God,

and can you thunder with ha voice like his?

 10 Adorn yourself with majesty and dignity;

iclothe yourself with glory and splendor.

11 Pour out the overflowings of your anger,

and look on everyone who is jproud and abase him.

12 Look on everyone who is proud and bring him low

and ktread down the wicked lwhere they stand.

13 mHide them all in nthe dust together;

bind their faces in the world below.[2]

14 Then will I also acknowledge to you

that your own oright hand can save you.

 15 Behold, Behemoth,[3]

which I made as I made you;

he eats pgrass like an ox.

16 Behold, his strength in his loins,

and his power in the muscles of his belly.

17 He makes his tail stiff like a cedar;

the sinews of his thighs are knit together.

18 His bones are tubes of bronze,

his limbs like bars of iron.

 19 He is qthe first of rthe works[4] of God;

let him who made him bring near his sword!

20 For the mountains yield food for him

where all the wild beasts play.

21 Under the lotus plants he lies,

in the shelter of sthe reeds and in the marsh.

22 For his shade the lotus trees cover him;

the willows of the brook surround him.

23 Behold, if the river is turbulent he is not frightened;

he is confident though Jordan rushes against his mouth.

24 Can one take him by his eyes,[5]

or pierce his nose with a snare?

 JOB 41  [1] Can you draw out uLeviathan[2] with a fishhook

or press down his tongue with a cord?

2 Can you put va rope in his nose

or pierce his jaw with va hook?

3 Will he make many pleas to you?

Will he speak to you soft words?

4 Will he make a covenant with you

to take him for wyour servant forever?

5 Will you play with him as with a bird,

or will you put him on a leash for your girls?

6 Will traders bargain over him?

Will they divide him up among the merchants?

7 Can you fill his skin with harpoons

or his head with fishing spears?

8 Lay your hands on him;

remember the battleyou will not do it again!

9 [3] Behold, the hope of a man is false;

he is laid low even at the sight of him.

10 No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up.

Who then is he who can stand before me?

11 xWho has first given to me, that I should repay him?

yWhatever is under the whole heaven is mine.

 12 I will not keep silence concerning his limbs,

or his mighty strength, or his goodly frame.

13 Who can strip off his outer garment?

Who would come near him with a bridle?

14 Who can open the doors of his face?

Around his teeth is terror.

15 His back is made of[4] rows of shields,

shut up closely as with a seal.

16 One is so near to another

that no air can come between them.

17 They are zjoined one to another;

they clasp each other and cannot be separated.

18 His sneezings flash forth light,

and his eyes are like athe eyelids of the dawn.

19 Out of his mouth go flaming torches;

sparks of fire leap forth.

20 Out of his nostrils comes forth smoke,

as from a boiling pot and burning rushes.

21 His breath bkindles coals,

and a flame comes forth from his mouth.

22 In his neck abides strength,

and terror dances before him.

23 The folds of his flesh cstick together,

firmly cast on him and immovable.

24 His heart is hard as a stone,

hard as the lower millstone.

25 When he raises himself up the mighty[5] are afraid;

at the crashing they are beside themselves.

26 Though the sword reaches him, it does not avail,

nor the spear, the dart, or the javelin.

27 He counts iron as straw,

and bronze as rotten wood.

28 The arrow cannot make him flee;

for him sling stones are turned to stubble.

29 Clubs are counted as stubble;

he laughs at the rattle of javelins.

30 His underparts are like sharp dpotsherds;

he spreads himself like ea threshing sledge on the mire.

31 He makes the deep boil like a pot;

he makes the sea like a pot of ointment.

32 Behind him he leaves a shining wake;

one would think the deep to be white-haired.

33 fOn earth there is not his like,

a creature without fear.

34 He sees everything that is high;

he is king over all the gsons of pride.

Jobs Confession and Repentance

 JOB 42 Then Job answered the LORD and said:

 2 I know that you can hdo all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

3 iWho is this that hides counsel without knowledge?

Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,

things jtoo wonderful for me, which I did not know.

4 Hear, and I will speak;

kI will question you, and you make it known to me.

5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,

but now my eye sees you;

6 therefore I despise myself,

and repent[1] in ldust and ashes.

The LORD Rebukes Jobs Friends

 7After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz mthe Temanite: My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8Now therefore take nseven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and ooffer up a burnt offering for yourselves. And my servant Job shall ppray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 9qSo Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the LORD had told them, and the LORD accepted Jobs prayer.

The LORD Restores Jobs Fortunes

 10And the LORD rrestored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. And the LORD gave Job stwice as much as he had before. 11Then came to him all his tbrothers and sisters and all who had tknown him before, and ate bread with him in his house. And they ushowed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil[2] that the LORD had brought upon him. And each of them gave him va piece of money[3] and wa ring of gold.

 12And the LORD blessed xthe latter days of Job more than his beginning. And he had y14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13He had also zseven sons and three daughters. 14And he called the name of the first daughter Jemimah, and the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-happuch. 15And in all the land there were no women so beautiful as Jobs daughters. And their father gave them an inheritance aamong their brothers. 16And after this Job lived 140 years, and bsaw his sons, and his sons sons, four generations. 17And Job died, an old man, and cfull of days.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 1

[1] 1:5 The Hebrew word bless is used euphemistically for curse in 1:5, 11; 2:5, 9

[2] 1:6 Hebrew the Accuser or the Adversary; so throughout chapters 12

[3] 1:15 Hebrew the young men; also verses 16, 17


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 2

[1] 2:10 Or disaster; also verse 11


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 3

[1] 3:24 Or like; Hebrew before


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 Hebrew lacks of God

[2] 4:17 Or more than; twice in this verse


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 5

[1] 5:5 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 5:5 Aquila, Symmachus, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew could be read as and the snare pants

[3] 5:5 Hebrew their

[4] 5:19 Or disaster

[5] 5:27 Hebrew for yourself


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[2] 6:7 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 6:10 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[4] 6:14 Syriac, Vulgate (compare Targum); the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 8

[1] 8:14 Hebrew house


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 9

[1] 9:15 Or to my judge

[2] 9:19 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew me

[3] 9:23 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[4] 9:33 Or Would that there were an


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 10

[1] 10:16 Hebrew lacks my head


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 11

[1] 11:4 Hebrew your

[2] 11:6 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 11:8 Hebrew The heights of heaven


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 12

[1] 12:6 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 12:8 Or speak to the earth

[3] 12:13 Hebrew him


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 13

[1] 13:15 Or Behold, he will slay me; I have no hope

[2] 13:27 Or you marked

[3] 13:28 Hebrew He


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 14

[1] 14:6 Probable reading; Hebrew look away from him, that he may cease

[2] 14:14 Or relief


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 15

[1] 15:4 Hebrew lacks of God

[2] 15:15 Hebrew he

[3] 15:29 Or nor will his produce bend down to the earth


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 16

[1] 16:7 Hebrew you have; also verse 8

[2] 16:21 Hebrew and


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 17

[1] 17:12 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 19

[1] 19:12 Hebrew their way

[2] 19:25 Hebrew dust

[3] 19:26 Or without


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 20

[1] 20:23 Hebrew he

[2] 20:28 Hebrew his


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 21

[1] 21:17 Hebrew he

[2] 21:24 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 22

[1] 22:17 Hebrew them

[2] 22:29 Or you say, It is exaltation


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 23

[1] 23:2 Or defiant

[2] 23:13 Or one


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 24

[1] 24:5 Hebrew they

[2] 24:6 Hebrew his

[3] 24:11 Hebrew their olive rows

[4] 24:22 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 25

[1] 25:2 Hebrew him


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 26

[1] 26:6 Hebrew him

[2] 26:9 Or his throne


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 27

[1] 27:22 Or He (that is, God); also verse 23

[2] 27:22 Or his; also verse 23


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 28

[1] 28:6 Or lapis lazuli; also verse 16


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 29

[1] 29:4 Hebrew my autumn days


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 30

[1] 30:4 Or warmth

[2] 30:11 Hebrew the bridle

[3] 30:19 Hebrew He

[4] 30:24 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 31

[1] 31:8 Or let my descendants

[2] 31:18 Hebrew he

[3] 31:18 Hebrew her

[4] 31:20 Hebrew if his loins have not blessed me

[5] 31:26 Hebrew the light

[6] 31:33 Or as Adam did


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 32

[1] 32:9 Hebrew many [in years]


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 33

[1] 33:13 Hebrew his

[2] 33:13 Or He will not answer for any of his own words

[3] 33:26 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 34

[1] 34:13 Hebrew lacks on him

[2] 34:23 Hebrew he

[3] 34:33 The meaning of the Hebrew in verses 2933 is uncertain


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 35

[1] 35:9 Or the many

[2] 35:15 Theodotion, Symmachus (compare Vulgate); the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 36

[1] 36:33 Hebrew declares concerning him


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 37

[1] 37:4 Hebrew them

[2] 37:16 Or hoverings

[3] 37:24 Hebrew in heart


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 38

[1] 38:3 Hebrew Gird up your loins

[2] 38:32 Probably the name of a constellation

[3] 38:36 Or in the ibis

[4] 38:36 Or rooster


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 39

[1] 39:13 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 39:18 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 39:21 Hebrew They paw


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 40

[1] 40:7 Hebrew Gird up your loins

[2] 40:13 Hebrew in the hidden place

[3] 40:15 A large animal, exact identity unknown

[4] 40:19 Hebrew ways

[5] 40:24 Or in his sight


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 41

[1] 41:1 Ch 40:25 in Hebrew

[2] 41:1 A large sea animal, exact identity unknown

[3] 41:9 Ch 41:1 in Hebrew

[4] 41:15 Or His pride is in his

[5] 41:25 Or gods


Footnotes for Job, Chapter 42

[1] 42:6 Or and am comforted

[2] 42:11 Or disaster

[3] 42:11 Hebrew a qesitah; a unit of money of unknown value
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Psalms

Book One

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked

 PSALM 1  Blessed is the man[1]

who awalks not in bthe counsel of the wicked,

nor stands in cthe way of sinners,

nor dsits in ethe seat of fscoffers;

2 but his gdelight is in the law[2] of the LORD,

and on his hlaw he meditates day and night.

 3 He is like ia tree

planted by jstreams of water

that yields its fruit in its season,

and its kleaf does not wither.

lIn all that he does, he prospers.

4 The wicked are not so,

but are like mchaff that the wind drives away.

 5 Therefore the wicked nwill not stand in the judgment,

nor sinners in othe congregation of the righteous;

6 for the LORD pknows qthe way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish.

The Reign of the LORDs Anointed

 PSALM 2  rWhy do sthe nations rage[1]

and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel together,

against the LORD and against his tAnointed, saying,

3 Let us uburst their bonds apart

and cast away their cords from us.

 4 He who vsits in the heavens wlaughs;

the Lord holds them in derision.

5 Then he will speak to them in his xwrath,

and terrify them in his fury, saying,

6 As for me, I have yset my King

on zZion, my aholy hill.

 7 I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, bYou are my Son;

today I have begotten you.

8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

and cthe ends of the earth your possession.

9 You shall dbreak[2] them with ea rod of iron

and dash them in pieces like fa potters vessel.

 10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise;

be warned, O rulers of the earth.

11 gServe the LORD with hfear,

and irejoice with htrembling.

12 jKiss kthe Son,

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,

for his lwrath is quickly kindled.

mBlessed are all who take refuge in him.

Save Me, O My God

A Psalm of David, nwhen he fled from Absalom his son.

 PSALM 3  O LORD, ohow many are my foes!

Many are prising against me;

2 many are saying of my soul,

qthere is no salvation for him in God. Selah[1]

 3 But you, O LORD, are ra shield sabout me,

my glory, and tthe lifter of my head.

4 I ucried aloud to the LORD,

and he vanswered me from his wholy hill. Selah

 5 I xlay down and slept;

I woke again, for the LORD sustained me.

6 I ywill not be afraid of many thousands of people

who have zset themselves against me all around.

 7 aArise, O LORD!

Save me, O my God!

For you bstrike all my enemies on the cheek;

you cbreak the teeth of the wicked.

 8 dSalvation belongs to the LORD;

your blessing be on your people! Selah

Answer Me When I Call

To the echoirmaster: with estringed instruments. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 4  Answer me when I call, O God of my frighteousness!

You have ggiven me relief when I was in distress.

Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!

 2 O men,[1] how long shall my honor be turned into shame?

How long will you love vain words and seek after hlies? Selah

3 But know that the LORD has iset apart jthe godly for himself;

the LORD hears when I call to him.

 4 kBe angry,[2] and do not sin;

lponder in your own hearts mon your beds, and be silent. Selah

5 Offer nright sacrifices,

and put your otrust in the LORD.

 6 There are many who say, Who will show us some good?

pLift up qthe light of your face upon us, O LORD!

7 You have put rmore joy in my heart

than they have when their grain and wine abound.

 8 In peace I will both slie down and sleep;

for you alone, O LORD, make me tdwell in safety.

Lead Me in Your Righteousness

To the choirmaster: for the flutes. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 5  Give ear to my words, O LORD;

consider my ugroaning.

2 Give attention to the sound of my cry,

my vKing and my God,

for wto you do I pray.

3 O LORD, in xthe morning you hear my voice;

in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you[1] and ywatch.

 4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;

evil may not dwell with you.

5 The zboastful shall not astand before your eyes;

you bhate all evildoers.

6 You destroy those who speak clies;

the LORD abhors dthe bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

 7 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,

will enter your house.

I will ebow down ftoward your gholy temple

in the fear of you.

8 hLead me, O LORD, in your righteousness

because of my enemies;

imake your way straight before me.

 9 For there is no truth in their mouth;

their inmost self is jdestruction;

ktheir throat is lan open grave;

they mflatter with their tongue.

10 nMake them bear their guilt, O God;

let them ofall by their own counsels;

because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out,

for they have rebelled against you.

 11 But let all who ptake refuge in you qrejoice;

let them ever sing for joy,

and spread your protection over them,

that those who love your name may rexult in you.

12 For you sbless the righteous, O LORD;

you tcover him with favor as with ua shield.

O LORD, Deliver My Life

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments; according to vThe Sheminith.[1] A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 6  O LORD, wrebuke me not in your anger,

nor xdiscipline me in your wrath.

2 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing;

yheal me, O LORD, zfor my bones are troubled.

3 My asoul also is greatly troubled.

But you, O LORDbhow long?

 4 Turn, O LORD, deliver my life;

save me for the sake of your steadfast love.

5 For in cdeath there is no remembrance of you;

in Sheol who will give you praise?

 6 I am dweary with my emoaning;

every night I flood my bed with tears;

I drench my couch with my weeping.

7 My feye wastes away because of grief;

it grows weak because of all my foes.

 8 gDepart from me, all you hworkers of evil,

for the LORD ihas heard the sound of my weeping.

9 The LORD has heard my jplea;

the LORD accepts my prayer.

10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled;

they shall kturn back and be put to shame in a moment.

In You Do I Take Refuge

A lShiggaion[1] of David, which he sang to the LORD concerning the words of Cush, a Benjaminite.

 PSALM 7  O LORD my God, in you do I mtake refuge;

nsave me from all my pursuers and deliver me,

2 lest like oa lion they tear my soul apart,

rending it in pieces, with pnone to deliver.

 3 O LORD my God, qif I have done this,

if there is rwrong in my hands,

4 if I have repaid smy friend[2] with evil

or tplundered my enemy without cause,

5 let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it,

and let him utrample my life to the ground

and lay my glory in the dust. Selah

 6 vArise, O LORD, in your anger;

wlift yourself up against the fury of my enemies;

xawake for me; you have appointed a judgment.

7 Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about you;

over it return on high.

 8 The LORD yjudges the peoples;

zjudge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness

and according to the integrity that is in me.

9 Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end,

and may you establish the righteous

you who atest bthe minds and hearts,[3]

O righteous God!

10 My shield is cwith God,

who saves dthe upright in heart.

11 God is ea righteous judge,

and a God who feels findignation every day.

 12 If a man[4] does not repent, God[5] will gwhet his sword;

he has hbent and ireadied his bow;

13 he has prepared for him his deadly weapons,

making his jarrows kfiery shafts.

14 Behold, the wicked man lconceives evil

and is lpregnant with mischief

and gives birth to lies.

15 He makes ma pit, digging it out,

and falls into the hole that he has made.

16 His nmischief returns upon his own head,

and on his own skull his violence descends.

 17 I will give to the LORD the thanks due to his righteousness,

and I will osing praise to the name of the LORD, the Most High.

How Majestic Is Your Name

To the choirmaster: according to The pGittith.[1] A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 8  O LORD, our Lord,

how majestic is your qname in all the earth!

You have set your rglory above the heavens.

2 sOut of the mouth of babies and infants,

you have established tstrength because of your foes,

to still uthe enemy and the avenger.

 3 When I vlook at your heavens, the work of your wfingers,

the moon and the stars, xwhich you have set in place,

4 ywhat is man that you are zmindful of him,

and athe son of man that you bcare for him?

 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than cthe heavenly beings[2]

and crowned him with dglory and honor.

6 You have given him edominion over the works of your hands;

fyou have put all things under his feet,

7 all sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,

whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

 9 O LORD, our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

I Will Recount Your Wonderful Deeds

[1] To the choirmaster: according to Muth-labben.[2] A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 9  I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart;

I will recount all of your gwonderful deeds.

2 I will be glad and hexult in you;

I will ising praise to your name, jO Most High.

 3 When my enemies turn back,

they stumble and perish before[3] your presence.

4 For you have kmaintained my just cause;

you have lsat on the throne, giving righteous judgment.

 5 You have mrebuked the nations; you have made the wicked perish;

you have nblotted out their name forever and ever.

6 The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins;

their cities you rooted out;

the very memory of them has perished.

 7 But the LORD sits enthroned forever;

he has established his throne for justice,

8 and he ojudges the world with righteousness;

he pjudges the peoples with uprightness.

 9 The LORD is qa stronghold for rthe oppressed,

a stronghold in stimes of trouble.

10 And those who tknow your name put their trust in you,

for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.

 11 Sing praises to the LORD, who usits enthroned in Zion!

Tell among the peoples his vdeeds!

12 For he who wavenges blood is mindful of them;

he xdoes not forget the cry of the afflicted.

 13 yBe gracious to me, O LORD!

See my affliction from those who hate me,

O you who lift me up from zthe gates of death,

14 that I may recount all your praises,

that in the gates of athe daughter of Zion

I may brejoice in your salvation.

 15 The nations have sunk in cthe pit that they made;

in dthe net that they hid, their own foot has been caught.

16 The LORD has made himself eknown; he has executed judgment;

the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands. Higgaion.[4] Selah

 17 The wicked shall freturn to Sheol,

all the nations that gforget God.

 18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten,

and hthe hope of the poor shall not perish forever.

 19 iArise, O LORD! Let not jman prevail;

let the nations be judged before you!

20 Put them in fear, O LORD!

Let the nations know that they are but jmen! Selah

Why Do You Hide Yourself?

 PSALM 10  Why, O LORD, do you stand kfar away?

Why ldo you hide yourself in mtimes of trouble?

 2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor;

let them nbe caught in the schemes that they have devised.

3 For the wicked oboasts of the desires of his soul,

and the one greedy for gain pcurses[1] and qrenounces the LORD.

4 In the pride of his face[2] the wicked does not qseek him;[3]

all his thoughts are, rThere is no God.

5 His ways prosper at all times;

your judgments are on high, sout of his sight;

as for all his foes, he tpuffs at them.

6 He usays in his heart, I shall not be moved;

throughout all generations I vshall not meet adversity.

7 wHis mouth is filled with cursing and xdeceit and yoppression;

zunder his tongue are amischief and biniquity.

8 He sits in ambush in the villages;

in chiding places he murders the innocent.

His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless;

9 he lurks in ambush like da lion in his ethicket;

he flurks that he may seize the poor;

he seizes the poor when he draws him into his gnet.

10 The helpless are crushed, sink down,

and fall by his might.

11 He says in his heart, God has forgotten,

he has hhidden his face, he iwill never see it.

 12 jArise, O LORD; O God, klift up your hand;

lforget not the afflicted.

13 Why does the wicked mrenounce God

and say in his heart, You will not ncall to account?

14 But you do see, for you onote mischief and vexation,

that you may take it into your hands;

to you the helpless pcommits himself;

you have been qthe helper of the fatherless.

15 rBreak the arm of the wicked and evildoer;

scall his wickedness to account till you find none.

 16 tThe LORD is king forever and ever;

the unations perish from his land.

17 O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted;

you will vstrengthen their heart; you will incline your ear

18 to wdo justice to the fatherless and xthe oppressed,

so that yman who is of the earth may strike terror no more.

The LORD Is in His Holy Temple

To the choirmaster. Of David.

 PSALM 11  In the LORD I take refuge;

how can you say to my soul,

zFlee like a bird to your mountain,

2 for behold, the wicked abend the bow;

bthey have fitted their arrow to the string

to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart;

3 if cthe foundations are destroyed,

what can the righteous do?[1]

 4 dThe LORD is in his holy temple;

the LORDs ethrone is in heaven;

his eyes see, his eyelids ftest the children of man.

5 The LORD gtests the righteous,

but hhis soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.

6 Let him rain coals on the wicked;

ifire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be jthe portion of their cup.

7 For the LORD is righteous;

he kloves righteous deeds;

lthe upright shall behold his face.

The Faithful Have Vanished

To the choirmaster: according to The Sheminith.[1] A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 12  Save, O LORD, for mthe godly one is gone;

for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man.

2 Everyone nutters lies to his neighbor;

with oflattering lips and pa double heart they speak.

 3 May the LORD cut off all oflattering lips,

the tongue that makes qgreat boasts,

4 those who say, With our tongue we will prevail,

our lips are with us; who is master over us?

 5 Because rthe poor are plundered, because the needy groan,

sI will now arise, says the LORD;

I will place him in the tsafety for which he longs.

6 uThe words of the LORD are pure words,

like silver refined in a furnace on the ground,

purified seven times.

 7 You, O LORD, will keep them;

you will guard us[2] from this generation forever.

8 On every side the wicked prowl,

as vileness is exalted among the children of man.

How Long, O LORD?

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 13  vHow long, O LORD? Will you wforget me forever?

How long will you xhide your face from me?

2 How long must I take ycounsel in my soul

and have sorrow in my heart all the day?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?

 3 zConsider and answer me, O LORD my God;

alight up my eyes, lest bI sleep the sleep of death,

4 clest my enemy say, I have prevailed over him,

lest my foes rejoice because I am dshaken.

 5 But I have etrusted in your steadfast love;

my heart shall frejoice in your salvation.

6 I will sing to the LORD,

because he has dealt bountifully with me.

The Fool Says, There Is No God

To the choirmaster. Of David.

 PSALM 14  gThe hfool says in his heart, iThere is no God.

They are jcorrupt, they do abominable deeds,

kthere is none who does good.

 2 The LORD llooks down from heaven on the children of man,

to see if there are any who understand,[1]

who mseek after God.

 3 They have all turned aside; together they have become ncorrupt;

there is none who does good,

not even one.

 4 Have they no oknowledge, all the evildoers

who peat up my people as they eat bread

and qdo not call upon the LORD?

 5 There they are in great terror,

for God is with rthe generation of the righteous.

6 You would shame the plans of the poor,

but[2] the LORD is his srefuge.

 7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!

When the LORD trestores the fortunes of his people,

let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

Who Shall Dwell on Your Holy Hill?

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 15  O LORD, uwho shall sojourn in your vtent?

Who shall dwell on your wholy hill?

 2 He who xwalks blamelessly and ydoes what is right

and zspeaks truth in his heart;

3 who adoes not slander with his tongue

and does no evil to his neighbor,

nor btakes up a reproach against his friend;

4 cin whose eyes a vile person is despised,

but who honors those who fear the LORD;

who dswears to his own hurt and does not change;

5 who edoes not put out his money at interest

and fdoes not take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things shall never be gmoved.

You Will Not Abandon My Soul

A hMiktam[1] of David.

 PSALM 16  Preserve me, O God, for in you I itake refuge.

2 I say to the LORD, You are my Lord;

jI have no good apart from you.

 3 As for kthe saints in the land, they are the excellent ones,

in whom is all my delight.[2]

 4 The sorrows of those who run after[3] another god shall multiply;

their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out

or ltake their names on my lips.

 5 The LORD is mmy chosen portion and my ncup;

you hold my olot.

6 pThe lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;

indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.

 7 I bless the LORD who qgives me counsel;

in rthe night also my sheart instructs me.[4]

8 tI have uset the LORD always before me;

because he is at my vright hand, I shall not be wshaken.

 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my xwhole being[5] rejoices;

my flesh also dwells secure.

10 For you will not abandon my soul to ySheol,

zor let your aholy one see bcorruption.[6]

 11 You make known to me cthe path of life;

in your presence there is dfullness of joy;

at your right hand are epleasures forevermore.

In the Shadow of Your Wings

A fPrayer of David.

 PSALM 17  Hear a just cause, O LORD; gattend to my cry!

Give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit!

2 From your presence hlet my vindication come!

Let your eyes behold the right!

 3 You have itried my heart, you have jvisited me by knight,

you have ltested me, and you will find nothing;

I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress.

4 With regard to the works of man, by the word of your lips

I have avoided the ways of the violent.

5 My steps have mheld fast to your paths;

my feet have not slipped.

 6 I ncall upon you, for you will answer me, O God;

oincline your ear to me; hear my words.

7 pWondrously show[1] your steadfast love,

O Savior of those who seek refuge

from qtheir adversaries at your right hand.

 8 Keep me as rthe apple of your eye;

hide me in sthe shadow of your wings,

9 from the wicked who do me violence,

my deadly enemies who tsurround me.

 10 uThey close their hearts to pity;

with their mouths they vspeak arrogantly.

11 They have now surrounded our wsteps;

they set their eyes to xcast us to the ground.

12 He is like a lion eager to tear,

as a young lion ylurking in ambush.

 13 Arise, O LORD! Confront him, subdue him!

Deliver my soul from the wicked by your sword,

14 from men by your hand, O LORD,

from zmen of the world whose aportion is in this life.[2]

You fill their womb with treasure;[3]

they are satisfied with bchildren,

and they leave their abundance to their infants.

 15 As for me, I shall cbehold your face in righteousness;

when I dawake, I shall be esatisfied with your likeness.

The LORD Is My Rock and My Fortress

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, fthe servant of the LORD, gwho addressed the words of this hsong to the LORD on the day when the LORD rescued him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He said:

 PSALM 18  I love you, O LORD, my strength.

2 The LORD is my irock and my jfortress and my deliverer,

my God, my irock, in kwhom I take refuge,

my lshield, and mthe horn of my salvation, my nstronghold.

3 I call upon the LORD, who is oworthy to be praised,

and I am saved from my enemies.

 4 pThe cords of death encompassed me;

qthe torrents of destruction assailed me;[1]

5 pthe cords of Sheol entangled me;

the snares of death confronted me.

 6 rIn my distress I called upon the LORD;

to my God I cried for help.

From his stemple he heard my voice,

and my cry to him reached his ears.

 7 Then the earth treeled and rocked;

the foundations also of the mountains trembled

and quaked, because he was angry.

8 Smoke went up from his nostrils,[2]

and devouring ufire from his mouth;

glowing coals flamed forth from him.

9 He vbowed the heavens and wcame down;

xthick darkness was under his feet.

10 He rode on a cherub and flew;

he came swiftly on zthe wings of the wind.

11 He made darkness his covering, his acanopy around him,

thick clouds bdark with water.

12 Out of the brightness before him

chailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds.

 13 The LORD also dthundered in the heavens,

and the Most High uttered his evoice,

hailstones and coals of fire.

14 And he sent out his farrows and scattered them;

he flashed forth lightnings and grouted them.

15 Then hthe channels of the sea were seen,

and the foundations of the world were laid bare

at your irebuke, O LORD,

at the blast of jthe breath of your nostrils.

 16 He ksent from on high, he took me;

he ldrew me out of mmany waters.

17 He rescued me from my strong enemy

and from those who hated me,

for they were ntoo mighty for me.

18 They confronted me in the day of my calamity,

but the LORD was my support.

19 He brought me out into oa broad place;

he rescued me, because he pdelighted in me.

 20 The LORD dealt with me qaccording to my righteousness;

according to rthe cleanness of my hands he rewarded me.

21 For I have skept the ways of the LORD,

and have not wickedly departed from my God.

22 For tall his rules[3] were before me,

and his statutes I did not put away from me.

23 I was ublameless before him,

and I kept myself from my guilt.

24 So the LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness,

according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight.

 25 With vthe merciful you show yourself merciful;

with the blameless man you show yourself blameless;

26 with the purified you show yourself pure;

and with wthe crooked you make yourself seem tortuous.

27 For you save xa humble people,

but ythe haughty eyes you bring down.

28 For it is you who light my zlamp;

the LORD my God lightens my darkness.

29 For by you I can run against a troop,

and by my God I can aleap over ba wall.

30 This Godhis way is cperfect;[4]

the word of the LORD dproves true;

he is ea shield for all those who ftake refuge in him.

 31 For gwho is God, but the LORD?

And who is ha rock, except our God?

32 the God who iequipped me with strength

and made my way jblameless.

33 He made my feet like the feet of a kdeer

and set me secure on lthe heights.

34 He mtrains my hands for war,

so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.

35 You have given me the shield of your salvation,

and your right hand nsupported me,

and your ogentleness made me great.

36 You pgave a wide place for my steps under me,

and my feet did not slip.

37 I pursued my enemies and overtook them,

and did not turn back till they were consumed.

38 I thrust them through, so that they were not able to rise;

they fell under my feet.

39 For you equipped me with strength for the battle;

you made those who rise against me sink under me.

40 You made my enemies qturn their backs to me,[5]

and those who hated me I destroyed.

41 rThey cried for help, but there was none to save;

they cried to the LORD, but he did not answer them.

42 I beat them fine as sdust before the wind;

I cast them out like tthe mire of the streets.

 43 You delivered me from ustrife with the people;

you made me vthe head of the nations;

wpeople whom I had not known served me.

44 As soon as they heard of me they obeyed me;

xforeigners ycame cringing to me.

45 xForeigners lost heart

and zcame trembling out of their fortresses.

 46 The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock,

and exalted be the God of my salvation

47 the God who gave me vengeance

and asubdued peoples under me,

48 who delivered me from my enemies;

yes, you bexalted me above those who rose against me;

you rescued me from cthe man of violence.

 49 dFor this I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations,

and esing to your name.

50 Great fsalvation he brings to his king,

and shows steadfast love to his ganointed,

to hDavid and his offspring forever.

The Law of the LORD Is Perfect

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 19  iThe heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky above[1] proclaims his handiwork.

2 Day to day pours out speech,

and night to night reveals knowledge.

3 There is no speech, nor are there words,

whose voice is not heard.

4 jTheir kvoice[2] goes out through all the earth,

and their words to the end of the world.

In them he has set a tent for lthe sun,

5 mwhich comes out like na bridegroom leaving his chamber,

and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,

and its circuit to the end of them,

and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

 7 oThe law of the LORD is perfect,[3]

previving the soul;

qthe testimony of the LORD is rsure,

smaking wise tthe simple;

8 uthe precepts of the LORD are right,

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the LORD is vpure,

wenlightening the eyes;

9 the fear of the LORD is clean,

enduring forever;

the rules[4] of the LORD are xtrue,

and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than ygold,

even much zfine gold;

asweeter also than honey

and drippings of bthe honeycomb.

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;

cin keeping them there is great reward.

 12 dWho can discern his errors?

eDeclare me innocent from fhidden faults.

13 gKeep back your servant also from hpresumptuous sins;

let them not have idominion over me!

Then I shall be blameless,

and innocent of great transgression.

 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart

be acceptable in your sight,

O LORD, my jrock and my kredeemer.

Trust in the Name of the LORD Our God

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 20  May the LORD lanswer you in the day of trouble!

May mthe name of the God of Jacob nprotect you!

2 May he send you help from othe sanctuary

and give you support from pZion!

3 May he qremember all your offerings

and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices! Selah

 4 May he rgrant you your hearts desire

and fulfill all your plans!

5 May we shout for joy over syour salvation,

and in the name of our God set up our tbanners!

May the LORD fulfill all your petitions!

 6 Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed;

he will answer him from his holy heaven

with uthe saving might of his right hand.

7 Some trust in vchariots and some in whorses,

xbut we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

8 They collapse and fall,

but we rise and stand upright.

 9 O LORD, save ythe king!

May he answer us when we call.

	

The King Rejoices in the LORDs Strength

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 21  O LORD, in your zstrength the king rejoices,

and in your asalvation how greatly he exults!

2 You have bgiven him his hearts desire

and have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah

3 For you cmeet him with rich blessings;

you set da crown of efine gold upon his head.

4 He asked life of you; you fgave it to him,

glength of days forever and ever.

5 His hglory is great through your salvation;

isplendor and majesty you bestow on him.

6 For you make him most blessed forever;[1]

you make him glad with the jjoy of your presence.

7 For the king trusts in the LORD,

and through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall not be kmoved.

 8 Your hand will lfind out all your enemies;

your right hand will find out those who hate you.

9 You will make them as ma blazing oven

when you appear.

The LORD will swallow them up in his nwrath,

and ofire will consume them.

10 You pwill destroy their qdescendants from the earth,

and their offspring from among the children of man.

11 Though they plan evil against you,

though they rdevise mischief, they will not succeed.

12 For you will put them sto flight;

you will taim at their faces with your bows.

 13 Be exalted, O LORD, in your strength!

We will sing and praise your power.

Why Have You Forsaken Me?

To the choirmaster: according to The Doe of the Dawn. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 22  uMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so vfar from saving me, from the words of my wgroaning?

2 O my God, I cry by xday, but you do not answer,

and by night, but I find no rest.

 3 Yet you are yholy,

zenthroned on athe praises[1] of Israel.

4 In you our fathers trusted;

they trusted, and you delivered them.

5 To you they bcried and were rescued;

in you they ctrusted and were not put to shame.

 6 But I am da worm and not a man,

escorned by mankind and fdespised by the people.

7 All who see me gmock me;

they make mouths at me; they hwag their heads;

8 iHe trusts in the LORD; let him jdeliver him;

let him rescue him, for he kdelights in him!

 9 Yet you are he who ltook me from the womb;

you made me trust you at my mothers breasts.

10 On you was I cast from my birth,

and from mmy mothers womb you have been my God.

11 Be not nfar from me,

for trouble is near,

and there is onone to help.

 12 Many bulls encompass me;

pstrong bulls of qBashan surround me;

13 they ropen wide their mouths at me,

like a ravening and roaring lion.

 14 I am spoured out like water,

and all my bones are tout of joint;

my uheart is like vwax;

it is melted within my breast;

15 my strength is wdried up like a potsherd,

and my xtongue sticks to my jaws;

you lay me in the dust of death.

 16 For ydogs encompass me;

a company of evildoers zencircles me;

they have apierced my hands and feet[2]

17 I can count all my bones

they bstare and gloat over me;

18 cthey divide my garments among them,

and for my clothing they cast lots.

 19 But you, O LORD, ndo not be far off!

O you my help, dcome quickly to my aid!

20 Deliver my soul from the sword,

my precious life from the power of ethe dog!

21 Save me from fthe mouth of the lion!

You have rescued[3] me from the horns of gthe wild oxen!

 22 hI will tell of your name to my ibrothers;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:

23 You who jfear the LORD, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, kglorify him,

and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

24 For he has not despised or abhorred

the affliction of lthe afflicted,

and he has not mhidden his face from him,

but has heard, when he ncried to him.

 25 From you comes my praise in the great ocongregation;

my pvows I will qperform before those who fear him.

26 rThe afflicted[4] shall seat and be satisfied;

those who seek him shall praise the LORD!

May your hearts tlive forever!

 27 All uthe ends of the earth shall remember

and turn to the LORD,

and all vthe families of the nations

shall worship before you.

28 For wkingship belongs to the LORD,

and he rules over the nations.

 29 All xthe prosperous of the earth eat and worship;

before him shall ybow all who go down to the dust,

even the one who could not zkeep himself alive.

30 Posterity shall serve him;

it shall be told of the Lord to the coming ageneration;

31 they shall bcome and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet cunborn,

that he has done it.

The LORD Is My Shepherd

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 23  The LORD is my dshepherd; I shall not ewant.

2 He makes me lie down in green fpastures.

He leads me beside still waters.[1]

3 He grestores my soul.

He hleads me in ipaths of righteousness[2]

for his jnames sake.

 4 Even though I kwalk through the valley of lthe shadow of death,[3]

I will mfear no evil,

for nyou are with me;

your orod and your staff,

they comfort me.

 5 You pprepare a table before me

in qthe presence of my enemies;

you ranoint my head with oil;

my scup overflows.

6 Surely[4] goodness and mercy[5] shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall tdwell[6] in the house of the LORD

uforever.[7]

The King of Glory

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 24  vThe earth is the LORDs and the fullness thereof,[1]

the world and those who dwell therein,

2 for he has wfounded it upon xthe seas

and established it upon the rivers.

 3 yWho shall ascend the hill of the LORD?

And who shall stand in his zholy place?

4 aHe who has bclean hands and ca pure heart,

who does not dlift up his soul to ewhat is false

and does not swear deceitfully.

5 He will receive fblessing from the LORD

and grighteousness from hthe God of his salvation.

6 Such is ithe generation of those who seek him,

who jseek the face of the God of Jacob.[2] Selah

 7 kLift up your heads, O gates!

And be lifted up, O ancient doors,

that lthe King of glory may come in.

8 Who is this King of glory?

The LORD, strong and mighty,

the LORD, mmighty in battle!

9 Lift up your heads, O gates!

And lift them up, O ancient doors,

that the King of glory may come in.

10 Who is this King of glory?

nThe LORD of hosts,

he is the King of glory! Selah

Teach Me Your Paths

[1] Of David.

 PSALM 25  To you, O LORD, I olift up my soul.

2 O my God, in you I ptrust;

qlet me not be put to shame;

rlet not my enemies exult over me.

3 Indeed, snone who wait for you shall be put to shame;

they shall be ashamed who are twantonly utreacherous.

 4 vMake me to know your ways, O LORD;

teach me your paths.

5 Lead me in your wtruth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation;

for you I wait all the day long.

 6 Remember your xmercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,

yfor they have been from of old.

7 Remember not zthe sins of my youth or my transgressions;

according to your asteadfast love remember me,

for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!

 8 bGood and upright is the LORD;

therefore he cinstructs sinners in the way.

9 He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way.

10 All the paths of the LORD are dsteadfast love and faithfulness,

for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

 11 For your enames sake, O LORD,

pardon my guilt, for it is fgreat.

12 Who is the man who fears the LORD?

Him cwill he instruct in the way that he should choose.

13 His soul shall gabide in well-being,

and his hoffspring ishall inherit the land.

14 jThe friendship[2] of the LORD is for those who fear him,

and he makes known to them his covenant.

15 My keyes are ever toward the LORD,

for he will lpluck my feet out of the net.

 16 mTurn to me and be gracious to me,

for I am lonely and afflicted.

17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged;

bring me out of my distresses.

18 nConsider my affliction and my trouble,

and forgive all my sins.

 19 Consider how many are my foes,

and with what violent hatred they hate me.

20 Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!

oLet me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.

21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me,

for I wait for you.

 22 pRedeem Israel, O God,

out of all his troubles.

I Will Bless the LORD

Of David.

 PSALM 26  qVindicate me, O LORD,

for I have rwalked in my integrity,

and I have strusted in the LORD without wavering.

2 tProve me, O LORD, and try me;

test my heart and umy mind.[1]

3 For your vsteadfast love is before my eyes,

and I wwalk in your vfaithfulness.

 4 I do not xsit with men of yfalsehood,

nor do I consort with hypocrites.

5 I zhate the assembly of evildoers,

and I will not sit with the wicked.

 6 I awash my hands in innocence

and go around your altar, O LORD,

7 proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,

and telling all your bwondrous deeds.

 8 O LORD, I clove the habitation of your house

and the place where your glory dwells.

9 dDo not sweep my soul away with sinners,

nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

10 in whose hands are evil devices,

and whose right hands are full of ebribes.

 11 But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity;

redeem me, and be gracious to me.

12 My foot stands on flevel ground;

in gthe great assembly I will bless the LORD.

The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation

Of David.

 PSALM 27  The LORD is my hlight and my isalvation;

jwhom shall I fear?

The LORD is the stronghold[1] of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid?

 2 When evildoers assail me

to keat up my flesh,

my adversaries and foes,

it is they who stumble and fall.

 3 lThough an army encamp against me,

my heart shall not fear;

though war arise against me,

yet[2] I will be confident.

 4 mOne thing have I asked of the LORD,

that will I seek after:

that I may ndwell in the house of the LORD

all the days of my life,

to gaze upon othe beauty of the LORD

and to inquire[3] in his temple.

 5 For he will phide me in his shelter

in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;

he will qlift me high upon a rock.

 6 And now my rhead shall be lifted up

above my enemies all around me,

and I will offer in his tent

sacrifices with shouts of sjoy;

tI will sing and make melody to the LORD.

 7 uHear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;

be gracious to me and answer me!

8 You have said, vSeek[4] my face.

My heart says to you,

Your face, LORD, do I seek.[5]

9 wHide not your face from me.

Turn not your servant away in anger,

O you who have been my help.

Cast me not off; forsake me not,

xO God of my salvation!

10 For ymy father and my mother have forsaken me,

but the LORD will ztake me in.

 11 aTeach me your way, O LORD,

and lead me on ba level path

because of my enemies.

12 cGive me not up to the will of my adversaries;

for dfalse witnesses have risen against me,

and they ebreathe out violence.

 13 I believe[6] that I shall look upon fthe goodness of the LORD

in gthe land of the living!

14 hWait for the LORD;

ibe strong, and let your heart take courage;

wait for the LORD!

The LORD Is My Strength and My Shield

Of David.

 PSALM 28  To you, O LORD, I call;

jmy rock, be not deaf to me,

lest, if you kbe silent to me,

I become like those who lgo down to the pit.

2 mHear the voice of my pleas for mercy,

when I cry to you for help,

when I nlift up my hands

otoward your most holy sanctuary.[1]

 3 Do not pdrag me off with the wicked,

with the workers of evil,

qwho speak peace with their neighbors

while evil is in their hearts.

4 rGive to them according to their work

and according to the evil of their deeds;

give to them according to the work of their hands;

srender them their due reward.

5 Because they tdo not regard the works of the LORD

or the work of his hands,

he will tear them down and build them up no more.

 6 Blessed be the LORD!

For he has uheard the voice of my pleas for mercy.

7 The LORD is my strength and vmy shield;

in him my heart wtrusts, and I am helped;

my heart exults,

and with my xsong I give thanks to him.

 8 The LORD is the strength of his people;[2]

he is ythe saving refuge of his anointed.

9 Oh, save your people and bless zyour heritage!

aBe their shepherd and bcarry them forever.

Ascribe to the LORD Glory

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 29  Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,[1]

cascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;

worship the LORD in dthe splendor of holiness.[2]

 3 The voice of the LORD is over ethe waters;

the God of glory fthunders,

the LORD, over many waters.

4 The voice of the LORD is gpowerful;

the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;

the LORD breaks hthe cedars of Lebanon.

6 He makes Lebanon to iskip like a calf,

and jSirion like a young kwild ox.

 7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;

the LORD shakes the wilderness of lKadesh.

 9 The voice of the LORD makes mthe deer give birth[3]

and strips the forests bare,

and in his temple all cry, Glory!

 10 The LORD sits enthroned over nthe flood;

the LORD sits enthroned oas king forever.

11 May the LORD give pstrength to his people!

May the LORD bless[4] his people with qpeace!

Joy Comes with the Morning

A Psalm of David. A song at the dedication of rthe temple.

 PSALM 30  I will sextol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up

and have not let my foes trejoice over me.

2 O LORD my God, I ucried to you for help,

and you have vhealed me.

3 O LORD, you have brought up my soul from wSheol;

you restored me to life from among those who xgo down to the pit.[1]

 4 Sing praises to the LORD, O you yhis saints,

and zgive thanks to his holy name.[2]

5 aFor his anger is but for a moment,

and bhis favor is for a lifetime.[3]

cWeeping may tarry for the night,

but djoy comes with the morning.

 6 As for me, I said in my eprosperity,

I shall never be fmoved.

7 By your favor, O LORD,

you made my gmountain stand strong;

you hhid your face;

I was idismayed.

 8 To you, O LORD, I cry,

and jto the Lord I plead for mercy:

9 What profit is there in my death,[4]

if I go down to the pit?[5]

Will kthe dust praise you?

Will it tell of your faithfulness?

10 lHear, O LORD, and be merciful to me!

O LORD, be my helper!

 11 You have turned for me my mourning into mdancing;

you have loosed my sackcloth

and clothed me with gladness,

12 that my nglory may sing your praise and not be silent.

O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!

Into Your Hand I Commit My Spirit

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 31  oIn you, O LORD, do I ptake refuge;

qlet me never be put to shame;

in your rrighteousness deliver me!

2 Incline your ear to me;

rescue me speedily!

Be sa rock of trefuge for me,

a strong fortress to save me!

 3 For you are my rock and my fortress;

and for your unames sake you lead me and guide me;

4 you vtake me out of wthe net they have hidden for me,

for you are my xrefuge.

5 yInto your hand I commit my spirit;

you have redeemed me, O LORD, zfaithful God.

 6 I ahate[1] those who pay bregard to worthless cidols,

but I trust in the LORD.

7 I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love,

because you have seen my affliction;

you have dknown the distress of my soul,

8 and you have not edelivered me into the hand of the enemy;

you have set my feet in fa broad place.

 9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am gin distress;

hmy eye is wasted from grief;

my soul and my body also.

10 For my life is spent with sorrow,

and my years with sighing;

my strength fails because of my iniquity,

and imy bones waste away.

 11 Because of all my adversaries I have become ja reproach,

especially to my kneighbors,

and an object of dread to my acquaintances;

those who see me in the street lflee from me.

12 I have been mforgotten like one who is dead;

I have become like na broken vessel.

13 For I ohear the whispering of many

terror on every side!

pas they scheme together against me,

as they plot to take my life.

 14 But I qtrust in you, O LORD;

I say, You are my God.

15 My rtimes are in your hand;

srescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors!

16 tMake your face shine on your servant;

save me in your steadfast love!

17 O LORD, ulet me not be put to shame,

for I call upon you;

let the wicked be put to shame;

let them go vsilently to Sheol.

18 Let the lying lips be mute,

which wspeak xinsolently against the righteous

in pride and contempt.

 19 Oh, how abundant is your goodness,

which you have stored up for those who fear you

and worked for those who take refuge in you,

yin the sight of the children of mankind!

20 In zthe cover of your presence you hide them

from the plots of men;

you astore them in your shelter

from the strife of tongues.

 21 Blessed be the LORD,

for he has wondrously bshown his steadfast love to me

when I was in ca besieged city.

22 I had said in my dalarm,[2]

I am ecut off from fyour sight.

But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy

when I cried to you for help.

 23 Love the LORD, all you his gsaints!

The LORD preserves the faithful

but abundantly hrepays the one who acts in pride.

24 iBe strong, and let your heart take courage,

all you who wait for the LORD!

Blessed Are the Forgiven

A Maskil[1] of David.

 PSALM 32  jBlessed is the one whose ktransgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD lcounts no iniquity,

and in whose spirit mthere is no deceit.

 3 For when I kept silent, my nbones wasted away

through my ogroaning all day long.

4 For day and night your phand was heavy upon me;

my strength was dried up[2] as by the heat of summer. Selah

 5 I qacknowledged my sin to you,

and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, I rwill confess my transgressions to the LORD,

and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah

 6 Therefore let everyone who is sgodly

offer prayer to you at a time when you tmay be found;

surely in the rush of ugreat waters,

they shall not reach him.

7 You are a vhiding place for me;

you preserve me from wtrouble;

you surround me with xshouts of deliverance. Selah

 8 I will yinstruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

I will zcounsel you with my eye upon you.

9 aBe not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,

which must be curbed with bbit and bridle,

or it will not stay near you.

 10 cMany are the sorrows of the wicked,

but steadfast love surrounds the one who dtrusts in the LORD.

11 eBe glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,

and fshout for joy, all you gupright in heart!

The Steadfast Love of the LORD

 PSALM 33  hShout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous!

iPraise befits the upright.

2 Give thanks to the LORD with the jlyre;

make melody to him with jthe harp of kten strings!

3 Sing to him la new song;

play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.

 4 For the word of the LORD is upright,

and all his work is done in mfaithfulness.

5 He nloves righteousness and justice;

othe earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD.

 6 By pthe word of the LORD the heavens were made,

and by qthe breath of his mouth all rtheir host.

7 He gathers the waters of the sea as sa heap;

he tputs the deeps in storehouses.

 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD;

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!

9 For uhe spoke, and it came to be;

he commanded, and it stood firm.

 10 The LORD vbrings the counsel of the nations to nothing;

he frustrates the plans of the peoples.

11 wThe counsel of the LORD stands forever,

the plans of his heart to all generations.

12 xBlessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,

the people whom he has ychosen as his heritage!

 13 The LORD zlooks down from heaven;

he sees all the children of man;

14 from awhere he sits enthroned he blooks out

on all the inhabitants of the earth,

15 he who fashions the hearts of them all

and observes all their deeds.

16 cThe king is not saved by his great army;

a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.

17 dThe war horse is a false hope for salvation,

and by its great might it cannot rescue.

 18 Behold, ethe eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,

fon those who hope in his steadfast love,

19 that he may gdeliver their soul from death

and keep them alive in hfamine.

 20 Our soul iwaits for the LORD;

he is our jhelp and kour shield.

21 For our heart is lglad in him,

because we mtrust in his holy name.

22 Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,

even as we hope in you.

Taste and See That the LORD Is Good

[1] Of David, when he nchanged his behavior before oAbimelech, so that he drove him out, and he went away.

 PSALM 34  I will bless the LORD pat all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

2 My soul qmakes its boast in the LORD;

let the humble hear and rbe glad.

3 Oh, smagnify the LORD with me,

and let us exalt his name together!

 4 I tsought the LORD, and he answered me

and delivered me from all my fears.

5 Those who look to him are uradiant,

and their faces shall never be ashamed.

6 vThis poor man cried, and the LORD heard him

and wsaved him out of all his troubles.

7 xThe angel of the LORD yencamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.

 8 Oh, ztaste and see that athe LORD is good!

bBlessed is the man who takes refuge in him!

9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints,

for those who fear him have no lack!

10 cThe young lions suffer want and hunger;

but those who dseek the LORD lack no good thing.

 11 eCome, O children, listen to me;

fI will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 gWhat man is there who desires life

and loves many days, that he may hsee good?

13 iKeep your tongue from evil

and your lips from jspeaking deceit.

14 kTurn away from evil and do good;

seek peace and lpursue it.

 15 mThe eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous

nand his ears toward their cry.

16 oThe face of the LORD is against those who do evil,

to pcut off the memory of them from the earth.

17 nWhen the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears

and delivers them out of all their troubles.

18 The LORD is near to qthe brokenhearted

and saves rthe crushed in spirit.

 19 sMany are the afflictions of the righteous,

tbut the LORD delivers him out of them all.

20 He keeps all his bones;

unot one of them is broken.

21 vAffliction will slay the wicked,

and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.

22 The LORD wredeems the life of his servants;

none of those who take refuge in him will be xcondemned.

Great Is the LORD

Of David.

 PSALM 35  Contend, O LORD, with those who ycontend with me;

zfight against those who fight against me!

2 Take hold of ashield and buckler

and rise for my help!

3 Draw the spear and javelin[1]

against my pursuers!

Say to my soul,

I am your salvation!

 4 bLet them be cput to shame and dishonor

who seek after my life!

Let them be dturned back and disappointed

who devise evil against me!

5 Let them be like echaff before the wind,

with the angel of the LORD driving them away!

6 Let their way be dark and fslippery,

with the angel of the LORD pursuing them!

 7 For gwithout cause hthey hid their net for me;

without cause they dug ia pit for my life.[2]

8 Let jdestruction come upon him kwhen he does not know it!

And let the net that he hid ensnare him;

let him fall into itto his destruction!

 9 Then my soul will rejoice in the LORD,

lexulting in his salvation.

10 All my mbones shall say,

O LORD, nwho is like you,

delivering the poor

from him who is too strong for him,

the poor and needy from him who robs him?

 11 oMalicious[3] witnesses rise up;

they ask me of things that I do not know.

12 pThey repay me evil for good;

my soul is bereft.[4]

13 But I, qwhen they were sick

I rwore sackcloth;

I safflicted myself with fasting;

I prayed twith head bowed[5] on my chest.

14 I went about as though I grieved for my friend or my brother;

as one who laments his mother,

I ubowed down in mourning.

 15 But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered;

they gathered together against me;

vwretches whom I did not know

tore at me without ceasing;

16 like profane mockers at a feast,[6]

they wgnash at me with their teeth.

 17 How long, O Lord, will you xlook on?

Rescue me from their destruction,

ymy precious life from the lions!

18 I will thank you in zthe great congregation;

in the mighty throng I will praise you.

 19 aLet not those rejoice over me

who are bwrongfully my foes,

and let not those cwink the eye

who dhate me ewithout cause.

20 For they do not speak peace,

but against those who are quiet in the land

they devise words of deceit.

21 They fopen wide their mouths against me;

they say, gAha, Aha!

Our eyes have seen it!

 22 hYou have seen, O LORD; ibe not silent!

O Lord, jbe not far from me!

23 Awake and krouse yourself for lmy vindication,

for my cause, my God and my Lord!

24 mVindicate me, O LORD, my God,

according to your righteousness,

and nlet them not rejoice over me!

25 Let them not say in their hearts,

oAha, our hearts desire!

Let them not say, pWe have swallowed him up.

 26 Let them be qput to shame and disappointed altogether

who rejoice at my calamity!

Let them be rclothed with shame and dishonor

who smagnify themselves against me!

 27 Let those who delight in my righteousness

shout for joy and be glad

tand say evermore,

uGreat is the LORD,

who vdelights in the welfare of his servant!

28 Then my wtongue shall tell of your righteousness

and of your praise all the day long.

How Precious Is Your Steadfast Love

To the choirmaster. Of David, the xservant of the LORD.

 PSALM 36  Transgression speaks to the wicked

deep in his heart;[1]

ythere is no fear of God

before his eyes.

2 zFor he flatters himself in his own eyes

that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.

3 The words of his mouth are atrouble and deceit;

bhe has ceased to act wisely and do good.

4 He cplots dtrouble while on his bed;

he sets himself in ea way that is not good;

fhe does not reject evil.

 5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,

your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 gYour righteousness is like the mountains of God;

hyour judgments are like the great deep;

man and beast you isave, O LORD.

 7 jHow precious is your steadfast love, O God!

The children of mankind take refuge kin the shadow of your wings.

8 They feast on lthe abundance of your house,

and you give them drink from mthe river of nyour delights.

9 For with you is othe fountain of life;

pin your light do we see light.

 10 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who qknow you,

and your righteousness to rthe upright of heart!

11 Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,

nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.

12 There sthe evildoers lie fallen;

they are thrust down, tunable to rise.

He Will Not Forsake His Saints

[1] Of David.

 PSALM 37  uFret not yourself because of evildoers;

be not venvious of wrongdoers!

2 For they will soon wfade like xthe grass

and wither ylike the green herb.

 3 zTrust in the LORD, and do good;

adwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.[2]

4 bDelight yourself in the LORD,

and he will cgive you the desires of your heart.

 5 dCommit your way to the LORD;

ztrust in him, and he will act.

6 eHe will bring forth your righteousness as the light,

and your justice as fthe noonday.

 7 gBe still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;

hfret not yourself over the one who iprospers in his way,

over the man who carries out evil devices!

 8 jRefrain from anger, and forsake wrath!

hFret not yourself; it tends only to evil.

9 kFor the evildoers shall be cut off,

but those who wait for the LORD shall linherit the land.

 10 In mjust a little while, the wicked will be no more;

though you look carefully at nhis place, he will not be there.

11 But othe meek shall inherit the land

and delight themselves in pabundant peace.

 12 The wicked qplots against the righteous

and rgnashes his teeth at him,

13 but the Lord slaughs at the wicked,

for he sees that his tday is coming.

 14 The wicked draw the sword and ubend their bows

to bring down the poor and needy,

to slay those whose vway is upright;

15 their sword shall enter their own heart,

and their wbows shall be broken.

 16 xBetter is the little that the righteous has

than the abundance of many wicked.

17 For ythe arms of the wicked shall be broken,

but the LORD zupholds the righteous.

 18 The LORD aknows the days of the blameless,

and their bheritage will remain forever;

19 they are not put to shame in evil times;

in cthe days of famine they have abundance.

 20 But the wicked will perish;

the enemies of the LORD are like dthe glory of the pastures;

they vanishlike esmoke they vanish away.

 21 The wicked borrows but does not pay back,

but the righteous fis generous and gives;

22 for those blessed by the LORD[3] shall ginherit the land,

but those cursed by him hshall be cut off.

 23 The isteps of a man are jestablished by the LORD,

when he delights in his way;

24 kthough he fall, he shall not be cast headlong,

for the LORD lupholds his hand.

 25 I have been young, and now am old,

yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken

or his children mbegging for bread.

26 He is ever nlending generously,

and his children become a blessing.

 27 oTurn away from evil and do good;

so shall you pdwell forever.

28 For the LORD qloves justice;

he will not forsake his rsaints.

They are preserved forever,

but the children of the wicked shall be scut off.

29 The righteous shall inherit the land

and pdwell upon it forever.

 30 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom,

and his tongue speaks justice.

31 tThe law of his God is in his heart;

his usteps do not slip.

 32 The wicked vwatches for the righteous

and seeks to put him to death.

33 The LORD will not wabandon him to his power

or let him xbe condemned when he is brought to trial.

 34 yWait for the LORD and keep his way,

and he will exalt you to inherit the land;

you will look on zwhen the wicked are cut off.

 35 aI have seen a wicked, ruthless man,

spreading himself like ba green laurel tree.[4]

36 But he passed away,[5] and behold, che was no more;

though I sought him, he could not be found.

 37 Mark the blameless and behold the upright,

for there is a future for the man of dpeace.

38 But etransgressors shall be altogether destroyed;

the future of the wicked fshall be cut off.

 39 gThe salvation of the righteous is from the LORD;

he is their stronghold in hthe time of trouble.

40 The LORD helps them and idelivers them;

jhe delivers them from the wicked and saves them,

because they ktake refuge in him.

Do Not Forsake Me, O LORD

A Psalm of David, lfor the memorial offering.

 PSALM 38  O LORD, mrebuke me not in your anger,

nor discipline me in your wrath!

2 For your narrows have sunk into me,

and your hand ohas come down on me.

 3 There is pno soundness in my flesh

because of your indignation;

there is no health in my qbones

because of my sin.

4 For my riniquities have gone over my head;

like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.

 5 My wounds stink and fester

because of my foolishness,

6 I am sutterly bowed down and tprostrate;

all the day I ugo about mourning.

7 For my sides are filled with burning,

and there is pno soundness in my flesh.

8 I am feeble and crushed;

I vgroan because of the tumult of my heart.

 9 O Lord, all my longing is before you;

my wsighing is not hidden from you.

10 My heart throbs; my strength fails me,

and xthe light of my eyesit also has gone from me.

11 My yfriends and companions zstand aloof from my aplague,

and my nearest kin bstand far off.

 12 Those who seek my life clay their snares;

those who seek my hurt dspeak of ruin

and meditate etreachery all day long.

 13 But I am like a deaf man; I do not hear,

like fa mute man who does not open his mouth.

14 I have become like a man who does not hear,

and in whose mouth are no grebukes.

 15 But for hyou, O LORD, do I wait;

it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer.

16 For I said, Only ilet them not rejoice over me,

who jboast against me when my kfoot slips!

 17 For I am lready to fall,

and my pain is ever before me.

18 I mconfess my iniquity;

I am nsorry for my sin.

19 But my foes are vigorous, they are mighty,

and many are those who hate me owrongfully.

20 Those who prender me evil for good

qaccuse me because I rfollow after good.

 21 Do not forsake me, O LORD!

O my God, be not sfar from me!

22 tMake haste to help me,

O Lord, my usalvation!

What Is the Measure of My Days?

To the choirmaster: to vJeduthun. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 39  I said, I will wguard my ways,

that I xmay not sin with my tongue;

I will yguard my mouth with a muzzle,

so long as the wicked are in my presence.

2 I was zmute and silent;

I held my peace to no avail,

and my distress grew worse.

3 My aheart became hot within me.

As I mused, the fire burned;

then I spoke with my tongue:

 4 O LORD, bmake me know my end

and what is the measure of my days;

let me know how fleeting I am!

5 Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths,

and cmy lifetime is as nothing before you.

Surely dall mankind stands as a mere breath! Selah

6 Surely a man egoes about as a shadow!

Surely for nothing[1] they are in turmoil;

man fheaps up wealth and does not know who will gather!

 7 And now, O Lord, for what do I wait?

gMy hope is in you.

8 Deliver me from all my transgressions.

hDo not make me the scorn of the fool!

9 iI am mute; I do not open my mouth,

jfor it is you who have done it.

10 kRemove your stroke from me;

I am spent by the hostility of your hand.

11 When you discipline a man

with lrebukes for sin,

you mconsume like a nmoth what is dear to him;

osurely all mankind is a mere breath! Selah

 12 pHear my prayer, O LORD,

and give ear to my cry;

hold not your peace at my tears!

For I am qa sojourner with you,

qa guest, like all my fathers.

13 rLook away from me, that I may smile again,

sbefore I depart and tam no more!

My Help and My Deliverer

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 40  I uwaited patiently for the LORD;

he inclined to me and vheard my cry.

2 He drew me up from wthe pit of destruction,

out of xthe miry bog,

and yset my feet upon a rock,

zmaking my steps secure.

3 He put aa new song in my mouth,

a song of praise to our God.

Many will bsee and fear,

and put their trust in the LORD.

 4 Blessed is the man who cmakes

the LORD his trust,

who does not turn to the proud,

to those who dgo astray after a lie!

5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God,

your ewondrous deeds and your fthoughts toward us;

none can compare with you!

I will proclaim and tell of them,

yet they are gmore than can be told.

 6 hIn sacrifice and offering you have not delighted,

but you have given me an open iear.[1]

Burnt offering and sin offering

you have not required.

7 Then I said, Behold, I have come;

in the scroll of the book it is written jof me:

8 kI delight to do your will, O my God;

your law is lwithin my heart.

 9 I have told the glad news of deliverance[2]

in mthe great congregation;

behold, I have not nrestrained my lips,

oas you know, O LORD.

10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart;

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness

from the great congregation.

 11 As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain

your mercy from me;

your psteadfast love and your faithfulness will

ever preserve me!

12 For evils have qencompassed me

beyond number;

my riniquities have overtaken me,

and I cannot ssee;

they are tmore than the hairs of my head;

my heart ufails me.

 13 vBe pleased, O LORD, to wdeliver me!

O LORD, xmake haste to help me!

14 yLet those be put to shame and disappointed altogether

who seek to snatch away my life;

let those be zturned back and brought to dishonor

who delight in my hurt!

15 Let those be appalled because of their shame

who asay to me, Aha, Aha!

 16 But may all who seek you

rejoice and be glad in you;

may those who love your salvation

bsay continually, Great is the LORD!

17 As for me, I am cpoor and needy,

but dthe Lord takes thought for me.

You are my help and my deliverer;

do not delay, O my God!

O LORD, Be Gracious to Me

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 41  eBlessed is the one who considers the poor![1]

fIn the day of trouble the LORD delivers him;

2 the LORD protects him and keeps him alive;

he is called blessed in the land;

you gdo not give him up to the will of his enemies.

3 The LORD sustains him on his sickbed;

in his illness you restore him to full health.[2]

 4 As for me, I said, O LORD, hbe gracious to me;

iheal me,[3] for I have sinned against you!

5 My enemies say of me in malice,

When will he die, and his name perish?

6 And when one comes to see me, jhe utters empty words,

while his heart gathers iniquity;

when he goes out, he tells it abroad.

7 All who hate me whisper together about me;

they imagine the worst for me.[4]

 8 They say, A deadly thing is poured out[5] on him;

he will not rise again from where he lies.

9 Even my kclose friend in whom I trusted,

who late my bread, has lifted his heel against me.

10 But you, O LORD, be gracious to me,

and raise me up, that I may repay them!

 11 By this I know that myou delight in me:

my enemy will not shout in triumph over me.

12 But nyou have upheld me because of omy integrity,

and pset me in your presence qforever.

 13 rBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting!

Amen and Amen.

Book Two

Why Are You Cast Down, O My Soul?

To the choirmaster. A Maskil[1] of sthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 42  tAs a deer pants for flowing streams,

so pants my soul for you, O God.

2 uMy soul thirsts for God,

for vthe living God.

When shall I come and wappear before God?[2]

3 xMy tears have been my food

day and night,

ywhile they say to me all the day long,

Where is your God?

4 These things I remember,

as I zpour out my soul:

ahow I would go bwith the throng

and lead them in procession to the house of God

with glad shouts and songs of praise,

ca multitude keeping festival.

 5 dWhy are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you ein turmoil within me?

fHope in God; for I shall again praise him,

my salvation[3] 6and my God.

 My soul is cast down within me;

therefore I gremember you

hfrom the land of Jordan and of iHermon,

from Mount Mizar.

7 Deep calls to deep

at the roar of your waterfalls;

jall your breakers and your kwaves

have gone over me.

8 By day the LORD lcommands his steadfast love,

and at mnight his song is with me,

a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I say to God, nmy rock:

Why have you forgotten me?

oWhy do I go mourning

because of the oppression of the enemy?

10 As with a deadly wound in my bones,

my adversaries taunt me,

pwhile they say to me all the day long,

Where is your God?

 11 qWhy are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you in turmoil within me?

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,

my salvation and my God.

Send Out Your Light and Your Truth

 PSALM 43  rVindicate me, O God, and sdefend my cause

against an ungodly people,

from tthe deceitful and unjust man

deliver me!

2 For you are uthe God in whom I take refuge;

why have you vrejected me?

Why do I wgo about mourning

because of the oppression of the enemy?

 3 xSend out your light and your truth;

let them lead me;

let them bring me to your yholy hill

and to your zdwelling!

4 Then I will go to the altar of God,

to God my exceeding joy,

and I will praise you with the lyre,

O God, my God.

 5 aWhy are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you in turmoil within me?

bHope in God; for I shall again praise him,

my salvation and my God.

Come to Our Help

To the choirmaster. cA Maskil[1] of the Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 44  O God, we have heard with our ears,

dour fathers have told us,

what deeds you performed in their days,

ein the days of old:

2 you with your own hand fdrove out the nations,

but gthem you planted;

you afflicted the peoples,

but hthem you set free;

3 for not iby their own sword did they win the land,

nor did their own arm save them,

but your right hand and your arm,

and jthe light of your face,

kfor you delighted in them.

 4 lYou are my King, O God;

mordain salvation for Jacob!

5 Through you we npush down our foes;

through your name we otread down those who rise up against us.

6 For not in pmy bow do I trust,

nor can my sword save me.

7 But you have saved us from our foes

and have qput to shame those who hate us.

8 rIn God we have boasted continually,

and we will give thanks to your name forever. Selah

 9 But you have srejected us and disgraced us

and thave not gone out with our armies.

10 You have made us uturn back from the foe,

and those who hate us have gotten spoil.

11 You have made us like vsheep for slaughter

and have wscattered us among the nations.

12 xYou have sold your people for a trifle,

demanding no high price for them.

13 You have made us ythe taunt of our neighbors,

the derision and zscorn of those around us.

14 You have made us aa byword among the nations,

ba laughingstock[2] among the peoples.

15 All day long my disgrace is before me,

and cshame has covered my face

16 at the sound of the taunter and reviler,

at the sight of dthe enemy and the avenger.

 17 eAll this has come upon us,

though we have not forgotten you,

and we have not been false to your covenant.

18 Our heart has not turned back,

nor have our fsteps gdeparted from your way;

19 yet you have hbroken us in the place of ijackals

and covered us with jthe shadow of death.

20 If we had forgotten the name of our God

or kspread out our hands to la foreign god,

21 mwould not God discover this?

nFor he knows the secrets of the heart.

22 Yet ofor your sake we are killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.

 23 pAwake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord?

Rouse yourself! qDo not reject us forever!

24 Why rdo you hide your face?

Why do you forget our affliction and oppression?

25 For our ssoul is bowed down to the dust;

our belly clings to the ground.

26 Rise up; tcome to our help!

uRedeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!

Your Throne, O God, Is Forever

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. A Maskil[1] of vthe Sons of Korah; a love song.

 PSALM 45  My heart overflows with a pleasing theme;

I address my verses to the king;

my tongue is like the pen of wa ready scribe.

 2 You are xthe most handsome of the sons of men;

ygrace is poured upon your lips;

therefore God has blessed you forever.

3 zGird your asword on your thigh, O bmighty one,

in cyour splendor and majesty!

 4 In your majesty dride out victoriously

for the cause of truth and meekness and righteousness;

let your right hand teach you eawesome deeds!

5 Your arrows are sharp

in the heart of the kings enemies;

the peoples fall under you.

 6 fYour throne, O God, is forever and ever.

The gscepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness;

7 hyou have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.

Therefore iGod, your God, has janointed you

with the oil of kgladness lbeyond your companions;

8 your robes are all fragrant with mmyrrh and aloes and cassia.

From ivory palaces nstringed instruments make you glad;

9 daughters of kings are among your ladies of honor;

oat your right hand stands the queen in pgold of Ophir.

 10 Hear, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear:

forget your people and your fathers house,

11 and the king will desire your beauty.

Since he is your qlord, rbow to him.

12 The people[2] of Tyre will sseek your favor with tgifts,

uthe richest of the people.[3]

 13 All glorious is vthe princess in her chamber, with robes interwoven with gold.

14 wIn many-colored robes xshe is led to the king,

with her virgin companions following behind her.

15 With joy and gladness they are led along

as they enter the palace of the king.

 16 In place of your fathers shall be your sons;

you will make them yprinces in all the earth.

17 zI will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;

therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.

God Is Our Fortress

To the choirmaster. Of athe Sons of Korah. According to bAlamoth.[1] A Song.

 PSALM 46  God is our crefuge and strength,

a very dpresent[2] help in etrouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear fthough the earth gives way,

though the mountains be moved into gthe heart of the sea,

3 though hits waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah

 4 There is ia river whose streams make glad jthe city of God,

the holy khabitation of the Most High.

5 lGod is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;

God will help her when morning dawns.

6 mThe nations rage, the kingdoms totter;

he nutters his voice, the earth omelts.

7 pThe LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

 8 qCome, behold the works of the LORD,

how he has brought desolations on the earth.

9 rHe makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

he sbreaks the bow and shatters the spear;

the burns the chariots with fire.

10 uBe still, and know that I am God.

vI will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth!

11 pThe LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

God Is King over All the Earth

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of wthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 47  xClap your hands, all peoples!

yShout to God with loud songs of joy!

2 For the LORD, the Most High, zis to be feared,

aa great king over all the earth.

3 He bsubdued peoples under us,

and nations under our feet.

4 He chose our cheritage for us,

dthe pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah

 5 God ehas gone up with a shout,

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises!

Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

7 For God is fthe King of all the earth;

sing praises gwith a psalm![1]

 8 God hreigns over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne.

9 iThe princes of the peoples gather

as the people of the God of Abraham.

For jthe shields of the earth belong to God;

he is highly exalted!

Zion, the City of Our God

A Song. A Psalm of kthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 48  lGreat is the LORD and greatly to be praised

in mthe city of our God!

His nholy mountain, 2obeautiful in elevation,

is pthe joy of all the earth,

Mount Zion, in the far north,

qthe city of the great King.

3 Within her citadels God

has made himself known as a fortress.

 4 For behold, rthe kings assembled;

they came on together.

5 As soon as they saw it, they were astounded;

they were in panic; they took to flight.

6 sTrembling took hold of them there,

anguish tas of a woman in labor.

7 By uthe east wind you vshattered

the ships of wTarshish.

8 As we have heard, so have we seen

in the city of the LORD of hosts,

in mthe city of our God,

which God will xestablish forever. Selah

 9 We have thought on your ysteadfast love, O God,

in the midst of your temple.

10 As your zname, O God,

so your praise reaches to athe ends of the earth.

Your right hand is filled with righteousness.

11 Let Mount bZion be glad!

Let bthe daughters of Judah rejoice

because of your judgments!

 12 Walk about Zion, go around her,

number her towers,

13 consider well her cramparts,

go through her citadels,

dthat you may tell the next generation

14 that this is God,

our God forever and ever.

He will eguide us forever.[1]

Why Should I Fear in Times of Trouble?

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of fthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 49  gHear this, all peoples!

Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,

2 hboth low and high,

rich and poor together!

3 My mouth shall speak iwisdom;

the meditation of my heart shall be understanding.

4 I will incline my ear to ja proverb;

I will solve my kriddle to the music of the lyre.

 5 lWhy should I fear in mtimes of trouble,

when the iniquity of those who cheat me surrounds me,

6 those who ntrust in their wealth

and boast of the abundance of their riches?

7 Truly no man ocan ransom another,

or pgive to God qthe price of his life,

8 for rthe ransom of their life is costly

and can never suffice,

9 that he should live on forever

and snever see the pit.

 10 For he sees tthat even the wise die;

uthe fool and the stupid alike must perish

and vleave their wealth to others.

11 Their wgraves are their homes forever,[1]

their dwelling places xto all generations,

though they ycalled lands by their own names.

12 Man in his pomp zwill not remain;

ahe is like the beasts that perish.

 13 This is the path of those who have bfoolish confidence;

yet after them people approve of their boasts.[2] Selah

14 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;

death shall be their shepherd,

and the upright cshall rule over them in the morning.

dTheir form shall be consumed ein Sheol, with no place to dwell.

15 But God will fransom my soul from the power of Sheol,

for he will greceive me. Selah

 16 Be not afraid when a man becomes rich,

when the glory of his house increases.

17 hFor when he dies he will icarry nothing away;

his glory will not go down after him.

18 For though, while he lives, he counts himself jblessed

and though you get praise when you do well for yourself

19 his soul will kgo to the generation of his fathers,

who will never again lsee light.

20 mMan in his pomp yet without understanding is like the beasts that perish.

God Himself Is Judge

A Psalm of nAsaph.

 PSALM 50  oThe Mighty One, God the LORD,

speaks and summons the earth

pfrom the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, qthe perfection of beauty,

rGod shines forth.

 3 Our God comes; he sdoes not keep silence;[1]

before him is a devouring tfire,

around him a mighty tempest.

4 uHe calls to the heavens above

and to the earth, that he may judge his people:

5 Gather to me my faithful ones,

who made va covenant with me by sacrifice!

6 wThe heavens declare his righteousness,

for xGod himself is judge! Selah

 7 yHear, O my people, and I will speak;

O Israel, I will testify against you.

zI am God, your God.

8 Not for your sacrifices ado I rebuke you;

your burnt offerings are continually before me.

9 I will not accept a bull from your house

or goats from your folds.

10 For every beast of the forest is mine,

the cattle on a thousand hills.

11 bI know all the birds of the hills,

and all that moves in the field is mine.

 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,

cfor the world and its fullness are mine.

13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls

or drink the blood of goats?

14 dOffer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,[2]

and eperform your vows to the Most High,

15 and fcall upon me in the day of trouble;

I will gdeliver you, and you shall hglorify me.

 16 But to the wicked God says:

What right have you to recite my statutes

or take my covenant on your lips?

17 iFor you hate discipline,

jand you cast my words behind you.

18 If you see a thief, kyou are pleased with him,

land you keep company with adulterers.

 19 You give your mouth free rein for evil,

mand your tongue frames deceit.

20 You sit and speak against your brother;

you slander your own mothers son.

21 These things you have done, and I nhave been silent;

you thought that I[3] was one like yourself.

But now I orebuke you and play the charge before you.

 22 Mark this, then, you who qforget God,

lest I tear you apart, and there be rnone to deliver!

23 The one who soffers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me;

to one who torders his way rightly

I will show the usalvation of God!

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when vNathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

 PSALM 51  wHave mercy on me,[1] O God,

according to your steadfast love;

according to your xabundant mercy

yblot out my transgressions.

2 zWash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and acleanse me from my sin!

 3 bFor I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.

4 cAgainst you, you only, have I sinned

and done what is evil din your sight,

eso that you may be justified in your words

and blameless in your judgment.

5 Behold, fI was brought forth in iniquity,

and in sin did my mother conceive me.

6 Behold, you delight in truth in gthe inward being,

and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

 7 Purge me hwith hyssop, and I shall be clean;

zwash me, and I shall be iwhiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness;

jlet the bones kthat you have broken rejoice.

9 lHide your face from my sins,

and yblot out all my iniquities.

10 mCreate in me a nclean heart, O God,

and orenew a right[2] spirit within me.

11 pCast me not away from your presence,

and take not qyour Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with a willing spirit.

 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

and sinners will rreturn to you.

14 Deliver me from sbloodguiltiness, O God,

O tGod of my salvation,

and umy tongue will sing aloud of your vrighteousness.

15 O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise.

16 wFor you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are xa broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

 18 yDo good to Zion in your good pleasure;

zbuild up the walls of Jerusalem;

19 then will you delight in aright sacrifices,

in burnt offerings and bwhole burnt offerings;

then bulls will be offered on your altar.

The Steadfast Love of God Endures

To the choirmaster. A Maskil[1] of David, when cDoeg, the Edomite, came and told Saul, David has come to the house of Ahimelech.

 PSALM 52  Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man?

The steadfast love of God endures all the day.

2 Your dtongue plots destruction,

like ea sharp razor, you fworker of deceit.

3 You love evil more than good,

and glying more than speaking what is right. Selah

4 You love all words that devour,

O deceitful tongue.

 5 But God will break you down forever;

he will snatch and htear you from your tent;

he will uproot you from ithe land of the living. Selah

6 The righteous shall jsee and fear,

and shall klaugh at him, saying,

7 See the man who would not make

God his refuge,

but ltrusted in the abundance of his riches

and sought refuge in his own destruction![2]

 8 But I am like ma green olive tree

in the house of God.

I trust in the steadfast love of God

forever and ever.

9 I will thank you forever,

because you have done it.

I will wait for your name, nfor it is good,

in the presence of the ogodly.

There Is None Who Does Good

To the choirmaster: according to pMahalath. A Maskil[1] of David.

 PSALM 53  qThe fool says in his heart, There is no God.

They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity;

there is none who does good.

 2 God looks down from heaven

on the children of man

to see if there are any who understand,[2]

who seek after God.

 3 They have all fallen away;

together they have become corrupt;

there is none who does good,

not even one.

 4 Have those who work evil no knowledge,

who eat up my people as they eat bread,

and do not call upon God?

 5 There they are, in great terror,

rwhere there is no terror!

For God sscatters the bones of him who encamps against you;

you put them to shame, for God has rejected them.

 6 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!

When God restores the fortunes of his people,

let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

The Lord Upholds My Life

To the choirmaster: with tstringed instruments. A Maskil[1] of David, uwhen the Ziphites went and told Saul, Is not David hiding among us?

 PSALM 54  O God, save me by your vname,

and vindicate me by your might.

2 O God, whear my prayer;

give ear to the words of my mouth.

 3 xFor ystrangers[2] have risen against me;

ruthless men zseek my life;

they do not set God before themselves. Selah

 4 Behold, aGod is my helper;

the Lord is the upholder of my life.

5 He will return the evil to my enemies;

in your bfaithfulness cput an end to them.

 6 With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;

I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, dfor it is good.

7 For he has delivered me from every trouble,

and my eye has elooked in triumph on my enemies.

Cast Your Burden on the LORD

To the choirmaster: with fstringed instruments. A Maskil[1] of David.

 PSALM 55  gGive ear to my prayer, O God,

and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy!

2 Attend to me, and answer me;

I am restless hin my complaint and I imoan,

3 because of the noise of the enemy,

because of the oppression of the wicked.

For they jdrop trouble upon me,

and in anger they bear a grudge against me.

 4 My heart is in anguish within me;

kthe terrors of death have fallen upon me.

5 Fear and trembling come upon me,

and lhorror moverwhelms me.

6 And I say, Oh, that I had wings like a dove!

I would fly away and be at rest;

7 nyes, I would wander far away;

I would lodge in the wilderness; Selah

8 I would hurry to find a shelter

from othe raging wind and tempest.

 9 Destroy, O Lord, pdivide their tongues;

for I see qviolence and strife in the city.

10 Day and night they go around it

on its walls,

and riniquity and trouble are within it;

11 ruin is in its midst;

soppression and fraud

do not depart from its marketplace.

 12 For it is not an enemy who taunts me

then I could bear it;

it is not an adversary who tdeals insolently with me

then I could hide from him.

13 uBut it is you, a man, my equal,

my companion, my familiar friend.

14 We used to take sweet counsel together;

within Gods house we walked in vthe throng.

15 Let death steal over them;

let them go down to Sheol walive;

for evil is in their dwelling place and in their heart.

 16 But I call to God,

and the LORD will save me.

17 xEvening and ymorning and at znoon

I autter my complaint and moan,

and he hears my voice.

18 He redeems my soul in safety

from the battle that I wage,

for bmany are arrayed against me.

19 God will give ear and humble them,

he who is centhroned from of old, Selah

because they do not dchange

and do not fear God.

 20 My companion[2] estretched out his hand against his friends;

he violated his covenant.

21 His fspeech was gsmooth as butter,

yet war was in his heart;

his words were softer than oil,

yet they were hdrawn swords.

 22 iCast your burden on the LORD,

and he will sustain you;

jhe will never permit

the righteous to be moved.

 23 But you, O God, kwill cast them down

into lthe pit of destruction;

men of mblood and treachery

shall not nlive out half their days.

But I will otrust in you.

In God I Trust

To the choirmaster: according to The Dove on Far-off Terebinths. A pMiktam[1] of David, when the qPhilistines seized him in Gath.

 PSALM 56  rBe gracious to me, O God, for man stramples on me;

all day long an attacker oppresses me;

2 my enemies trample on me all day long,

for many attack me proudly.

3 When I am afraid,

I tput my trust in you.

4 In God, whose word I praise,

in God I trust; uI shall not be afraid.

What can flesh do to me?

 5 All day long they injure my cause;[2]

all their thoughts are against me for evil.

6 They vstir up strife, they wlurk;

they xwatch my steps,

as they have waited for my life.

7 For their crime will they escape?

yIn wrath zcast down the peoples, O God!

 8 You have kept count of my tossings;[3]

aput my tears in your bottle.

bAre they not in your book?

9 Then my enemies will turn back

cin the day when I call.

This I know, that[4] dGod is for me.

10 In God, whose word I praise,

in the LORD, whose word I praise,

11 in God I trust; uI shall not be afraid.

What can man do to me?

 12 I must perform my evows to you, O God;

I will erender thank offerings to you.

13 fFor you have delivered my soul from death,

yes, my feet from falling,

gthat I may walk before God

hin the light of life.

Let Your Glory Be over All the Earth

To the choirmaster: according to iDo Not Destroy. A jMiktam[1] of David, when he fled from Saul, in kthe cave.

 PSALM 57  lBe merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,

for in you my soul mtakes refuge;

in nthe shadow of your wings I will take refuge,

otill the storms of destruction pass by.

2 I cry out to God Most High,

to God who pfulfills his purpose for me.

3 qHe will send from heaven and save me;

he will put to shame rhim who tramples on me. Selah

sGod will send out this steadfast love and his faithfulness!

 4 My soul is in the midst of ulions;

I lie down amid fiery beasts

the children of man, whose vteeth are spears and arrows,

whose wtongues are sharp swords.

 5 xBe exalted, O God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth!

 6 They set ya net for my steps;

my soul was zbowed down.

They adug a pit in my way,

but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah

7 bMy heart is csteadfast, O God,

my heart is steadfast!

I will sing and make melody!

8 dAwake, emy glory![2]

Awake, fO harp and lyre!

I will awake the dawn!

9 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;

I will sing praises to you among the nations.

10 For your gsteadfast love is great to the heavens,

your faithfulness to the clouds.

 11 xBe exalted, O God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth!

God Who Judges the Earth

To the choirmaster: according to hDo Not Destroy. A iMiktam[1] of David.

 PSALM 58  Do you indeed decree what is right, you gods?[2]

Do you judge the children of man uprightly?

2 No, in your hearts you devise wrongs;

your hands jdeal out violence on earth.

 3 The wicked are kestranged from the womb;

they go astray from birth, speaking lies.

4 lThey have venom like the venom of a serpent,

like the deaf adder that stops its ear,

5 so that it mdoes not hear the voice of charmers

or of the cunning enchanter.

 6 O God, nbreak the teeth in their mouths;

tear out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD!

7 Let them ovanish like water that runs away;

when he paims his arrows, let them be blunted.

8 Let them be like the snail othat dissolves into slime,

like qthe stillborn child who never sees the sun.

9 Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of rthorns,

whether green or ablaze, may he ssweep them away![3]

 10 tThe righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance;

he will ubathe his feet in the blood of the wicked.

11 Mankind will say, Surely there is va reward for the righteous;

surely there is a God who wjudges on earth.

Deliver Me from My Enemies

To the choirmaster: according to xDo Not Destroy. A yMiktam[1] of David, zwhen Saul sent men to watch his house in order to kill him.

 PSALM 59  aDeliver me from my enemies, O my God;

bprotect me from those who crise up against me;

2 deliver me from dthose who work evil,

and save me from ebloodthirsty men.

 3 For behold, they flie in wait for my life;

fierce men gstir up strife against me.

hFor no transgression or sin of mine, O LORD,

4 for no fault of mine, they run and make ready.

iAwake, come to meet me, and see!

5 You, jLORD God of hosts, are God of Israel.

Rouse yourself to punish all the nations;

spare none of those who treacherously plot evil. Selah

 6 Each evening they kcome back,

howling like dogs

and prowling about the city.

7 There they are, lbellowing with their mouths

with mswords in their lips

for nWho, they think,[2] will hear us?

 8 But you, O LORD, olaugh at them;

you hold all the nations in derision.

9 O my Strength, I will watch for you,

for you, O God, are pmy fortress.

10 qMy God in his steadfast love[3] rwill meet me;

God will let me slook in triumph on my enemies.

 11 Kill them not, lest my people forget;

make them totter[4] by your power and tbring them down,

O Lord, our ushield!

12 For vthe sin of their mouths, the words of their lips,

let them be trapped in their pride.

For the cursing and lies that they utter,

13 wconsume them in wrath;

consume them till they are no more,

that they may xknow that God rules over Jacob

to ythe ends of the earth. Selah

 14 zEach evening they come back,

howling like dogs

and prowling about the city.

15 They awander about for food

and growl if they do not get their fill.

 16 But I will sing of your strength;

I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning.

For you have been to me ba fortress

and ca refuge in dthe day of my distress.

17 O my Strength, I will sing praises to you,

for you, O God, bare my fortress,

ethe God who shows me steadfast love.

He Will Tread Down Our Foes

To the choirmaster: according to fShushan Eduth. A gMiktam[1] of David; hfor instruction; when he istrove with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, and when Joab on his return struck down twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt.

 PSALM 60  O God, jyou have rejected us, kbroken our defenses;

you have been angry; loh, restore us.

2 You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open;

mrepair its breaches, for it totters.

3 nYou have made your people see hard things;

oyou have given us pwine to drink that made us stagger.

 4 You have set up qa banner for those who fear you,

that they may flee to it rfrom the bow.[2] Selah

5 sThat your tbeloved ones may be delivered,

give salvation by your right hand and answer us!

 6 God has spoken uin his holiness:[3]

With exultation vI will divide up wShechem

and portion out the Vale of xSuccoth.

7 yGilead is mine; Manasseh is mine;

zEphraim is amy helmet;

Judah is my bscepter.

8 cMoab is my washbasin;

upon Edom I dcast my shoe;

over ePhilistia I shout in triumph.[4]

 9 Who will bring me to the fortified city?

fWho will lead me to Edom?

10 Have you not grejected us, O God?

You hdo not go forth, O God, with our armies.

11 Oh, grant us help against the foe,

for ivain is the salvation of man!

12 With God we shall jdo valiantly;

it is he who will ktread down our foes.

Lead Me to the Rock

To the choirmaster: with lstringed instruments. Of David.

 PSALM 61  Hear my cry, O God,

mlisten to my prayer;

2 from the end of the earth I call to you

when my heart is nfaint.

Lead me to othe rock

that is higher than I,

3 for you have been pmy refuge,

a strong qtower against the enemy.

 4 Let me rdwell in your tent forever!

Let me take refuge under sthe shelter of your wings! Selah

5 For you, O God, have heard my vows;

you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.

 6 tProlong uthe life of the king;

may his years endure to all generations!

7 May he be enthroned forever before God;

appoint vsteadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him!

 8 So will I ever sing praises to your name,

as I wperform my vows day after day.

My Soul Waits for God Alone

To the choirmaster: according to xJeduthun. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 62  For God alone ymy soul zwaits in silence;

from him comes my salvation.

2 aHe alone is my rock and my salvation,

my bfortress; cI shall not be greatly shaken.

 3 How long will all of you attack a man

to batter him,

like da leaning wall, a tottering fence?

4 They only plan to thrust him down from his ehigh position.

They take pleasure in falsehood.

fThey bless with their mouths,

but inwardly they curse. Selah

 5 For God alone, O ymy soul, wait in silence,

for my hope is from him.

6 aHe only is my rock and my salvation,

my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

7 On God rests my gsalvation and my glory;

my mighty rock, hmy refuge is God.

 8 iTrust in him at all times, O people;

jpour out your heart before him;

God is ha refuge for us. Selah

 9 kThose of low estate are but a breath;

those of high estate lare a delusion;

in the balances they go up;

kthey are together lighter than a breath.

10 Put no trust in extortion;

mset no vain hopes on robbery;

nif riches increase, set not your heart on them.

 11 oOnce God has spoken;

otwice have I heard this:

that ppower belongs to God,

12 and that to you, O Lord, qbelongs steadfast love.

For you will rrender to a man

according to his work.

My Soul Thirsts for You

A Psalm of David, swhen he was in the wilderness of Judah.

 PSALM 63  O God, you are my God; tearnestly I seek you;

umy soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you,

as in va dry and weary land where there is no water.

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,

beholding wyour power and glory.

3 Because your xsteadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise you.

4 So I will bless you yas long as I live;

in your zname I will alift up my hands.

 5 My soul will be bsatisfied as with fat and rich food,

and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips,

6 when I remember you cupon my bed,

and meditate on you in cthe watches of the night;

7 for you have been my help,

and in dthe shadow of your wings I will sing for joy.

8 My soul eclings to you;

your right hand fupholds me.

 9 But those who seek to destroy my life

gshall go down into hthe depths of the earth;

10 they shall be given over to the power of the sword;

they shall be a portion for jackals.

11 But ithe king shall rejoice in God;

all who jswear by him shall exult,

kfor the mouths of lliars will be stopped.

Hide Me from the Wicked

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 64  Hear my voice, O God, in my mcomplaint;

preserve my life from dread of the enemy.

2 Hide me from nthe secret plots of the wicked,

from the throng of evildoers,

3 who owhet their tongues like swords,

who paim bitter words like arrows,

4 shooting from qambush at the blameless,

shooting at him suddenly and rwithout fear.

5 They shold fast to their evil purpose;

they talk of tlaying snares secretly,

thinking, uWho can see them?

6 They search out injustice,

saying, We have accomplished a diligent search.

For vthe inward mind and heart of a man are deep.

 7 wBut God shoots his arrow at them;

they are wounded suddenly.

8 They are brought to ruin, with their own xtongues turned against them;

all who ysee them will zwag their heads.

9 Then all mankind yfears;

they atell what God has brought about

and ponder what he has done.

 10 Let bthe righteous one rejoice in the LORD

and ctake refuge in him!

Let all dthe upright in heart exult!

O God of Our Salvation

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song.

 PSALM 65  Praise eis due to you,[1] O God, in Zion,

and to you shall fvows be performed.

2 O you who ghear prayer,

to you hshall all flesh come.

3 When iiniquities prevail against me,

you jatone for our transgressions.

4 kBlessed is the one you choose and bring near,

to ldwell in your courts!

We shall be msatisfied with the goodness of your house,

the holiness of your temple!

 5 By nawesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,

O God of our salvation,

the hope of all othe ends of the earth

and of the farthest seas;

6 the one who by his strength established the mountains,

being pgirded with might;

7 who qstills the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves,

rthe tumult of the peoples,

8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs.

You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy.

 9 You visit the earth and swater it;[2]

you greatly enrich it;

tthe river of God is full of water;

uyou provide their grain,

for so you have prepared it.

10 You water its furrows abundantly,

settling its ridges,

softening it with vshowers,

and blessing its growth.

11 You crown the year with your bounty;

your wagon tracks woverflow with abundance.

12 xThe pastures of the wilderness overflow,

the hills ygird themselves with joy,

13 zthe meadows clothe themselves with flocks,

the valleys deck themselves with grain,

they ashout and sing together for joy.

How Awesome Are Your Deeds

To the choirmaster. A Song. A Psalm.

 PSALM 66  bShout for joy to God, all the earth;

2 sing the glory of his name;

cgive to him glorious praise!

3 Say to God, dHow awesome are your deeds!

So great is your power that your enemies ecome cringing to you.

4 fAll the earth worships you

and sings praises to you;

they sing praises to your name. Selah

 5 gCome and see what God has done:

dhe is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.

6 He hturned the sea into dry land;

they ipassed through the river on foot.

There did we rejoice in him,

7 who rules by his might forever,

whose jeyes keep watch on the nations

let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah

 8 Bless our God, O peoples;

let the sound of his praise be heard,

9 who has kept our soul among the living

and khas not let our feet slip.

10 For you, O God, have ltested us;

you have tried us as silver is tried.

11 You brought us into mthe net;

you laid a crushing burden on our backs;

12 you let men nride over our heads;

we went through fire and through owater;

yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.

 13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings;

I will pperform my vows to you,

14 that which my lips uttered

and my mouth promised qwhen I was in trouble.

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,

with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;

I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah

 16 rCome and hear, all you who fear God,

and I will tell what he has done for my soul.

17 I cried to him with my mouth,

and high praise was on[1] my tongue.[2]

18 If I had scherished iniquity in my heart,

tthe Lord would not have listened.

19 But truly uGod has listened;

he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

 20 Blessed be God,

because he has not rejected my prayer

or removed his steadfast love from me!

Make Your Face Shine upon Us

To the choirmaster: with vstringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song.

 PSALM 67  May God wbe gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to xshine upon us, Selah

2 that yyour way may be known on earth,

your zsaving power among all nations.

3 aLet the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you!

 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you bjudge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth. Selah

5 aLet the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you!

 6 The earth has cyielded its increase;

God, our God, shall bless us.

7 God shall bless us;

let dall the ends of the earth fear him!

God Shall Scatter His Enemies

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song.

 PSALM 68  eGod shall arise, his enemies shall be fscattered;

and those who hate him shall flee before him!

2 As gsmoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away;

has wax melts before fire,

so the wicked shall perish before God!

3 But ithe righteous shall be glad;

they shall exult before God;

they shall be jubilant with joy!

 4 Sing to God, jsing praises to his name;

klift up a song to him who lrides through mthe deserts;

his name is nthe LORD;

exult before him!

5 oFather of the fatherless and pprotector of widows

is God in his holy habitation.

6 God qsettles the solitary in a home;

he rleads out the prisoners to prosperity,

but sthe rebellious dwell in ta parched land.

 7 O God, when you uwent out before your people,

vwhen you marched through wthe wilderness, Selah

8 xthe earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain,

before God, the One of Sinai,

before God, the God of Israel.

9 yRain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad;

you restored your inheritance as it languished;

10 your flock[1] found a dwelling in it;

in your goodness, O God, you zprovided for the needy.

 11 The Lord gives athe word;

bthe women who announce the news are a great host:

12 cThe kings of the armiesthey flee, they flee!

The women at home ddivide the spoil

13 though you men lie among ethe sheepfolds

the wings of a dove covered with silver,

its pinions with shimmering gold.

14 When the Almighty scatters kings there,

let snow fall on fZalmon.

 15 O mountain of God, mountain of Bashan;

O many-peaked[2] mountain, mountain of Bashan!

16 Why do you look with hatred, O many-peaked mountain,

at the mount that God gdesired for his abode,

yes, where the LORD will dwell forever?

17 hThe chariots of God are twice ten thousand,

thousands upon thousands;

the Lord is among them; Sinai is now in the sanctuary.

18 iYou ascended on high,

jleading a host of captives in your train

and kreceiving gifts among men,

even among lthe rebellious, mthat the LORD God may dwell there.

 19 Blessed be the Lord,

who daily nbears us up;

God is our salvation. Selah

20 Our God is a God of salvation,

oand to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from death.

21 pBut God will strike the heads of his enemies,

the hairy crown of him who walks in his guilty ways.

22 The Lord said,

I will bring them back qfrom Bashan,

rI will bring them back from the depths of the sea,

23 that you may sstrike your feet in their blood,

that tthe tongues of your dogs may have their portion from the foe.

 24 Your procession is[3] seen, O God,

the procession of my God, my King, into the sanctuary

25 uthe singers in front, vthe musicians last,

between them wvirgins playing tambourines:

26 xBless God in the great congregation,

the LORD, O you[4] who are of yIsraels fountain!

27 There is zBenjamin, the least of them, in the lead,

the princes of Judah in their throng,

the princes of aZebulun, the princes of Naphtali.

 28 bSummon your power, O God,[5]

the power, O God, by which you have worked for us.

29 Because of your temple at Jerusalem

kings shall cbear gifts to you.

30 Rebuke dthe beasts that dwell among the reeds,

the herd of ebulls with the calves of the peoples.

fTrample underfoot those who lust after tribute;

scatter the peoples who delight in war.[6]

31 Nobles shall come from gEgypt;

hCush shall hasten to istretch out her hands to God.

 32 jO kingdoms of the earth, sing to God;

sing praises to the Lord, Selah

33 to him kwho rides in lthe heavens, the ancient heavens;

behold, he msends out his voice, his mighty voice.

34 nAscribe power to God,

whose majesty is over Israel,

and whose opower is in pthe skies.

35 qAwesome is God from his[7] rsanctuary;

the God of Israelhe is the one who gives spower and strength to his people.

Blessed be God!

Save Me, O God

To the choirmaster: according to tLilies. Of David.

 PSALM 69  Save me, O God!

For uthe waters have come up to my neck.[1]

2 I sink in deep vmire,

where there is no foothold;

I have come into deep waters,

and the flood wsweeps over me.

3 xI am weary with my crying out;

ymy throat is parched.

zMy eyes grow dim

with awaiting for my God.

 4 bMore in number than the hairs of my head

are cthose who hate me dwithout cause;

mighty are those who would destroy me,

ethose who attack me with lies.

What I did not steal

must I now restore?

5 O God, you know my folly;

the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you.

 6 Let not those who hope in you fbe put to shame through me,

O Lord GOD of hosts;

let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me,

O God of Israel.

7 For it is gfor your sake that I have borne reproach,

that dishonor has covered my face.

8 I have become ha stranger to my brothers,

an alien to my mothers sons.

 9 For izeal for your house has consumed me,

and jthe reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.

10 When I wept and humbled[2] my soul with fasting,

it became my reproach.

11 When I made ksackcloth my clothing,

I became la byword to them.

12 I am the talk of those who msit in the gate,

and the drunkards make nsongs about me.

 13 But as for me, my oprayer is to you, O LORD.

At pan acceptable time, O God,

in the abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving faithfulness.

14 Deliver me

from sinking in qthe mire;

rlet me be delivered from my enemies

and from sthe deep waters.

15 Let not the flood sweep over me,

or the deep swallow me up,

or tthe pit close uits mouth over me.

 16 Answer me, O LORD, for your vsteadfast love is good;

according to your abundant wmercy, xturn to me.

17 yHide not your face from your servant;

zfor I am in distress; amake haste to answer me.

18 Draw near to my soul, redeem me;

ransom me because of my enemies!

 19 You know my breproach,

and my shame and my dishonor;

my foes are all known to you.

20 bReproaches have broken my heart,

so that I am in cdespair.

I dlooked for epity, but there was none,

and for fcomforters, but I found none.

21 They gave me gpoison for food,

and for my thirst they gave me hsour wine to drink.

 22 iLet their own jtable before them become a snare;

kand when they are at peace, let it become a trap.[3]

23 lLet their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see,

mand make their loins tremble continually.

24 Pour out your indignation upon them,

and let your burning anger overtake them.

25 nMay their camp be a desolation;

let no one dwell in their tents.

26 For they opersecute him whom pyou have struck down,

and they recount the pain of qthose you have wounded.

27 rAdd to them punishment upon punishment;

may they have no acquittal from you.[4]

28 Let them be sblotted out of the book of the living;

let them not be tenrolled among the righteous.

 29 But I am afflicted and in pain;

let your salvation, O God, uset me on high!

 30 I will vpraise the name of God with a song;

I will wmagnify him with xthanksgiving.

31 This will yplease the LORD more than an ox

or a bull zwith horns and hoofs.

32 When athe humble see it they will be glad;

you who seek God, alet your hearts revive.

33 For the LORD hears the needy

and bdoes not despise his own people who are prisoners.

 34 Let cheaven and earth praise him,

the seas and everything that moves in them.

35 For dGod will save Zion

and build up the cities of Judah,

and people shall dwell there and possess it;

36 ethe offspring of his servants shall inherit it,

and those who love his name shall dwell in it.

O LORD, Do Not Delay

To the choirmaster. Of David, ffor the memorial offering.

 PSALM 70  gMake haste, O God, to deliver me!

O LORD, make haste to help me!

2 Let them be put to shame and confusion

who seek my life!

Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor

who delight in my hurt!

3 Let them turn back because of their shame

who say, Aha, Aha!

 4 May all who seek you

rejoice and be glad in you!

May those who love your salvation

say evermore, God is great!

5 But I am poor and needy;

hhasten to me, O God!

You are my help and my deliverer;

O LORD, do not delay!

Forsake Me Not When My Strength Is Spent

 PSALM 71  iIn you, O LORD, do I take refuge;

let me never be put to shame!

2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;

incline your ear to me, and save me!

3 Be to me a rock of jrefuge,

to which I may continually come;

you have kgiven the command to save me,

for you are my lrock and my fortress.

 4 mRescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,

from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man.

5 For you, O Lord, are my nhope,

my trust, O LORD, from my youth.

6 Upon you I have leaned ofrom before my birth;

you are he who ptook me from my mothers womb.

My praise is continually of you.

 7 I have been as qa portent to many,

but you are my strong refuge.

8 My rmouth is filled with your praise,

and with your glory all the day.

9 sDo not cast me off in the time of old age;

forsake me not when my strength is spent.

10 For my enemies speak concerning me;

those who twatch for my life uconsult together

11 and say, God has forsaken him;

pursue and seize him,

for there is none to deliver him.

 12 O God, be not vfar from me;

O my God, wmake haste to help me!

13 May my accusers be xput to shame and consumed;

ywith scorn and disgrace may they be covered

who zseek my hurt.

14 But I will ahope continually

and will bpraise you yet more and more.

15 My cmouth will tell of your righteous acts,

of your deeds of salvation all the day,

for dtheir number is past my knowledge.

16 With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come;

I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.

 17 O God, from my youth you have taught me,

and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.

18 So even to eold age and gray hairs,

O God, fdo not forsake me,

until I proclaim your might to another generation,

your power to all those to come.

19 Your grighteousness, O God,

reaches the high heavens.

You who have done hgreat things,

O God, iwho is like you?

20 You who have jmade me see many troubles and calamities

will krevive me again;

from the depths of the earth

you will bring me up again.

21 You will increase my greatness

and comfort me again.

 22 I will also praise you with lthe harp

for your faithfulness, O my God;

I will sing praises to you with the lyre,

O mHoly One of Israel.

23 My lips will shout for joy,

when I sing praises to you;

my soul also, which you have nredeemed.

24 And my otongue will talk of your righteous help all the day long,

for they have been pput to shame and disappointed

who sought to do me hurt.

Give the King Your Justice

Of qSolomon.

 PSALM 72  Give the king your rjustice, O God,

and your righteousness to the royal son!

2 May he sjudge your people with righteousness,

and your poor with justice!

3 Let the mountains bear tprosperity for the people,

and the hills, in righteousness!

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,

give deliverance to the children of the needy,

and crush the oppressor!

 5 May they fear you[1] while uthe sun endures,

and as long as the moon, vthroughout all generations!

6 May he be like wrain that falls on xthe mown grass,

like yshowers that water the earth!

7 In his days may zthe righteous flourish,

and apeace abound, till the moon be no more!

 8 May he have dominion from bsea to sea,

and from bthe River[2] to the cends of the earth!

9 May desert tribes dbow down before him,

and his enemies elick the dust!

10 May the kings of fTarshish and of gthe coastlands

render him htribute;

may the kings of iSheba and jSeba

bring gifts!

11 May all kings kfall down before him,

all nations serve him!

 12 For he delivers lthe needy when he calls,

the poor and him who has no helper.

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,

and saves the lives of the needy.

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life,

and mprecious is their blood in his sight.

 15 Long may he live;

may ngold of Sheba be given to him!

May prayer be made ofor him continually,

and blessings invoked for him all the day!

16 May there be abundance of grain in the land;

on the tops of the mountains may it wave;

may its fruit be like Lebanon;

and may people pblossom in the cities

like the qgrass of the field!

17 rMay his name endure forever,

his fame continue as long as the sun!

sMay people be blessed in him,

tall nations call him blessed!

 18 uBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

who alone does vwondrous things.

19 Blessed be his wglorious name forever;

may xthe whole earth be filled with his glory!

yAmen and Amen!

 20 zThe prayers of aDavid, the son of Jesse, are ended.

Book Three

God Is My Strength and Portion Forever

A Psalm of bAsaph.

 PSALM 73  Truly God is good to cIsrael,

to those who are dpure in heart.

2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled,

my steps had nearly slipped.

3 eFor I was fenvious of the arrogant

when I saw the gprosperity of the wicked.

 4 For they have no pangs until death;

their bodies are fat and sleek.

5 They are not in trouble as others are;

they are not hstricken like the rest of mankind.

6 Therefore pride is itheir necklace;

violence covers them as ja garment.

7 Their keyes swell out through fatness;

their hearts overflow with follies.

8 They scoff and lspeak with malice;

loftily they threaten oppression.

9 They set their mouths against the heavens,

and their tongue struts through the earth.

10 Therefore his people turn back to them,

and find mno fault in them.[1]

11 And they say, nHow can God know?

Is there knowledge in the Most High?

12 Behold, these are the wicked;

always at ease, they oincrease in riches.

13 All in vain have I pkept my heart clean

and qwashed my hands in innocence.

14 For all the day long I have been hstricken

and rrebuked severy morning.

15 If I had said, I will speak thus,

I would have betrayed tthe generation of your children.

 16 But when I thought how to understand this,

it seemed to me ua wearisome task,

17 until I went into vthe sanctuary of God;

then I discerned their wend.

 18 Truly you set them in xslippery places;

you make them fall to ruin.

19 How they are destroyed yin a moment,

swept away utterly by zterrors!

20 Like aa dream when one awakes,

O Lord, when byou rouse yourself, you despise them as phantoms.

21 When my soul was embittered,

when I was pricked in heart,

22 I was cbrutish and ignorant;

I was like da beast toward you.

 23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you;

you ehold my right hand.

24 You fguide me with your counsel,

and afterward you will greceive me to glory.

25 hWhom have I in heaven but you?

And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.

26 iMy flesh and my heart may fail,

but God is jthe strength[2] of my heart and my kportion lforever.

 27 For behold, those who are mfar from you shall perish;

you put an end to everyone who is nunfaithful to you.

28 But for me it is good to obe near God;

I have made the Lord GOD my prefuge,

that I may qtell of all your works.

Arise, O God, Defend Your Cause

A Maskil[1] of rAsaph.

 PSALM 74  O God, why do you scast us off forever?

Why does your anger tsmoke against uthe sheep of your pasture?

2 vRemember your congregation, which you have wpurchased of old,

which you have xredeemed to be ythe tribe of your heritage!

Remember Mount Zion, zwhere you have dwelt.

3 Direct your steps to athe perpetual ruins;

the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary!

 4 Your foes have broared in the midst of your meeting place;

cthey set up their down signs for esigns.

5 They were like those who swing faxes

in a forest of trees.[2]

6 And all its gcarved wood

they broke down with hatchets and hammers.

7 They hset your sanctuary on fire;

they iprofaned jthe dwelling place of your name,

bringing it down to the ground.

8 They ksaid to themselves, We will utterly subdue them;

they burned all the meeting places of God in the land.

 9 We do not see our lsigns;

mthere is no longer any prophet,

and there is none among us who knows how long.

10 How long, O God, nis the foe to scoff?

Is the enemy to revile your name forever?

11 Why odo you hold back your hand, your right hand?

Take it from the fold of your garment[3] and destroy them!

 12 Yet pGod my King is from of old,

working salvation in the midst of the earth.

13 You qdivided the sea by your might;

you rbroke the heads of sthe sea monsters[4] on the waters.

14 You crushed the heads of tLeviathan;

you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness.

15 You usplit open springs and brooks;

you vdried up ever-flowing streams.

16 Yours is the day, yours also the night;

you have established wthe heavenly lights and the sun.

17 You have xfixed all the boundaries of the earth;

you have made ysummer and winter.

 18 zRemember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs,

and aa foolish people reviles your name.

19 Do not deliver the soul of your bdove to the wild beasts;

cdo not forget the life of your poor forever.

 20 Have regard for dthe covenant,

for ethe dark places of the land are full of the habitations of violence.

21 Let not fthe downtrodden gturn back in shame;

let hthe poor and needy praise your name.

 22 Arise, O God, idefend your cause;

jremember how the foolish scoff at you all the day!

23 Do not forget the clamor of your foes,

kthe uproar of those who rise against you, which goes up continually!

God Will Judge with Equity

To the choirmaster: according to lDo Not Destroy. mA Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

 PSALM 75  We give thanks to you, O God;

we give thanks, for your name is nnear.

We[1] recount your wondrous deeds.

 2 At othe set time that I appoint

I will judge pwith equity.

3 When the earth qtotters, and all its inhabitants,

it is I who keep steady its rpillars. Selah

4 I say to the boastful, Do not boast,

and to the wicked, sDo not lift up your horn;

5 do not lift up your horn on high,

or speak with haughty neck.

 6 For not from the east or from the west

and not from the wilderness comes tlifting up,

7 but it is uGod who executes judgment,

vputting down one and lifting up another.

8 wFor in the hand of the LORD there is xa cup

with foaming wine, ywell mixed,

and he pours out from it,

and all the wicked of the earth

shall zdrain it down to the dregs.

 9 But I will declare it forever;

I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10 aAll the horns of the wicked I will cut off,

bbut the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up.

Who Can Stand Before You?

To the choirmaster: with cstringed instruments. A Psalm of dAsaph. A Song.

 PSALM 76  In Judah God is eknown;

his name is great in Israel.

2 His fabode has been established in gSalem,

his hdwelling place in Zion.

3 There he ibroke the flashing arrows,

the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah

 4 Glorious are you, more majestic

jthan the mountains full of kprey.

5 lThe stouthearted were stripped of their spoil;

mthey sank into sleep;

all the men of war

were unable to use their hands.

6 At your rebuke, O God of Jacob,

both nrider and horse lay stunned.

 7 oBut you, you are to be feared!

Who can pstand before you

when once your anger is roused?

8 From the heavens you uttered judgment;

qthe earth feared and was still,

9 when God rarose to establish judgment,

to save all the humble of the earth. Selah

 10 Surely sthe wrath of man shall praise you;

the remnant[1] of wrath you will put on like a belt.

11 tMake your vows to the LORD your God and perform them;

let all around him ubring gifts

to him who vis to be feared,

12 who wcuts off the spirit of princes,

who xis to be feared by the kings of the earth.

In the Day of Trouble I Seek the Lord

To the choirmaster: according to yJeduthun. A Psalm of zAsaph.

 PSALM 77  I acry aloud to God,

aloud to God, and he will hear me.

2 bIn the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;

in cthe night my dhand is stretched out without wearying;

my soul erefuses to be comforted.

3 When I remember God, I fmoan;

when I meditate, my spirit faints. Selah

 4 You hold my eyelids open;

I am so gtroubled that I cannot speak.

5 I consider hthe days of old,

the years long ago.

6 I said,[1] Let me remember my isong in the night;

let me jmeditate in my heart.

Then my spirit made a diligent search:

7 Will the Lord kspurn forever,

and never again lbe favorable?

8 Has his steadfast love forever ceased?

Are his mpromises at an end for all time?

9 nHas God forgotten to be gracious?

oHas he in anger shut up his compassion? Selah

 10 Then I said, I will appeal to this,

to the years of the pright hand of the Most High.[2]

 11 I will remember the deeds of the LORD;

yes, I will qremember your wonders of old.

12 I will ponder all your rwork,

and meditate on your smighty deeds.

13 Your way, O God, is tholy.

uWhat god is great like our God?

14 You are the God who vworks wonders;

you have wmade known your might among the peoples.

15 You xwith your arm redeemed your people,

the children of Jacob and Joseph. Selah

 16 When ythe waters saw you, O God,

when the waters saw you, they were afraid;

indeed, the deep trembled.

17 The clouds poured out water;

the skies zgave forth thunder;

your aarrows flashed on every side.

18 bThe crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;

cyour lightnings lighted up the world;

the earth dtrembled and shook.

19 Your eway was through the sea,

your path through the great waters;

yet your footprints fwere unseen.[3]

20 You gled your people like a flock

by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Tell the Coming Generation

A Maskil[1] of hAsaph.

 PSALM 78  iGive ear, O my people, to my teaching;

incline your ears to the words of my mouth!

2 jI will open my mouth kin a parable;

I will utter dark sayings from of old,

3 things that we have heard and known,

that our lfathers have told us.

4 We will not mhide them from their children,

but ntell to the coming generation

the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might,

and othe wonders that he has done.

 5 He established pa testimony in qJacob

and appointed a law in qIsrael,

which he commanded our fathers

to teach to their children,

6 that rthe next generation might know them,

the children yet unborn,

and arise and tell them to their children,

7 so that they should set their hope in God

and not forget sthe works of God,

but tkeep his commandments;

8 and that they should not be ulike their fathers,

va stubborn and rebellious generation,

a generation wwhose heart was not steadfast,

whose spirit was not faithful to God.

 9 The Ephraimites, armed with[2] the bow,

xturned back on the day of battle.

10 They ydid not keep Gods covenant,

but refused to walk according to his law.

11 They zforgot his works

and athe wonders that he had shown them.

12 In the sight of their fathers bhe performed wonders

in the land of Egypt, in cthe fields of Zoan.

13 He ddivided the sea and let them pass through it,

and made the waters estand like a heap.

14 fIn the daytime he led them with a cloud,

and all the night with a fiery light.

15 He gsplit rocks in the wilderness

and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.

16 He made streams come out of hthe rock

and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

 17 Yet they sinned still more against him,

irebelling against the Most High in the desert.

18 They jtested God in their heart

by demanding the food they craved.

19 They spoke against God, saying,

kCan God lspread a table in the wilderness?

20 mHe struck the rock so that water gushed out

and streams overflowed.

Can he also give bread

or provide meat for his people?

 21 Therefore, when the LORD heard, he was full of wrath;

na fire was kindled against Jacob;

his anger rose against Israel,

22 because they odid not believe in God

and did not trust his saving power.

23 Yet he commanded the skies above

and popened the doors of heaven,

24 and he qrained down on them manna to eat

and gave them rthe grain of heaven.

25 Man ate of the bread of sthe angels;

he sent them food tin abundance.

26 He ucaused the east wind to blow in the heavens,

and by his power he led out the south wind;

27 he rained meat on them like vdust,

winged birds like wthe sand of the seas;

28 he xlet them fall in the midst of their camp,

all around their dwellings.

29 And they yate and were well filled,

for he gave them what they zcraved.

30 But before they had satisfied their craving,

awhile the food was still in their mouths,

31 the anger of God rose against them,

and he killed bthe strongest of them

and laid low cthe young men of Israel.

 32 In spite of all this, they dstill sinned;

edespite his wonders, they did not believe.

33 So he made ftheir days gvanish like[3] a breath,[4]

and their years in terror.

34 When he killed them, they hsought him;

they repented and sought God earnestly.

35 They remembered that God was their irock,

the Most High God their jredeemer.

36 But they kflattered him with their mouths;

they llied to him with their tongues.

37 Their mheart was not nsteadfast toward him;

they were not faithful to his covenant.

38 Yet he, being ocompassionate,

patoned for their iniquity

and did not destroy them;

he restrained his anger often

and did not stir up all his wrath.

39 He qremembered that they were but rflesh,

sa wind that passes and comes not again.

40 How often they trebelled against him in the wilderness

and ugrieved him in vthe desert!

41 They wtested God again and again

and provoked xthe Holy One of Israel.

42 They ydid not remember his power[5]

or the day when he redeemed them from the foe,

43 zwhen he performed his asigns in Egypt

and his bmarvels in cthe fields of Zoan.

44 He dturned their rivers to blood,

so that they could not drink of their streams.

45 He sent among them swarms of eflies, which devoured them,

and ffrogs, which destroyed them.

46 He gave their crops to gthe destroying locust

and the fruit of their labor to the locust.

47 He destroyed their vines with hhail

and their sycamores with frost.

48 He gave over their icattle to the hail

and their flocks to thunderbolts.

49 He let loose on them his burning anger,

wrath, indignation, and distress,

a company of jdestroying angels.

50 He made a path for his anger;

he did not spare them from death,

but gave their lives over to the plague.

51 He struck down every kfirstborn in Egypt,

the firstfruits of their strength in the tents of lHam.

52 Then he led out his people mlike sheep

and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.

53 nHe led them in safety, so that they owere not afraid,

but pthe sea overwhelmed their enemies.

54 And he brought them to his qholy land,

rto the mountain which his right hand had swon.

55 He tdrove out nations before them;

he uapportioned them for a possession

and settled the tribes of Israel in their tents.

 56 Yet they vtested and wrebelled against the Most High God

and did not keep his testimonies,

57 but turned away and acted treacherously like their fathers;

they twisted like xa deceitful bow.

58 For they yprovoked him to anger with their zhigh places;

they amoved him to jealousy with their bidols.

59 When God heard, he was full of cwrath,

and he utterly rejected Israel.

60 He dforsook his dwelling at eShiloh,

the tent where he dwelt among mankind,

61 and delivered his fpower to captivity,

his gglory to the hand of the foe.

62 He hgave his people over to the sword

and ivented his wrath on his heritage.

63 jFire devoured their young men,

and their young women had no kmarriage song.

64 Their lpriests fell by the sword,

and their mwidows made no lamentation.

65 Then the Lord nawoke as from sleep,

like a strong man shouting because of wine.

66 And he oput his adversaries to rout;

he put them to everlasting shame.

 67 He rejected the tent of pJoseph;

he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,

68 but he chose the tribe of Judah,

Mount Zion, which he qloves.

69 He rbuilt his sanctuary like the high heavens,

like the earth, which he has founded forever.

70 He schose David his servant

and took him from the sheepfolds;

71 from tfollowing the nursing ewes he brought him

to ushepherd Jacob his people,

Israel his vinheritance.

72 With wupright heart he shepherded them

and xguided them with his skillful hand.

How Long, O LORD?

A Psalm of yAsaph.

 PSALM 79  O God, zthe nations have come into your ainheritance;

they have defiled your bholy temple;

they have claid Jerusalem in ruins.

2 They have given dthe bodies of your servants

to the birds of the heavens for food,

the flesh of your efaithful to fthe beasts of the earth.

3 They have poured out their blood like water

all around Jerusalem,

and there was gno one to bury them.

4 We have become ha taunt to our neighbors,

hmocked and derided by those around us.

 5 iHow long, O LORD? Will you be angry jforever?

Will your kjealousy lburn like fire?

6 mPour out your anger on the nations

that ndo not know you,

and on the kingdoms

that odo not call upon your name!

7 For they have devoured Jacob

and laid waste his habitation.

 8 pDo not remember against us qour former iniquities;[1]

let your compassion come speedily to meet us,

for we are rbrought very low.

9 sHelp us, O God of our salvation,

for the glory of your name;

deliver us, and tatone for our sins,

for your unames sake!

10 vWhy should the nations say,

Where is their God?

Let wthe avenging of the outpoured blood of your servants

be known among the nations before our eyes!

 11 Let xthe groans of the prisoners come before you;

according to your great power, preserve those ydoomed to die!

12 Return zsevenfold into the alap of our neighbors

the btaunts with which they have taunted you, O Lord!

13 But we your people, the csheep of your pasture,

will dgive thanks to you forever;

from generation to generation we will recount your praise.

Restore Us, O God

To the choirmaster: according to eLilies. A Testimony. Of fAsaph, a Psalm.

 PSALM 80  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead gJoseph like ha flock.

You who are ienthroned upon the cherubim, jshine forth.

2 Before kEphraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,

lstir up your might

and mcome to save us!

 3 nRestore us,[1] O God;

olet your face shine, that we may be saved!

 4 O pLORD God of hosts,

qhow long will you be angry with your peoples prayers?

5 You have fed them with rthe bread of tears

and given them tears to drink in full measure.

6 sYou make us an object of contention for our sneighbors,

and our enemies laugh among themselves.

 7 nRestore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine, that we may be saved!

 8 You brought ta vine out of Egypt;

you udrove out the nations and planted it.

9 You vcleared the ground for it;

it took deep root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its shade,

the mighty cedars with its branches.

11 It sent out its branches to wthe sea

and its shoots to wthe River.[2]

12 Why then have you xbroken down its walls,

so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?

13 yThe boar from the forest ravages it,

and all that move in the field feed on it.

 14 Turn again, O God of hosts!

zLook down from heaven, and see;

have regard for this vine,

15 the stock that your right hand planted,

and for the son whom you made strong for yourself.

16 They have aburned it with fire; they have acut it down;

may they perish at bthe rebuke of your face!

17 But clet your hand be on the man of your right hand,

the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!

18 Then we shall not turn back from you;

dgive us life, and we will call upon your name!

 19 eRestore us, O LORD God of hosts!

Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Oh, That My People Would Listen to Me

To the choirmaster: according to fThe Gittith.[1] Of gAsaph.

 PSALM 81  hSing aloud to God our strength;

ishout for joy to the God of Jacob!

2 Raise a song; sound jthe tambourine,

kthe sweet lyre with kthe harp.

3 Blow the trumpet at lthe new moon,

at the full moon, on our feast day.

 4 For it is a statute for Israel,

a rule[2] of the God of Jacob.

5 He made it ma decree in nJoseph

when he owent out over[3] the land of Egypt.

pI hear a language qI had not known:

6 I rrelieved your[4] shoulder of sthe burden;

your hands were freed from the basket.

7 In distress you tcalled, and I delivered you;

I uanswered you in the secret place of thunder;

I vtested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah

8 wHear, O my people, while I admonish you!

O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

9 There shall be no xstrange god among you;

you shall not bow down to a yforeign god.

10 zI am the LORD your God,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.

aOpen your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

 11 But my people did not listen to my voice;

Israel bwould not submit to me.

12 So I cgave them over to their dstubborn hearts,

to follow their own ecounsels.

13 fOh, that my people would listen to me,

that Israel would gwalk in my ways!

14 I would soon subdue their enemies

and hturn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the LORD would icringe toward him,

and their fate would last forever.

16 But he would feed you[5] with jthe finest of the wheat,

and with khoney from the rock I would satisfy you.

Rescue the Weak and Needy

A Psalm of lAsaph.

 PSALM 82  mGod nhas taken his place in the divine council;

in the midst of pthe gods he qholds judgment:

2 How long will you judge unjustly

and rshow partiality to sthe wicked? Selah

3 tGive justice to uthe weak and the fatherless;

vmaintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.

4 wRescue the weak and the needy;

xdeliver them from the hand of the wicked.

 5 yThey have neither knowledge nor understanding,

zthey walk about in darkness;

aall the foundations of the earth are bshaken.

 6 cI said, You are gods,

sons of the Most High, all of you;

7 nevertheless, like men dyou shall die,

and fall like any prince.[1]

 8 eArise, O God, judge the earth;

for you shall finherit all the nations!

O God, Do Not Keep Silence

A Song. A Psalm of gAsaph.

 PSALM 83  O God, do not keep silence;

hdo not hold your peace or be still, O God!

2 For behold, your enemies imake an uproar;

those who hate you have jraised their heads.

3 They lay kcrafty plans against your people;

they consult together against your ltreasured ones.

4 They say, Come, mlet us wipe them out as a nation;

let the name of Israel be remembered no more!

5 For they conspire with one accord;

against you they make a covenant

6 the tents of nEdom and othe Ishmaelites,

pMoab and qthe Hagrites,

7 rGebal and pAmmon and sAmalek,

tPhilistia with the inhabitants of uTyre;

8 vAsshur also has joined them;

they are the strong arm of wthe children of Lot. Selah

 9 Do to them as you did to xMidian,

as to ySisera and Jabin at zthe river Kishon,

10 who were destroyed at aEn-dor,

who became bdung for the ground.

11 Make their nobles like cOreb and Zeeb,

all their princes like dZebah and Zalmunna,

12 who said, eLet us take possession for ourselves

of the pastures of God.

 13 O my God, make them like fwhirling dust,[1]

like gchaff before the wind.

14 As hfire consumes the forest,

as the flame isets the mountains ablaze,

15 so may you pursue them jwith your tempest

and terrify them with your hurricane!

16 kFill their faces with shame,

that they may seek your name, O LORD.

17 Let them be lput to shame and dismayed forever;

let them perish in disgrace,

18 that they may mknow that you alone,

nwhose name is the LORD,

are othe Most High over all the earth.

My Soul Longs for the Courts of the LORD

To the choirmaster: according to pThe Gittith.[1] A Psalm of qthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 84  How rlovely is your sdwelling place,

O LORD of hosts!

2 My soul tlongs, yes, ufaints

for the courts of the LORD;

my heart and flesh sing for joy

to vthe living God.

 3 Even the sparrow finds a home,

and the swallow a nest for herself,

where she may lay her young,

at your altars, O LORD of hosts,

wmy King and my God.

4 xBlessed are those who dwell in your house,

ever ysinging your praise! Selah

 5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you,

zin whose heart are the highways to Zion.[2]

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca

they make it a place of springs;

athe early rain also covers it with bpools.

7 They go cfrom strength to strength;

each one dappears before God in Zion.

 8 O eLORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;

give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah

9 fBehold our gshield, O God;

look on the face of your anointed!

 10 For a day hin your courts is better

than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be ia doorkeeper in the house of my God

than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

11 For the LORD God is ja sun and gshield;

the LORD bestows favor and honor.

kNo good thing does he withhold

from those who lwalk uprightly.

12 O LORD of hosts,

mblessed is the one who trusts in you!

Revive Us Again

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of nthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 85  LORD, you were ofavorable to your land;

you prestored the fortunes of Jacob.

2 You qforgave the iniquity of your people;

you qcovered all their sin. Selah

3 You withdrew all your wrath;

you rturned from your hot anger.

 4 sRestore us again, O God of our salvation,

and put away your indignation toward us!

5 tWill you be angry with us forever?

Will you prolong your anger to all generations?

6 Will you not urevive us again,

that your people may vrejoice in you?

7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,

and grant us your salvation.

 8 wLet me hear what God the LORD will speak,

for he will xspeak peace to his people, to his ysaints;

but let them not zturn back to afolly.

9 Surely his bsalvation is near to those who fear him,

that cglory may dwell in our land.

 10 dSteadfast love and faithfulness meet;

erighteousness and peace kiss each other.

11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground,

and righteousness looks down from the sky.

12 Yes, fthe LORD will give what is good,

and our land gwill yield its increase.

13 hRighteousness will go before him

and make his footsteps a way.

Great Is Your Steadfast Love

iA Prayer of David.

 PSALM 86  jIncline your ear, O LORD, and answer me,

for I am kpoor and needy.

2 Preserve my life, for I am lgodly;

save your servant, who mtrusts in youyou are my God.

3 nBe gracious to me, O Lord,

for to you do I cry all the day.

4 Gladden the soul of your servant,

for oto you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.

5 For you, O Lord, are good and pforgiving,

qabounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.

6 rGive ear, O LORD, to my prayer;

listen to my plea for grace.

7 In sthe day of my trouble I call upon you,

tfor you answer me.

 8 There is unone like you among the gods, O Lord,

vnor are there any works like yours.

9 wAll the nations you have made shall come

and worship before you, O Lord,

and shall glorify your name.

10 For xyou are great and ydo wondrous things;

zyou alone are God.

11 aTeach me your way, O LORD,

that I may bwalk in your truth;

cunite my heart to fear your name.

12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,

and I will glorify your name forever.

13 dFor great is your steadfast love toward me;

you have edelivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

 14 O God, insolent men have frisen up against me;

a band of ruthless men seeks my life,

and they do not set you before them.

15 But you, O Lord, are a God gmerciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

16 hTurn to me and be gracious to me;

give your strength to iyour servant,

and save ithe son of your maidservant.

17 jShow me a sign of your kfavor,

that those who hate me may see and be put to shame

because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken

A Psalm of lthe Sons of Korah. A Song.

 PSALM 87  On mthe holy mount nstands the city he founded;

2 the LORD oloves the gates of Zion

more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.

3 pGlorious things of you are spoken,

O qcity of God. Selah

 4 Among those who rknow me I mention sRahab and Babylon;

behold, Philistia and Tyre, with tCush[1]

This one was born there, they say.

5 And of Zion it shall be said,

This one and that one were born in her;

for the Most High himself will uestablish her.

6 The LORD records as he vregisters the peoples,

This one was born there. Selah

 7 wSingers and xdancers alike say,

All my ysprings are in you.

I Cry Out Day and Night Before You

A Song. A Psalm of zthe Sons of Korah. To the choirmaster: according to aMahalath Leannoth. A Maskil[1] of bHeman the Ezrahite.

 PSALM 88  O LORD, cGod of my salvation;

I dcry out day and night before you.

2 Let my prayer come before you;

eincline your ear to my cry!

 3 For my soul is full of troubles,

and fmy life draws near to gSheol.

4 I am counted among those who hgo down to the pit;

I am a man who has no strength,

5 like one set loose among the dead,

like the slain that lie in the grave,

like those whom iyou remember no more,

for they are jcut off from your hand.

6 You have put me in kthe depths of the pit,

in the lregions dark and mdeep.

7 Your wrath nlies heavy upon me,

and you overwhelm me with oall your waves. Selah

 8 You have caused pmy companions to shun me;

you have made me qa horror[2] to them.

I am rshut in so that I cannot escape;

9 smy eye grows dim through sorrow.

Every day I call upon you, O LORD;

I tspread out my hands to you.

10 Do you work wonders for the dead?

uDo the departed rise up to praise you? Selah

11 Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,

or your faithfulness in Abaddon?

12 Are your vwonders known in wthe darkness,

or your righteousness in the land of xforgetfulness?

 13 But I, O LORD, cry yto you;

zin the morning my prayer comes before you.

14 O LORD, why ado you cast my soul away?

Why bdo you hide your face from me?

15 Afflicted and close to death from my youth up,

I suffer your terrors; I am helpless.[3]

16 Your wrath has swept over me;

your cdreadful assaults destroy me.

17 They dsurround me like a flood eall day long;

they fclose in on me together.

18 You have caused gmy beloved and my friend to shun me;

my companions have become darkness.[4]

I Will Sing of the Steadfast Love of the LORD

A Maskil[1] of hEthan the Ezrahite.

 PSALM 89  iI will sing of jthe steadfast love of the LORD, forever;

with my mouth I will make known your kfaithfulness to all generations.

2 For I said, jSteadfast love will be built up forever;

in the heavens lyou will establish your kfaithfulness.

3 You have said, I have made ma covenant with my nchosen one;

I have osworn to David my servant:

4 I will establish your poffspring forever,

and build your qthrone for all generations. Selah

 5 Let rthe heavens praise your swonders, O LORD,

your faithfulness in the assembly of tthe holy ones!

6 For uwho in the skies can be compared to the LORD?

uWho among the heavenly beings[2] is like the LORD,

7 a God greatly vto be feared in the council of tthe holy ones,

and awesome above all wwho are around him?

8 O LORD God of hosts,

xwho is mighty as you are, O yLORD,

with your faithfulness all around you?

9 You rule the raging of the sea;

when its waves rise, you zstill them.

10 You acrushed bRahab like a carcass;

you cscattered your enemies with your mighty arm.

11 dThe heavens are yours; the earth also is yours;

ethe world and all that is in it, you have ffounded them.

12 gThe north and the south, you have created them;

hTabor and iHermon jjoyously praise your name.

13 You have a mighty arm;

strong is your hand, high your right hand.

14 kRighteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;

lsteadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

15 Blessed are the people who know mthe festal shout,

who walk, O LORD, in nthe light of your face,

16 who exult in your oname all the day

and in your righteousness are pexalted.

17 For you are qthe glory of their strength;

by your favor our rhorn is exalted.

18 For our sshield belongs to the LORD,

our king to tthe Holy One of Israel.

 19 uOf old you spoke in a vision to your godly one,[3] and said:

I have vgranted help to one who is wmighty;

I have exalted one xchosen from the people.

20 yI have found David, my servant;

with my holy oil I have zanointed him,

21 so that my ahand shall be established with him;

my arm also shall strengthen him.

22 The enemy shall not outwit him;

bthe wicked shall not humble him.

23 I will ccrush his foes before him

and strike down those who hate him.

24 My dfaithfulness and my dsteadfast love shall be with him,

and in my name shall his ehorn be exalted.

25 I will set his hand on fthe sea

and his right hand on fthe rivers.

26 He shall cry to me, You are my gFather,

my God, and hthe Rock of my salvation.

27 And I will make him the ifirstborn,

jthe highest of the kings of the earth.

28 My steadfast love I will keep for him forever,

and my kcovenant will stand firm[4] for him.

29 I will establish his loffspring forever

and his lthrone as mthe days of the heavens.

30 nIf his children forsake my law

and do not walk according to my rules,[5]

31 if they violate my statutes

and do not keep my commandments,

32 then I will punish their transgression with othe rod

and their iniquity with stripes,

33 but I will not remove from him my steadfast love

or be false to my faithfulness.

34 I will not violate my kcovenant

or alter the word that went forth from my lips.

35 Once for all I have sworn pby my holiness;

I will not qlie to David.

36 His loffspring shall endure forever,

rhis lthrone as long as sthe sun before me.

37 Like sthe moon it shall be established forever,

ta faithful witness in the skies. Selah

 38 But now you have ucast off and rejected;

you are full of wrath against your vanointed.

39 You have wrenounced xthe covenant with your servant;

you have ydefiled his zcrown in the dust.

40 You have abreached all his walls;

you have laid his strongholds in ruins.

41 aAll who pass by plunder him;

he has become bthe scorn of his neighbors.

42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes;

you have made all his enemies rejoice.

43 You have also turned back the edge of his sword,

and you have not made him stand in battle.

44 You have made his splendor to cease

and cast his throne to the ground.

45 You have cut short cthe days of his youth;

you have dcovered him with shame. Selah

 46 eHow long, O LORD? Will you hide yourself forever?

How long will your wrath fburn like fire?

47 gRemember hhow short my itime is!

For what vanity you have created all the children of man!

48 jWhat man can live and never ksee death?

Who can deliver his soul from the power of lSheol? Selah

 49 Lord, where is your msteadfast love of old,

which by your mfaithfulness you swore to David?

50 nRemember, O Lord, how your servants are mocked,

and how I bear in my oheart the insults[6] of all the many nations,

51 with which your enemies mock, O LORD,

with which they mock pthe footsteps of your qanointed.

 52 rBlessed be the LORD forever!

Amen and Amen.

Book Four

From Everlasting to Everlasting

A sPrayer of Moses, the tman of God.

 PSALM 90  Lord, you have been our udwelling place[1]

in all generations.

2 vBefore the wmountains were brought forth,

or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

xfrom everlasting to everlasting you are God.

 3 You return man to dust

and say, yReturn, zO children of man![2]

4 For aa thousand years in your sight

are but as byesterday when it is past,

or as ca watch in the night.

 5 You dsweep them away as with a flood; they are like ea dream,

like fgrass that is renewed in the morning:

6 in ithe morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it jfades and kwithers.

 7 For we are brought to an end by your anger;

by your wrath we are dismayed.

8 You have lset our iniquities before you,

our msecret sins in the light of your presence.

 9 For all our days pass away under your wrath;

we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

10 The years of our life are seventy,

or even by reason of strength eighty;

yet their span[3] is but toil and trouble;

they are soon gone, and we fly away.

11 Who considers the power of your anger,

and your wrath according to the fear of you?

 12 nSo teach us to number our days

that we may get a heart of wisdom.

13 oReturn, O LORD! pHow long?

Have qpity on your servants!

14 Satisfy us in the smorning with your steadfast love,

that we may trejoice and be glad all our days.

15 Make us glad for as many days as you have uafflicted us,

and for as many years as we have seen evil.

16 Let your vwork be shown to your servants,

and your glorious power to their children.

17 Let the xfavor[4] of the Lord our God be upon us,

and establish ythe work of our hands upon us;

yes, establish the work of our hands!

My Refuge and My Fortress

 PSALM 91  He who dwells in athe shelter of the Most High

will abide in bthe shadow of the Almighty.

2 I will say[1] to the LORD, My crefuge and my dfortress,

my God, in whom I etrust.

 3 For he will deliver you from fthe snare of the fowler

and from the deadly pestilence.

4 He will gcover you with his pinions,

and under his hwings you will ifind refuge;

his jfaithfulness is ka shield and buckler.

5 lYou will not fear mthe terror of the night,

nor the arrow that flies by day,

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.

 7 A thousand may fall at your side,

ten thousand at your right hand,

but it will not come near you.

8 You will only look with your eyes

and nsee the recompense of the wicked.

 9 Because you have made the LORD your odwelling place

the Most High, who is my crefuge[2]

10 pno evil shall be allowed to befall you,

qno plague come near your tent.

 11 rFor he will command his sangels concerning you

to tguard you in all your ways.

12 On their hands they will bear you up,

lest you ustrike your foot against a stone.

13 You will tread on vthe lion and the wadder;

the young lion and xthe serpent you will ytrample underfoot.

 14 Because he zholds fast to me in love, I will deliver him;

I will protect him, because he aknows my name.

15 When he bcalls to me, I will answer him;

I will be with him in trouble;

I will rescue him and chonor him.

16 With dlong life I will satisfy him

and eshow him my salvation.

How Great Are Your Works

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.

 PSALM 92  fIt is good to give thanks to the LORD,

to sing praises to your name, gO Most High;

2 to declare your hsteadfast love in ithe morning,

and your hfaithfulness by inight,

3 to the music of jthe lute and jthe harp,

to the melody of jthe lyre.

4 For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your kwork;

at lthe works of your hands I sing for joy.

 5 How mgreat are your works, O LORD!

Your nthoughts are very odeep!

6 The stupid man cannot know;

the fool cannot understand this:

7 that though pthe wicked sprout like grass

and all qevildoers flourish,

they are doomed to destruction forever;

8 but you, O LORD, are ron high forever.

9 For behold, your enemies, O LORD,

for behold, your enemies shall perish;

all evildoers shall be sscattered.

 10 But you have exalted my thorn like that of uthe wild ox;

you have vpoured over me[1] fresh oil.

11 My weyes have seen the downfall of my enemies;

my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants.

 12 xThe righteous flourish like the palm tree

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

13 They are planted in the house of the LORD;

they flourish in ythe courts of our God.

14 They still bear fruit in old age;

they are ever full of sap and green,

15 zto declare that the LORD is upright;

he is my arock, and there is bno unrighteousness in him.

The LORD Reigns

 PSALM 93  cThe LORD reigns; he is drobed in majesty;

the LORD is erobed; he has fput on strength as his belt.

gYes, the world is established; hit shall never be moved.

2 iYour throne is established from of old;

jyou are from everlasting.

 3 kThe floods have lifted up, O LORD,

the floods have lifted up their voice;

the floods lift up their roaring.

4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters,

mightier than the waves of the sea,

lthe LORD mon high is mighty!

 5 Your ndecrees are very trustworthy;

oholiness befits your house,

O LORD, forevermore.

The LORD Will Not Forsake His People

 PSALM 94  O LORD, God of pvengeance,

O God of vengeance, qshine forth!

2 rRise up, O sjudge of the earth;

repay to the tproud what they deserve!

3 O LORD, uhow long shall the wicked,

how long shall vthe wicked exult?

4 They pour out their warrogant words;

all xthe evildoers boast.

5 They ycrush your people, O LORD,

and afflict your heritage.

6 They kill zthe widow and the sojourner,

and murder zthe fatherless;

7 aand they say, The LORD does not see;

the God of Jacob does not perceive.

 8 bUnderstand, O dullest of the people!

Fools, when will you be wise?

9 cHe who planted the ear, does he not hear?

He who formed the eye, does he not see?

10 He who ddisciplines the nations, does he not rebuke?

He who eteaches man knowledge

11 fthe LORDknows the thoughts of man,

that they are gbut a breath.[1]

 12 hBlessed is the man whom you idiscipline, O LORD,

and whom you teach out of your law,

13 to give him jrest from kdays of trouble,

until la pit is dug for the wicked.

14 mFor the LORD will not forsake his npeople;

he will not abandon his nheritage;

15 for ojustice will return to the righteous,

and all the upright in heart will pfollow it.

 16 qWho rises up for me against the wicked?

Who stands up for me against evildoers?

17 rIf the LORD had not been my help,

my soul would soon have lived in the land of ssilence.

18 When I thought, tMy foot slips,

your steadfast love, O LORD, uheld me up.

19 When the cares of my heart are many,

your consolations cheer my soul.

20 Can wwicked rulers be allied with you,

those who frame injustice by xstatute?

21 They yband together against the life of the righteous

and condemn zthe innocent to death.[2]

22 But the LORD has become my astronghold,

and my God bthe rock of my crefuge.

23 He will bring back on them dtheir iniquity

and ewipe them out for their wickedness;

the LORD our God will wipe them out.

Let Us Sing Songs of Praise

 PSALM 95  Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us fmake a joyful noise to gthe rock of our salvation!

2 Let us hcome into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us fmake a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

3 For the LORD is ia great God,

and a great King jabove all gods.

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are his also.

5 The sea is his, for khe made it,

and his hands formed kthe dry land.

 6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down;

let us lkneel before the LORD, our mMaker!

7 For he is our nGod,

and we are the people of his opasture,

and the sheep of his hand.

pToday, if you qhear his voice,

8 rdo not harden your hearts, as at sMeribah,

as on the day at tMassah in the wilderness,

9 when your fathers put me to the utest

and put me to the proof, though they had seen my vwork.

10 wFor forty years I loathed that generation

and said, They are a people who go astray in their heart,

and they have not known xmy ways.

11 Therefore I yswore in my wrath,

They shall not enter zmy rest.

Worship in the Splendor of Holiness

 PSALM 96  aOh sing to the LORD ba new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth!

2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name;

ctell of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous works among all the peoples!

4 For dgreat is the LORD, and egreatly to be praised;

he is to be feared above fall gods.

5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,

but the LORD gmade the heavens.

6 Splendor and majesty are before him;

hstrength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

 7 Ascribe to the LORD, O ifamilies of the peoples,

jascribe to the LORD glory and strength!

8 Ascribe to the LORD kthe glory due his name;

bring lan offering, and mcome into his courts!

9 Worship the LORD in nthe splendor of holiness;[1]

otremble before him, all the earth!

 10 Say among the nations, pThe LORD reigns!

Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;

he will qjudge the peoples with equity.

 11 Let rthe heavens be glad, and let sthe earth rejoice;

let tthe sea roar, and all that fills it;

12 let uthe field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall all vthe trees of the forest sing for joy

13 before the LORD, for he comes,

for he comes wto judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness,

and the peoples in his faithfulness.

The LORD Reigns

 PSALM 97  xThe LORD reigns, ylet the earth rejoice;

let the many zcoastlands be glad!

2 aClouds and thick darkness are all around him;

brighteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.

3 cFire goes before him

and burns up his adversaries all around.

4 His dlightnings light up the world;

the earth sees and etrembles.

5 The mountains fmelt like gwax before the LORD,

before hthe Lord of all the earth.

 6 iThe heavens proclaim his righteousness,

and all jthe peoples see his glory.

7 All worshipers of images are kput to shame,

who make their boast in lworthless idols;

mworship him, all you gods!

 8 Zion hears and nis glad,

and the daughters of Judah rejoice,

because of your judgments, O LORD.

9 For you, O LORD, are omost high over all the earth;

you are exalted far above pall gods.

 10 O you who love the LORD, qhate evil!

He rpreserves the lives of his ssaints;

he tdelivers them from the hand of the wicked.

11 uLight vis sown[1] for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart.

12 wRejoice in the LORD, O you righteous,

and xgive thanks to his holy name!

Make a Joyful Noise to the LORD

A Psalm.

 PSALM 98  Oh sing to the LORD ya new song,

for he has done zmarvelous things!

His aright hand and his holy arm

have worked salvation for him.

2 The LORD has bmade known his salvation;

he has crevealed his righteousness in dthe sight of the nations.

3 He has eremembered his fsteadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel.

All gthe ends of the earth have seen

hthe salvation of our God.

 4 iMake a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;

jbreak forth into joyous song and sing praises!

5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,

with the lyre and the ksound of melody!

6 With ltrumpets and the sound of mthe horn

imake a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!

 7 nLet the sea roar, and oall that fills it;

othe world and those who dwell in it!

8 Let the rivers pclap their hands;

let qthe hills sing for joy together

9 before the LORD, for he comes

to rjudge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with equity.

The LORD Our God Is Holy

 PSALM 99  sThe LORD reigns; tlet the peoples tremble!

He usits enthroned upon the cherubim; vlet the earth quake!

2 The LORD is wgreat in Zion;

he is xexalted over all the peoples.

3 Let them praise your ygreat and awesome name!

zHoly is he!

4 aThe King in his might bloves justice.[1]

You have established equity;

you have executed justice

and righteousness in Jacob.

5 cExalt the LORD our God;

dworship at his efootstool!

zHoly is he!

 6 fMoses and Aaron were among his gpriests,

Samuel also was among those who hcalled upon his name.

They icalled to the LORD, and he answered them.

7 In jthe pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;

they kkept his testimonies

and the statute that he gave them.

 8 O LORD our God, you answered them;

you were la forgiving God to them,

but man avenger of their wrongdoings.

9 Exalt the LORD our God,

and worship at his nholy mountain;

for the LORD our God is holy!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

A Psalm for ogiving thanks.

 PSALM 100  pMake a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!

2 qServe the LORD with gladness!

rCome into his presence with singing!

 3 Know that sthe LORD, he is God!

It is he who tmade us, and uwe are his;[1]

we are his vpeople, and wthe sheep of his pasture.

 4 xEnter his gates with thanksgiving,

and his ycourts with praise!

Give thanks to him; zbless his name!

 5 aFor the LORD is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,

and his bfaithfulness to all generations.

I Will Walk with Integrity

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 101  I will sing of csteadfast love and justice;

to you, O LORD, I will make music.

2 I will dponder the way ethat is blameless.

Oh when will you fcome to me?

I will gwalk with hintegrity of heart

within my house;

3 I will not set before my eyes

anything ithat is worthless.

I hate the work of those who jfall away;

it shall not cling to me.

4 kA perverse heart shall be far from me;

I will lknow nothing of evil.

 5 Whoever slanders his neighbor msecretly

I will ndestroy.

Whoever has a ohaughty look and an parrogant heart

I will not endure.

 6 I will look with favor on the faithful in the land,

that they may dwell with me;

he who walks in qthe way that is blameless

shall minister to me.

 7 No one who rpractices deceit

shall dwell in my house;

no one who utters lies

shall scontinue before my eyes.

 8 tMorning by morning I will destroy

all the wicked in the land,

ucutting off all vthe evildoers

from wthe city of the LORD.

Do Not Hide Your Face from Me

A Prayer of one afflicted, when he is xfaint and ypours out his complaint before the LORD.

 PSALM 102  zHear my prayer, O LORD;

let my cry acome to you!

2 bDo not hide your face from me

in cthe day of my distress!

dIncline your ear to me;

eanswer me speedily fin the day when I call!

 3 For my days gpass away like smoke,

and my hbones burn like a furnace.

4 My heart is istruck down like grass and jhas withered;

I kforget to eat my bread.

5 Because of my loud groaning

my lbones cling to my flesh.

6 I am like ma desert owl of the wilderness,

like an owl[1] of the waste places;

7 I nlie awake;

I am like a lonely sparrow on the housetop.

8 All the day my enemies taunt me;

those who oderide me puse my name for a curse.

9 For I eat ashes like bread

and qmingle tears with my drink,

10 because of your indignation and anger;

for you have rtaken me up and sthrown me down.

11 My days are like tan evening shadow;

I jwither away like grass.

 12 But you, O LORD, are uenthroned forever;

you vare remembered throughout all generations.

13 You will warise and have xpity on Zion;

it is the time to favor her;

ythe appointed time has come.

14 For your servants hold her zstones dear

and have pity on her dust.

15 Nations will afear the name of the LORD,

and all bthe kings of the earth will fear your glory.

16 For the LORD cbuilds up Zion;

he dappears in his glory;

17 he eregards the prayer of the destitute

and does not despise their prayer.

 18 Let this be frecorded for ga generation to come,

so that ha people yet to be created may praise the LORD:

19 that he ilooked down from his holy height;

from heaven the LORD looked at the earth,

20 to hear jthe groans of the prisoners,

to set free kthose who were doomed to die,

21 that they may ldeclare in Zion the name of the LORD,

and in Jerusalem his praise,

22 when mpeoples gather together,

and kingdoms, to worship the LORD.

 23 He has broken my strength in midcourse;

he nhas shortened my days.

24 O my God, oI say, take me not away

in the midst of my days

pyou whose years endure

throughout all generations!

 25 qOf old you laid the foundation of the earth,

and rthe heavens are the work of your hands.

26 sThey will perish, but tyou will remain;

they will all wear out like a garment.

You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away,

27 but uyou are the same, and your years have no end.

28 vThe children of your servants wshall dwell secure;

xtheir offspring shall be established before you.

Bless the LORD, O My Soul

Of David.

 PSALM 103  yBless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me,

bless his holy name!

2 yBless the LORD, O my soul,

and zforget not all his benefits,

3 who aforgives all your iniquity,

who bheals all your diseases,

4 who credeems your life from the pit,

who dcrowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

5 who esatisfies you with good

so that your youth is renewed like fthe eagles.

 6 The LORD works grighteousness

and justice for all who are oppressed.

7 He made known his hways to Moses,

his iacts to the people of Israel.

8 The LORD is jmerciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9 kHe will not always chide,

nor will he lkeep his anger forever.

10 He does not deal with us maccording to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.

11 For nas high as the heavens are above the earth,

so great is his osteadfast love toward pthose who fear him;

12 as far as the east is from the west,

so far does he qremove our transgressions from us.

13 As ra father shows compassion to his children,

so the LORD shows compassion pto those who fear him.

14 For he knows our frame;[1]

he sremembers that we are dust.

 15 As for man, his days are like tgrass;

he flourishes like ua flower of the field;

16 for vthe wind passes over it, and wit is gone,

and xits place knows it no more.

17 But ythe steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on pthose who fear him,

and his righteousness to zchildrens children,

18 to those who akeep his covenant

and bremember to do his commandments.

19 The LORD has cestablished his throne in the heavens,

and his dkingdom rules over all.

 20 Bless the LORD, O you ehis angels,

you fmighty ones who gdo his word,

obeying the voice of his word!

21 Bless the LORD, all his hhosts,

his iministers, who do his will!

22 jBless the LORD, all his works,

in all places of his dominion.

kBless the LORD, O my soul!

O LORD My God, You Are Very Great

 PSALM 104  lBless the LORD, O my soul!

O LORD my God, you are mvery great!

nYou are clothed with splendor and majesty,

2 covering yourself with light as with a garment,

ostretching out the heavens plike a tent.

3 He qlays the beams of his rchambers on the waters;

he makes sthe clouds his chariot;

he rides on tthe wings of the wind;

4 he umakes his messengers winds,

his vministers wa flaming fire.

 5 He xset the earth on its foundations,

so that it should never be moved.

6 You ycovered it with the deep as with a garment;

the waters stood above the mountains.

7 At zyour rebuke they fled;

at athe sound of your thunder they btook to flight.

8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down

to the place that you cappointed for them.

9 You set da boundary that they may not pass,

so that they emight not again cover the earth.

 10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys;

they flow between the hills;

11 they fgive drink to every beast of the field;

the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell;

they sing among the branches.

13 gFrom your lofty abode you hwater the mountains;

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.

 14 You cause ithe grass to grow for the livestock

and jplants for man to cultivate,

that he may bring forth kfood from the earth

15 and lwine to gladden the heart of man,

moil to make his face shine

and bread to nstrengthen mans heart.

 16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly,

othe cedars of Lebanon pthat he planted.

17 In them the birds build their nests;

the stork has her home in the fir trees.

18 The high mountains are for qthe wild goats;

the rocks are a refuge for rthe rock badgers.

 19 He made the moon to mark the sseasons;[1]

the sun knows its time for setting.

20 tYou make darkness, and it is night,

when all the beasts of the forest creep about.

21 uThe young lions roar for their prey,

seeking their food from God.

22 When the sun rises, they steal away

and lie down in their vdens.

23 wMan goes out to his work

and to his labor until the evening.

 24 O LORD, how manifold are your works!

In xwisdom have you made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.

25 Here is the sea, great and wide,

ywhich teems with creatures innumerable,

living things both small and great.

26 There go the ships,

and zLeviathan, which you formed to aplay in it.[2]

 27 These ball look to you,

to cgive them their food in due season.

28 When you give it to them, they gather it up;

when you dopen your hand, they are filled with good things.

29 When you ehide your face, they are fdismayed;

when you gtake away their breath, they die

and hreturn to their dust.

30 When you isend forth your Spirit,[3] they are created,

and you jrenew the face of the ground.

 31 May the glory of the LORD kendure forever;

may the LORD lrejoice in his works,

32 who looks on the earth and it mtrembles,

who ntouches the mountains and they smoke!

33 I will sing to the LORD oas long as I live;

I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

34 May my pmeditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the LORD.

35 Let qsinners be consumed from the earth,

and let the wicked be no more!

rBless the LORD, O my soul!

sPraise the LORD!

Tell of All His Wonderful Works

 PSALM 105  tOh give thanks to the LORD; ucall upon his name;

vmake known his deeds among the peoples!

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;

wtell of all his wondrous works!

3 Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

4 Seek the LORD and his xstrength;

yseek his presence continually!

5 Remember the zwondrous works that he has done,

his miracles, and athe judgments he uttered,

6 O offspring of bAbraham, his servant,

children of Jacob, his cchosen ones!

 7 He is the LORD our God;

his djudgments are in all the earth.

8 He eremembers his covenant forever,

the word that he commanded, for fa thousand generations,

9 gthe covenant that he made with Abraham,

his hsworn promise to Isaac,

10 which he confirmed to iJacob as a statute,

to Israel as an everlasting covenant,

11 saying, jTo you I will give the land of Canaan

as kyour portion for an inheritance.

 12 When they were lfew in number,

of little account, and msojourners in it,

13 wandering from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people,

14 he nallowed no one to oppress them;

he orebuked kings on their account,

15 saying, pTouch not my anointed ones,

do my prophets no harm!

 16 When he qsummoned a famine on the land

and rbroke all supply[1] of bread,

17 he had ssent a man ahead of them,

Joseph, who was tsold as a slave.

18 His ufeet were hurt with fetters;

his neck was put in a collar of iron;

19 until vwhat he had said came to pass,

the word of the LORD wtested him.

20 xThe king sent and yreleased him;

the ruler of the peoples set him free;

21 he zmade him lord of his house

and ruler of all his possessions,

22 to bind[2] his princes at his pleasure

and to teach his elders wisdom.

 23 Then aIsrael came to Egypt;

Jacob bsojourned in cthe land of Ham.

24 And the LORD dmade his people very fruitful

and made them stronger than their foes.

25 He eturned their hearts to hate his people,

to fdeal craftily with his servants.

 26 He gsent Moses, his servant,

and Aaron, hwhom he had chosen.

27 iThey performed his signs among them

and miracles in cthe land of Ham.

28 He jsent darkness, and made the land dark;

they kdid not rebel[3] against his words.

29 He turned their waters into blood

and lcaused their fish to die.

30 Their land swarmed with frogs,

even in mthe chambers of their kings.

31 He spoke, and there came nswarms of flies,

oand gnats throughout their country.

32 He gave them hail for rain,

and fiery plightning bolts through their land.

33 He struck down their vines and fig trees,

and qshattered the trees of their country.

34 He spoke, and the rlocusts came,

young locusts without number,

35 which devoured all the vegetation in their land

and ate up the fruit of their ground.

36 He sstruck down all the firstborn in their land,

sthe firstfruits of all their strength.

 37 Then he brought out Israel with tsilver and gold,

and there was none among his tribes who stumbled.

38 uEgypt was glad when they departed,

for vdread of them had fallen upon it.

 39 He wspread a cloud for a covering,

and fire to give light by night.

40 xThey asked, and he ybrought quail,

and gave them zbread from heaven in abundance.

41 He opened the rock, and awater gushed out;

it flowed through bthe desert like a river.

42 For he cremembered his holy promise,

and dAbraham, his servant.

 43 So he brought his people out with joy,

his dchosen ones with esinging.

44 And he fgave them the lands of the nations,

and they took possession of the fruit of the peoples toil,

45 that they might gkeep his statutes

and hobserve his laws.

iPraise the LORD!

Give Thanks to the LORD, for He Is Good

 PSALM 106  iPraise the LORD!

jOh give thanks to the LORD, kfor he is good,

lfor his steadfast love endures forever!

2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD,

or declare all his praise?

3 Blessed are they who observe justice,

who mdo righteousness at all times!

 4 nRemember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people;

help me when you save them,[1]

5 that I may look upon the prosperity of your ochosen ones,

that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,

that I may glory with your inheritance.

 6 pBoth we and qour fathers have sinned;

we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedness.

7 Our fathers, when they were in Egypt,

did not consider your wondrous works;

they rdid not remember the abundance of your steadfast love,

but srebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.

8 Yet he saved them tfor his names sake,

uthat he might make known his mighty power.

9 He vrebuked the Red Sea, and it wbecame dry,

and he xled them through the deep as through a desert.

10 So he ysaved them from the hand of the foe

and zredeemed them from the power of the enemy.

11 And athe waters covered their adversaries;

not one of them was left.

12 Then bthey believed his words;

they csang his praise.

 13 But they soon dforgot his works;

they did not wait for ehis counsel.

14 But they had fa wanton craving in the wilderness,

and gput God to the test in the desert;

15 he hgave them what they asked,

but sent ia wasting disease among them.

 16 When men in the camp jwere jealous of Moses

and Aaron, kthe holy one of the LORD,

17 lthe earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,

and covered the company of Abiram.

18 mFire also broke out in their company;

the flame burned up the wicked.

 19 They nmade a calf in Horeb

and worshiped a metal image.

20 They oexchanged the glory of God[2]

for the image of an ox that eats grass.

21 They pforgot God, their Savior,

who had done great things in Egypt,

22 wondrous works in qthe land of Ham,

and awesome deeds by the Red Sea.

23 Therefore rhe said he would destroy them

had not Moses, his schosen one,

tstood in the breach before him,

to turn away his wrath from destroying them.

 24 Then they udespised vthe pleasant land,

having wno faith in his promise.

25 They xmurmured in their tents,

and did not obey the voice of the LORD.

26 Therefore he yraised his hand and swore to them

that he would make them fall in the wilderness,

27 and would make their offspring fall among the nations,

zscattering them among the lands.

 28 Then they ayoked themselves to the aBaal of Peor,

and ate sacrifices offered to bthe dead;

29 they provoked the LORD to anger with their deeds,

and a plague broke out among them.

30 Then cPhinehas stood up and intervened,

and the plague was stayed.

31 And that was dcounted to him as righteousness

from generation to generation forever.

 32 They eangered him at the waters of Meribah,

and it went ill with Moses on their account,

33 for they fmade his spirit bitter,[3]

and he gspoke rashly with his lips.

 34 They did not hdestroy the peoples,

ias the LORD commanded them,

35 but they jmixed with the nations

and learned to do as they did.

36 They served their idols,

which became ka snare to them.

37 They lsacrificed their sons

and their daughters to mthe demons;

38 they poured out innocent blood,

the blood of their sons and daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan,

and the land was npolluted with blood.

39 Thus they obecame unclean by their acts,

and pplayed the whore in their deeds.

 40 Then qthe anger of the LORD was kindled against rhis people,

and he abhorred his rheritage;

41 he sgave them into the hand of the nations,

so that those who hated them ruled over them.

42 Their enemies toppressed them,

and they were brought into subjection under their power.

43 uMany times he delivered them,

but they were rebellious in their vpurposes

and were wbrought low through their iniquity.

 44 Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress,

when he xheard their cry.

45 For their sake he yremembered his covenant,

and zrelented according to athe abundance of his steadfast love.

46 He caused them to be bpitied

by all those who held them captive.

 47 cSave us, O LORD our God,

and dgather us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name

and glory in your praise.

 48 eBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting!

eAnd let all the people say, Amen!

fPraise the LORD!

Book Five

Let the Redeemed of the LORD Say So

 PSALM 107  gOh give thanks to the LORD, hfor he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever!

2 Let ithe redeemed of the LORD say so,

whom he has jredeemed from trouble[1]

3 and kgathered in from the lands,

from the east and from the west,

from the north and from the south.

 4 Some lwandered in desert wastes,

finding no way mto a city to dwell in;

5 hungry and thirsty,

their soul nfainted within them.

6 Then they ocried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

7 He led them by pa straight way

till they reached ma city to dwell in.

8 qLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

9 For he rsatisfies the longing soul,

sand the hungry soul he fills with good things.

 10 tSome sat in darkness and in uthe shadow of death,

prisoners in vaffliction and in irons,

11 for they whad rebelled against the words of God,

and xspurned the counsel of the Most High.

12 So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor;

they fell down, ywith none to help.

13 zThen they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

14 He brought them out of adarkness and the shadow of death,

and bburst their bonds apart.

15 cLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

16 For he dshatters the doors of bronze

and cuts in two the bars of iron.

 17 Some were efools through their sinful ways,

and because of their iniquities suffered affliction;

18 fthey loathed any kind of food,

and they gdrew near to hthe gates of death.

19 iThen they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

20 He jsent out his word and khealed them,

and ldelivered them from their destruction.

21 mLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

22 And let them noffer sacrifices of thanksgiving,

and otell of his deeds in psongs of joy!

 23 Some qwent down to the sea in ships,

doing business on the great waters;

24 they saw the deeds of the LORD,

his wondrous works in the deep.

25 For he rcommanded and sraised the stormy wind,

which lifted up the waves of the sea.

26 They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths;

their courage tmelted away in their evil plight;

27 they reeled and ustaggered like drunken men

and vwere at their wits end.[2]

28 wThen they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

29 He xmade the storm be still,

and the waves of the sea were hushed.

30 Then they were glad that the waters[3] were quiet,

and he brought them to their desired haven.

31 yLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

32 Let them zextol him in athe congregation of the people,

and praise him in the assembly of the elders.

 33 He bturns rivers into a desert,

springs of water into thirsty ground,

34 ca fruitful land into a salty waste,

because of the evil of its inhabitants.

35 He dturns a desert into pools of water,

ea parched land into springs of water.

36 And there he lets the hungry dwell,

and they establish fa city to live in;

37 they sow fields and plant vineyards

and get a fruitful yield.

38 gBy his blessing they multiply greatly,

and he does not let their livestock diminish.

 39 When they are diminished and brought low

through oppression, evil, and sorrow,

40 hhe pours contempt on princes

and imakes them wander jin trackless wastes;

41 but khe raises up the needy out of affliction

and lmakes their families like flocks.

42 mThe upright see it and are glad,

and nall wickedness shuts its mouth.

 43 oWhoever is wise, let him attend to these things;

let them consider the steadfast love of the LORD.

With God We Shall Do Valiantly

A Song. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 108  pMy heart is steadfast, O God!

I will sing and make melody with all my being![1]

2 Awake, O harp and lyre!

I will awake the dawn!

3 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples;

I will sing praises to you among the nations.

4 For your steadfast love is great qabove the heavens;

your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

 5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth!

6 rThat your beloved ones may be delivered,

give salvation by your right hand and answer me!

 7 God has promised in his holiness:[2]

With exultation I will divide up Shechem

and portion out the Valley of Succoth.

8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine;

Ephraim is my helmet,

Judah my scepter.

9 Moab is my washbasin;

upon Edom I cast my shoe;

sover Philistia I shout in triumph.

 10 Who will bring me to the fortified city?

Who will lead me to Edom?

11 Have you not rejected us, O God?

You do not go out, O God, with our armies.

12 Oh grant us help against the foe,

for vain is the salvation of man!

13 With God we shall do valiantly;

it is he who will tread down our foes.

Help Me, O LORD My God

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 109  tBe not silent, O uGod of my praise!

2 For wicked and vdeceitful mouths are opened against me,

speaking against me with lying tongues.

3 They encircle me with words of hate,

and attack me wwithout cause.

4 In return for my love they xaccuse me,

but I ygive myself to prayer.[1]

5 So they zreward me evil for good,

and hatred for my love.

 6 aAppoint a wicked man bagainst him;

let an accuser stand cat his right hand.

7 When he is tried, let him come forth guilty;

let his dprayer be counted as sin!

8 May his edays be few;

may fanother take his goffice!

9 May his hchildren be fatherless

and his wife a widow!

10 May his children iwander about and beg,

jseeking food far from the ruins they inhabit!

11 May kthe creditor seize all that he has;

may kstrangers plunder the fruits of his toil!

12 Let there be none to lextend kindness to him,

nor any to mpity his fatherless children!

13 May his nposterity be cut off;

may his oname be blotted out in the second generation!

14 May pthe iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD,

and let not the sin of his mother be qblotted out!

15 rLet them be before the LORD continually,

that he may scut off the memory of them from the earth!

 16 For he did not remember to show kindness,

but pursued tthe poor and needy

and uthe brokenhearted, to put them to death.

17 vHe loved to curse; let curses come[2] upon him!

He did not delight in blessing; may it be far[3] from him!

18 He wclothed himself with cursing as his coat;

may it xsoak[4] into his body like water,

like oil into his bones!

19 May it be like a garment that he wraps around him,

like a belt that he puts on every day!

20 May this be the reward of my yaccusers from the LORD,

of those who speak evil against my life!

 21 But you, O GOD my Lord,

deal on my behalf zfor your names sake;

because your asteadfast love is good, deliver me!

22 For I am bpoor and needy,

and my heart is stricken within me.

23 I am gone like ca shadow at evening;

I am dshaken off like a locust.

24 My knees are weak ethrough fasting;

my fbody has become gaunt, with no fat.

25 I am gan object of scorn to my accusers;

when they see me, they hwag their heads.

 26 iHelp me, O LORD my God!

Save me according to your steadfast love!

27 Let them jknow that this is your hand;

you, O LORD, have done it!

28 kLet them curse, but you will bless!

They arise and are put to shame, but lyour servant will be glad!

29 May my accusers be mclothed with dishonor;

may they nbe wrapped in their own shame as in a cloak!

 30 With my mouth I will give great thanks to the LORD;

I will opraise him in the midst of the throng.

31 For he stands pat the right hand of the needy one,

to save him from those who condemn his soul to death.

Sit at My Right Hand

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 110  qThe LORD says to my Lord:

rSit at my right hand,

suntil I make your enemies your tfootstool.

 2 The LORD sends forth ufrom Zion

vyour mighty scepter.

wRule in the midst of your enemies!

3 xYour people will yoffer themselves freely

on the day of your zpower,[1]

in aholy garments;[2]

from the womb of the morning,

the dew of your youth will be yours.[3]

4 bThe LORD has csworn

and will dnot change his mind,

eYou are fa priest gforever

after the order of hMelchizedek.

 5 The Lord is at your iright hand;

he will jshatter kings on kthe day of his wrath.

6 He will lexecute judgment among the nations,

mfilling them with corpses;

he will nshatter chiefs[4]

over the wide earth.

7 He will odrink from the brook by the way;

therefore he will lift up his head.

Great Are the LORDs Works

 PSALM 111  [1] pPraise the LORD!

I qwill give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

in the company of rthe upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the sworks of the LORD,

tstudied by all who delight in them.

3 uFull of splendor and majesty is his work,

and his vrighteousness endures forever.

4 He has wcaused his wondrous works to be remembered;

the LORD is gracious and merciful.

5 He provides food for those who fear him;

he xremembers his covenant forever.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works,

in giving them the inheritance of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;

all his precepts are ytrustworthy;

8 they are zestablished forever and ever,

to be performed with afaithfulness and uprightness.

9 He sent bredemption to his people;

he has ccommanded his covenant forever.

dHoly and awesome is his name!

10 eThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

all those who practice it have fa good understanding.

His gpraise endures forever!

The Righteous Will Never Be Moved

 PSALM 112  [1] hPraise the LORD!

iBlessed is the man who fears the LORD,

who jgreatly delights in his commandments!

2 His koffspring will be mighty in the land;

lthe generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 mWealth and riches are in his house,

and his nrighteousness endures forever.

4 Light dawns in the darkness ofor the upright;

he is gracious, merciful, and prighteous.

5 It is well with the man who qdeals generously and lends;

who conducts his affairs with justice.

6 For the righteous will rnever be moved;

she will be remembered forever.

7 He is not tafraid of bad news;

his uheart is firm, vtrusting in the LORD.

8 His heart is steady; he will not be afraid,

until he looks in triumph on his adversaries.

9 He has wdistributed freely; he has given to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever;

his xhorn is exalted in honor.

10 The wicked man sees it and is angry;

he ygnashes his teeth and zmelts away;

athe desire of the wicked will perish!

Who Is like the LORD Our God?

 PSALM 113  bPraise the LORD!

cPraise, O dservants of the LORD,

praise the name of the LORD!

 2 eBlessed be the name of the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore!

3 fFrom the rising of the sun to its setting,

gthe name of the LORD is hto be praised!

 4 The LORD is ihigh above all nations,

and his jglory above the heavens!

5 kWho is like the LORD our God,

who is seated on high,

6 who llooks far down

on the heavens and the earth?

7 He mraises the poor from the dust

and lifts the needy from the ash heap,

8 to make them nsit with princes,

with the princes of his people.

9 He ogives the barren woman a home,

making her the joyous mother of children.

bPraise the LORD!

Tremble at the Presence of the Lord

 PSALM 114  When pIsrael went out from Egypt,

the house of Jacob from qa people of strange language,

2 Judah became his rsanctuary,

Israel his dominion.

 3 sThe sea looked and fled;

tJordan turned back.

4 uThe mountains skipped like rams,

the hills like lambs.

 5 What vails you, O sea, that you flee?

O Jordan, that you turn back?

6 O mountains, that you skip like rams?

O hills, like lambs?

 7 wTremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,

at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8 who turns xthe rock into ya pool of water,

zthe flint into a spring of water.

To Your Name Give Glory

 PSALM 115  aNot to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory,

bfor the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!

 2 Why should the nations say,

cWhere is their God?

3 dOur God is in the heavens;

ehe does all that he pleases.

 4 fTheir idols are silver and gold,

gthe work of human hands.

5 They have mouths, hbut do not speak;

eyes, but do not see.

6 They have ears, but do not hear;

noses, but do not smell.

7 They have hands, but do not feel;

feet, but do not walk;

and they do not make a sound in their throat.

8 iThose who make them become like them;

so do all who trust in them.

 9 O jIsrael,[1] ktrust in the LORD!

He is their lhelp and their shield.

10 O jhouse of Aaron, trust in the LORD!

He is their help and mtheir shield.

11 You nwho fear the LORD, trust in the LORD!

He is their help and their shield.

 12 The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us;

he will bless othe house of Israel;

he will bless othe house of Aaron;

13 he will pbless those who fear the LORD,

qboth the small and the great.

 14 May the LORD rgive you increase,

you and your children!

15 May syou be blessed by the LORD,

twho made heaven and earth!

 16 The heavens are the LORDs heavens,

but the earth he has given to the children of man.

17 uThe dead do not praise the LORD,

nor do any who go down into vsilence.

18 But wwe will bless the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore.

xPraise the LORD!

I Love the LORD

 PSALM 116  I ylove the LORD, because he has zheard

my voice and my pleas for mercy.

2 Because he ainclined his ear to me,

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

3 bThe snares of death encompassed me;

the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;

I suffered distress and anguish.

4 Then cI called on the name of the LORD:

O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!

 5 dGracious is the LORD, and erighteous;

our God is fmerciful.

6 The LORD preserves gthe simple;

when hI was brought low, he saved me.

7 Return, O my soul, to your irest;

for the LORD has jdealt bountifully with you.

 8 For kyou have delivered my soul from death,

my eyes from tears,

my feet from stumbling;

9 I will walk before the LORD

lin the land of the living.

 10 mI believed, neven when[1] I spoke:

I am greatly afflicted;

11 oI said in my alarm,

pAll mankind are liars.

 12 What shall I qrender to the LORD

for all his benefits to me?

13 I will lift up rthe cup of salvation

and scall on the name of the LORD,

14 I will tpay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.

 15 uPrecious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his vsaints.

16 O LORD, I am your wservant;

I am your servant, xthe son of your maidservant.

You have yloosed my bonds.

17 I will zoffer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and scall on the name of the LORD.

18 I will tpay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,

19 in athe courts of the house of the LORD,

in your midst, O Jerusalem.

bPraise the LORD!

The LORDs Faithfulness Endures Forever

 PSALM 117  cPraise the LORD, all nations!

Extol him, all peoples!

2 For dgreat is his steadfast love toward us,

and ethe faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

bPraise the LORD!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

 PSALM 118  fOh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

 2 gLet Israel say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

3 gLet the house of Aaron say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

4 gLet those who fear the LORD say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

 5 hOut of my distress I icalled on the LORD;

the LORD answered me and set me jfree.

6 kThe LORD is on my side; lI will not fear.

What can man do to me?

7 mThe LORD is on my side as my helper;

I shall nlook in triumph on those who hate me.

 8 oIt is better to take refuge in the LORD

pthan to trust in man.

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD

pthan to trust in princes.

 10 qAll nations surrounded me;

in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

11 They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side;

in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

12 rThey surrounded me like bees;

they went out like sa fire among thorns;

in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

13 I was tpushed hard,[1] so that I was falling,

but the LORD helped me.

 14 The LORD is my strength and my song;

uhe has become my salvation.

15 Glad songs of salvation

are in the tents of the righteous:

vThe right hand of the LORD wdoes valiantly,

16 the right hand of the LORD exalts,

the right hand of the LORD wdoes valiantly!

 17 xI shall not die, but I shall live,

and yrecount the deeds of the LORD.

18 The LORD has zdisciplined me severely,

but he has not given me over to death.

 19 aOpen to me the gates of righteousness,

that I may enter through them

and give thanks to the LORD.

20 This is the gate of the LORD;

bthe righteous shall enter through it.

21 I thank you that cyou have answered me

uand have become my salvation.

22 dThe stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.[2]

23 This is the LORDs doing;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

 25 Save us, we pray, O LORD!

O LORD, we pray, give us success!

 26 eBlessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!

We fbless you from the house of the LORD.

27 The LORD is God,

and he has made ghis light to shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,

up to hthe horns of the altar!

 28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;

you are my God; I will iextol you.

29 jOh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

Your Word Is a Lamp to My Feet

Aleph

 PSALM 119  [1] Blessed are those whose kway is blameless,

who lwalk in the law of the LORD!

2 Blessed are those who mkeep his ntestimonies,

who oseek him with their whole heart,

3 who also pdo no wrong,

but walk in his ways!

4 You have commanded your qprecepts

to be kept diligently.

5 Oh that my ways may rbe steadfast

in keeping your statutes!

6 sThen I shall not be put to shame,

having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.

7 I will praise you with an upright heart,

when I learn tyour righteous rules.[2]

8 I will keep your statutes;

udo not utterly forsake me!

Beth

 9 How can va young man keep his way pure?

By guarding it according to your word.

10 wWith my whole heart I seek you;

let me not xwander from your commandments!

11 I have ystored up your word in my heart,

that I might not sin against you.

12 Blessed are you, O LORD;

zteach me your statutes!

13 With my lips I adeclare

all the rules[3] of your mouth.

14 In the way of your testimonies I bdelight

as much as in all criches.

15 I will dmeditate on your precepts

and fix my eyes on your eways.

16 I will fdelight in your statutes;

I will not forget your word.

Gimel

 17 gDeal bountifully with your servant,

hthat I may live and keep your word.

18 Open my eyes, that I may behold

wondrous things out of your law.

19 I am ia sojourner on the earth;

jhide not your commandments from me!

20 My soul is consumed with klonging

for your rules[4] at all times.

21 You rebuke lthe insolent, maccursed ones,

who nwander from your commandments.

22 Take away from me oscorn and contempt,

pfor I have kept your testimonies.

23 Even though qprinces sit plotting against me,

your servant will rmeditate on your statutes.

24 Your testimonies are my sdelight;

they are my tcounselors.

Daleth

 25 uMy soul clings to the dust;

vgive me life waccording to your word!

26 When xI told of my ways, you answered me;

yteach me your statutes!

27 zMake me understand the way of your precepts,

and I will ameditate on your wondrous works.

28 bMy soul melts away for sorrow;

strengthen me according to your word!

29 Put false ways far from me

and graciously cteach me your law!

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness;

I dset your rules before me.

31 I cling to your testimonies, O LORD;

elet me not be put to shame!

32 I will run in the way of your commandments

when you fenlarge my heart![5]

He

 33 gTeach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes;

and I will keep it hto the end.[6]

34 iGive me understanding, that I may keep your law

and observe it with my whole heart.

35 jLead me in the path of your commandments,

for I kdelight in it.

36 lIncline my heart to your testimonies,

and not to mselfish gain!

37 nTurn my eyes from looking at worthless things;

and ogive me life in your ways.

38 pConfirm to your servant your promise,

qthat you may be feared.

39 Turn away the rreproach that I dread,

for your rules are good.

40 Behold, I slong for your precepts;

tin your righteousness give me life!

Waw

 41 Let your usteadfast love come to me, O LORD,

your salvation vaccording to your promise;

42 then wshall I have an answer for him rwho taunts me,

for I trust in your word.

43 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth,

for my xhope is in your rules.

44 I will keep your law continually,

forever and ever,

45 and I shall walk yin a wide place,

for I have zsought your precepts.

46 I will also speak of your testimonies abefore kings

and shall not be put to shame,

47 for I bfind my delight in your commandments,

which I love.

48 I will clift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love,

and I will dmeditate on your statutes.

Zayin

 49 Remember eyour word to your servant,

in which you have made me fhope.

50 This is gmy comfort in my affliction,

that your promise hgives me life.

51 iThe insolent utterly deride me,

but I do not jturn away from your law.

52 When I think of your rules from of old,

I take comfort, O LORD.

53 kHot indignation seizes me because of the wicked,

who forsake your law.

54 Your statutes have been my songs

in the house of my lsojourning.

55 I mremember your name in the night, O LORD,

and keep your law.

56 This blessing has fallen to me,

that nI have kept your precepts.

Heth

 57 oThe LORD is my portion;

I promise to keep your words.

58 I pentreat your favor with all my heart;

be gracious to me qaccording to your promise.

59 When I rthink on my ways,

I turn my feet to your testimonies;

60 I hasten and do not delay

to keep your commandments.

61 Though sthe cords of the wicked ensnare me,

I do not tforget your law.

62 At umidnight I rise to praise you,

because of your vrighteous rules.

63 wI am a companion of all who fear you,

of those who keep your precepts.

64 xThe earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love;

yteach me your statutes!

Teth

 65 You have dealt well with your servant,

O LORD, zaccording to your word.

66 Teach me agood judgment and knowledge,

for I believe in your commandments.

67 bBefore I was afflicted I went astray,

but now I keep your word.

68 cYou are good and do good;

dteach me your statutes.

69 eThe insolent fsmear me with lies,

but with my whole heart I gkeep your precepts;

70 their heart is unfeeling hlike fat,

but I idelight in your law.

71 It is jgood for me that I was afflicted,

that I might learn your statutes.

72 kThe law of your mouth is better to me

than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

Yodh

 73 lYour hands have made and fashioned me;

mgive me understanding that I may learn your commandments.

74 Those who fear you shall see me and nrejoice,

because I have ohoped in your word.

75 I know, O LORD, that your rules are prighteous,

and that in qfaithfulness you have afflicted me.

76 Let your steadfast love comfort me

according to your promise to your servant.

77 Let your rmercy come to me, that I may live;

for your law is my sdelight.

78 Let tthe insolent be put to ushame,

because they have vwronged me with falsehood;

as for me, I will wmeditate on your precepts.

79 Let those who fear you xturn to me,

that they may know your testimonies.

80 May my heart be yblameless in your statutes,

zthat I may not be put to shame!

Kaph

 81 My soul alongs for your salvation;

I bhope in your word.

82 My ceyes long for your promise;

I ask, dWhen will you comfort me?

83 For I have ebecome like a fwineskin in the smoke,

yet I have not forgotten your statutes.

84 gHow long must your servant endure?[7]

hWhen will you judge those who persecute me?

85 iThe insolent have jdug pitfalls for me;

they do not live according to your law.

86 All your commandments are ksure;

they persecute me lwith falsehood; mhelp me!

87 They have almost made an end of me on earth,

but I have not forsaken your precepts.

88 In your steadfast love ngive me life,

that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth.

Lamedh

 89 Forever, O LORD, your oword

is firmly fixed in the heavens.

90 Your pfaithfulness endures to all generations;

you have qestablished the earth, and it rstands fast.

91 By your sappointment they stand this day,

for all things are your servants.

92 If your law had not been my tdelight,

I would have perished in my affliction.

93 I will never forget your precepts,

for by them you have ugiven me life.

94 I am yours; save me,

vfor I have sought your precepts.

95 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me,

but I consider your testimonies.

96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

but your commandment is exceedingly wbroad.

Mem

 97 Oh how xI love your law!

It is my ymeditation all the day.

98 Your commandment makes me zwiser than my enemies,

for it is ever with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers,

for ayour testimonies are my meditation.

100 I understand more than bthe aged,[8]

for I ckeep your precepts.

101 I dhold back my feet from every evil way,

in order to keep your word.

102 I do not turn aside from your rules,

for you have taught me.

103 How esweet are your words to my taste,

sweeter than honey to my mouth!

104 Through your precepts I get understanding;

therefore fI hate every false way.

Nun

 105 gYour word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.

106 I have hsworn an oath and confirmed it,

to keep your irighteous rules.

107 I am severely jafflicted;

kgive me life, O LORD, according to your word!

108 Accept lmy freewill offerings of praise, O LORD,

and mteach me your rules.

109 I hold my life nin my hand continually,

but I do not oforget your law.

110 The wicked have laid pa snare for me,

but qI do not stray from your precepts.

111 Your testimonies are rmy heritage forever,

for they are sthe joy of my heart.

112 I tincline my heart to perform your statutes

forever, uto the end.[9]

Samekh

 113 I hate vthe double-minded,

but I love wyour law.

114 You are my xhiding place and my yshield;

I zhope in your word.

115 aDepart from me, you evildoers,

that I may bkeep the commandments of my God.

116 Uphold me caccording to your promise, that I may live,

and let me not be dput to shame in my ehope!

117 fHold me up, that I may be safe

and have regard for your statutes continually!

118 You gspurn all who hgo astray from your statutes,

for their cunning is in vain.

119 All the wicked of the earth you discard like idross,

therefore jI love your testimonies.

120 My flesh ktrembles for fear of you,

and I am afraid of your judgments.

Ayin

 121 I have done what is just and right;

do not leave me to my oppressors.

122 Give your servant la pledge of good;

let not mthe insolent oppress me.

123 My neyes long for your salvation

and for the fulfillment of your righteous promise.

124 Deal with your servant according to your steadfast love,

and oteach me your statutes.

125 I am your pservant; qgive me understanding,

that I may know your testimonies!

126 It is time for the LORD to act,

for your law has been broken.

127 Therefore I rlove your commandments

above gold, above fine gold.

128 Therefore I consider all your precepts to be right;

I hate every sfalse way.

Pe

 129 Your testimonies are twonderful;

therefore my soul ukeeps them.

130 The unfolding of your words gives light;

it imparts vunderstanding to the simple.

131 I wopen my mouth and xpant,

because I ylong for your commandments.

132 zTurn to me and be gracious to me,

as is your way with those who love your name.

133 aKeep steady my steps according to your promise,

and let no iniquity bget dominion over me.

134 cRedeem me from mans oppression,

that I may keep your precepts.

135 dMake your face shine upon your servant,

and eteach me your statutes.

136 My eyes fshed streams of tears,

because people gdo not keep your law.

Tsadhe

 137 hRighteous are you, O LORD,

and right are your rules.

138 You have appointed your testimonies in irighteousness

and in all jfaithfulness.

139 My kzeal consumes me,

because my foes forget your words.

140 Your promise is well ltried,

and your servant mloves it.

141 I am small and despised,

yet I do not nforget your precepts.

142 Your righteousness is righteous forever,

and your law is otrue.

143 Trouble and anguish have found me out,

but your commandments are my pdelight.

144 Your testimonies are righteous forever;

qgive me understanding that I may rlive.

Qoph

 145 With my swhole heart I cry; answer me, O LORD!

I will tkeep your statutes.

146 I call to you; save me,

that I may observe your testimonies.

147 I rise before udawn and cry for help;

I vhope in your words.

148 My eyes are awake before wthe watches of the night,

that I may meditate on your promise.

149 Hear my voice according to your steadfast love;

O LORD, xaccording to your justice ygive me life.

150 They draw near who persecute me with evil purpose;

they are far from your law.

151 But zyou are near, O LORD,

and all your commandments are atrue.

152 Long have I known from your testimonies

that you have bfounded them forever.

Resh

 153 Look on my caffliction and deliver me,

for dI do not forget your law.

154 ePlead my cause and redeem me;

fgive me life according to your promise!

155 gSalvation is far from the wicked,

hfor they do not seek your statutes.

156 iGreat is your mercy, O LORD;

fgive me life according to your rules.

157 jMany are my persecutors and my adversaries,

but I do not kswerve from your testimonies.

158 I look at lthe faithless with mdisgust,

because they do not keep your commands.

159 Consider how I nlove your precepts!

fGive me life according to your steadfast love.

160 oThe sum of your word is ptruth,

and every one of your qrighteous rules endures forever.

Sin and Shin

 161 rPrinces persecute me swithout cause,

but my heart tstands in awe of your words.

162 I trejoice at your word

like one who ufinds great spoil.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood,

but I love vyour law.

164 Seven times a day I praise you

for your qrighteous rules.

165 Great wpeace have those who love your law;

xnothing can make them stumble.

166 I yhope for your salvation, O LORD,

and I do your commandments.

167 My soul keeps your testimonies;

I vlove them exceedingly.

168 I keep your precepts and testimonies,

zfor all my ways are before you.

Taw

 169 Let my acry come before you, O LORD;

bgive me understanding caccording to your word!

170 Let my plea come before you;

ddeliver me according to your word.

171 My lips will epour forth praise,

for you fteach me your statutes.

172 My tongue will sing of your word,

for gall your commandments are right.

173 Let your hand be ready to help me,

for I have hchosen your precepts.

174 I ilong for your salvation, O LORD,

and your law is my jdelight.

175 Let my soul live and praise you,

and let your rules help me.

176 I have kgone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,

for I do not lforget your commandments.

	

Deliver Me, O LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 120  In my distress I called to the LORD,

and he answered me.

2 Deliver me, O LORD,

from lying lips,

from a deceitful tongue.

 3 What shall be given to you,

nand what more shall be done to you,

you deceitful tongue?

4 oA warriors psharp arrows,

with glowing qcoals of the broom tree!

 5 Woe to me, that I sojourn in rMeshech,

that I dwell among sthe tents of tKedar!

6 Too long have I had my dwelling

among those who hate peace.

7 uI am for peace,

but when I speak, they are for war!

My Help Comes from the LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 121  I vlift up my eyes to wthe hills.

From where does my help come?

2 xMy help comes from the LORD,

who ymade heaven and earth.

 3 He will not zlet your foot be moved;

he who akeeps you will not slumber.

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.

 5 The LORD is your keeper;

the LORD is your bshade on your cright hand.

6 dThe sun shall not estrike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

 7 The LORD will akeep you from all evil;

he will akeep your life.

8 The LORD will keep

your fgoing out and your coming in

from this time forth and forevermore.

Let Us Go to the House of the LORD

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 122  I was glad when they said to me,

gLet us go to the house of the LORD!

2 Our feet have been standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem!

 3 Jerusalemhbuilt as a city

that is ibound firmly together,

4 to which the tribes jgo up,

the tribes of the LORD,

as was kdecreed for[1] Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the LORD.

5 There lthrones for judgment were set,

the thrones of the house of David.

 6 mPray for the peace of Jerusalem!

May they be secure who love you!

7 Peace be within your nwalls

and security within your ntowers!

8 For my brothers and companions sake

I will say, oPeace be within you!

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,

I will pseek your good.

Our Eyes Look to the LORD Our God

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 123  To you I qlift up my eyes,

O you who are renthroned in the heavens!

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maidservant

to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the LORD our God,

till he has mercy upon us.

 3 sHave mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us,

for we have had more than enough of tcontempt.

4 Our soul has had more than enough

of uthe scorn of vthose who are at ease,

of the contempt of wthe proud.

Our Help Is in the Name of the LORD

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 124  xIf it had not been the LORD who was on our side

ylet Israel now say

2 if it had not been the LORD who was on our side

when people rose up against us,

3 then they would have zswallowed us up alive,

when their anger was kindled against us;

4 then athe flood would have bswept us away,

the torrent would have gone cover us;

5 then over us would have gone

the raging waters.

 6 Blessed be the LORD,

who has not given us

as prey to their teeth!

7 We have escaped like a bird

from dthe snare of the fowlers;

the snare is broken,

and we have escaped!

 8 eOur help is in the name of the LORD,

who made heaven and earth.

The LORD Surrounds His People

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 125  Those who ftrust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,

which gcannot be moved, but abides forever.

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem,

so hthe LORD surrounds his people,

from this time forth and forevermore.

3 For ithe scepter of wickedness shall not jrest

on kthe land allotted to the righteous,

lest the righteous lstretch out

their hands to do wrong.

4 mDo good, O LORD, to those who are good,

and to those who are nupright in their hearts!

5 But those who oturn aside to their pcrooked ways

the LORD will lead away with qevildoers!

rPeace be upon Israel!

Restore Our Fortunes, O LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 126  When the LORD srestored the fortunes of Zion,

we were like those who tdream.

2 Then our umouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then they said among the nations,

vThe LORD has done great things for them.

3 The LORD has done great things for us;

we are glad.

 4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like streams in the Negeb!

5 wThose who sow in tears

shall reap with shouts of joy!

6 He who goes out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,

bringing his sheaves with him.

Unless the LORD Builds the House

A Song of mAscents. Of Solomon.

 PSALM 127  Unless the LORD builds the house,

those who build it labor in vain.

Unless the LORD xwatches over the city,

the watchman stays awake in vain.

2 It is in vain that you rise up early

and go late to rest,

eating the bread of anxious ytoil;

for he gives to his zbeloved asleep.

 3 Behold, bchildren are a heritage from the LORD,

cthe fruit of the womb a reward.

4 Like arrows in the hand of da warrior

are the children[1] of ones youth.

5 Blessed is the man

who fills his quiver with them!

He shall not be put to shame

when he speaks with his enemies ein the gate.[2]

Blessed Is Everyone Who Fears the LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 128  fBlessed is everyone who fears the LORD,

who gwalks in his ways!

2 You hshall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;

you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.

 3 Your wife will be like ia fruitful vine

within your house;

your children will be like jolive shoots

around your table.

4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed

who fears the LORD.

 5 kThe LORD bless you lfrom Zion!

May you see mthe prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life!

6 May you see your nchildrens children!

oPeace be upon Israel!

They Have Afflicted Me from My Youth

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 129  Greatly[1] have they pafflicted me qfrom my youth

rlet Israel now say

2 Greatly have they pafflicted me qfrom my youth,

syet they have not prevailed against me.

3 tThe plowers plowed uupon my back;

they made long their furrows.

4 The LORD is righteous;

he has cut vthe cords of the wicked.

5 May all who hate Zion

be wput to shame and turned backward!

6 Let them be like xthe grass on the housetops,

which ywithers before it grows up,

7 with which the reaper does not fill his hand

nor the binder of sheaves his arms,

8 nor do those who pass by say,

aThe blessing of the LORD be upon you!

We bbless you in the name of the LORD!

My Soul Waits for the Lord

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 130  Out of cthe depths I cry to you, O LORD!

2 O Lord, hear my voice!

dLet your ears be attentive

to ethe voice of my pleas for mercy!

 3 If you, O LORD, should fmark iniquities,

O Lord, who could gstand?

4 But with you there is hforgiveness,

ithat you may be feared.

 5 I jwait for the LORD, kmy soul waits,

and lin his word I hope;

6 my soul mwaits for the Lord

more than nwatchmen for othe morning,

more than watchmen for the morning.

 7 O Israel, phope in the LORD!

For qwith the LORD there is steadfast love,

and with him is plentiful redemption.

8 And he will rredeem Israel

from all his iniquities.

I Have Calmed and Quieted My Soul

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 131  O LORD, my heart is not slifted up;

my eyes are not traised too high;

I do not uoccupy myself with things

too great and vtoo marvelous for me.

2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul,

like a weaned wchild with its mother;

like a weaned child is my soul within me.

 3 xO Israel, hope in the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore.

The LORD Has Chosen Zion

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 132  Remember, O LORD, in Davids favor,

all ythe hardships he endured,

2 how he swore to the LORD

and zvowed to athe Mighty One of Jacob,

3 I will not enter my house

or get into my bed,

4 I will not bgive sleep to my eyes

or slumber to my eyelids,

5 until I cfind a place for the LORD,

a dwelling place for athe Mighty One of Jacob.

 6 Behold, we heard of it in dEphrathah;

we found it in ethe fields of Jaar.

7 Let us go to his dwelling place;

let us fworship at his gfootstool!

 8 hArise, O LORD, and go to your iresting place,

you and the ark of your jmight.

9 Let your kpriests be lclothed with righteousness,

and let your msaints shout for joy.

10 For the sake of your servant David,

ndo not turn away the face of oyour anointed one.

 11 pThe LORD swore to David a sure oath

qfrom which he will not turn back:

rOne of the sons of your body[1]

I will set on your throne.

12 If your sons keep my covenant

and my testimonies that I shall teach them,

their sons also forever

shall ssit on your throne.

 13 For the LORD has tchosen Zion;

he has udesired it for his dwelling place:

14 This is my vresting place forever;

here I will wdwell, for I have desired it.

15 I will abundantly xbless her provisions;

I will ysatisfy her poor with bread.

16 Her zpriests I will clothe with salvation,

and her zsaints will shout for joy.

17 There I will make aa horn to sprout for David;

I have prepared ba lamp for cmy anointed.

18 His enemies I will dclothe with shame,

but on him his crown will shine.

When Brothers Dwell in Unity

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 133  Behold, how good and pleasant it is

when ebrothers dwell in unity![1]

2 It is like the precious foil on gthe head,

running down on the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,

running down on hthe collar of his robes!

3 It is like ithe dew of jHermon,

which falls on kthe mountains of Zion!

For there the LORD lhas commanded the blessing,

life forevermore.

Come, Bless the LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 134  Come, bless the LORD, all you mservants of the LORD,

who nstand oby night in the house of the LORD!

2 pLift up your hands to qthe holy place

and bless the LORD!

 3 May the LORD rbless you sfrom Zion,

he who tmade heaven and earth!

Your Name, O LORD, Endures Forever

 PSALM 135  uPraise the LORD!

Praise the name of the LORD,

give praise, O vservants of the LORD,

2 who nstand in the house of the LORD,

in wthe courts of the house of our God!

3 Praise the LORD, for xthe LORD is good;

sing to his name, yfor it is pleasant![1]

4 For the LORD has zchosen Jacob for himself,

Israel as his aown possession.

 5 For I know that bthe LORD is great,

and that our Lord is above all gods.

6 cWhatever the LORD pleases, he does,

in heaven and on earth,

in the seas and all deeps.

7 dHe it is who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth,

who emakes lightnings for the rain

and brings forth the wind from his fstorehouses.

 8 He it was who gstruck down the firstborn of Egypt,

both of man and of beast;

9 who in your midst, O Egypt,

sent hsigns and wonders

against Pharaoh and all his servants;

10 iwho struck down many nations

and killed mighty kings,

11 jSihon, king of the Amorites,

and kOg, king of Bashan,

and lall the kingdoms of Canaan,

12 and mgave their land as a heritage,

a heritage to his people Israel.

 13 nYour name, O LORD, endures forever,

oyour renown,[2] O LORD, throughout all ages.

14 pFor the LORD will vindicate his people

and qhave compassion on his servants.

 15 rThe idols of the nations are silver and gold,

the work of human hands.

16 They have mouths, but do not speak;

they have eyes, but do not see;

17 they have ears, but do not hear,

nor is there any breath in their mouths.

18 Those who make them become like them,

so do all who trust in them.

 19 sO house of Israel, bless the LORD!

O house of Aaron, bless the LORD!

20 O house of Levi, bless the LORD!

You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD!

21 Blessed be the LORD tfrom Zion,

he who udwells in Jerusalem!

vPraise the LORD!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

 PSALM 136  wGive thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

xfor his steadfast love endures forever.

2 Give thanks to ythe God of gods,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

3 Give thanks to ythe Lord of lords,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

 4 to him who alone zdoes great wonders,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

5 to him who aby understanding bmade the heavens,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

6 to him who cspread out the earth dabove the waters,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

7 to him who emade the great lights,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

8 the sun to rule over the day,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

9 the moon and stars to rule over the night,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

 10 to him who fstruck down the firstborn of Egypt,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

11 and gbrought Israel out from among them,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

12 with ha strong hand and an outstretched arm,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

13 to him who idivided the Red Sea in two,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

14 jand made Israel pass through the midst of it,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

15 but koverthrew[1] Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

16 to him who lled his people through the wilderness,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

 17 to him mwho struck down great kings,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

18 and killed mighty kings,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

20 and Og, king of Bashan,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

21 and gave their land as a heritage,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

22 a heritage to Israel his nservant,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

 23 It is he who oremembered us in our low estate,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

24 and prescued us from our foes,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

25 he who qgives food to all flesh,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

 26 Give thanks to rthe God of heaven,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

How Shall We Sing the LORDs Song?

 PSALM 137  By the waters of Babylon,

there we sat down and wept,

when we remembered Zion.

2 On the willows[1] there

we hung up our lyres.

3 For there our captors

required of us songs,

and our tormentors, mirth, saying,

Sing us one of the songs of Zion!

 4 sHow shall we sing the LORDs song

in a foreign land?

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,

tlet my right hand forget its skill!

6 Let my utongue stick to the roof of my mouth,

if I do not remember you,

if I do not set Jerusalem

above my highest joy!

 7 Remember, O LORD, against the vEdomites

wthe day of Jerusalem,

how they said, xLay it bare, lay it bare,

down to its foundations!

8 O daughter of Babylon, ydoomed to be destroyed,

blessed shall he be who zrepays you

with what you have done to us!

9 Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones

and adashes them against the rock!

Give Thanks to the LORD

Of David.

 PSALM 138  bI give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;

before cthe gods I sing your praise;

2 I bow down dtoward your eholy temple

and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,

for you have exalted above all things

your name and your word.[1]

3 On the day I called, you answered me;

my strength of soul you increased.[2]

 4 fAll the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,

for they have heard the words of your mouth,

5 and they shall sing of gthe ways of the LORD,

for great is the glory of the LORD.

6 hFor though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,

but the haughty he knows from afar.

 7 iThough I walk in the midst of trouble,

you jpreserve my life;

you kstretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,

and your lright hand delivers me.

8 The LORD will mfulfill his purpose for me;

nyour steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.

Do not forsake othe work of your hands.

Search Me, O God, and Know My Heart

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 139  O LORD, you have psearched me and known me!

2 You qknow when I sit down and when I rise up;

you rdiscern my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lying down

and are acquainted with all my ways.

4 Even before a word is on my tongue,

behold, O LORD, syou know it altogether.

5 You them me in, behind and before,

and ulay your hand upon me.

6 vSuch knowledge is wtoo wonderful for me;

it is high; I cannot attain it.

 7 xWhere shall I go from your Spirit?

Or where yshall I flee from your presence?

8 zIf I ascend to heaven, you are there!

aIf I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

9 If I take the wings of the morning

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10 even there your hand shall blead me,

and your right hand shall hold me.

11 If I say, cSurely the darkness shall cover me,

and the light about me be night,

12 deven the darkness is not dark to you;

the night is bright as the day,

for darkness is as light with you.

 13 For you eformed my inward parts;

you fknitted me together in my mothers womb.

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.[1]

gWonderful are your works;

my soul knows it very well.

15 hMy frame was not hidden from you,

when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in ithe depths of the earth.

16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance;

in your jbook were written, every one of them,

the days that were formed for me,

when as yet there was none of them.

 17 How precious to me are your kthoughts, O God!

How vast is the sum of them!

18 lIf I would count them, they are more than mthe sand.

I awake, and I am still with you.

 19 Oh that you would nslay the wicked, O God!

O omen of blood, pdepart from me!

20 They qspeak against you with malicious intent;

your enemies rtake your name in vain.[2]

21 sDo I not hate those who hate you, O LORD?

And do I not tloathe those who urise up against you?

22 I hate them with complete hatred;

I count them my enemies.

 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart!

vTry me and know my thoughts![3]

24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,

and wlead me in xthe way everlasting![4]

Deliver Me, O LORD, from Evil Men

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 140  yDeliver me, O LORD, from evil men;

preserve me from zviolent men,

2 who plan evil things in their heart

and astir up wars continually.

3 They make btheir tongue sharp as ca serpents,

and dunder their lips is the evenom of asps. Selah

 4 Guard me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked;

preserve me from zviolent men,

who have planned to trip up my feet.

5 The arrogant have fhidden a trap for me,

and with cords they have spread ga net;[1]

beside the way they have set hsnares for me. Selah

 6 iI say to the LORD, You are my God;

give ear to jthe voice of my pleas for mercy, O LORD!

7 O LORD, my Lord, kthe strength of my salvation,

you have covered my head in the day of battle.

8 lGrant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked;

do not further their[2] evil plot, or mthey will be exalted! Selah

 9 As for the head of those who surround me,

let nthe mischief of their lips overwhelm them!

10 Let oburning coals fall upon them!

Let them be cast into fire,

into miry pits, no more to rise!

11 Let not the slanderer be established in the land;

let evil hunt down the violent man speedily!

 12 I know that the LORD will pmaintain the cause of the afflicted,

and qwill execute justice for the needy.

13 Surely rthe righteous shall give thanks to your name;

sthe upright shall dwell in your presence.

Give Ear to My Voice

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 141  O LORD, I call upon you; thasten to me!

Give ear to my voice when I call to you!

2 Let umy prayer be counted as incense before you,

and vthe lifting up of my hands as wthe evening sacrifice!

 3 xSet a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;

ykeep watch over the door of my lips!

4 zDo not let my heart incline to any evil,

to busy myself with wicked deeds

in company with men who awork iniquity,

and blet me not eat of their delicacies!

 5 cLet a righteous man strike meit is a kindness;

let him rebuke meit is oil for my head;

let my head not refuse it.

Yet dmy prayer is continually against their evil deeds.

6 When their judges are ethrown over the cliff,[1]

then they shall hear my words, for they are pleasant.

7 As when one plows and breaks up the earth,

so shall our bones fbe scattered at the mouth of Sheol.[2]

 8 But gmy eyes are toward you, O GOD, my Lord;

hin you I seek refuge; leave me not defenseless![3]

9 Keep me from ithe trap that they have laid for me

and from the snares of evildoers!

10 Let the wicked jfall into their own nets,

while I pass by safely.

You Are My Refuge

A Maskil[1] of David, when he was in kthe cave. A Prayer.

 PSALM 142  With my voice I lcry out to the LORD;

with my voice I mplead for mercy to the LORD.

2 I npour out my complaint before him;

I tell my trouble before him.

 3 When my spirit ofaints within me,

you know my way!

In the path where I walk

they have phidden a trap for me.

4 qLook to the rright and see:

sthere is none who takes notice of me;

tno refuge remains to me;

no one cares for my soul.

 5 I cry to you, O LORD;

I say, You are my urefuge,

my vportion in wthe land of the living.

6 xAttend to my cry,

for yI am brought very low!

Deliver me from my persecutors,

zfor they are too strong for me!

7 aBring me out of prison,

that I may give thanks to your name!

The righteous will surround me,

for you will bdeal bountifully with me.

My Soul Thirsts for You

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 143  Hear my prayer, O LORD;

cgive ear to my pleas for mercy!

In your dfaithfulness answer me, in your drighteousness!

2 eEnter not into judgment with your servant,

for no one living is righteous fbefore you.

 3 For the enemy has pursued my soul;

ghe has crushed my life to the ground;

hhe has made me sit in darkness like those long dead.

4 Therefore my spirit ifaints within me;

my heart within me is appalled.

 5 jI remember the days of old;

kI meditate on all that you have done;

I ponder the work of your hands.

6 lI stretch out my hands to you;

mmy soul thirsts for you like na parched land. Selah

 7 oAnswer me quickly, O LORD!

pMy spirit fails!

qHide not your face from me,

rlest I be like those who go down to the pit.

8 sLet me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,

for in you I ttrust.

uMake me know the way I should go,

vfor to you I lift up my soul.

 9 wDeliver me from my enemies, O LORD!

I have fled to you for refuge.[1]

10 xTeach me to do your will,

for you are my God!

yLet your good Spirit zlead me

on alevel ground!

 11 bFor your names sake, O LORD, cpreserve my life!

In your righteousness dbring my soul out of trouble!

12 And in your steadfast love you will ecut off my enemies,

and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul,

for I am your fservant.

My Rock and My Fortress

Of David.

 PSALM 144  Blessed be the LORD, my grock,

hwho trains my hands for war,

and my fingers for battle;

2 he is my isteadfast love and my jfortress,

my kstronghold and my deliverer,

my lshield and he in whom I take refuge,

who msubdues peoples[1] under me.

 3 O LORD, nwhat is man that you oregard him,

or the son of man that you think of him?

4 pMan is like a breath;

his days are like qa passing rshadow.

 5 sBow your heavens, O LORD, and come down!

tTouch the mountains so that they smoke!

6 uFlash forth the lightning and scatter them;

usend out your arrows and rout them!

7 vStretch out your hand from on high;

wrescue me and deliver me from the many waters,

from the hand xof foreigners,

8 whose mouths speak ylies

and whose right hand is za right hand of falsehood.

 9 I will sing aa new song to you, O God;

upon aa ten-stringed harp I will play to you,

10 who gives victory to kings,

who brescues David his servant from the cruel sword.

11 Rescue me and deliver me

from the hand xof foreigners,

whose mouths speak ylies

and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

 12 May our sons in their youth

be like cplants full grown,

our daughters like dcorner pillars

cut for the structure of a palace;

13 emay our granaries be full,

fproviding all kinds of produce;

may our sheep bring forth thousands

and ten thousands in our fields;

14 may our cattle be heavy with young,

suffering no mishap or failure in bearing;[2]

may there be no gcry of distress in our streets!

15 hBlessed are the people to whom such blessings fall!

iBlessed are the people whose God is the LORD!

Great Is the LORD

[1] A Song of Praise. Of David.

 PSALM 145  jI will extol you, my God and kKing,

and bless your name forever and ever.

2 Every day I will bless you

land praise your name forever and ever.

3 mGreat is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and his ngreatness is unsearchable.

 4 oOne generation shall commend your works to another,

and shall declare your mighty acts.

5 On pthe glorious splendor of your majesty,

and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.

6 They shall speak of qthe might of your awesome deeds,

and I will declare your greatness.

7 They shall pour forth the fame of your rabundant goodness

and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

 8 The LORD is sgracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9 The LORD is tgood to all,

and his mercy is over all that he has made.

 10 uAll your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,

and all your vsaints shall bless you!

11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom

and tell of your power,

12 to wmake known to the children of man your[2] xmighty deeds,

and ythe glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13 zYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

 [The LORD is faithful in all his words

and kind in all his works.][3]

14 The LORD aupholds all who are falling

and braises up all who are bowed down.

15 The eyes of all clook to you,

and you give them their food in due season.

16 You dopen your hand;

you esatisfy the desire of every living thing.

17 The LORD is frighteous in all his ways

and gkind in all his works.

18 The LORD is hnear to all who call on him,

to all who call on him iin truth.

19 He jfulfills the desire of those who fear him;

he also khears their cry and saves them.

20 The LORD lpreserves all who love him,

but all the wicked he will destroy.

 21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,

and mlet all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

Put Not Your Trust in Princes

 PSALM 146  nPraise the LORD!

Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2 I will praise the LORD oas long as I live;

pI will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

 3 qPut not your trust in princes,

rin a son of man, in whom there is sno salvation.

4 When this breath departs, he returns to the earth;

on that very day his plans perish.

 5 uBlessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose vhope is in the LORD his God,

6 wwho made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them,

xwho keeps faith forever;

7 ywho executes justice for the oppressed,

zwho gives food to the hungry.

 aThe LORD sets the prisoners free;

8 bthe LORD opens the eyes of the blind.

cThe LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

dthe LORD loves the righteous.

9 eThe LORD watches over the sojourners;

fhe upholds the widow and the fatherless,

but gthe way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

 10 hThe LORD will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, to all generations.

nPraise the LORD!

He Heals the Brokenhearted

 PSALM 147  iPraise the LORD!

For jit is good to sing praises to our God;

for kit is pleasant,[1] and la song of praise is fitting.

2 The LORD mbuilds up Jerusalem;

he ngathers the outcasts of Israel.

3 He heals othe brokenhearted

and pbinds up their wounds.

4 He qdetermines the number of the stars;

he rgives to all of them their names.

5 sGreat is our Lord, and tabundant in power;

uhis understanding is beyond measure.

6 The LORD vlifts up the humble;[2]

he casts the wicked to the ground.

 7 wSing to the LORD with thanksgiving;

make melody to our God on xthe lyre!

8 He covers the heavens with clouds;

he prepares yrain for the earth;

he makes zgrass grow on the hills.

9 He agives to the beasts their food,

and to bthe young ravens that cry.

10 His delight is not in cthe strength of the horse,

nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

11 but the LORD dtakes pleasure in those who fear him,

in those who ehope in his steadfast love.

 12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!

13 For he strengthens fthe bars of your gates;

he blesses your children within you.

14 He gmakes peace in your borders;

he hfills you with the ifinest of the wheat.

15 He jsends out his command to the earth;

his word runs swiftly.

16 He gives ksnow like wool;

he scatters lfrost like ashes.

17 He hurls down his crystals of mice like crumbs;

who can stand before his ncold?

18 He osends out his word, and melts them;

he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.

19 He declares his word to Jacob,

his pstatutes and rules[3] to Israel.

20 He qhas not dealt thus with any other nation;

they do not know his rules.[4]

rPraise the LORD!

Praise the Name of the LORD

 PSALM 148  rPraise the LORD!

Praise the LORD sfrom the heavens;

praise him tin the heights!

2 Praise him, all his angels;

praise him, all his uhosts!

 3 Praise him, sun and moon,

praise him, all you shining stars!

4 Praise him, you vhighest heavens,

and you wwaters above the heavens!

 5 xLet them praise the name of the LORD!

For yhe commanded and they were created.

6 And he zestablished them forever and ever;

he gave aa decree, and it shall not bpass away.[1]

 7 Praise the LORD cfrom the earth,

you dgreat sea creatures and all deeps,

8 efire and hail, fsnow and mist,

gstormy wind hfulfilling his word!

 9 iMountains and all hills,

jfruit trees and all kcedars!

10 lBeasts and all livestock,

creeping things and mflying birds!

 11 Kings of the earth and nall peoples,

princes and all rulers of the earth!

12 Young men and maidens together,

old men and children!

 13 oLet them praise the name of the LORD,

for phis name alone is exalted;

qhis majesty is above earth and heaven.

14 He has rraised up a horn for his people,

spraise for all his saints,

for the people of Israel who are tnear to him.

uPraise the LORD!

Sing to the LORD a New Song

 PSALM 149  uPraise the LORD!

Sing to the LORD va new song,

his praise in wthe assembly of the godly!

2 Let Israel xbe glad in yhis Maker;

let the children of Zion rejoice in their zKing!

3 Let them praise his name with adancing,

making melody to him with btambourine and clyre!

4 For the LORD dtakes pleasure in his people;

he eadorns the humble with salvation.

5 Let the godly exult in glory;

let them fsing for joy on their gbeds.

6 Let hthe high praises of God be in their throats

and itwo-edged swords in their hands,

7 to execute vengeance on the nations

and punishments on the peoples,

8 to bind their kings with jchains

and their nobles with fetters of iron,

9 to execute on them the judgment kwritten!

lThis is honor for all his godly ones.

uPraise the LORD!

Let Everything Praise the LORD

 PSALM 150  uPraise the LORD!

Praise God in his msanctuary;

praise him in nhis mighty heavens![1]

2 Praise him for his omighty deeds;

praise him according to his excellent pgreatness!

 3 Praise him with qtrumpet sound;

praise him with rlute and rharp!

4 Praise him with stambourine and sdance;

praise him with tstrings and upipe!

5 Praise him with sounding vcymbals;

praise him with loud clashing cymbals!

6 Let weverything that has breath praise the LORD!

xPraise the LORD!

	

Book Three

God Is My Strength and Portion Forever

A Psalm of bAsaph.

 PSALM 73  Truly God is good to cIsrael,

to those who are dpure in heart.

2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled,

my steps had nearly slipped.

3 eFor I was fenvious of the arrogant

when I saw the gprosperity of the wicked.

 4 For they have no pangs until death;

their bodies are fat and sleek.

5 They are not in trouble as others are;

they are not hstricken like the rest of mankind.

6 Therefore pride is itheir necklace;

violence covers them as ja garment.

7 Their keyes swell out through fatness;

their hearts overflow with follies.

8 They scoff and lspeak with malice;

loftily they threaten oppression.

9 They set their mouths against the heavens,

and their tongue struts through the earth.

10 Therefore his people turn back to them,

and find mno fault in them.[1]

11 And they say, nHow can God know?

Is there knowledge in the Most High?

12 Behold, these are the wicked;

always at ease, they oincrease in riches.

13 All in vain have I pkept my heart clean

and qwashed my hands in innocence.

14 For all the day long I have been hstricken

and rrebuked severy morning.

15 If I had said, I will speak thus,

I would have betrayed tthe generation of your children.

 16 But when I thought how to understand this,

it seemed to me ua wearisome task,

17 until I went into vthe sanctuary of God;

then I discerned their wend.

 18 Truly you set them in xslippery places;

you make them fall to ruin.

19 How they are destroyed yin a moment,

swept away utterly by zterrors!

20 Like aa dream when one awakes,

O Lord, when byou rouse yourself, you despise them as phantoms.

21 When my soul was embittered,

when I was pricked in heart,

22 I was cbrutish and ignorant;

I was like da beast toward you.

 23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you;

you ehold my right hand.

24 You fguide me with your counsel,

and afterward you will greceive me to glory.

25 hWhom have I in heaven but you?

And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.

26 iMy flesh and my heart may fail,

but God is jthe strength[2] of my heart and my kportion lforever.

 27 For behold, those who are mfar from you shall perish;

you put an end to everyone who is nunfaithful to you.

28 But for me it is good to obe near God;

I have made the Lord GOD my prefuge,

that I may qtell of all your works.

Arise, O God, Defend Your Cause

A Maskil[1] of rAsaph.

 PSALM 74  O God, why do you scast us off forever?

Why does your anger tsmoke against uthe sheep of your pasture?

2 vRemember your congregation, which you have wpurchased of old,

which you have xredeemed to be ythe tribe of your heritage!

Remember Mount Zion, zwhere you have dwelt.

3 Direct your steps to athe perpetual ruins;

the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary!

 4 Your foes have broared in the midst of your meeting place;

cthey set up their down signs for esigns.

5 They were like those who swing faxes

in a forest of trees.[2]

6 And all its gcarved wood

they broke down with hatchets and hammers.

7 They hset your sanctuary on fire;

they iprofaned jthe dwelling place of your name,

bringing it down to the ground.

8 They ksaid to themselves, We will utterly subdue them;

they burned all the meeting places of God in the land.

 9 We do not see our lsigns;

mthere is no longer any prophet,

and there is none among us who knows how long.

10 How long, O God, nis the foe to scoff?

Is the enemy to revile your name forever?

11 Why odo you hold back your hand, your right hand?

Take it from the fold of your garment[3] and destroy them!

 12 Yet pGod my King is from of old,

working salvation in the midst of the earth.

13 You qdivided the sea by your might;

you rbroke the heads of sthe sea monsters[4] on the waters.

14 You crushed the heads of tLeviathan;

you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness.

15 You usplit open springs and brooks;

you vdried up ever-flowing streams.

16 Yours is the day, yours also the night;

you have established wthe heavenly lights and the sun.

17 You have xfixed all the boundaries of the earth;

you have made ysummer and winter.

 18 zRemember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs,

and aa foolish people reviles your name.

19 Do not deliver the soul of your bdove to the wild beasts;

cdo not forget the life of your poor forever.

 20 Have regard for dthe covenant,

for ethe dark places of the land are full of the habitations of violence.

21 Let not fthe downtrodden gturn back in shame;

let hthe poor and needy praise your name.

 22 Arise, O God, idefend your cause;

jremember how the foolish scoff at you all the day!

23 Do not forget the clamor of your foes,

kthe uproar of those who rise against you, which goes up continually!

God Will Judge with Equity

To the choirmaster: according to lDo Not Destroy. mA Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

 PSALM 75  We give thanks to you, O God;

we give thanks, for your name is nnear.

We[1] recount your wondrous deeds.

 2 At othe set time that I appoint

I will judge pwith equity.

3 When the earth qtotters, and all its inhabitants,

it is I who keep steady its rpillars. Selah

4 I say to the boastful, Do not boast,

and to the wicked, sDo not lift up your horn;

5 do not lift up your horn on high,

or speak with haughty neck.

 6 For not from the east or from the west

and not from the wilderness comes tlifting up,

7 but it is uGod who executes judgment,

vputting down one and lifting up another.

8 wFor in the hand of the LORD there is xa cup

with foaming wine, ywell mixed,

and he pours out from it,

and all the wicked of the earth

shall zdrain it down to the dregs.

 9 But I will declare it forever;

I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10 aAll the horns of the wicked I will cut off,

bbut the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up.

Who Can Stand Before You?

To the choirmaster: with cstringed instruments. A Psalm of dAsaph. A Song.

 PSALM 76  In Judah God is eknown;

his name is great in Israel.

2 His fabode has been established in gSalem,

his hdwelling place in Zion.

3 There he ibroke the flashing arrows,

the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah

 4 Glorious are you, more majestic

jthan the mountains full of kprey.

5 lThe stouthearted were stripped of their spoil;

mthey sank into sleep;

all the men of war

were unable to use their hands.

6 At your rebuke, O God of Jacob,

both nrider and horse lay stunned.

 7 oBut you, you are to be feared!

Who can pstand before you

when once your anger is roused?

8 From the heavens you uttered judgment;

qthe earth feared and was still,

9 when God rarose to establish judgment,

to save all the humble of the earth. Selah

 10 Surely sthe wrath of man shall praise you;

the remnant[1] of wrath you will put on like a belt.

11 tMake your vows to the LORD your God and perform them;

let all around him ubring gifts

to him who vis to be feared,

12 who wcuts off the spirit of princes,

who xis to be feared by the kings of the earth.

In the Day of Trouble I Seek the Lord

To the choirmaster: according to yJeduthun. A Psalm of zAsaph.

 PSALM 77  I acry aloud to God,

aloud to God, and he will hear me.

2 bIn the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;

in cthe night my dhand is stretched out without wearying;

my soul erefuses to be comforted.

3 When I remember God, I fmoan;

when I meditate, my spirit faints. Selah

 4 You hold my eyelids open;

I am so gtroubled that I cannot speak.

5 I consider hthe days of old,

the years long ago.

6 I said,[1] Let me remember my isong in the night;

let me jmeditate in my heart.

Then my spirit made a diligent search:

7 Will the Lord kspurn forever,

and never again lbe favorable?

8 Has his steadfast love forever ceased?

Are his mpromises at an end for all time?

9 nHas God forgotten to be gracious?

oHas he in anger shut up his compassion? Selah

 10 Then I said, I will appeal to this,

to the years of the pright hand of the Most High.[2]

 11 I will remember the deeds of the LORD;

yes, I will qremember your wonders of old.

12 I will ponder all your rwork,

and meditate on your smighty deeds.

13 Your way, O God, is tholy.

uWhat god is great like our God?

14 You are the God who vworks wonders;

you have wmade known your might among the peoples.

15 You xwith your arm redeemed your people,

the children of Jacob and Joseph. Selah

 16 When ythe waters saw you, O God,

when the waters saw you, they were afraid;

indeed, the deep trembled.

17 The clouds poured out water;

the skies zgave forth thunder;

your aarrows flashed on every side.

18 bThe crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;

cyour lightnings lighted up the world;

the earth dtrembled and shook.

19 Your eway was through the sea,

your path through the great waters;

yet your footprints fwere unseen.[3]

20 You gled your people like a flock

by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Tell the Coming Generation

A Maskil[1] of hAsaph.

 PSALM 78  iGive ear, O my people, to my teaching;

incline your ears to the words of my mouth!

2 jI will open my mouth kin a parable;

I will utter dark sayings from of old,

3 things that we have heard and known,

that our lfathers have told us.

4 We will not mhide them from their children,

but ntell to the coming generation

the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might,

and othe wonders that he has done.

 5 He established pa testimony in qJacob

and appointed a law in qIsrael,

which he commanded our fathers

to teach to their children,

6 that rthe next generation might know them,

the children yet unborn,

and arise and tell them to their children,

7 so that they should set their hope in God

and not forget sthe works of God,

but tkeep his commandments;

8 and that they should not be ulike their fathers,

va stubborn and rebellious generation,

a generation wwhose heart was not steadfast,

whose spirit was not faithful to God.

 9 The Ephraimites, armed with[2] the bow,

xturned back on the day of battle.

10 They ydid not keep Gods covenant,

but refused to walk according to his law.

11 They zforgot his works

and athe wonders that he had shown them.

12 In the sight of their fathers bhe performed wonders

in the land of Egypt, in cthe fields of Zoan.

13 He ddivided the sea and let them pass through it,

and made the waters estand like a heap.

14 fIn the daytime he led them with a cloud,

and all the night with a fiery light.

15 He gsplit rocks in the wilderness

and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.

16 He made streams come out of hthe rock

and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

 17 Yet they sinned still more against him,

irebelling against the Most High in the desert.

18 They jtested God in their heart

by demanding the food they craved.

19 They spoke against God, saying,

kCan God lspread a table in the wilderness?

20 mHe struck the rock so that water gushed out

and streams overflowed.

Can he also give bread

or provide meat for his people?

 21 Therefore, when the LORD heard, he was full of wrath;

na fire was kindled against Jacob;

his anger rose against Israel,

22 because they odid not believe in God

and did not trust his saving power.

23 Yet he commanded the skies above

and popened the doors of heaven,

24 and he qrained down on them manna to eat

and gave them rthe grain of heaven.

25 Man ate of the bread of sthe angels;

he sent them food tin abundance.

26 He ucaused the east wind to blow in the heavens,

and by his power he led out the south wind;

27 he rained meat on them like vdust,

winged birds like wthe sand of the seas;

28 he xlet them fall in the midst of their camp,

all around their dwellings.

29 And they yate and were well filled,

for he gave them what they zcraved.

30 But before they had satisfied their craving,

awhile the food was still in their mouths,

31 the anger of God rose against them,

and he killed bthe strongest of them

and laid low cthe young men of Israel.

 32 In spite of all this, they dstill sinned;

edespite his wonders, they did not believe.

33 So he made ftheir days gvanish like[3] a breath,[4]

and their years in terror.

34 When he killed them, they hsought him;

they repented and sought God earnestly.

35 They remembered that God was their irock,

the Most High God their jredeemer.

36 But they kflattered him with their mouths;

they llied to him with their tongues.

37 Their mheart was not nsteadfast toward him;

they were not faithful to his covenant.

38 Yet he, being ocompassionate,

patoned for their iniquity

and did not destroy them;

he restrained his anger often

and did not stir up all his wrath.

39 He qremembered that they were but rflesh,

sa wind that passes and comes not again.

40 How often they trebelled against him in the wilderness

and ugrieved him in vthe desert!

41 They wtested God again and again

and provoked xthe Holy One of Israel.

42 They ydid not remember his power[5]

or the day when he redeemed them from the foe,

43 zwhen he performed his asigns in Egypt

and his bmarvels in cthe fields of Zoan.

44 He dturned their rivers to blood,

so that they could not drink of their streams.

45 He sent among them swarms of eflies, which devoured them,

and ffrogs, which destroyed them.

46 He gave their crops to gthe destroying locust

and the fruit of their labor to the locust.

47 He destroyed their vines with hhail

and their sycamores with frost.

48 He gave over their icattle to the hail

and their flocks to thunderbolts.

49 He let loose on them his burning anger,

wrath, indignation, and distress,

a company of jdestroying angels.

50 He made a path for his anger;

he did not spare them from death,

but gave their lives over to the plague.

51 He struck down every kfirstborn in Egypt,

the firstfruits of their strength in the tents of lHam.

52 Then he led out his people mlike sheep

and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.

53 nHe led them in safety, so that they owere not afraid,

but pthe sea overwhelmed their enemies.

54 And he brought them to his qholy land,

rto the mountain which his right hand had swon.

55 He tdrove out nations before them;

he uapportioned them for a possession

and settled the tribes of Israel in their tents.

 56 Yet they vtested and wrebelled against the Most High God

and did not keep his testimonies,

57 but turned away and acted treacherously like their fathers;

they twisted like xa deceitful bow.

58 For they yprovoked him to anger with their zhigh places;

they amoved him to jealousy with their bidols.

59 When God heard, he was full of cwrath,

and he utterly rejected Israel.

60 He dforsook his dwelling at eShiloh,

the tent where he dwelt among mankind,

61 and delivered his fpower to captivity,

his gglory to the hand of the foe.

62 He hgave his people over to the sword

and ivented his wrath on his heritage.

63 jFire devoured their young men,

and their young women had no kmarriage song.

64 Their lpriests fell by the sword,

and their mwidows made no lamentation.

65 Then the Lord nawoke as from sleep,

like a strong man shouting because of wine.

66 And he oput his adversaries to rout;

he put them to everlasting shame.

 67 He rejected the tent of pJoseph;

he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,

68 but he chose the tribe of Judah,

Mount Zion, which he qloves.

69 He rbuilt his sanctuary like the high heavens,

like the earth, which he has founded forever.

70 He schose David his servant

and took him from the sheepfolds;

71 from tfollowing the nursing ewes he brought him

to ushepherd Jacob his people,

Israel his vinheritance.

72 With wupright heart he shepherded them

and xguided them with his skillful hand.

How Long, O LORD?

A Psalm of yAsaph.

 PSALM 79  O God, zthe nations have come into your ainheritance;

they have defiled your bholy temple;

they have claid Jerusalem in ruins.

2 They have given dthe bodies of your servants

to the birds of the heavens for food,

the flesh of your efaithful to fthe beasts of the earth.

3 They have poured out their blood like water

all around Jerusalem,

and there was gno one to bury them.

4 We have become ha taunt to our neighbors,

hmocked and derided by those around us.

 5 iHow long, O LORD? Will you be angry jforever?

Will your kjealousy lburn like fire?

6 mPour out your anger on the nations

that ndo not know you,

and on the kingdoms

that odo not call upon your name!

7 For they have devoured Jacob

and laid waste his habitation.

 8 pDo not remember against us qour former iniquities;[1]

let your compassion come speedily to meet us,

for we are rbrought very low.

9 sHelp us, O God of our salvation,

for the glory of your name;

deliver us, and tatone for our sins,

for your unames sake!

10 vWhy should the nations say,

Where is their God?

Let wthe avenging of the outpoured blood of your servants

be known among the nations before our eyes!

 11 Let xthe groans of the prisoners come before you;

according to your great power, preserve those ydoomed to die!

12 Return zsevenfold into the alap of our neighbors

the btaunts with which they have taunted you, O Lord!

13 But we your people, the csheep of your pasture,

will dgive thanks to you forever;

from generation to generation we will recount your praise.

Restore Us, O God

To the choirmaster: according to eLilies. A Testimony. Of fAsaph, a Psalm.

 PSALM 80  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead gJoseph like ha flock.

You who are ienthroned upon the cherubim, jshine forth.

2 Before kEphraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,

lstir up your might

and mcome to save us!

 3 nRestore us,[1] O God;

olet your face shine, that we may be saved!

 4 O pLORD God of hosts,

qhow long will you be angry with your peoples prayers?

5 You have fed them with rthe bread of tears

and given them tears to drink in full measure.

6 sYou make us an object of contention for our sneighbors,

and our enemies laugh among themselves.

 7 nRestore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine, that we may be saved!

 8 You brought ta vine out of Egypt;

you udrove out the nations and planted it.

9 You vcleared the ground for it;

it took deep root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its shade,

the mighty cedars with its branches.

11 It sent out its branches to wthe sea

and its shoots to wthe River.[2]

12 Why then have you xbroken down its walls,

so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?

13 yThe boar from the forest ravages it,

and all that move in the field feed on it.

 14 Turn again, O God of hosts!

zLook down from heaven, and see;

have regard for this vine,

15 the stock that your right hand planted,

and for the son whom you made strong for yourself.

16 They have aburned it with fire; they have acut it down;

may they perish at bthe rebuke of your face!

17 But clet your hand be on the man of your right hand,

the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!

18 Then we shall not turn back from you;

dgive us life, and we will call upon your name!

 19 eRestore us, O LORD God of hosts!

Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Oh, That My People Would Listen to Me

To the choirmaster: according to fThe Gittith.[1] Of gAsaph.

 PSALM 81  hSing aloud to God our strength;

ishout for joy to the God of Jacob!

2 Raise a song; sound jthe tambourine,

kthe sweet lyre with kthe harp.

3 Blow the trumpet at lthe new moon,

at the full moon, on our feast day.

 4 For it is a statute for Israel,

a rule[2] of the God of Jacob.

5 He made it ma decree in nJoseph

when he owent out over[3] the land of Egypt.

pI hear a language qI had not known:

6 I rrelieved your[4] shoulder of sthe burden;

your hands were freed from the basket.

7 In distress you tcalled, and I delivered you;

I uanswered you in the secret place of thunder;

I vtested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah

8 wHear, O my people, while I admonish you!

O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

9 There shall be no xstrange god among you;

you shall not bow down to a yforeign god.

10 zI am the LORD your God,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.

aOpen your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

 11 But my people did not listen to my voice;

Israel bwould not submit to me.

12 So I cgave them over to their dstubborn hearts,

to follow their own ecounsels.

13 fOh, that my people would listen to me,

that Israel would gwalk in my ways!

14 I would soon subdue their enemies

and hturn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the LORD would icringe toward him,

and their fate would last forever.

16 But he would feed you[5] with jthe finest of the wheat,

and with khoney from the rock I would satisfy you.

Rescue the Weak and Needy

A Psalm of lAsaph.

 PSALM 82  mGod nhas taken his place in the divine council;

in the midst of pthe gods he qholds judgment:

2 How long will you judge unjustly

and rshow partiality to sthe wicked? Selah

3 tGive justice to uthe weak and the fatherless;

vmaintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.

4 wRescue the weak and the needy;

xdeliver them from the hand of the wicked.

 5 yThey have neither knowledge nor understanding,

zthey walk about in darkness;

aall the foundations of the earth are bshaken.

 6 cI said, You are gods,

sons of the Most High, all of you;

7 nevertheless, like men dyou shall die,

and fall like any prince.[1]

 8 eArise, O God, judge the earth;

for you shall finherit all the nations!

O God, Do Not Keep Silence

A Song. A Psalm of gAsaph.

 PSALM 83  O God, do not keep silence;

hdo not hold your peace or be still, O God!

2 For behold, your enemies imake an uproar;

those who hate you have jraised their heads.

3 They lay kcrafty plans against your people;

they consult together against your ltreasured ones.

4 They say, Come, mlet us wipe them out as a nation;

let the name of Israel be remembered no more!

5 For they conspire with one accord;

against you they make a covenant

6 the tents of nEdom and othe Ishmaelites,

pMoab and qthe Hagrites,

7 rGebal and pAmmon and sAmalek,

tPhilistia with the inhabitants of uTyre;

8 vAsshur also has joined them;

they are the strong arm of wthe children of Lot. Selah

 9 Do to them as you did to xMidian,

as to ySisera and Jabin at zthe river Kishon,

10 who were destroyed at aEn-dor,

who became bdung for the ground.

11 Make their nobles like cOreb and Zeeb,

all their princes like dZebah and Zalmunna,

12 who said, eLet us take possession for ourselves

of the pastures of God.

 13 O my God, make them like fwhirling dust,[1]

like gchaff before the wind.

14 As hfire consumes the forest,

as the flame isets the mountains ablaze,

15 so may you pursue them jwith your tempest

and terrify them with your hurricane!

16 kFill their faces with shame,

that they may seek your name, O LORD.

17 Let them be lput to shame and dismayed forever;

let them perish in disgrace,

18 that they may mknow that you alone,

nwhose name is the LORD,

are othe Most High over all the earth.

My Soul Longs for the Courts of the LORD

To the choirmaster: according to pThe Gittith.[1] A Psalm of qthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 84  How rlovely is your sdwelling place,

O LORD of hosts!

2 My soul tlongs, yes, ufaints

for the courts of the LORD;

my heart and flesh sing for joy

to vthe living God.

 3 Even the sparrow finds a home,

and the swallow a nest for herself,

where she may lay her young,

at your altars, O LORD of hosts,

wmy King and my God.

4 xBlessed are those who dwell in your house,

ever ysinging your praise! Selah

 5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you,

zin whose heart are the highways to Zion.[2]

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca

they make it a place of springs;

athe early rain also covers it with bpools.

7 They go cfrom strength to strength;

each one dappears before God in Zion.

 8 O eLORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;

give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah

9 fBehold our gshield, O God;

look on the face of your anointed!

 10 For a day hin your courts is better

than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be ia doorkeeper in the house of my God

than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

11 For the LORD God is ja sun and gshield;

the LORD bestows favor and honor.

kNo good thing does he withhold

from those who lwalk uprightly.

12 O LORD of hosts,

mblessed is the one who trusts in you!

Revive Us Again

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of nthe Sons of Korah.

 PSALM 85  LORD, you were ofavorable to your land;

you prestored the fortunes of Jacob.

2 You qforgave the iniquity of your people;

you qcovered all their sin. Selah

3 You withdrew all your wrath;

you rturned from your hot anger.

 4 sRestore us again, O God of our salvation,

and put away your indignation toward us!

5 tWill you be angry with us forever?

Will you prolong your anger to all generations?

6 Will you not urevive us again,

that your people may vrejoice in you?

7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,

and grant us your salvation.

 8 wLet me hear what God the LORD will speak,

for he will xspeak peace to his people, to his ysaints;

but let them not zturn back to afolly.

9 Surely his bsalvation is near to those who fear him,

that cglory may dwell in our land.

 10 dSteadfast love and faithfulness meet;

erighteousness and peace kiss each other.

11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground,

and righteousness looks down from the sky.

12 Yes, fthe LORD will give what is good,

and our land gwill yield its increase.

13 hRighteousness will go before him

and make his footsteps a way.

Great Is Your Steadfast Love

iA Prayer of David.

 PSALM 86  jIncline your ear, O LORD, and answer me,

for I am kpoor and needy.

2 Preserve my life, for I am lgodly;

save your servant, who mtrusts in youyou are my God.

3 nBe gracious to me, O Lord,

for to you do I cry all the day.

4 Gladden the soul of your servant,

for oto you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.

5 For you, O Lord, are good and pforgiving,

qabounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.

6 rGive ear, O LORD, to my prayer;

listen to my plea for grace.

7 In sthe day of my trouble I call upon you,

tfor you answer me.

 8 There is unone like you among the gods, O Lord,

vnor are there any works like yours.

9 wAll the nations you have made shall come

and worship before you, O Lord,

and shall glorify your name.

10 For xyou are great and ydo wondrous things;

zyou alone are God.

11 aTeach me your way, O LORD,

that I may bwalk in your truth;

cunite my heart to fear your name.

12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,

and I will glorify your name forever.

13 dFor great is your steadfast love toward me;

you have edelivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

 14 O God, insolent men have frisen up against me;

a band of ruthless men seeks my life,

and they do not set you before them.

15 But you, O Lord, are a God gmerciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

16 hTurn to me and be gracious to me;

give your strength to iyour servant,

and save ithe son of your maidservant.

17 jShow me a sign of your kfavor,

that those who hate me may see and be put to shame

because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken

A Psalm of lthe Sons of Korah. A Song.

 PSALM 87  On mthe holy mount nstands the city he founded;

2 the LORD oloves the gates of Zion

more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.

3 pGlorious things of you are spoken,

O qcity of God. Selah

 4 Among those who rknow me I mention sRahab and Babylon;

behold, Philistia and Tyre, with tCush[1]

This one was born there, they say.

5 And of Zion it shall be said,

This one and that one were born in her;

for the Most High himself will uestablish her.

6 The LORD records as he vregisters the peoples,

This one was born there. Selah

 7 wSingers and xdancers alike say,

All my ysprings are in you.

I Cry Out Day and Night Before You

A Song. A Psalm of zthe Sons of Korah. To the choirmaster: according to aMahalath Leannoth. A Maskil[1] of bHeman the Ezrahite.

 PSALM 88  O LORD, cGod of my salvation;

I dcry out day and night before you.

2 Let my prayer come before you;

eincline your ear to my cry!

 3 For my soul is full of troubles,

and fmy life draws near to gSheol.

4 I am counted among those who hgo down to the pit;

I am a man who has no strength,

5 like one set loose among the dead,

like the slain that lie in the grave,

like those whom iyou remember no more,

for they are jcut off from your hand.

6 You have put me in kthe depths of the pit,

in the lregions dark and mdeep.

7 Your wrath nlies heavy upon me,

and you overwhelm me with oall your waves. Selah

 8 You have caused pmy companions to shun me;

you have made me qa horror[2] to them.

I am rshut in so that I cannot escape;

9 smy eye grows dim through sorrow.

Every day I call upon you, O LORD;

I tspread out my hands to you.

10 Do you work wonders for the dead?

uDo the departed rise up to praise you? Selah

11 Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,

or your faithfulness in Abaddon?

12 Are your vwonders known in wthe darkness,

or your righteousness in the land of xforgetfulness?

 13 But I, O LORD, cry yto you;

zin the morning my prayer comes before you.

14 O LORD, why ado you cast my soul away?

Why bdo you hide your face from me?

15 Afflicted and close to death from my youth up,

I suffer your terrors; I am helpless.[3]

16 Your wrath has swept over me;

your cdreadful assaults destroy me.

17 They dsurround me like a flood eall day long;

they fclose in on me together.

18 You have caused gmy beloved and my friend to shun me;

my companions have become darkness.[4]

I Will Sing of the Steadfast Love of the LORD

A Maskil[1] of hEthan the Ezrahite.

 PSALM 89  iI will sing of jthe steadfast love of the LORD, forever;

with my mouth I will make known your kfaithfulness to all generations.

2 For I said, jSteadfast love will be built up forever;

in the heavens lyou will establish your kfaithfulness.

3 You have said, I have made ma covenant with my nchosen one;

I have osworn to David my servant:

4 I will establish your poffspring forever,

and build your qthrone for all generations. Selah

 5 Let rthe heavens praise your swonders, O LORD,

your faithfulness in the assembly of tthe holy ones!

6 For uwho in the skies can be compared to the LORD?

uWho among the heavenly beings[2] is like the LORD,

7 a God greatly vto be feared in the council of tthe holy ones,

and awesome above all wwho are around him?

8 O LORD God of hosts,

xwho is mighty as you are, O yLORD,

with your faithfulness all around you?

9 You rule the raging of the sea;

when its waves rise, you zstill them.

10 You acrushed bRahab like a carcass;

you cscattered your enemies with your mighty arm.

11 dThe heavens are yours; the earth also is yours;

ethe world and all that is in it, you have ffounded them.

12 gThe north and the south, you have created them;

hTabor and iHermon jjoyously praise your name.

13 You have a mighty arm;

strong is your hand, high your right hand.

14 kRighteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;

lsteadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

15 Blessed are the people who know mthe festal shout,

who walk, O LORD, in nthe light of your face,

16 who exult in your oname all the day

and in your righteousness are pexalted.

17 For you are qthe glory of their strength;

by your favor our rhorn is exalted.

18 For our sshield belongs to the LORD,

our king to tthe Holy One of Israel.

 19 uOf old you spoke in a vision to your godly one,[3] and said:

I have vgranted help to one who is wmighty;

I have exalted one xchosen from the people.

20 yI have found David, my servant;

with my holy oil I have zanointed him,

21 so that my ahand shall be established with him;

my arm also shall strengthen him.

22 The enemy shall not outwit him;

bthe wicked shall not humble him.

23 I will ccrush his foes before him

and strike down those who hate him.

24 My dfaithfulness and my dsteadfast love shall be with him,

and in my name shall his ehorn be exalted.

25 I will set his hand on fthe sea

and his right hand on fthe rivers.

26 He shall cry to me, You are my gFather,

my God, and hthe Rock of my salvation.

27 And I will make him the ifirstborn,

jthe highest of the kings of the earth.

28 My steadfast love I will keep for him forever,

and my kcovenant will stand firm[4] for him.

29 I will establish his loffspring forever

and his lthrone as mthe days of the heavens.

30 nIf his children forsake my law

and do not walk according to my rules,[5]

31 if they violate my statutes

and do not keep my commandments,

32 then I will punish their transgression with othe rod

and their iniquity with stripes,

33 but I will not remove from him my steadfast love

or be false to my faithfulness.

34 I will not violate my kcovenant

or alter the word that went forth from my lips.

35 Once for all I have sworn pby my holiness;

I will not qlie to David.

36 His loffspring shall endure forever,

rhis lthrone as long as sthe sun before me.

37 Like sthe moon it shall be established forever,

ta faithful witness in the skies. Selah

 38 But now you have ucast off and rejected;

you are full of wrath against your vanointed.

39 You have wrenounced xthe covenant with your servant;

you have ydefiled his zcrown in the dust.

40 You have abreached all his walls;

you have laid his strongholds in ruins.

41 aAll who pass by plunder him;

he has become bthe scorn of his neighbors.

42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes;

you have made all his enemies rejoice.

43 You have also turned back the edge of his sword,

and you have not made him stand in battle.

44 You have made his splendor to cease

and cast his throne to the ground.

45 You have cut short cthe days of his youth;

you have dcovered him with shame. Selah

 46 eHow long, O LORD? Will you hide yourself forever?

How long will your wrath fburn like fire?

47 gRemember hhow short my itime is!

For what vanity you have created all the children of man!

48 jWhat man can live and never ksee death?

Who can deliver his soul from the power of lSheol? Selah

 49 Lord, where is your msteadfast love of old,

which by your mfaithfulness you swore to David?

50 nRemember, O Lord, how your servants are mocked,

and how I bear in my oheart the insults[6] of all the many nations,

51 with which your enemies mock, O LORD,

with which they mock pthe footsteps of your qanointed.

 52 rBlessed be the LORD forever!

Amen and Amen.

	

Book Four

From Everlasting to Everlasting

A sPrayer of Moses, the tman of God.

 PSALM 90  Lord, you have been our udwelling place[1]

in all generations.

2 vBefore the wmountains were brought forth,

or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

xfrom everlasting to everlasting you are God.

 3 You return man to dust

and say, yReturn, zO children of man![2]

4 For aa thousand years in your sight

are but as byesterday when it is past,

or as ca watch in the night.

 5 You dsweep them away as with a flood; they are like ea dream,

like fgrass that is renewed in the morning:

6 in ithe morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it jfades and kwithers.

 7 For we are brought to an end by your anger;

by your wrath we are dismayed.

8 You have lset our iniquities before you,

our msecret sins in the light of your presence.

 9 For all our days pass away under your wrath;

we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

10 The years of our life are seventy,

or even by reason of strength eighty;

yet their span[3] is but toil and trouble;

they are soon gone, and we fly away.

11 Who considers the power of your anger,

and your wrath according to the fear of you?

 12 nSo teach us to number our days

that we may get a heart of wisdom.

13 oReturn, O LORD! pHow long?

Have qpity on your servants!

14 Satisfy us in the smorning with your steadfast love,

that we may trejoice and be glad all our days.

15 Make us glad for as many days as you have uafflicted us,

and for as many years as we have seen evil.

16 Let your vwork be shown to your servants,

and your glorious power to their children.

17 Let the xfavor[4] of the Lord our God be upon us,

and establish ythe work of our hands upon us;

yes, establish the work of our hands!

My Refuge and My Fortress

 PSALM 91  He who dwells in athe shelter of the Most High

will abide in bthe shadow of the Almighty.

2 I will say[1] to the LORD, My crefuge and my dfortress,

my God, in whom I etrust.

 3 For he will deliver you from fthe snare of the fowler

and from the deadly pestilence.

4 He will gcover you with his pinions,

and under his hwings you will ifind refuge;

his jfaithfulness is ka shield and buckler.

5 lYou will not fear mthe terror of the night,

nor the arrow that flies by day,

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.

 7 A thousand may fall at your side,

ten thousand at your right hand,

but it will not come near you.

8 You will only look with your eyes

and nsee the recompense of the wicked.

 9 Because you have made the LORD your odwelling place

the Most High, who is my crefuge[2]

10 pno evil shall be allowed to befall you,

qno plague come near your tent.

 11 rFor he will command his sangels concerning you

to tguard you in all your ways.

12 On their hands they will bear you up,

lest you ustrike your foot against a stone.

13 You will tread on vthe lion and the wadder;

the young lion and xthe serpent you will ytrample underfoot.

 14 Because he zholds fast to me in love, I will deliver him;

I will protect him, because he aknows my name.

15 When he bcalls to me, I will answer him;

I will be with him in trouble;

I will rescue him and chonor him.

16 With dlong life I will satisfy him

and eshow him my salvation.

How Great Are Your Works

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.

 PSALM 92  fIt is good to give thanks to the LORD,

to sing praises to your name, gO Most High;

2 to declare your hsteadfast love in ithe morning,

and your hfaithfulness by inight,

3 to the music of jthe lute and jthe harp,

to the melody of jthe lyre.

4 For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your kwork;

at lthe works of your hands I sing for joy.

 5 How mgreat are your works, O LORD!

Your nthoughts are very odeep!

6 The stupid man cannot know;

the fool cannot understand this:

7 that though pthe wicked sprout like grass

and all qevildoers flourish,

they are doomed to destruction forever;

8 but you, O LORD, are ron high forever.

9 For behold, your enemies, O LORD,

for behold, your enemies shall perish;

all evildoers shall be sscattered.

 10 But you have exalted my thorn like that of uthe wild ox;

you have vpoured over me[1] fresh oil.

11 My weyes have seen the downfall of my enemies;

my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants.

 12 xThe righteous flourish like the palm tree

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

13 They are planted in the house of the LORD;

they flourish in ythe courts of our God.

14 They still bear fruit in old age;

they are ever full of sap and green,

15 zto declare that the LORD is upright;

he is my arock, and there is bno unrighteousness in him.

The LORD Reigns

 PSALM 93  cThe LORD reigns; he is drobed in majesty;

the LORD is erobed; he has fput on strength as his belt.

gYes, the world is established; hit shall never be moved.

2 iYour throne is established from of old;

jyou are from everlasting.

 3 kThe floods have lifted up, O LORD,

the floods have lifted up their voice;

the floods lift up their roaring.

4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters,

mightier than the waves of the sea,

lthe LORD mon high is mighty!

 5 Your ndecrees are very trustworthy;

oholiness befits your house,

O LORD, forevermore.

The LORD Will Not Forsake His People

 PSALM 94  O LORD, God of pvengeance,

O God of vengeance, qshine forth!

2 rRise up, O sjudge of the earth;

repay to the tproud what they deserve!

3 O LORD, uhow long shall the wicked,

how long shall vthe wicked exult?

4 They pour out their warrogant words;

all xthe evildoers boast.

5 They ycrush your people, O LORD,

and afflict your heritage.

6 They kill zthe widow and the sojourner,

and murder zthe fatherless;

7 aand they say, The LORD does not see;

the God of Jacob does not perceive.

 8 bUnderstand, O dullest of the people!

Fools, when will you be wise?

9 cHe who planted the ear, does he not hear?

He who formed the eye, does he not see?

10 He who ddisciplines the nations, does he not rebuke?

He who eteaches man knowledge

11 fthe LORDknows the thoughts of man,

that they are gbut a breath.[1]

 12 hBlessed is the man whom you idiscipline, O LORD,

and whom you teach out of your law,

13 to give him jrest from kdays of trouble,

until la pit is dug for the wicked.

14 mFor the LORD will not forsake his npeople;

he will not abandon his nheritage;

15 for ojustice will return to the righteous,

and all the upright in heart will pfollow it.

 16 qWho rises up for me against the wicked?

Who stands up for me against evildoers?

17 rIf the LORD had not been my help,

my soul would soon have lived in the land of ssilence.

18 When I thought, tMy foot slips,

your steadfast love, O LORD, uheld me up.

19 When the cares of my heart are many,

your consolations cheer my soul.

20 Can wwicked rulers be allied with you,

those who frame injustice by xstatute?

21 They yband together against the life of the righteous

and condemn zthe innocent to death.[2]

22 But the LORD has become my astronghold,

and my God bthe rock of my crefuge.

23 He will bring back on them dtheir iniquity

and ewipe them out for their wickedness;

the LORD our God will wipe them out.

Let Us Sing Songs of Praise

 PSALM 95  Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us fmake a joyful noise to gthe rock of our salvation!

2 Let us hcome into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us fmake a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

3 For the LORD is ia great God,

and a great King jabove all gods.

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are his also.

5 The sea is his, for khe made it,

and his hands formed kthe dry land.

 6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down;

let us lkneel before the LORD, our mMaker!

7 For he is our nGod,

and we are the people of his opasture,

and the sheep of his hand.

pToday, if you qhear his voice,

8 rdo not harden your hearts, as at sMeribah,

as on the day at tMassah in the wilderness,

9 when your fathers put me to the utest

and put me to the proof, though they had seen my vwork.

10 wFor forty years I loathed that generation

and said, They are a people who go astray in their heart,

and they have not known xmy ways.

11 Therefore I yswore in my wrath,

They shall not enter zmy rest.

Worship in the Splendor of Holiness

 PSALM 96  aOh sing to the LORD ba new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth!

2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name;

ctell of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous works among all the peoples!

4 For dgreat is the LORD, and egreatly to be praised;

he is to be feared above fall gods.

5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,

but the LORD gmade the heavens.

6 Splendor and majesty are before him;

hstrength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

 7 Ascribe to the LORD, O ifamilies of the peoples,

jascribe to the LORD glory and strength!

8 Ascribe to the LORD kthe glory due his name;

bring lan offering, and mcome into his courts!

9 Worship the LORD in nthe splendor of holiness;[1]

otremble before him, all the earth!

 10 Say among the nations, pThe LORD reigns!

Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;

he will qjudge the peoples with equity.

 11 Let rthe heavens be glad, and let sthe earth rejoice;

let tthe sea roar, and all that fills it;

12 let uthe field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall all vthe trees of the forest sing for joy

13 before the LORD, for he comes,

for he comes wto judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness,

and the peoples in his faithfulness.

The LORD Reigns

 PSALM 97  xThe LORD reigns, ylet the earth rejoice;

let the many zcoastlands be glad!

2 aClouds and thick darkness are all around him;

brighteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.

3 cFire goes before him

and burns up his adversaries all around.

4 His dlightnings light up the world;

the earth sees and etrembles.

5 The mountains fmelt like gwax before the LORD,

before hthe Lord of all the earth.

 6 iThe heavens proclaim his righteousness,

and all jthe peoples see his glory.

7 All worshipers of images are kput to shame,

who make their boast in lworthless idols;

mworship him, all you gods!

 8 Zion hears and nis glad,

and the daughters of Judah rejoice,

because of your judgments, O LORD.

9 For you, O LORD, are omost high over all the earth;

you are exalted far above pall gods.

 10 O you who love the LORD, qhate evil!

He rpreserves the lives of his ssaints;

he tdelivers them from the hand of the wicked.

11 uLight vis sown[1] for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart.

12 wRejoice in the LORD, O you righteous,

and xgive thanks to his holy name!

Make a Joyful Noise to the LORD

A Psalm.

 PSALM 98  Oh sing to the LORD ya new song,

for he has done zmarvelous things!

His aright hand and his holy arm

have worked salvation for him.

2 The LORD has bmade known his salvation;

he has crevealed his righteousness in dthe sight of the nations.

3 He has eremembered his fsteadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel.

All gthe ends of the earth have seen

hthe salvation of our God.

 4 iMake a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;

jbreak forth into joyous song and sing praises!

5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,

with the lyre and the ksound of melody!

6 With ltrumpets and the sound of mthe horn

imake a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!

 7 nLet the sea roar, and oall that fills it;

othe world and those who dwell in it!

8 Let the rivers pclap their hands;

let qthe hills sing for joy together

9 before the LORD, for he comes

to rjudge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with equity.

The LORD Our God Is Holy

 PSALM 99  sThe LORD reigns; tlet the peoples tremble!

He usits enthroned upon the cherubim; vlet the earth quake!

2 The LORD is wgreat in Zion;

he is xexalted over all the peoples.

3 Let them praise your ygreat and awesome name!

zHoly is he!

4 aThe King in his might bloves justice.[1]

You have established equity;

you have executed justice

and righteousness in Jacob.

5 cExalt the LORD our God;

dworship at his efootstool!

zHoly is he!

 6 fMoses and Aaron were among his gpriests,

Samuel also was among those who hcalled upon his name.

They icalled to the LORD, and he answered them.

7 In jthe pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;

they kkept his testimonies

and the statute that he gave them.

 8 O LORD our God, you answered them;

you were la forgiving God to them,

but man avenger of their wrongdoings.

9 Exalt the LORD our God,

and worship at his nholy mountain;

for the LORD our God is holy!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

A Psalm for ogiving thanks.

 PSALM 100  pMake a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!

2 qServe the LORD with gladness!

rCome into his presence with singing!

 3 Know that sthe LORD, he is God!

It is he who tmade us, and uwe are his;[1]

we are his vpeople, and wthe sheep of his pasture.

 4 xEnter his gates with thanksgiving,

and his ycourts with praise!

Give thanks to him; zbless his name!

 5 aFor the LORD is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,

and his bfaithfulness to all generations.

I Will Walk with Integrity

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 101  I will sing of csteadfast love and justice;

to you, O LORD, I will make music.

2 I will dponder the way ethat is blameless.

Oh when will you fcome to me?

I will gwalk with hintegrity of heart

within my house;

3 I will not set before my eyes

anything ithat is worthless.

I hate the work of those who jfall away;

it shall not cling to me.

4 kA perverse heart shall be far from me;

I will lknow nothing of evil.

 5 Whoever slanders his neighbor msecretly

I will ndestroy.

Whoever has a ohaughty look and an parrogant heart

I will not endure.

 6 I will look with favor on the faithful in the land,

that they may dwell with me;

he who walks in qthe way that is blameless

shall minister to me.

 7 No one who rpractices deceit

shall dwell in my house;

no one who utters lies

shall scontinue before my eyes.

 8 tMorning by morning I will destroy

all the wicked in the land,

ucutting off all vthe evildoers

from wthe city of the LORD.

Do Not Hide Your Face from Me

A Prayer of one afflicted, when he is xfaint and ypours out his complaint before the LORD.

 PSALM 102  zHear my prayer, O LORD;

let my cry acome to you!

2 bDo not hide your face from me

in cthe day of my distress!

dIncline your ear to me;

eanswer me speedily fin the day when I call!

 3 For my days gpass away like smoke,

and my hbones burn like a furnace.

4 My heart is istruck down like grass and jhas withered;

I kforget to eat my bread.

5 Because of my loud groaning

my lbones cling to my flesh.

6 I am like ma desert owl of the wilderness,

like an owl[1] of the waste places;

7 I nlie awake;

I am like a lonely sparrow on the housetop.

8 All the day my enemies taunt me;

those who oderide me puse my name for a curse.

9 For I eat ashes like bread

and qmingle tears with my drink,

10 because of your indignation and anger;

for you have rtaken me up and sthrown me down.

11 My days are like tan evening shadow;

I jwither away like grass.

 12 But you, O LORD, are uenthroned forever;

you vare remembered throughout all generations.

13 You will warise and have xpity on Zion;

it is the time to favor her;

ythe appointed time has come.

14 For your servants hold her zstones dear

and have pity on her dust.

15 Nations will afear the name of the LORD,

and all bthe kings of the earth will fear your glory.

16 For the LORD cbuilds up Zion;

he dappears in his glory;

17 he eregards the prayer of the destitute

and does not despise their prayer.

 18 Let this be frecorded for ga generation to come,

so that ha people yet to be created may praise the LORD:

19 that he ilooked down from his holy height;

from heaven the LORD looked at the earth,

20 to hear jthe groans of the prisoners,

to set free kthose who were doomed to die,

21 that they may ldeclare in Zion the name of the LORD,

and in Jerusalem his praise,

22 when mpeoples gather together,

and kingdoms, to worship the LORD.

 23 He has broken my strength in midcourse;

he nhas shortened my days.

24 O my God, oI say, take me not away

in the midst of my days

pyou whose years endure

throughout all generations!

 25 qOf old you laid the foundation of the earth,

and rthe heavens are the work of your hands.

26 sThey will perish, but tyou will remain;

they will all wear out like a garment.

You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away,

27 but uyou are the same, and your years have no end.

28 vThe children of your servants wshall dwell secure;

xtheir offspring shall be established before you.

Bless the LORD, O My Soul

Of David.

 PSALM 103  yBless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me,

bless his holy name!

2 yBless the LORD, O my soul,

and zforget not all his benefits,

3 who aforgives all your iniquity,

who bheals all your diseases,

4 who credeems your life from the pit,

who dcrowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

5 who esatisfies you with good

so that your youth is renewed like fthe eagles.

 6 The LORD works grighteousness

and justice for all who are oppressed.

7 He made known his hways to Moses,

his iacts to the people of Israel.

8 The LORD is jmerciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9 kHe will not always chide,

nor will he lkeep his anger forever.

10 He does not deal with us maccording to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.

11 For nas high as the heavens are above the earth,

so great is his osteadfast love toward pthose who fear him;

12 as far as the east is from the west,

so far does he qremove our transgressions from us.

13 As ra father shows compassion to his children,

so the LORD shows compassion pto those who fear him.

14 For he knows our frame;[1]

he sremembers that we are dust.

 15 As for man, his days are like tgrass;

he flourishes like ua flower of the field;

16 for vthe wind passes over it, and wit is gone,

and xits place knows it no more.

17 But ythe steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on pthose who fear him,

and his righteousness to zchildrens children,

18 to those who akeep his covenant

and bremember to do his commandments.

19 The LORD has cestablished his throne in the heavens,

and his dkingdom rules over all.

 20 Bless the LORD, O you ehis angels,

you fmighty ones who gdo his word,

obeying the voice of his word!

21 Bless the LORD, all his hhosts,

his iministers, who do his will!

22 jBless the LORD, all his works,

in all places of his dominion.

kBless the LORD, O my soul!

O LORD My God, You Are Very Great

 PSALM 104  lBless the LORD, O my soul!

O LORD my God, you are mvery great!

nYou are clothed with splendor and majesty,

2 covering yourself with light as with a garment,

ostretching out the heavens plike a tent.

3 He qlays the beams of his rchambers on the waters;

he makes sthe clouds his chariot;

he rides on tthe wings of the wind;

4 he umakes his messengers winds,

his vministers wa flaming fire.

 5 He xset the earth on its foundations,

so that it should never be moved.

6 You ycovered it with the deep as with a garment;

the waters stood above the mountains.

7 At zyour rebuke they fled;

at athe sound of your thunder they btook to flight.

8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down

to the place that you cappointed for them.

9 You set da boundary that they may not pass,

so that they emight not again cover the earth.

 10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys;

they flow between the hills;

11 they fgive drink to every beast of the field;

the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell;

they sing among the branches.

13 gFrom your lofty abode you hwater the mountains;

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.

 14 You cause ithe grass to grow for the livestock

and jplants for man to cultivate,

that he may bring forth kfood from the earth

15 and lwine to gladden the heart of man,

moil to make his face shine

and bread to nstrengthen mans heart.

 16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly,

othe cedars of Lebanon pthat he planted.

17 In them the birds build their nests;

the stork has her home in the fir trees.

18 The high mountains are for qthe wild goats;

the rocks are a refuge for rthe rock badgers.

 19 He made the moon to mark the sseasons;[1]

the sun knows its time for setting.

20 tYou make darkness, and it is night,

when all the beasts of the forest creep about.

21 uThe young lions roar for their prey,

seeking their food from God.

22 When the sun rises, they steal away

and lie down in their vdens.

23 wMan goes out to his work

and to his labor until the evening.

 24 O LORD, how manifold are your works!

In xwisdom have you made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.

25 Here is the sea, great and wide,

ywhich teems with creatures innumerable,

living things both small and great.

26 There go the ships,

and zLeviathan, which you formed to aplay in it.[2]

 27 These ball look to you,

to cgive them their food in due season.

28 When you give it to them, they gather it up;

when you dopen your hand, they are filled with good things.

29 When you ehide your face, they are fdismayed;

when you gtake away their breath, they die

and hreturn to their dust.

30 When you isend forth your Spirit,[3] they are created,

and you jrenew the face of the ground.

 31 May the glory of the LORD kendure forever;

may the LORD lrejoice in his works,

32 who looks on the earth and it mtrembles,

who ntouches the mountains and they smoke!

33 I will sing to the LORD oas long as I live;

I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

34 May my pmeditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the LORD.

35 Let qsinners be consumed from the earth,

and let the wicked be no more!

rBless the LORD, O my soul!

sPraise the LORD!

Tell of All His Wonderful Works

 PSALM 105  tOh give thanks to the LORD; ucall upon his name;

vmake known his deeds among the peoples!

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;

wtell of all his wondrous works!

3 Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

4 Seek the LORD and his xstrength;

yseek his presence continually!

5 Remember the zwondrous works that he has done,

his miracles, and athe judgments he uttered,

6 O offspring of bAbraham, his servant,

children of Jacob, his cchosen ones!

 7 He is the LORD our God;

his djudgments are in all the earth.

8 He eremembers his covenant forever,

the word that he commanded, for fa thousand generations,

9 gthe covenant that he made with Abraham,

his hsworn promise to Isaac,

10 which he confirmed to iJacob as a statute,

to Israel as an everlasting covenant,

11 saying, jTo you I will give the land of Canaan

as kyour portion for an inheritance.

 12 When they were lfew in number,

of little account, and msojourners in it,

13 wandering from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people,

14 he nallowed no one to oppress them;

he orebuked kings on their account,

15 saying, pTouch not my anointed ones,

do my prophets no harm!

 16 When he qsummoned a famine on the land

and rbroke all supply[1] of bread,

17 he had ssent a man ahead of them,

Joseph, who was tsold as a slave.

18 His ufeet were hurt with fetters;

his neck was put in a collar of iron;

19 until vwhat he had said came to pass,

the word of the LORD wtested him.

20 xThe king sent and yreleased him;

the ruler of the peoples set him free;

21 he zmade him lord of his house

and ruler of all his possessions,

22 to bind[2] his princes at his pleasure

and to teach his elders wisdom.

 23 Then aIsrael came to Egypt;

Jacob bsojourned in cthe land of Ham.

24 And the LORD dmade his people very fruitful

and made them stronger than their foes.

25 He eturned their hearts to hate his people,

to fdeal craftily with his servants.

 26 He gsent Moses, his servant,

and Aaron, hwhom he had chosen.

27 iThey performed his signs among them

and miracles in cthe land of Ham.

28 He jsent darkness, and made the land dark;

they kdid not rebel[3] against his words.

29 He turned their waters into blood

and lcaused their fish to die.

30 Their land swarmed with frogs,

even in mthe chambers of their kings.

31 He spoke, and there came nswarms of flies,

oand gnats throughout their country.

32 He gave them hail for rain,

and fiery plightning bolts through their land.

33 He struck down their vines and fig trees,

and qshattered the trees of their country.

34 He spoke, and the rlocusts came,

young locusts without number,

35 which devoured all the vegetation in their land

and ate up the fruit of their ground.

36 He sstruck down all the firstborn in their land,

sthe firstfruits of all their strength.

 37 Then he brought out Israel with tsilver and gold,

and there was none among his tribes who stumbled.

38 uEgypt was glad when they departed,

for vdread of them had fallen upon it.

 39 He wspread a cloud for a covering,

and fire to give light by night.

40 xThey asked, and he ybrought quail,

and gave them zbread from heaven in abundance.

41 He opened the rock, and awater gushed out;

it flowed through bthe desert like a river.

42 For he cremembered his holy promise,

and dAbraham, his servant.

 43 So he brought his people out with joy,

his dchosen ones with esinging.

44 And he fgave them the lands of the nations,

and they took possession of the fruit of the peoples toil,

45 that they might gkeep his statutes

and hobserve his laws.

iPraise the LORD!

Give Thanks to the LORD, for He Is Good

 PSALM 106  iPraise the LORD!

jOh give thanks to the LORD, kfor he is good,

lfor his steadfast love endures forever!

2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD,

or declare all his praise?

3 Blessed are they who observe justice,

who mdo righteousness at all times!

 4 nRemember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people;

help me when you save them,[1]

5 that I may look upon the prosperity of your ochosen ones,

that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,

that I may glory with your inheritance.

 6 pBoth we and qour fathers have sinned;

we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedness.

7 Our fathers, when they were in Egypt,

did not consider your wondrous works;

they rdid not remember the abundance of your steadfast love,

but srebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.

8 Yet he saved them tfor his names sake,

uthat he might make known his mighty power.

9 He vrebuked the Red Sea, and it wbecame dry,

and he xled them through the deep as through a desert.

10 So he ysaved them from the hand of the foe

and zredeemed them from the power of the enemy.

11 And athe waters covered their adversaries;

not one of them was left.

12 Then bthey believed his words;

they csang his praise.

 13 But they soon dforgot his works;

they did not wait for ehis counsel.

14 But they had fa wanton craving in the wilderness,

and gput God to the test in the desert;

15 he hgave them what they asked,

but sent ia wasting disease among them.

 16 When men in the camp jwere jealous of Moses

and Aaron, kthe holy one of the LORD,

17 lthe earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,

and covered the company of Abiram.

18 mFire also broke out in their company;

the flame burned up the wicked.

 19 They nmade a calf in Horeb

and worshiped a metal image.

20 They oexchanged the glory of God[2]

for the image of an ox that eats grass.

21 They pforgot God, their Savior,

who had done great things in Egypt,

22 wondrous works in qthe land of Ham,

and awesome deeds by the Red Sea.

23 Therefore rhe said he would destroy them

had not Moses, his schosen one,

tstood in the breach before him,

to turn away his wrath from destroying them.

 24 Then they udespised vthe pleasant land,

having wno faith in his promise.

25 They xmurmured in their tents,

and did not obey the voice of the LORD.

26 Therefore he yraised his hand and swore to them

that he would make them fall in the wilderness,

27 and would make their offspring fall among the nations,

zscattering them among the lands.

 28 Then they ayoked themselves to the aBaal of Peor,

and ate sacrifices offered to bthe dead;

29 they provoked the LORD to anger with their deeds,

and a plague broke out among them.

30 Then cPhinehas stood up and intervened,

and the plague was stayed.

31 And that was dcounted to him as righteousness

from generation to generation forever.

 32 They eangered him at the waters of Meribah,

and it went ill with Moses on their account,

33 for they fmade his spirit bitter,[3]

and he gspoke rashly with his lips.

 34 They did not hdestroy the peoples,

ias the LORD commanded them,

35 but they jmixed with the nations

and learned to do as they did.

36 They served their idols,

which became ka snare to them.

37 They lsacrificed their sons

and their daughters to mthe demons;

38 they poured out innocent blood,

the blood of their sons and daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan,

and the land was npolluted with blood.

39 Thus they obecame unclean by their acts,

and pplayed the whore in their deeds.

 40 Then qthe anger of the LORD was kindled against rhis people,

and he abhorred his rheritage;

41 he sgave them into the hand of the nations,

so that those who hated them ruled over them.

42 Their enemies toppressed them,

and they were brought into subjection under their power.

43 uMany times he delivered them,

but they were rebellious in their vpurposes

and were wbrought low through their iniquity.

 44 Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress,

when he xheard their cry.

45 For their sake he yremembered his covenant,

and zrelented according to athe abundance of his steadfast love.

46 He caused them to be bpitied

by all those who held them captive.

 47 cSave us, O LORD our God,

and dgather us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name

and glory in your praise.

 48 eBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting!

eAnd let all the people say, Amen!

fPraise the LORD!

	

Book Five

Let the Redeemed of the LORD Say So

 PSALM 107  gOh give thanks to the LORD, hfor he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever!

2 Let ithe redeemed of the LORD say so,

whom he has jredeemed from trouble[1]

3 and kgathered in from the lands,

from the east and from the west,

from the north and from the south.

 4 Some lwandered in desert wastes,

finding no way mto a city to dwell in;

5 hungry and thirsty,

their soul nfainted within them.

6 Then they ocried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

7 He led them by pa straight way

till they reached ma city to dwell in.

8 qLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

9 For he rsatisfies the longing soul,

sand the hungry soul he fills with good things.

 10 tSome sat in darkness and in uthe shadow of death,

prisoners in vaffliction and in irons,

11 for they whad rebelled against the words of God,

and xspurned the counsel of the Most High.

12 So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor;

they fell down, ywith none to help.

13 zThen they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

14 He brought them out of adarkness and the shadow of death,

and bburst their bonds apart.

15 cLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

16 For he dshatters the doors of bronze

and cuts in two the bars of iron.

 17 Some were efools through their sinful ways,

and because of their iniquities suffered affliction;

18 fthey loathed any kind of food,

and they gdrew near to hthe gates of death.

19 iThen they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

20 He jsent out his word and khealed them,

and ldelivered them from their destruction.

21 mLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

22 And let them noffer sacrifices of thanksgiving,

and otell of his deeds in psongs of joy!

 23 Some qwent down to the sea in ships,

doing business on the great waters;

24 they saw the deeds of the LORD,

his wondrous works in the deep.

25 For he rcommanded and sraised the stormy wind,

which lifted up the waves of the sea.

26 They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths;

their courage tmelted away in their evil plight;

27 they reeled and ustaggered like drunken men

and vwere at their wits end.[2]

28 wThen they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

29 He xmade the storm be still,

and the waves of the sea were hushed.

30 Then they were glad that the waters[3] were quiet,

and he brought them to their desired haven.

31 yLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of man!

32 Let them zextol him in athe congregation of the people,

and praise him in the assembly of the elders.

 33 He bturns rivers into a desert,

springs of water into thirsty ground,

34 ca fruitful land into a salty waste,

because of the evil of its inhabitants.

35 He dturns a desert into pools of water,

ea parched land into springs of water.

36 And there he lets the hungry dwell,

and they establish fa city to live in;

37 they sow fields and plant vineyards

and get a fruitful yield.

38 gBy his blessing they multiply greatly,

and he does not let their livestock diminish.

 39 When they are diminished and brought low

through oppression, evil, and sorrow,

40 hhe pours contempt on princes

and imakes them wander jin trackless wastes;

41 but khe raises up the needy out of affliction

and lmakes their families like flocks.

42 mThe upright see it and are glad,

and nall wickedness shuts its mouth.

 43 oWhoever is wise, let him attend to these things;

let them consider the steadfast love of the LORD.

With God We Shall Do Valiantly

A Song. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 108  pMy heart is steadfast, O God!

I will sing and make melody with all my being![1]

2 Awake, O harp and lyre!

I will awake the dawn!

3 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples;

I will sing praises to you among the nations.

4 For your steadfast love is great qabove the heavens;

your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

 5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth!

6 rThat your beloved ones may be delivered,

give salvation by your right hand and answer me!

 7 God has promised in his holiness:[2]

With exultation I will divide up Shechem

and portion out the Valley of Succoth.

8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine;

Ephraim is my helmet,

Judah my scepter.

9 Moab is my washbasin;

upon Edom I cast my shoe;

sover Philistia I shout in triumph.

 10 Who will bring me to the fortified city?

Who will lead me to Edom?

11 Have you not rejected us, O God?

You do not go out, O God, with our armies.

12 Oh grant us help against the foe,

for vain is the salvation of man!

13 With God we shall do valiantly;

it is he who will tread down our foes.

Help Me, O LORD My God

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 109  tBe not silent, O uGod of my praise!

2 For wicked and vdeceitful mouths are opened against me,

speaking against me with lying tongues.

3 They encircle me with words of hate,

and attack me wwithout cause.

4 In return for my love they xaccuse me,

but I ygive myself to prayer.[1]

5 So they zreward me evil for good,

and hatred for my love.

 6 aAppoint a wicked man bagainst him;

let an accuser stand cat his right hand.

7 When he is tried, let him come forth guilty;

let his dprayer be counted as sin!

8 May his edays be few;

may fanother take his goffice!

9 May his hchildren be fatherless

and his wife a widow!

10 May his children iwander about and beg,

jseeking food far from the ruins they inhabit!

11 May kthe creditor seize all that he has;

may kstrangers plunder the fruits of his toil!

12 Let there be none to lextend kindness to him,

nor any to mpity his fatherless children!

13 May his nposterity be cut off;

may his oname be blotted out in the second generation!

14 May pthe iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD,

and let not the sin of his mother be qblotted out!

15 rLet them be before the LORD continually,

that he may scut off the memory of them from the earth!

 16 For he did not remember to show kindness,

but pursued tthe poor and needy

and uthe brokenhearted, to put them to death.

17 vHe loved to curse; let curses come[2] upon him!

He did not delight in blessing; may it be far[3] from him!

18 He wclothed himself with cursing as his coat;

may it xsoak[4] into his body like water,

like oil into his bones!

19 May it be like a garment that he wraps around him,

like a belt that he puts on every day!

20 May this be the reward of my yaccusers from the LORD,

of those who speak evil against my life!

 21 But you, O GOD my Lord,

deal on my behalf zfor your names sake;

because your asteadfast love is good, deliver me!

22 For I am bpoor and needy,

and my heart is stricken within me.

23 I am gone like ca shadow at evening;

I am dshaken off like a locust.

24 My knees are weak ethrough fasting;

my fbody has become gaunt, with no fat.

25 I am gan object of scorn to my accusers;

when they see me, they hwag their heads.

 26 iHelp me, O LORD my God!

Save me according to your steadfast love!

27 Let them jknow that this is your hand;

you, O LORD, have done it!

28 kLet them curse, but you will bless!

They arise and are put to shame, but lyour servant will be glad!

29 May my accusers be mclothed with dishonor;

may they nbe wrapped in their own shame as in a cloak!

 30 With my mouth I will give great thanks to the LORD;

I will opraise him in the midst of the throng.

31 For he stands pat the right hand of the needy one,

to save him from those who condemn his soul to death.

Sit at My Right Hand

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 110  qThe LORD says to my Lord:

rSit at my right hand,

suntil I make your enemies your tfootstool.

 2 The LORD sends forth ufrom Zion

vyour mighty scepter.

wRule in the midst of your enemies!

3 xYour people will yoffer themselves freely

on the day of your zpower,[1]

in aholy garments;[2]

from the womb of the morning,

the dew of your youth will be yours.[3]

4 bThe LORD has csworn

and will dnot change his mind,

eYou are fa priest gforever

after the order of hMelchizedek.

 5 The Lord is at your iright hand;

he will jshatter kings on kthe day of his wrath.

6 He will lexecute judgment among the nations,

mfilling them with corpses;

he will nshatter chiefs[4]

over the wide earth.

7 He will odrink from the brook by the way;

therefore he will lift up his head.

Great Are the LORDs Works

 PSALM 111  [1] pPraise the LORD!

I qwill give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

in the company of rthe upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the sworks of the LORD,

tstudied by all who delight in them.

3 uFull of splendor and majesty is his work,

and his vrighteousness endures forever.

4 He has wcaused his wondrous works to be remembered;

the LORD is gracious and merciful.

5 He provides food for those who fear him;

he xremembers his covenant forever.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works,

in giving them the inheritance of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;

all his precepts are ytrustworthy;

8 they are zestablished forever and ever,

to be performed with afaithfulness and uprightness.

9 He sent bredemption to his people;

he has ccommanded his covenant forever.

dHoly and awesome is his name!

10 eThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

all those who practice it have fa good understanding.

His gpraise endures forever!

The Righteous Will Never Be Moved

 PSALM 112  [1] hPraise the LORD!

iBlessed is the man who fears the LORD,

who jgreatly delights in his commandments!

2 His koffspring will be mighty in the land;

lthe generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 mWealth and riches are in his house,

and his nrighteousness endures forever.

4 Light dawns in the darkness ofor the upright;

he is gracious, merciful, and prighteous.

5 It is well with the man who qdeals generously and lends;

who conducts his affairs with justice.

6 For the righteous will rnever be moved;

she will be remembered forever.

7 He is not tafraid of bad news;

his uheart is firm, vtrusting in the LORD.

8 His heart is steady; he will not be afraid,

until he looks in triumph on his adversaries.

9 He has wdistributed freely; he has given to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever;

his xhorn is exalted in honor.

10 The wicked man sees it and is angry;

he ygnashes his teeth and zmelts away;

athe desire of the wicked will perish!

Who Is like the LORD Our God?

 PSALM 113  bPraise the LORD!

cPraise, O dservants of the LORD,

praise the name of the LORD!

 2 eBlessed be the name of the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore!

3 fFrom the rising of the sun to its setting,

gthe name of the LORD is hto be praised!

 4 The LORD is ihigh above all nations,

and his jglory above the heavens!

5 kWho is like the LORD our God,

who is seated on high,

6 who llooks far down

on the heavens and the earth?

7 He mraises the poor from the dust

and lifts the needy from the ash heap,

8 to make them nsit with princes,

with the princes of his people.

9 He ogives the barren woman a home,

making her the joyous mother of children.

bPraise the LORD!

Tremble at the Presence of the Lord

 PSALM 114  When pIsrael went out from Egypt,

the house of Jacob from qa people of strange language,

2 Judah became his rsanctuary,

Israel his dominion.

 3 sThe sea looked and fled;

tJordan turned back.

4 uThe mountains skipped like rams,

the hills like lambs.

 5 What vails you, O sea, that you flee?

O Jordan, that you turn back?

6 O mountains, that you skip like rams?

O hills, like lambs?

 7 wTremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,

at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8 who turns xthe rock into ya pool of water,

zthe flint into a spring of water.

To Your Name Give Glory

 PSALM 115  aNot to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory,

bfor the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!

 2 Why should the nations say,

cWhere is their God?

3 dOur God is in the heavens;

ehe does all that he pleases.

 4 fTheir idols are silver and gold,

gthe work of human hands.

5 They have mouths, hbut do not speak;

eyes, but do not see.

6 They have ears, but do not hear;

noses, but do not smell.

7 They have hands, but do not feel;

feet, but do not walk;

and they do not make a sound in their throat.

8 iThose who make them become like them;

so do all who trust in them.

 9 O jIsrael,[1] ktrust in the LORD!

He is their lhelp and their shield.

10 O jhouse of Aaron, trust in the LORD!

He is their help and mtheir shield.

11 You nwho fear the LORD, trust in the LORD!

He is their help and their shield.

 12 The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us;

he will bless othe house of Israel;

he will bless othe house of Aaron;

13 he will pbless those who fear the LORD,

qboth the small and the great.

 14 May the LORD rgive you increase,

you and your children!

15 May syou be blessed by the LORD,

twho made heaven and earth!

 16 The heavens are the LORDs heavens,

but the earth he has given to the children of man.

17 uThe dead do not praise the LORD,

nor do any who go down into vsilence.

18 But wwe will bless the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore.

xPraise the LORD!

I Love the LORD

 PSALM 116  I ylove the LORD, because he has zheard

my voice and my pleas for mercy.

2 Because he ainclined his ear to me,

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

3 bThe snares of death encompassed me;

the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;

I suffered distress and anguish.

4 Then cI called on the name of the LORD:

O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!

 5 dGracious is the LORD, and erighteous;

our God is fmerciful.

6 The LORD preserves gthe simple;

when hI was brought low, he saved me.

7 Return, O my soul, to your irest;

for the LORD has jdealt bountifully with you.

 8 For kyou have delivered my soul from death,

my eyes from tears,

my feet from stumbling;

9 I will walk before the LORD

lin the land of the living.

 10 mI believed, neven when[1] I spoke:

I am greatly afflicted;

11 oI said in my alarm,

pAll mankind are liars.

 12 What shall I qrender to the LORD

for all his benefits to me?

13 I will lift up rthe cup of salvation

and scall on the name of the LORD,

14 I will tpay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.

 15 uPrecious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his vsaints.

16 O LORD, I am your wservant;

I am your servant, xthe son of your maidservant.

You have yloosed my bonds.

17 I will zoffer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and scall on the name of the LORD.

18 I will tpay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,

19 in athe courts of the house of the LORD,

in your midst, O Jerusalem.

bPraise the LORD!

The LORDs Faithfulness Endures Forever

 PSALM 117  cPraise the LORD, all nations!

Extol him, all peoples!

2 For dgreat is his steadfast love toward us,

and ethe faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

bPraise the LORD!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

 PSALM 118  fOh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

 2 gLet Israel say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

3 gLet the house of Aaron say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

4 gLet those who fear the LORD say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

 5 hOut of my distress I icalled on the LORD;

the LORD answered me and set me jfree.

6 kThe LORD is on my side; lI will not fear.

What can man do to me?

7 mThe LORD is on my side as my helper;

I shall nlook in triumph on those who hate me.

 8 oIt is better to take refuge in the LORD

pthan to trust in man.

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD

pthan to trust in princes.

 10 qAll nations surrounded me;

in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

11 They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side;

in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

12 rThey surrounded me like bees;

they went out like sa fire among thorns;

in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

13 I was tpushed hard,[1] so that I was falling,

but the LORD helped me.

 14 The LORD is my strength and my song;

uhe has become my salvation.

15 Glad songs of salvation

are in the tents of the righteous:

vThe right hand of the LORD wdoes valiantly,

16 the right hand of the LORD exalts,

the right hand of the LORD wdoes valiantly!

 17 xI shall not die, but I shall live,

and yrecount the deeds of the LORD.

18 The LORD has zdisciplined me severely,

but he has not given me over to death.

 19 aOpen to me the gates of righteousness,

that I may enter through them

and give thanks to the LORD.

20 This is the gate of the LORD;

bthe righteous shall enter through it.

21 I thank you that cyou have answered me

uand have become my salvation.

22 dThe stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.[2]

23 This is the LORDs doing;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

 25 Save us, we pray, O LORD!

O LORD, we pray, give us success!

 26 eBlessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!

We fbless you from the house of the LORD.

27 The LORD is God,

and he has made ghis light to shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,

up to hthe horns of the altar!

 28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;

you are my God; I will iextol you.

29 jOh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

Your Word Is a Lamp to My Feet

Aleph

 PSALM 119  [1] Blessed are those whose kway is blameless,

who lwalk in the law of the LORD!

2 Blessed are those who mkeep his ntestimonies,

who oseek him with their whole heart,

3 who also pdo no wrong,

but walk in his ways!

4 You have commanded your qprecepts

to be kept diligently.

5 Oh that my ways may rbe steadfast

in keeping your statutes!

6 sThen I shall not be put to shame,

having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.

7 I will praise you with an upright heart,

when I learn tyour righteous rules.[2]

8 I will keep your statutes;

udo not utterly forsake me!

Beth

 9 How can va young man keep his way pure?

By guarding it according to your word.

10 wWith my whole heart I seek you;

let me not xwander from your commandments!

11 I have ystored up your word in my heart,

that I might not sin against you.

12 Blessed are you, O LORD;

zteach me your statutes!

13 With my lips I adeclare

all the rules[3] of your mouth.

14 In the way of your testimonies I bdelight

as much as in all criches.

15 I will dmeditate on your precepts

and fix my eyes on your eways.

16 I will fdelight in your statutes;

I will not forget your word.

Gimel

 17 gDeal bountifully with your servant,

hthat I may live and keep your word.

18 Open my eyes, that I may behold

wondrous things out of your law.

19 I am ia sojourner on the earth;

jhide not your commandments from me!

20 My soul is consumed with klonging

for your rules[4] at all times.

21 You rebuke lthe insolent, maccursed ones,

who nwander from your commandments.

22 Take away from me oscorn and contempt,

pfor I have kept your testimonies.

23 Even though qprinces sit plotting against me,

your servant will rmeditate on your statutes.

24 Your testimonies are my sdelight;

they are my tcounselors.

Daleth

 25 uMy soul clings to the dust;

vgive me life waccording to your word!

26 When xI told of my ways, you answered me;

yteach me your statutes!

27 zMake me understand the way of your precepts,

and I will ameditate on your wondrous works.

28 bMy soul melts away for sorrow;

strengthen me according to your word!

29 Put false ways far from me

and graciously cteach me your law!

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness;

I dset your rules before me.

31 I cling to your testimonies, O LORD;

elet me not be put to shame!

32 I will run in the way of your commandments

when you fenlarge my heart![5]

He

 33 gTeach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes;

and I will keep it hto the end.[6]

34 iGive me understanding, that I may keep your law

and observe it with my whole heart.

35 jLead me in the path of your commandments,

for I kdelight in it.

36 lIncline my heart to your testimonies,

and not to mselfish gain!

37 nTurn my eyes from looking at worthless things;

and ogive me life in your ways.

38 pConfirm to your servant your promise,

qthat you may be feared.

39 Turn away the rreproach that I dread,

for your rules are good.

40 Behold, I slong for your precepts;

tin your righteousness give me life!

Waw

 41 Let your usteadfast love come to me, O LORD,

your salvation vaccording to your promise;

42 then wshall I have an answer for him rwho taunts me,

for I trust in your word.

43 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth,

for my xhope is in your rules.

44 I will keep your law continually,

forever and ever,

45 and I shall walk yin a wide place,

for I have zsought your precepts.

46 I will also speak of your testimonies abefore kings

and shall not be put to shame,

47 for I bfind my delight in your commandments,

which I love.

48 I will clift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love,

and I will dmeditate on your statutes.

Zayin

 49 Remember eyour word to your servant,

in which you have made me fhope.

50 This is gmy comfort in my affliction,

that your promise hgives me life.

51 iThe insolent utterly deride me,

but I do not jturn away from your law.

52 When I think of your rules from of old,

I take comfort, O LORD.

53 kHot indignation seizes me because of the wicked,

who forsake your law.

54 Your statutes have been my songs

in the house of my lsojourning.

55 I mremember your name in the night, O LORD,

and keep your law.

56 This blessing has fallen to me,

that nI have kept your precepts.

Heth

 57 oThe LORD is my portion;

I promise to keep your words.

58 I pentreat your favor with all my heart;

be gracious to me qaccording to your promise.

59 When I rthink on my ways,

I turn my feet to your testimonies;

60 I hasten and do not delay

to keep your commandments.

61 Though sthe cords of the wicked ensnare me,

I do not tforget your law.

62 At umidnight I rise to praise you,

because of your vrighteous rules.

63 wI am a companion of all who fear you,

of those who keep your precepts.

64 xThe earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love;

yteach me your statutes!

Teth

 65 You have dealt well with your servant,

O LORD, zaccording to your word.

66 Teach me agood judgment and knowledge,

for I believe in your commandments.

67 bBefore I was afflicted I went astray,

but now I keep your word.

68 cYou are good and do good;

dteach me your statutes.

69 eThe insolent fsmear me with lies,

but with my whole heart I gkeep your precepts;

70 their heart is unfeeling hlike fat,

but I idelight in your law.

71 It is jgood for me that I was afflicted,

that I might learn your statutes.

72 kThe law of your mouth is better to me

than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

Yodh

 73 lYour hands have made and fashioned me;

mgive me understanding that I may learn your commandments.

74 Those who fear you shall see me and nrejoice,

because I have ohoped in your word.

75 I know, O LORD, that your rules are prighteous,

and that in qfaithfulness you have afflicted me.

76 Let your steadfast love comfort me

according to your promise to your servant.

77 Let your rmercy come to me, that I may live;

for your law is my sdelight.

78 Let tthe insolent be put to ushame,

because they have vwronged me with falsehood;

as for me, I will wmeditate on your precepts.

79 Let those who fear you xturn to me,

that they may know your testimonies.

80 May my heart be yblameless in your statutes,

zthat I may not be put to shame!

Kaph

 81 My soul alongs for your salvation;

I bhope in your word.

82 My ceyes long for your promise;

I ask, dWhen will you comfort me?

83 For I have ebecome like a fwineskin in the smoke,

yet I have not forgotten your statutes.

84 gHow long must your servant endure?[7]

hWhen will you judge those who persecute me?

85 iThe insolent have jdug pitfalls for me;

they do not live according to your law.

86 All your commandments are ksure;

they persecute me lwith falsehood; mhelp me!

87 They have almost made an end of me on earth,

but I have not forsaken your precepts.

88 In your steadfast love ngive me life,

that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth.

Lamedh

 89 Forever, O LORD, your oword

is firmly fixed in the heavens.

90 Your pfaithfulness endures to all generations;

you have qestablished the earth, and it rstands fast.

91 By your sappointment they stand this day,

for all things are your servants.

92 If your law had not been my tdelight,

I would have perished in my affliction.

93 I will never forget your precepts,

for by them you have ugiven me life.

94 I am yours; save me,

vfor I have sought your precepts.

95 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me,

but I consider your testimonies.

96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

but your commandment is exceedingly wbroad.

Mem

 97 Oh how xI love your law!

It is my ymeditation all the day.

98 Your commandment makes me zwiser than my enemies,

for it is ever with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers,

for ayour testimonies are my meditation.

100 I understand more than bthe aged,[8]

for I ckeep your precepts.

101 I dhold back my feet from every evil way,

in order to keep your word.

102 I do not turn aside from your rules,

for you have taught me.

103 How esweet are your words to my taste,

sweeter than honey to my mouth!

104 Through your precepts I get understanding;

therefore fI hate every false way.

Nun

 105 gYour word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.

106 I have hsworn an oath and confirmed it,

to keep your irighteous rules.

107 I am severely jafflicted;

kgive me life, O LORD, according to your word!

108 Accept lmy freewill offerings of praise, O LORD,

and mteach me your rules.

109 I hold my life nin my hand continually,

but I do not oforget your law.

110 The wicked have laid pa snare for me,

but qI do not stray from your precepts.

111 Your testimonies are rmy heritage forever,

for they are sthe joy of my heart.

112 I tincline my heart to perform your statutes

forever, uto the end.[9]

Samekh

 113 I hate vthe double-minded,

but I love wyour law.

114 You are my xhiding place and my yshield;

I zhope in your word.

115 aDepart from me, you evildoers,

that I may bkeep the commandments of my God.

116 Uphold me caccording to your promise, that I may live,

and let me not be dput to shame in my ehope!

117 fHold me up, that I may be safe

and have regard for your statutes continually!

118 You gspurn all who hgo astray from your statutes,

for their cunning is in vain.

119 All the wicked of the earth you discard like idross,

therefore jI love your testimonies.

120 My flesh ktrembles for fear of you,

and I am afraid of your judgments.

Ayin

 121 I have done what is just and right;

do not leave me to my oppressors.

122 Give your servant la pledge of good;

let not mthe insolent oppress me.

123 My neyes long for your salvation

and for the fulfillment of your righteous promise.

124 Deal with your servant according to your steadfast love,

and oteach me your statutes.

125 I am your pservant; qgive me understanding,

that I may know your testimonies!

126 It is time for the LORD to act,

for your law has been broken.

127 Therefore I rlove your commandments

above gold, above fine gold.

128 Therefore I consider all your precepts to be right;

I hate every sfalse way.

Pe

 129 Your testimonies are twonderful;

therefore my soul ukeeps them.

130 The unfolding of your words gives light;

it imparts vunderstanding to the simple.

131 I wopen my mouth and xpant,

because I ylong for your commandments.

132 zTurn to me and be gracious to me,

as is your way with those who love your name.

133 aKeep steady my steps according to your promise,

and let no iniquity bget dominion over me.

134 cRedeem me from mans oppression,

that I may keep your precepts.

135 dMake your face shine upon your servant,

and eteach me your statutes.

136 My eyes fshed streams of tears,

because people gdo not keep your law.

Tsadhe

 137 hRighteous are you, O LORD,

and right are your rules.

138 You have appointed your testimonies in irighteousness

and in all jfaithfulness.

139 My kzeal consumes me,

because my foes forget your words.

140 Your promise is well ltried,

and your servant mloves it.

141 I am small and despised,

yet I do not nforget your precepts.

142 Your righteousness is righteous forever,

and your law is otrue.

143 Trouble and anguish have found me out,

but your commandments are my pdelight.

144 Your testimonies are righteous forever;

qgive me understanding that I may rlive.

Qoph

 145 With my swhole heart I cry; answer me, O LORD!

I will tkeep your statutes.

146 I call to you; save me,

that I may observe your testimonies.

147 I rise before udawn and cry for help;

I vhope in your words.

148 My eyes are awake before wthe watches of the night,

that I may meditate on your promise.

149 Hear my voice according to your steadfast love;

O LORD, xaccording to your justice ygive me life.

150 They draw near who persecute me with evil purpose;

they are far from your law.

151 But zyou are near, O LORD,

and all your commandments are atrue.

152 Long have I known from your testimonies

that you have bfounded them forever.

Resh

 153 Look on my caffliction and deliver me,

for dI do not forget your law.

154 ePlead my cause and redeem me;

fgive me life according to your promise!

155 gSalvation is far from the wicked,

hfor they do not seek your statutes.

156 iGreat is your mercy, O LORD;

fgive me life according to your rules.

157 jMany are my persecutors and my adversaries,

but I do not kswerve from your testimonies.

158 I look at lthe faithless with mdisgust,

because they do not keep your commands.

159 Consider how I nlove your precepts!

fGive me life according to your steadfast love.

160 oThe sum of your word is ptruth,

and every one of your qrighteous rules endures forever.

Sin and Shin

 161 rPrinces persecute me swithout cause,

but my heart tstands in awe of your words.

162 I trejoice at your word

like one who ufinds great spoil.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood,

but I love vyour law.

164 Seven times a day I praise you

for your qrighteous rules.

165 Great wpeace have those who love your law;

xnothing can make them stumble.

166 I yhope for your salvation, O LORD,

and I do your commandments.

167 My soul keeps your testimonies;

I vlove them exceedingly.

168 I keep your precepts and testimonies,

zfor all my ways are before you.

Taw

 169 Let my acry come before you, O LORD;

bgive me understanding caccording to your word!

170 Let my plea come before you;

ddeliver me according to your word.

171 My lips will epour forth praise,

for you fteach me your statutes.

172 My tongue will sing of your word,

for gall your commandments are right.

173 Let your hand be ready to help me,

for I have hchosen your precepts.

174 I ilong for your salvation, O LORD,

and your law is my jdelight.

175 Let my soul live and praise you,

and let your rules help me.

176 I have kgone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,

for I do not lforget your commandments.

	

Deliver Me, O LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 120  In my distress I called to the LORD,

and he answered me.

2 Deliver me, O LORD,

from lying lips,

from a deceitful tongue.

 3 What shall be given to you,

nand what more shall be done to you,

you deceitful tongue?

4 oA warriors psharp arrows,

with glowing qcoals of the broom tree!

 5 Woe to me, that I sojourn in rMeshech,

that I dwell among sthe tents of tKedar!

6 Too long have I had my dwelling

among those who hate peace.

7 uI am for peace,

but when I speak, they are for war!

My Help Comes from the LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 121  I vlift up my eyes to wthe hills.

From where does my help come?

2 xMy help comes from the LORD,

who ymade heaven and earth.

 3 He will not zlet your foot be moved;

he who akeeps you will not slumber.

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.

 5 The LORD is your keeper;

the LORD is your bshade on your cright hand.

6 dThe sun shall not estrike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

 7 The LORD will akeep you from all evil;

he will akeep your life.

8 The LORD will keep

your fgoing out and your coming in

from this time forth and forevermore.

Let Us Go to the House of the LORD

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 122  I was glad when they said to me,

gLet us go to the house of the LORD!

2 Our feet have been standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem!

 3 Jerusalemhbuilt as a city

that is ibound firmly together,

4 to which the tribes jgo up,

the tribes of the LORD,

as was kdecreed for[1] Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the LORD.

5 There lthrones for judgment were set,

the thrones of the house of David.

 6 mPray for the peace of Jerusalem!

May they be secure who love you!

7 Peace be within your nwalls

and security within your ntowers!

8 For my brothers and companions sake

I will say, oPeace be within you!

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,

I will pseek your good.

Our Eyes Look to the LORD Our God

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 123  To you I qlift up my eyes,

O you who are renthroned in the heavens!

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maidservant

to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the LORD our God,

till he has mercy upon us.

 3 sHave mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us,

for we have had more than enough of tcontempt.

4 Our soul has had more than enough

of uthe scorn of vthose who are at ease,

of the contempt of wthe proud.

Our Help Is in the Name of the LORD

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 124  xIf it had not been the LORD who was on our side

ylet Israel now say

2 if it had not been the LORD who was on our side

when people rose up against us,

3 then they would have zswallowed us up alive,

when their anger was kindled against us;

4 then athe flood would have bswept us away,

the torrent would have gone cover us;

5 then over us would have gone

the raging waters.

 6 Blessed be the LORD,

who has not given us

as prey to their teeth!

7 We have escaped like a bird

from dthe snare of the fowlers;

the snare is broken,

and we have escaped!

 8 eOur help is in the name of the LORD,

who made heaven and earth.

The LORD Surrounds His People

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 125  Those who ftrust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,

which gcannot be moved, but abides forever.

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem,

so hthe LORD surrounds his people,

from this time forth and forevermore.

3 For ithe scepter of wickedness shall not jrest

on kthe land allotted to the righteous,

lest the righteous lstretch out

their hands to do wrong.

4 mDo good, O LORD, to those who are good,

and to those who are nupright in their hearts!

5 But those who oturn aside to their pcrooked ways

the LORD will lead away with qevildoers!

rPeace be upon Israel!

Restore Our Fortunes, O LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 126  When the LORD srestored the fortunes of Zion,

we were like those who tdream.

2 Then our umouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then they said among the nations,

vThe LORD has done great things for them.

3 The LORD has done great things for us;

we are glad.

 4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like streams in the Negeb!

5 wThose who sow in tears

shall reap with shouts of joy!

6 He who goes out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,

bringing his sheaves with him.

Unless the LORD Builds the House

A Song of mAscents. Of Solomon.

 PSALM 127  Unless the LORD builds the house,

those who build it labor in vain.

Unless the LORD xwatches over the city,

the watchman stays awake in vain.

2 It is in vain that you rise up early

and go late to rest,

eating the bread of anxious ytoil;

for he gives to his zbeloved asleep.

 3 Behold, bchildren are a heritage from the LORD,

cthe fruit of the womb a reward.

4 Like arrows in the hand of da warrior

are the children[1] of ones youth.

5 Blessed is the man

who fills his quiver with them!

He shall not be put to shame

when he speaks with his enemies ein the gate.[2]

Blessed Is Everyone Who Fears the LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 128  fBlessed is everyone who fears the LORD,

who gwalks in his ways!

2 You hshall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;

you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.

 3 Your wife will be like ia fruitful vine

within your house;

your children will be like jolive shoots

around your table.

4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed

who fears the LORD.

 5 kThe LORD bless you lfrom Zion!

May you see mthe prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life!

6 May you see your nchildrens children!

oPeace be upon Israel!

They Have Afflicted Me from My Youth

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 129  Greatly[1] have they pafflicted me qfrom my youth

rlet Israel now say

2 Greatly have they pafflicted me qfrom my youth,

syet they have not prevailed against me.

3 tThe plowers plowed uupon my back;

they made long their furrows.

4 The LORD is righteous;

he has cut vthe cords of the wicked.

5 May all who hate Zion

be wput to shame and turned backward!

6 Let them be like xthe grass on the housetops,

which ywithers before it grows up,

7 with which the reaper does not fill his hand

nor the binder of sheaves his arms,

8 nor do those who pass by say,

aThe blessing of the LORD be upon you!

We bbless you in the name of the LORD!

My Soul Waits for the Lord

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 130  Out of cthe depths I cry to you, O LORD!

2 O Lord, hear my voice!

dLet your ears be attentive

to ethe voice of my pleas for mercy!

 3 If you, O LORD, should fmark iniquities,

O Lord, who could gstand?

4 But with you there is hforgiveness,

ithat you may be feared.

 5 I jwait for the LORD, kmy soul waits,

and lin his word I hope;

6 my soul mwaits for the Lord

more than nwatchmen for othe morning,

more than watchmen for the morning.

 7 O Israel, phope in the LORD!

For qwith the LORD there is steadfast love,

and with him is plentiful redemption.

8 And he will rredeem Israel

from all his iniquities.

I Have Calmed and Quieted My Soul

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 131  O LORD, my heart is not slifted up;

my eyes are not traised too high;

I do not uoccupy myself with things

too great and vtoo marvelous for me.

2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul,

like a weaned wchild with its mother;

like a weaned child is my soul within me.

 3 xO Israel, hope in the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore.

The LORD Has Chosen Zion

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 132  Remember, O LORD, in Davids favor,

all ythe hardships he endured,

2 how he swore to the LORD

and zvowed to athe Mighty One of Jacob,

3 I will not enter my house

or get into my bed,

4 I will not bgive sleep to my eyes

or slumber to my eyelids,

5 until I cfind a place for the LORD,

a dwelling place for athe Mighty One of Jacob.

 6 Behold, we heard of it in dEphrathah;

we found it in ethe fields of Jaar.

7 Let us go to his dwelling place;

let us fworship at his gfootstool!

 8 hArise, O LORD, and go to your iresting place,

you and the ark of your jmight.

9 Let your kpriests be lclothed with righteousness,

and let your msaints shout for joy.

10 For the sake of your servant David,

ndo not turn away the face of oyour anointed one.

 11 pThe LORD swore to David a sure oath

qfrom which he will not turn back:

rOne of the sons of your body[1]

I will set on your throne.

12 If your sons keep my covenant

and my testimonies that I shall teach them,

their sons also forever

shall ssit on your throne.

 13 For the LORD has tchosen Zion;

he has udesired it for his dwelling place:

14 This is my vresting place forever;

here I will wdwell, for I have desired it.

15 I will abundantly xbless her provisions;

I will ysatisfy her poor with bread.

16 Her zpriests I will clothe with salvation,

and her zsaints will shout for joy.

17 There I will make aa horn to sprout for David;

I have prepared ba lamp for cmy anointed.

18 His enemies I will dclothe with shame,

but on him his crown will shine.

When Brothers Dwell in Unity

A Song of mAscents. Of David.

 PSALM 133  Behold, how good and pleasant it is

when ebrothers dwell in unity![1]

2 It is like the precious foil on gthe head,

running down on the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,

running down on hthe collar of his robes!

3 It is like ithe dew of jHermon,

which falls on kthe mountains of Zion!

For there the LORD lhas commanded the blessing,

life forevermore.

Come, Bless the LORD

A Song of mAscents.

 PSALM 134  Come, bless the LORD, all you mservants of the LORD,

who nstand oby night in the house of the LORD!

2 pLift up your hands to qthe holy place

and bless the LORD!

 3 May the LORD rbless you sfrom Zion,

he who tmade heaven and earth!

Your Name, O LORD, Endures Forever

 PSALM 135  uPraise the LORD!

Praise the name of the LORD,

give praise, O vservants of the LORD,

2 who nstand in the house of the LORD,

in wthe courts of the house of our God!

3 Praise the LORD, for xthe LORD is good;

sing to his name, yfor it is pleasant![1]

4 For the LORD has zchosen Jacob for himself,

Israel as his aown possession.

 5 For I know that bthe LORD is great,

and that our Lord is above all gods.

6 cWhatever the LORD pleases, he does,

in heaven and on earth,

in the seas and all deeps.

7 dHe it is who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth,

who emakes lightnings for the rain

and brings forth the wind from his fstorehouses.

 8 He it was who gstruck down the firstborn of Egypt,

both of man and of beast;

9 who in your midst, O Egypt,

sent hsigns and wonders

against Pharaoh and all his servants;

10 iwho struck down many nations

and killed mighty kings,

11 jSihon, king of the Amorites,

and kOg, king of Bashan,

and lall the kingdoms of Canaan,

12 and mgave their land as a heritage,

a heritage to his people Israel.

 13 nYour name, O LORD, endures forever,

oyour renown,[2] O LORD, throughout all ages.

14 pFor the LORD will vindicate his people

and qhave compassion on his servants.

 15 rThe idols of the nations are silver and gold,

the work of human hands.

16 They have mouths, but do not speak;

they have eyes, but do not see;

17 they have ears, but do not hear,

nor is there any breath in their mouths.

18 Those who make them become like them,

so do all who trust in them.

 19 sO house of Israel, bless the LORD!

O house of Aaron, bless the LORD!

20 O house of Levi, bless the LORD!

You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD!

21 Blessed be the LORD tfrom Zion,

he who udwells in Jerusalem!

vPraise the LORD!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

 PSALM 136  wGive thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

xfor his steadfast love endures forever.

2 Give thanks to ythe God of gods,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

3 Give thanks to ythe Lord of lords,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

 4 to him who alone zdoes great wonders,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

5 to him who aby understanding bmade the heavens,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

6 to him who cspread out the earth dabove the waters,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

7 to him who emade the great lights,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

8 the sun to rule over the day,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

9 the moon and stars to rule over the night,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

 10 to him who fstruck down the firstborn of Egypt,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

11 and gbrought Israel out from among them,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

12 with ha strong hand and an outstretched arm,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

13 to him who idivided the Red Sea in two,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

14 jand made Israel pass through the midst of it,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

15 but koverthrew[1] Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

16 to him who lled his people through the wilderness,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

 17 to him mwho struck down great kings,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

18 and killed mighty kings,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

20 and Og, king of Bashan,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

21 and gave their land as a heritage,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

22 a heritage to Israel his nservant,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

 23 It is he who oremembered us in our low estate,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

24 and prescued us from our foes,

for his steadfast love endures forever;

25 he who qgives food to all flesh,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

 26 Give thanks to rthe God of heaven,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

How Shall We Sing the LORDs Song?

 PSALM 137  By the waters of Babylon,

there we sat down and wept,

when we remembered Zion.

2 On the willows[1] there

we hung up our lyres.

3 For there our captors

required of us songs,

and our tormentors, mirth, saying,

Sing us one of the songs of Zion!

 4 sHow shall we sing the LORDs song

in a foreign land?

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,

tlet my right hand forget its skill!

6 Let my utongue stick to the roof of my mouth,

if I do not remember you,

if I do not set Jerusalem

above my highest joy!

 7 Remember, O LORD, against the vEdomites

wthe day of Jerusalem,

how they said, xLay it bare, lay it bare,

down to its foundations!

8 O daughter of Babylon, ydoomed to be destroyed,

blessed shall he be who zrepays you

with what you have done to us!

9 Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones

and adashes them against the rock!

Give Thanks to the LORD

Of David.

 PSALM 138  bI give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;

before cthe gods I sing your praise;

2 I bow down dtoward your eholy temple

and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,

for you have exalted above all things

your name and your word.[1]

3 On the day I called, you answered me;

my strength of soul you increased.[2]

 4 fAll the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,

for they have heard the words of your mouth,

5 and they shall sing of gthe ways of the LORD,

for great is the glory of the LORD.

6 hFor though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,

but the haughty he knows from afar.

 7 iThough I walk in the midst of trouble,

you jpreserve my life;

you kstretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,

and your lright hand delivers me.

8 The LORD will mfulfill his purpose for me;

nyour steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.

Do not forsake othe work of your hands.

Search Me, O God, and Know My Heart

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 139  O LORD, you have psearched me and known me!

2 You qknow when I sit down and when I rise up;

you rdiscern my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lying down

and are acquainted with all my ways.

4 Even before a word is on my tongue,

behold, O LORD, syou know it altogether.

5 You them me in, behind and before,

and ulay your hand upon me.

6 vSuch knowledge is wtoo wonderful for me;

it is high; I cannot attain it.

 7 xWhere shall I go from your Spirit?

Or where yshall I flee from your presence?

8 zIf I ascend to heaven, you are there!

aIf I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

9 If I take the wings of the morning

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10 even there your hand shall blead me,

and your right hand shall hold me.

11 If I say, cSurely the darkness shall cover me,

and the light about me be night,

12 deven the darkness is not dark to you;

the night is bright as the day,

for darkness is as light with you.

 13 For you eformed my inward parts;

you fknitted me together in my mothers womb.

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.[1]

gWonderful are your works;

my soul knows it very well.

15 hMy frame was not hidden from you,

when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in ithe depths of the earth.

16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance;

in your jbook were written, every one of them,

the days that were formed for me,

when as yet there was none of them.

 17 How precious to me are your kthoughts, O God!

How vast is the sum of them!

18 lIf I would count them, they are more than mthe sand.

I awake, and I am still with you.

 19 Oh that you would nslay the wicked, O God!

O omen of blood, pdepart from me!

20 They qspeak against you with malicious intent;

your enemies rtake your name in vain.[2]

21 sDo I not hate those who hate you, O LORD?

And do I not tloathe those who urise up against you?

22 I hate them with complete hatred;

I count them my enemies.

 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart!

vTry me and know my thoughts![3]

24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,

and wlead me in xthe way everlasting![4]

Deliver Me, O LORD, from Evil Men

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 140  yDeliver me, O LORD, from evil men;

preserve me from zviolent men,

2 who plan evil things in their heart

and astir up wars continually.

3 They make btheir tongue sharp as ca serpents,

and dunder their lips is the evenom of asps. Selah

 4 Guard me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked;

preserve me from zviolent men,

who have planned to trip up my feet.

5 The arrogant have fhidden a trap for me,

and with cords they have spread ga net;[1]

beside the way they have set hsnares for me. Selah

 6 iI say to the LORD, You are my God;

give ear to jthe voice of my pleas for mercy, O LORD!

7 O LORD, my Lord, kthe strength of my salvation,

you have covered my head in the day of battle.

8 lGrant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked;

do not further their[2] evil plot, or mthey will be exalted! Selah

 9 As for the head of those who surround me,

let nthe mischief of their lips overwhelm them!

10 Let oburning coals fall upon them!

Let them be cast into fire,

into miry pits, no more to rise!

11 Let not the slanderer be established in the land;

let evil hunt down the violent man speedily!

 12 I know that the LORD will pmaintain the cause of the afflicted,

and qwill execute justice for the needy.

13 Surely rthe righteous shall give thanks to your name;

sthe upright shall dwell in your presence.

Give Ear to My Voice

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 141  O LORD, I call upon you; thasten to me!

Give ear to my voice when I call to you!

2 Let umy prayer be counted as incense before you,

and vthe lifting up of my hands as wthe evening sacrifice!

 3 xSet a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;

ykeep watch over the door of my lips!

4 zDo not let my heart incline to any evil,

to busy myself with wicked deeds

in company with men who awork iniquity,

and blet me not eat of their delicacies!

 5 cLet a righteous man strike meit is a kindness;

let him rebuke meit is oil for my head;

let my head not refuse it.

Yet dmy prayer is continually against their evil deeds.

6 When their judges are ethrown over the cliff,[1]

then they shall hear my words, for they are pleasant.

7 As when one plows and breaks up the earth,

so shall our bones fbe scattered at the mouth of Sheol.[2]

 8 But gmy eyes are toward you, O GOD, my Lord;

hin you I seek refuge; leave me not defenseless![3]

9 Keep me from ithe trap that they have laid for me

and from the snares of evildoers!

10 Let the wicked jfall into their own nets,

while I pass by safely.

You Are My Refuge

A Maskil[1] of David, when he was in kthe cave. A Prayer.

 PSALM 142  With my voice I lcry out to the LORD;

with my voice I mplead for mercy to the LORD.

2 I npour out my complaint before him;

I tell my trouble before him.

 3 When my spirit ofaints within me,

you know my way!

In the path where I walk

they have phidden a trap for me.

4 qLook to the rright and see:

sthere is none who takes notice of me;

tno refuge remains to me;

no one cares for my soul.

 5 I cry to you, O LORD;

I say, You are my urefuge,

my vportion in wthe land of the living.

6 xAttend to my cry,

for yI am brought very low!

Deliver me from my persecutors,

zfor they are too strong for me!

7 aBring me out of prison,

that I may give thanks to your name!

The righteous will surround me,

for you will bdeal bountifully with me.

My Soul Thirsts for You

A Psalm of David.

 PSALM 143  Hear my prayer, O LORD;

cgive ear to my pleas for mercy!

In your dfaithfulness answer me, in your drighteousness!

2 eEnter not into judgment with your servant,

for no one living is righteous fbefore you.

 3 For the enemy has pursued my soul;

ghe has crushed my life to the ground;

hhe has made me sit in darkness like those long dead.

4 Therefore my spirit ifaints within me;

my heart within me is appalled.

 5 jI remember the days of old;

kI meditate on all that you have done;

I ponder the work of your hands.

6 lI stretch out my hands to you;

mmy soul thirsts for you like na parched land. Selah

 7 oAnswer me quickly, O LORD!

pMy spirit fails!

qHide not your face from me,

rlest I be like those who go down to the pit.

8 sLet me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,

for in you I ttrust.

uMake me know the way I should go,

vfor to you I lift up my soul.

 9 wDeliver me from my enemies, O LORD!

I have fled to you for refuge.[1]

10 xTeach me to do your will,

for you are my God!

yLet your good Spirit zlead me

on alevel ground!

 11 bFor your names sake, O LORD, cpreserve my life!

In your righteousness dbring my soul out of trouble!

12 And in your steadfast love you will ecut off my enemies,

and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul,

for I am your fservant.

My Rock and My Fortress

Of David.

 PSALM 144  Blessed be the LORD, my grock,

hwho trains my hands for war,

and my fingers for battle;

2 he is my isteadfast love and my jfortress,

my kstronghold and my deliverer,

my lshield and he in whom I take refuge,

who msubdues peoples[1] under me.

 3 O LORD, nwhat is man that you oregard him,

or the son of man that you think of him?

4 pMan is like a breath;

his days are like qa passing rshadow.

 5 sBow your heavens, O LORD, and come down!

tTouch the mountains so that they smoke!

6 uFlash forth the lightning and scatter them;

usend out your arrows and rout them!

7 vStretch out your hand from on high;

wrescue me and deliver me from the many waters,

from the hand xof foreigners,

8 whose mouths speak ylies

and whose right hand is za right hand of falsehood.

 9 I will sing aa new song to you, O God;

upon aa ten-stringed harp I will play to you,

10 who gives victory to kings,

who brescues David his servant from the cruel sword.

11 Rescue me and deliver me

from the hand xof foreigners,

whose mouths speak ylies

and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

 12 May our sons in their youth

be like cplants full grown,

our daughters like dcorner pillars

cut for the structure of a palace;

13 emay our granaries be full,

fproviding all kinds of produce;

may our sheep bring forth thousands

and ten thousands in our fields;

14 may our cattle be heavy with young,

suffering no mishap or failure in bearing;[2]

may there be no gcry of distress in our streets!

15 hBlessed are the people to whom such blessings fall!

iBlessed are the people whose God is the LORD!

Great Is the LORD

[1] A Song of Praise. Of David.

 PSALM 145  jI will extol you, my God and kKing,

and bless your name forever and ever.

2 Every day I will bless you

land praise your name forever and ever.

3 mGreat is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and his ngreatness is unsearchable.

 4 oOne generation shall commend your works to another,

and shall declare your mighty acts.

5 On pthe glorious splendor of your majesty,

and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.

6 They shall speak of qthe might of your awesome deeds,

and I will declare your greatness.

7 They shall pour forth the fame of your rabundant goodness

and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

 8 The LORD is sgracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9 The LORD is tgood to all,

and his mercy is over all that he has made.

 10 uAll your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,

and all your vsaints shall bless you!

11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom

and tell of your power,

12 to wmake known to the children of man your[2] xmighty deeds,

and ythe glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13 zYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

 [The LORD is faithful in all his words

and kind in all his works.][3]

14 The LORD aupholds all who are falling

and braises up all who are bowed down.

15 The eyes of all clook to you,

and you give them their food in due season.

16 You dopen your hand;

you esatisfy the desire of every living thing.

17 The LORD is frighteous in all his ways

and gkind in all his works.

18 The LORD is hnear to all who call on him,

to all who call on him iin truth.

19 He jfulfills the desire of those who fear him;

he also khears their cry and saves them.

20 The LORD lpreserves all who love him,

but all the wicked he will destroy.

 21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,

and mlet all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

Put Not Your Trust in Princes

 PSALM 146  nPraise the LORD!

Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2 I will praise the LORD oas long as I live;

pI will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

 3 qPut not your trust in princes,

rin a son of man, in whom there is sno salvation.

4 When this breath departs, he returns to the earth;

on that very day his plans perish.

 5 uBlessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose vhope is in the LORD his God,

6 wwho made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them,

xwho keeps faith forever;

7 ywho executes justice for the oppressed,

zwho gives food to the hungry.

 aThe LORD sets the prisoners free;

8 bthe LORD opens the eyes of the blind.

cThe LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

dthe LORD loves the righteous.

9 eThe LORD watches over the sojourners;

fhe upholds the widow and the fatherless,

but gthe way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

 10 hThe LORD will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, to all generations.

nPraise the LORD!

He Heals the Brokenhearted

 PSALM 147  iPraise the LORD!

For jit is good to sing praises to our God;

for kit is pleasant,[1] and la song of praise is fitting.

2 The LORD mbuilds up Jerusalem;

he ngathers the outcasts of Israel.

3 He heals othe brokenhearted

and pbinds up their wounds.

4 He qdetermines the number of the stars;

he rgives to all of them their names.

5 sGreat is our Lord, and tabundant in power;

uhis understanding is beyond measure.

6 The LORD vlifts up the humble;[2]

he casts the wicked to the ground.

 7 wSing to the LORD with thanksgiving;

make melody to our God on xthe lyre!

8 He covers the heavens with clouds;

he prepares yrain for the earth;

he makes zgrass grow on the hills.

9 He agives to the beasts their food,

and to bthe young ravens that cry.

10 His delight is not in cthe strength of the horse,

nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

11 but the LORD dtakes pleasure in those who fear him,

in those who ehope in his steadfast love.

 12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!

13 For he strengthens fthe bars of your gates;

he blesses your children within you.

14 He gmakes peace in your borders;

he hfills you with the ifinest of the wheat.

15 He jsends out his command to the earth;

his word runs swiftly.

16 He gives ksnow like wool;

he scatters lfrost like ashes.

17 He hurls down his crystals of mice like crumbs;

who can stand before his ncold?

18 He osends out his word, and melts them;

he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.

19 He declares his word to Jacob,

his pstatutes and rules[3] to Israel.

20 He qhas not dealt thus with any other nation;

they do not know his rules.[4]

rPraise the LORD!

Praise the Name of the LORD

 PSALM 148  rPraise the LORD!

Praise the LORD sfrom the heavens;

praise him tin the heights!

2 Praise him, all his angels;

praise him, all his uhosts!

 3 Praise him, sun and moon,

praise him, all you shining stars!

4 Praise him, you vhighest heavens,

and you wwaters above the heavens!

 5 xLet them praise the name of the LORD!

For yhe commanded and they were created.

6 And he zestablished them forever and ever;

he gave aa decree, and it shall not bpass away.[1]

 7 Praise the LORD cfrom the earth,

you dgreat sea creatures and all deeps,

8 efire and hail, fsnow and mist,

gstormy wind hfulfilling his word!

 9 iMountains and all hills,

jfruit trees and all kcedars!

10 lBeasts and all livestock,

creeping things and mflying birds!

 11 Kings of the earth and nall peoples,

princes and all rulers of the earth!

12 Young men and maidens together,

old men and children!

 13 oLet them praise the name of the LORD,

for phis name alone is exalted;

qhis majesty is above earth and heaven.

14 He has rraised up a horn for his people,

spraise for all his saints,

for the people of Israel who are tnear to him.

uPraise the LORD!

Sing to the LORD a New Song

 PSALM 149  uPraise the LORD!

Sing to the LORD va new song,

his praise in wthe assembly of the godly!

2 Let Israel xbe glad in yhis Maker;

let the children of Zion rejoice in their zKing!

3 Let them praise his name with adancing,

making melody to him with btambourine and clyre!

4 For the LORD dtakes pleasure in his people;

he eadorns the humble with salvation.

5 Let the godly exult in glory;

let them fsing for joy on their gbeds.

6 Let hthe high praises of God be in their throats

and itwo-edged swords in their hands,

7 to execute vengeance on the nations

and punishments on the peoples,

8 to bind their kings with jchains

and their nobles with fetters of iron,

9 to execute on them the judgment kwritten!

lThis is honor for all his godly ones.

uPraise the LORD!

Let Everything Praise the LORD

 PSALM 150  uPraise the LORD!

Praise God in his msanctuary;

praise him in nhis mighty heavens![1]

2 Praise him for his omighty deeds;

praise him according to his excellent pgreatness!

 3 Praise him with qtrumpet sound;

praise him with rlute and rharp!

4 Praise him with stambourine and sdance;

praise him with tstrings and upipe!

5 Praise him with sounding vcymbals;

praise him with loud clashing cymbals!

6 Let weverything that has breath praise the LORD!

xPraise the LORD!

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Psalm 1

[1] 1:1 The singular Hebrew word for man (ish) is used here to portray a representative example of a godly person; see Preface

[2] 1:2 Or instruction


Footnotes for Psalm 2

[1] 2:1 Or nations noisily assemble

[2] 2:9 Revocalization yields (compare Septuagint) You shall rule


Footnotes for Psalm 3

[1] 3:2 The meaning of the Hebrew word Selah, used frequently in the Psalms, is uncertain. It may be a musical or liturgical direction


Footnotes for Psalm 4

[1] 4:2 Or O men of rank

[2] 4:4 Or Be agitated


Footnotes for Psalm 5

[1] 5:3 Or I direct my prayer to you


Footnotes for Psalm 6

[1] 6:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term


Footnotes for Psalm 7

[1] 7:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 7:4 Hebrew the one at peace with me

[3] 7:9 Hebrew the hearts and kidneys

[4] 7:12 Hebrew he

[5] 7:12 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Psalm 8

[1] 8:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 8:5 Or than God; Septuagint than the angels


Footnotes for Psalm 9

[1] 9:1 Psalms 9 and 10 together follow an acrostic pattern, each stanza beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. In the Septuagint they form one psalm

[2] 9:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[3] 9:3 Or because of

[4] 9:16 Probably a musical or liturgical term


Footnotes for Psalm 10

[1] 10:3 Or and he blesses the one greedy for gain

[2] 10:4 Or of his anger

[3] 10:4 Or the wicked says, He will not call to account


Footnotes for Psalm 11

[1] 11:3 Or for the foundations will be destroyed; what has the righteous done?


Footnotes for Psalm 12

[1] 12:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 12:7 Or guard him


Footnotes for Psalm 14

[1] 14:2 Or that act wisely

[2] 14:6 Or for


Footnotes for Psalm 16

[1] 16:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 16:3 Or To the saints in the land, the excellent in whom is all my delight, I say:

[3] 16:4 Or who acquire

[4] 16:7 Hebrew my kidneys instruct me

[5] 16:9 Hebrew my glory

[6] 16:10 Or see the pit


Footnotes for Psalm 17

[1] 17:7 Or Distinguish me by

[2] 17:14 Or from men whose portion in life is of the world

[3] 17:14 Or As for your treasured ones, you fill their womb


Footnotes for Psalm 18

[1] 18:4 Or terrified me

[2] 18:8 Or in his wrath

[3] 18:22 Or just decrees

[4] 18:30 Or blameless

[5] 18:40 Or You gave me my enemies' necks


Footnotes for Psalm 19

[1] 19:1 Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:68

[2] 19:4 Or Their measuring line

[3] 19:7 Or blameless

[4] 19:9 Or just decrees


Footnotes for Psalm 21

[1] 21:6 Or make him a source of blessing forever


Footnotes for Psalm 22

[1] 22:3 Or dwelling in the praises

[2] 22:16 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Vulgate, Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts like a lion [they are at] my hands and feet

[3] 22:21 Hebrew answered

[4] 22:26 Or The meek


Footnotes for Psalm 23

[1] 23:2 Hebrew beside waters of rest

[2] 23:3 Or in right paths

[3] 23:4 Or the valley of deep darkness

[4] 23:6 Or Only

[5] 23:6 Or steadfast love

[6] 23:6 Or shall return to dwell

[7] 23:6 Hebrew for length of days


Footnotes for Psalm 24

[1] 24:1 Or and all that fills it

[2] 24:6 Septuagint, Syriac, and two Hebrew manuscripts; Masoretic Text Jacob, who seek your face


Footnotes for Psalm 25

[1] 25:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem, each verse beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet

[2] 25:14 Or The secret counsel


Footnotes for Psalm 26

[1] 26:2 Hebrew test my kidneys and my heart


Footnotes for Psalm 27

[1] 27:1 Or refuge

[2] 27:3 Or in this

[3] 27:4 Or meditate

[4] 27:8 The command (seek) is addressed to more than one person

[5] 27:8 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain

[6] 27:13 Other Hebrew manuscripts Oh! Had I not believed


Footnotes for Psalm 28

[1] 28:2 Hebrew your innermost sanctuary

[2] 28:8 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts is their strength


Footnotes for Psalm 29

[1] 29:1 Hebrew sons of God, or sons of might

[2] 29:2 Or in holy attire

[3] 29:9 Revocalization yields makes the oaks to shake

[4] 29:11 Or The LORD will give... ; The LORD will bless


Footnotes for Psalm 30

[1] 30:3 Or to life, that I should not go down to the pit

[2] 30:4 Hebrew to the memorial of his holiness (see Exodus 3:15)

[3] 30:5 Or and in his favor is life

[4] 30:9 Hebrew in my blood

[5] 30:9 Or to corruption


Footnotes for Psalm 31

[1] 31:6 Masoretic Text; one Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint, Syriac, Jerome You hate

[2] 31:22 Or in my haste


Footnotes for Psalm 32

[1] 32:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 32:4 Hebrew my vitality was changed


Footnotes for Psalm 34

[1] 34:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem, each verse beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet


Footnotes for Psalm 35

[1] 35:3 Or and close the way

[2] 35:7 The word pit is transposed from the preceding line; Hebrew For without cause they hid the pit of their net for me; without cause they dug for my life

[3] 35:11 Or Violent

[4] 35:12 Hebrew it is bereavement to my soul

[5] 35:13 Or my prayer shall turn back

[6] 35:16 The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain


Footnotes for Psalm 36

[1] 36:1 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, Jerome (compare Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts in my heart


Footnotes for Psalm 37

[1] 37:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem, each stanza beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet

[2] 37:3 Or and feed on faithfulness, or and find safe pasture

[3] 37:22 Hebrew by him

[4] 37:35 The identity of this tree is uncertain

[5] 37:36 Or But one passed by


Footnotes for Psalm 39

[1] 39:6 Hebrew Surely as a breath


Footnotes for Psalm 40

[1] 40:6 Hebrew ears you have dug for me

[2] 40:9 Hebrew righteousness; also verse 10


Footnotes for Psalm 41

[1] 41:1 Or weak

[2] 41:3 Hebrew you turn all his bed

[3] 41:4 Hebrew my soul

[4] 41:7 Or they devise evil against me

[5] 41:8 Or has fastened


Footnotes for Psalm 42

[1] 42:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 42:2 Revocalization yields and see the face of God

[3] 42:5 Hebrew the salvation of my face; also verse 11 and 43:5


Footnotes for Psalm 44

[1] 44:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 44:14 Hebrew a shaking of the head


Footnotes for Psalm 45

[1] 45:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 45:12 Hebrew daughter

[3] 45:12 Or The daughter of Tyre is here with gifts, the richest of people seek your favor


Footnotes for Psalm 46

[1] 46:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 46:1 Or well proved


Footnotes for Psalm 47

[1] 47:7 Hebrew maskil


Footnotes for Psalm 48

[1] 48:14 Septuagint; another reading is (compare Jerome, Syriac) He will guide us beyond death


Footnotes for Psalm 49

[1] 49:11 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum; Hebrew Their inward thought was that their homes were forever

[2] 49:13 Or and of those after them who approve of their boasts


Footnotes for Psalm 50

[1] 50:3 Or May our God come, and not keep silence

[2] 50:14 Or Make thanksgiving your sacrifice to God

[3] 50:21 Or that the I AM


Footnotes for Psalm 51

[1] 51:1 Or Be gracious to me

[2] 51:10 Or steadfast


Footnotes for Psalm 52

[1] 52:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 52:7 Or in his work of destruction


Footnotes for Psalm 53

[1] 53:1 Probably musical or liturgical terms

[2] 53:2 Or who act wisely


Footnotes for Psalm 54

[1] 54:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 54:3 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Targum insolent men (compare Psalm 86:14)


Footnotes for Psalm 55

[1] 55:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 55:20 Hebrew He


Footnotes for Psalm 56

[1] 56:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 56:5 Or they twist my words

[3] 56:8 Or wanderings

[4] 56:9 Or because


Footnotes for Psalm 57

[1] 57:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 57:8 Or my whole being


Footnotes for Psalm 58

[1] 58:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 58:1 Or you mighty lords (by revocalization; Hebrew in silence)

[3] 58:9 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain


Footnotes for Psalm 59

[1] 59:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 59:7 Hebrew lacks they think

[3] 59:10 Or The God who shows me steadfast love

[4] 59:11 Or wander


Footnotes for Psalm 60

[1] 60:1 Probably musical or liturgical terms

[2] 60:4 Or that it may be displayed because of truth

[3] 60:6 Or sanctuary

[4] 60:8 Revocalization (compare Psalm 108:10); Masoretic Text over me, O Philistia, shout in triumph


Footnotes for Psalm 65

[1] 65:1 Or Praise waits for you in silence

[2] 65:9 Or and make it overflow


Footnotes for Psalm 66

[1] 66:17 Hebrew under

[2] 66:17 Or and he was exalted with my tongue


Footnotes for Psalm 68

[1] 68:10 Or your congregation

[2] 68:15 Or hunch-backed; also verse 16

[3] 68:24 Or has been

[4] 68:26 The Hebrew for you is plural here

[5] 68:28 By revocalization (compare Septuagint); Hebrew Your God has summoned your power

[6] 68:30 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain

[7] 68:35 Septuagint; Hebrew your


Footnotes for Psalm 69

[1] 69:1 Or waters threaten my life

[2] 69:10 Hebrew lacks and humbled

[3] 69:22 Hebrew; a slight revocalization yields (compare Septuagint, Syriac, Jerome) a snare, and retribution and a trap

[4] 69:27 Hebrew may they not come into your righteousness


Footnotes for Psalm 72

[1] 72:5 Septuagint He shall endure

[2] 72:8 That is, the Euphrates


Footnotes for Psalm 73

[1] 73:10 Probable reading; Hebrew the waters of a full cup are drained by them

[2] 73:26 Hebrew rock


Footnotes for Psalm 74

[1] 74:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 74:5 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[3] 74:11 Hebrew from your bosom

[4] 74:13 Or the great sea creatures


Footnotes for Psalm 75

[1] 75:1 Hebrew They


Footnotes for Psalm 76

[1] 76:10 Or extremity


Footnotes for Psalm 77

[1] 77:6 Hebrew lacks I said

[2] 77:10 Or This is my grief: that the right hand of the Most High has changed

[3] 77:19 Hebrew unknown


Footnotes for Psalm 78

[1] 78:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 78:9 Hebrew armed and shooting

[3] 78:33 Hebrew in

[4] 78:33 Or vapor

[5] 78:42 Hebrew hand


Footnotes for Psalm 79

[1] 79:8 Or the iniquities of former generations


Footnotes for Psalm 80

[1] 80:3 Or Turn us again; also verses 7, 19

[2] 80:11 That is, the Euphrates


Footnotes for Psalm 81

[1] 81:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 81:4 Or just decree

[3] 81:5 Or against

[4] 81:6 Hebrew his; also next line

[5] 81:16 That is, Israel; Hebrew him


Footnotes for Psalm 82

[1] 82:7 Or fall as one man, O princes


Footnotes for Psalm 83

[1] 83:13 Or like a tumbleweed


Footnotes for Psalm 84

[1] 84:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 84:5 Hebrew lacks to Zion


Footnotes for Psalm 87

[1] 87:4 Probably Nubia


Footnotes for Psalm 88

[1] 88:1 Probably musical or liturgical terms

[2] 88:8 Or an abomination

[3] 88:15 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[4] 88:18 Or darkness has become my only companion


Footnotes for Psalm 89

[1] 89:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term

[2] 89:6 Hebrew the sons of God, or the sons of might

[3] 89:19 Some Hebrew manuscripts godly ones

[4] 89:28 Or will remain faithful

[5] 89:30 Or my just decrees

[6] 89:50 Hebrew lacks the insults


Footnotes for Psalm 90

[1] 90:1 Some Hebrew manuscripts (compare Septuagint) our refuge

[2] 90:3 Or of Adam

[3] 90:10 Or pride

[4] 90:17 Or beauty


Footnotes for Psalm 91

[1] 91:2 Septuagint He will say

[2] 91:9 Or For you, O LORD, are my refuge! You have made the Most High your dwelling place


Footnotes for Psalm 92

[1] 92:10 Compare Syriac; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Psalm 94

[1] 94:11 Septuagint they are futile

[2] 94:21 Hebrew condemn innocent blood


Footnotes for Psalm 96

[1] 96:9 Or in holy attire


Footnotes for Psalm 97

[1] 97:11 Most Hebrew manuscripts; one Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint, Syriac, Jerome Light dawns


Footnotes for Psalm 99

[1] 99:4 Or The might of the King loves justice


Footnotes for Psalm 100

[1] 100:3 Or and not we ourselves


Footnotes for Psalm 102

[1] 102:6 The precise identity of these birds is uncertain


Footnotes for Psalm 103

[1] 103:14 Or knows how we are formed


Footnotes for Psalm 104

[1] 104:19 Or the appointed times (compare Genesis 1:14)

[2] 104:26 Or you formed to play with

[3] 104:30 Or breath


Footnotes for Psalm 105

[1] 105:16 Hebrew staff

[2] 105:22 Septuagint, Syriac, Jerome instruct

[3] 105:28 Septuagint, Syriac omit not


Footnotes for Psalm 106

[1] 106:4 Or Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you show to your people; help me with your salvation

[2] 106:20 Hebrew exchanged their glory

[3] 106:33 Or they rebelled against God's Spirit


Footnotes for Psalm 107

[1] 107:2 Or from the hand of the foe

[2] 107:27 Hebrew and all their wisdom was swallowed up

[3] 107:30 Hebrew they


Footnotes for Psalm 108

[1] 108:1 Hebrew with my glory

[2] 108:7 Or sanctuary


Footnotes for Psalm 109

[1] 109:4 Hebrew but I am prayer

[2] 109:17 Revocalization; Masoretic Text curses have come

[3] 109:17 Revocalization; Masoretic Text it is far

[4] 109:18 Revocalization; Masoretic Text it has soaked


Footnotes for Psalm 110

[1] 110:3 Or on the day you lead your forces

[2] 110:3 Masoretic Text; some Hebrew manuscripts and Jerome on the holy mountains

[3] 110:3 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[4] 110:6 Or the head


Footnotes for Psalm 111

[1] 111:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem, each line beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet


Footnotes for Psalm 112

[1] 112:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem, each line beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet


Footnotes for Psalm 115

[1] 115:9 Masoretic Text; many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac O house of Israel


Footnotes for Psalm 116

[1] 116:10 Or believed, indeed; Septuagint believed, therefore


Footnotes for Psalm 118

[1] 118:13 Hebrew You (that is, the enemy) pushed me hard

[2] 118:22 Hebrew the head of the corner


Footnotes for Psalm 119

[1] 119:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem of twenty-two stanzas, following the letters of the Hebrew alphabet; within a stanza, each verse begins with the same Hebrew letter

[2] 119:7 Or your just and righteous decrees; also verses 62, 106, 160, 164

[3] 119:13 Or all the just decrees

[4] 119:20 Or your just decrees; also verses 30, 39, 43, 52, 75, 102, 108, 137, 156, 175

[5] 119:32 Or for you set my heart free

[6] 119:33 Or keep it as my reward

[7] 119:84 Hebrew How many are the days of your servant?

[8] 119:100 Or the elders

[9] 119:112 Or statutes; the reward is eternal


Footnotes for Psalm 122

[1] 122:4 Or as a testimony for


Footnotes for Psalm 127

[1] 127:4 Or sons

[2] 127:5 Or They shall not be put to shame when they speak with their enemies in the gate


Footnotes for Psalm 129

[1] 129:1 Or Often; also verse 2


Footnotes for Psalm 132

[1] 132:11 Hebrew of your fruit of the womb


Footnotes for Psalm 133

[1] 133:1 Or dwell together


Footnotes for Psalm 135

[1] 135:3 Or for he is beautiful

[2] 135:13 Or remembrance


Footnotes for Psalm 136

[1] 136:15 Hebrew shook off


Footnotes for Psalm 137

[1] 137:2 Or poplars


Footnotes for Psalm 138

[1] 138:2 Or you have exalted your word above all your name

[2] 138:3 Hebrew you made me bold in my soul with strength


Footnotes for Psalm 139

[1] 139:14 Or for I am fearfully set apart

[2] 139:20 Hebrew lacks your name

[3] 139:23 Or cares

[4] 139:24 Or in the ancient way (compare Jeremiah 6:16)


Footnotes for Psalm 140

[1] 140:5 Or they have spread cords as a net

[2] 140:8 Hebrew his


Footnotes for Psalm 141

[1] 141:6 Or When their judges fall into the hands of the Rock

[2] 141:7 The meaning of the Hebrew in verses 6, 7 is uncertain

[3] 141:8 Hebrew refuge; do not pour out my life!


Footnotes for Psalm 142

[1] 142:1 Probably a musical or liturgical term


Footnotes for Psalm 143

[1] 143:9 One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts To you I have covered


Footnotes for Psalm 144

[1] 144:2 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Dead Sea Scroll, Jerome, Syriac, Aquila; most Hebrew manuscripts subdues my people

[2] 144:14 Hebrew with no breaking in or going out


Footnotes for Psalm 145

[1] 145:1 This psalm is an acrostic poem, each verse beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet

[2] 145:12 Hebrew his; also next line

[3] 145:13 These two lines are supplied by one Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint, Syriac (compare Dead Sea Scroll)


Footnotes for Psalm 147

[1] 147:1 Or for he is beautiful

[2] 147:6 Or afflicted

[3] 147:19 Or and just decrees

[4] 147:20 Or his just decrees


Footnotes for Psalm 148

[1] 148:6 Or it shall not be transgressed


Footnotes for Psalm 150

[1] 150:1 Hebrew expanse (compare Genesis 1:68)
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Proverbs

The Beginning of Knowledge

 PROVERBS 1 aThe proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:

 2 To know wisdom and instruction,

to understand words of insight,

3 to receive instruction in wise dealing,

in brighteousness, justice, and equity;

4 to give prudence to cthe simple,

knowledge and ddiscretion to the youth

5 Let the wise hear and eincrease in learning,

and the one who understands obtain guidance,

6 to understand a proverb and a saying,

fthe words of the wise and their griddles.

 7 hThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;

fools despise wisdom and instruction.

The Enticement of Sinners

 8 iHear, my son, your fathers instruction,

and forsake not your mothers teaching,

9 for they are ja graceful garland for your head

and kpendants for your neck.

10 My son, if sinners lentice you,

do not consent.

11 If they say, Come with us, mlet us lie in wait for blood;

nlet us ambush the innocent without reason;

12 like Sheol let us oswallow them alive,

and whole, like pthose who go down to the pit;

13 we shall find all precious goods,

we shall fill our houses with plunder;

14 throw in your lot among us;

we will all have one purse

15 my son, qdo not walk in the way with them;

rhold back your foot from their paths,

16 for stheir feet run to evil,

and they make haste to shed blood.

17 tFor in vain is a net spread

in the sight of any bird,

18 but these men ulie in wait for their own blood;

they uset an ambush for their own lives.

19 vSuch are the ways of everyone who is wgreedy for unjust gain;

xit takes away the life of its possessors.

The Call of Wisdom

 20 yWisdom cries aloud in the street,

in the markets she raises her voice;

21 at the head of the noisy streets she cries out;

at zthe entrance of the city gates she speaks:

22 How long, O asimple ones, will you love being simple?

How long will bscoffers delight in their scoffing

and fools chate knowledge?

23 If you turn at my reproof,[1]

behold, I will dpour out my spirit to you;

I will make my words known to you.

24 eBecause I have called and fyou refused to listen,

have gstretched out my hand and no one has heeded,

25 because you have hignored all my counsel

and iwould have none of my reproof,

26 I also jwill laugh at your calamity;

I will mock when kterror strikes you,

27 when terror strikes you like la storm

and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,

when distress and anguish come upon you.

28 mThen they will call upon me, but I will not answer;

they will seek me diligently but will not find me.

29 Because they chated knowledge

and ndid not choose the fear of the LORD,

30 hwould have none of my counsel

and idespised all my reproof,

31 therefore they shall eat othe fruit of their way,

and have ptheir fill of their own devices.

32 For the simple are killed by qtheir turning away,

and rthe complacency of fools destroys them;

33 but swhoever listens to me will dwell secure

and will be tat ease, without dread of disaster.

The Value of Wisdom

 PROVERBS 2  uMy son, vif you receive my words

and treasure up my commandments with you,

2 making your ear attentive to wisdom

and inclining your heart to understanding;

3 yes, if you call out for insight

and raise your voice wfor understanding,

4 if you seek it like xsilver

and search for it as for yhidden treasures,

5 then zyou will understand the fear of the LORD

and find the knowledge of God.

6 For athe LORD gives wisdom;

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;

7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;

he is ba shield to those who cwalk in integrity,

8 guarding the paths of justice

and dwatching over the way of his esaints.

9 fThen you will understand grighteousness and justice

and equity, every good path;

10 for wisdom will come into your heart,

and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;

11 hdiscretion will iwatch over you,

understanding will guard you,

12 delivering you from the way of evil,

from men of perverted speech,

13 who forsake the paths of uprightness

to jwalk in the ways of darkness,

14 who krejoice in doing evil

and ldelight in the perverseness of evil,

15 men whose mpaths are crooked,

nand who are odevious in their ways.

 16 So pyou will be delivered from the forbidden[1] woman,

from qthe adulteress[2] with rher smooth words,

17 who forsakes sthe companion of her youth

and forgets tthe covenant of her God;

18 ufor her house sinks down to death,

and her paths to the departed;[3]

19 none who go to her come back,

nor do they regain the paths of life.

 20 So you will walk in the way of the good

and keep to the paths of the righteous.

21 For the upright vwill inhabit the land,

and those with integrity will remain in it,

22 but the wicked will be wcut off from the land,

and the treacherous will be xrooted out of it.

Trust in the LORD with All Your Heart

 PROVERBS 3  yMy son, do not forget my teaching,

zbut let your heart keep my commandments,

2 for alength of days and years of life

and bpeace they will add to you.

 3 Let not csteadfast love and dfaithfulness forsake you;

ebind them around your neck;

fwrite them on the tablet of your heart.

4 So you will gfind favor and hgood success[1]

in the sight of God and man.

 5 iTrust in the LORD with all your heart,

and jdo not lean on your own understanding.

6 In all your ways kacknowledge him,

and he lwill make straight your paths.

7 mBe not wise in your own eyes;

nfear the LORD, and turn away from evil.

8 It will be ohealing to your flesh[2]

and prefreshment[3] to your bones.

 9 Honor the LORD with your wealth

and with qthe firstfruits of all your produce;

10 then your rbarns will be filled with plenty,

and your vats will be bursting with wine.

 11 sMy son, do not despise the LORDs discipline

or be weary of his reproof,

12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves,

as ta father the son in whom he delights.

Blessed Is the One Who Finds Wisdom

 13 uBlessed is the one who finds wisdom,

and the one who gets understanding,

14 vfor the gain from her is better than gain from silver

and her profit better than wgold.

15 She is more precious than xjewels,

and ynothing you desire can compare with her.

16 zLong life is in her right hand;

in her left hand are ariches and honor.

17 Her bways are ways of pleasantness,

and all her paths are peace.

18 She is ca tree of life to those who dlay hold of her;

those who hold her fast are called blessed.

 19 eThe LORD by wisdom founded the earth;

by understanding ehe established the heavens;

20 by his knowledge fthe deeps broke open,

and gthe clouds drop down the dew.

 21 My son, hdo not lose sight of these

keep sound wisdom and discretion,

22 and they will be ilife for your soul

and jadornment for your neck.

23 kThen you will walk on your way securely,

land your foot will not stumble.

24 mIf you lie down, you will not be afraid;

when you lie down, nyour sleep will be sweet.

25 oDo not be afraid of sudden terror

or of pthe ruin[4] of the wicked, when it comes,

26 for the LORD will be your confidence

and will qkeep your foot from being caught.

27 rDo not withhold good from those to whom it is due,[5]

when it is in your power to do it.

 28 sDo not say to your neighbor, Go, and come again,

tomorrow I will give itwhen you have it with you.

29 tDo not plan evil against your neighbor,

who udwells trustingly beside you.

30 vDo not contend with a man for no reason,

when he has done you no harm.

31 wDo not envy xa man of violence

and do not choose any of his ways,

32 for ythe devious person is an abomination to the LORD,

but the upright are zin his confidence.

33 aThe LORDs curse is on the house of the wicked,

but he bblesses the dwelling of the righteous.

34 Toward the cscorners he dis scornful,

ebut to the humble he gives favor.[6]

35 The wise will inherit honor,

but fools get[7] disgrace.

A Fathers Wise Instruction

 PROVERBS 4  fHear, O sons, a fathers instruction,

and be attentive, that you may ggain[1] insight,

2 for I give you good hprecepts;

do not forsake my teaching.

3 When I was a son with my father,

itender, jthe only one in the sight of my mother,

4 he ktaught me and said to me,

lLet your heart hold fast my words;

mkeep my commandments, and live.

5 nGet wisdom; get ginsight;

do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.

6 Do not forsake her, and she will keep you;

olove her, and she will guard you.

7 pThe beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom,

and whatever you get, get ginsight.

8 Prize her highly, and she will exalt you;

she will qhonor you rif you embrace her.

9 She will place on your head sa graceful garland;

she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.

 10 fHear, tmy son, and accept my words,

that uthe years of your life may be many.

11 I have vtaught you the way of wisdom;

I have led you in the paths of uprightness.

12 When you walk, wyour step will not be hampered,

and xif you run, you will not stumble.

13 yKeep hold of instruction; do not let go;

guard her, for she is your zlife.

14 aDo not enter the path of the wicked,

and do not walk in the way of the evil.

15 Avoid it; do not go on it;

turn away from it and pass on.

16 For they bcannot sleep unless they have done wrong;

they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness

cand drink the wine of violence.

18 But dthe path of the righteous is like ethe light of dawn,

which shines fbrighter and brighter until gfull day.

19 hThe way of the wicked is like deep idarkness;

they do not know over what they jstumble.

 20 kMy son, be attentive to my words;

incline your ear to my sayings.

21 lLet them not escape from your sight;

mkeep them within your heart.

22 For they are nlife to those who find them,

and healing to all their[2] flesh.

23 Keep your heart with all vigilance,

for ofrom it flow pthe springs of life.

24 Put away from you qcrooked speech,

and put rdevious talk far from you.

25 sLet your eyes look directly forward,

and your gaze be straight before you.

26 tPonder[3] the path of your feet;

uthen all your ways will be sure.

27 vDo not swerve to the right or to the left;

turn your foot away from evil.

Warning Against Adultery

 PROVERBS 5  wMy son, be attentive to my wisdom;

xincline your ear to my understanding,

2 that you may keep ydiscretion,

and your lips may zguard knowledge.

3 For the lips of aa forbidden[1] woman drip honey,

and her speech[2] is bsmoother than oil,

4 but in the end she is cbitter as dwormwood,

esharp as fa two-edged sword.

5 Her feet ggo down to death;

her steps follow the path to[3] Sheol;

6 she hdoes not ponder the path of life;

her ways wander, and she does not know it.

 7 And inow, O sons, listen to me,

and do not depart from the words of my mouth.

8 Keep your way far from her,

and do not go near the door of her house,

9 lest you give your honor to others

and your years to the merciless,

10 lest strangers take their fill of your strength,

and your jlabors go to the house of a foreigner,

11 and at the end of your life you kgroan,

when your flesh and body are consumed,

12 and you say, lHow I hated discipline,

and my heart mdespised reproof!

13 I did not listen to the voice of my teachers

or incline my ear to my instructors.

14 nI am at the brink of utter ruin

in the assembled congregation.

 15 Drink owater from your own cistern,

flowing water from your own well.

16 Should your psprings be scattered abroad,

streams of water qin the streets?

17 rLet them be for yourself alone,

and not for strangers with you.

18 Let your ofountain be blessed,

and srejoice in tthe wife of your youth,

19 a lovely udeer, a graceful doe.

Let her breasts vfill you at all times with delight;

be intoxicated[4] always in her love.

20 Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with wa forbidden woman

and embrace the bosom of wan adulteress?[5]

21 For xa mans ways are ybefore the eyes of the LORD,

and he zponders[6] all his paths.

22 The ainiquities of the wicked bensnare him,

and he is held fast in the cords of his sin.

23 cHe dies for lack of discipline,

and because of his great folly he is dled astray.

Practical Warnings

 PROVERBS 6  My son, if you have put up esecurity for your neighbor,

have egiven your pledge for a stranger,

2 if you are fsnared in the words of your mouth,

caught in the words of your mouth,

3 then do this, my son, and save yourself,

for you have come into the hand of your neighbor:

go, hasten,[1] and gplead urgently with your neighbor.

4 hGive your eyes no sleep

and your eyelids no slumber;

5 save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter,[2]

ilike a bird from the hand of the fowler.

 6 jGo to kthe ant, O lsluggard;

consider her ways, and mbe wise.

7 nWithout having any chief,

oofficer, or ruler,

8 she prepares her bread pin summer

and qgathers her food in harvest.

9 rHow long will you lie there, lO sluggard?

When will you arise from your sleep?

10 sA little sleep, a little slumber,

ta little sfolding of the hands to rest,

11 uand poverty will come upon you like a robber,

and want like an armed man.

 12 vA worthless person, a wicked man,

goes about with wcrooked speech,

13 xwinks with his eyes, signals[3] with his feet,

points with his finger,

14 with yperverted heart zdevises evil,

continually asowing discord;

15 therefore calamity will come upon him suddenly;

bin a moment he will be broken cbeyond healing.

 16 There are dsix things that the LORD hates,

dseven that are an abomination to him:

17 ehaughty eyes, fa lying tongue,

and ghands that shed innocent blood,

18 ha heart that devises wicked plans,

ifeet that make haste to run to evil,

19 ja false witness who kbreathes out lies,

and one who asows discord among brothers.

Warnings Against Adultery

 20 lMy son, keep your fathers commandment,

land forsake not your mothers teaching.

21 mBind them on your heart always;

ntie them around your neck.

22 oWhen you walk, they[4] will lead you;

owhen you lie down, they will pwatch over you;

and when you awake, they will talk with you.

23 For the commandment is qa lamp and the teaching a light,

and the rreproofs of discipline are the way of life,

24 to preserve you from the evil woman,[5]

from the smooth tongue of sthe adulteress.[6]

25 tDo not desire her beauty in your heart,

and do not let her capture you with her ueyelashes;

26 for vthe price of a prostitute is only wa loaf of bread,[7]

but a married woman[8] xhunts down a precious life.

27 Can a man carry yfire next to his zchest

and his clothes not be burned?

28 Or can one awalk on hot coals

and his feet not be scorched?

29 So is he who goes in to his neighbors wife;

none who touches her bwill go unpunished.

30 People do not despise a thief if he steals

to csatisfy his appetite when he is hungry,

31 but dif he is caught, he will pay esevenfold;

he will give all the goods of his house.

32 He who commits adultery lacks sense;

he who does it destroys himself.

33 He will get wounds and dishonor,

and his disgrace will not be wiped away.

34 For fjealousy makes a man furious,

and he will not spare when ghe takes revenge.

35 He will accept no compensation;

he will refuse though you multiply gifts.

Warning Against the Adulteress

 PROVERBS 7  hMy son, keep my words

and htreasure up my commandments with you;

2 ikeep my commandments and live;

keep my teaching as jthe apple of your eye;

3 kbind them on your fingers;

kwrite them on the tablet of your heart.

4 Say to wisdom, You are my sister,

and call insight your intimate friend,

5 to keep you from lthe forbidden[1] woman,

from lthe adulteress[2] with her smooth words.

 6 For at mthe window of my house

I have looked out through my lattice,

7 and I have seen among nthe simple,

I have perceived among the youths,

a young man olacking sense,

8 passing along the street pnear her corner,

taking the road to her house

9 in qthe twilight, in the evening,

at rthe time of night and darkness.

 10 And behold, the woman meets him,

sdressed as a prostitute, wily of heart.[3]

11 She is tloud and uwayward;

vher feet do not stay at home;

12 now in the street, now in the market,

and wat every corner she xlies in wait.

13 She seizes him and kisses him,

and with ybold face she says to him,

14 I had to zoffer sacrifices,[4]

and today I have apaid my vows;

15 so now I have come out to meet you,

to seek you eagerly, and I have found you.

16 I have spread my couch with bcoverings,

colored linens from cEgyptian linen;

17 I have perfumed my bed with dmyrrh,

aloes, and ecinnamon.

18 Come, let us take our fill of love till morning;

let us delight ourselves with love.

19 For fmy husband is not at home;

he has gone on a long journey;

20 he took a bag of money with him;

at full moon he will come home.

 21 With much seductive speech she persuades him;

with gher smooth talk she compels him.

22 All at once he follows her,

as an ox goes to the slaughter,

or as a stag is caught fast[5]

23 till an arrow pierces its liver;

as ha bird rushes into a snare;

he does not know that it will cost him his life.

 24 And inow, O sons, listen to me,

and be attentive to the words of my mouth.

25 Let not your heart turn aside to her ways;

do not stray into her paths,

26 for many a victim has she laid low,

and all her slain are ja mighty throng.

27 Her house is kthe way to Sheol,

going down to the chambers of death.

The Blessings of Wisdom

 PROVERBS 8  Does not lwisdom call?

Does not munderstanding raise her voice?

2 On nthe heights beside the way,

at the crossroads she takes her stand;

3 beside othe gates in front of pthe town,

at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud:

4 To you, O qmen, I call,

and my cry is to qthe children of man.

5 O rsimple ones, learn sprudence;

O tfools, learn sense.

6 Hear, for I will speak unoble things,

and from my lips will come vwhat is right,

7 for my wmouth will utter truth;

wickedness is an abomination to my lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are righteous;

there is nothing xtwisted or crooked in them.

9 They are all ystraight to him who understands,

and right to those who find knowledge.

10 zTake my instruction instead of silver,

and knowledge rather than choice gold,

11 afor wisdom is better than jewels,

and ball that you may desire cannot compare with her.

 12 I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,

and I find knowledge and cdiscretion.

13 dThe fear of the LORD is ehatred of evil.

fPride and arrogance and the way of evil

and gperverted speech I hate.

14 I have hcounsel and isound wisdom;

I have insight; jI have strength.

15 By me kkings reign,

and rulers decree what is just;

16 by me princes rule,

and nobles, all who govern justly.[1]

17 lI love those who love me,

and mthose who seek me diligently find me.

18 nRiches and honor are with me,

oenduring wealth and orighteousness.

19 My fruit is pbetter than qgold, even fine gold,

and my yield than rchoice silver.

20 I walk in the way of righteousness,

in the paths of justice,

21 granting an inheritance to those who love me,

and filling their treasuries.

 22 sThe LORD tpossessed[2] me at the beginning of his work,[3]

the first of his acts uof old.

23 Ages ago I was vset up,

at the first, wbefore the beginning of the earth.

24 When there were no xdepths I was ybrought forth,

when there were no springs abounding with water.

25 Before the mountains zhad been shaped,

abefore the hills, I was brought forth,

26 before he had made the earth with its fields,

or the first of the dust of the world.

27 When he bestablished the heavens, I was there;

when he drew ca circle on the face of the deep,

28 when he dmade firm the skies above,

when he established[4] the fountains of the deep,

29 when he eassigned to the sea its flimit,

so that the waters might not transgress his command,

when he marked out gthe foundations of the earth,

30 then hI was beside him, like a master workman,

and I was daily his[5] idelight,

rejoicing before him always,

31 jrejoicing in his kinhabited world

and delighting in the children of man.

 32 And now, lO sons, listen to me:

mblessed are those who keep my ways.

33 nHear instruction and be wise,

and do not neglect it.

34 oBlessed is the one who listens to me,

watching daily at my gates,

waiting beside my doors.

35 For pwhoever finds me qfinds life

and robtains favor from the LORD,

36 but he who fails to find me sinjures himself;

all who thate me ulove death.

The Way of Wisdom

 PROVERBS 9  vWisdom has built her house;

she has hewn her wseven xpillars.

2 She has yslaughtered her beasts; she has zmixed her wine;

she has also aset her table.

3 She has bsent out her young women to ccall

from dthe highest places in the town,

4 eWhoever is simple, let him turn in here!

fTo him who lacks sense she says,

5 Come, geat of my bread

and hdrink of zthe wine I have mixed.

6 Leave iyour simple ways,[1] and jlive,

kand walk in the way of insight.

 7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse,

and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury.

8 lDo not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you;

mreprove a wise man, and he will love you.

9 Give instruction[2] to a wise man, and he will be nstill wiser;

teach a righteous man, and he will oincrease in learning.

10 pThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,

and qthe knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

11 For by me ryour days will be multiplied,

and years will be added to your life.

12 sIf you are wise, you are wise for yourself;

if you scoff, you alone will bear it.

The Way of Folly

 13 tThe woman Folly is uloud;

she is seductive[3] and vknows nothing.

14 She sits at the door of her house;

she takes a seat on wthe highest places of the town,

15 calling to those who pass by,

who are xgoing straight on their way,

16 yWhoever is simple, let him turn in here!

And to him who lacks sense she says,

17 zStolen water is sweet,

and abread eaten in secret is pleasant.

18 But he does not know bthat the dead[4] are there,

that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.

	

The Proverbs of Solomon

 PROVERBS 10 cThe proverbs of Solomon.

 dA wise son makes a glad father,

ebut a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother.

2 fTreasures gained by wickedness do not profit,

gbut righteousness delivers from death.

3 hThe LORD does not let the righteous go hungry,

ibut he thwarts the craving of the wicked.

4 A slack hand jcauses poverty,

kbut the hand of the diligent makes rich.

5 He who lgathers in summer is a prudent son,

but he who sleeps in harvest is ma son who brings shame.

6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous,

but nthe mouth of the wicked conceals violence.

7 oThe memory of the righteous is a blessing,

but pthe name of the wicked will rot.

8 qThe wise of heart will receive commandments,

but a babbling fool will come to ruin.

9 rWhoever walks in integrity walks securely,

but he who makes his ways crooked swill be found out.

10 Whoever twinks the eye causes trouble,

and a babbling fool will come to ruin.

11 uThe mouth of the righteous is va fountain of life,

but the mouth of the wicked nconceals violence.

12 Hatred stirs up strife,

but wlove covers all offenses.

13 On the lips of him who has understanding, wisdom is found,

but xa rod is for the back of him who ylacks sense.

14 The wise zlay up knowledge,

but athe mouth of a fool brings ruin near.

15 bA rich mans wealth is his strong city;

the poverty of the poor is their ruin.

16 The wage of the righteous leads cto life,

the gain of the wicked to sin.

17 Whoever heeds instruction is on dthe path to life,

but he who rejects reproof leads others astray.

18 The one who conceals hatred has lying lips,

and whoever utters slander is a fool.

19 eWhen words are many, transgression is not lacking,

fbut whoever restrains his lips is prudent.

20 The tongue of the righteous is gchoice silver;

the heart of the wicked is of little worth.

21 The lips of the righteous feed many,

but fools die for hlack of sense.

22 iThe blessing of the LORD makes rich,

and he adds no sorrow with it.[1]

23 Doing wrong is jlike a joke to a fool,

but kwisdom is pleasure to a man of understanding.

24 lWhat the wicked dreads mwill come upon him,

but nthe desire of the righteous will be granted.

25 When othe tempest passes, the wicked is no more,

but pthe righteous is established forever.

26 Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes,

so is the sluggard to those who send him.

27 qThe fear of the LORD prolongs life,

rbut the years of the wicked will be short.

28 sThe hope of the righteous brings joy,

tbut the expectation of the wicked will perish.

29 uThe way of the LORD is a stronghold to the blameless,

but destruction to evildoers.

30 vThe righteous will never be removed,

but wthe wicked will not dwell in the land.

31 xThe mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom,

but the perverse tongue will be cut off.

32 The lips of the righteous yknow what is acceptable,

but the mouth of the wicked, zwhat is perverse.

PROVERBS 11  aA false balance is an abomination to the LORD,

bbut a just weight is his delight.

2 cWhen pride comes, then comes disgrace,

but with dthe humble is wisdom.

3 eThe integrity of the upright guides them,

fbut the crookedness of the treacherous destroys them.

4 gRiches do not profit in the day of wrath,

hbut righteousness delivers from death.

5 The righteousness of the blameless ikeeps his way straight,

but the wicked falls by his own wickedness.

6 hThe righteousness of the upright delivers them,

but the treacherous jare taken captive by their lust.

7 When the wicked dies, his khope will perish,

and lthe expectation of wealth[1] perishes too.

8 mThe righteous is delivered from trouble,

and the wicked walks into it instead.

9 With his mouth the godless man would destroy his neighbor,

but by knowledge the righteous are delivered.

10 nWhen it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices,

and when the wicked perish there are shouts of gladness.

11 By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted,

but oby the mouth of the wicked pit is overthrown.

12 Whoever qbelittles his neighbor lacks sense,

but a man of understanding remains silent.

13 Whoever rgoes about slandering reveals secrets,

but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered.

14 Where there is sno guidance, a people falls,

sbut in an abundance of counselors there is safety.

15 tWhoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer harm,

but he who hates striking hands in pledge is secure.

16 uA gracious woman gets honor,

and vviolent men get riches.

17 wA man who is kind benefits himself,

but a cruel man hurts himself.

18 The wicked earns deceptive wages,

but one who xsows righteousness gets a sure reward.

19 Whoever is steadfast in righteousness ywill live,

but zhe who pursues evil will die.

20 Those of acrooked heart are ban abomination to the LORD,

but those of cblameless ways are dhis delight.

21 eBe assured, fan evil person will not go unpunished,

but gthe offspring of the righteous will be delivered.

22 Like ha gold ring in a pigs snout

is a beautiful woman without discretion.

23 The desire of the righteous ends only in good;

ithe expectation of the wicked in wrath.

24 jOne gives kfreely, yet grows all the richer;

another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want.

25 lWhoever brings blessing mwill be enriched,

and none who waters will himself be watered.

26 oThe people curse him who holds back grain,

but pa blessing is on the head of him who qsells it.

27 Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor,[2]

but evil comes to rhim who searches for it.

28 Whoever strusts in his riches will fall,

but the righteous will tflourish like a green leaf.

29 Whoever utroubles his own household will vinherit the wind,

and the fool will be servant to the wise of heart.

30 The fruit of the righteous is wa tree of life,

and whoever xcaptures souls is wise.

31 If ythe righteous is repaid on earth,

how much more the wicked and the sinner!

PROVERBS 12  Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge,

but he who zhates reproof is astupid.

2 A good man bobtains favor from the LORD,

but a man of evil devices he condemns.

3 No one is established by wickedness,

but the root of cthe righteous will never be moved.

4 dAn excellent wife is ethe crown of her husband,

but she who fbrings shame is like grottenness in his bones.

5 hThe thoughts of the righteous are just;

the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.

6 The words of the wicked ilie in wait for blood,

but jthe mouth of the upright delivers them.

7 kThe wicked are loverthrown and are no more,

mbut the house of the righteous will stand.

8 A man is commended according to his good sense,

but one of twisted mind is ndespised.

9 Better to be lowly and have a servant

than to play the great man and lack bread.

10 oWhoever is righteous has regard for the life of his beast,

but the mercy of the wicked is cruel.

11 pWhoever works his land qwill have plenty of bread,

rbut he who follows sworthless pursuits lacks sense.

12 Whoever is wicked covets tthe spoil of evildoers,

but the root of the righteous bears fruit.

13 An evil man is ensnared uby the transgression of his lips,

vbut the righteous escapes from trouble.

14 From the fruit of his mouth wa man is satisfied with good,

xand the work of a mans hand comes back to him.

15 yThe way of a fool is right in his own eyes,

but a wise man listens to advice.

16 zThe vexation of a fool is known at once,

but the prudent ignores an insult.

17 aWhoever speaks[1] the truth gives honest evidence,

but ba false witness utters deceit.

18 cThere is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts,

but the tongue of the wise brings dhealing.

19 Truthful lips endure forever,

but ea lying tongue is but for a moment.

20 Deceit is in the heart of fthose who devise evil,

but those who plan peace have joy.

21 gNo ill befalls the righteous,

but the wicked are filled with trouble.

22 hLying lips are ian abomination to the LORD,

jbut those who act faithfully are his delight.

23 kA prudent man conceals knowledge,

kbut the heart of fools proclaims folly.

24 lThe hand of the diligent will rule,

while the slothful will be mput to forced labor.

25 nAnxiety in a mans heart weighs him down,

but a good word makes him glad.

26 One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor,[2]

but the way of the wicked leads them astray.

27 oWhoever is slothful will not roast his game,

but the diligent man will get precious wealth.[3]

28 pIn the path of righteousness is life,

and in its pathway there is no death.

PROVERBS 13  A wise son hears his fathers instruction,

but qa scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

2 From the fruit of his mouth a man reats what is good,

but the desire of the treacherous sis for violence.

3 tWhoever guards his mouth preserves his life;

uhe who opens wide his lips vcomes to ruin.

4 wThe soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing,

while the soul of the diligent xis richly supplied.

5 The righteous hates falsehood,

but the wicked brings shame[1] and disgrace.

6 yRighteousness guards him whose zway is blameless,

but sin overthrows the wicked.

7 aOne pretends to be rich, yet has nothing;

banother pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.

8 The ransom of a mans life is his wealth,

but a poor man chears no threat.

9 dThe light of the righteous rejoices,

but ethe lamp of the wicked will be put out.

10 fBy insolence comes nothing but strife,

but with those who take advice is wisdom.

11 gWealth gained hastily[2] will dwindle,

but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.

12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick,

hbut a desire fulfilled is ia tree of life.

13 Whoever jdespises kthe word brings destruction on himself,

but he who reveres the commandment will be lrewarded.

14 The teaching of the wise is ma fountain of life,

that one may nturn away from the snares of death.

15 oGood sense wins pfavor,

but the way of the treacherous is their ruin.[3]

16 qIn everything the prudent acts with knowledge,

rbut a fool flaunts his folly.

17 A wicked messenger falls into trouble,

but sa faithful envoy brings healing.

18 Poverty and disgrace come to him who tignores instruction,

ubut whoever vheeds reproof is honored.

19 wA desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul,

but to turn away from evil is an abomination to fools.

20 Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise,

but the companion of fools will suffer harm.

21 xDisaster[4] pursues sinners,

ybut the righteous are rewarded with good.

22 zA good man leaves an inheritance to his childrens children,

but athe sinners wealth is laid up for the righteous.

23 The fallow ground of the poor would yield much food,

but it is swept away through binjustice.

24 cWhoever spares the rod hates his son,

but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.[5]

25 dThe righteous has enough to satisfy his appetite,

but the belly of the wicked suffers want.

PROVERBS 14  eThe wisest of women fbuilds her house,

but folly with her own hands gtears it down.

2 Whoever hwalks in uprightness fears the LORD,

but he who is idevious in his ways despises him.

3 By the mouth of a fool comes ja rod for his back,[1]

kbut the lips of the wise will preserve them.

4 Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean,

but abundant crops come by the strength of the ox.

5 lA faithful witness does not lie,

but ma false witness breathes out lies.

6 nA scoffer seeks wisdom oin vain,

but pknowledge is easy for a man of understanding.

7 Leave the presence of a fool,

for there you do not meet words of knowledge.

8 The wisdom of the prudent is to discern his way,

but the folly of fools is deceiving.

9 qFools mock at the guilt offering,

but the upright enjoy acceptance.[2]

10 The heart knows its own rbitterness,

and no stranger shares its joy.

11 sThe house of the wicked will be destroyed,

but the tent of the upright will flourish.

12 tThere is a way that seems right to a man,

but uits end is the way to death.[3]

13 Even in laughter the heart may ache,

and vthe end of joy may be wgrief.

14 The backslider in heart will be xfilled with the fruit of his ways,

and ya good man will be filled with the fruit of his ways.

15 zThe simple believes everything,

but the prudent gives thought to his steps.

16 aOne who is wise is cautious[4] and bturns away from evil,

but a fool is reckless and careless.

17 A man of cquick temper acts foolishly,

and a man of evil devices is hated.

18 The simple inherit folly,

but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.

19 dThe evil bow down before the good,

the wicked at the gates of the righteous.

20 eThe poor is disliked even by his neighbor,

fbut the rich has many friends.

21 Whoever gdespises his neighbor is a sinner,

but hblessed is he who is generous to the poor.

22 Do they not go astray who idevise evil?

Those who devise good meet[5] jsteadfast love and faithfulness.

23 In all toil there is profit,

but mere talk ktends only to poverty.

24 The crown of the wise is their wealth,

but the folly of fools brings folly.

25 A truthful witness saves lives,

but one who lbreathes out lies is deceitful.

26 In the fear of the LORD one has mstrong confidence,

and nhis children will have oa refuge.

27 The fear of the LORD is pa fountain of life,

that one may qturn away from the snares of death.

28 In ra multitude of people is the glory of a king,

but without people a prince is ruined.

29 Whoever is sslow to anger has great understanding,

but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly.

30 A tranquil[6] heart gives tlife to the flesh,

but uenvy[7] makes vthe bones rot.

31 Whoever oppresses a poor man winsults his xMaker,

ybut he who is generous to the needy honors him.

32 zThe wicked is overthrown through his evildoing,

but athe righteous finds refuge in his death.

33 Wisdom brests in the heart of a man of understanding,

but it makes itself known even in the midst of fools.[8]

34 Righteousness exalts a nation,

but sin is a reproach to any people.

35 A servant who deals wisely has cthe kings favor,

but his wrath falls on one who acts shamefully.

PROVERBS 15  dA soft answer turns away wrath,

but ea harsh word stirs up anger.

2 The tongue of the wise commends knowledge,

but fthe mouths of fools pour out folly.

3 gThe eyes of the LORD are in every place,

keeping watch on the evil and the good.

4 hA gentle[1] tongue is ia tree of life,

but jperverseness in it breaks the spirit.

5 kA fool ldespises his fathers instruction,

but mwhoever heeds reproof is prudent.

6 In the house of the righteous there is much treasure,

but trouble befalls the income of the wicked.

7 nThe lips of the wise spread knowledge;

nnot so the hearts of fools.[2]

8 oThe sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD,

but pthe prayer of the upright is acceptable to him.

9 The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD,

but he loves him qwho pursues righteousness.

10 There is rsevere discipline for him who forsakes the way;

swhoever hates reproof will die.

11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the LORD;

how much more tthe hearts of the children of man!

12 uA scoffer vdoes not like to be reproved;

he will not go to the wise.

13 wA glad heart makes a cheerful face,

but by xsorrow of heart the spirit is ycrushed.

14 zThe heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge,

but the mouths of fools feed on folly.

15 All the days of the afflicted are evil,

but athe cheerful of heart has a continual feast.

16 bBetter is a little with the fear of the LORD

than great treasure and trouble with it.

17 cBetter is a dinner of herbs where love is

than da fattened ox and hatred with it.

18 eA hot-tempered man fstirs up strife,

but he who is gslow to anger quiets contention.

19 The way of ha sluggard is like a hedge of ithorns,

but the path of the upright is ja level highway.

20 kA wise son makes a glad father,

but a foolish man despises his mother.

21 lFolly is a joy to him who lacks sense,

but a man of understanding mwalks straight ahead.

22 nWithout counsel plans fail,

but with many advisers they succeed.

23 To make an apt answer is a joy to a man,

and oa word in season, how good it is!

24 The path of life leads upward pfor the prudent,

that he may turn away from Sheol beneath.

25 The LORD tears down the house of qthe proud

but rmaintains sthe widows boundaries.

26 tThe thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD,

but ugracious words are pure.

27 Whoever is vgreedy for unjust gain wtroubles his own household,

but he who hates xbribes will live.

28 The heart of the righteous yponders how to answer,

but zthe mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.

29 The LORD is afar from the wicked,

but he bhears the prayer of the righteous.

30 cThe light of the eyes rejoices the heart,

and dgood news refreshes[3] the bones.

31 eThe ear that listens to flife-giving reproof

will dwell among the wise.

32 Whoever gignores instruction hdespises himself,

but he who listens to reproof igains intelligence.

33 jThe fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom,

and khumility comes before honor.

 PROVERBS 16  The plans of the heart belong to man,

but lthe answer of the tongue is from the LORD.

2 mAll the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes,

but the LORD nweighs the spirit.

3 oCommit your work to the LORD,

and your plans will be established.

4 pThe LORD has made everything for its purpose,

even qthe wicked for the day of trouble.

5 Everyone who is arrogant in heart is ran abomination to the LORD;

sbe assured, he will not go unpunished.

6 By tsteadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for,

and by uthe fear of the LORD one vturns away from evil.

7 When a mans ways please the LORD,

whe makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

8 xBetter is a little with righteousness

than great revenues with injustice.

9 yThe heart of man plans his way,

but zthe LORD establishes his steps.

10 aAn oracle is on the lips of a king;

his mouth does not sin in judgment.

11 bA just balance and scales are the LORDs;

all the weights in the bag are his work.

12 It is an abomination to kings to do evil,

for cthe throne is established by righteousness.

13 dRighteous lips are the delight of a king,

and he loves him who speaks what is right.

14 eA kings wrath is a messenger of death,

and a wise man will fappease it.

15 gIn the light of a kings face there is life,

and his dfavor is like hthe clouds that bring the spring rain.

16 iHow much better to get wisdom than jgold!

To get understanding is to be chosen rather than ksilver.

17 The highway of the upright lturns aside from evil;

whoever guards his way preserves his life.

18 mPride goes before destruction,

and a haughty spirit before a fall.

19 nIt is better to be of a lowly spirit with the poor

than to odivide the spoil with the proud.

20 Whoever gives thought to the word[1] pwill discover good,

and blessed is he qwho trusts in the LORD.

21 The wise of heart is called discerning,

and sweetness of speech rincreases persuasiveness.

22 Good sense is sa fountain of life to him who has it,

but the instruction of fools is folly.

23 tThe heart of the wise makes his speech judicious

and adds persuasiveness to his lips.

24 uGracious words are like va honeycomb,

sweetness to the soul and whealth to the body.

25 There is a way that seems right to a man,

but its end is the way to death.[2]

26 A workers appetite works for him;

his xmouth urges him on.

27 yA worthless man plots evil,

and his speech[3] is like za scorching fire.

28 aA dishonest man spreads strife,

and ba whisperer cseparates close friends.

29 A man of violence dentices his neighbor

and leads him in a way that is not good.

30 Whoever winks his eyes plans[4] edishonest things;

he who fpurses his lips brings evil to pass.

31 gGray hair is ha crown of glory;

it iis gained in a righteous life.

32 jWhoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty,

and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.

33 kThe lot is cast into the lap,

but its every decision is lfrom the LORD.

PROVERBS 17  mBetter is a dry morsel with quiet

than a house full of feasting[1] with strife.

2 A servant who deals wisely will rule over na son who acts shamefully

and owill share the inheritance as one of the brothers.

3 pThe crucible is for silver, and the furnace is for gold,

qand the LORD tests hearts.

4 An evildoer listens to wicked lips,

and a liar gives ear to a mischievous tongue.

5 Whoever mocks the poor rinsults his Maker;

he who is sglad at calamity will not go tunpunished.

6 uGrandchildren are vthe crown of the aged,

and the glory of children is their fathers.

7 Fine speech is not wbecoming to a fool;

still less is xfalse speech to a prince.

8 yA bribe is like a magic stone in the eyes of the one who gives it;

wherever he turns he prospers.

9 Whoever zcovers an offense seeks love,

but he who repeats a matter aseparates close friends.

10 A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding

than a hundred blows into a fool.

11 An evil man seeks only rebellion,

and ba cruel messenger will be sent against him.

12 Let a man meet ca she-bear robbed of her cubs

drather than a fool in his folly.

13 If anyone ereturns evil for good,

fevil will not depart from his house.

14 The beginning of strife is like letting out water,

so gquit before the quarrel breaks out.

15 He who hjustifies the wicked and he who icondemns the righteous

are both alike an abomination to the LORD.

16 Why should a fool have money in his hand jto buy wisdom

when he has no sense?

17 kA friend loves at all times,

and a brother is born for adversity.

18 One who lacks sense gives a pledge

and puts up security in the presence of his neighbor.

19 Whoever loves transgression loves strife;

he who lmakes his door high seeks destruction.

20 mA man of crooked heart does not discover good,

and one with a dishonest tongue falls into calamity.

21 He who nsires a fool gets himself sorrow,

and the father of a fool has no joy.

22 oA joyful heart is good medicine,

but a crushed spirit pdries up the bones.

23 The wicked accepts qa bribe in secret[2]

to rpervert the ways of justice.

24 sThe discerning sets his face toward wisdom,

but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth.

25 nA foolish son is a grief to his father

tand bitterness to uher who bore him.

26 vTo impose a fine on a righteous man is not good,

nor to strike the noble for their uprightness.

27 Whoever wrestrains his words has knowledge,

and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding.

28 Even a fool xwho keeps silent is considered wise;

when he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent.

PROVERBS 18  Whoever yisolates himself seeks his own desire;

he breaks out against all sound judgment.

2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding,

but only zin expressing his opinion.

3 When wickedness comes, contempt comes also,

and with dishonor comes disgrace.

4 The words of a mans mouth are adeep waters;

the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.

5 It is not good to bbe partial to[1] the wicked

or to cdeprive the righteous of justice.

6 A fools lips walk into a fight,

and his mouth invites da beating.

7 eA fools mouth is his ruin,

and his lips are a snare to his soul.

8 fThe words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels;

they go down into gthe inner parts of the body.

9 Whoever is slack in his work

is a hbrother to him who destroys.

10 iThe name of the LORD is ja strong tower;

the righteous man runs into it and kis safe.

11 lA rich mans wealth is his strong city,

and like a high wall in his imagination.

12 mBefore destruction a mans heart is haughty,

but nhumility comes before honor.

13 If one gives an answer obefore he hears,

it is his folly and shame.

14 A mans spirit will endure sickness,

but pa crushed spirit who can bear?

15 An intelligent heart acquires knowledge,

and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

16 A mans qgift makes room for him

and brings him before the great.

17 The one who states his case first seems right,

until the other comes and examines him.

18 rThe lot puts an end to quarrels

and decides between powerful contenders.

19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city,

and quarreling is like the bars of a castle.

20 sFrom the fruit of a mans mouth his stomach is satisfied;

he is satisfied by the yield of his lips.

21 tDeath and life are in the power of the tongue,

and those who love it will eat its fruits.

22 He who finds ua wife finds va good thing

and wobtains favor xfrom the LORD.

23 The poor use entreaties,

but ythe rich answer roughly.

24 A man of many companions may come to ruin,

but zthere is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

PROVERBS 19  aBetter is a poor person who bwalks in his integrity

than one who is crooked in speech and is a fool.

2 Desire[1] without knowledge is not good,

and whoever cmakes haste with his feet misses his way.

3 When a mans folly dbrings his way to ruin,

his heart erages against the LORD.

4 fWealth brings many new friends,

fbut a poor man is deserted by his friend.

5 gA false witness will not go unpunished,

and he who hbreathes out lies will not escape.

6 Many seek the favor of a generous man,[2]

and everyone is a friend to a man who gives igifts.

7 jAll a poor mans brothers hate him;

khow much more do his friends go far from him!

He pursues them with words, but does not have them.[3]

8 lWhoever gets sense loves his own soul;

he who keeps understanding will mdiscover good.

9 gA false witness will not go unpunished,

and he who hbreathes out lies will perish.

10 nIt is not fitting for a fool to live in luxury,

much less for oa slave to rule over princes.

11 pGood sense makes one slow to anger,

and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

12 A kings wrath is like qthe growling of a lion,

but his rfavor is like sdew on the grass.

13 tA foolish son is ruin to his father,

and ua wifes quarreling is va continual dripping of rain.

14 wHouse and wealth are inherited from fathers,

but a prudent wife is xfrom the LORD.

15 ySlothfulness casts into za deep sleep,

and aan idle person will suffer hunger.

16 Whoever bkeeps the commandment keeps his life;

he who despises his ways will die.

17 cWhoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD,

and he dwill repay him for his edeed.

18 fDiscipline your son, for there is hope;

do not set your heart on gputting him to death.

19 A man of great wrath will pay the penalty,

for if you deliver him, you will only have to do it again.

20 Listen to advice and accept instruction,

that you may gain wisdom in hthe future.

21 iMany are the plans in the mind of a man,

but jit is the purpose of the LORD kthat will stand.

22 What is desired in a man is steadfast love,

and a poor man is better than a liar.

23 The fear of the LORD lleads to life,

and whoever has it rests msatisfied;

he will nnot be visited by harm.

24 oThe sluggard buries his hand in pthe dish

and will not even bring it back to his mouth.

25 qStrike ra scoffer, and the simple will slearn prudence;

treprove a man of understanding, and he will gain knowledge.

26 He who does violence to his father and chases away his mother

is ua son who brings shame and reproach.

27 Cease to hear instruction, my son,

vand you will stray from the words of knowledge.

28 A worthless witness mocks at justice,

and the mouth of the wicked wdevours iniquity.

29 Condemnation is ready for rscoffers,

and xbeating for the backs of fools.

PROVERBS 20  yWine is a mocker, zstrong drink a brawler,

and whoever ais led astray by it is not wise.[1]

2 The terror of a king is like bthe growling of a lion;

whoever provokes him to anger cforfeits his life.

3 It is an honor for a man to dkeep aloof from strife,

but every fool will be quarreling.

4 eThe sluggard does not plow in the autumn;

fhe will seek at harvest and have nothing.

5 The purpose in a mans heart is like gdeep water,

but a man of understanding will draw it out.

6 Many a man hproclaims his own steadfast love,

but ia faithful man who can find?

7 The righteous who jwalks in his integrity

kblessed are his children after him!

8 lA king who sits on the throne of judgment

mwinnows all evil with his eyes.

9 nWho can say, I have made my heart pure;

I am clean from my sin?

10 oUnequal[2] weights and unequal measures

are both alike an abomination to the LORD.

11 Even a child pmakes himself known by his acts,

by whether his conduct is pure and upright.[3]

12 qThe hearing ear and the seeing eye,

rthe LORD has made them both.

13 sLove not sleep, lest you tcome to poverty;

open your eyes, and you will have uplenty of bread.

14 Bad, bad, says the buyer,

but when he goes away, then he boasts.

15 There is gold and abundance of vcostly stones,

wbut the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

16 xTake a mans garment when he has put up security for a stranger,

and yhold it in pledge when he puts up security for foreigners.[4]

17 zBread gained by deceit is sweet to a man,

but afterward his mouth will be full of agravel.

18 bPlans are established by counsel;

by cwise guidance dwage war.

19 Whoever egoes about slandering reveals secrets;

therefore do not associate with fa simple babbler.[5]

20 gIf one curses his father or his mother,

hhis lamp will be put out in utter darkness.

21 iAn inheritance gained hastily in the beginning

will not be blessed in the end.

22 Do not say, jI will repay evil;

kwait for the LORD, and he will deliver you.

23 lUnequal weights are an abomination to the LORD,

and mfalse scales are not good.

24 A mans nsteps are from the LORD;

how then can man understand his way?

25 It is a snare to say rashly, It is holy,

and to reflect only oafter making vows.

26 A wise king pwinnows the wicked

and drives qthe wheel over them.

27 rThe spirit[6] of man is the lamp of the LORD,

ssearching all this innermost parts.

28 uSteadfast love and faithfulness preserve the king,

and by steadfast love his vthrone is upheld.

29 The glory of young men is their strength,

but wthe splendor of old men is their gray hair.

30 xBlows that wound cleanse away evil;

strokes make clean tthe innermost parts.

PROVERBS 21  The kings heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD;

he yturns it wherever he will.

2 zEvery way of a man is right in his own eyes,

but the LORD aweighs the heart.

3 bTo do righteousness and justice

is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

4 cHaughty eyes and a proud heart,

dthe lamp[1] of the wicked, are sin.

5 The plans of ethe diligent lead surely to abundance,

but everyone who is fhasty comes gonly to poverty.

6 hThe getting of treasures by a lying tongue

is a ifleeting jvapor and a ksnare of death.[2]

7 The violence of the wicked will lsweep them away,

because they refuse to do what is just.

8 The way of the guilty mis crooked,

but the conduct of the pure is upright.

9 It is nbetter to live in a corner of the housetop

than in a house shared with a quarrelsome wife.

10 The soul of the wicked desires evil;

his neighbor finds no mercy in his eyes.

11 When oa scoffer is punished, the simple becomes wise;

when a wise man is instructed, he gains knowledge.

12 The Righteous One pobserves the house of the wicked;

he throws the wicked down to ruin.

13 qWhoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor

will himself call out and not be answered.

14 rA gift in secret averts anger,

and a concealed bribe,[3] strong wrath.

15 When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous

sbut terror to evildoers.

16 One who wanders from the way of good sense

twill rest in the assembly of the dead.

17 Whoever loves pleasure will be a poor man;

he who loves wine and oil will not be rich.

18 uThe wicked is a vransom for the righteous,

and the traitor for the upright.

19 It is wbetter to live in a desert land

than with a quarrelsome and fretful woman.

20 xPrecious treasure and oil are in a wise mans dwelling,

but a foolish man ydevours it.

21 Whoever zpursues righteousness and kindness

will find alife, righteousness, and honor.

22 bA wise man scales the city of the mighty

and brings down the stronghold in which they trust.

23 cWhoever keeps his mouth and his tongue

dkeeps himself out of etrouble.

24 fScoffer is the name of the arrogant, haughty man

who acts with arrogant pride.

25 The desire of gthe sluggard kills him,

for his hands refuse to labor.

26 All day long he craves and craves,

but the righteous hgives and does not hold back.

27 iThe sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination;

how much more jwhen he brings it with evil intent.

28 kA false witness will perish,

but the word of a man who hears will endure.

29 A wicked man puts on a bold face,

but the upright lgives thought to[4] his ways.

30 mNo wisdom, no understanding, no counsel

can avail against the LORD.

31 nThe horse is made ready for the day of battle,

but othe victory belongs to the LORD.

PROVERBS 22  pA good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,

and favor is better than silver or gold.

2 qThe rich and the poor meet together;

the LORD is rthe maker of them all.

3 sThe prudent sees danger and hides himself,

but the simple go on and suffer for it.

4 The reward for humility and fear of the LORD

is triches and honor and life.[1]

5 uThorns and snares are in the way of the crooked;

whoever vguards his soul will keep far from them.

6 wTrain up a child in the way he should go;

even when he is old he will not depart from it.

7 xThe rich rules over the poor,

and the borrower is the slave of the lender.

8 Whoever ysows injustice will reap calamity,

and zthe rod of his fury will fail.

9 aWhoever has a bountiful[2] eye will be blessed,

for he bshares his bread with the poor.

10 cDrive out a scoffer, dand strife will go out,

and equarreling and abuse will cease.

11 He who floves purity of heart,

and whose gspeech is gracious, hwill have the king as his friend.

12 The eyes of the LORD keep watch over knowledge,

but he ioverthrows the words of the traitor.

13 jThe sluggard says, There is a lion outside!

I shall be killed in the streets!

14 The mouth of kforbidden[3] women is la deep pit;

mhe with whom the LORD is angry will fall into it.

15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,

but nthe rod of discipline drives it far from him.

16 Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth,

or gives to the rich, owill only come to poverty.

Words of the Wise

 17 pIncline your ear, and hear qthe words of the wise,

rand apply your heart to my knowledge,

18 for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you,

if all of them are ready on your lips.

19 That your trust may be in the LORD,

I have made them known to you today, even to you.

20 Have I not written for you sthirty sayings

of counsel and knowledge,

21 to tmake you know what is right and true,

that you may give a true answer to those who sent you?

 22 uDo not rob the poor, because he is poor,

or vcrush the afflicted at wthe gate,

23 for xthe LORD will plead their cause

and rob of life those who rob them.

24 Make no friendship with a man given to anger,

nor go with a wrathful man,

25 lest you learn his ways

and entangle yourself in a snare.

26 Be not one of those who ygive pledges,

who put up security for debts.

27 If you have nothing with which to pay,

why should zyour bed be taken from under you?

28 Do not move the ancient alandmark

that your fathers have set.

29 Do you see a man skillful in his work?

He will bstand before kings;

he will not stand before obscure men.

 PROVERBS 23  When you sit down to eat with a ruler,

observe carefully what[1] is before you,

2 and put a knife to your throat

if you are given to appetite.

3 cDo not desire his delicacies,

for they are deceptive food.

4 dDo not toil to acquire wealth;

ebe discerning enough to desist.

5 When your eyes light on it, it is gone,

ffor suddenly it sprouts wings,

flying like an eagle toward heaven.

6 gDo not eat the bread of a man who is hstingy;[2]

ido not desire his delicacies,

7 for he is like one who is inwardly calculating.[3]

Eat and drink! he says to you,

but his jheart is not with you.

8 You will vomit up the morsels that you have eaten,

and waste your pleasant words.

9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool,

for he will despise the good sense of your words.

10 kDo not move an ancient landmark

or enter the fields of the fatherless,

11 for their lRedeemer is strong;

he will mplead their cause against you.

12 Apply your heart to instruction

and your ear to words of knowledge.

13 Do not withhold ndiscipline from a child;

oif you strike him with a rod, he will not die.

14 If you strike him with the rod,

you will psave his soul from Sheol.

15 qMy son, if your heart is wise,

my heart too will be glad.

16 My rinmost being[4] will exult

when your lips speak swhat is right.

17 Let not your heart tenvy sinners,

but continue in uthe fear of the LORD all the day.

18 Surely vthere is a future,

and your whope will not be cut off.

 19 Hear, my son, and xbe wise,

and ydirect your heart in the way.

20 Be not among zdrunkards[5]

or among agluttonous eaters of meat,

21 for the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty,

and bslumber will clothe them with rags.

 22 cListen to your father who gave you life,

dand do not despise your mother when she is old.

23 eBuy truth, and do not sell it;

buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding.

24 fThe father of the righteous will greatly rejoice;

he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him.

25 fLet your father and mother be glad;

let gher who bore you rejoice.

 26 My son, give me your heart,

and let your eyes observe[6] my ways.

27 For a prostitute is ha deep pit;

ian adulteress[7] is a narrow jwell.

28 kShe lies in wait like a robber

and increases the traitors among mankind.

 29 lWho has woe? Who has sorrow?

Who has strife? Who has complaining?

Who has mwounds without cause?

Who has nredness of eyes?

30 Those who otarry long over wine;

those who go to try pmixed wine.

31 Do not look at wine when it is red,

when it sparkles in the cup

and goes down smoothly.

32 In the end it qbites like a serpent

and stings like an adder.

33 Your eyes will see strange things,

and your heart utter rperverse things.

34 You will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea,

like one who lies on the top of a mast.[8]

35 They sstruck me, you will say,[9] but I was not hurt;

they beat me, but I did not feel it.

When shall I awake?

I tmust have another drink.

PROVERBS 24  Be not uenvious of evil men,

nor desire to be vwith them,

2 for their hearts wdevise violence,

and their lips xtalk of trouble.

 3 By ywisdom a house is built,

and by understanding it is established;

4 by knowledge the rooms are filled

with all zprecious and pleasant riches.

5 aA wise man is full of strength,

and a man of knowledge enhances his might,

6 for by bwise guidance you can wage your war,

and in cabundance of counselors there is victory.

7 Wisdom is dtoo high for a fool;

in ethe gate he does not open his mouth.

 8 Whoever fplans to do evil

will be called a schemer.

9 gThe devising[1] of folly is sin,

and hthe scoffer is an abomination to mankind.

 10 If you ifaint in the day of adversity,

your strength is small.

11 jRescue those who are being taken away to death;

hold back those who are stumbling to the slaughter.

12 If you say, Behold, we did not know this,

kdoes not he who lweighs the heart perceive it?

Does not he who mkeeps watch over your soul know it,

and will he not repay man naccording to his work?

 13 My son, oeat honey, for it is good,

and pthe drippings of the honeycomb are sweet to your taste.

14 Know that wisdom is such to your soul;

if you find it, there will be qa future,

and your hope will not be cut off.

 15 rLie not in wait as a wicked man against the dwelling of the righteous;

do no violence to his home;

16 sfor the righteous falls tseven times and rises again,

but uthe wicked stumble in times of calamity.

 17 vDo not rejoice when your enemy falls,

and let not your heart be glad when he stumbles,

18 lest the LORD see it and be displeased,

and turn away his anger from him.

 19 wFret not yourself because of evildoers,

and be not xenvious of the wicked,

20 for the evil man has no qfuture;

ythe lamp of the wicked will be put out.

 21 My son, zfear the LORD and the king,

and do not join with those who do otherwise,

22 for disaster will arise suddenly from them,

and who knows the ruin that will come from them both?

More Sayings of the Wise

 23These also are sayings of athe wise.

 bPartiality in judging is not good.

24 Whoever csays to the wicked, You are in the right,

dwill be cursed by peoples, abhorred by nations,

25 but those who rebuke the wicked will have delight,

and a good blessing will come upon them.

26 Whoever gives an honest answer

kisses the lips.

 27 ePrepare your work outside;

get everything ready for yourself in the field,

and after that build your house.

 28 fBe not a witness against your neighbor without cause,

and do not deceive with your lips.

29 Do not say, gI will do to him as he has done to me;

I will pay the man back for what he has done.

 30 hI passed by the field of a sluggard,

by the vineyard of a man ilacking sense,

31 and behold, it was all overgrown with thorns;

the ground was covered with nettles,

and its stone jwall was broken down.

32 Then I saw and kconsidered it;

I looked and received instruction.

33 lA little sleep, a little slumber,

a little folding of the hands to rest,

34 and poverty will come upon you like a robber,

and want like an armed man.

More Proverbs of Solomon

 PROVERBS 25 These also are mproverbs of Solomon which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied.

 2 It is the glory of God to nconceal things,

but the glory of kings is to osearch things out.

3 As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,

so the heart of kings is punsearchable.

4 Take away qthe dross from the silver,

and rthe smith has material for a vessel;

5 take away sthe wicked from the presence of the king,

and his tthrone will be established in righteousness.

6 Do not put yourself forward in the kings presence

or stand in the place of the great,

7 for uit is better to be told, Come up here,

than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

 What your eyes have seen

8 wdo not hastily bring into court,

for[1] what will you do in the end,

when your neighbor puts you to shame?

9 xArgue your case with your neighbor himself,

and do not reveal anothers secret,

10 lest he who hears you bring shame upon you,

and your ill repute have no end.

 11 yA word fitly spoken

is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.

12 Like za gold ring or an ornament of gold

is a wise reprover to aa listening ear.

13 Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest

is ba faithful messenger to those who send him;

he refreshes the soul of his masters.

14 Like cclouds and wind without rain

is a man who dboasts of a gift he does not give.

 15 With epatience a ruler may be persuaded,

and a soft tongue will break a bone.

16 If you have ffound honey, eat gonly enough for you,

lest you have your fill of it and vomit it.

17 Let your foot be seldom in your neighbors house,

lest he have his fill of you and hate you.

18 A man who hbears false witness against his neighbor

is like a war club, or ia sword, or a sharp arrow.

19 Trusting in a treacherous man in time of trouble

is like a bad tooth or a foot that slips.

20 Whoever jsings songs to a heavy heart

is like one who takes off a garment on a cold day,

and like vinegar on soda.

21 kIf your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat,

and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink,

22 for you will heap lburning coals on his head,

and the LORD will reward you.

23 The north wind brings forth rain,

and a backbiting tongue, angry looks.

24 mIt is better to live in a corner of the housetop

than in a house shared with a quarrelsome wife.

25 Like cold water to na thirsty soul,

so is ogood news from a far country.

26 Like pa muddied spring or a polluted fountain

is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked.

27 It is qnot good to eat much honey,

nor is it glorious to rseek ones own glory.[2]

28 A man swithout self-control

is like ta city broken into and left without walls.

PROVERBS 26  Like snow in summer or urain in harvest,

so vhonor is wnot fitting for a fool.

2 Like xa sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying,

ya curse that is causeless does not alight.

3 zA whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey,

and aa rod for the back of fools.

4 bAnswer not a fool according to his folly,

lest you be like him yourself.

5 cAnswer a fool according to his folly,

lest he be dwise in his own eyes.

6 Whoever sends a message by the hand of a fool

cuts off his own feet and edrinks violence.

7 Like a lame mans legs, which hang useless,

is a proverb in the mouth of fools.

8 Like one who binds the stone in the sling

is fone who gives honor to a fool.

9 Like ga thorn that goes up into the hand of a drunkard

is a proverb in the mouth of fools.

10 Like an archer who wounds everyone

is one who hires a passing fool or drunkard.[1]

11 Like ha dog that returns to his vomit

is ia fool who repeats his folly.

12 Do you see a man who is jwise in his own eyes?

kThere is more hope for a fool than for him.

13 lThe sluggard says, There is a lion in the road!

There is a lion in the streets!

14 As a door turns on its hinges,

so does a sluggard on his bed.

15 mThe sluggard buries his hand in the dish;

it wears him out to bring it back to his mouth.

16 The sluggard is jwiser in his own eyes

nthan seven men who can answer sensibly.

17 Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own

is like one who takes a passing dog by the ears.

18 Like a madman who throws ofirebrands, arrows, and death

19 is the man who deceives his neighbor

and says, I am only joking!

20 For lack of wood the fire goes out,

and where there is no pwhisperer, qquarreling ceases.

21 As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire,

so is ra quarrelsome man for kindling strife.

22 sThe words of pa whisperer are like delicious morsels;

they go down into the inner parts of the body.

23 tLike the uglaze[2] covering an earthen vessel

are fervent lips with an evil heart.

24 Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips

and harbors deceit in his heart;

25 vwhen he speaks graciously, believe him not,

for there are wseven abominations in his heart;

26 though his hatred be covered with deception,

his wickedness will be exposed in the assembly.

27 xWhoever digs a pit will fall into it,

and a stone will come back on him who starts it rolling.

28 A lying tongue hates its victims,

and a flattering mouth works ruin.

PROVERBS 27  Do not boast about tomorrow,

yfor you do not know what a day may bring.

2 Let zanother praise you, and not your own mouth;

a stranger, and not your own lips.

3 A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty,

but aa fools provocation is heavier than both.

4 Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming,

but who can stand before bjealousy?

5 cBetter is open rebuke

than hidden love.

6 Faithful are dthe wounds of a friend;

profuse are the kisses of an enemy.

7 One who is full loathes ehoney,

but to one who is hungry everything bitter is sweet.

8 Like fa bird that strays from its nest

is a man who strays from his home.

9 gOil and perfume make the heart glad,

and the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel.[1]

10 Do not forsake your friend and hyour fathers friend,

and do not go to your brothers house in the day of your calamity.

iBetter is a neighbor who is near

than a brother who is far away.

11 jBe wise, kmy son, and lmake my heart glad,

that I may manswer him who reproaches me.

12 nThe prudent sees danger and hides himself,

but othe simple go on and suffer for it.

13 pTake a mans garment when he has put up security for a stranger,

and hold it in pledge when he puts up security for an adulteress.[2]

14 Whoever blesses his neighbor with a loud voice,

rising early in the morning,

will be counted as cursing.

15 qA continual dripping on a rainy day

and a quarrelsome wife are alike;

16 to restrain her is to restrain the wind

or to grasp[3] oil in ones right hand.

17 Iron sharpens iron,

and one man sharpens another.[4]

18 rWhoever tends a fig tree will eat its fruit,

and he who sguards his master will be honored.

19 As in water face reflects face,

so the heart of man reflects the man.

20 tSheol and Abaddon are unever satisfied,

and vnever satisfied are the eyes of man.

21 wThe crucible is for silver, and the furnace is for gold,

and a man is tested by his praise.

22 xCrush a fool in a mortar with a pestle

along with crushed grain,

yet his folly will not depart from him.

 23 yKnow well the condition of your flocks,

and ygive attention to your herds,

24 for zriches do not last forever;

and does a crown endure to all generations?

25 aWhen the grass is gone and the new growth appears

and the vegetation of the mountains is gathered,

26 bthe lambs will provide your clothing,

and the goats the price of a field.

27 bThere will be enough goats milk for your food,

for the food of your household

and maintenance for your girls.

PROVERBS 28  cThe wicked flee when no one pursues,

but dthe righteous are bold as a lion.

2 When a land transgresses, eit has many rulers,

but with a man of understanding and knowledge,

its stability will long continue.

3 fA poor man who oppresses the poor

is a beating rain that leaves no food.

4 Those who forsake the law gpraise the wicked,

but those who keep the law hstrive against them.

5 Evil men ido not understand justice,

but those who seek the LORD junderstand it completely.

6 kBetter is a poor man who lwalks in his integrity

than a rich man who is lcrooked in his ways.

7 The one who keeps the law is a son with understanding,

but ma companion of gluttons shames his father.

8 Whoever multiplies his wealth nby interest and profit[1]

ogathers it for him who is pgenerous to the poor.

9 If one turns away his ear from hearing the law,

even his qprayer is an abomination.

10 Whoever misleads the upright into an evil way

rwill fall into his own pit,

but the blameless swill have a goodly inheritance.

11 A rich man is wise in his town eyes,

but a poor man who has understanding uwill find him out.

12 When vthe righteous triumph, there is great glory,

but when wthe wicked rise, people hide themselves.

13 Whoever xconceals his transgressions will not prosper,

but he who yconfesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

14 Blessed is the one who zfears the LORD always,

but whoever ahardens his heart will fall into calamity.

15 Like ba roaring lion or ca charging bear

is da wicked ruler over a poor people.

16 A ruler who elacks understanding is a cruel oppressor,

but he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.

17 If one is burdened with fthe blood of another,

he will be a fugitive until death;[2]

let no one help him.

18 gWhoever hwalks in integrity will be delivered,

but he who is crooked in his ways will suddenly fall.

19 iWhoever works his land will have plenty of bread,

but he who follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of poverty.

20 A faithful man will abound with blessings,

but whoever hastens to be rich jwill not go unpunished.

21 To show kpartiality is not good,

but for la piece of bread a man will do wrong.

22 A mstingy man[3] nhastens after wealth

and does not know that opoverty will come upon him.

23 Whoever prebukes a man will afterward find more favor

than qhe who flatters with his tongue.

24 Whoever robs his father or his mother

and says, That is no transgression,

is ra companion to a man who destroys.

25 A greedy man sstirs up strife,

but the one who trusts in the LORD will tbe enriched.

26 Whoever utrusts in his own mind is a fool,

but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered.

27 Whoever vgives to the poor will not want,

but he who whides his eyes will get many a curse.

28 When xthe wicked rise, ypeople hide themselves,

but when they perish, the righteous increase.

PROVERBS 29  zHe who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck,

will suddenly be abroken bbeyond healing.

2 When cthe righteous increase, the people rejoice,

but when dthe wicked rule, the people groan.

3 He who eloves wisdom makes his father glad,

but fa companion of prostitutes gsquanders his wealth.

4 By justice a king hbuilds up the land,

but he who exacts gifts[1] tears it down.

5 iA man who flatters his neighbor

spreads ja net for his feet.

6 An evil man is kensnared in his transgression,

but a righteous man lsings and rejoices.

7 A righteous man mknows the rights of the poor;

a wicked man does not nunderstand such knowledge.

8 oScoffers set a city aflame,

but the wise turn away wrath.

9 If a wise man has an argument with a fool,

the fool only rages and laughs, and there is pno quiet.

10 Bloodthirsty men qhate one who is blameless

and seek the life of the upright.[2]

11 A fool gives full vent to his spirit,

but a wise man quietly holds it back.

12 If a ruler listens to falsehood,

all his officials will be wicked.

13 The poor man and the oppressor rmeet together;

the LORD sgives light to the eyes of both.

14 If a king tfaithfully judges the poor,

his throne will ube established forever.

15 vThe rod and reproof give wisdom,

but a child left to himself wbrings shame to his mother.

16 When the wicked increase, transgression increases,

but xthe righteous will look upon their downfall.

17 yDiscipline your son, and he will give you rest;

he will give delight to your heart.

18 Where zthere is no prophetic vision the people acast off restraint,[3]

but blessed is he who bkeeps the law.

19 By mere words a servant is not disciplined,

for though he understands, he will not respond.

20 Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?

cThere is more hope for a fool than for him.

21 Whoever pampers his servant from childhood

will in the end find him his heir.[4]

22 dA man of wrath stirs up strife,

and one given to anger causes much transgression.

23 eOnes pride will bring him low,

fbut he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor.

24 The partner of a thief ghates his own life;

hhe hears the curse, but discloses nothing.

25 iThe fear of man lays a snare,

but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe.

26 Many jseek the face of a ruler,

but it is from the LORD that a man kgets justice.

27 lAn unjust man is an abomination to the righteous,

but one whose way is straight is an abomination to the wicked.

The Words of Agur

 PROVERBS 30 The words of Agur son of Jakeh. The oracle.[1]

 The man declares, I am weary, O God;

I am weary, O God, and worn out.[2]

2 Surely I am too mstupid to be a man.

I have not the understanding of a man.

3 I have not learned wisdom,

nor have I knowledge of nthe Holy One.

4 Who has oascended to heaven and come down?

Who has pgathered the wind in his fists?

Who has qwrapped up the waters in a garment?

Who has established all rthe ends of the earth?

sWhat is his name, and what is his sons name?

Surely you know!

 5 tEvery word of God proves true;

he is ua shield to those who take refuge in him.

6 vDo not add to his words,

lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.

 7 Two things I ask of you;

deny them not to me wbefore I die:

8 Remove far from me falsehood and lying;

give me neither poverty nor riches;

feed me with the food that is xneedful for me,

9 lest I be yfull and zdeny you

and say, aWho is the LORD?

or lest I be poor and steal

band profane the name of my God.

 10 cDo not slander a servant to his master,

dlest he curse you, and you be held guilty.

 11 There are those[3] who ecurse their fathers

and do not bless their mothers.

12 There are those who are fclean in their own eyes

but are not washed of their filth.

13 There are thosehow glofty are their eyes,

how high their eyelids lift!

14 There are those whose teeth are hswords,

whose ifangs are knives,

to jdevour the poor from off the earth,

the needy from among mankind.

 15 The leech has two daughters:

Give and Give.[4]

kThree things are never satisfied;

kfour never say, Enough:

16 lSheol, mthe barren womb,

the land never satisfied with water,

and the fire that never says, Enough.

 17 The eye that nmocks a father

and oscorns to obey a mother

will pbe picked out by qthe ravens of the valley

and eaten by the vultures.

 18 kThree things are rtoo wonderful for me;

kfour I do not understand:

19 the way of an eagle in the sky,

the way of a serpent on a rock,

the way of a ship on the high seas,

and the way of a man with a virgin.

 20 This is the way of an adulteress:

she eats and wipes her mouth

and says, I have done no wrong.

 21 Under kthree things sthe earth trembles;

under kfour it cannot bear up:

22 ta slave when he becomes king,

and a fool when he is ufilled with food;

23 van unloved woman when she wgets a husband,

and a maidservant when she displaces her mistress.

 24 kFour things on earth are small,

but they are exceedingly wise:

25 xthe ants are a people not strong,

yet they provide their food in the summer;

26 ythe rock badgers are a people not mighty,

yet they make their homes in the cliffs;

27 the locusts have no zking,

yet all of them march in arank;

28 the lizard you can take in your hands,

yet it is in kings palaces.

 29 bThree things are stately in their tread;

bfour are stately in their stride:

30 the lion, which is mightiest among beasts

and cdoes not turn back before any;

31 the dstrutting rooster,[5] the he-goat,

and a king whose army is with him.[6]

 32 If you have been foolish, exalting yourself,

or if you have been devising evil,

eput your hand on your mouth.

33 For pressing milk produces curds,

pressing the nose produces blood,

and pressing anger produces strife.

The Words of King Lemuel

 PROVERBS 31 The words of King Lemuel. An oracle that his mother taught him:

 2 What are you doing, my son?[1] What are you doing, fson of my womb?

What are you doing, gson of my vows?

3 Do hnot give your strength to women,

your ways to those iwho destroy kings.

4 jIt is not for kings, O Lemuel,

it is not for kings kto drink wine,

or for rulers to take lstrong drink,

5 lest they drink and forget what has been decreed

and mpervert the rights of all the afflicted.

6 Give strong drink to the one who nis perishing,

and wine to othose in bitter distress;[2]

7 plet them drink and forget their poverty

and remember their misery no more.

8 qOpen your mouth for the mute,

for the rights of all who are destitute.[3]

9 Open your mouth, rjudge righteously,

sdefend the rights of tthe poor and needy.

The Woman Who Fears the LORD

 10 [4] uAn excellent wife who can find?

She is far more precious than vjewels.

11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,

and he will have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good, and not harm,

all the days of her life.

13 She wseeks wool and flax,

and works with willing hands.

14 She is like the ships of the merchant;

she brings her food from afar.

15 She xrises while it is yet night

and yprovides food for her household

and portions for her maidens.

16 She considers a field and buys it;

with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.

17 She zdresses herself[5] with strength

and makes her arms strong.

18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.

Her lamp does not go out at night.

19 She puts her hands to the distaff,

and her hands hold the spindle.

20 She aopens her hand to bthe poor

and reaches out her hands to bthe needy.

21 She is not afraid of snow for her household,

for all her household are clothed in cscarlet.[6]

22 She makes dbed coverings for herself;

her clothing is efine linen and fpurple.

23 Her husband is known in gthe gates

when he sits among the elders of the land.

24 She makes hlinen garments and sells them;

she delivers sashes to the merchant.

25 iStrength and dignity are her clothing,

and she laughs at the time to come.

26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,

and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

27 She looks well to the ways of her household

and does not eat the bread of idleness.

28 Her children rise up and call her blessed;

her husband also, and he praises her:

29 Many jwomen have done kexcellently,

but you surpass them all.

30 lCharm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,

but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands,

and let her works praise her in the gates.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 1

[1] 1:23 Or Will you turn away at my reproof?


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 2

[1] 2:16 Hebrew strange

[2] 2:16 Hebrew foreign woman

[3] 2:18 Hebrew to the Rephaim


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 3

[1] 3:4 Or repute

[2] 3:8 Hebrew navel

[3] 3:8 Or medicine

[4] 3:25 Hebrew storm

[5] 3:27 Hebrew Do not withhold good from its owners

[6] 3:34 Or grace

[7] 3:35 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Hebrew know

[2] 4:22 Hebrew his

[3] 4:26 Or Make level


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 5

[1] 5:3 Hebrew strange; also verse 20

[2] 5:3 Hebrew palate

[3] 5:5 Hebrew lay hold of

[4] 5:19 Hebrew be led astray; also verse 20

[5] 5:20 Hebrew a foreign woman

[6] 5:21 Or makes level


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 6

[1] 6:3 Or humble yourself

[2] 6:5 Hebrew lacks of the hunter

[3] 6:13 Hebrew scrapes

[4] 6:22 Hebrew it; three times in this verse

[5] 6:24 Revocalization (compare Septuagint) yields from the wife of a neighbor

[6] 6:24 Hebrew the foreign woman

[7] 6:26 Or (compare Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate) for a prostitute leaves a man with nothing but a loaf of bread

[8] 6:26 Hebrew a man's wife


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 7

[1] 7:5 Hebrew strange

[2] 7:5 Hebrew the foreign woman

[3] 7:10 Hebrew guarded in heart

[4] 7:14 Hebrew peace offerings

[5] 7:22 Probable reading (compare Septuagint, Vulgate, Syriac); Hebrew as an anklet for the discipline of a fool


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 8

[1] 8:16 Most Hebrew manuscripts; many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint govern the earth

[2] 8:22 Or fathered; Septuagint created

[3] 8:22 Hebrew way

[4] 8:28 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[5] 8:30 Or daily filled with


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 9

[1] 9:6 Or Leave the company of the simple

[2] 9:9 Hebrew lacks instruction

[3] 9:13 Or full of simpleness

[4] 9:18 Hebrew Rephaim


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 10

[1] 10:22 Or and toil adds nothing to it


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 11

[1] 11:7 Or of his strength, or of iniquity

[2] 11:27 Or acceptance


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 12

[1] 12:17 Hebrew breathes out

[2] 12:26 Or The righteous chooses his friends carefully

[3] 12:27 Or but diligence is precious wealth


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 13

[1] 13:5 Or stench

[2] 13:11 Or by fraud

[3] 13:15 Probable reading (compare Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate); Hebrew is rugged, or is an enduring rut

[4] 13:21 Or Evil

[5] 13:24 Or who loves him disciplines him early


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 14

[1] 14:3 Or In the mouth of a fool is a rod of pride

[2] 14:9 Hebrew but among the upright is acceptance

[3] 14:12 Hebrew ways of death

[4] 14:16 Or fears [the LORD]

[5] 14:22 Or show

[6] 14:30 Or healing

[7] 14:30 Or jealousy

[8] 14:33 Or Wisdom rests quietly in the heart of a man of understanding, but makes itself known in the midst of fools


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 15

[1] 15:4 Or healing

[2] 15:7 Or the hearts of fools are not steadfast

[3] 15:30 Hebrew makes fat


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 16

[1] 16:20 Or to a matter

[2] 16:25 Hebrew ways of death

[3] 16:27 Hebrew what is on his lips

[4] 16:30 Hebrew to plan


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 17

[1] 17:1 Hebrew sacrifices

[2] 17:23 Hebrew a bribe from the bosom


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 18

[1] 18:5 Hebrew to lift the face of


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 19

[1] 19:2 Or A soul

[2] 19:6 Or of a noble

[3] 19:7 The meaning of the Hebrew sentence is uncertain


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 20

[1] 20:1 Or will not become wise

[2] 20:10 Or Two kinds of; also verse 23

[3] 20:11 Or Even a child can dissemble in his actions, though his conduct seems pure and upright

[4] 20:16 Or for an adulteress (compare 27:13)

[5] 20:19 Hebrew with one who is simple in his lips

[6] 20:27 Hebrew breath


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 21

[1] 21:4 Or the plowing

[2] 21:6 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Latin; most Hebrew manuscripts vapor for those who seek death

[3] 21:14 Hebrew a bribe in the bosom

[4] 21:29 Or establishes


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 22

[1] 22:4 Or The reward for humility is the fear of the LORD, riches and honor and life

[2] 22:9 Hebrew good

[3] 22:14 Hebrew strange


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 23

[1] 23:1 Or who

[2] 23:6 Hebrew whose eye is evil

[3] 23:7 Or for as he calculates in his soul, so is he

[4] 23:16 Hebrew My kidneys

[5] 23:20 Hebrew those who drink too much wine

[6] 23:26 Or delight in

[7] 23:27 Hebrew a foreign woman

[8] 23:34 Or of the rigging

[9] 23:35 Hebrew lacks you will say


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 24

[1] 24:9 Or scheming


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 25

[1] 25:8 Hebrew or else

[2] 25:27 The meaning of the Hebrew line is uncertain


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 26

[1] 26:10 Or hires a fool or passersby

[2] 26:23 By revocalization; Hebrew silver of dross


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 27

[1] 27:9 Or and so does the sweetness of a friend that comes from his earnest counsel

[2] 27:13 Hebrew a foreign woman; a slight emendation yields (compare Vulgate; see also 20:16) foreigners

[3] 27:16 Hebrew to meet with

[4] 27:17 Hebrew sharpens the face of another


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 28

[1] 28:8 That is, profit that comes from charging interest to the poor

[2] 28:17 Hebrew until the pit

[3] 28:22 Hebrew A man whose eye is evil


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 29

[1] 29:4 Or who taxes heavily

[2] 29:10 Or but the upright seek his soul

[3] 29:18 Or the people are discouraged

[4] 29:21 The meaning of the Hebrew word rendered his heir is uncertain


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 30

[1] 30:1 Or Jakeh, the man of Massa

[2] 30:1 Revocalization; Hebrew The man declares to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal

[3] 30:11 Hebrew There is a generation; also verses 12, 13, 14

[4] 30:15 Or Give, give, they cry

[5] 30:31 Or the magpie, or the greyhound; Hebrew girt-of-loins

[6] 30:31 Or against whom there is no rising up


Footnotes for Proverbs, Chapter 31

[1] 31:2 Hebrew What, my son?

[2] 31:6 Hebrew those bitter in soul

[3] 31:8 Hebrew are sons of passing away

[4] 31:10 Verses 1031 are an acrostic poem, each verse beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet

[5] 31:17 Hebrew She girds her loins

[6] 31:21 Or in double thickness
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Ecclesiastes

All Is Vanity

 ECCLESIASTES 1 The words of athe Preacher,[1] the son of David, bking in Jerusalem.

 2 cVanity[2] of vanities, says athe Preacher,

cvanity of vanities! dAll is vanity.

3 eWhat fdoes man gain by all the toil

at which he toils under the sun?

4 A generation goes, and a generation comes,

but gthe earth remains forever.

5 hThe sun rises, and the sun goes down,

and hastens[3] to the place where it rises.

6 iThe wind blows to the south

and goes around to the north;

around and around goes the wind,

and on its circuits the wind returns.

7 All jstreams run to the sea,

but the sea is not full;

to the place where the streams flow,

there they flow again.

8 All things are full of weariness;

a man cannot utter it;

kthe eye is not satisfied with seeing,

nor the ear filled with hearing.

9 lWhat has been is what will be,

and what has been done is what will be done,

and there is nothing new under the sun.

10 Is there a thing of which it is said,

See, this is new?

It has been malready

in the ages before us.

11 There is no nremembrance of former things,[4]

nor will there be any remembrance

of later things[5] yet to be

among those who come after.

The Vanity of Wisdom

 12I othe Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I papplied my heart[6] to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy qbusiness that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is rvanity[7] and a striving after wind.[8]

 15 sWhat is crooked cannot be made straight,

and what is lacking cannot be counted.

 16I said in my heart, I have acquired great twisdom, surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before me, and my heart has had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. 17And I uapplied my heart to know wisdom and to know vmadness and folly. I perceived that this also is but ra striving after wind.

 18 For win much wisdom is much vexation,

and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

The Vanity of Self-Indulgence

 ECCLESIASTES 2 I xsaid in my heart, Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself. But behold, this also was vanity.[1] 2I ysaid of laughter, It is mad, and of pleasure, What use is it? 3I zsearched with my heart how to cheer my body with winemy heart still guiding me with wisdomand how to lay hold on afolly, till I might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their life. 4I made great works. I bbuilt houses and planted cvineyards for myself. 5I made myself dgardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 6I made myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 7I bought male and female slaves, and had eslaves who were born in my house. I had also great possessions of fherds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in Jerusalem. 8I also gathered for myself silver and ggold and the treasure of hkings and iprovinces. I got jsingers, both men and women, and many kconcubines,[2] the delight of the sons of man.

 9So I became great and lsurpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my lwisdom remained with me. 10And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart mfound pleasure in all my toil, and this was my nreward for all my toil. 11Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was ovanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing pto be gained under the sun.

The Vanity of Living Wisely

 12qSo I turned to consider rwisdom and madness and folly. For what can the man do who comes after the king? Only swhat has already been done. 13Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness. 14tThe wise person has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness. And yet I perceived that the usame event happens to all of them. 15Then I said in my heart, vWhat happens to the fool will happen to me also. Why then have I been so very wise? And I said in my heart that this also is vanity. 16For of the wise as of the fool there is wno enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will have been long forgotten. xHow the wise dies just like the fool! 17So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for oall is vanity and a striving after wind.

The Vanity of Toil

 18I hated yall my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must zleave it to the man who will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I aturned about and gave my heart up to despair bover all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from call the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For dall his days are full of sorrow, and his ework is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.

 24fThere is nothing better for a person than that he should geat and drink and find enjoyment[3] in his toil. This also, I saw, is hfrom the hand of God, 25for apart from him[4] who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him iGod has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given ethe business of gathering and collecting, jonly to give to one who pleases God. kThis also is vanity and a striving after wind.

A Time for Everything

 ECCLESIASTES 3 For everything there is a season, and la time for every matter under heaven:

 2 a time to be born, and a time to mdie;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 a time to nweep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to odance;

5 a time to pcast away stones, and a time to qgather stones together;

a time to embrace, and a time to rrefrain from embracing;

6 a time to seek, and a time to slose;

a time to keep, and a time to tcast away;

7 a time to utear, and a time to sew;

a time to vkeep silence, and a time to speak;

8 a time to love, and a time to whate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.

The God-Given Task

 9What xgain has the worker from his toil? 10I have seen ythe business that zGod has given to the children of man to be busy with. 11He has amade everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into mans heart, yet so that he cannot bfind out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12I perceived that there is cnothing better for them than to be joyful and to ddo good as long as they live; 13also ethat everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toilthis is fGods gift to man.

 14I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; gnothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. 15That which is, halready has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God iseeks what has been driven away.[1]

From Dust to Dust

 16Moreover, jI saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even kthere was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. 17I said in my heart, lGod will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is ma time for every matter and for every work. 18I said in my heart with regard to the children of man that God is testing them that they may see that they themselves are but nbeasts. 19oFor what happens to the children of man and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity.[2] 20All go to one place. All are from pthe dust, and to dust all return. 21Who knows whether qthe spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth? 22So I saw that there is rnothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for sthat is his lot. Who can bring him to see twhat will be after him?

Evil Under the Sun

 ECCLESIASTES 4 uAgain I vsaw all wthe oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, the tears of the oppressed, and they had xno one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there was power, and there was no one to comfort them. 2And I ythought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who are still alive. 3But zbetter than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the evil deeds that are done under the sun.

 4Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a mans envy of his neighbor. This also is avanity[1] and a striving after wind.

 5The fool bfolds his hands and ceats his own flesh.

 6dBetter is a handful of equietness than two hands full of toil and a striving after wind.

 7uAgain, I saw vanity under the sun: 8one person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, and his feyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he never asks, gFor whom am I toiling and depriving myself of pleasure? This also is vanity and an unhappy hbusiness.

 9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 11Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, ibut how can one keep warm alone? 12And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand hima threefold cord is not quickly broken.

 13Better was ja poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who no longer knew how kto take advice. 14For he went lfrom prison to the throne, though in his own kingdom he had been born poor. 15I saw all the living who move about under the sun, along with that[2] youth who was to stand in the kings[3] place. 16There was no end of all the people, all of whom he led. Yet those who come later will not rejoice in him. Surely this also is mvanity and a striving after wind.

Fear God

 ECCLESIASTES 5 [1] nGuard your steps when you go to othe house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to poffer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. 2[2] Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore qlet your words be few. 3For a dream comes with much business, and a fools voice with rmany words.

 4When syou vow a vow to God, tdo not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. uPay what you vow. 5vIt is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 6Let not your mouth lead you[3] into sin, and do not say before wthe messenger[4] that it was xa mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of your hands? 7For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity;[5] but[6] yGod is the one you must fear.

The Vanity of Wealth and Honor

 8zIf you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and righteousness, ado not be amazed at the matter, bfor the high official is watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. 9But this is gain for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields.[7]

 10He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 11When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see them with his eyes? 12Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.

 13cThere is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, 14and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15dAs he came from his mothers womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand. 16This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what egain is there to him who ftoils for the wind? 17Moreover, all his days he geats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.

 18Behold, what I have seen to be hgood and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment[8] in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his ilot. 19Everyone also to whom jGod has given kwealth and possessions land power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toilthis is mthe gift of God. 20For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.

 ECCLESIASTES 6 nThere is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy on mankind: 2a man oto whom pGod gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he qlacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God rdoes not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity;[1] it is a grievous evil. 3If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, so that sthe days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with lifes tgood things, and he also has no uburial, I say that va stillborn child is better off than he. 4For it comes in vanity and goes in darkness, and in darkness its name is covered. 5Moreover, it has not wseen the sun or known anything, yet it finds xrest rather than he. 6Even though he should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy[2] no gooddo not all go to the one place?

 7yAll the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied.[3] 8For what advantage has the wise man zover the fool? And what does the poor man have who knows how to conduct himself before the living? 9Better ais the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is bvanity and a striving after wind.

 10Whatever has come to be has calready been named, and it is known what man is, and that he is not able to ddispute with one stronger than he. 11The more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 12For who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his evain[4] life, which he passes like fa shadow? For who can tell man what will be gafter him under the sun?

The Contrast of Wisdom and Folly

 ECCLESIASTES 7  hA good name is better than precious ointment,

and ithe day of death than the day of birth.

2 It is better to go to the house of mourning

than to go to the house of feasting,

for this is the end of all mankind,

and the living will jlay it to heart.

3 Sorrow is better than laughter,

kfor by sadness of face the heart is made glad.

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning,

but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.

5 It is lbetter for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise

than to hear the song of fools.

6 mFor as the crackling of nthorns under a pot,

so is the laughter of the fools;

this also is vanity.[1]

7 Surely ooppression drives the wise into madness,

and pa bribe corrupts the heart.

8 Better is the end of a thing than its beginning,

and qthe patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

9 rBe not quick in your spirit to become angry,

sfor anger lodges in the heart[2] of fools.

10 Say not, Why were the former days better than these?

For it is not from wisdom that you ask this.

11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance,

an advantage to those who tsee the sun.

12 For the protection of wisdom is like uthe protection of money,

and the advantage of knowledge is that vwisdom preserves the life of him who has it.

13 Consider wthe work of God:

xwho can make straight what he has made crooked?

 14yIn the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well as the other, zso that man may not find out anything that will be after him.

 15In my avain[3] life I have seen everything. There is ba righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who cprolongs his life in his evildoing. 16Be not overly righteous, and do not dmake yourself too wise. Why should you destroy yourself? 17Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. eWhy should you die before your time? 18It is good that you should take hold of fthis, and from gthat hwithhold not your hand, for the one who fears God shall come out from both of them.

 19iWisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city.

 20Surely jthere is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.

 21Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear kyour servant cursing you. 22Your heart knows that lmany times you yourself have cursed others.

 23All this I have tested by wisdom. mI said, I will be wise, but it was far from me. 24That which has been is far off, and ndeep, very deep; owho can find it out?

 25pI turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is madness. 26And I find something more qbitter than death: rthe woman whose heart is ssnares and nets, and whose hands are fetters. He who pleases God escapes her, but tthe sinner is taken by her. 27Behold, this is what I found, says uthe Preacher, while adding one thing to another to find the scheme of things 28which my soul has sought repeatedly, but I have not found. vOne man among a thousand I found, but wa woman among all these I have not found. 29See, this alone I found, that xGod made man upright, but ythey have sought out many schemes.

Keep the Kings Command

 ECCLESIASTES 8  Who is like the wise?

And who knows the interpretation of a thing?

zA mans wisdom makes his face shine,

and athe hardness of his face is changed.

 2I say:[1] Keep the kings command, because of bGods oath to him.[2] 3Be not hasty to cgo from his presence. Do not take your stand in an evil cause, for he does whatever he pleases. 4For the word of the king is supreme, and dwho may say to him, What are you doing? 5Whoever keeps a command will know no evil thing, and the wise heart will know the proper time and the just way. 6For there is a time and a way efor everything, although mans trouble[3] lies heavy on him. 7For he fdoes not know what is to be, for gwho can tell him how it will be? 8No man has power to hretain the spirit, ior power over the day of death. There is no jdischarge from war, nor will wickedness deliver those who are given to it. 9kAll this I observed while applying my heart to all that is done under the sun, when man had power over man to his hurt.

Those Who Fear God Will Do Well

 10Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in and out of lthe holy place and were mpraised[4] in the city where they had done such things. This also is vanity.[5] 11Because nthe sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, othe heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil. 12Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and pprolongs his life, yet I know that qit will be well with rthose who fear God, because they fear before him. 13But it will snot be well with the wicked, neither will he prolong his days like ta shadow, because he does not fear before God.

Man Cannot Know Gods Ways

 14There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people uto whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people vto whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity. 15And I commend joy, for man whas nothing better under the sun but to xeat and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.

 16When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see ythe business that is done on earth, how neither zday nor night do ones eyes see sleep, 17then I saw all the work of God, that aman cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a wise man claims to know, bhe cannot find it out.

Death Comes to All

 ECCLESIASTES 9 But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, chow the righteous and the wise and their deeds are din the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before him. 2eIt is the same for all, since fthe same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil,[1] to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the sinner, and he who gswears is as he who shuns an oath. 3This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that ethe same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and hmadness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 4But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 5For the living know that they will die, but ithe dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for jthe memory of them is forgotten. 6Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun.

Enjoy Life with the One You Love

 7Go, keat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do.

 8lLet your garments be always white. Let not moil be lacking on your head.

 9Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your nvain[2] life that he has given you under the sun, because that is your oportion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 10Whatever your hand finds to do, pdo it with your might,[3] qfor there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.

Wisdom Better than Folly

 11rAgain I saw that under the sun sthe race is not to the swift, nor tthe battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and uchance vhappen to them all. 12For man wdoes not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, and xlike birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man are ysnared at an evil time, when it suddenly falls upon them.

 13I have also seen this example of wisdom under the sun, and it seemed great to me. 14There was a little city with few men in it, and a great king came against it and besieged it, building great siegeworks against it. 15But there was found in it za poor, wise man, and he by his awisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that poor man. 16But I say that bwisdom is better than might, though cthe poor mans wisdom is despised and his words are not heard.

 17The words of the wise heard in dquiet are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools. 18eWisdom is better than weapons of war, but fone sinner destroys much good.

 ECCLESIASTES 10  Dead flies make gthe perfumers ointment give off a stench;

so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.

2 hA wise mans heart inclines him to the right,

but a fools heart to the left.

3 Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense,

and he isays to everyone that he is a fool.

4 If the anger of the ruler rises against you, jdo not leave your place,

kfor calmness[1] will lay great offenses to rest.

 5There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it were lan error proceeding from the ruler: 6mfolly is set in many high places, and the rich sit in a low place. 7nI have seen slaves oon horses, and princes walking on the ground like slaves.

 8 He who pdigs a pit will fall into it,

and qa serpent will bite him who breaks through a wall.

9 rHe who quarries stones is hurt by them,

and he who ssplits logs is endangered by them.

10 If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge,

he must use more strength,

but wisdom helps one to succeed.[2]

11 If the serpent bites before it is tcharmed,

there is no advantage to the charmer.

 12 The words of a wise mans mouth uwin him favor,[3]

but vthe lips of a fool consume him.

13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness,

and the end of his talk is evil madness.

14 wA fool multiplies words,

though no man knows what is to be,

and who can tell him xwhat will be after him?

15 The toil of a fool wearies him,

for he does not know ythe way to the city.

 16 zWoe to you, O land, when your king is a child,

and your princes feast in the morning!

17 Happy are you, O land, when your king is the son of the nobility,

and your princes feast at the proper time,

for strength, and not for adrunkenness!

18 Through sloth the roof sinks in,

and through indolence the house leaks.

19 Bread is made for laughter,

and bwine gladdens life,

and cmoney answers everything.

20 Even in your thoughts, ddo not curse the king,

nor in your ebedroom curse the rich,

for a bird of the air will carry your voice,

or some winged creature tell the matter.

Cast Your Bread upon the Waters

 ECCLESIASTES 11  fCast your bread upon the waters,

gfor you will find it after many days.

2 hGive a portion to iseven, or even to eight,

jfor you know not what disaster may happen on earth.

3 If the clouds are full of rain,

they empty themselves on the earth,

and if a tree falls to the south or to the north,

in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.

4 He who observes the wind will not sow,

and he who regards the clouds will not reap.

 5As you do not know the way kthe spirit comes to lthe bones in the womb[1] of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything.

 6In the morning sow your seed, and at evening mwithhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good.

 7Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to nsee the sun.

 8So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember othat the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is pvanity.[2]

 9qRejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. rWalk in the ways of your heart and sthe sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things tGod will bring you into judgment.

 10Remove vexation from your heart, and uput away pain[3] from your body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.

Remember Your Creator in Your Youth

 ECCLESIASTES 12 Remember also your Creator in vthe days of your youth, before wthe evil days come and the years draw near of which xyou will say, I have no pleasure in them; 2before ythe sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain, 3in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are few, and zthose who look through the windows are dimmed, 4and athe doors on the street are shutwhen bthe sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all cthe daughters of song are brought low 5they are afraid also of what is high, and dterrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along,[1] and desire fails, because man is going to his eeternal fhome, and the gmourners go about the streets 6before the silver cord is snapped, or hthe golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is ishattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7and jthe dust returns to the earth as it was, and kthe spirit returns to God lwho gave it. 8mVanity[2] of vanities, says nthe Preacher; all is vanity.

Fear God and Keep His Commandments

 9Besides being wise, nthe Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging omany proverbs with great care. 10nThe Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth.

 11pThe words of the wise are like goads, and like qnails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are rgiven by sone Shepherd. 12My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making umany books there is no end, and vmuch study is a weariness of the flesh.

 13The end of the matter; all has been heard. wFear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.[3] 14For xGod will bring every deed into judgment, with[4] every secret thing, whether good or evil.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or Convener, or Collector; Hebrew Qoheleth (so throughout Ecclesiastes)

[2] 1:2 The Hebrew term hebel, translated vanity or vain, refers concretely to a mist, vapor, or mere breath, and metaphorically to something that is fleeting or elusive (with different nuances depending on the context). It appears five times in this verse and in 29 other verses in Ecclesiastes

[3] 1:5 Or and returns panting

[4] 1:11 Or former people

[5] 1:11 Or later people

[6] 1:13 The Hebrew term denotes the center of one's inner life, including mind, will, and emotions

[7] 1:14 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (see note on 1:2)

[8] 1:14 Or a feeding on wind; compare Hosea 12:1 (also in Ecclesiastes 1:17; 2:11, 17, 26; 4:4, 6, 16; 6:9)


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath; also verses 11, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 26 (see note on 1:2)

[2] 2:8 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 2:24 Or and make his soul see good

[4] 2:25 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts apart from me


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3

[1] 3:15 Hebrew what has been pursued

[2] 3:19 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (see note on 1:2)


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 4

[1] 4:4 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath; also verses 7, 8, 16 (see note on 1:2)

[2] 4:15 Hebrew the second

[3] 4:15 Hebrew his


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Ch 4:17 in Hebrew

[2] 5:2 Ch 5:1 in Hebrew

[3] 5:6 Hebrew your flesh

[4] 5:6 Or angel

[5] 5:7 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath; also verse 10 (see note on 1:2)

[6] 5:7 Or For when dreams and vanities increase, words also grow many; but

[7] 5:9 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain

[8] 5:18 Or and see good


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 6

[1] 6:2 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath; also verses 4, 9, 11 (see note on 1:2)

[2] 6:6 Or see

[3] 6:7 Hebrew filled

[4] 6:12 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (see note on 1:2)


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 7

[1] 7:6 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (see note on 1:2)

[2] 7:9 Hebrew in the bosom

[3] 7:15 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (see note on 1:2)


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 8

[1] 8:2 Hebrew lacks say

[2] 8:2 Or because of your oath to God

[3] 8:6 Or evil

[4] 8:10 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Vulgate; most Hebrew manuscripts forgotten

[5] 8:10 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath; also twice in verse 14 (see note on 1:2)


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 9

[1] 9:2 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew lacks and the evil

[2] 9:9 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (see note on 1:2)

[3] 9:10 Or finds to do with your might, do it


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 10

[1] 10:4 Hebrew healing

[2] 10:10 Or wisdom is an advantage for success

[3] 10:12 Or are gracious


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 11

[1] 11:5 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Targum; most Hebrew manuscripts As you do not know the way of the wind, or how the bones grow in the womb

[2] 11:8 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath; also verse 10 (see note on 1:2)

[3] 11:10 Or evil


Footnotes for Ecclesiastes, Chapter 12

[1] 12:5 Or is a burden

[2] 12:8 The Hebrew term hebel can refer to a vapor or mere breath (three times in this verse); see note on 1:2

[3] 12:13 Or the duty of all mankind

[4] 12:14 Or into the judgment on
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The Song of Solomon

 SONG OF SOLOMON 1 The Song of aSongs, which is Solomons.

The Bride Confesses Her Love

She[1]

 2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!

For your blove is better than wine;

3 your canointing oils are fragrant;

your dname is oil poured out;

therefore virgins love you.

4 eDraw me after you; flet us run.

gThe king has brought me into his chambers.

Others

 We will hexult and rejoice in you;

we will extol byour love more than wine;

rightly do they love you.

She

 5 I am very dark, but ilovely,

O jdaughters of Jerusalem,

like kthe tents of lKedar,

like the curtains of Solomon.

6 Do not gaze at me because I am dark,

because the sun has looked upon me.

My mmothers sons were angry with me;

they made me nkeeper of othe vineyards,

but pmy own vineyard I have not kept!

7 Tell me, you qwhom my soul loves,

where you rpasture your flock,

where you make it slie down at noon;

for why should I be like one who veils herself

beside the flocks of your tcompanions?

Solomon and His Bride Delight in Each Other

He

 8 If you do not know,

O umost beautiful among women,

follow in the tracks of the flock,

and pasture your young goats

beside the shepherds tents.

 9 I compare you, vmy love,

to wa mare among Pharaohs chariots.

10 xYour cheeks are lovely with ornaments,

your neck with strings of jewels.

Others

 11 We will make for you[2] ornaments of gold,

studded with silver.

She

 12 While ythe king was on his couch,

my znard gave forth its fragrance.

13 My beloved is to me a sachet of amyrrh

that lies between my breasts.

14 My beloved is to me a cluster of bhenna blossoms

in the vineyards of cEngedi.

He

 15 dBehold, eyou are beautiful, fmy love;

behold, you are beautiful;

your geyes are doves.

She

 16 Behold, you are beautiful, hmy beloved, truly idelightful.

Our couch is green;

17 the beams of our house are jcedar;

our rafters are jpine.

 SONG OF SOLOMON 2  I am a rose[1] of Sharon,

ka lily of the valleys.

He

 2 As a lily among brambles,

so is lmy love among the young women.

She

 3 As an apple tree among the trees of the forest,

so is my mbeloved among the young men.

With great delight I sat nin his shadow,

and his ofruit was sweet to my taste.

4 He pbrought me to the banqueting house,[2]

and his qbanner over me was love.

5 Sustain me with rraisins;

refresh me with apples,

sfor I am sick with love.

6 His tleft hand is under my head,

and his right hand uembraces me!

7 I vadjure you,[3] O wdaughters of Jerusalem,

by xthe gazelles or the does of the field,

that you not stir up or awaken love

until it pleases.

The Bride Adores Her Beloved

 8 The voice of my beloved!

Behold, he comes,

leaping yover the mountains,

bounding over the hills.

9 My beloved is like za gazelle

or a young stag.

Behold, there he stands

behind our wall,

gazing through the windows,

looking through the lattice.

10 My beloved speaks and says to me:

aArise, my love, my beautiful one,

and come away,

11 for behold, the winter is past;

bthe rain is over and gone.

12 cThe flowers appear on the earth,

the time of singing[4] has come,

and the voice of dthe turtledove

is heard in our land.

13 eThe fig tree ripens its figs,

and fthe vines are in blossom;

they give forth fragrance.

gArise, my love, my beautiful one,

and come away.

14 O my hdove, in the iclefts of the rock,

in the crannies of the cliff,

let me see your face,

let me jhear your voice,

for your voice is sweet,

and your face is klovely.

15 Catch lthe foxes[5] for us,

the little foxes

that spoil the vineyards,

ffor our vineyards are in blossom.

 16 mMy beloved is mine, and I am his;

he ngrazes[6] among the lilies.

17 Until othe day breathes

and pthe shadows flee,

turn, my beloved, be like qa gazelle

or a young stag on cleft mountains.[7]

The Brides Dream

 SONG OF SOLOMON 3  On my bed rby night

I sought shim whom my soul loves;

tI sought him, but found him not.

2 I will rise now and go about the city,

in uthe streets and in the squares;

I will seek shim whom my soul loves.

I sought him, but found him not.

3 vThe watchmen found me

as they went about in the city.

Have you seen him whom my soul loves?

4 Scarcely had I passed them

when I found shim whom my soul loves.

I wheld him, and would not let him go

until I had xbrought him into my mothers house,

and into the chamber of yher who conceived me.

5 zI adjure you, aO daughters of Jerusalem,

bby the gazelles or the does of the field,

that you not stir up or awaken love

until it pleases.

Solomon Arrives for the Wedding

 6 cWhat is that coming up from the wilderness

like dcolumns of smoke,

perfumed with emyrrh and frankincense,

with all the fragrant powders of a merchant?

7 Behold, it is the litter[1] of Solomon!

Around it are fsixty gmighty men,

some of the mighty men of Israel,

8 all of them wearing swords

and expert in war,

each with his hsword at his thigh,

against iterror by night.

9 King Solomon made himself a carriage[2]

from the wood of Lebanon.

10 He made its posts of silver,

its back of gold, its seat of purple;

its interior was inlaid with love

by jthe daughters of Jerusalem.

11 Go out, O kdaughters of Zion,

and look upon King Solomon,

with the crown with which his mother crowned him

on lthe day of his wedding,

on the day of the gladness of his heart.

Solomon Admires His Brides Beauty

He

 SONG OF SOLOMON 4  Behold, myou are beautiful, my love,

behold, you are beautiful!

nYour eyes are doves

obehind your veil.

pYour hair is like a flock of goats

leaping down qthe slopes of Gilead.

2 Your rteeth are like a flock of shorn ewes

that have come up from the washing,

all of which bear twins,

and not one among them has lost its young.

3 Your lips are like sa scarlet thread,

and your mouth is tlovely.

Your ucheeks are like halves of a pomegranate

obehind your veil.

4 Your vneck is like the tower of David,

built in wrows of stone;[1]

on it xhang a thousand shields,

all of ythem shields of warriors.

5 Your ztwo breasts are like two afawns,

twins of a gazelle,

that bgraze among the lilies.

6 cUntil the day breathes

and the shadows flee,

I will go away to the mountain of dmyrrh

and the hill of dfrankincense.

7 eYou are altogether beautiful, my love;

there is no fflaw in you.

8 gCome with me from hLebanon, my ibride;

come with me from hLebanon.

Depart[2] from the peak of Amana,

from the peak of jSenir and kHermon,

from the dens of lions,

from the mountains of leopards.

 9 You have captivated my heart, my lsister, my bride;

you have captivated my heart with one glance of your eyes,

with one mjewel of your necklace.

10 How beautiful is your love, my lsister, my bride!

How much nbetter is your love than wine,

and othe fragrance of your oils than any spice!

11 Your plips drip nectar, my bride;

qhoney and milk are under your tongue;

the fragrance of your garments is rlike the fragrance of hLebanon.

12 A garden locked is my lsister, my bride,

a spring locked, sa fountain tsealed.

13 Your shoots are uan orchard of pomegranates

with all vchoicest fruits,

whenna with xnard,

14 nard and saffron, ycalamus and ycinnamon,

with all trees of zfrankincense,

amyrrh and baloes,

with all ychoice spices

15 a garden fountain, a well of cliving water,

and flowing streams from hLebanon.

 16 Awake, O north wind,

and come, O south wind!

Blow upon my dgarden,

let its spices flow.

Together in the Garden of Love

She

 eLet my beloved come to his fgarden,

and eat its vchoicest fruits.

He

 SONG OF SOLOMON 5  I gcame to my garden, my hsister, my bride,

I gathered my imyrrh with my spice,

I ate my jhoneycomb with my honey,

I kdrank my wine with my milk.

Others

 Eat, lfriends, drink,

and be drunk with love!

The Bride Searches for Her Beloved

She

 2 I slept, but my heart was awake.

A sound! My beloved is mknocking.

Open to me, my nsister, my olove,

my pdove, my qperfect one,

for my head is wet with dew,

my rlocks with the drops of the night.

3 sI had put off my garment;

how could I put it on?

I had tbathed my feet;

how could I soil them?

4 My beloved put his hand to the latch,

and my heart was thrilled within me.

5 I arose to open to my beloved,

and my hands dripped with myrrh,

my fingers with uliquid myrrh,

on the handles of the bolt.

6 I opened to my beloved,

but my beloved had turned and gone.

My soul failed me when he vspoke.

wI sought him, but found him not;

xI called him, but he gave no answer.

7 yThe watchmen found me

as they went about in the city;

they beat me, they bruised me,

they took away my veil,

those watchmen of the walls.

8 I zadjure you, O adaughters of Jerusalem,

if you find my beloved,

that you tell him

bI am sick with love.

Others

 9 What is your beloved more than another beloved,

O cmost beautiful among women?

What is your beloved more than another beloved,

that you thus zadjure us?

The Bride Praises Her Beloved

She

 10 My beloved is radiant and druddy,

edistinguished among ten thousand.

11 His head is the finest gold;

fhis locks are wavy,

black as a raven.

12 His geyes are like doves

beside streams of water,

bathed in milk,

sitting beside a full pool.[1]

13 His icheeks are like jbeds of spices,

mounds of sweet-smelling herbs.

His lips are klilies,

dripping uliquid myrrh.

14 His arms are rods of gold,

set with ljewels.

His body is polished ivory,[2]

bedecked with msapphires.[3]

15 His legs are alabaster columns,

set on bases of gold.

His appearance is like oLebanon,

choice as the cedars.

16 His pmouth[4] is most sweet,

and he is altogether desirable.

This is my beloved and this is my friend,

O adaughters of Jerusalem.

Others

 SONG OF SOLOMON 6  Where has your beloved gone,

O cmost beautiful among women?

Where has your beloved turned,

that we may seek him with you?

Together in the Garden of Love

She

 2 My beloved has gone down to his qgarden

to rthe beds of spices,

to sgraze[1] in the gardens

and to gather tlilies.

3 uI am my beloveds and my beloved is mine;

he grazes among the lilies.

Solomon and His Bride Delight in Each Other

He

 4 You are beautiful as vTirzah, wmy love,

xlovely as yJerusalem,

zawesome as an army with banners.

5 Turn away your eyes from me,

for they overwhelm me

aYour hair is like a flock of goats

leaping down the slopes of Gilead.

6 bYour teeth are like a flock of ewes

that have come up from the washing;

all of them bear twins;

not one among them has lost its young.

7 cYour cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate

behind your veil.

8 There are dsixty equeens and eighty econcubines,

and fvirgins without number.

9 My gdove, my hperfect one, is the only one,

the only one of her mother,

pure to iher who bore her.

jThe young women saw her and called her blessed;

ethe queens and econcubines also, and they praised her.

 10 kWho is this who looks down like the dawn,

beautiful as the moon, bright as the sun,

lawesome as an army with banners?

She

 11 I went down to the nut orchard

to look at mthe blossoms of the valley,

nto see whether the vines had budded,

whether the pomegranates were in bloom.

12 oBefore I was aware, my desire set me

among pthe chariots of my kinsman, a prince.[2]

Others

 13 [3] Return, return, O qShulammite,

return, return, that we may look upon you.

He

 Why should you look upon qthe Shulammite,

as upon ra dance before stwo armies?[4]

 SONG OF SOLOMON 7  How beautiful are your feet in sandals,

O tnoble daughter!

Your rounded thighs are like ujewels,

the work of va master hand.

2 Your navel is a rounded bowl

that never lacks mixed wine.

Your belly is a heap of wheat,

encircled with wlilies.

3 xYour two breasts are like two fawns,

twins of a gazelle.

4 Your yneck is like an ivory tower.

Your zeyes are pools in aHeshbon,

by the gate of Bath-rabbim.

Your nose is like a tower of bLebanon,

which looks toward cDamascus.

5 Your head crowns you like eCarmel,

and your fflowing locks are like purple;

a king is held captive in the tresses.

 6 gHow beautiful and hpleasant you are,

O loved one, with all your delights![1]

7 Your stature is like a palm tree,

and your breasts are like its clusters.

8 I say I will climb the palm tree

and lay hold of its fruit.

Oh may your breasts be like iclusters of the vine,

and the scent of your breath like apples,

9 and your jmouth[2] like the best wine.

She

 It goes down smoothly for my beloved,

gliding over lips and teeth.[3]

 10 kI am my beloveds,

land his desire is for me.

The Bride Gives Her Love

 11 mCome, my beloved,

let us go out into the fields

and lodge in the villages;[4]

12 let us go out early to the vineyards

nand see whether the vines have budded,

whether othe grape blossoms have opened

and the pomegranates are in bloom.

There I will give you my love.

13 pThe mandrakes give forth fragrance,

and beside our doors are all choice fruits,

qnew as well as old,

which I have laid up for you, O my beloved.

Longing for Her Beloved

 SONG OF SOLOMON 8  Oh that you were like a brother to me

who nursed at my mothers breasts!

If I found you outside, I would kiss you,

and none would despise me.

2 I would lead you and rbring you

into the house of my mother

she who used to teach me.

I would give you sspiced wine to drink,

the juice of my pomegranate.

3 tHis left hand is under my head,

and his right hand embraces me!

4 I uadjure you, O vdaughters of Jerusalem,

wthat you not stir up or awaken love

until it pleases.

 5 xWho is that coming up from the wilderness,

leaning on her beloved?

 Under the apple tree I awakened you.

There your mother was in labor with you;

there she who bore you was in labor.

 6 Set me as a seal upon your heart,

as ya seal upon your arm,

for zlove is strong as death,

ajealousy[1] is fierce as the grave.[2]

Its flashes are flashes of fire,

the very bflame of the LORD.

7 Many waters cannot quench love,

neither can floods drown it.

If a man offered for love

all the wealth of his chouse,

he[3] would be utterly despised.

Final Advice

Others

 8 We have a little sister,

and she dhas no breasts.

What shall we do for our sister

on the day when she is spoken for?

9 If she is a wall,

we will build on her a battlement of silver,

but if she is a door,

we will enclose her with eboards of cedar.

She

 10 fI was a wall,

and my gbreasts were like towers;

then I was in his eyes

as one who finds[4] peace.

 11 Solomon had ha vineyard at Baal-hamon;

he ilet out the vineyard to jkeepers;

each one was to bring for its fruit ka thousand pieces of silver.

12 My vineyard, my very own, is before me;

you, O Solomon, may have the thousand,

and lthe keepers of the fruit two hundred.

He

 13 mO you who dwell in the gardens,

with ncompanions listening for your voice;

olet me hear it.

She

 14 pMake haste, my beloved,

and be qlike a gazelle

or a young stag

on rthe mountains of spices.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 The translators have added speaker identifications based on the gender and number of the Hebrew words

[2] 1:11 The Hebrew for you is feminine singular


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Probably a bulb, such as a crocus, asphodel, or narcissus

[2] 2:4 Hebrew the house of wine

[3] 2:7 That is, I put you on oath; so throughout the Song

[4] 2:12 Or pruning

[5] 2:15 Or jackals

[6] 2:16 Or he pastures his flock

[7] 2:17 Or mountains of Bether


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 3

[1] 3:7 That is, the couch on which servants carry a king

[2] 3:9 Or sedan chair


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 4

[1] 4:4 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[2] 4:8 Or Look


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 5

[1] 5:12 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 5:14 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 5:14 Hebrew lapis lazuli

[4] 5:16 Hebrew palate


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 6

[1] 6:2 Or to pasture his flock; also verse 3

[2] 6:12 Or chariots of Ammi-Nadib

[3] 6:13 Ch 7:1 in Hebrew

[4] 6:13 Or dance of Mahanaim


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 7

[1] 7:6 Or among delights

[2] 7:9 Hebrew palate

[3] 7:9 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew causing the lips of sleepers to speak

[4] 7:11 Or among the henna plants


Footnotes for Song of Solomon, Chapter 8

[1] 8:6 Or ardor

[2] 8:6 Hebrew as Sheol

[3] 8:7 Or it

[4] 8:10 Or brings out
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Isaiah

 ISAIAH 1 The avision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem bin the days of cUzziah, dJotham, eAhaz, and fHezekiah, kings of Judah.

The Wickedness of Judah

 2 gHear, O heavens, and give ear, O hearth;

for the LORD has spoken:

Children[1] ihave I reared and brought up,

but they have rebelled against me.

3 The ox jknows its owner,

and the donkey its masters crib,

but Israel does jnot know,

my people do not understand.

 4 Ah, sinful nation,

a people laden with iniquity,

koffspring of evildoers,

children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken the LORD,

they have ldespised mthe Holy One of Israel,

they are utterly nestranged.

 5 Why will you still be ostruck down?

Why will you pcontinue to rebel?

The whole head is sick,

and the whole heart faint.

6 qFrom the sole of the foot even to the head,

there is no soundness in it,

but bruises and sores

and raw wounds;

they are rnot pressed out or bound up

or softened with oil.

 7 sYour country lies desolate;

your cities are burned with fire;

in your very presence

foreigners devour your land;

it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.

8 And tthe daughter of Zion is left

like a ubooth in a vineyard,

like a lodge in a cucumber field,

like a besieged city.

 9 vIf the LORD of hosts

had not left us wa few survivors,

we should have been like xSodom,

and become like xGomorrah.

 10 Hear the word of the LORD,

you rulers of yzSodom!

Give ear to the teaching[2] of our God,

you people of zGomorrah!

11 aWhat to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?

says the LORD;

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams

and the fat of well-fed beasts;

I do not delight in the blood of bulls,

or of lambs, or of goats.

 12 When you come to bappear before me,

who has required of you

this trampling of my courts?

13 Bring no more vain offerings;

incense is an abomination to me.

cNew moon and Sabbath and the dcalling of convocations

I cannot endure einiquity and fsolemn assembly.

14 Your cnew moons and your appointed feasts

my soul hates;

they have become a burden to me;

I am weary of bearing them.

15 When you gspread out your hands,

I will hide my eyes from you;

heven though you make many prayers,

I will not listen;

iyour hands are full of blood.

16 jWash yourselves; make yourselves clean;

remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;

kcease to do evil,

17 learn to do good;

lseek justice,

correct oppression;

mbring justice to the fatherless,

plead the widows cause.

 18 Come now, nlet us reason[3] together, says the LORD:

though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be as owhite as snow;

though they are red like crimson,

they shall become like wool.

19 pIf you are willing and obedient,

you shall eat the good of the land;

20 but if you refuse and rebel,

you shall be eaten by the sword;

qfor the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

The Unfaithful City

 21 How the faithful city

rhas become a whore,[4]

sshe who was full of justice!

Righteousness lodged in her,

but now murderers.

22 tYour silver has become dross,

your best wine mixed with water.

23 Your princes are rebels

and companions of thieves.

Everyone uloves a bribe

and runs after gifts.

vThey do not bring justice to the fatherless,

and the widows cause does not come to them.

 24 Therefore the wLord declares,

the LORD of hosts,

the xMighty One of Israel:

Ah, I will get relief from my enemies

yand avenge myself on my foes.

25 zI will turn my hand against you

and will smelt away your adross as with lye

and remove all your alloy.

26 And I will restore your judges bas at the first,

and your counselors as at the beginning.

Afterward cyou shall be called the city of righteousness,

the faithful city.

 27 dZion shall be redeemed by justice,

and those in her who repent, by righteousness.

28 eBut rebels and sinners shall be broken together,

and those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed.

29 fFor they[5] shall be ashamed of gthe oaks

that you desired;

and you shall blush for hthe gardens

that you have chosen.

30 For you shall be ilike an oak

whose leaf withers,

and like a garden without water.

31 And the strong shall become jtinder,

and his work a spark,

and both of them shall burn together,

with knone to quench them.

The Mountain of the LORD

 ISAIAH 2 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

 2 lIt shall come to pass in the latter days

that mthe mountain of the house of the LORD

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

and shall be lifted up above the hills;

and nall the nations shall flow to it,

3 and omany peoples shall come, and say:

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.

For pout of Zion shall go the law,[1]

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

4 He shall judge between the nations,

and shall decide disputes for many peoples;

qand they shall beat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;

rnation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war anymore.

 5 O house of Jacob,

come, let us walk

in sthe light of the LORD.

The Day of the LORD

 6 For you have rejected your people,

the house of Jacob,

because they are full of things tfrom the east

and uof fortune-tellers vlike the Philistines,

and they wstrike hands with the children of foreigners.

7 Their land is xfilled with silver and gold,

and there is no end to their treasures;

their land is yfilled with horses,

and there is no end to their chariots.

8 Their land is zfilled with idols;

they bow down to athe work of their hands,

to what their own fingers have made.

9 So man bis humbled,

and each one bis brought low

do not forgive them!

10 cEnter into the rock

and hide in the dust

dfrom before the terror of the LORD,

and from the splendor of his majesty.

11 eThe haughty looks of man shall be brought low,

and the lofty pride of men shall be humbled,

and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.

 12 fFor the LORD of hosts has a day

against all that is proud and lofty,

against all that is lifted upand it shall be brought low;

13 against all the gcedars of Lebanon,

lofty and lifted up;

and against all the hoaks of Bashan;

14 against all ithe lofty mountains,

and against all the uplifted hills;

15 against every high tower,

and against every fortified wall;

16 against all jthe ships of Tarshish,

and against all the beautiful craft.

17 kAnd the haughtiness of man shall be humbled,

and the lofty pride of men shall be brought low,

and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.

18 lAnd the idols shall utterly pass away.

19 mAnd people shall enter the caves of the rocks

and the holes of the ground,[2]

from before the terror of the LORD,

and from the splendor of his majesty,

nwhen he rises to terrify the earth.

 20 In that day omankind will cast away

their idols of silver and their idols of gold,

which they made for themselves to worship,

to the moles and to the pbats,

21 mto enter the caverns of the rocks

and the clefts of the cliffs,

from before the terror of the LORD,

and from the splendor of his majesty,

nwhen he rises to terrify the earth.

22 qStop regarding man

rin whose nostrils is breath,

for of what account is he?

Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem

 ISAIAH 3  For behold, the sLord GOD of hosts

is taking away from Jerusalem and from Judah

support and supply,[1]

all tsupport of bread,

and all support of water;

2 uthe mighty man and the soldier,

the judge and the prophet,

the diviner and the elder,

3 the captain of fifty

and the man of rank,

the counselor and the skillful magician

and the expert in charms.

4 vAnd I will make boys their princes,

and infants[2] shall rule over them.

5 wAnd the people will oppress one another,

every one his fellow

and every one his neighbor;

the youth will be insolent to the elder,

and the despised to the honorable.

 6 For xa man will take hold of his brother

in the house of his father, saying:

You have a cloak;

you shall be our leader,

and this heap of ruins

shall be under your rule;

7 in that day he will speak out, saying:

I will not be a yhealer;[3]

in my house there is neither bread nor cloak;

you shall not make me

leader of the people.

8 For Jerusalem has stumbled,

and Judah has fallen,

because their zspeech and their deeds are against the LORD,

adefying his glorious presence.[4]

 9 For the look on their faces bears witness against them;

they proclaim their sin blike Sodom;

they do not hide it.

Woe to them!

cFor they have brought evil on themselves.

10 dTell the righteous that it shall be well with them,

efor they shall eat the fruit of their deeds.

11 fWoe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him,

for what his hands have dealt out shall be done to him.

12 My peopleginfants are their oppressors,

and women rule over them.

O my people, hyour guides mislead you

and they have swallowed up[5] the course of your paths.

 13 The LORD ihas taken his place to contend;

he stands to judge peoples.

14 The LORD will enter into judgment

with the jelders and princes of his people:

It is you who khave devoured[6] the vineyard,

lthe spoil of the poor is in your houses.

15 What do you mean by mcrushing my people,

by grinding the face of the poor?

declares the Lord GOD of hosts.

 16 The LORD said:

nBecause othe daughters of Zion are haughty

and walk with outstretched necks,

glancing wantonly with their eyes,

mincing along as they go,

ptinkling with their feet,

17 therefore the Lord qwill strike with a scab

the heads of othe daughters of Zion,

and the LORD will lay bare their secret parts.

 18In that day the Lord will take away rthe finery of the anklets, the sheadbands, and the tcrescents; 19the pendants, the bracelets, and the scarves; 20the uheaddresses, the armlets, the sashes, the perfume boxes, and the amulets; 21the signet rings and vnose rings; 22the wfestal robes, the mantles, the cloaks, and the handbags; 23the mirrors, the linen garments, the turbans, and the veils.

 24 Instead of xperfume there will be rottenness;

and instead of a ybelt, a rope;

and instead of zwell-set hair, abaldness;

and instead of a rich robe, a bskirt of sackcloth;

and cbranding instead of beauty.

25 Your men shall fall by the sword

and your mighty men in battle.

26 And dher gates shall lament and mourn;

empty, she shall esit on the ground.

 ISAIAH 4 fAnd seven women gshall take hold of fone man in that day, saying, We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; htake away our reproach.

The Branch of the LORD Glorified

 2In that day ithe branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious, and jthe fruit of the land shall be the pride and honor of the survivors of Israel. 3kAnd he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called lholy, everyone who has mbeen recorded for life in Jerusalem, 4when nthe Lord shall have washed away the filth of othe daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by pa spirit of burning.[1] 5Then the LORD will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies qa cloud by day, and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory there will be ra canopy. 6sThere will be a tbooth for shade by day from the heat, and ufor a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain.

The Vineyard of the LORD Destroyed

 ISAIAH 5  Let me sing for my beloved

my love song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had va vineyard

on a very fertile hill.

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,

and planted it with wchoice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it,

and hewed out a wine vat in it;

and xhe looked for it to yield grapes,

but it yielded wild grapes.

 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem

and men of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard.

4 yWhat more was there to do for my vineyard,

that I have not done in it?

xWhen I looked for it to yield grapes,

why did it yield wild grapes?

 5 And now I will tell you

what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove zits hedge,

and it shall be devoured;[1]

aI will break down its wall,

and it shall be trampled down.

6 I will make it a waste;

it shall not be pruned or hoed,

and bbriers and thorns shall grow up;

cI will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it.

 7 dFor the vineyard of the LORD of hosts

is the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah

are his pleasant planting;

and he looked for justice,

but behold, bloodshed;[2]

for righteousness,

but behold, an outcry![3]

Woe to the Wicked

 8 Woe to those who ejoin house to house,

who add field to field,

until there is no more room,

and you are made to dwell alone

in the midst of the land.

9 The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing:

fSurely many houses shall be desolate,

large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant.

10 gFor ten acres[4] of vineyard shall yield but one bath,

and a hhomer of seed shall yield but an ephah.[5]

 11 Woe to those who irise early in the morning,

that they may run after strong drink,

who tarry late into the evening

as wine inflames them!

12 jThey have lyre and harp,

tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts,

kbut they do not regard the deeds of the LORD,

or see the work of his hands.

 13 Therefore my people go into exile

lfor lack of knowledge;[6]

their mhonored men go hungry,[7]

and their multitude is parched with thirst.

14 Therefore Sheol has nenlarged its appetite

and opened oits mouth beyond measure,

and the nobility of Jerusalem[8] and her multitude will go down,

her revelers and he who pexults in her.

15 qMan is humbled, and each one is brought low,

and the eyes of the haughty[9] are brought low.

16 rBut the LORD of hosts is exalted[10] in justice,

and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness.

17 Then shall the lambs graze sas in their pasture,

and tnomads shall eat among the ruins of the rich.

 18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with ucords of falsehood,

who draw sin as with cart ropes,

19 who say: vLet him be quick,

let him speed his work

that we may see it;

let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near,

and let it come, that we may know it!

20 Woe to wthose who call evil good

and good evil,

xwho put darkness for light

and light for darkness,

who put bitter for sweet

and sweet for bitter!

21 Woe to those who are ywise in their own eyes,

and shrewd in their own sight!

22 Woe to those who are zheroes at drinking wine,

and valiant men in mixing strong drink,

23 who aacquit the guilty for a bribe,

and deprive the innocent of his right!

 24 Therefore, bas the tongue of fire devours the stubble,

and as dry grass sinks down in the flame,

so ctheir root will be das rottenness,

and their blossom go up like dust;

for they have erejected the law of the LORD of hosts,

and have fdespised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

25 Therefore gthe anger of the LORD was kindled against his people,

and he stretched out his hand against them and struck them,

and hthe mountains quaked;

and their corpses were ias refuse

in the midst of the streets.

jFor all this his anger has not turned away,

and his hand is stretched out still.

 26 He will kraise a signal for nations far away,

and lwhistle for them mfrom the ends of the earth;

and behold, quickly, speedily they come!

27 nNone is weary, none stumbles,

none slumbers or sleeps,

not a waistband is loose,

not a sandal strap broken;

28 otheir arrows are sharp,

all their bows bent,

their horses hoofs seem like flint,

and their wheels plike the whirlwind.

29 Their roaring is like a lion,

like young lions they roar;

they growl and qseize their prey;

they carry it off, and none can rescue.

30 They will growl over it on that day,

like the growling of the sea.

And if one looks to the land,

behold, rdarkness and distress;

and the light is darkened by its clouds.

Isaiahs Vision of the Lord

 ISAIAH 6 In the year that sKing Uzziah died I tsaw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train[1] of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each had usix wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said:

 uHoly, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

vthe whole earth is full of his glory![2]

 4And wthe foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and xthe house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: Woe is me! yFor I am lost; zfor I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the aKing, the LORD of hosts!

 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he btouched my mouth and said: Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.

Isaiahs Commission from the Lord

 8And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for cus? Then I said, Here I am! Send me. 9And he said, Go, and say to this people:

 dKeep on hearing,[3] but do not understand;

keep on seeing,[4] but do not perceive.

10 eMake the heart of this people fdull,[5]

and their ears heavy,

and blind their eyes;

glest they see with their eyes,

and hear with their ears,

and understand with their hearts,

and turn and be healed.

11 Then I said, hHow long, O Lord?

And he said:

Until icities lie waste

without inhabitant,

and houses without people,

and the land is a desolate waste,

12 and the LORD removes people far away,

and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.

13 jAnd though a tenth remain in it,

it will be burned[6] again,

like a terebinth or an oak,

whose stump kremains

when it is felled.

lThe holy seed[7] is its stump.

Isaiah Sent to King Ahaz

 ISAIAH 7 In the days of mAhaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, nRezin the king of Syria and nPekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount an attack against it. 2When the house of David was told, oSyria is in league with[1] pEphraim, the heart of Ahaz[2] and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind.

 3And the LORD said to Isaiah, Go out to meet Ahaz, you and qShear-jashub[3] your son, at the end of rthe conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washers Field. 4And say to him, sBe careful, tbe quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these two usmoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and vthe son of Remaliah. 5Because Syria, with Ephraim and vthe son of Remaliah, has devised evil against you, saying, 6Let us go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it[4] for ourselves, and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it, 7thus says the Lord GOD:

 wIt shall not stand,

and it shall not come to pass.

8 For the head of Syria is xDamascus,

and the head of Damascus is Rezin.

And within sixty-five years

Ephraim will be shattered from being a people.

9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria,

and the head of Samaria is ythe son of Remaliah.

zIf you[5] are not firm in faith,

you will not be firm at all.

The Sign of Immanuel

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11Ask aa sign of the LORD your[6] God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13And he[7] said, Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you bweary my God also? 14Therefore the cLord himself will give you a sign. dBehold, the evirgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name fImmanuel.[8] 15He shall eat gcurds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16hFor before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be ideserted. 17jThe LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your fathers house such days as have not come since the day that kEphraim departed from Judahthe king of Assyria.

 18In that day the LORD will lwhistle for the fly that is at the end of the streams of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19And they will all come and settle in the steep ravines, and min the clefts of the rocks, and on all the thornbushes, and on all the pastures.[9]

 20In that day nthe Lord will oshave with a razor that is phired beyond qthe Riverwith the king of Assyriathe head and the hair of the feet, and it will sweep away the beard also.

 21rIn that day a man will keep alive a young cow and two sheep, 22and because of the abundance of milk that they give, he will eat curds, for everyone who is left in the land will eat scurds and honey.

 23In that day every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand shekels[10] of silver, will become tbriers and thorns. 24uWith bow and arrows a man will come there, for all the land will be briers and thorns. 25vAnd as for all the hills that used to be hoed with a hoe, you will not come there for fear tof briers and thorns, but they will become a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread.

The Coming Assyrian Invasion

 ISAIAH 8 Then the LORD said to me, Take a large tablet wand write on it in common characters,[1] Belonging to Maher-shalal-hash-baz.[2] 2And xI will get reliable witnesses, yUriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah, to attest for me.

 3And I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, zCall his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 4afor before the boy knows how to cry My father or My mother, the awealth of bDamascus and the spoil of bSamaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria.

 5The LORD spoke to me again: 6Because this people has refused the waters of cShiloah that flow gently, and rejoice over dRezin and the son of Remaliah, 7therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up against them ethe waters of fthe River, mighty and many, the king of Assyria and all his glory. And it gwill rise over all its channels and go over all its banks, 8and it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass on, hreaching even to the neck, and its ioutspread wings will fill the breadth of your land, jO Immanuel.

 9 Be broken,[3] you peoples, and kbe shattered;[4]

give ear, all you far countries;

strap on your armor and be shattered;

strap on your armor and be shattered.

10 Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing;

speak a word, lbut it will not stand,

for God mis with us.[5]

Fear God, Wait for the LORD

 11For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and nwarned me not to walk in the way of this people, saying: 12Do not call oconspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and pdo not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. 13But the LORD of hosts, qhim you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 14And he will become a rsanctuary and sa stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15And many tshall stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.

 16Bind up uthe testimony; vseal the teaching[6] among my disciples. 17I will wwait for the LORD, who is xhiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. 18yBehold, I and zthe children whom the LORD has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19And when they say to you, Inquire of the amediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of bthe dead on behalf of the living? 20cTo the teaching and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no ddawn. 21They will pass through the land,[7] greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are hungry, they will be enraged and will speak contemptuously against[8] their king and their God, and turn their faces upward. 22eAnd they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be thrust into fthick darkness.

For to Us a Child Is Born

 ISAIAH 9 [1] But there will be no ggloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he hbrought into contempt the land of iZebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he jhas made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.[2]

 2 [3] iThe people kwho walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of ldeep darkness,

on them has light shone.

3 mYou have multiplied the nation;

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with njoy at the harvest,

as they oare glad pwhen they divide the spoil.

4 qFor the yoke of his burden,

rand the staff for his shoulder,

the rod of his oppressor,

you have broken as son the day of Midian.

5 tFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult

and every garment rolled in blood

will be burned as fuel for the fire.

6 uFor to us a child is born,

to us va son is given;

wand the government shall be xupon[4] his shoulder,

and his name shall be called[5]

Wonderful yCounselor, zMighty God,

aEverlasting bFather, Prince of cPeace.

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace

dthere will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it

ewith justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.

fThe zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Judgment on Arrogance and Oppression

 8 The Lord has sent a word against Jacob,

and it will fall on Israel;

9 and all the people will know,

gEphraim and the inhabitants of Samaria,

who say in pride and in arrogance of heart:

10 The bricks have fallen,

but we will build with dressed stones;

the sycamores have been cut down,

but we will put cedars in their place.

11 But the LORD raises the adversaries of Rezin against him,

and stirs up his enemies.

12 hThe Syrians on the east and ithe Philistines on the west

devour Israel with open mouth.

jFor all this his anger has not turned away,

and his hand is stretched out still.

 13 The people kdid not turn to him who struck them,

nor inquire of the LORD of hosts.

14 So the LORD cut off from Israel lhead and tail,

palm branch and reed in one day

15 mthe elder and honored man is the head,

and nthe prophet who teaches lies is the tail;

16 for those who guide this people have been leading them astray,

and those who are guided by them are swallowed up.

17 Therefore the Lord does not orejoice over their young men,

and has no compassion on their fatherless and widows;

for everyone is pgodless and an evildoer,

and every mouth speaks qfolly.[6]

jFor all this his anger has not turned away,

and his hand is stretched out still.

 18 For wickedness burns like ra fire;

it consumes briers and thorns;

it kindles the thickets of the forest,

and they roll upward in a column of smoke.

19 Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts

the land is scorched,

and sthe people are like fuel for the fire;

tno one spares another.

20 uThey slice meat on the right, but are still hungry,

and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied;

veach devours the flesh of his own arm,

21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim devours Manasseh;

together they are wagainst Judah.

xFor all this his anger has not turned away,

and his hand is stretched out still.

 ISAIAH 10  Woe to those who ydecree iniquitous decrees,

and the writers who zkeep writing oppression,

2 to turn aside the needy from justice

and ato rob the poor of my people of their right,

that widows may be their spoil,

and that they may make the fatherless their prey!

3 What will you do on bthe day of punishment,

in the ruin that will come cfrom afar?

To whom will you flee for help,

and where will you leave your wealth?

4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the prisoners

or fall among the slain.

dFor all this his anger has not turned away,

and his hand is stretched out still.

Judgment on Arrogant Assyria

 5 Ah, Assyria, ethe rod of my anger;

the staff in their hands is my fury!

6 Against a fgodless nation I send him,

and against the people of my wrath I command him,

to take gspoil and seize plunder,

and to htread them down like the mire of the streets.

7 But he idoes not so intend,

and his heart does not so think;

but it is in his heart to destroy,

and to cut off nations not a few;

8 for he says:

jAre not my commanders all kings?

9 kIs not lCalno like mCarchemish?

Is not nHamath like oArpad?

pIs not qSamaria like Damascus?

10 As my hand has reached to rthe kingdoms of the idols,

whose carved images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria,

11 shall I not do to Jerusalem and sher idols

tas I have done to Samaria and her images?

 12uWhen the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, vhe[1] will punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his eyes. 13wFor he says:

 By the strength of my hand I have done it,

and by my wisdom, for I have understanding;

I remove the boundaries of peoples,

and plunder their treasures;

like a bull I bring down those who sit on thrones.

14 My hand has found like a nest

the wealth of the peoples;

and as one gathers eggs that have been forsaken,

so I have gathered all the earth;

and there was none that moved a wing

or opened the mouth or chirped.

 15 Shall xthe axe boast over him who hews with it,

or the saw magnify itself against him who wields it?

As if a rod should wield him who lifts it,

or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood!

16 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts

will send wasting sickness among his ystout warriors,

and under his glory za burning will be kindled,

like the burning of fire.

17 aThe light of Israel will become a fire,

and bhis Holy One a flame,

and cit will burn and devour

his thorns and briers din one day.

18 The glory of ehis forest and of his ffruitful land

the LORD will destroy, both soul and body,

and it will be as when a sick man wastes away.

19 The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few

that a child can write them down.

The Remnant of Israel Will Return

 20gIn that day hthe remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more ilean on him who struck them, but jwill lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, kto the mighty God. 22lFor though your people Israel be as the sand of the sea, monly a remnant of them will return. nDestruction is decreed, overflowing with righteousness. 23For the Lord GOD of hosts will make a full end, as decreed, in the midst of all the earth.

 24Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: O my people, owho dwell in Zion, pbe not afraid of the Assyrians when they strike with the rod and lift up their staff against you as qthe Egyptians did. 25For rin a very little while my fury will come to an end, and my anger will be directed to their destruction. 26And sthe LORD of hosts will wield against them a whip, as when he struck tMidian uat the rock of Oreb. And his staff will be over the sea, and he will lift it vas he did in Egypt. 27And in that day whis burden will depart from your shoulder, and xhis yoke from your neck; and the yoke will be broken because of the fat.[2]

 28 He has come to Aiath;

he has passed through yMigron;

at Michmash he stores zhis baggage;

29 they have crossed over athe pass;

at bGeba they lodge for the night;

cRamah trembles;

dGibeah of Saul has fled.

30 Cry aloud, O daughter of eGallim!

Give attention, O Laishah!

O poor fAnathoth!

31 Madmenah is in flight;

the inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety.

32 This very day he will halt at gNob;

he will shake his fist

at the mount of hthe daughter of Zion,

the hill of Jerusalem.

 33 Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts

iwill lop jthe boughs with terrifying power;

the great in height will be hewn down,

and the lofty will be brought low.

34 He will cut down jthe thickets of the forest with an axe,

and kLebanon will fall by the Majestic One.

The Righteous Reign of the Branch

 ISAIAH 11  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of lJesse,

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

2 And mthe Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

nHe shall not judge by owhat his eyes see,

or decide disputes by owhat his ears hear,

4 but pwith righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

and he shall qstrike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and rwith the breath of his lips she shall kill the wicked.

5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,

and tfaithfulness the belt of his loins.

 6 uThe wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;

and a little child shall lead them.

7 The cow and the bear shall graze;

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adders den.

9 uThey shall not hurt or destroy

in all vmy holy mountain;

wfor the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea.

 10In that day xthe root of yJesse, who shall stand as za signal for the peoplesof him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

 11aIn that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, bfrom Assyria, bfrom Egypt, from cPathros, from dCush,[1] from eElam, from fShinar, from gHamath, and from hthe coastlands of the sea.

 12 He will raise za signal for the nations

and will assemble ithe banished of Israel,

and gather the dispersed of Judah

from the four corners of the earth.

13 jThe jealousy of Ephraim shall depart,

and those who harass Judah shall be cut off;

Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah,

and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.

14 kBut they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west,

and together they shall plunder lthe people of the east.

They shall put out their hand magainst nEdom and oMoab,

and pthe Ammonites shall obey them.

15 And the LORD will utterly destroy[2]

qthe tongue of the Sea of Egypt,

and will wave his hand over rthe River

with his scorching breath,[3]

and strike it into seven channels,

and he will lead people across in sandals.

16 And there will be sa highway from Assyria

for the remnant that remains of his people,

tas there was for Israel

when they came up from the land of Egypt.

The LORD Is My Strength and My Song

 ISAIAH 12  You[1] will say uin that day:

I will give thanks to you, O LORD,

for though you were angry with me,

vyour anger turned away,

that you might comfort me.

 2 Behold, God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid;

for wthe LORD GOD[2] is my strength and my song,

and he has become my salvation.

 3xWith joy you[3] will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4yAnd you will say in that day:

 zGive thanks to the LORD,

call upon his name,

amake known his deeds among the peoples,

proclaim bthat his name is exalted.

 5 cSing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;

let this be made known[4] in all the earth.

6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,

for great din your[5] midst is ethe Holy One of Israel.

The Judgment of Babylon

 ISAIAH 13 The oracle concerning fBabylon which gIsaiah the son of Amoz saw.

 2 On a bare hill hraise a signal;

cry aloud to them;

wave the hand for ithem to enter

the gates of the nobles.

3 I myself have commanded my consecrated ones,

and have summoned my mighty men to execute my anger,

my proudly exulting ones.[1]

 4 The sound jof a tumult is on the mountains

as of a great multitude!

The sound of an uproar of kingdoms,

of nations gathering together!

kThe LORD of hosts is mustering

a host for battle.

5 lThey come from a distant land,

from the end of the heavens,

the LORD and the weapons of his indignation,

to destroy the whole land.[2]

 6 mWail, for nthe day of the LORD is near;

as destruction from the Almighty[3] it will come!

7 Therefore all hands will be feeble,

and every human heart owill melt.

8 They will be dismayed:

ppangs and agony will seize them;

qthey will be in anguish like a woman in labor.

They will look aghast at one another;

their faces will be aflame.

 9 Behold, nthe day of the LORD comes,

cruel, with wrath and fierce anger,

to make the land a desolation

and rto destroy its sinners from it.

10 sFor the stars of the heavens and their constellations

will not give their light;

tthe sun will be dark at its rising,

and the moon will not shed its light.

11 I will punish uthe world for its evil,

and the wicked for their iniquity;

I will vput an end to the pomp of the arrogant,

wand lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless.

12 I will make xpeople more rare than fine gold,

and mankind than the ygold of Ophir.

13 Therefore zI will make the heavens tremble,

and the earth will be shaken out of its place,

at the wrath of the LORD of hosts

in the day of his fierce anger.

14 And like a hunted gazelle,

or like sheep with none to gather them,

aeach will turn to his own people,

and each will flee to his own land.

15 Whoever is found will be thrust through,

and whoever is caught will fall by the sword.

16 bTheir infants will be dashed in pieces

before their eyes;

their houses will be plundered

and their wives ravished.

 17 Behold, cI am stirring up the Medes against them,

who have no regard for silver

and do not delight in gold.

18 dTheir bows will slaughter[4] the young men;

they will have no mercy on the fruit of the womb;

their eyes will not pity children.

19 And Babylon, ethe glory of kingdoms,

the splendor and pomp of the Chaldeans,

will be flike Sodom and Gomorrah

when God overthrew them.

20 gIt will never be inhabited

or lived in for all generations;

no hArab will pitch his tent there;

no ishepherds will make their flocks lie down there.

21 But jwild animals will lie down there,

and their houses will be full of howling creatures;

there kostriches[5] will dwell,

and there wild goats will dance.

22 Hyenas[6] will cry in its towers,

and ljackals in mthe pleasant palaces;

its time is close at hand

and its days will not be prolonged.

The Restoration of Jacob

 ISAIAH 14 nFor the LORD will have compassion on Jacob and will again choose Israel, and owill set them in their own land, and psojourners will join them and will attach themselves to the house of Jacob. 2And qthe peoples will take them and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them in the LORDs land ras male and female slaves.[1] sThey will take captive those who were their captors, tand rule over those who oppressed them.

Israels Remnant Taunts Babylon

 3When the LORD has given you rest from your pain and turmoil and the hard service with which you were made to serve, 4you will take up this utaunt against the king of Babylon:

 How the oppressor has ceased,

vthe insolent fury[2] ceased!

5 The LORD has broken the wstaff of the wicked,

the wscepter of rulers,

6 xthat struck the peoples in wrath

with unceasing blows,

that ruled the nations in anger

with unrelenting persecution.

7 The whole earth is at rest and quiet;

ythey break forth into singing.

8 zaThe cypresses rejoice at you,

bthe cedars of Lebanon, saying,

Since you were laid low,

no woodcutter comes up against us.

9 Sheol beneath is stirred up

to meet you when you come;

it rouses the shades to greet you,

all who were leaders of the earth;

it raises from their thrones

all who were kings of the nations.

10 cAll of them will answer

and say to you:

You too have become as weak as we!

You have become like us!

11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol,

the sound of your harps;

maggots are laid as a bed beneath you,

and worms are your covers.

 12 How dyou are fallen from heaven,

O Day Star, eson of Dawn!

How you are cut down to the ground,

you who laid the nations low!

13 You said in your heart,

fI will ascend to heaven;

above the stars of God

gI will set my throne on high;

I will sit on the mount of assembly

in the far reaches of the north;[3]

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;

I will make myself like the Most High.

15 hBut you are brought down to Sheol,

to the far reaches of the pit.

16 Those who see you will stare at you

and ponder over you:

Is this ithe man who made the earth tremble,

who shook kingdoms,

17 who made the world like a desert

and overthrew its cities,

jwho did not let his prisoners go home?

18 All the kings of the nations lie in glory,

each in his own tomb;[4]

19 but you are cast out, away from your grave,

like a loathed branch,

kclothed with the slain, those pierced by the sword,

who go down to the stones of the pit,

like a dead body trampled underfoot.

20 You will not be joined with them in burial,

because you have destroyed your land,

you have slain your people.

 May lthe offspring of evildoers

nevermore be named!

21 Prepare slaughter for his sons

mbecause of the guilt of their fathers,

lest they rise and possess the earth,

and fill the face of the world with cities.

 22I will rise up against them, declares the LORD of hosts, and will cut off from Babylon name and nremnant, odescendants and posterity, declares the LORD. 23And I will make it a possession of the phedgehog,[5] and pools of water, and I will sweep it with the broom of destruction, declares the LORD of hosts.

An Oracle Concerning Assyria

 24 The LORD of hosts has sworn:

qAs I have planned,

so shall it be,

and as I have purposed,

so shall it stand,

25 that rI will break the Assyrian in my land,

and on my mountains trample him underfoot;

and shis yoke shall depart from them,

and shis burden from their shoulder.

 26 This is the purpose that is purposed

concerning the whole earth,

and this is tthe hand that is stretched out

over all the nations.

27 uFor the LORD of hosts has purposed,

and who will annul it?

tHis hand is stretched out,

and who will turn it back?

An Oracle Concerning Philistia

 28In the year that vKing Ahaz died came this woracle:

 29 Rejoice not, xO Philistia, all of you,

that ythe rod that struck you is broken,

for from the serpents root will come forth an adder,

and its fruit will be a zflying fiery serpent.

30 And the firstborn of athe poor will graze,

and athe needy lie down in safety;

but I will kill your root with famine,

and your remnant it will slay.

31 bWail, O cgate; cry out, O city;

melt in fear, xO Philistia, all of you!

dFor smoke comes out of the north,

and there is no straggler in his ranks.

 32 What will one answer the messengers of the nation?

eThe LORD has founded Zion,

and in her the afflicted of his people find refuge.

An Oracle Concerning Moab

 ISAIAH 15 An woracle concerning fMoab.

 Because gAr of Moab is laid waste in a night,

Moab is undone;

because hKir of Moab is laid waste in a night,

Moab is undone.

2 He has gone up to the temple,[1] and to iDibon,

to the high places[2] to weep;

over jNebo and over iMedeba

Moab kwails.

On every head is lbaldness;

every beard is shorn;

3 in the streets they wear sackcloth;

on the housetops and in the squares

everyone wails and melts in tears.

4 mHeshbon and mElealeh cry out;

their voice is heard as far as nJahaz;

therefore the armed men of Moab cry aloud;

his soul trembles.

5 My heart cries out for Moab;

her fugitives flee to Zoar,

to nEglath-shelishiyah.

For at the oascent of Luhith

they go up weeping;

on the road to oHoronaim

they raise a cry of destruction;

6 the waters of pNimrim

are a desolation;

the grass is withered, the vegetation fails,

the greenery is no more.

7 qTherefore the abundance they have gained

and what they have laid up

they carry away

over the Brook of the Willows.

8 For a cry has gone

around the land of Moab;

her wailing reaches to Eglaim;

her wailing reaches to Beer-elim.

9 For the waters of rDibon[3] are full of blood;

for I will bring upon Dibon even more,

sa lion for those of Moab who escape,

for the remnant of the land.

ISAIAH 16  tSend the lamb to the ruler of the land,

from uSela, by way of the desert,

to the mount of the daughter of Zion.

2 Like fleeing birds,

like a scattered nest,

so are the daughters of Moab

at vthe fords of the Arnon.

 3 Give counsel;

grant justice;

wmake your shade like night

at the height of noon;

shelter the outcasts;

do not reveal the fugitive;

4 let xthe outcasts of Moab

sojourn among you;

be a shelter to them[1]

from the destroyer.

When the oppressor is no more,

and destruction has ceased,

and he who tramples underfoot has vanished from the land,

5 ythen a throne will be established in steadfast love,

and on it will sit in faithfulness

in the tent of David

one who judges and seeks justice

and is swift to do righteousness.

 6 zWe have heard of the pride of Moab

how proud he is!

aof his arrogance, his pride, and his insolence;

in his idle boasting he is not right.

7 Therefore let Moab wail for Moab,

blet everyone wail.

Mourn, utterly stricken,

for the craisin cakes of dKir-hareseth.

 8 For the fields of Heshbon languish,

and ethe vine of Sibmah;

the lords of the nations

have struck down its branches,

which reached to Jazer

and strayed to the desert;

its shoots spread abroad

and passed over the sea.

9 Therefore fI weep with ethe weeping of Jazer

for the vine of Sibmah;

I drench you with my tears,

O Heshbon and Elealeh;

for over gyour summer fruit and your harvest

the shout has ceased.

10 hAnd joy and gladness are taken away from ithe fruitful field,

and in the vineyards no jsongs are sung,

no cheers are raised;

no ktreader treads out wine lin the presses;

I have put an end to the shouting.

11 Therefore mmy inner parts moan like a lyre for Moab,

and my inmost self for Kir-hareseth.

 12And when Moab presents himself, when nhe wearies himself on othe high place, when he comes to his sanctuary to pray, he will not prevail.

 13This is the word that the LORD spoke concerning Moab pin the past. 14But now the LORD has spoken, saying, In three years, qlike the years of a hired worker, the glory of Moab will be brought into contempt, in spite of all his great multitude, and those who remain will be rvery few and feeble.

	

An Oracle Concerning Damascus

 ISAIAH 17 An soracle concerning tDamascus.

 Behold, Damascus will cease to be a city

and will become a heap of ruins.

2 The cities of uAroer are deserted;

they will be for flocks,

which will lie down, and vnone will make them afraid.

3 The fortress will disappear from wEphraim,

and the kingdom from wDamascus;

and the remnant of Syria will be

like xthe glory of the children of Israel,

declares the LORD of hosts.

 4 And in that day xthe glory of Jacob will be brought low,

and ythe fat of his flesh will grow lean.

5 And it shall be zas when the reaper gathers standing grain

and his arm harvests the ears,

and as when one gleans the ears of grain

in athe Valley of Rephaim.

6 bGleanings will be left in it,

as when an olive tree is beaten

two or three berries

in the top of the highest bough,

four or five

on the branches of a fruit tree,

declares the LORD God of Israel.

 7cIn that day man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will look on the Holy One of Israel. 8dHe will not look to the altars, the work of his hands, and he will not look on what his own fingers have made, either the eAsherim or the altars of incense.

 9fIn that day their strong cities will be like the deserted places of the wooded heights and the hilltops, which they deserted because of the children of Israel, and there will be desolation.

 10 For gyou have forgotten the God of your salvation

and have not remembered the hRock of your refuge;

therefore, though you plant pleasant plants

and sow the vine-branch of a stranger,

11 though you make them grow[1] on the day that you plant them,

and make them blossom in the morning that you sow,

yet the harvest will flee away[2]

in a day of grief and incurable pain.

 12 Ah, ithe thunder of many peoples;

they thunder like the thundering of the sea!

Ah, the roar of nations;

they roar like the roaring of mighty waters!

13 jThe nations roar like the roaring of many waters,

kbut he will rebuke them, and they will flee far away,

chased llike chaff on the mountains before the wind

and mwhirling dust before the storm.

14 nAt evening time, behold, terror!

Before morning, they are no more!

This is the portion of those who loot us,

and the lot of those who plunder us.

An Oracle Concerning Cush

 ISAIAH 18  Ah, land of owhirring wings

that is beyond the rivers of pCush,[1]

2 which qsends ambassadors by the sea,

in vessels of papyrus on the waters!

Go, you swift messengers,

to a nation rtall and smooth,

to a people feared near and far,

a nation smighty and conquering,

whose land the rivers divide.

 3 All you inhabitants of the world,

you who dwell on the earth,

when ta signal is raised on the mountains, look!

When a trumpet is blown, hear!

4 For thus the LORD said to me:

I will quietly look ufrom my dwelling

like clear heat in sunshine,

like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.

5 vFor before the harvest, when the blossom is over,

and the flower becomes a ripening grape,

he cuts off the shoots with pruning hooks,

and the spreading branches he lops off and clears away.

6 vThey shall all of them be left

to the birds of prey of the mountains

and to the beasts of the earth.

And the birds of prey will summer on them,

and all the beasts of the earth will winter on them.

 7wAt that time tribute will be brought to the LORD of hosts

 from a people xtall and smooth,

from a people feared near and far,

a nation mighty and conquering,

whose land the rivers divide,

to yMount Zion, the place of the zname of the LORD of hosts.

An Oracle Concerning Egypt

 ISAIAH 19 An aoracle concerning bEgypt.

 Behold, the LORD cis riding on a swift cloud

and comes to Egypt;

and dthe idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence,

and the heart of the Egyptians will emelt within them.

2 And I will stir up Egyptians against Egyptians,

fand they will fight, each against another

and each against his neighbor,

city against city, kingdom against kingdom;

3 and the spirit of the Egyptians within them will be emptied out,

and I will confound[1] their gcounsel;

and they will inquire of the idols and the sorcerers,

and hthe mediums and the necromancers;

4 and I will give over the Egyptians

into the hand of ia hard master,

and a fierce king will rule over them,

declares the Lord GOD of hosts.

 5 And the waters of the sea will be dried up,

and the river will be dry and parched,

6 and its canals will become foul,

and the branches of Egypts Nile will diminish and dry up,

reeds and rushes will rot away.

7 There will be bare places by the Nile,

on the brink of the Nile,

and all that is sown by the Nile will be parched,

will be driven away, and will be no more.

8 The jfishermen will mourn and lament,

all who cast a hook in the Nile;

and they will languish

who spread nets on the water.

9 The workers in kcombed flax will be in despair,

and the weavers of white cotton.

10 Those who are the lpillars of the land will be crushed,

and all who mwork for pay will be grieved.

 11 The princes of nZoan are utterly foolish;

the wisest counselors of Pharaoh give stupid counsel.

How can you say to Pharaoh,

I am a son of the wise,

a son of ancient kings?

12 Where then are your owise men?

Let them tell you

that they might know what the LORD of hosts has purposed against Egypt.

13 The princes of nZoan have become fools,

and the princes of pMemphis are deluded;

those who are the qcornerstones of her tribes

have made Egypt stagger.

14 The LORD has mingled within her ra spirit of confusion,

and they will make Egypt stagger in all its deeds,

sas a drunken man staggers in his vomit.

15 And there will be nothing for Egypt

that thead or tail, palm branch or reed, may do.

Egypt, Assyria, Israel Blessed

 16In that day the Egyptians will be ulike women, and vtremble with fear before the hand that the LORD of hosts shakes over them. 17And the land of Judah will become a terror to the Egyptians. Everyone to whom it is mentioned will fear because of the purpose that the LORD of hosts has purposed against them.

 18wIn that day there will be xfive cities in the land of Egypt that yspeak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the LORD of hosts. One of these will be called the City of Destruction.[2]

 19In that day there will be an zaltar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a apillar to the LORD at its border. 20aIt will be a sign and a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt. When they cry to the LORD because of oppressors, bhe will send them a savior and defender, and deliver them. 21cAnd the LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians will know the LORD in that day dand worship with sacrifice and offering, and they will make vows to the LORD and perform them. 22eAnd the LORD will strike Egypt, striking and healing, and they will return to the LORD, and he will listen to their pleas for mercy and heal them.

 23fIn that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt into Assyria, gand the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.

 24In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, ha blessing in the midst of the earth, 25whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, Blessed be Egypt imy people, and Assyria jthe work of my hands, and kIsrael my inheritance.

A Sign Against Egypt and Cush

 ISAIAH 20 In the year that lthe commander in chief, who was sent by Sargon the king of Assyria, came to mAshdod and fought against it and captured it 2at that time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go, and loose the sackcloth from your waist and take off your sandals from your feet, and he did so, walking nnaked and barefoot.

 3Then the LORD said, As my servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot for three years oas a sign and a portent against Egypt and Cush,[1] 4so shall the pking of Assyria lead away the Egyptian captives and the Cushite exiles, both the young and the old, naked and barefoot, with buttocks uncovered, the nakedness of Egypt. 5qThen they shall be dismayed and ashamed because of Cush their hope and of Egypt their boast. 6And the inhabitants of rthis coastland will say in that day, Behold, this is what has happened to those in whom we hoped and sto whom we fled for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria! And we, how shall we escape?

Fallen, Fallen Is Babylon

 ISAIAH 21 The toracle concerning the wilderness of uthe sea.

 vAs whirlwinds in the Negeb sweep on,

it comes from the wilderness,

from a terrible land.

2 A stern vision is told to me;

wthe traitor betrays,

and the destroyer destroys.

Go up, O xElam;

lay siege, O yMedia;

all the zsighing she has caused

I bring to an end.

3 Therefore my loins are filled with anguish;

apangs have seized me,

like the pangs of a woman in labor;

I am bowed down so that I cannot hear;

I am dismayed so that I cannot see.

4 My heart staggers; horror has appalled me;

bthe twilight I longed for

has been turned for me into trembling.

5 cThey prepare the table,

they spread the rugs,[1]

they eat, they drink.

Arise, O princes;

doil the shield!

6 For thus the Lord said to me:

Go, set a watchman;

let him announce what he sees.

7 When he sees riders, horsemen in pairs,

riders on donkeys, riders on camels,

let him listen diligently,

very diligently.

8 Then he who saw cried out:[2]

eUpon a watchtower I stand, O Lord,

continually by day,

and at my post I am stationed

whole nights.

9 And behold, here come riders,

horsemen in pairs!

fAnd he answered,

gFallen, fallen is Babylon;

hand all the carved images of her gods

he has shattered to the ground.

10 O imy threshed and winnowed one,

what I have heard from the LORD of hosts,

the God of Israel, I announce to you.

 11The joracle concerning kDumah.

 One is calling to me from lSeir,

Watchman, what time of the night?

Watchman, what time of the night?

12 The watchman says:

Morning comes, and also mthe night.

If you will inquire, ninquire;

come back again.

 13The ooracle concerning pArabia.

 In the thickets in pArabia you will lodge,

O qcaravans of pDedanites.

14 To the thirsty bring water;

meet the fugitive with bread,

O inhabitants of the land of rTema.

15 For they have fled from the swords,

from the drawn sword,

from the bent bow,

and from the press of battle.

 16For thus the Lord said to me, Within a year, saccording to the years of a hired worker, all the glory of tKedar will come to an end. 17And the remainder of the archers of the mighty men of the sons of tKedar will be few, ufor the LORD, the God of Israel, has spoken.

An Oracle Concerning Jerusalem

 ISAIAH 22 The voracle concerning wthe valley of vision.

 What do you mean that you have gone up,

all of you, to the housetops,

2 you who are full of shoutings,

tumultuous city, xexultant town?

Your slain are ynot slain with the sword

or dead in battle.

3 zAll your leaders have fled together;

without the bow they were captured.

All of you who were found were captured,

though they had fled far away.

4 Therefore I said:

Look away from me;

alet me weep bitter tears;

do not labor to comfort me

concerning the destruction of the daughter of my people.

 5 bFor the Lord GOD of hosts has ca day

of tumult and dtrampling and econfusion

in wthe valley of vision,

a battering down of walls

and a shouting to the mountains.

6 And fElam bore the quiver

with chariots and horsemen,

and gKir uncovered the shield.

7 Your choicest valleys were full of chariots,

and the horsemen took their stand at the gates.

8 He has taken away hthe covering of Judah.

In that day you looked to ithe weapons of the House of the Forest, 9and you saw that jthe breaches of the city of David were many. kYou collected the waters of the lower pool, 10and you counted the houses of Jerusalem, and you broke down the houses to fortify the wall. 11kYou made a reservoir between lthe two walls for the water of mthe old pool. But nyou did not look to him who did it, or see him who planned it long ago.

 12 In that day othe Lord GOD of hosts

called for weeping and mourning,

for pbaldness and qwearing sackcloth;

13 and behold, joy and gladness,

killing oxen and slaughtering sheep,

eating flesh and drinking wine.

rLet us eat and drink,

for tomorrow we die.

14 The LORD of hosts shas revealed himself in my ears:

Surely tthis iniquity will not be atoned for you uuntil you die,

says the Lord GOD of hosts.

 15Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, Come, go to this steward, to vShebna, who is over the household, and say to him: 16What have you to do here, and whom have you here, wthat you have cut out here a tomb for yourself, you xwho cut out a tomb on the height and carve a dwelling for yourself in the rock? 17Behold, the LORD will hurl you away violently, O you strong man. yHe will seize firm hold on you 18and whirl you around and around, and throw you like a ball into a wide land. There you shall die, and there shall be zyour glorious chariots, you shame of your masters house. 19aI will thrust you from your office, and you will be pulled down from your station. 20In that day I will call my servant bEliakim the son of Hilkiah, 21and bI will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your sash on him, and will commit your authority to his hand. And he shall be ca father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 22And I will place don his shoulder ethe key of the house of David. fHe shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 23And I will fasten him glike a peg in a secure place, and he will become ha throne of honor to his fathers house. 24And they will hang on him the whole honor of his fathers house, the offspring and issue, every small vessel, from the cups to all the flagons. 25In that day, declares the LORD of hosts, gthe peg that was fastened in a secure place will give way, and it will be cut down and fall, and the load that was on it will be cut off, for the LORD has spoken.

An Oracle Concerning Tyre and Sidon

 ISAIAH 23 The ioracle concerning jTyre.

 Wail, O kships of Tarshish,

for Tyre is laid waste, lwithout house or harbor!

From mthe land of Cyprus[1]

it is revealed to them.

2 Be still, O inhabitants of the coast;

the merchants of nSidon, who cross the sea, have filled you.

3 And on many waters

your revenue was the grain of Shihor,

the harvest of the Nile;

you were othe merchant of the nations.

4 Be ashamed, O nSidon, for the sea has spoken,

the stronghold of the sea, saying:

I have neither labored nor given birth,

I have neither reared young men

nor brought up young women.

5 When the report comes to Egypt,

they will be in anguish[2] over the report about Tyre.

6 pCross over to Tarshish;

wail, O inhabitants of the coast!

7 Is this your exultant city

qwhose origin is from days of old,

whose feet carried her

to settle far away?

8 Who has purposed this

against Tyre, the bestower of crowns,

whose merchants were princes,

whose traders were the honored of the earth?

9 The LORD of hosts has purposed it,

rto defile the pompous pride of all glory,[3]

to dishonor all the honored of the earth.

10 Cross over your land like the Nile,

O daughter of Tarshish;

there is no restraint anymore.

11 sHe has stretched out his hand over the sea;

he has shaken the kingdoms;

the LORD has given command concerning Canaan

to destroy its strongholds.

12 And he said:

You will no more exult,

O oppressed virgin daughter of tSidon;

arise, ucross over to vCyprus,

even there you will have no rest.

 13Behold the land of wthe Chaldeans! This is the people that was not;[4] Assyria destined it for wild beasts. They erected xtheir siege towers, they stripped her palaces bare, they made her a ruin.

 14 yWail, O ships of Tarshish,

for your stronghold is laid waste.

 15In that day Tyre will be forgotten for zseventy years, like the days[5] of one king. At the end of zseventy years, it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the prostitute:

 16 Take a harp;

go about the city,

O forgotten prostitute!

Make sweet melody;

sing many songs,

that you may be remembered.

 17At the end of aseventy years, the LORD will visit Tyre, and she will return to her wages and bwill prostitute herself with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 18Her merchandise and her wages will be holy to the LORD. It will not be stored or hoarded, but her merchandise will supply abundant food and fine clothing for those who dwell before the LORD.

Judgment on the Whole Earth

 ISAIAH 24  Behold, cthe LORD will empty the earth[1] and make it desolate,

and he will twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants.

2 dAnd it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest;

as with the slave, so with his master;

as with the maid, so with her mistress;

eas with the buyer, so with the seller;

as with the lender, so with the borrower;

fas with the creditor, so with the debtor.

3 gThe earth shall be utterly empty and utterly plundered;

hfor the LORD has spoken this word.

 4 iThe earth mourns and withers;

the world languishes and withers;

the highest people of the earth languish.

5 The earth lies jdefiled

under its inhabitants;

for kthey have transgressed the laws,

violated the statutes,

broken the everlasting covenant.

6 Therefore la curse devours the earth,

and its inhabitants msuffer for their guilt;

therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched,

and few men are left.

7 nThe wine mourns,

the vine languishes,

all the merry-hearted sigh.

8 oThe mirth of the tambourines is stilled,

the noise of the jubilant has ceased,

the mirth of the lyre is stilled.

9 No more do they drink wine pwith singing;

strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.

10 qThe wasted city is broken down;

revery house is shut up so that none can enter.

11 sThere is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine;

tall joy has grown dark;

the gladness of the earth is banished.

12 Desolation is left in the city;

the gates are battered into ruins.

13 For thus it shall be in the midst of the earth

among the nations,

uas when an olive tree is beaten,

as at the gleaning when the grape harvest is done.

 14 They lift up their voices, they sing for joy;

over the majesty of the LORD they shout from the west.[2]

15 vTherefore in the east[3] give glory to the LORD;

in the coastlands of the sea, give glory to the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.

16 wFrom the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise,

of glory to xthe Righteous One.

But I say, I waste away,

I waste away. Woe is me!

For ythe traitors have betrayed,

with betrayal the traitors have betrayed.

 17 zTerror and the pit and the snare[4]

are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth!

18 zHe who flees at the sound of the terror

shall fall into the pit,

and he who climbs out of the pit

shall be caught in the snare.

For athe windows of heaven are opened,

and bthe foundations of the earth tremble.

19 The earth is utterly broken,

the earth is split apart,

the earth is violently shaken.

20 The earth cstaggers like a drunken man;

it sways like a hut;

dits transgression lies heavy upon it,

and it falls, and will not rise again.

 21 On that day the LORD will punish

the host of heaven, in heaven,

and ethe kings of the earth, on the earth.

22 fThey will be gathered together

as prisoners in a pit;

they will be shut up in a prison,

and after many days gthey will be punished.

23 hThen the moon will be confounded

and the sun ashamed,

for ithe LORD of hosts reigns

on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,

and his glory will be before his elders.

God Will Swallow Up Death Forever

 ISAIAH 25  O LORD, jyou are my God;

kI will exalt you; I will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things,

lplans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city ma heap,

the fortified city a ruin;

the foreigners palace is a city no more;

it will never be rebuilt.

3 nTherefore strong peoples will glorify you;

cities of ruthless nations will fear you.

4 oFor you have been a stronghold to the poor,

a stronghold to the needy in his distress,

pa shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat;

qfor the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall,

5 rlike heat in a dry place.

You subdue the noise of the foreigners;

as heat by the shade of a cloud,

so the song of the ruthless is put down.

 6 sOn this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,

tof rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.

7 And he will swallow up son this mountain

the covering that is cast over all peoples,

uthe veil that is spread over all nations.

8 vHe will swallow up death forever;

and wthe Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,

and xthe reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,

yfor the LORD has spoken.

9 It will be said on that day,

Behold, this is our God; zwe have waited for him, that he might save us.

This is the LORD; we have waited for him;

alet us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

10 For the hand of the LORD will rest son this mountain,

and bMoab shall be trampled down in his place,

as straw is trampled down in a dunghill.[1]

11 cAnd he will spread out his hands in the midst of it

as a swimmer spreads his hands out to swim,

but the LORD dwill lay low his pompous pride together with the skill[2] of his hands.

12 And the high fortifications of his walls he will bring down,

lay low, and cast to the ground, to the dust.

You Keep Him in Perfect Peace

 ISAIAH 26 In that day ethis song will be sung in the land of Judah:

 We have a strong city;

he sets up fsalvation

as walls and bulwarks.

2 gOpen the gates,

that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in.

3 hYou keep him in perfect peace

whose mind is stayed on you,

because he trusts in you.

4 Trust in the LORD forever,

for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.

5 iFor he has humbled

the inhabitants of the height,

the lofty city.

He lays it low, lays it low to the ground,

casts it to the dust.

6 The foot tramples it,

the feet of jthe poor,

the steps of jthe needy.

 7 The path of the righteous is level;

kyou make level the way of the righteous.

8 In the path of your judgments,

O LORD, we wait for you;

lyour name and lremembrance

are the desire of our soul.

9 My soul yearns for you in the night;

my spirit within me earnestly seeks you.

mFor when your judgments are in the earth,

the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.

10 nIf favor is shown to the wicked,

he does not learn righteousness;

in the land of uprightness he deals corruptly

and does not see the majesty of the LORD.

11 O LORD, oyour hand is lifted up,

but pthey do not see it.

Let them see your zeal for your people, and be ashamed.

Let qthe fire for your adversaries consume them.

12 O LORD, you will ordain rpeace for us,

for you have indeed done for us all our works.

13 O LORD our God,

sother lords besides you have ruled over us,

tbut your name alone we bring to remembrance.

14 They are dead, they will not live;

they are shades, they will not arise;

to that end you have visited them with destruction

and wiped out all remembrance of them.

15 uBut you have increased the nation, O LORD,

you have increased the nation; you are glorified;

vyou have enlarged all the borders of the land.

 16 O LORD, win distress they sought you;

they poured out a whispered prayer

when your discipline was upon them.

17 xLike a pregnant woman

who writhes and cries out in her pangs

when she is near to giving birth,

so were we because of you, O LORD;

18 xwe were pregnant, we writhed,

but we have given birth to wind.

We have accomplished no deliverance in the earth,

and the inhabitants of the world have not fallen.

19 yYour dead shall live; their bodies shall rise.

You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy!

For zyour dew is a dew of light,

and the earth will give birth to the dead.

 20 Come, my people, enter your chambers,

and shut your doors behind you;

hide yourselves afor a little while

until the fury has passed by.

21 bFor behold, the LORD is coming out from his place

to punish the inhabitants of cthe earth for their iniquity,

and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it,

and will no more cover its slain.

The Redemption of Israel

 ISAIAH 27 In that day the LORD with his hard and great and strong dsword will punish eLeviathan the fleeing serpent, eLeviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay fthe dragon that is in the sea.

 2 In that day,

gA pleasant vineyard,[1] hsing of it!

3 I, the LORD, am its keeper;

every moment I water it.

Lest anyone punish it,

I keep it night and day;

4 I have no wrath.

iWould that I had thorns and briers to battle!

I would march against them,

I would burn them up together.

5 Or let them lay hold of my protection,

let them make peace with me,

let them make peace with me.

 6 jIn days to come[2] Jacob shall take root,

Israel shall blossom and put forth shoots

and fill the whole world with fruit.

 7 kHas he struck them las he struck those who struck them?

Or have they been slain mas their slayers were slain?

8 nMeasure by measure,[3] by exile you contended with them;

ohe removed them with his fierce breath[4] in the day of the east wind.

9 Therefore by this pthe guilt of Jacob will be atoned for,

and this will be the full fruit of the removal of his sin:[5]

qwhen he makes all the stones of the altars

like chalkstones crushed to pieces,

no rAsherim or incense altars will remain standing.

10 sFor the fortified city is solitary,

a habitation deserted and forsaken, like the wilderness;

there the calf grazes;

there it lies down and strips its branches.

11 When its boughs are dry, they are broken;

women come and make a fire of them.

tFor this is a people without discernment;

therefore he who made them will not have compassion on them;

he who formed them will show them no favor.

 12In that day ufrom the river Euphrates[6] to the Brook of Egypt the LORD will thresh out the grain, and you will be gleaned one by one, O people of Israel. 13And in that day va great trumpet will be blown, wand those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those who were driven out to the land of Egypt xwill come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

Judgment on Ephraim and Jerusalem

 ISAIAH 28  Ah, the proud crown of ythe drunkards of Ephraim,

and the fading flower of its glorious beauty,

which is on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine!

2 Behold, the Lord has zone who is mighty and strong;

like a storm of hail, a destroying tempest,

like aa storm of mighty, overflowing waters,

he casts down to the earth with his hand.

3 bThe proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim

will be trodden underfoot;

4 cand the fading flower of its glorious beauty,

which is on the head of the rich valley,

will be like da first-ripe fig before the summer:

when someone sees it, he swallows it

as soon as it is in his hand.

 5 eIn that day the LORD of hosts will be a crown of glory,[1]

and a diadem of beauty, to the remnant of his people,

6 and fa spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment,

and gstrength to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

 7 hThese also reel with wine

and istagger with strong drink;

the priest and jthe prophet reel with strong drink,

they are swallowed by[2] wine,

they stagger with strong drink,

they reel in vision,

they stumble in giving judgment.

8 For all tables are full of filthy vomit,

with no space left.

 9 kTo whom will he teach knowledge,

and to whom will he explain the message?

Those who are weaned from the milk,

those taken from the breast?

10 For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept,

line upon line, line upon line,

here a little, there a little.

 11 lFor by people of strange lips

and with a foreign tongue

the LORD will speak to this people,

12 to whom he has said,

mThis is rest;

give rest to the weary;

and this is repose;

yet they would not hear.

13 And the word of the LORD will be to them

precept upon precept, precept upon precept,

line upon line, line upon line,

here a little, there a little,

nthat they may go, and fall backward,

and be broken, and snared, and taken.

A Cornerstone in Zion

 14 Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you oscoffers,

who rule this people in Jerusalem!

15 Because you have said, We have made a covenant with death,

and with Sheol we have an agreement,

when the poverwhelming whip passes through

it will not come to us,

for we have made qlies our refuge,

and in falsehood we have taken shelter;

16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD,

rBehold, I am the one who has laid[3] as a foundation sin Zion,

a stone, a tested stone,

a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation:

Whoever believes will not be in haste.

17 And I will make justice tthe line,

and righteousness tthe plumb line;

and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,

and waters will overwhelm the shelter.

18 Then uyour covenant with death will be annulled,

and your agreement with Sheol will not stand;

when the overwhelming scourge passes through,

you will be beaten down by it.

19 As often as it passes through it will take you;

vfor morning by morning it will pass through,

by day and by night;

and it will be wsheer terror to understand the message.

20 For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on,

and the covering too narrow to wrap oneself in.

21 For the LORD will rise up xas on Mount Perazim;

yas in the Valley of zGibeon he will be roused;

to do his deedstrange is his deed!

and to work his workalien is his work!

22 Now therefore do not ascoff,

lest your bonds be made strong;

for I have heard ba decree of destruction

from the Lord GOD of hosts against the whole land.

 23 Give ear, and hear my voice;

give attention, and hear my speech.

24 Does he who plows for sowing plow continually?

Does he continually open and harrow his ground?

25 cWhen he has leveled its surface,

does he not scatter dill, sow cumin,

and put in wheat in rows

and barley in its proper place,

and emmer[4] as the border?

26 dFor he is rightly instructed;

his God teaches him.

 27 Dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge,

nor is a cart wheel rolled over cumin,

but dill is beaten out with a stick,

and cumin with a rod.

28 Does one crush grain for bread?

No, he does not thresh it forever;[5]

when he drives his cart wheel over it

with his horses, he does not crush it.

29 This also comes from the LORD of hosts;

he is ewonderful in counsel

and excellent in wisdom.

The Siege of Jerusalem

 ISAIAH 29  Ah, Ariel, Ariel,

the city fwhere David encamped!

Add year to year;

let the feasts run their round.

2 Yet I will distress Ariel,

and there shall be moaning and lamentation,

and she shall be to me like an Ariel.[1]

3 gAnd I will encamp against you all around,

and will besiege you hwith towers

and I will raise siegeworks against you.

4 iAnd you will be brought low; from the earth you shall speak,

and from the dust your speech will be bowed down;

your voice shall come from the ground like jthe voice of a ghost,

and from the dust your speech shall whisper.

 5 But the multitude of your foreign foes shall be like ksmall dust,

and the multitude of the ruthless like passing chaff.

lAnd in an instant, suddenly,

6 myou will be visited by the LORD of hosts

with thunder and with earthquake and great noise,

with whirlwind and tempest, and the flame of a devouring fire.

7 And nthe multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel,

all that fight against her and her stronghold and distress her,

shall be olike a dream, a vision of the night.

8 pAs when a hungry man dreams, and behold, he is eating

and awakes with his hunger not satisfied,

or as when a thirsty man dreams, and behold, he is drinking

and awakes faint, with his thirst not quenched,

so shall the multitude of all the nations be

that fight against Mount Zion.

 9 Astonish yourselves[2] and be astonished;

blind yourselves and be blind!

Be drunk, but not with wine;

rstagger, but not with strong drink!

10 sFor the LORD has poured out upon you

a spirit of deep sleep,

and has closed your eyes (the prophets),

and covered your heads (the seers).

 11And the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book that is tsealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying, Read this, he says, I cannot, for it is sealed. 12And when they give the book to one who cannot read, saying, Read this, he says, I cannot read.

 13 And the Lord said:

Because uthis people vdraw near with their mouth

and honor me with their lips,

while their hearts are far from me,

and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men,

14 therefore, behold, wI will again

do wonderful things with this people,

with wonder upon wonder;

and xthe wisdom of their wise men shall perish,

and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.

 15 Ah, yyou who hide deep from the LORD your counsel,

whose deeds are zin the dark,

and who say, Who sees us? Who knows us?

16 aYou turn things upside down!

Shall the potter be regarded as the clay,

that the thing made should say of its maker,

He did not make me;

or the thing formed say of him who formed it,

He has no understanding?

 17 Is it not yet a very little while

buntil Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field,

and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest?

18 In that day cthe deaf shall hear

dthe words of a book,

and out of their gloom and darkness

ethe eyes of the blind shall see.

19 fThe meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD,

and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.

20 For the ruthless shall come to nothing

and gthe scoffer cease,

and all who watch to do evil shall be cut off,

21 who by a word make a man out to be an offender,

and hlay a snare for him who reproves in the gate,

and with an empty plea iturn aside him who is in the right.

 22Therefore thus says the LORD, jwho redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob:

 Jacob shall no more be ashamed,

no more shall his face grow pale.

23 For when he sees his children,

kthe work of my hands, in his midst,

they will sanctify my name;

lthey will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob

and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.

24 And those mwho go astray in spirit will come to understanding,

and those who murmur will accept instruction.

Do Not Go Down to Egypt

 ISAIAH 30  Ah, nstubborn children, declares the LORD,

owho carry out a plan, but not mine,

and who make pan alliance,[1] but not of my Spirit,

that they may add sin to sin;

2 qwho set out to go down to Egypt,

without asking for my direction,

to take refuge in the protection of Pharaoh

and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!

3 rTherefore shall the protection of Pharaoh turn to your shame,

and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt to your humiliation.

4 For though his officials are at sZoan

and this envoys reach uHanes,

5 everyone comes to shame

through va people that cannot profit them,

that brings neither help nor profit,

but shame and disgrace.

 6An woracle on xthe beasts of ythe Negeb.

 Through a land of trouble and anguish,

from where come the lioness and the lion,

the adder and the zflying fiery serpent,

they carry their riches on the backs of donkeys,

and their treasures on the humps of camels,

to a people that cannot profit them.

7 Egypts ahelp is worthless and empty;

therefore I have called her

bRahab who sits still.

A Rebellious People

 8 And now, go, cwrite it before them on a tablet

and inscribe it in a book,

that it may be for the time to come

as a witness forever.[2]

9 dFor they are a rebellious people,

lying children,

children unwilling to hear

the instruction of the LORD;

10 ewho say to fthe seers, Do not see,

and to the prophets, Do not prophesy to us what is right;

speak to us gsmooth things,

prophesy illusions,

11 leave the way, turn aside from the path,

let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.

12 Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel,

Because you despise this word

and trust in hoppression and perverseness

and rely on them,

13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you

ilike a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse,

whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant;

14 and its breaking is jlike that of a potters vessel

that is smashed so ruthlessly

that among its fragments not a shard is found

with which to take fire from the hearth,

or to dip up water out of the cistern.

 15 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel,

In kreturning[3] and lrest you shall be saved;

in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.

But you were unwilling, 16and you said,

No! We will flee upon mhorses;

therefore you shall flee away;

and, We will ride upon swift steeds;

therefore your pursuers shall be swift.

17 nA thousand shall flee at the threat of one;

at the threat of five you shall flee,

till you are left

like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,

like a signal on a hill.

The LORD Will Be Gracious

 18 Therefore the LORD owaits to be gracious to you,

and therefore he pexalts himself to show mercy to you.

For the LORD is a God of justice;

qblessed are all those who wait for him.

 19For a people shall dwell rin Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 20And though the Lord give you the sbread of adversity and the swater of affliction, tyet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 21uAnd your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, This is vthe way, walk in it, when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 22Then you will defile your carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. wYou will scatter them as unclean things. You will say to them, Be gone!

 23xAnd he will give yrain for the seed with which you sow the ground, and bread, the produce of the ground, which will be rich and plenteous. zIn that day your livestock will graze in large pastures, 24and athe oxen and the donkeys that work the ground will eat seasoned fodder, which has been winnowed with shovel and fork. 25And bon every lofty mountain and every high hill there will be brooks running with water, in the day of the great slaughter, cwhen the towers fall. 26dMoreover, the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day when ethe LORD binds up fthe brokenness of his people, and heals the wounds inflicted by his blow.

 27 Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar,

burning with his anger, and in thick rising smoke;[4]

his lips are full of fury,

and his tongue is like a devouring fire;

28 ghis breath is hlike an overflowing stream

that reaches up to the neck;

to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction,

and to place on the jaws of the peoples ia bridle that leads astray.

 29You shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept, and gladness of heart, jas when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go to kthe mountain of the LORD, to lthe Rock of Israel. 30And the LORD mwill cause his majestic voice to be heard and the descending blow of his arm to be seen, in furious anger nand a flame of devouring fire, with a cloudburst oand storm and hailstones. 31The Assyrians will be terror-stricken at the voice of the LORD, pwhen he strikes with his rod. 32And every stroke of the appointed staff that the LORD lays on them qwill be to the sound of tambourines and lyres. rBattling with brandished arm, he will fight with them. 33For sa burning place[5] has long been prepared; indeed, for the king it is made ready, tits pyre made deep and wide, with fire and wood in abundance; uthe breath of the LORD, like a stream of sulfur, kindles it.

Woe to Those Who Go Down to Egypt

 ISAIAH 31  Woe to vthose who go down to Egypt for help

and rely on horses,

who wtrust in chariots because they are many

and in horsemen because they are very strong,

but xdo not look to the Holy One of Israel

or consult the LORD!

2 And yyet he is wise and brings disaster;

zhe does not call back his words,

but awill arise against the house of the evildoers

and against the helpers of bthose who work iniquity.

3 The Egyptians are man, and not God,

and their horses care flesh, and not spirit.

When the LORD stretches out his hand,

the helper will stumble, and he who is helped will fall,

and they will all perish together.

 4 For thus the LORD said to me,

dAs a lion or a young lion growls over his prey,

and when a band of shepherds is called out against him

he is not terrified by their shouting

or daunted at their noise,

eso the LORD of hosts will come down

to fight[1] on Mount Zion and on its hill.

5 fLike birds hovering, so the LORD of hosts

will protect Jerusalem;

he will protect and deliver it;

he will spare and rescue it.

 6gTurn to him from whom people[2] have hdeeply revolted, O children of Israel. 7For in that day ieveryone shall cast away his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which your hands have sinfully made for you.

 8 jAnd the Assyrian shall fall by a sword, not of man;

and a sword, not of man, shall devour him;

and he shall flee from the sword,

and his young men shall be kput to forced labor.

9 lHis rock shall pass away in terror,

and his officers desert the standard in panic,

declares the LORD, whose mfire is in Zion,

and whose nfurnace is in Jerusalem.

A King Will Reign in Righteousness

 ISAIAH 32  Behold, oa king will reign in righteousness,

and princes will rule in justice.

2 pEach will be like a hiding place from the wind,

a shelter from the storm,

qlike streams of water in a dry place,

like the shade of a great rock in a weary land.

3 rThen the eyes of those who see will not be closed,

and the ears of those who hear will give attention.

4 The heart of the hasty will understand and know,

sand the tongue of the stammerers will hasten to speak distinctly.

5 tThe fool will no more be called noble,

nor the scoundrel said to be honorable.

6 For uthe fool speaks folly,

and his heart is busy with iniquity,

to practice ungodliness,

to utter error concerning the LORD,

vto leave the craving of the hungry unsatisfied,

and to deprive the thirsty of drink.

7 As for the scoundrelwhis devices are evil;

he plans wicked schemes

to ruin the poor with lying words,

even when the plea of the needy is right.

8 But he who is noble plans noble things,

and on noble things he stands.

Complacent Women Warned of Disaster

 9 xRise up, you women ywho are at ease, hear my voice;

you complacent daughters, give ear to my speech.

10 In little more than a year

you will shudder, you complacent women;

for the grape harvest fails,

the fruit harvest will not come.

11 Tremble, you women ywho are at ease,

shudder, you complacent ones;

zstrip, and make yourselves bare,

aand tie sackcloth around your waist.

12 bBeat your breasts for the pleasant fields,

for the fruitful vine,

13 cfor the soil of my people

growing up in thorns and briers,

dyes, for all the joyous houses

in the exultant city.

14 For the palace is forsaken,

the populous city deserted;

the hill and the watchtower

will become dens forever,

ea joy of wild donkeys,

a pasture of flocks;

15 until fthe Spirit is poured upon us from on high,

and gthe wilderness becomes a fruitful field,

and the fruitful field is deemed a forest.

16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness,

and righteousness abide in the fruitful field.

17 hAnd the effect of righteousness will be peace,

and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust[1] forever.

18 My people will abide in a peaceful habitation,

in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.

19 iAnd it will hail when the forest falls down,

jand the city will be utterly laid low.

20 kHappy are you who sow beside all waters,

who let the feet of the ox and the donkey range free.

O LORD, Be Gracious to Us

 ISAIAH 33  lAh, you destroyer,

who yourself have not been destroyed,

you traitor,

whom none has betrayed!

When you have ceased to destroy,

you will be destroyed;

and when you have finished betraying,

they will betray you.

 2 O LORD, be gracious to us; mwe wait for you.

Be our arm every morning,

our salvation in the time of trouble.

3 nAt the tumultuous noise peoples flee;

when you lift yourself up, nations are scattered,

4 and your spoil is gathered as the caterpillar gathers;

oas locusts leap, it is leapt upon.

 5 pThe LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high;

he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness,

6 qand he will be the stability of your times,

abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge;

the fear of the LORD is Zions[1] treasure.

 7 Behold, their heroes cry in the streets;

rthe envoys of peace weep bitterly.

8 sThe highways lie waste;

the traveler ceases.

tCovenants are broken;

cities[2] are despised;

there is no regard for man.

9 uThe land mourns and languishes;

Lebanon is confounded and withers away;

Sharon is like a desert,

and Bashan and Carmel shake off their leaves.

 10 vNow I will arise, says the LORD,

now I will lift myself up;

now I will be exalted.

11 wYou conceive chaff; you give birth to stubble;

your breath is xa fire that will consume you.

12 And the peoples will be as if burned to lime,

xlike thorns cut down, that are burned in the fire.

 13 Hear, you who are far off, what I have done;

and you who are near, acknowledge my might.

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;

trembling has seized the godless:

yWho among us can dwell zwith the consuming fire?

Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?

15 aHe who walks righteously and speaks uprightly,

who despises the gain of oppressions,

who shakes his hands, lest they hold a bribe,

who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed

band shuts his eyes from looking on evil,

16 he will dwell on the heights;

his place of defense will be the fortresses of rocks;

chis bread will be given him; his water will be sure.

 17 dYour eyes will behold the king in his beauty;

ethey will see a land that stretches afar.

18 fYour heart will muse on the terror:

Where is he who counted, where is ghe who weighed the tribute?

Where is hhe who counted the towers?

19 iYou will see no more the insolent people,

the people jof an obscure speech that you cannot comprehend,

stammering in a tongue that you cannot understand.

20 Behold Zion, the city of our appointed feasts!

kYour eyes will see Jerusalem,

an untroubled habitation, an limmovable tent,

whose stakes will never be plucked up,

nor will any of its cords be broken.

21 But there the LORD in majesty will be for us

a place of mbroad rivers and streams,

nwhere no galley with oars can go,

nor majestic ship can pass.

22 For the LORD is our ojudge; the LORD is our plawgiver;

the LORD is our qking; he will save us.

 23 Your cords hang loose;

they cannot hold the mast firm in its place

or keep the sail spread out.

rThen prey and spoil in abundance will be divided;

even sthe lame will take the prey.

24 And no inhabitant will say, tI am sick;

uthe people who dwell there will be forgiven their iniquity.

	

Judgment on the Nations

 ISAIAH 34  Draw near, vO nations, to hear,

and give attention, O peoples!

Let the earth hear, and all that fills it;

the world, and all that comes from it.

2 For the LORD is enraged against all the nations,

and furious against all their host;

he has wdevoted them to destruction,[1] has given them over for slaughter.

3 Their slain shall be cast out,

and xthe stench of their corpses shall rise;

ythe mountains shall flow with their blood.

4 zAll the host of heaven shall rot away,

and the skies roll up like a scroll.

All their host shall fall,

as leaves fall from the vine,

like leaves falling from the fig tree.

 5 For my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens;

behold, it descends for judgment upon aEdom,

upon the people bI have devoted to destruction.

6 The LORD has a sword; it is sated with blood;

it is gorged with fat,

with the blood of lambs and goats,

with the fat of the kidneys of rams.

cFor the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah,

a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

7 dWild oxen shall efall with them,

and fyoung steers with fthe mighty bulls.

Their land shall drink its fill of blood,

and their soil shall be gorged with fat.

 8 gFor the LORD has a day of vengeance,

a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.

9 hAnd the streams of Edom[2] shall be turned into pitch,

and her soil into sulfur;

her land shall become burning pitch.

10 Night and day iit shall not be quenched;

jits smoke shall go up forever.

kFrom generation to generation it shall lie waste;

none shall pass through it forever and ever.

11 lBut the hawk and the porcupine[3] shall possess it,

the owl and the raven shall dwell in it.

mHe shall stretch the line of nconfusion[4] over it,

and the plumb line of emptiness.

12 Its noblesthere is no one there to call it a kingdom,

and all its princes shall be nothing.

 13 oThorns shall grow over its strongholds,

nettles and thistles in its fortresses.

It shall be the haunt of pjackals,

an abode for ostriches.[5]

14 qAnd wild animals shall meet with hyenas;

the wild goat shall cry to his fellow;

indeed, there the night bird[6] settles

and finds for herself a resting place.

 15 There the owl nests and lays

and hatches and gathers her young in her shadow;

indeed, there rthe hawks are gathered,

each one with her mate.

16 Seek and read from the book of the LORD:

Not one of these shall be missing;

none shall be without her mate.

For the mouth of the LORD has commanded,

and his Spirit has gathered them.

17 sHe has cast the lot for them;

his hand has portioned it out to them with the line;

they shall possess it forever;

from generation to generation they shall dwell in it.

The Ransomed Shall Return

 ISAIAH 35  tThe wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;

uthe desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;

2 it shall blossom abundantly

and rejoice with joy and singing.

vThe glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of wCarmel and xSharon.

yThey shall see the glory of the LORD,

the majesty of our God.

 3 zStrengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

4 Say to those who have an anxious heart,

Be strong; fear not!

aBehold, your God

will come with vengeance,

with the recompense of God.

He will come and save you.

 5 bThen the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

6 bthen shall the lame man leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

cFor waters break forth in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert;

7 dthe burning sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;

in the haunt of ejackals, where they lie down,

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

 8 fAnd a highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;

gthe unclean shall not pass over it.

It shall belong to those who walk on the way;

even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.[1]

9 No lion shall be there,

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,

but the redeemed shall walk there.

10 hAnd the ransomed of the LORD shall return

and come to Zion with singing;

ieverlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain gladness and joy,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Sennacherib Invades Judah

 ISAIAH 36 jIn the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, kSennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them. 2lAnd the king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh[1] from mLachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem, with a great army. And he stood nby the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washers Field. 3And there came out to him oEliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and oShebna the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder.

 4And the Rabshakeh said to them, Say to Hezekiah, Thus says the pgreat king, the king of Assyria: On what do you rest this trust of yours? 5Do you think that mere words are strategy and power for war? In whom do you now trust, that you have rebelled against me? 6qBehold, you are trusting in Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, which will pierce the hand of any man who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him. 7But if you say to me, We trust in the LORD our God, is it not he rwhose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to Jerusalem, You shall worship before this altar? 8Come now, make a wager with my master the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set riders on them. 9How then can you repulse sa single captain among the least of my masters servants, when tyou trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10Moreover, is it without the LORD that I have come up against this land to destroy it? uThe LORD said to me, Go up against this land and destroy it.

 11Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, Please speak to your servants vin Aramaic, for we understand it. Do not speak to us in the language of Judah within the hearing of the people who are on the wall. 12But the Rabshakeh said, Has my master sent me to speak these words to your master and to you, and not to the men sitting on the wall, who are doomed with you to eat their own dung and drink their own urine?

 13Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of Judah: Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria! 14Thus says the king: wDo not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you. 15Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD by saying, The LORD will surely deliver us. This city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 16Do not listen to Hezekiah. For thus says the king of Assyria: Make your peace with me[2] and come out to me. Then each one of you will eat of his own vine, and each one of his own fig tree, and each one of you will drink the water of his own cistern, 17until xI come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18Beware lest Hezekiah mislead you by saying, The LORD will deliver us. Has any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 19yWhere are the gods of zHamath and zArpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? aHave they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 20bWho among all the gods of these lands have delivered their lands out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?

 21But they were silent and answered him not a word, for the kings command was, Do not answer him. 22cThen Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Hezekiah Seeks Isaiahs Help

 ISAIAH 37 dAs soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet eIsaiah the son of Amoz. 3They said to him, Thus says Hezekiah, This day is a fday of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; gchildren have come to the point of birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth. 4hIt may be that the LORD your God will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for ithe remnant that is left.

 5When the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah, 6Isaiah said to them, Say to your master, Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the young men of the king of Assyria have reviled me. 7Behold, jI will put a spirit in him, so that khe shall hear a rumor and return to his own land, and lI will make him fall by the sword in his own land.

 8The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria fighting against mLibnah, for he had heard that the king had left mLachish. 9Now the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of nCush,[1] He has set out to fight against you. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10Thus shall you speak to Hezekiah king of Judah: oDo not let your God in whom you trust deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, devoting them to destruction. And shall you be delivered? 12pHave the gods of the nations delivered them, the nations that my fathers destroyed, qGozan, rHaran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar? 13pWhere is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah?

Hezekiahs Prayer for Deliverance

 14Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 16O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, senthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; tyou have made heaven and earth. 17uIncline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear vall the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock the living God. 18Truly, O LORD, wthe kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their lands, 19and have cast their gods into the fire. For they were no gods, but the work of mens hands, wood and stone. Therefore they were destroyed. 20So now, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are the LORD.

Sennacheribs Fall

 21Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Because you have prayed to me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22this is the word that the LORD has spoken concerning him:

 She despises you, she scorns you

xthe virgin daughter of Zion;

she wags her head behind you

the daughter of Jerusalem.

 23 Whom have you mocked and reviled?

Against whom have you raised your voice

and lifted your eyes to the heights?

Against ythe Holy One of Israel!

24 By your servants you have mocked the Lord,

and you have said, zWith my many chariots

I have gone up the heights of the mountains,

to the far recesses of Lebanon,

ato cut down its tallest cedars,

its choicest cypresses,

to come to its remotest height,

its most fruitful forest.

25 I dug wells

and drank waters,

to dry up with the sole of my foot

all bthe streams cof Egypt.

 26 dHave you not heard

that I determined it long ago?

I planned from days of old

what now I bring to pass,

that you should make fortified cities

crash into heaps of ruins,

27 while their inhabitants, shorn of strength,

are dismayed and confounded,

and have become like plants of the field

and like tender grass,

like grass on the housetops,

blighted[2] before it is grown.

 28 I know your sitting down

and your going out and coming in,

and your raging against me.

29 eBecause you have raged against me

and your complacency has come to my ears,

I will put my hook in your nose

and my bit in your mouth,

and fI will turn you back on the way

by which you came.

 30And this shall be the sign for you: this year you shall eat what grows of itself, and in the second year what springs from that. Then in the third year sow and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 31And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah gshall again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 32hFor out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out of Mount Zion a band of survivors. iThe zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

 33Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come into this city or shoot an arrow there or come before it with a shield or jcast up a siege mound against it. 34By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come into this city, declares the LORD. 35kFor I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for lthe sake of my servant David.

 36mAnd the angel of the LORD went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. 37Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home and lived at nNineveh. 38And as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the sword. And after they escaped into the land of oArarat, pEsarhaddon his son reigned in his place.

Hezekiahs Sickness and Recovery

 ISAIAH 38 qIn those days Hezekiah became rsick and was at the point of death. And sIsaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, Thus says the LORD: Set your house in order, for you shall die, you shall not recover.[1] 2Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, 3and said, Please, O LORD, remember how tI have walked before you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in your sight. And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

 4Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add ufifteen years to your life.[2] 6vI will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city.

 7This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he has promised: 8wBehold, I will make the shadow cast by the declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten steps. So the sun turned back on the dial the ten steps by which it had declined.[3]

 9A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness:

 10 I said, xIn the middle[4] of my days

I must depart;

I am consigned to the gates of Sheol

for the rest of my years.

11 I said, I shall not see the LORD,

the LORD yin the land of the living;

I shall look on man no more

among the inhabitants of the world.

12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me

zlike a shepherds tent;

alike a weaver bI have rolled up my life;

che cuts me off from the loom;

dfrom day to night you bring me to an end;

13 eI calmed myself[5] until morning;

like a lion fhe breaks all my bones;

from day to night you bring me to an end.

 14 Like ga swallow or a crane I chirp;

hI moan like a dove.

iMy eyes are weary with looking upward.

O Lord, I am oppressed; jbe my pledge of safety!

15 What shall I say? For he has spoken to me,

and he himself has done it.

kI walk slowly all my years

because of the bitterness of my soul.

 16 lO Lord, by these things men live,

and in all these is the life of my spirit.

Oh restore me to health and make me live!

17 mBehold, it was for my welfare

that I had great bitterness;

nbut in love you have delivered my life

from the pit of destruction,

nfor you have cast all my sins

behind your back.

18 oFor Sheol does not thank you;

death does not praise you;

those who go down to the pit do not hope

for your faithfulness.

19 The living, the living, he thanks you,

as I do this day;

pthe father makes known to the children

your faithfulness.

 20 The LORD will save me,

and we will play my music on stringed instruments

all the days of our lives,

qat the house of the LORD.

 21rNow Isaiah had said, Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may recover. 22Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?

Envoys from Babylon

 ISAIAH 39 sAt that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, tsent envoys with letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2And Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. And he showed them his treasure house, uthe silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his whole armory, all that was found in his storehouses. vThere was nothing in his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them. 3Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, What did these men say? And from where did they come to you? Hezekiah said, They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon. 4He said, What have they seen in your house? Hezekiah answered, They have seen all that is in my house. There is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them.

 5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 6wBehold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. 7xAnd some of your own sons, who will come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 8Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, The word of the LORD that you have spoken is good. For he thought, yThere will be peace and security in my days.

Comfort for Gods People

 ISAIAH 40  zComfort, comfort my people, says your God.

2 aSpeak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her

that bher warfare[1] is ended,

that her iniquity is pardoned,

that she has received from the LORDs hand

double for all her sins.

 3 cA voice cries:[2]

dIn the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

emake straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4 fEvery valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.

5 gAnd the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together,

hfor the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

The Word of God Stands Forever

 6 A voice says, Cry!

And I said,[3] What shall I cry?

iAll flesh is grass,

and all its beauty[4] is like the flower of the field.

7 The grass withers, the flower fades

when the breath of the LORD blows on it;

surely the people are grass.

8 jThe grass withers, the flower fades,

but the word of our God will stand forever.

The Greatness of God

 9 Go on up to a high mountain,

O Zion, kherald of good news;[5]

lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good news;[6]

lift it up, fear not;

say to the cities of Judah,

Behold your God!

10 lBehold, the Lord GOD comes with might,

and his arm rules for him;

mbehold, his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.

11 nHe will tend his flock like a shepherd;

ohe will gather the lambs in his arms;

phe will carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead those that are with young.

 12 qWho has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand

and marked off the heavens with a span,

enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure

and weighed the mountains in scales

and the hills in a balance?

13 rWho has measured[7] the Spirit of the LORD,

or what man shows him his counsel?

14 Whom did he consult,

and who made him understand?

sWho taught him the path of justice,

and taught him knowledge,

and showed him the way of understanding?

15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket,

and are accounted tas the dust on the scales;

behold, he takes up uthe coastlands like fine dust.

16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel,

nor are vits beasts enough for a burnt offering.

17 wAll the nations are as nothing before him,

they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.

 18 xTo whom then will you liken God,

yor what likeness compare with him?

19 yAn idol! A craftsman casts it,

and a goldsmith overlays it with gold

and casts for it silver chains.

20 zHe who is too impoverished for an offering

chooses wood[8] that will not rot;

he seeks out a skillful craftsman

to set up an idol that will not move.

 21 aDo you not know? Do you not hear?

Has it not been told you from the beginning?

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?

22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,

and its inhabitants are blike grasshoppers;

cwho stretches out the heavens like a curtain,

and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;

23 dwho brings princes to nothing,

and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.

 24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,

scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,

when he blows on them, and they wither,

eand the tempest carries them off like stubble.

 25 fTo whom then will you compare me,

that I should be like him? says the Holy One.

26 Lift up your eyes on high and see:

who created these?

gHe who brings out their host by number,

calling them all by name,

by the greatness of his might,

and because he is strong in power

not one is missing.

 27 Why do you say, O Jacob,

and speak, O Israel,

hMy way is hidden from the LORD,

iand my right is disregarded by my God?

28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?

The LORD is jthe everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth.

He does not faint or grow weary;

khis understanding is unsearchable.

29 He gives power to the faint,

and to him who has no might he increases strength.

30 Even youths shall faint and be weary,

and young men shall fall exhausted;

31 but lthey who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings mlike eagles;

they shall run and not be weary;

they shall walk and not faint.

Fear Not, for I Am with You

 ISAIAH 41  nListen to me in silence, oO coastlands;

let the peoples renew their strength;

let them approach, then let them speak;

let us together draw near for judgment.

 2 pWho stirred up one from the east

whom victory meets at every qstep?[1]

rHe gives up nations before him,

so that he tramples kings underfoot;

he makes them like dust with his sword,

slike driven stubble with his bow.

3 He pursues them and passes on safely,

by paths his feet have not trod.

4 tWho has performed and done this,

calling the generations from the beginning?

uI, the LORD, the first,

and with the last; I am he.

 5 vThe coastlands have seen and are afraid;

the ends of the earth tremble;

they have drawn near and come.

6 Everyone helps his neighbor

and says to his brother, Be strong!

7 wThe craftsman strengthens the goldsmith,

and he who smooths with the hammer him who strikes the anvil,

saying of the soldering, It is good;

and they strengthen it with nails xso that it cannot be moved.

 8 But you, Israel, ymy servant,

Jacob, zwhom I have chosen,

the offspring of Abraham, amy friend;

9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth,

and called bfrom its farthest corners,

saying to you, You are ymy servant,

zI have chosen you and not cast you off;

10 fear not, for I am with you;

be not dismayed, for I am your God;

I will strengthen you, I will help you,

I will uphold you with cmy righteous right hand.

 11 dBehold, all who are incensed against you

shall be put to shame and confounded;

those who strive against you

shall be as nothing and shall perish.

12 eYou shall seek those who contend with you,

but you shall not find them;

fthose who war against you

shall be as nothing at all.

13 For I, the LORD your God,

hold your right hand;

it is I who say to you, Fear not,

I am the one who helps you.

 14 Fear not, you gworm Jacob,

you men of Israel!

I am the one who helps you, declares the LORD;

your hRedeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

15 iBehold, I make of you a threshing sledge,

new, sharp, and having teeth;

you shall thresh jthe mountains and crush them,

and you shall make the hills like chaff;

16 kyou shall winnow them, and lthe wind shall carry them away,

and the tempest shall scatter them.

mAnd you shall rejoice in the LORD;

in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory.

 17 nWhen the poor and needy seek water,

and there is none,

and their tongue is parched with thirst,

I the LORD will answer them;

I the God of Israel will not forsake them.

18 oI will open rivers on the bare heights,

and fountains in the midst of the valleys.

pI will make the wilderness a pool of water,

and the dry land springs of water.

19 qI will put in the wilderness the cedar,

the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive.

I will set in the desert rthe cypress,

the plane and the pine together,

20 that they may see and know,

may consider and understand together,

that sthe hand of the LORD has done this,

the Holy One of Israel has created it.

The Futility of Idols

 21 Set forth your case, says the LORD;

bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob.

22 Let them bring them, and ttell us

what is to happen.

Tell us the former things, what they are,

that we may consider them,

that we may know their outcome;

or declare to us the things to come.

23 tTell us what is to come hereafter,

that we may know that you are gods;

udo good, or do harm,

that we may be dismayed and terrified.[2]

24 Behold, vyou are nothing,

and your work is less than nothing;

an abomination is he who chooses you.

 25 wI stirred up one from the north, and he has come,

xfrom the rising of the sun, yand he shall call upon my name;

he shall trample on rulers as on mortar,

as the potter treads clay.

26 zWho declared it from the beginning, that we might know,

and beforehand, that we might say, He is right?

There was none who declared it, none who proclaimed,

none who heard your words.

27 aI was the first to say[3] to Zion, Behold, here they are!

and bI give to Jerusalem a herald of good news.

28 cBut when I look, there is no one;

among these there is no counselor

who, when I ask, gives an answer.

29 dBehold, they are all a delusion;

their works are nothing;

their metal images are empty wind.

The LORDs Chosen Servant

 ISAIAH 42  eBehold fmy servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, gin whom my soul delights;

hI have put my Spirit upon him;

ihe will bring forth justice to the nations.

2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,

or make it heard in the street;

3 ja bruised reed he will not break,

and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;

khe will faithfully bring forth justice.

4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged[1]

till he has established justice in the earth;

and lthe coastlands wait for his law.

 5 Thus says God, the LORD,

who created the heavens mand stretched them out,

who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

nwho gives breath to the people on it

and spirit to those who walk in it:

6 I am the LORD; oI have called you[2] in righteousness;

I will take you by the hand and keep you;

I will give you pas a covenant for the people,

qa light for the nations,

7 rto open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,

sfrom the prison those who sit in darkness.

8 I am the LORD; that is my name;

tmy glory I give to no other,

nor my praise to carved idols.

9 Behold, the former things have come to pass,

uand new things I now declare;

before they spring forth

I tell you of them.

Sing to the LORD a New Song

 10 vSing to the LORD a new song,

his praise from the end of the earth,

wyou who go down to the sea, and all that fills it,

lthe coastlands and their inhabitants.

11 Let the desert and its cities lift up their voice,

the villages that xKedar inhabits;

let the habitants of ySela sing for joy,

let them shout from the top of the mountains.

12 Let them give glory to the LORD,

and declare his praise in lthe coastlands.

13 zThe LORD goes out like a mighty man,

like a man of war ahe stirs up his zeal;

he cries out, bhe shouts aloud,

he shows himself mighty against his foes.

 14 For a long time I have held my peace;

I have kept still and restrained myself;

now I will cry out clike a woman in labor;

I will gasp and pant.

15 dI will lay waste mountains and hills,

and dry up all their vegetation;

I will turn the rivers into islands,[3]

and dry up the pools.

16 eAnd I will lead the blind

in a way that they do not know,

in paths that they have not known

I will guide them.

I will turn the darkness before them into light,

fthe rough places into level ground.

These are the things I do,

and I do not forsake them.

17 gThey are turned back and utterly put to shame,

who trust in carved idols,

who say to metal images,

You are our gods.

Israels Failure to Hear and See

 18 Hear, you deaf,

and look, you blind, that you may see!

19 Who is blind but my servant,

or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,[4]

or blind as the servant of the LORD?

20 hHe sees many things, but does not observe them;

ihis ears are open, but he does not hear.

21 The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness sake,

to magnify his law and make it glorious.

22 But this is a people plundered and looted;

they are all of them trapped in holes

jand hidden in prisons;

they have become plunder with none to rescue,

spoil with none to say, Restore!

23 Who among you will give ear to this,

will attend and listen for the time to come?

24 Who gave up Jacob to the looter,

and Israel to the plunderers?

Was it not the LORD, against whom we have sinned,

in whose ways they would not walk,

and whose law they would not obey?

25 So he poured on him the heat of his anger

and the might of battle;

it set him on fire all around, kbut he did not understand;

it burned him up, lbut he did not take it to heart.

Israels Only Savior

 ISAIAH 43  But now thus says the LORD,

mhe who created you, O Jacob,

he who formed you, O Israel:

nFear not, for I have redeemed you;

oI have called you by name, you are mine.

2 pWhen you pass through the waters, I will be with you;

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;

pwhen you walk through fire qyou shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.

3 For rI am the LORD your God,

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

sI give Egypt as your ransom,

Cush and tSeba in exchange for you.

4 Because you are precious in my eyes,

and honored, and I love you,

I give men in return for you,

peoples in exchange for your life.

5 uFear not, for I am with you;

vI will bring your offspring from the east,

and from the west I will gather you.

6 I will say to the north, Give up,

and to the south, Do not withhold;

bring wmy sons from afar

and wmy daughters from the end of the earth,

7 everyone who is called by my name,

whom I created for my glory,

whom I formed and made.

 8 Bring out xthe people who are blind, yet have eyes,

who are deaf, yet have ears!

9 yAll the nations gather together,

and the peoples assemble.

Who among them can declare this,

and show us the former things?

Let them bring their witnesses to prove them right,

and let them hear and say, It is true.

10 zYou are my witnesses, declares the LORD,

and amy servant whom I have chosen,

that you may know and believe me

and understand that I am he.

bBefore me no god was formed,

nor shall there be any after me.

11 cI, I am the LORD,

and besides me there is no savior.

12 I declared and saved and proclaimed,

when there was no strange god among you;

and zyou are my witnesses, declares the LORD, and I am God.

13 Also dhenceforth I am he;

there is none who can deliver from my hand;

I work, and who can turn it back?

 14 Thus says the LORD,

your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:

eFor your sake I send to Babylon

and fbring them all down as fugitives,

geven the Chaldeans, in the ships in which they rejoice.

15 I am the LORD, your Holy One,

the Creator of Israel, your King.

 16 Thus says the LORD,

hwho makes a way in the sea,

a path in the mighty waters,

17 who ibrings forth chariot and horse,

army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,

jthey are extinguished, kquenched like a wick:

18 lRemember not the former things,

nor consider the things of old.

19 mBehold, I am doing a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

nI will make a way in the wilderness

oand rivers in the desert.

20 The wild beasts will honor me,

pthe jackals and the ostriches,

qfor I give water in the wilderness,

rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my chosen people,

21 the people whom I formed for myself

rthat they might declare my praise.

 22 Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob;

but syou have been weary of me, O Israel!

23 tYou have not brought me your sheep for burnt offerings,

or honored me with your sacrifices.

I have not burdened you with offerings,

sor wearied you with frankincense.

24 You have not bought me sweet cane with money,

or satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices.

But you have burdened me with your sins;

you have wearied me with your iniquities.

 25 I, I am he

uwho blots out vyour transgressions for my own sake,

and I will not remember your sins.

26 Put me in remembrance; wlet us argue together;

set forth your case, that you may be proved right.

27 xYour first father sinned,

and yyour mediators transgressed against me.

28 Therefore zI will profane the princes of the sanctuary,

and adeliver Jacob to utter destruction

and Israel to reviling.

Israel the LORDs Chosen

 ISAIAH 44  But now hear, bO Jacob my servant,

Israel whom I have chosen!

2 Thus says the LORD who made you,

cwho formed you from the womb and will help you:

dFear not, O Jacob my servant,

eJeshurun whom I have chosen.

3 fFor I will pour water on the thirsty land,

and streams on the dry ground;

I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring,

and my blessing on your descendants.

4 They shall spring up among the grass

glike willows by flowing streams.

5 hThis one will say, I am the LORDs,

another will call on the name of Jacob,

and another will write on his hand, The LORDs,

and name himself by the name of Israel.

Besides Me There Is No God

 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel

and ihis Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:

jI am the first and I am the last;

besides me there is no god.

7 kWho is like me? Let him proclaim it.[1]

Let him declare and set it before me,

since I appointed an ancient people.

Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.

8 Fear not, nor be afraid;

have I not told you from of old and declared it?

lAnd you are my witnesses!

mIs there a God besides me?

There is no nRock; I know not any.

The Folly of Idolatry

 9oAll who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses neither see nor know, that they may be put to shame. 10pWho fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing? 11qBehold, all his companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are only human. Let them all assemble, let them stand forth. They shall be terrified; they shall be put to shame together.

 12pThe ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint. 13The carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with a compass. rHe shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house. 14sHe cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. 15Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it. 16Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire! 17And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. tHe prays to it and says, Deliver me, for you are my god!

 18They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand. 19No one considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, Half of it I burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an uabomination? Shall I fall down before a block of wood? 20vHe feeds on washes; a deluded heart has led him astray, and he cannot deliver himself or say, Is there not xa lie in my right hand?

The LORD Redeems Israel

 21 Remember these things, O Jacob,

and Israel, for you are ymy servant;

I formed you; you are my servant;

zO Israel, you will not be forgotten by me.

22 aI have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud

and your sins like mist;

return to me, for I have redeemed you.

 23 bSing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it;

shout, O cdepths of the earth;

break forth into singing, O mountains,

O forest, and every tree in it!

For the LORD has redeemed Jacob,

dand will be glorified[2] in Israel.

 24 Thus says the LORD, eyour Redeemer,

fwho formed you from the womb:

gI am the LORD, who made all things,

hwho alone stretched out the heavens,

who spread out the earth by myself,

25 who frustrates the signs of liars

and makes fools of diviners,

iwho turns wise men back

and makes their knowledge foolish,

26 jwho confirms the word of his servant

and fulfills the counsel of his messengers,

who says of Jerusalem, She shall be inhabited,

kand of the cities of Judah, They shall be built,

and I will raise up their ruins;

27 lwho says to the deep, Be dry;

I will dry up your rivers;

28 who says of mCyrus, He is nmy shepherd,

and he shall fulfill all my purpose;

saying of Jerusalem, She shall be built,

oand of the temple, Your foundation shall be laid.

Cyrus, Gods Instrument

 ISAIAH 45  Thus says the LORD to phis anointed, to Cyrus,

qwhose right hand I have grasped,

to subdue nations before him

and rto loose the belts of kings,

to open doors before him

that gates may not be closed:

2 I will go before you

and slevel the exalted places,[1]

tI will break in pieces the doors of bronze

and cut through the bars of iron,

3 uI will give you the treasures of darkness

and the hoards in secret places,

that you may know that it is I, the LORD,

the God of Israel, vwho call you by your name.

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob,

and Israel my chosen,

vI call you by your name,

wI name you, though you do not know me.

5 xI am the LORD, and there is no other,

besides me there is no God;

yI equip you, though you do not know me,

6 zthat people may know, from the rising of the sun

and from the west, that there is none besides me;

I am the LORD, and there is no other.

7 I form light and create darkness,

I make well-being and acreate calamity,

I am the LORD, who does all these things.

 8 bShower, O heavens, from above,

and clet the clouds rain down righteousness;

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit;

let the earth cause them both to sprout;

I the LORD have created it.

 9 dWoe to him who strives with him who formed him,

a pot among earthen pots!

eDoes the clay say to him who forms it, What are you making?

or Your work has no handles?

10 Woe to him who says to a father, What are you begetting?

or to a woman, With what are you in labor?

 11 Thus says fthe LORD,

the Holy One of Israel, and the one who formed him:

gAsk me of things to come;

will you command me hconcerning my children and ithe work of my hands?[2]

12 jI made the earth

and created man on it;

it was my hands kthat stretched out the heavens,

and lI commanded all their host.

13 mI have stirred him up in righteousness,

nand I will make all his ways level;

ohe shall build my city

pand set my exiles free,

not for price or reward,

says the LORD of hosts.

The LORD, the Only Savior

 14 Thus says the LORD:

qThe wealth of Egypt and the merchandise of Cush,

and the Sabeans, men of stature,

shall come over to you rand be yours;

they shall follow you;

they shall come over in chains and bow down to you.

They will plead with you, saying:

Surely God is in you, and there is no other,

no god besides him.

 15 sTruly, you are a God who hides himself,

O God of Israel, the Savior.

16 tAll of them are put to shame and confounded;

the makers of idols go in confusion together.

17 But Israel is saved by the LORD

with everlasting salvation;

uyou shall not be put to shame or confounded

to all eternity.

 18 vFor thus says the LORD,

who created the heavens

(he is God!),

who formed the earth and made it

(he established it;

he wdid not create it empty,

xhe formed it to be inhabited!):

I am the LORD, and there is no other.

19 yI did not speak in secret,

in a land of darkness;

I did not say to the offspring of Jacob,

zSeek me in vain.[3]

I the LORD speak athe truth;

I declare what is right.

 20 bAssemble yourselves and come;

draw near together,

you survivors of the nations!

cThey have no knowledge

who dcarry about their wooden idols,

eand keep on praying to a god

that cannot save.

21 fDeclare and present your case;

let them take counsel together!

Who told this long ago?

Who declared it of old?

Was it not I, the LORD?

And there is no other god besides me,

a righteous God gand a Savior;

there is none besides me.

 22 Turn to me and be saved,

hall the ends of the earth!

For I am God, and there is no other.

23 iBy myself I have sworn;

from my mouth has gone out in jrighteousness

a word that shall not return:

kTo me every knee shall bow,

every tongue shall swear allegiance.[4]

 24 lOnly in the LORD, it shall be said of me,

are righteousness and mstrength;

to him shall come and be ashamed

nall who were incensed against him.

25 In the LORD all the offspring of Israel

shall be justified and shall glory.

The Idols of Babylon and the One True God

 ISAIAH 46  oBel bows down; Nebo stoops;

their idols are on beasts and livestock;

these things you carry are borne

as burdens on weary beasts.

2 They stoop; they bow down together;

they cannot save the burden,

but pthemselves go into captivity.

 3 Listen to me, O house of Jacob,

all the remnant of the house of Israel,

qwho have been borne by me from before your birth,

carried from the womb;

4 reven to your old age I am he,

and to gray hairs I will carry you.

I have made, and I will bear;

I will carry and will save.

 5 sTo whom will you liken me and make me equal,

and compare me, that we may be alike?

6 tThose who lavish gold from the purse,

and weigh out silver in the scales,

hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god;

uthen they fall down and worship!

7 vThey lift it to their shoulders, they carry it,

they set it in its place, and it stands there;

wit cannot move from its place.

If one cries to it, it does not answer

or save him from his trouble.

 8 Remember this and stand firm,

recall it to mind, xyou transgressors,

9 remember the former things of old;

for I am God, and there is no other;

I am God, and there is none like me,

10 ydeclaring the end from the beginning

and from ancient times things not yet done,

saying, zMy counsel shall stand,

and I will accomplish all my purpose,

11 acalling a bird of prey from the east,

the man of my counsel from a far country.

bI have spoken, and I will bring it to pass;

I have purposed, and I will do it.

 12 Listen to me, you stubborn of heart,

you who are far from righteousness:

13 cI bring near my righteousness; it is not far off,

and my salvation will not delay;

dI will put salvation in Zion,

for Israel my glory.

The Humiliation of Babylon

 ISAIAH 47  eCome down and sit in the dust,

O virgin fdaughter of Babylon;

gsit on the ground without a throne,

O daughter of hthe Chaldeans!

iFor you shall no more be called

tender and delicate.

2 Take the millstones and jgrind flour,

kput off your veil,

strip off your robe, uncover your legs,

pass through the rivers.

3 Your nakedness shall be uncovered,

and your disgrace shall be seen.

I will take vengeance,

and I will spare no one.

4 lOur Redeemerthe LORD of hosts is his name

is the Holy One of Israel.

 5 mSit in silence, and go into darkness,

O daughter of hthe Chaldeans;

for you shall no more be called

nthe mistress of kingdoms.

6 oI was angry with my people;

I profaned my heritage;

I gave them into your hand;

pyou showed them no mercy;

on the aged you made your yoke exceedingly heavy.

7 You said, I shall be qmistress forever,

so that you did not lay these things to heart

or remember their end.

 8 Now therefore hear this, qyou lover of pleasures,

rwho sit securely,

who say in your heart,

sI am, and there is no one besides me;

tI shall not sit as a widow

or know the loss of children:

9 uThese two things shall come to you

in a moment, vin one day;

the loss of children and widowhood

shall come upon you in full measure,

win spite of your many sorceries

and the great power of your enchantments.

 10 You felt secure in your wickedness,

you said, No one sees me;

your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray,

and you said in your heart,

xI am, and there is no one besides me.

11 But evil shall come upon you,

which you will not know how to charm away;

disaster shall fall upon you,

for which you will not be able to atone;

yand ruin shall come upon you suddenly,

of which you know nothing.

 12 zStand fast in your enchantments

and your many sorceries,

with which you have labored from your youth;

perhaps you may be able to succeed;

perhaps you may inspire terror.

13 You are wearied with your many counsels;

let them stand forth and save you,

athose who divide the heavens,

who gaze at the stars,

who at the new moons make known

what shall come upon you.

 14 Behold, bthey are like stubble;

cthe fire consumes them;

they cannot deliver themselves

from the power of the flame.

No coal for warming oneself is this,

no fire to sit before!

15 Such to you are those with whom you have labored,

who have done business with you from your youth;

they wander about, each in his own direction;

there is no one to save you.

Israel Refined for Gods Glory

 ISAIAH 48  Hear this, O house of Jacob,

dwho are called by the name of Israel,

and ewho came from the waters of Judah,

fwho swear by the name of the LORD

and confess the God of Israel,

but not in truth or right.

2 For they call themselves after the holy city,

gand stay themselves on the God of Israel;

the LORD of hosts is his name.

 3 The former things hI declared of old;

they went out from my mouth, and I announced them;

then suddenly I did them, and they came to pass.

4 Because I know that iyou are obstinate,

and your neck is an iron sinew

and your forehead brass,

5 hI declared them to you from of old,

before they came to pass I announced them to you,

lest you should say, jMy idol did them,

my carved image and my metal image commanded them.

 6 You have heard; now see all this;

and will you not declare it?

From this time forth kI announce to you new things,

hidden things that you have not known.

7 They are created now, not long ago;

before today you have never heard of them,

lest you should say, Behold, I knew them.

8 You have never heard, you have never known,

from of old your ear has not been opened.

For I knew that you would surely deal treacherously,

and that lfrom before birth you were called a rebel.

 9 mFor my names sake I defer my anger,

for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you,

that I may not cut you off.

10 Behold, I have refined you, nbut not as silver;

oI have tried[1] you in the furnace of affliction.

11 pFor my own sake, for my own sake, I do it,

for how should my name[2] be profaned?

qMy glory I will not give to another.

The LORDs Call to Israel

 12 Listen to me, O Jacob,

and Israel, whom I called!

I am he; rI am the first,

and I am the last.

13 My hand slaid the foundation of the earth,

and my right hand sspread out the heavens;

twhen I call to them,

they stand forth together.

 14 Assemble, all of you, and listen!

uWho among them has declared these things?

The LORD loves him;

vhe shall perform his purpose on Babylon,

and his arm shall be against wthe Chaldeans.

15 xI, even I, have spoken and called him;

I have brought him, and he will prosper in his way.

16 yDraw near to me, hear this:

from the beginning I have not spoken in secret,

from the time it came to be I have been there.

And now zthe Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit.

 17 Thus says the LORD,

your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:

I am the LORD your God,

who teaches you to profit,

who leads you in the way you should go.

18 aOh that you had paid attention to my commandments!

bThen your peace would have been like a river,

and your righteousness like the waves of the sea;

19 cyour offspring would have been like the sand,

and your descendants like its grains;

their name would never be cut off

or destroyed from before me.

 20 dGo out from Babylon, flee from eChaldea,

declare this fwith a shout of joy, proclaim it,

send it out to the end of the earth;

say, gThe LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob!

21 hThey did not thirst when he led them through the deserts;

ihe made water flow for them from the rock;

he split the rock and the water gushed out.

 22 jThere is no peace, says the LORD, for the wicked.

The Servant of the LORD

 ISAIAH 49  Listen to me, kO coastlands,

and give attention, you peoples lfrom afar.

mThe LORD called me from the womb,

from the body of my mother he named my name.

2 nHe made my mouth like a sharp sword;

oin the shadow of his hand he hid me;

he made me a polished arrow;

in his quiver he hid me away.

3 And he said to me, You are my servant,

Israel, pin whom I will be glorified.[1]

4 qBut I said, I have labored in vain;

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;

yet surely my right is with the LORD,

and my recompense with my God.

 5 rAnd now the LORD says,

he mwho formed me from the womb to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him;

and that Israel might be gathered to him

for sI am honored in the eyes of the LORD,

and my God has become my strength

6 he says:

It is too light a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to bring back the preserved of Israel;

tI will make you uas a light for the nations,

that vmy salvation may reach to the end of the earth.

 7 Thus says the LORD,

wthe Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

xto one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,

the servant of rulers:

yKings shall see and arise;

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;

because of the LORD, who is faithful,

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.

The Restoration of Israel

 8 Thus says the LORD:

zIn a atime of favor I have answered you;

in a day of salvation I have helped you;

I will keep you band give you

as a covenant to the people,

to establish the land,

cto apportion the desolate heritages,

9 dsaying to the prisoners, Come out,

to those who are in darkness, Appear.

eThey shall feed along the ways;

on all bare heights shall be their pasture;

10 fthey shall not hunger or thirst,

neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them,

for he who has pity on them gwill lead them,

and by springs of water will guide them.

11 hAnd I will make all my mountains a road,

and my highways shall be raised up.

12 iBehold, these shall come from afar,

and behold, jthese from the north and from the west,[2]

and these from the land of Syene.[3]

 13 kSing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;

break forth, O mountains, into singing!

For the LORD lhas comforted his people

and will have compassion on his afflicted.

 14 But Zion said, mThe LORD has forsaken me;

my Lord has forgotten me.

 15 nCan a woman forget her nursing child,

that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb?

Even these may forget,

yet I will not forget you.

16 Behold, oI have engraved you on the palms of my hands;

your walls are continually before me.

17 Your builders make haste;[4]

pyour destroyers and those who laid you waste go out from you.

18 qLift up your eyes around and see;

they all gather, they come to you.

rAs I live, declares the LORD,

syou shall put them all on as an ornament;

you shall bind them on as a bride does.

 19 Surely your waste and your desolate places

and your devastated land

tsurely now you will be too narrow for your inhabitants,

and those who swallowed you up will be far away.

20 uThe children of your bereavement

will yet say in your ears:

tThe place is too narrow for me;

make room for me to dwell in.

21 Then you will say in your heart:

Who has borne me these?

uI was bereaved and barren,

exiled and put away,

but who has brought up these?

Behold, I was left alone;

from where have these come?

 22 Thus says the Lord GOD:

Behold, I will lift up my hand to the nations,

vand raise my signal to the peoples;

wand they shall bring your sons in their arms,[5]

and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders.

23 xKings shall be your foster fathers,

and their queens your nursing mothers.

yWith their faces to the ground they shall bow down to you,

and zlick the dust of your feet.

Then you will know that I am the LORD;

athose who wait for me bshall not be put to shame.

 24 Can the prey be taken from the mighty,

or the captives of a tyrant[6] be rescued?

25 For thus says the LORD:

cEven the captives of the mighty shall be taken,

and the prey of the tyrant be rescued,

for I will contend with those who contend with you,

and I will save your children.

26 dI will make your oppressors eat their own flesh,

and they shall be drunk ewith their own blood as with wine.

Then all flesh shall know

that fI am the LORD your Savior,

and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

Israels Sin and the Servants Obedience

 ISAIAH 50  Thus says the LORD:

Where is gyour mothers certificate of divorce,

with which hI sent her away?

Or iwhich of my creditors is it

to whom I have sold you?

jBehold, for your iniquities you were sold,

and for your transgressions your mother was sent away.

2 kWhy, when I came, was there no man;

why, when I called, was there no one to answer?

lIs my hand shortened, that it cannot redeem?

Or have I no power to deliver?

mBehold, by my rebuke nI dry up the sea,

oI make the rivers a desert;

ptheir fish stink for lack of water

and die of thirst.

3 qI clothe the heavens with blackness

and make sackcloth their covering.

 4 The Lord GOD has given rme

the tongue of those who are taught,

that sI may know how to sustain with a word

thim who is weary.

Morning by morning he awakens;

he awakens my ear

to hear as those who are taught.

5 uThe Lord GOD has opened my ear,

vand I was not rebellious;

I turned not backward.

6 wI gave my back to those who strike,

and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;

I hid not my face

from disgrace and spitting.

 7 But the Lord GOD helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;

xtherefore I have set my face like a flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame.

8 yHe who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me?

Let us stand up together.

Who is my adversary?

Let him come near to me.

9 zBehold, the Lord GOD helps me;

who will declare me guilty?

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment;

the moth will eat them up.

 10 Who among you fears the LORD

and obeys athe voice of his servant?

bLet him who walks in darkness

and has no light

trust in the name of the LORD

and rely on his God.

11 Behold, all you who kindle a fire,

who equip yourselves with burning torches!

Walk by the light of your fire,

and by the torches that you have kindled!

cThis you have from my hand:

you shall lie down in torment.

	

The LORDs Comfort for Zion

 ISAIAH 51  dListen to me, you who pursue righteousness,

you who seek the LORD:

look to the rock from which you were hewn,

and to the quarry from which you were dug.

2 Look to Abraham your father

and to Sarah who bore you;

for ehe was but one when I called him,

that I might bless him and multiply him.

3 For the LORD fcomforts Zion;

he comforts all her waste places

and makes her wilderness like gEden,

her desert like hthe garden of the LORD;

ijoy and gladness will be found in her,

thanksgiving and the voice of song.

 4 jGive attention to me, my people,

and give ear to me, my nation;

kfor a law[1] will go out from me,

and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.

5 lMy righteousness draws near,

my salvation has gone out,

and my arms will judge the peoples;

mthe coastlands hope for me,

and for my arm they wait.

6 nLift up your eyes to the heavens,

and look at the earth beneath;

ofor the heavens vanish like smoke,

the earth will wear out like a garment,

and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;[2]

pbut my salvation will be forever,

and my righteousness will never be dismayed.

 7 qListen to me, you who know righteousness,

the people rin whose heart is my law;

sfear not the reproach of man,

nor be dismayed at their revilings.

8 tFor the moth will eat them up like a garment,

and the worm will eat them like wool;

pbut my righteousness will be forever,

and my salvation to all generations.

 9 uAwake, awake, vput on strength,

O warm of the LORD;

awake, xas in days of old,

the generations of long ago.

Was it not you who cut yRahab in pieces,

who pierced zthe dragon?

10 aWas it not you who dried up the sea,

the waters of the great deep,

who made the depths of the sea a way

for the redeemed to pass over?

11 bAnd the ransomed of the LORD shall return

and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain gladness and joy,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

 12 I, I am he cwho comforts you;

who are you that you are afraid of dman who dies,

of the son of man who is made elike grass,

13 and have forgotten the LORD, your Maker,

fwho stretched out the heavens

and glaid the foundations of the earth,

and you fear continually all the day

because of the wrath of hthe oppressor,

when he sets himself to destroy?

And where is the wrath of hthe oppressor?

14 iHe who is bowed down shall speedily be released;

he shall not die and go down jto the pit,

neither shall his bread be lacking.

15 I am the LORD your God,

kwho stirs up the sea so that its waves roar

the LORD of hosts is his name.

16 lAnd I have put my words in your mouth

mand covered you in the shadow of my hand,

nestablishing[3] the heavens

and olaying the foundations of the earth,

and saying to Zion, You are my people.

 17 pWake yourself, wake yourself,

stand up, O Jerusalem,

qyou who have drunk from the hand of the LORD

the cup of his wrath,

who have drunk to the dregs

the bowl, rthe cup of staggering.

18 sThere is none to guide her

among all the sons she has borne;

there is none to take her by the hand

among all the sons she has brought up.

19 tThese two things have happened to you

who will console you?

devastation and destruction, famine and sword;

who will comfort you?[4]

20 uYour sons have fainted;

they lie at the head of every street

like an vantelope win a net;

they are full of the wrath of the LORD,

the rebuke of your God.

 21 xTherefore hear this, you who are afflicted,

who are drunk, but not with wine:

22 Thus says your Lord, the LORD,

your God ywho pleads the cause of his people:

Behold, I have taken from your hand rthe cup of staggering;

the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more;

23 zand I will put it into the hand of your tormentors,

awho have said to you,

Bow down, that we may pass over;

and byou have made your back like the ground

and like the street for them to pass over.

The LORDs Coming Salvation

 ISAIAH 52  cAwake, awake,

put on your strength, O Zion;

dput on your beautiful garments,

O Jerusalem, ethe holy city;

ffor there shall no more come into you

the uncircumcised and the unclean.

2 gShake yourself from the dust and arise;

be seated, O Jerusalem;

hloose the bonds from your neck,

O captive daughter of Zion.

 3For thus says the LORD: iYou were sold for nothing, and jyou shall be redeemed without money. 4For thus says the Lord GOD: kMy people went down at the first into Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed them for nothing.[1] 5Now therefore what have I here, declares the LORD, seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their rulers wail, declares the LORD, and lcontinually all the day my name is despised. 6Therefore my people shall know my name. mTherefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak; here I am.

 7 nHow beautiful upon the mountains

are the feet of him who brings good news,

who publishes peace, owho brings good news of happiness,

who publishes salvation,

who says to Zion, Your God reigns.

8 The voice of pyour watchmenthey lift up their voice;

together they sing for joy;

qfor eye to eye they see

the return of the LORD to Zion.

9 rBreak forth together into singing,

syou waste places of Jerusalem,

for tthe LORD has comforted his people;

he has redeemed Jerusalem.

10 uThe LORD has bared his holy arm

before the eyes of all the nations,

vand all the ends of the earth shall see

the salvation of our God.

 11 wDepart, depart, go out from there;

touch no unclean thing;

go out from the midst of her; purify yourselves,

xyou who bear the vessels of the LORD.

12 For you shall not ygo out in haste,

and you shall not go in flight,

zfor the LORD will go before you,

aand the God of Israel will be your rear guard.

He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions

 13 Behold, bmy servant shall act wisely;[2]

he shall be high and lifted up,

and shall be exalted.

14 As many were astonished at you

chis appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,

and his form beyond that of the children of mankind

15 so dshall he sprinkle[3] many nations;

ekings shall shut their mouths because of him;

ffor that which has not been told them they see,

and that which they have not heard they understand.

ISAIAH 53  gWho has believed what he has heard from us?[1]

And to whom has hthe arm of the LORD been revealed?

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,

iand like a root out of dry ground;

jhe had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

and no beauty that we should desire him.

3 kHe was despised and rejected[2] by men;

a man of sorrows,[3] and acquainted with[4] grief;[5]

and as one from whom men hide their faces[6]

he was despised, and lwe esteemed him not.

 4 mSurely he has borne our griefs

and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,

nsmitten by God, and afflicted.

5 oBut he was pierced for our transgressions;

he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,

pand with his wounds we are healed.

6 qAll we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turnedevery oneto his own way;

rand the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

syet he opened not his mouth;

tlike a ulamb that is led to the slaughter,

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

so he opened not his mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;

and as for his generation, vwho considered

that he was cut off out of the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people?

9 And they made his grave with the wicked

wand with a rich man in his death,

although xhe had done no violence,

and there was no deceit in his mouth.

 10 Yet yit was the will of the LORD to crush him;

he has put him to grief;[7]

zwhen his soul makes[8] an offering for guilt,

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;

athe will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see[9] and be satisfied;

by his knowledge shall bthe righteous one, my servant,

cmake many to be accounted righteous,

dand he shall bear their iniquities.

12 eTherefore I will divide him a portion with the many,[10]

fand he shall divide the spoil with the strong,[11]

because he poured out his soul to death

and was numbered with the transgressors;

gyet he bore the sin of many,

and makes intercession for the transgressors.

The Eternal Covenant of Peace

 ISAIAH 54  hSing, O barren one, who did not bear;

break forth into singing and cry aloud,

you who have not been in labor!

For the children of ithe desolate one jwill be more

than the children of her who is married, says the LORD.

2 kEnlarge the place of your tent,

and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out;

do not hold back; lengthen your cords

and strengthen your stakes.

3 lFor you will spread abroad to the right and to the left,

and your offspring will possess the nations

and will people the desolate cities.

 4 Fear not, mfor you will not be ashamed;

be not confounded, for you will not be disgraced;

for you will forget the shame of your youth,

and the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more.

5 nFor your Maker is your husband,

the LORD of hosts is his name;

oand the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,

pthe God of the whole earth he is called.

6 qFor the LORD has called you

like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit,

like a wife of youth when she is cast off,

says your God.

7 rFor a brief moment I deserted you,

but with great compassion I will gather you.

8 rIn overflowing anger for a moment

I hid my face from you,

sbut with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,

says the LORD, your Redeemer.

 9 This is like tthe days of Noah[1] to me:

as I swore that the waters of Noah

should no more go over the earth,

so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you,

and will not rebuke you.

10 For the mountains may depart

and the hills be removed,

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,

and umy covenant of peace shall not be removed,

says the LORD, who has compassion on you.

 11 vO afflicted one, storm-tossed and not comforted,

behold, wI will set your stones in antimony,

xand lay your foundations with sapphires.[2]

12 I will make your pinnacles of agate,[3]

your gates of carbuncles,[4]

and all your wall of precious stones.

13 yAll your children zshall be taught by the LORD,

aand great shall be the peace of your children.

14 In righteousness you shall be established;

you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear;

and from terror, for it shall not come near you.

15 bIf anyone stirs up strife,

it is not from me;

whoever stirs up strife with you

shall fall because of you.

16 Behold, I have created the smith

who blows the fire of coals

and produces a weapon for its purpose.

I have also created the ravager to destroy;

17 no weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed,

and you shall refute every tongue that rises against you in judgment.

This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD

cand their vindication[5] from me, declares the LORD.

The Compassion of the LORD

 ISAIAH 55  dCome, everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and he who has no money,

ecome, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.

2 fWhy do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.

3 Incline your ear, and come to me;

ghear, that your soul may live;

hand I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

imy steadfast, sure love for jDavid.

4 kBehold, I made him a witness to the peoples,

la leader and commander for the peoples.

5 kBehold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,

and ma nation that did not know you shall run to you,

because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,

nfor he has glorified you.

 6 oSeek the LORD while he may be found;

call upon him while he is near;

7 let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.

9 pFor as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

 10 qFor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven

and do not return there but water the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,

rgiving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but sit shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

 12 tFor you shall go out in joy

and be led forth in peace;

uthe mountains and the hills before you

shall break forth into singing,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13 vInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;

and it shall make a name for the LORD,

an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Salvation for Foreigners

 ISAIAH 56  Thus says the LORD:

Keep justice, and do righteousness,

wfor soon my salvation will come,

and my righteousness be revealed.

2 Blessed is the man who does this,

and the son of man who holds it fast,

xwho keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it,

and keeps his hand from doing any evil.

 3 Let not ythe foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say,

The LORD will surely separate me from his people;

and let not the eunuch say,

Behold, I am za dry tree.

4 For thus says the LORD:

To the eunuchs xwho keep my Sabbaths,

who choose the things that please me

and hold fast my covenant,

5 aI will give in my house and within my walls

a bmonument and a name

better than sons and daughters;

cI will give them an everlasting name

that shall not be cut off.

 6 And ythe foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,

to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,

and to be his servants,

everyone xwho keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,

and holds fast my covenant

7 dthese I will bring to emy holy mountain,

and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

ftheir burnt offerings and their sacrifices

will be accepted on my altar;

for gmy house shall be called a house of prayer

for all peoples.

8 The Lord GOD,

hwho gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,

iI will gather yet others to him

besides those already gathered.

Israels Irresponsible Leaders

 9 jAll you beasts of the field, come to devour

all you beasts in the forest.

10 kHis watchmen are blind;

they are all without knowledge;

they are all silent ldogs;

they cannot bark,

dreaming, lying down,

loving to slumber.

11 mThe dogs have a mighty appetite;

they never have enough.

But nthey are shepherds who have no understanding;

they have all turned to their own way,

oeach to his own gain, one and all.

12 pCome, they say, let me get wine;

let us fill ourselves with strong drink;

qand tomorrow will be like this day,

great beyond measure.

Israels Futile Idolatry

 ISAIAH 57  The righteous man perishes,

and no one lays it to heart;

rdevout men are taken away,

while no one understands.

For the righteous man is taken away from calamity;

2 she enters into peace;

they rest tin their beds

who walk in their uprightness.

3 But you, draw near,

sons of the sorceress,

uoffspring of the adulterer and the loose woman.

4 Whom are you mocking?

Against whom vdo you open your mouth wide

and stick out your tongue?

Are you not children of wtransgression,

xthe offspring of deceit,

5 you who burn with lust among ythe oaks,[1]

under every green tree,

zwho slaughter your children in the valleys,

under the clefts of the rocks?

6 Among the smooth stones of athe valley is your portion;

they, they, are your lot;

to them you have poured out a drink offering,

you have brought a grain offering.

Shall I relent for these things?

7 bOn a high and lofty mountain

you have set your bed,

and there you went up to offer sacrifice.

8 Behind the door and the doorpost

you have set up your memorial;

for, deserting me, cyou have uncovered your bed,

you have gone up to it,

dyou have made it wide;

and you have made a covenant for yourself with them,

you have loved their bed,

you have looked on nakedness.[2]

9 You journeyed to the king with oil

and multiplied your perfumes;

eyou sent your envoys far off,

and sent down even to Sheol.

10 You were wearied with the length of your way,

fbut you did not say, It is hopeless;

you found new life for your strength,

and so you were not faint.[3]

 11 gWhom did you dread and fear,

hso that you lied,

and did not remember me,

did not lay it to heart?

iHave I not held my peace, even for a long time,

and you do not fear me?

12 I will declare your righteousness and your deeds,

but they will not profit you.

13 jWhen you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you!

The wind will carry them all off,

a breath will take them away.

kBut he who takes refuge in me shall possess the land

and shall inherit lmy holy mountain.

Comfort for the Contrite

 14 And it shall be said,

mBuild up, build up, prepare the way,

remove every obstruction from my peoples way.

15 For thus says nthe One who is high and lifted up,

who inhabits eternity, whose name is oHoly:

pI dwell in the high and holy place,

and also qwith him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit,

rto revive the spirit of the lowly,

and to revive the heart of the contrite.

16 sFor I will not contend forever,

nor will I always be angry;

for the spirit would grow faint before me,

and the breath of life that I made.

17 Because of the iniquity of his tunjust gain I was angry,

I struck him; I hid my face and was angry,

but he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart.

18 I have seen his ways, ubut I will heal him;

I will lead him vand restore comfort to him and his mourners,

19 wcreating xthe fruit of the lips.

yPeace, peace, zto the far and to the near, says the LORD,

uand I will heal him.

20 aBut the wicked are like the tossing sea;

for it cannot be quiet,

and its waters toss up mire and dirt.

21 bThere is no peace, says my God, for the wicked.

True and False Fasting

 ISAIAH 58  Cry aloud; do not hold back;

clift up your voice like a trumpet;

ddeclare to my people their transgression,

to the house of Jacob their sins.

2 eYet they seek me daily

and delight to know my ways,

as if they were a nation that did righteousness

and did not forsake the judgment of their God;

they ask of me righteous judgments;

they delight to draw near to God.

3 fWhy have we fasted, and you see it not?

Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure,[1]

gand oppress all your workers.

4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight

and to hit with a wicked fist.

Fasting like yours this day

will not make your voice to be heard on high.

5 hIs such the fast that I choose,

ia day for a person to humble himself?

Is it to bow down his head like a reed,

and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?

Will you call this a fast,

and a day acceptable to the LORD?

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose:

jto loose the bonds of wickedness,

to undo the straps kof the yoke,

to let the oppressed[2] go free,

and to break every yoke?

7 Is it not lto share your bread with the hungry

and bring the homeless poor into your house;

when you see the naked, to cover him,

mand not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

8 nThen shall your light break forth like the dawn,

oand your healing shall spring up speedily;

pyour righteousness shall go before you;

qthe glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.

9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;

you shall cry, and he will say, Here I am.

If you take away rthe yoke from your midst,

sthe pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

10 tif you pour yourself out for the hungry

and satisfy the desire of the afflicted,

nthen shall your light rise in the darkness

and your gloom be as the noonday.

11 And the LORD will guide you continually

and satisfy your desire in scorched places

and make your bones strong;

and you shall be ulike a watered garden,

like a spring of water,

whose waters do not fail.

12 vAnd your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;

you shall be called the repairer of the breach,

the restorer of streets to dwell in.

 13 wIf you turn back your foot from the Sabbath,

from doing your pleasure[3] on my holy day,

and call the Sabbath a delight

and the holy day of the LORD honorable;

if you honor it, not going your own ways,

or seeking xyour own pleasure,[4] or talking idly;[5]

14 then you shall take delight in the LORD,

yand I will make you ride on the heights of the earth;[6]

zI will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father,

afor the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Evil and Oppression

 ISAIAH 59  Behold, bthe LORDs hand is not shortened, that it cannot save,

or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

2 cbut your iniquities have made a separation

between you and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face from you

so that he does not hear.

3 dFor your hands are defiled with blood

and your fingers with iniquity;

your lips have spoken lies;

your tongue mutters wickedness.

4 eNo one enters suit justly;

no one goes to law honestly;

they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies,

fthey conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity.

5 They hatch adders eggs;

they weave the spiders web;

he who eats their eggs dies,

and from one that is crushed a viper is hatched.

6 gTheir webs will not serve as clothing;

men will not cover themselves with what they make.

Their works are works of iniquity,

and deeds of violence are in their hands.

7 hTheir feet run to evil,

and they are swift to shed innocent blood;

their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity;

desolation and destruction are in their highways.

8 The way of peace they do not know,

and there is no justice in their paths;

they have made their roads crooked;

ino one who treads on them knows peace.

 9 Therefore justice is far from us,

and righteousness does not overtake us;

jwe hope for light, and behold, darkness,

and for brightness, but we walk in gloom.

10 kWe grope for the wall like the blind;

we grope like those who have no eyes;

we stumble at noon as in the twilight,

lamong those in full vigor we are like dead men.

11 We all growl like bears;

mwe moan and moan like doves;

nwe hope for justice, but there is none;

for salvation, but it is far from us.

12 For our transgressions are multiplied before you,

and our sins testify against us;

for our transgressions are with us,

and we know our iniquities:

13 transgressing, and denying the LORD,

and turning back from following our God,

ospeaking oppression and revolt,

conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words.

Judgment and Redemption

 14 pJustice is turned back,

and righteousness stands far away;

for truth has stumbled in the public squares,

and uprightness cannot enter.

15 Truth is lacking,

and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.

 The LORD saw it, and it displeased him[1]

that there was no justice.

16 qHe saw that there was no man,

and wondered that there was no one to intercede;

then his own arm brought him salvation,

and his righteousness upheld him.

17 rHe put on righteousness as a breastplate,

and a helmet of salvation on his head;

he put on garments of vengeance for clothing,

and wrapped himself in szeal as a cloak.

18 tAccording to their deeds, so will he repay,

wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his enemies;

uto the coastlands he will render repayment.

19 vSo they shall fear the name of the LORD from the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;

wfor he will come like a rushing stream,[2]

which the wind of the LORD drives.

 20 xAnd ya Redeemer will come to Zion,

to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, declares the LORD.

 21And as for me, zthis is my covenant with them, says the LORD: My Spirit that is upon you, aand my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of your childrens offspring, says the LORD, from this time forth and forevermore.

The Future Glory of Israel

 ISAIAH 60  bArise, shine, for your light has come,

and cthe glory of the LORD has risen upon you.

2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;

but the LORD will arise upon you,

and his glory will be seen upon you.

3 dAnd nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your rising.

 4 eLift up your eyes all around, and see;

they all gather together, they come to you;

fyour sons shall come from afar,

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.

5 Then you shall see and gbe radiant;

your heart shall thrill and exult,[1]

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,

hthe wealth of the nations shall come to you.

6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of iMidian and jEphah;

all those from kSheba shall come.

lThey shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

7 All the flocks of mKedar shall be gathered to you;

the rams of nNebaioth shall minister to you;

othey shall come up with acceptance on my altar,

pand I will beautify my beautiful house.

 8 Who are these that fly like a cloud,

and qlike doves to their windows?

9 For rthe coastlands shall hope for me,

sthe ships of Tarshish first,

tto bring your children from afar,

their silver and gold with them,

for the name of the LORD your God,

and for the Holy One of Israel,

because uhe has made you beautiful.

 10 vForeigners shall build up your walls,

and vtheir kings shall minister to you;

for in my wrath I struck you,

but in my favor I have had mercy on you.

11 wYour gates shall be open continually;

day and night they shall not be shut,

wthat people may bring to you the wealth of the nations,

with their kings led in procession.

12 xFor the nation and kingdom

that will not serve you shall perish;

those nations shall be utterly laid waste.

13 yThe glory of Lebanon shall come to you,

the cypress, the plane, and zthe pine,

to beautify the place of my sanctuary,

and I will make the place of my feet glorious.

14 aThe sons of those who afflicted you

shall come bending low to you,

band all who despised you

shall bow down at your feet;

cthey shall call you the City of the LORD,

the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

 15 dWhereas you have been forsaken and hated,

with no one passing through,

eI will make you majestic forever,

a joy from age to age.

16 fYou shall suck the milk of nations;

you shall nurse at the breast of kings;

and you shall know that gI, the LORD, am your Savior

and your Redeemer, hthe Mighty One of Jacob.

 17 Instead of bronze I will bring gold,

and instead of iron I will bring silver;

instead of wood, bronze,

instead of stones, iron.

I will make your overseers peace

iand your taskmasters righteousness.

18 jViolence shall no more be heard in your land,

devastation or destruction within your borders;

kyou shall call your walls Salvation,

and your gates Praise.

 19 lThe sun shall be no more

your light by day,

nor for brightness shall the moon

give you light;[2]

but the LORD will be your everlasting light,

and your God will be your glory.[3]

20 Your sun shall no more go down,

nor your moon withdraw itself;

for the LORD will be your everlasting light,

and myour days of mourning shall be ended.

21 nYour people shall all be righteous;

othey shall possess the land forever,

pthe branch of my planting, the work of my hands,

that I might be glorified.[4]

22 qThe least one shall become a clan,

and the smallest one a mighty nation;

rI am the LORD;

in its time I will hasten it.

The Year of the LORDs Favor

 ISAIAH 61  sThe Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,

because the LORD has tanointed me

to bring good news to the poor;[1]

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and uthe opening of the prison to those who are bound;[2]

2 vto proclaim the year of the LORDs favor,

wand the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;

3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion

xto give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,

ythe oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;

zthat they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, athat he may be glorified.[3]

4 bThey shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations.

 5 cStrangers shall stand and tend your flocks;

foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;

6 dbut you shall be called the priests of the LORD;

they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;

eyou shall eat the wealth of the nations,

and in their glory you shall boast.

7 fInstead of your shame there shall be a double portion;

instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;

therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;

they shall have everlasting joy.

 8 gFor I the LORD love justice;

I hate robbery and wrong;[4]

hI will faithfully give them their recompense,

iand I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations,

and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;

all who see them shall acknowledge them,

that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.

 10 jI will greatly rejoice in the LORD;

my soul shall exult in my God,

kfor he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself llike a priest with a beautiful headdress,

mand as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,

so the Lord GOD will cause nrighteousness and praise

to sprout up before all the nations.

Zions Coming Salvation

 ISAIAH 62  oFor Zions sake I will not keep silent,

and for Jerusalems sake I will not be quiet,

puntil her righteousness goes forth as brightness,

and her salvation as a burning torch.

2 qThe nations shall see your righteousness,

and all the kings your glory,

rand you shall be called by a new name

that the mouth of the LORD will give.

3 You shall be sa crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

4 tYou shall no more be termed uForsaken,[1]

and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,[2]

rbut you shall be called vMy Delight Is in Her,[3]

and your land Married;[4]

for the LORD delights in you,

and your land shall be married.

5 For as a young man marries a young woman,

so wshall your sons marry you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,

so xshall your God rejoice over you.

 6 On your walls, O Jerusalem,

I have set ywatchmen;

all the day and all the night

they shall never be silent.

You who put the LORD in remembrance,

take no rest,

7 and give him no rest

until he establishes Jerusalem

and makes it za praise in the earth.

8 The LORD has sworn aby his right hand

and by his mighty arm:

I will not again give byour grain

to be food for your enemies,

cand foreigners shall not drink your wine

for which you have labored;

9 but dthose who garner it shall eat it

and praise the LORD,

and dthose who gather it shall drink it

in the courts of my sanctuary.[5]

 10 Go through, go through the gates;

eprepare the way for the people;

fbuild up, build up the highway;

clear it of stones;

glift up a signal over the peoples.

11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed

to the end of the earth:

hSay to the daughter of Zion,

iBehold, your salvation comes;

behold, his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.

12 jAnd they shall be called The Holy People,

The Redeemed of the LORD;

kand you shall be called Sought Out,

A City Not Forsaken.

The LORDs Day of Vengeance

 ISAIAH 63  Who is this who comes from lEdom,

in crimsoned garments from lBozrah,

he who is splendid in his apparel,

mmarching in the greatness of his strength?

It is I, speaking in righteousness,

mighty to save.

 2 Why is your napparel red,

and your garments like his owho treads in the winepress?

 3 pI have trodden the winepress alone,

qand from the peoples no one was with me;

I trod them in my anger

and trampled them in my wrath;

their lifeblood[1] spattered on my garments,

and stained all my apparel.

4 rFor the day of vengeance was in my heart,

and my year of redemption[2] had come.

5 I looked, but sthere was no one to help;

I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold;

so my own arm brought me salvation,

and my wrath upheld me.

6 I trampled down the peoples in my anger;

tI made them drunk in my wrath,

and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.

The LORDs Mercy Remembered

 7 I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,

the praises of the LORD,

according to all that the LORD has granted us,

uand the great goodness to the house of Israel

that he has granted them according to his compassion,

according to the abundance of his steadfast love.

8 For he said, Surely they are my people,

children who will not deal falsely.

And he became their Savior.

9 vIn all their affliction he was afflicted,[3]

and the angel of his presence saved them;

win his love and in his pity he redeemed them;

xhe lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

 10 yBut they rebelled

zand grieved his Holy Spirit;

therefore he turned to be their enemy,

and himself fought against them.

11 Then he remembered athe days of old,

of Moses and his people.[4]

bWhere is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them

his Holy Spirit,

12 who caused his glorious arm

to go at the right hand of Moses,

cwho divided the waters before them

dto make for himself an everlasting name,

13 who led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,

they did not stumble.

14 Like livestock that go down into the valley,

ethe Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,

dto make for yourself a glorious name.

Prayer for Mercy

 15 fLook down from heaven and see,

gfrom your holy and beautiful[5] habitation.

Where are hyour zeal and your might?

The stirring of your inner parts and your compassion

are held back from me.

16 For iyou are our Father,

though Abraham does not know us,

and Israel does not acknowledge us;

you, O LORD, are our Father,

jour Redeemer from of old is your name.

17 O LORD, why do you make us wander from your ways

and kharden our heart, so that we fear you not?

lReturn for the sake of your servants,

the tribes of your heritage.

18 mYour holy people held possession for a little while;[6]

nour adversaries have trampled down your sanctuary.

19 oWe have become like those over whom you have never ruled,

like those who are not called by your name.

 ISAIAH 64  pOh that you would rend the heavens and come down,

qthat the mountains might quake at your presence

2 [1] as when fire kindles brushwood

and the fire causes water to boil

rto make your name known to your adversaries,

and that the nations might tremble at your presence!

3 sWhen you did awesome things that we did not look for,

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.

4 tFrom of old no one has heard

or perceived by the ear,

uno eye has seen a God besides you,

who acts for those who wait for him.

5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,

those who remember you in your ways.

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?[2]

6 vWe have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.

wWe all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

7 xThere is no one who calls upon your name,

who rouses himself to take hold of you;

for you have hidden your face from us,

and have made us melt in[3] the hand of our iniquities.

 8 yBut now, O LORD, you are our Father;

zwe are the clay, and you are our potter;

awe are all the work of your hand.

9 bBe not so terribly angry, O LORD,

cand remember not iniquity forever.

Behold, please look, we are all your people.

10 dYour holy cities have become a wilderness;

Zion has become a wilderness,

Jerusalem a desolation.

11 eOur holy and beautiful[4] house,

where our fathers praised you,

has been burned by fire,

and all our pleasant places have become ruins.

12 fWill you restrain yourself at these things, O LORD?

Will you keep silent, and afflict us so terribly?

Judgment and Salvation

 ISAIAH 65  gI was ready to be sought by hthose who did not ask for me;

I was ready to be found by those who did not seek me.

I said, Here I am, here I am,

to a nation that was not called by[1] my name.

2 iI spread out my hands all the day

to a rebellious people,

who walk in a way that is not good,

following their own devices;

3 a people who provoke me

to my face continually,

jsacrificing in gardens

and making offerings on bricks;

4 who sit in tombs,

and spend the night in secret places;

kwho eat pigs flesh,

and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels;

5 who say, Keep to yourself,

do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.

lThese are a smoke in my nostrils,

a fire that burns all the day.

6 Behold, mit is written before me:

nI will not keep silent, but I will repay;

oI will indeed repay into their lap

7 both your iniquities pand your fathers iniquities together,

says the LORD;

qbecause they made offerings on the mountains

qand insulted me on the hills,

I will measure into their lap

payment for their former deeds.[2]

 8 Thus says the LORD:

rAs the new wine is found in the cluster,

and they say, Do not destroy it,

for there is a blessing in it,

so I will do for my servants sake,

sand not destroy them all.

9 tI will bring forth offspring from Jacob,

and from Judah possessors of my mountains;

my chosen shall possess it,

and my servants shall dwell there.

10 uSharon shall become a pasture for flocks,

and vthe Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down,

for my people wwho have sought me.

11 But xyou who forsake the LORD,

who forget ymy holy mountain,

who zset a table for Fortune

and zfill cups of mixed wine for Destiny,

12 I will destine you to the sword,

and all of you shall bow down to the slaughter,

abecause, when I called, you did not answer;

when I spoke, you did not listen,

bbut you did what was evil in my eyes

and chose what I did not delight in.

 13 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

Behold, cmy servants shall eat,

but you shall be hungry;

behold, my servants shall drink,

but you shall be thirsty;

behold, my servants shall rejoice,

but you shall be put to shame;

14 behold, dmy servants shall sing for gladness of heart,

but you shall cry out for pain of heart

and shall wail for breaking of spirit.

15 You shall leave your name to emy chosen ffor a curse,

and the Lord GOD will put you to death,

but his servants ghe will call by another name.

16 So that he who hblesses himself in the land

shall bless himself by hthe God of truth,

and he who takes an oath in the land

shall swear by ithe God of truth;

jbecause the former troubles are forgotten

and are hidden from my eyes.

New Heavens and a New Earth

 17 For behold, kI create new heavens

and a new earth,

and the former things shall not be remembered

or come into mind.

18 But be glad and rejoice forever

in that which I create;

for behold, lI create Jerusalem to be a joy,

and her people to be a gladness.

19 mI will rejoice in Jerusalem

and be glad in my people;

nno more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping

and the cry of distress.

20 No more shall there be in it

an infant who lives but a few days,

or an old man who does not fill out his days,

for othe young man shall die a hundred years old,

and pthe sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.

21 qThey shall build houses and inhabit them;

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

22 qThey shall not build and another inhabit;

they shall not plant and another eat;

rfor like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,

and my chosen shall long enjoy[3] the work of their hands.

23 sThey shall not labor in vain

tor bear children for calamity,[4]

for uthey shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,

and their descendants with them.

24 vBefore they call I will answer;

wwhile they are yet speaking I will hear.

25 xThe wolf and the lamb shall graze together;

the lion shall eat straw like the ox,

and ydust shall be the serpents food.

zThey shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain,

says the LORD.

The Humble and Contrite in Spirit

 ISAIAH 66  aThus says the LORD:

bHeaven is my throne,

and the earth is my footstool;

what is the house that you would build for me,

and what is the place of my rest?

2 cAll these things my hand has made,

and so all these things came to be,

declares the LORD.

dBut this is the one to whom I will look:

he who is humble and contrite in spirit

and trembles at my word.

 3 eHe who slaughters an ox is like one who kills a man;

he who sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks a dogs neck;

he who presents a grain offering, like one who offers fpigs blood;

he who makes a memorial offering of frankincense, like one who blesses an idol.

gThese have chosen their own ways,

and their soul delights in their abominations;

4 hI also will choose harsh treatment for them

and bring itheir fears upon them,

jbecause when I called, no one answered,

when I spoke, they did not listen;

kbut they did what was evil in my eyes

and chose that in which I did not delight.

 5 Hear the word of the LORD,

you who tremble at his word:

Your brothers who hate you

and cast you out for my names sake

have said, lLet the LORD be glorified,

that we may see your joy;

but it is they who shall be put to shame.

 6 The sound of an uproar from the city!

A sound from the temple!

The sound of the LORD,

mrendering recompense to his enemies!

Rejoice with Jerusalem

 7 nBefore she was in labor

she gave birth;

before her pain came upon her

she delivered a son.

8 Who has heard such a thing?

Who has seen such things?

Shall a land be born in one day?

Shall a nation be brought forth in one moment?

For nas soon as Zion was in labor

she brought forth her children.

9 Shall I bring to the point of birth and not cause to bring forth?

says the LORD;

shall I, who cause to bring forth, shut the womb?

says your God.

 10 oRejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,

all you who love her;

rejoice with her in joy,

all you who mourn over her;

11 that you may nurse and be satisfied

from her consoling breast;

that you may drink deeply with delight

from her glorious abundance.[1]

 12 For thus says the LORD:

pBehold, I will extend peace to her like a river,

and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;

and qyou shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip,

and bounced upon her knees.

13 As one whom his mother comforts,

so rI will comfort you;

you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;

syour bones shall flourish like the grass;

and tthe hand of the LORD shall be known to his servants,

and he shall show his indignation against his enemies.

Final Judgment and Glory of the LORD

 15 For behold, uthe LORD will come in fire,

and vhis chariots like the whirlwind,

to render his anger in fury,

and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16 For wby fire xwill the LORD enter into judgment,

and by his sword, with all flesh;

and those slain by the LORD shall be many.

 17yThose who sanctify and purify themselves to go into the gardens, following one in the midst, zeating pigs flesh and the abomination and mice, shall come to an end together, declares the LORD.

 18For I know[2] their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming[3] ato gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19and I will set a sign among them. And from them bI will send survivors to the nations, to cTarshish, dPul, and dLud, who draw the bow, to eTubal and eJavan, fto the coastlands far away, gthat have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20hAnd they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations ias an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. 21jAnd some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD.

 22 For as kthe new heavens and the new earth

that I make

shall remain before me, says the LORD,

so lshall your offspring and your name remain.

23 mFrom new moon to new moon,

and from Sabbath to Sabbath,

all flesh shall come to worship before me,

declares the LORD.

 24And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For ntheir worm shall not die, otheir fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 Or Sons; also verse 4

[2] 1:10 Or law

[3] 1:18 Or dispute

[4] 1:21 Or become unchaste

[5] 1:29 Some Hebrew manuscripts you


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 2

[1] 2:3 Or teaching

[2] 2:19 Hebrew dust


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Hebrew staff

[2] 3:4 Or caprice

[3] 3:7 Hebrew binder of wounds

[4] 3:8 Hebrew the eyes of his glory

[5] 3:12 Or they have confused

[6] 3:14 Or grazed over; compare Exodus 22:5


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 4

[1] 4:4 Or purging


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 5

[1] 5:5 Or grazed over; compare Exodus 22:5

[2] 5:7 The Hebrew words for justice and bloodshed sound alike

[3] 5:7 The Hebrew words for righteous and outcry sound alike

[4] 5:10 Hebrew ten yoke, the area ten yoke of oxen can plow in a day

[5] 5:10 A bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters; a homer was about 6 bushels or 220 liters; an ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[6] 5:13 Or without their knowledge

[7] 5:13 Or die of hunger

[8] 5:14 Hebrew her nobility

[9] 5:15 Hebrew high

[10] 5:16 Hebrew high


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Or hem

[2] 6:3 Or may his glory fill the whole earth

[3] 6:9 Or Hear indeed

[4] 6:9 Or see indeed

[5] 6:10 Hebrew fat

[6] 6:13 Or purged

[7] 6:13 Or offspring


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 Hebrew Syria has rested upon

[2] 7:2 Hebrew his heart

[3] 7:3 Shear-jashub means A remnant shall return

[4] 7:6 Hebrew let us split it open

[5] 7:9 The Hebrew for you is plural in verses 9, 13, 14

[6] 7:11 The Hebrew for you and your is singular in verses 11, 16, 17

[7] 7:13 That is, Isaiah

[8] 7:14 Immanuel means God is with us

[9] 7:19 Or watering holes, or brambles

[10] 7:23 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 8

[1] 8:1 Hebrew with a man's stylus

[2] 8:1 Maher-shalal-hash-baz means The spoil speeds, the prey hastens

[3] 8:9 Or Be evil

[4] 8:9 Or dismayed

[5] 8:10 The Hebrew for God is with us is Immanuel

[6] 8:16 Or law; also verse 20

[7] 8:21 Hebrew it

[8] 8:21 Or speak contemptuously by


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 9

[1] 9:1 Ch 8:23 in Hebrew

[2] 9:1 Or of the Gentiles

[3] 9:2 Ch 9:1 in Hebrew

[4] 9:6 Or is upon

[5] 9:6 Or is called

[6] 9:17 Or speaks disgraceful things


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 10

[1] 10:12 Hebrew I

[2] 10:27 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 11

[1] 11:11 Probably Nubia

[2] 11:15 Hebrew devote to destruction

[3] 11:15 Or wind


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 12

[1] 12:1 The Hebrew for you is singular in verse 1

[2] 12:2 Hebrew for Yah, the LORD

[3] 12:3 The Hebrew for you is plural in verses 3, 4

[4] 12:5 Or this is made known

[5] 12:6 The Hebrew for your in verse 6 is singular, referring to the inhabitant of Zion


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 13

[1] 13:3 Or those who exult in my majesty

[2] 13:5 Or earth; also verse 9

[3] 13:6 The Hebrew words for destruction and almighty sound alike

[4] 13:18 Hebrew dash in pieces

[5] 13:21 Or owls

[6] 13:22 Or foxes


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 14

[1] 14:2 Or servants

[2] 14:4 Dead Sea Scroll (compare Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate); the meaning of the word in the Masoretic Text is uncertain

[3] 14:13 Or in the remote parts of Zaphon

[4] 14:18 Hebrew house

[5] 14:23 Possibly porcupine, or owl


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 15

[1] 15:2 Hebrew the house

[2] 15:2 Or temple, even Dibon to the high places

[3] 15:9 Dead Sea Scroll, Vulgate (compare Syriac); Masoretic Text Dimon; twice in this verse


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 16

[1] 16:4 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac; Masoretic Text let my outcasts sojourn among you; as for Moab, be a shelter to them


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 17

[1] 17:11 Or though you carefully fence them

[2] 17:11 Or will be a heap


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 18

[1] 18:1 Probably Nubia


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 19

[1] 19:3 Or I will swallow up

[2] 19:18 Dead Sea Scroll and some other manuscripts City of the Sun


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 20

[1] 20:3 Probably Nubia


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 21

[1] 21:5 Or they set the watchman

[2] 21:8 Dead Sea Scroll, Syriac; Masoretic Text Then a lion cried out, or Then he cried out like a lion


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 23

[1] 23:1 Hebrew Kittim; also verse 12

[2] 23:5 Hebrew they will have labor pains

[3] 23:9 The Hebrew words for glory and hosts sound alike

[4] 23:13 Or that has become nothing

[5] 23:15 Or lifetime


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 24

[1] 24:1 Or land; also throughout this chapter

[2] 24:14 Hebrew from the sea

[3] 24:15 Hebrew in the realm of light

[4] 24:17 The Hebrew words for terror, pit, and snare sound alike


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 25

[1] 25:10 The Hebrew words for dunghill and for the Moabite town Madmen (Jeremiah 48:2) sound alike

[2] 25:11 Or in spite of the skill


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 27

[1] 27:2 Many Hebrew manuscripts A vineyard of wine

[2] 27:6 Hebrew In those to come

[3] 27:8 Or By driving her away; the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[4] 27:8 Or wind

[5] 27:9 Septuagint and this is the blessing when I take away his sin

[6] 27:12 Hebrew from the River


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 28

[1] 28:5 The Hebrew words for glory and hosts sound alike

[2] 28:7 Or confused by

[3] 28:16 Dead Sea Scroll I am laying

[4] 28:25 A type of wheat

[5] 28:28 Or Grain is crushed for bread; he will surely thresh it, but not forever


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 29

[1] 29:2 Ariel could mean lion of God, or hero (2 Samuel 23:20), or altar hearth (Ezekiel 43:1516)

[2] 29:9 Or Linger awhile


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 30

[1] 30:1 Hebrew who weave a web

[2] 30:8 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, Targum, Vulgate, and Greek versions; Masoretic Text forever and ever

[3] 30:15 Or repentance

[4] 30:27 Hebrew in weight of uplifted clouds

[5] 30:33 Or For Topheth


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 31

[1] 31:4 The Hebrew words for hosts and to fight sound alike

[2] 31:6 Hebrew they


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 32

[1] 32:17 Or security


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 33

[1] 33:6 Hebrew his

[2] 33:8 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll witnesses


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 34

[1] 34:2 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verse 5

[2] 34:9 Hebrew her streams

[3] 34:11 The identity of the animals rendered hawk and porcupine is uncertain

[4] 34:11 Hebrew formlessness

[5] 34:13 Or owls

[6] 34:14 Identity uncertain


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 35

[1] 35:8 Or if they are fools, they shall not wander in it


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 36

[1] 36:2 Rabshakeh is the title of a high-ranking Assyrian military officer

[2] 36:16 Hebrew Make a blessing with me


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 37

[1] 37:9 Probably Nubia

[2] 37:27 Some Hebrew manuscripts and 2 Kings 19:26; most Hebrew manuscripts like a field


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 38

[1] 38:1 Or live; also verses 9, 21

[2] 38:5 Hebrew to your days

[3] 38:8 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain

[4] 38:10 Or In the quiet

[5] 38:13 Or (with Targum) I cried for help


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 40

[1] 40:2 Or hardship

[2] 40:3 Or A voice of one crying

[3] 40:6 Revocalization based on Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Vulgate; Masoretic Text And someone says

[4] 40:6 Or all its constancy

[5] 40:9 Or O herald of good news to Zion

[6] 40:9 Or O herald of good news to Jerusalem

[7] 40:13 Or has directed

[8] 40:20 Or He chooses valuable wood


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 41

[1] 41:2 Or whom righteousness calls to follow?

[2] 41:23 Or that we may both be dismayed and see

[3] 41:27 Or Formerly I said


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 42

[1] 42:4 Or bruised

[2] 42:6 The Hebrew for you is singular; four times in this verse

[3] 42:15 Or into coastlands

[4] 42:19 Or as the one at peace with me


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 44

[1] 44:7 Or Who like me can proclaim it?

[2] 44:23 Or will display his beauty


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 45

[1] 45:2 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint level the mountains

[2] 45:11 A slight emendation yields will you question me about my children, or command me concerning the work of my hands?

[3] 45:19 Hebrew in emptiness

[4] 45:23 Septuagint every tongue shall confess to God


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 48

[1] 48:10 Or I have chosen

[2] 48:11 Hebrew lacks my name


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 49

[1] 49:3 Or I will display my beauty

[2] 49:12 Hebrew from the sea

[3] 49:12 Dead Sea Scroll; Masoretic Text Sinim

[4] 49:17 Dead Sea Scroll; Masoretic Text Your children make haste

[5] 49:22 Hebrew in their bosom

[6] 49:24 Dead Sea Scroll, Syriac, Vulgate (see also verse 25); Masoretic Text of a righteous man


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 51

[1] 51:4 Or for teaching; also verse 7

[2] 51:6 Or will die like gnats

[3] 51:16 Or planting

[4] 51:19 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Masoretic Text how shall I comfort you


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 52

[1] 52:4 Or the Assyrian has oppressed them of late

[2] 52:13 Or shall prosper

[3] 52:15 Or startle


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 53

[1] 53:1 Or Who has believed what we have heard?

[2] 53:3 Or forsaken

[3] 53:3 Or pains; also verse 4

[4] 53:3 Or and knowing

[5] 53:3 Or sickness; also verse 4

[6] 53:3 Or as one who hides his face from us

[7] 53:10 Or he has made him sick

[8] 53:10 Or when you make his soul

[9] 53:11 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll he shall see light

[10] 53:12 Or with the great

[11] 53:12 Or with the numerous


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 54

[1] 54:9 Some manuscripts For this is as the waters of Noah

[2] 54:11 Or lapis lazuli

[3] 54:12 Or jasper, or ruby

[4] 54:12 Or crystal

[5] 54:17 Or righteousness


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 57

[1] 57:5 Or among the terebinths

[2] 57:8 Or on a monument (see 56:5); Hebrew on a hand

[3] 57:10 Hebrew and so you were not sick


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 58

[1] 58:3 Or pursue your own business

[2] 58:6 Or bruised

[3] 58:13 Or business

[4] 58:13 Or pursuing your own business

[5] 58:13 Hebrew or speaking a word

[6] 58:14 Or of the land


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 59

[1] 59:15 Hebrew and it was evil in his eyes

[2] 59:19 Hebrew a narrow river


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 60

[1] 60:5 Hebrew your heart shall tremble and grow wide

[2] 60:19 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Targum add by night

[3] 60:19 Or your beauty

[4] 60:21 Or that I might display my beauty


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 61

[1] 61:1 Or afflicted

[2] 61:1 Or the opening [of the eyes] to those who are blind; Septuagint and recovery of sight to the blind

[3] 61:3 Or that he may display his beauty

[4] 61:8 Or robbery with a burnt offering


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 62

[1] 62:4 Hebrew Azubah

[2] 62:4 Hebrew Shemamah

[3] 62:4 Hebrew Hephzibah

[4] 62:4 Hebrew Beulah

[5] 62:9 Or in my holy courts


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 63

[1] 63:3 Or their juice; also verse 6

[2] 63:4 Or the year of my redeemed

[3] 63:9 Or he did not afflict

[4] 63:11 Or Then his people remembered the days of old, of Moses

[5] 63:15 Or holy and glorious

[6] 63:18 Or They have dispossessed your holy people for a little while


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 64

[1] 64:2 Ch 64:1 in Hebrew

[2] 64:5 Or in your ways is continuance, that we might be saved

[3] 64:7 Masoretic Text; Septuagint, Syriac, Targum have delivered us into

[4] 64:11 Or holy and glorious


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 65

[1] 65:1 Or that did not call upon

[2] 65:7 Or I will first measure their payment into their lap

[3] 65:22 Hebrew shall wear out

[4] 65:23 Or for sudden terror


Footnotes for Isaiah, Chapter 66

[1] 66:11 Or breast

[2] 66:18 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew lacks know

[3] 66:18 Hebrew and it is coming
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Jeremiah

 JEREMIAH 1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one aof the priests who were in bAnathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of cJosiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in dthe thirteenth year of his reign. 3It came also in the days of eJehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and funtil the end of the eleventh year of gZedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, huntil the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month.

The Call of Jeremiah

 4Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

 5 iBefore I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born jI consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet kto the nations.

 6Then I said, Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, lI do not know how to speak, mfor I am only a youth. 7But the LORD said to me,

 Do not say, I am only a youth;

for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,

and nwhatever I command you, you shall speak.

8 oDo not be afraid of them,

pfor I am with you to deliver you,

declares the LORD.

 9qThen the LORD put out his hand and rtouched my mouth. And the LORD said to me,

 Behold, I have put smy words in your mouth.

10 See, I have set you this day kover nations and over kingdoms,

tto pluck up and to break down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.

 11And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, uJeremiah, what do you see? And I said, I see an almond[1] branch. 12Then the LORD said to me, You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.

 13The word of the LORD came to me a second time, saying, What do you see? And I said, I see va boiling pot, facing away wfrom the north. 14Then the LORD said to me, wOut of the north disaster[2] shall be let loose upon all the inhabitants of the land. 15For behold, xI am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, declares the LORD, yand they shall come, and every one shall set his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, against all its walls all around and against all the cities of Judah. 16And zI will declare my judgments against them, for all their evil ain forsaking me. bThey have made offerings to other gods and cworshiped the works of their own hands. 17But you, ddress yourself for work;[3] arise, and esay to them everything that I command you. fDo not be dismayed by them, lest I dismay you before them. 18And I, behold, I make you this day ga fortified city, han iron pillar, and ibronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people of the land. 19iThey will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you, for jI am with you, declares the LORD, to deliver you.

Israel Forsakes the LORD

 JEREMIAH 2 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the LORD,

 I remember the devotion of kyour youth,

your love las a bride,

mhow you followed me in the wilderness,

nin a land not sown.

3 oIsrael was holy to the LORD,

pthe firstfruits of his harvest.

qAll who ate of it incurred guilt;

disaster came upon them,

declares the LORD.

 4Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the clans of the house of Israel. 5Thus says the LORD:

 rWhat wrong did your fathers find in me

that they went far from me,

sand went after tworthlessness, and became worthless?

6 They did not say, uWhere is the LORD

who brought us up from the land of Egypt,

who led us vin the wilderness,

in a land of deserts and pits,

in a land of drought and deep darkness,

in a land that none passes through,

where no man dwells?

7 wAnd I brought you into a plentiful land

to enjoy its fruits and its good things.

But when you came in, xyou defiled my land

and made my heritage an abomination.

8 The priests did not say, Where is the LORD?

yThose who handle the law did not know me;

zthe shepherds[1] transgressed against me;

athe prophets prophesied by Baal

and went after bthings that do not profit.

 9 Therefore cI still contend with you,

declares the LORD,

and dwith your childrens children I will contend.

10 For cross to the coasts of eCyprus and see,

or send to fKedar and examine with care;

see if there has been such a thing.

11 gHas a nation changed its gods,

heven though they are no gods?

But my people ihave changed their glory

for bthat which does not profit.

12 Be appalled, jO heavens, at this;

be shocked, be utterly desolate,

declares the LORD,

13 for my people have committed two evils:

kthey have forsaken lme,

the fountain of mliving waters,

and hewed out cisterns for themselves,

broken cisterns that can hold no water.

 14 nIs Israel a slave? Is he a homeborn servant?

Why then has he become a prey?

15 oThe lions have roared against him;

they have roared loudly.

They have made his land a waste;

his cities are in ruins, pwithout inhabitant.

16 Moreover, the men of qMemphis and rTahpanhes

shave shaved[2] the crown of your head.

17 tHave you not brought this upon yourself

by forsaking the LORD your God,

when uhe led you in the way?

18 vAnd now what do you gain by going to Egypt

to drink the waters of wthe Nile?

xOr what do you gain by going to Assyria

to drink the waters of ythe Euphrates?[3]

19 zYour evil will chastise you,

and ayour apostasy will reprove you.

Know and see that it is evil and bbitter

for cyou to forsake the LORD your God;

the fear of me is not in you,

declares the Lord GOD of hosts.

 20 For long ago I dbroke your yoke

and burst your bonds;

but you said, eI will not serve.

Yes, fon every high hill

and under every green tree

you bowed down glike a whore.

21 hYet I planted you a choice vine,

wholly of pure seed.

iHow then have you turned degenerate

and become a wild vine?

22 Though you wash yourself with lye

and use much soap,

jthe stain of your guilt is still before me,

declares the Lord GOD.

23 kHow can you say, I am not unclean,

I have not gone after the Baals?

Look at your way lin the valley;

know what you have done

a restless young camel running here and there,

24 ma wild donkey used to the wilderness,

in her heat sniffing the wind!

Who can restrain her lust?

None who seek her need weary themselves;

in her month they will find her.

25 Keep nyour feet from going unshod

and oyour throat from thirst.

But you said, It is hopeless,

pfor I have loved foreigners,

and after them I will go.

 26 As a thief is shamed when caught,

so the house of Israel shall be shamed:

qthey, their kings, their officials,

their priests, and their prophets,

27 who say to a tree, You are my father,

and to a stone, You gave me birth.

For they have turned their back to me,

and not their face.

But rin the time of their trouble they say,

Arise and save us!

28 But swhere are your gods

that you made for yourself?

Let them arise, tif they can save you,

in your time of trouble;

for uas many as your cities

are your gods, O Judah.

 29 Why do you contend with me?

You have all transgressed against me,

declares the LORD.

30 In vain have I vstruck your children;

they took no correction;

wyour own sword devoured your prophets

like a ravening lion.

31 And you, O generation, behold the word of the LORD.

Have I been a wilderness to Israel,

or a land of thick darkness?

Why then do my people say, We are free,

we will come no more to you?

32 xCan a virgin forget her ornaments,

or a bride her attire?

Yet ymy people have forgotten me

days without number.

 33 How well you direct your course

to seek love!

So that even to wicked women

you have taught your ways.

34 Also on your skirts is found

zthe lifeblood of the guiltless poor;

you did not find them abreaking in.

Yet in spite of all these things

35 you say, I am innocent;

surely his anger has turned from me.

bBehold, I will bring you to judgment

for csaying, I have not sinned.

36 dHow much you go about,

changing your way!

You shall be eput to shame by Egypt

as you were put to shame by Assyria.

37 From it too you will come away

with fyour hands on your head,

for the LORD has rejected those in whom you trust,

and you will not prosper by them.

 JEREMIAH 3  gIf[1] a man divorces his wife

and she goes from him

and becomes another mans wife,

will he return to her?

hWould not that land be greatly polluted?

iYou have played the whore with many lovers;

and would you return to me?

declares the LORD.

2 Lift up your eyes to jthe bare heights, and see!

Where have you not been ravished?

kBy the waysides you have sat awaiting lovers

like an Arab in the wilderness.

hYou have polluted the land

with your vile whoredom.

3 lTherefore the showers have been withheld,

and the spring rain has not come;

yet you have mthe forehead of a whore;

you refuse to be ashamed.

4 Have you not just now ncalled to me,

My father, you are the friend of my youth

5 owill he be angry forever,

will he be indignant to the end?

Behold, you have spoken,

but you have done all the evil that you could.

Faithless Israel Called to Repentance

 6The LORD said to me in the days of pKing Josiah: Have you seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, qhow she went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and there iplayed the whore? 7And I thought, After she has done all this she will return to me, but she did not return, and her treacherous rsister Judah saw it. 8She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, sI had sent her away with ta decree of divorce. uYet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went iand played the whore. 9Because she took her whoredom lightly, she polluted the land, committing adultery with vstone and tree. 10Yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me wwith her whole heart, but in pretense, declares the LORD.

 11And the LORD said to me, xFaithless Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah. 12Go, and proclaim these words toward ythe north, and say,

 zReturn, faithless Israel,

declares the LORD.

I will not look on you in anger,

for aI am merciful,

declares the LORD;

bI will not be angry forever.

13 cOnly acknowledge your guilt,

that you rebelled against the LORD your God

and scattered your favors among foreigners under devery green tree,

and that you have not obeyed my voice,

declares the LORD.

14 eReturn, O faithless children,

declares the LORD;

ffor I am your master;

I will take you, one from a city and two from a family,

and I will bring you to Zion.

 15And gI will give you shepherds after my own heart, hwho will feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, declares the LORD, they shall no more say, The ark of the covenant of the LORD. It shall not come to mind or be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again. 17At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the LORD, iand all nations shall gather to it, jto the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart. 18kIn those days the house of Judah shall join the house of Israel, and together they shall come from the land lof the north to mthe land that I gave your fathers for a heritage.

 19 I said,

How I would set you among my sons,

and give you a pleasant land,

a heritage most beautiful of all nations.

And I thought you would ncall me, My Father,

and would not turn from following me.

20 oSurely, as a treacherous wife leaves her husband,

so have you been treacherous to me, O house of Israel,

declares the LORD.

 21 A voice on the pbare heights is heard,

qthe weeping and pleading of Israels sons

because they have perverted their way;

they have forgotten the LORD their God.

22 rReturn, O faithless sons;

sI will heal your faithlessness.

Behold, we come to you,

for you are the LORD our God.

23 Truly tthe hills are a delusion,

the orgies[2] on the mountains.

uTruly in the LORD our God

is the salvation of Israel.

 24But from our youth the shameful thing has devoured all for which our fathers labored, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 25vLet us lie down in our shame, and let our dishonor cover us. For wwe have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day, and we have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.

 JEREMIAH 4  If you return, O Israel,

declares the LORD,

xto me you should return.

If you remove your detestable things from my presence,

yand do not waver,

2 zand if you swear, As the LORD lives,

in truth, in justice, and in righteousness,

then anations shall bless themselves in him,

band in him shall they glory.

 3For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:

 cBreak up your fallow ground,

and dsow not among thorns.

4 eCircumcise yourselves to the LORD;

remove the foreskin of your hearts,

O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem;

flest my wrath go forth like fire,

and burn with none to quench it,

gbecause of the evil of your deeds.

Disaster from the North

 5Declare in Judah, and proclaim in Jerusalem, and say,

 hBlow the trumpet through the land;

cry aloud and say,

iAssemble, and let us go

into the fortified cities!

6 jRaise a standard toward Zion,

flee for safety, stay not,

for I bring disaster from kthe north,

land great destruction.

7 mA lion has gone up from his thicket,

a destroyer of nations has set out;

he has gone out from his place

to make your land a waste;

your cities will be ruins

nwithout inhabitant.

8 For this oput on sackcloth,

lament and wail,

for pthe fierce anger of the LORD

has not turned back from us.

 9In that day, declares the LORD, qcourage shall fail both king and officials. The priests shall be appalled and the prophets astounded. 10Then I said, Ah, Lord GOD, rsurely you have utterly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, It shall be well with you, whereas the sword has reached their very life.

 11At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A hot wind from sthe bare heights in the desert toward the daughter of my people, not to winnow or cleanse, 12a wind too full for this comes for me. Now it is I who tspeak in judgment upon them.

 13 Behold, he comes up like clouds;

uhis chariots like the whirlwind;

his horses are vswifter than eagles

woe to us, wfor we are ruined!

14 O Jerusalem, xwash your heart from evil,

that you may be saved.

How long shall your wicked thoughts

lodge within you?

15 For a voice ydeclares from Dan

and proclaims trouble from zMount Ephraim.

16 Warn the nations that he is coming;

announce to Jerusalem,

Besiegers come afrom a distant land;

they shout against the cities of Judah.

17 Like keepers of a field bare they against her all around,

because she has rebelled against me,

declares the LORD.

18 Your ways and your deeds

have brought this upon you.

This is your doom, and cit is bitter;

it has reached your very heart.

Anguish over Judahs Desolation

 19 dMy anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain!

Oh the walls of my heart!

My heart is beating wildly;

I cannot keep silent,

for I hear the sound of the trumpet,

the alarm of war.

20 eCrash follows hard on crash;

the whole land is laid waste.

fSuddenly my tents are laid waste,

my curtains in a moment.

21 How long must I see the standard

and hear the sound of the trumpet?

 22 For gmy people are foolish;

they know me not;

they are stupid children;

they have no understanding.

hThey are wisein doing evil!

But how to do good they know not.

 23 I looked on the earth, and behold, it was iwithout form and void;

jand to the heavens, and they had no light.

24 I looked on kthe mountains, and behold, they were quaking,

and all the hills moved to and fro.

25 lI looked, and behold, there was no man,

and all the birds of the air had fled.

26 I looked, and behold, the mfruitful land was a desert,

and all its cities were laid in ruins

before the LORD, before nhis fierce anger.

 27For thus says the LORD, The whole land shall be a desolation; oyet I will not make a full end.

 28 pFor this the earth shall mourn,

qand the heavens above be dark;

for I have spoken; I have purposed;

rI have not relented, nor will I turn back.

 29 At the noise of horseman and archer

every city takes to flight;

they enter thickets; they climb among rocks;

all the cities are forsaken,

and sno man dwells in them.

30 And you, O desolate one,

what do you mean that you dress in scarlet,

tthat you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold,

uthat you enlarge your eyes with paint?

In vain you beautify yourself.

vYour lovers despise you;

they seek your life.

31 For I heard wa cry as of a woman in labor,

anguish as of one giving birth to her first child,

the cry of the daughter of Zion gasping for breath,

xstretching out her hands,

Woe is me! I am fainting before murderers.

Jerusalem Refused to Repent

 JEREMIAH 5  yRun to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem,

look and take note!

Search her squares to see

zif you can find a man,

one who does justice

and seeks truth,

athat I may pardon her.

2 bThough they say, As the LORD lives,

cyet they swear falsely.

3 O LORD, do not your eyes look for truth?

dYou have struck them down,

but they felt no anguish;

you have consumed them,

but they refused to take correction.

eThey have made their faces harder than rock;

they have refused to repent.

 4 Then I said, These are only the poor;

they have no sense;

ffor they do not know the way of the LORD,

the justice of their God.

5 I will go to the great

and will speak to them,

for they know the way of the LORD,

the justice of their God.

gBut they all alike had broken the yoke;

they had burst the bonds.

 6 Therefore ha lion from the forest shall strike them down;

a iwolf from the desert shall devastate them.

jA leopard is watching their cities;

everyone who goes out of them shall be torn in pieces,

because their transgressions are many,

their kapostasies are great.

 7 lHow can I pardon you?

Your children have forsaken me

mand have sworn by those who are no gods.

nWhen I fed them to the full,

othey committed adultery

pand trooped to the houses of whores.

8 They were well-fed, lusty stallions,

qeach neighing rfor his neighbors wife.

9 sShall I not punish them for these things?

declares the LORD;

and shall I not avenge myself

on a nation such as this?

 10 tGo up through her vine rows and destroy,

ubut make not a full end;

strip away her branches,

for they are not the LORDs.

11 vFor the house of Israel and the house of Judah

have been utterly treacherous to me,

declares the LORD.

12 They have spoken falsely of the LORD

and have said, He will do nothing;

wno disaster will come upon us,

xnor shall we see sword or famine.

13 The prophets will become wind;

the word is not in them.

Thus shall it be done to them!

The LORD Proclaims Judgment

 14 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts:

Because you have spoken this word,

behold, yI am making my words in your mouth za fire,

and this people wood, and the fire shall consume them.

15 aBehold, I am bringing against you

a nation from afar, O house of Israel,

declares the LORD.

It is an enduring nation;

it is an ancient nation,

a nation whose language you do not know,

bnor can you understand what they say.

16 cTheir quiver is like dan open tomb;

they are all mighty warriors.

17 eThey shall eat up your harvest and your food;

they shall eat up your sons and your daughters;

they shall eat up your flocks and your herds;

they shall eat up your vines and your fig trees;

your ffortified cities in which you trust

they shall beat down with the sword.

 18But even in those days, declares the LORD, uI will not make a full end of you. 19And when your people say, gWhy has the LORD our God done all these things to us? you shall say to them, As you have forsaken me and served foreign gods in your land, hso you shall serve foreigners in a land that is not yours.

 20 Declare this in the house of Jacob;

proclaim it in Judah:

21 Hear this, iO foolish and senseless people,

jwho have eyes, but see not,

who have ears, but hear not.

22 kDo you not fear me? declares the LORD.

Do you not tremble before me?

I placed the sand las the boundary for the sea,

a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass;

though the waves toss, they cannot prevail;

though mthey roar, they cannot pass over it.

23 nBut this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart;

they have turned aside and gone away.

24 They do not say in their hearts,

Let us fear the LORD our God,

owho gives the rain in its season,

the autumn rain and the spring rain,

and keeps for us

pthe weeks appointed for the harvest.

25 qYour iniquities have turned these away,

and your sins have kept good from you.

26 For wicked men are found among my people;

rthey lurk like fowlers lying in wait.[1]

sThey set a trap;

they catch men.

27 Like a cage full of birds,

their houses are full of deceit;

therefore they have become great and rich;

28 tthey have grown fat and sleek.

They know no bounds in deeds of evil;

uthey judge not with justice

the cause of the fatherless, to make it prosper,

and they do not defend the rights of the needy.

29 vShall I not punish them for these things?

declares the LORD,

and shall I not avenge myself

on a nation such as this?

 30 An appalling and whorrible thing

has happened in the land:

31 xthe prophets prophesy falsely,

and the priests rule at their direction;

ymy people love to have it so,

but what will you do when the end comes?

Impending Disaster for Jerusalem

 JEREMIAH 6  Flee for safety, zO people of Benjamin,

from the midst of Jerusalem!

Blow the trumpet in aTekoa,

and raise a signal on bBeth-haccherem,

for disaster looms cout of the north,

and great destruction.

2 The lovely and delicately bred I will destroy,

dthe daughter of Zion.[1]

3 eShepherds with their flocks shall come against her;

fthey shall pitch their tents around her;

they shall pasture, each in his place.

4 gPrepare war against her;

arise, and let us attack hat noon!

Woe to us, for the day declines,

for the shadows of evening lengthen!

5 Arise, and let us attack by night

and destroy her palaces!

 6 For thus says the LORD of hosts:

iCut down her trees;

jcast up a siege mound against Jerusalem.

This is the city that must be kpunished;

there is nothing but oppression within her.

7 lAs a well keeps its water fresh,

so she keeps fresh her evil;

mviolence and destruction are heard within her;

sickness and wounds are ever before me.

8 Be warned, O Jerusalem,

nlest I turn from you in disgust,

lest I make you oa desolation,

an uninhabited land.

 9 Thus says the LORD of hosts:

pThey shall glean thoroughly as a vine

the remnant of Israel;

like a grape gatherer pass your hand again

over its branches.

10 qTo whom shall I speak and give warning,

that they may hear?

rBehold, their ears are uncircumcised,

sthey cannot listen;

behold, tthe word of the LORD is to them an object of scorn;

they take no pleasure in it.

11 Therefore I am full of the wrath of the LORD;

uI am weary of holding it in.

vPour it out upon the children in the street,

and upon the gatherings of young men, also;

wboth husband and wife xshall be taken,

the elderly and the very aged.

12 yTheir houses shall be turned over to others,

their fields and wives together,

for I will stretch out my hand

against the inhabitants of the land,

declares the LORD.

13 zFor from the least to the greatest of them,

everyone ais greedy for unjust gain;

and from bprophet to priest,

everyone deals falsely.

14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly,

saying, cPeace, peace,

dwhen there is no peace.

15 eWere they ashamed when they committed abomination?

No, they were not at all ashamed;

they did not know how to blush.

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;

fat the time that I punish them, they shall be overthrown,

says the LORD.

 16 Thus says the LORD:

Stand by the roads, and look,

and ask for gthe ancient paths,

where the good way is; and walk in it,

hand find rest for your souls.

But they said, We will not walk in it.

17 iI set watchmen over you, saying,

Pay attention to jthe sound of the trumpet!

But they said, kWe will not pay attention.

18 Therefore hear, O nations,

and know, O congregation, what will happen to them.

19 Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing disaster upon this people,

lthe fruit of their devices,

because they have not paid attention to my words;

and as for my law, they have rejected it.

20 mWhat use to me is nfrankincense that comes from oSheba,

or sweet cane from a distant land?

pYour burnt offerings are not acceptable,

nor your sacrifices pleasing to me.

21 Therefore thus says the LORD:

qBehold, I will lay before this people

stumbling blocks against which they shall stumble;

fathers and sons together,

neighbor and friend shall perish.

 22 Thus says the LORD:

rBehold, a people is coming sfrom the north country,

a great nation is stirring from tthe farthest parts of the earth.

23 They lay hold on bow and javelin;

they are ucruel and have no mercy;

vthe sound of them is like the roaring sea;

they ride on horses,

set in array as a man for battle,

against you, O daughter of Zion!

24 We have heard the report of it;

wour hands fall helpless;

anguish has taken hold of us,

xpain as of a woman in labor.

25 Go not out into the field,

nor walk on the road,

for the enemy has a sword;

yterror is on every side.

26 O daughter of my people, zput on sackcloth,

and aroll in ashes;

bmake mourning as for an only son,

most bitter lamentation,

for suddenly the destroyer

will come upon us.

 27 I have made you ca tester of metals among my people,

that you may know and dtest their ways.

28 eThey are all stubbornly rebellious,

fgoing about with slanders;

they are gbronze and iron;

all of them act corruptly.

29 The gbellows blow fiercely;

the lead is consumed by the fire;

hin vain the refining goes on,

for the wicked are not removed.

30 iRejected silver they are called,

for the LORD has rejected them.

Evil in the Land

 JEREMIAH 7 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2jStand in the gate of the LORDs house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all you men of Judah who enter these gates to worship the LORD. 3Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: kAmend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. 4lDo not trust in these deceptive words: This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.

 5For if you truly mamend your ways and your deeds, if you truly nexecute justice one with another, 6if you ndo not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, mor shed innocent blood in this place, oand if you do not go after other gods to your own harm, 7pthen I will let you dwell in this place, qin the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever.

 8Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9rWill you steal, murder, commit adultery, sswear falsely, tmake offerings to Baal, oand go after other gods that you have not known, 10and then come and stand before me in this house, uwhich is called by my name, and say, We are delivered!only to go on doing all these abominations? 11vHas this house, uwhich is called by my name, wbecome a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. 12Go now to xmy place that was in Shiloh, ywhere I made my name dwell at first, and zsee what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. 13And now, because you have done all these things, declares the LORD, and awhen I spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and bwhen I called you, you did not answer, 14therefore I will do to cthe house uthat is called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you and to your fathers, zas I did to Shiloh. 15cAnd I will cast you out of my sight, das I cast out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of eEphraim.

 16As for you, fdo not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with me, for I will not hear you. 17Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18The children gather wood, the fathers kindle fire, gand the women knead dough, to hmake cakes for ithe queen of heaven. And jthey pour out drink offerings to other gods, kto provoke me to anger. 19lIs it I whom they provoke? declares the LORD. Is it not themselves, mto their own shame? 20Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, nmy anger and my wrath will be poured out on this place, upon man and beast, upon the trees of the field and the fruit of the ground; oit will burn and not be quenched.

 21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: pAdd your burnt offerings to your sacrifices, and eat the flesh. 22For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them qconcerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23But this command I gave them: rObey my voice, and sI will be your God, and you shall be my people. tAnd walk in all the way that I command you, uthat it may be well with you. 24vBut they did not obey or incline their ear, wbut walked in their own counsels and xthe stubbornness of their evil hearts, and ywent backward and not forward. 25From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, zI have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. 26vYet they did not listen to me or incline their ear, abut stiffened their neck. bThey did worse than their fathers.

 27cSo you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you. dYou shall call to them, but they will not answer you. 28And you shall say to them, This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the LORD their God, and did not accept discipline; etruth has perished; it is cut off from their lips.

 29 fCut off your hair and cast it away;

raise a lamentation on gthe bare heights,

for the LORD has rejected and forsaken

the generation of his wrath.

The Valley of Slaughter

 30For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the LORD. They have set htheir detestable things in the house ithat is called by my name, to hdefile it. 31And they have built the high places of jTopheth, which is in kthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, lto burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, mwhich I did not command, nor did it come into my mind. 32nTherefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when it will no more be called jTopheth, or kthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; ofor they will bury in Topheth, because there is no room elsewhere. 33pAnd the dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the air, and for the beasts of the earth, qand none will frighten them away. 34rAnd I will silence in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, sfor the land shall become a waste.

 JEREMIAH 8 At that time, declares the LORD, the bones of the kings of Judah, the bones of its officials, the bones of the priests, the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be brought out of their tombs. 2And they shall be spread tbefore the sun and the moon and all the host of heaven, which they have loved and served, which they have gone after, and which they have sought and worshiped. uAnd they shall not be gathered or buried. vThey shall be as dung on the surface of the ground. 3wDeath shall be preferred to life by all the remnant that remains of this evil family xin all the places where I have driven them, declares the LORD of hosts.

Sin and Treachery

 4 You shall say to them, Thus says the LORD:

yWhen men fall, do they not rise again?

If one turns away, does he not return?

5 Why then has this people zturned away

in perpetual abacksliding?

bThey hold fast to deceit;

they refuse to return.

6 cI have paid attention and listened,

but they have not spoken rightly;

no man relents of his evil,

saying, What have I done?

Everyone turns to his own course,

dlike a horse plunging headlong into battle.

7 Even the stork in the heavens

knows her times,

and ethe turtledove, fswallow, and crane[1]

keep the time of their coming,

gbut my people know not

the rules[2] of the LORD.

 8 hHow can you say, We are wise,

and the law of the LORD is with us?

But behold, the lying pen of the scribes

has made it into a lie.

9 iThe wise men shall be put to shame;

they shall be dismayed jand taken;

behold, they have rejected the word of the LORD,

so what wisdom is in them?

10 kTherefore I will give their wives to others

and their fields to conquerors,

because from the least to the greatest

everyone lis greedy for unjust gain;

from prophet to priest,

everyone deals falsely.

11 They have healed mthe wound of my people lightly,

saying, Peace, peace,

when there is no peace.

12 Were they ashamed when they committed abomination?

No, nthey were not at all ashamed;

they did not know how to blush.

oTherefore they shall fall among the fallen;

when I punish them, they shall be overthrown,

says the LORD.

13 When I would gather them, declares the LORD,

there are qno grapes on the vine,

rnor figs on the fig tree;

seven the leaves are withered,

and what I gave them has passed away from them.[3]

 14 Why do we sit still?

tGather together; tlet us go into the fortified cities

and perish there,

for the LORD our God has doomed us to perish

and has ugiven us vpoisoned water to drink,

because we have sinned against the LORD.

15 wWe looked for peace, but no good came;

for a time of healing, but behold, terror.

 16 xThe snorting of their horses is heard yfrom Dan;

at the sound of the neighing zof their stallions

athe whole land quakes.

They come band devour the land and all that fills it,

the city and those who dwell in it.

17 For behold, I am sending among you cserpents,

adders dthat cannot be charmed,

eand they shall bite you,

declares the LORD.

Jeremiah Grieves for His People

 18 My joy is gone; grief is upon me;[4]

fmy heart is sick within me.

19 Behold, the cry of the daughter of my people

from gthe length and breadth of the land:

Is the LORD not in Zion?

hIs her King not in her?

iWhy have they provoked me to anger with their carved images

and with their foreign idols?

20 The harvest is past, the summer is ended,

and we are not saved.

21 For the wound of jthe daughter of my people is my heart wounded;

kI mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me.

 22 Is there no lbalm in Gilead?

Is there no physician there?

Why then has the health of the daughter of my people

not been restored?

JEREMIAH 9  [1] mOh that my head were waters,

and my eyes a fountain of tears,

that I might weep day and night

for the slain of jthe daughter of my people!

2 [2] Oh that I had in the desert

a travelers lodging place,

that I might leave my people

and go away from them!

For they are all nadulterers,

a company of otreacherous men.

3 pThey bend their tongue like a bow;

falsehood and not truth has grown strong[3] in the land;

for they proceed from evil to evil,

qand they do not know me, declares the LORD.

 4 rLet everyone beware of his neighbor,

and put no trust in any brother,

for every sbrother is a deceiver,

and every neighbor tgoes about as a slanderer.

5 Everyone deceives his neighbor,

and no one speaks the truth;

they have taught their tongue to speak lies;

they weary themselves committing iniquity.

6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon deceit,

uthey refuse to know me, declares the LORD.

 7 Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts:

Behold, vI will refine them and wtest them,

for what else can I do, jbecause of my people?

8 xTheir tongue is a deadly arrow;

yit speaks deceitfully;

with his mouth zeach speaks peace to his neighbor,

but in his heart ahe plans an ambush for him.

9 bShall I not punish them for these things? declares the LORD,

and shall I not avenge myself

on a nation such as this?

 10 I will take up weeping and wailing for the mountains,

and a lamentation for cthe pastures of the wilderness,

dbecause they are laid waste so that no one passes through,

and the lowing of cattle is not heard;

eboth the birds of the air and the beasts

have fled and are gone.

11 fI will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins,

ga lair of jackals,

hand I will make the cities of Judah a desolation,

without inhabitant.

 12iWho is the man so wise that he can understand this? To whom has the mouth of the LORD spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined jand laid waste like a wilderness, so that no one passes through? 13And the LORD says: kBecause they have forsaken my law that I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice or walked in accord with it, 14but lhave stubbornly followed their own hearts and have gone after the Baals, as their fathers taught them. 15Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: mBehold, I will feed this people with bitter food, and give them npoisonous water to drink. 16oI will scatter them among the nations pwhom neither they nor their fathers have known, and I will qsend the sword after them, until I have consumed them.

 17 Thus says the LORD of hosts:

rConsider, and call for the mourning women to come;

send for the skillful women to come;

18 let them make haste sand raise a wailing over us,

tthat our eyes may run down with tears

and our eyelids flow with water.

19 For a sound of wailing is heard from Zion:

uHow we are ruined!

We are utterly shamed,

because we have left the land,

because they have cast down our dwellings.

 20 Hear, O women, the word of the LORD,

and let your ear receive the word of his mouth;

teach to your daughters a lament,

and each to her neighbor a dirge.

21 For death has come up into our windows;

it has entered our palaces,

vcutting off the children from the streets

and the young men from the squares.

22 Speak: Thus declares the LORD,

wThe dead bodies of men shall fall

like dung upon the open field,

xlike sheaves after the reaper,

and none shall gather them.

 23Thus says the LORD: yLet not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24but zlet him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. aFor in these things I delight, declares the LORD.

 25Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when bI will punish all those who are circumcised merely in the flesh 26cEgypt, Judah, Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and dall who dwell in the desert who cut the corners of their hair, for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are euncircumcised in heart.

Idols and the Living God

 JEREMIAH 10 Hear the word that the LORD speaks to you, O house of Israel. 2Thus says the LORD:

 Learn not the way of the nations,

nor be dismayed at the signs of the heavens

because the nations are dismayed at them,

3 ffor the customs of the peoples are vanity.[1]

gA tree from the forest is cut down

and worked with an axe by the hands of a craftsman.

4 hThey decorate it with silver and gold;

ithey fasten it with hammer and nails

so that it cannot move.

5 Their idols[2] are like scarecrows in a cucumber field,

and jthey cannot speak;

kthey have to be carried,

for they cannot walk.

Do not be afraid of them,

lfor they cannot do evil,

neither is it in them to do good.

 6 mThere is none like you, O LORD;

you are great, and your name is great in might.

7 nWho would not fear you, O King of the nations?

For this is your due;

for among all the wise ones of the nations

and in all their kingdoms

there is none like you.

8 oThey are both pstupid and foolish;

the instruction of idols is but wood!

9 qBeaten silver is brought from rTarshish,

and gold from sUphaz.

qThey are the work of the craftsman and of the hands of the goldsmith;

their clothing is violet and purple;

tthey are all the work of skilled men.

10 uBut the LORD is the true God;

vhe is the living God and the everlasting King.

At his wrath the earth quakes,

and the nations cannot endure his indignation.

 11Thus shall you say to them: wThe gods who did not make the heavens and the earth xshall perish from the earth and from under the heavens.[3]

 12 yIt is he who zmade the earth by his power,

zwho established the world by his wisdom,

and aby his understanding stretched out the heavens.

13 bWhen he utters his voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens,

cand he makes the mist rise from the ends of the earth.

cHe makes lightning dfor the rain,

cand he brings forth the wind efrom his storehouses.

14 fEvery man is stupid and without knowledge;

gevery goldsmith is put to shame by his idols,

for his images are false,

hand there is no breath in them.

15 They are worthless, a work of delusion;

at the time of their punishment they shall perish.

16 Not like these is he who is ithe portion of Jacob,

for he is the one who formed all things,

jand Israel is the tribe of his inheritance;

kthe LORD of hosts is his name.

 17 lGather up your bundle from the ground,

O you who dwell under siege!

18 For thus says the LORD:

mBehold, I am slinging out the inhabitants of the land

at this time,

nand I will bring distress on them,

that they may feel it.

 19 Woe is me because of my hurt!

oMy wound is grievous.

But I said, Truly this is an affliction,

and I must bear it.

20 pMy tent is destroyed,

and all my cords are broken;

my children have gone from me,

qand they are not;

there is no one to spread my tent again

and pto set up my curtains.

21 rFor the shepherds sare stupid

and do not inquire of the LORD;

therefore they have not prospered,

tand all their flock is scattered.

 22 A voice, a rumor! Behold, it comes!

ua great commotion out of the north country

to make vthe cities of Judah a desolation,

va lair of jackals.

 23 wI know, O LORD, that the way of man is not in himself,

that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.

24 xCorrect me, O LORD, but in justice;

not in your anger, lest you bring me to nothing.

 25 yPour out your wrath on the nations that know you not,

and on the peoples that call not on your name,

zfor they have devoured Jacob;

they have devoured him and consumed him,

and have laid waste his habitation.

The Broken Covenant

 JEREMIAH 11 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2aHear the words of this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 3You shall say to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: bCursed be the man who does not hear the words of this covenant 4that I commanded your fathers when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, cfrom the iron furnace, saying, dListen to my voice, and do all that I command you. dSo shall you be my people, and I will be your God, 5ethat I may confirm the oath that I swore to your fathers, fto give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day. Then I answered, So be it, LORD.

 6And the LORD said to me, gProclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: hHear the words of this covenant and do them. 7For I solemnly warned your fathers when I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, iwarning them persistently, even to this day, saying, dObey my voice. 8jYet they did not obey or incline their ear, kbut everyone walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all hthe words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not.

 9Again the LORD said to me, lA conspiracy exists among the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10They have turned back to mthe iniquities of their forefathers, who refused to hear my words. mThey have gone after other gods to serve them. nThe house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their fathers. 11Therefore, thus says the LORD, Behold, I am bringing disaster upon them that they cannot escape. oThough they cry to me, I will not listen to them. 12Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem pwill go and cry to the gods to whom they make offerings, pbut they cannot save them in the time of their trouble. 13pFor your gods have become as many as your cities, O Judah, and as many as the streets of Jerusalem are the altars you have set up to shame, qaltars to make offerings to Baal.

 14Therefore rdo not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their behalf, ofor I will not listen when they call to me in the time of their trouble. 15sWhat right has my beloved in my house, twhen she has done many vile deeds? Can even sacrificial flesh avert your doom? uCan you then exult? 16The LORD once called you va green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit. But wwith the roar of a great tempest he will set fire to it, and xits branches will be consumed. 17The LORD of hosts, ywho planted you, has decreed disaster against you, because of the evil that the house of Israel and the house of Judah have done, zprovoking me to anger by making offerings to Baal.

 18 The LORD made it known to me and I knew;

then you showed me their deeds.

19 But I was alike a gentle lamb

led to the slaughter.

I did not know bit was against me

they devised schemes, saying,

Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,

clet us cut him off from dthe land of the living,

that his name be remembered no more.

20 But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously,

who etests fthe heart and the mind,

glet me see your vengeance upon them,

for to you have I committed my cause.

 21Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the men of hAnathoth, iwho seek your life, and say, jDo not prophesy in the name of the LORD, or you will die by our hand 22therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will punish them. The young men shall die by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall die by famine, 23and none of them shall be left. For I will bring disaster upon the men of kAnathoth, lthe year of their punishment.

Jeremiahs Complaint

 JEREMIAH 12  mRighteous are you, O LORD,

when I complain to you;

yet I would plead my case before you.

nWhy does the way of the wicked prosper?

Why do all owho are treacherous thrive?

2 You plant them, and they take root;

they grow and produce fruit;

pyou are near in their mouth

and far from their heart.

3 qBut you, O LORD, know me;

ryou see me, and test my heart toward you.

sPull them out like sheep for the slaughter,

and set them apart for tthe day of slaughter.

4 uHow long will the land mourn

and the grass of every field wither?

vFor the evil of those who dwell in it

wthe beasts and the birds are swept away,

because they said, He will not see our latter end.

The LORD Answers Jeremiah

 5 If you have raced with men on foot, and they have wearied you,

how will you compete with horses?

And if in a safe land you are so trusting,

what will you do in xthe thicket of the Jordan?

6 For yeven your brothers and the house of your father,

oeven they have dealt treacherously with you;

they are in full cry after you;

zdo not believe them,

though they speak friendly words to you.

 7 I have forsaken my house;

I have abandoned amy heritage;

I have given bthe beloved of my soul

into the hands of her enemies.

8 aMy heritage has become to me

like a lion in the forest;

she has lifted up her voice against me;

therefore I hate her.

9 Is amy heritage to me like ca hyenas lair?

Are the cbirds of prey against her all around?

Go, dassemble all the wild beasts;

bring them to devour.

10 Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard;

ethey have trampled down my portion;

they have made my pleasant portion

a desolate wilderness.

11 They have made it a desolation;

desolate, uit mourns to me.

The whole land is made desolate,

fbut no man lays it to heart.

12 Upon all the bare heights in the desert

destroyers have come,

for the sword of the LORD devours

from one end of the land to the other;

no flesh has peace.

13 gThey have sown wheat and have reaped thorns;

hthey have tired themselves out but profit nothing.

They shall be ashamed of their[1] harvests

ibecause of the fierce anger of the LORD.

 14Thus says the LORD concerning all jmy evil neighbors kwho touch the heritage that lI have given my people Israel to inherit: Behold, I will pluck them up from their land, and I will pluck up the house of Judah from among them. 15And after I have plucked them up, I will again have compassion on them, mand I will bring them again each to his heritage and each to his land. 16And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, nto swear by my name, As the LORD lives, even as they taught my people to swear by Baal, othen they shall be built up in the midst of my people. 17pBut if any nation will not listen, then I will utterly pluck it up and destroy it, declares the LORD.

The Ruined Loincloth

 JEREMIAH 13 Thus says the LORD to me, Go and buy a linen loincloth and qput it around your waist, and do not dip it in water. 2So I bought a loincloth according to the word of the LORD, and put it around my waist. 3And the word of the LORD came to me a second time, 4Take the loincloth that you have bought, which is around your waist, and arise, rgo to the Euphrates and hide it there in sa cleft of the rock. 5So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me. 6And after many days the LORD said to me, Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take from there qthe loincloth that I commanded you to hide there. 7Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug, and I took qthe loincloth from the place where I had hidden it. And behold, the loincloth was tspoiled; it was ugood for nothing.

 8Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9Thus says the LORD: vEven so will I spoil the pride of Judah and the great wpride of Jerusalem. 10This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, xwho stubbornly follow their own heart and have gone after other gods to serve them and worship them, shall be like this loincloth, which is ugood for nothing. 11For as the loincloth clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me, declares the LORD, ythat they might be for me a people, za name, a praise, and a glory, but they would not listen.

The Jars Filled with Wine

 12You shall speak to them this word: Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, Every jar shall be filled with wine. And they will say to you, Do we not indeed know that aevery jar will be filled with wine? 13Then you shall say to them, Thus says the LORD: bBehold, I will fill with drunkenness all the inhabitants of this land: cthe kings who sit on Davids throne, dthe priests, the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 14And I will edash them one against another, fathers and sons together, declares the LORD. I will not pity or spare or have compassion, that I should not destroy them.

Exile Threatened

 15 Hear and give ear; be not proud,

for the LORD has spoken.

16 fGive glory to the LORD your God

gbefore he brings darkness,

before your feet stumble

on the twilight mountains,

and gwhile you look for light

he turns it into gloom

and makes it hdeep darkness.

17 But if you will not listen,

imy soul will weep in secret for your pride;

my eyes will weep bitterly and run down with tears,

because the LORDs flock has been taken captive.

 18 Say to jthe king and jthe queen mother:

Take a lowly seat,

for kyour beautiful crown

has come down from your head.

19 lThe cities of the Negeb are shut up,

with none to open them;

all Judah is taken into exile,

wholly taken into exile.

 20 Lift up your eyes mand see

those who come from the north.

Where is the flock that was given you,

your beautiful flock?

21 What will you say when they set as head over you

those whom you yourself have taught to be friends to you?

nWill not pangs take hold of you

like those of a woman in labor?

22 And if you say in your heart,

oWhy have these things come upon me?

it is for the greatness of your iniquity

that pyour skirts are lifted up

and you suffer violence.

23 qCan the Ethiopian change his skin

or qthe leopard his spots?

Then also you can do good

who are accustomed to do evil.

24 I will scatter you[1] rlike chaff

driven by the wind from the desert.

25 sThis is your lot,

the portion I have measured out to you, declares the LORD,

because tyou have forgotten me

and trusted in lies.

26 pI myself will lift up your skirts over your face,

and your shame will be seen.

27 I have seen uyour abominations,

your adulteries and vneighings, your lewd whorings,

won the hills in the field.

Woe to you, O Jerusalem!

How long will it be xbefore you are made clean?

	

Famine, Sword, and Pestilence

 JEREMIAH 14 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning ythe drought:

 2 zJudah mourns,

and aher gates languish;

her people lament on the ground,

and bthe cry of Jerusalem goes up.

3 Her nobles send their servants for water;

they come to the cisterns;

they find no water;

they return with their vessels empty;

they are cashamed and confounded

and dcover their heads.

4 Because of the ground that is dismayed,

since there is eno rain on the land,

the farmers are ashamed;

they cover their heads.

5 Even fthe doe in the field forsakes her newborn fawn

because there is no grass.

6 gThe wild donkeys stand on the bare heights;

they pant for air like jackals;

their eyes fail

because there is no vegetation.

 7 Though our iniquities testify against us,

act, O LORD, hfor your names sake;

ifor our backslidings are many;

jwe have sinned against you.

8 kO you hope of Israel,

its savior in time of trouble,

why should you be like a stranger in the land,

like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?

9 Why should you be like a man confused,

llike a mighty warrior who cannot save?

Yet myou, O LORD, are in the midst of us,

and nwe are called by your name;

odo not leave us.

 10 Thus says the LORD concerning this people:

They have loved to wander thus;

they have not restrained their feet;

ptherefore the LORD does not accept them;

qnow he will remember their iniquity

and punish their sins.

 11The LORD said to me: rDo not pray for the welfare of this people. 12Though they fast, I will not hear their cry, sand though they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them tby the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.

Lying Prophets

 13Then I said: Ah, Lord GOD, behold, the prophets usay to them, You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give you assured peace in this place. 14And the LORD said to me: The vprophets are prophesying lies in my name. wI did not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, xworthless divination, and ythe deceit of their own minds. 15Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who prophesy in my name although wI did not send them, and who say, tSword and famine shall not come upon this land: zBy sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed. 16And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem, victims of famine and sword, awith none to bury themthem, their wives, their sons, and their daughters. For I will pour out their evil upon them.

 17 You shall say to them this word:

bLet my eyes run down with tears night and day,

and let them not cease,

for the virgin cdaughter of my people is shattered with a great wound,

dwith a very grievous blow.

18 eIf I go out into the field,

behold, those pierced by the sword!

eAnd if I enter the city,

behold, the diseases of famine!

fFor both prophet and priest ply their trade through the land

and have no knowledge.

 19 gHave you utterly rejected Judah?

Does your soul loathe Zion?

Why have you struck us down

hso that there is no healing for us?

iWe looked for peace, but no good came;

ifor a time of healing, but behold, terror.

20 jWe acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,

and the iniquity of our fathers,

jfor we have sinned against you.

21 Do not spurn us, kfor your names sake;

do not dishonor your glorious throne;

lremember and do not break your covenant with us.

22 Are there any among mthe false gods of the nations nthat can bring rain?

Or can the heavens give showers?

Are you not he, O LORD our God?

We set our hope on you,

ofor you do all these things.

The LORD Will Not Relent

 JEREMIAH 15 Then the LORD said to me, pThough qMoses rand Samuel sstood before me, yet my heart would not turn toward this people. Send them out of my sight, and let them go! 2And when they ask you, Where shall we go? you shall say to them, Thus says the LORD:

 tThose who are for pestilence, to pestilence,

and those who are for the sword, to the sword;

those who are for famine, to famine,

and those who are for captivity, to captivity.

 3uI will appoint over them four kinds of destroyers, declares the LORD: the sword to kill, the dogs to tear, and vthe birds of the air wand the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy. 4xAnd I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth because of what yManasseh the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, did in Jerusalem.

 5 zWho will have pity on you, O Jerusalem,

zor who will grieve for you?

Who will turn aside

to ask about your welfare?

6 aYou have rejected me, declares the LORD;

byou keep going backward,

so I have stretched out my hand against you and destroyed you

cI am weary of relenting.

7 dI have winnowed them with ea winnowing fork

in the gates of the land;

I have bereaved them; I have destroyed my people;

fthey did not turn from their ways.

8 I have made their widows more in number

than gthe sand of the seas;

I have brought against the mothers of young men

a destroyer at noonday;

I have made anguish and terror

fall upon them suddenly.

9 hShe who bore seven has grown feeble;

ishe has fainted away;

jher sun went down while it was yet day;

she has been shamed and disgraced.

And the rest of them I will give to the sword

before their enemies,

declares the LORD.

Jeremiahs Complaint

 10kWoe is me, my mother, that you bore me, a man of strife and contention to the whole land! lI have not lent, nor have I borrowed, yet all of them curse me. 11The LORD said, Have I not[1] set you free for their good? Have I not pleaded for you before the enemy in the time of trouble and in the time of distress? 12Can one break iron, iron mfrom the north, and bronze?

 13nYour wealth and your treasures I will give as ospoil, without price, for all your sins, throughout all your territory. 14I will make you serve your enemies pin a land that you do not know, qfor in my anger a fire is kindled that shall burn forever.

 15 rO LORD, you know;

sremember me and visit me,

stand take vengeance for me on my persecutors.

In your forbearance take me not away;

uknow that vfor your sake I bear reproach.

16 Your words were found, wand I ate them,

and xyour words became to me a joy

and the delight of my heart,

yfor I am called by your name,

O LORD, God of hosts.

17 zI did not sit in the company of revelers,

nor did I rejoice;

aI sat alone, because your hand was upon me,

for you had filled me with indignation.

18 Why is my pain unceasing,

bmy wound incurable,

refusing to be healed?

Will you be to me clike a deceitful brook,

like waters that fail?

 19 Therefore thus says the LORD:

dIf you return, I will restore you,

and you shall estand before me.

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,

you shall be as my mouth.

They shall turn to you,

but you shall not turn to them.

20 fAnd I will make you to this people

a fortified wall of bronze;

they will fight against you,

gbut they shall not prevail over you,

hfor I am with you

to save you and deliver you,

declares the LORD.

21 gI will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,

and redeem you from the grasp of ithe ruthless.

Famine, Sword, and Death

 JEREMIAH 16 The word of the LORD came to me: 2You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place. 3For thus says the LORD concerning the sons and daughters who are born in this place, and concerning the mothers who bore them and the fathers who fathered them in this land: 4jThey shall die of deadly diseases. kThey shall not be lamented, nor shall they be buried. lThey shall be as dung on the surface of the ground. mThey shall perish by the sword and by famine, nand their dead bodies shall be food for the birds of the air and for the beasts of the earth.

 5For thus says the LORD: oDo not enter the house of mourning, or go to lament or grieve for them, for I have taken away my peace from this people, my steadfast love and mercy, declares the LORD. 6Both great and small shall die in this land. kThey shall not be buried, and no one shall lament for them or pcut himself qor make himself bald for them. 7No one shall rbreak bread for the mourner, to comfort him for the dead, nor shall anyone give him the cup of consolation to drink for his father or his mother. 8You shall not go into the house of feasting to sit with them, to eat and drink. 9For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: sBehold, I will silence in this place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.

 10And when you tell this people all these words, and they say to you, tWhy has the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? What is our iniquity? What is the sin that we have committed against the LORD our God? 11then you shall say to them: uBecause your fathers have forsaken me, declares the LORD, and vhave gone after other gods and have served and worshiped them, and have forsaken me and have not kept my law, 12and because wyou have done worse than your fathers, for behold, xevery one of you follows his stubborn, evil will, refusing to listen to me. 13Therefore yI will hurl you out of this land into za land that neither you nor your fathers have known, aand there you shall serve other gods day and night, for I will show you no favor.

The LORD Will Restore Israel

 14bTherefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when it shall no longer be said, cAs the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt, 15but cAs the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel dout of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them. For eI will bring them back to their own land that I gave to their fathers.

 16Behold, fI am sending for many fishers, declares the LORD, and they shall catch them. And afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out gof the clefts of the rocks. 17For hmy eyes are on all their ways. iThey are not hidden from me, inor is their iniquity concealed from my eyes. 18But first jI will doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, because they have polluted my land with the carcasses of their detestable idols, and khave filled my inheritance with their abominations.

 19 lO LORD, my strength and my stronghold,

mmy refuge in the day of trouble,

nto you shall the nations come

from the ends of the earth and say:

Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies,

oworthless things in which there is no profit.

20 Can man make for himself pgods?

Such are not gods!

 21Therefore, behold, I will make them know, this once I will make them know my power and my might, and they shall know that qmy name is the LORD.

The Sin of Judah

 JEREMIAH 17 The sin of Judah is written with ra pen of iron; with a point of diamond it is engraved on sthe tablet of their heart, and on tthe horns of their altars, 2while utheir children remember their altars and their vAsherim, wbeside every green tree and on the high hills, 3xon the mountains in the open country. yYour wealth and all your treasures I will give for spoil as the price of your high places for sin throughout all your territory. 4You shall loosen your hand from your heritage that I gave to you, zand I will make you serve your enemies in a land that you do not know, afor in my anger a fire is kindled that shall burn forever.

 5 Thus says the LORD:

Cursed is the man bwho trusts in man

and makes flesh his strength,[1]

whose heart turns away from the LORD.

6 cHe is like a shrub in the desert,

dand shall not see any good come.

He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness,

in ean uninhabited salt land.

 7 fBlessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,

gwhose trust is the LORD.

8 hHe is like a tree planted by water,

that sends out its roots by the stream,

and does not fear when heat comes,

for its leaves remain green,

and is not anxious in the year of drought,

for it does not cease to bear fruit.

 9 The heart is deceitful above all things,

and desperately sick;

who can understand it?

10 iI the LORD search the heart

jand test the mind,[2]

kto give every man according to his ways,

according to the fruit of his deeds.

 11 Like the lpartridge that gathers a brood that she did not hatch,

so is mhe who gets riches but not by justice;

nin the midst of his days they will leave him,

oand at his end he will be a fool.

 12 A glorious throne set on high from the beginning

is the place of our sanctuary.

13 O LORD, pthe hope of Israel,

qall who forsake you shall be put to shame;

those who turn away from you[3] rshall be written in the earth,

for sthey have forsaken tthe LORD, the fountain of living water.

Jeremiah Prays for Deliverance

 14 uHeal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed;

save me, and I shall be saved,

for vyou are my praise.

15 wBehold, they say to me,

Where is the word of the LORD?

Let it come!

16 I have not run away from being your shepherd,

nor have I desired the day of sickness.

xYou know xwhat came out of my lips;

it was before your face.

17 Be not a terror to me;

yyou are my refuge in the day of disaster.

18 zLet those be put to shame who persecute me,

but let me not be put to shame;

zlet them be dismayed,

but let me not be dismayed;

abring upon them the day of disaster;

destroy them with double destruction!

Keep the Sabbath Holy

 19Thus said the LORD to me: Go and stand in the Peoples Gate, by which bthe kings of Judah enter and by which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem, 20and say: Hear the word of the LORD, byou kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who enter by these gates. 21Thus says the LORD: Take care for the sake of your lives, and cdo not bear a burden on the Sabbath day or bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem. 22And do not carry a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath dor do any work, but ekeep the Sabbath day holy, as I commanded your fathers. 23Yet fthey did not listen or incline their ear, gbut stiffened their neck, that they hmight not hear and receive instruction.

 24But if you listen to me, declares the LORD, and cbring in no burden by the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but ekeep the Sabbath day holy and do no work on it, 25then ithere shall enter by the gates of this city kings and princes who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their officials, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And this city shall be inhabited forever. 26And people shall come from jthe cities of Judah kand the places around Jerusalem, jfrom the land of Benjamin, kfrom the Shephelah, from the hill country, kand from lthe Negeb, bringing mburnt offerings and sacrifices, grain offerings and frankincense, and mbringing thank offerings to the house of the LORD. 27But if you do not listen to me, to ekeep the Sabbath day holy, cand not to bear a burden and enter by the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I will nkindle a fire in its gates, and it shall odevour the palaces of Jerusalem and pshall not be quenched.

The Potter and the Clay

 JEREMIAH 18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2Arise, and go down to qthe potters house, and there I will let you hear my words. 3So I went down to rthe potters house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4And the vessel he was making of clay was sspoiled in the potters hand, and the reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.

 5Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6O house of Israel, ucan I not do with you as this potter has done? declares the LORD. vBehold, like the clay in the potters hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will wpluck up and break down and destroy it, 8and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, xturns from its evil, yI will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to it. 9And if at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will wbuild and plant it, 10and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it. 11Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you and devising a plan against you. zReturn, every one from his evil way, and aamend your ways and your deeds.

 12But they say, bThat is in vain! We will follow our own plans, and will every one act according to cthe stubbornness of his evil heart.

 13 Therefore thus says the LORD:

dAsk among the nations,

Who has heard the like of this?

The virgin Israel

has done ea very horrible thing.

14 Does the snow of Lebanon leave

the crags of Sirion?[1]

Do the mountain waters run dry,[2]

the cold flowing streams?

15 fBut my people have forgotten me;

they make offerings to gfalse gods;

they made them stumble in their ways,

hin the ancient roads,

and to walk into side roads,

inot the highway,

16 making their land ja horror,

a thing jto be hissed at forever.

kEveryone who passes by it is horrified

land shakes his head.

17 mLike the east wind nI will scatter them

before the enemy.

oI will show them my back, not my face,

in the day of their calamity.

 18Then they said, pCome, let us make plots against Jeremiah, qfor the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. rCome, let us strike him with the tongue, and let us not pay attention to any of his words.

 19 Hear me, O LORD,

and slisten to the voice of my adversaries.

20 tShould good be repaid with evil?

Yet uthey have dug a pit for my life.

vRemember how I stood before you

to speak good for them,

to turn away your wrath from them.

21 Therefore wdeliver up their children to famine;

give them over to the power of the sword;

let their wives become childless xand widowed.

May their men meet death by pestilence,

their youths be struck down by the sword in battle.

22 yMay a cry be heard from their houses,

when you bring the plunderer suddenly upon them!

For uthey have dug a pit to take me

zand laid snares for my feet.

23 Yet ayou, O LORD, know

all their plotting to kill me.

bForgive not their iniquity,

nor blot out their sin from your sight.

Let them be overthrown before you;

deal with them in the time of your anger.

The Broken Flask

 JEREMIAH 19 Thus says the LORD, Go, buy ca potters earthenware dflask, and take some of ethe elders of the people and some of ethe elders of the priests, 2and go out fto the Valley of the Son of Hinnom at the entry of the Potsherd Gate, and proclaim there the words that I tell you. 3You shall say, gHear the word of the LORD, hO kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing such disaster upon this place that ithe ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. 4jBecause the people have forsaken me and have profaned this place by making offerings in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have known; kand because they have filled this place with the blood of innocents, 5land have built the high places of Baal lto burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, mwhich I did not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind 6therefore, nbehold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when this place shall no more be called Topheth, or othe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. 7And in this place pI will make void the plans of Judah and Jerusalem, qand will cause their people to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hand of those who seek their life. rI will give their dead bodies for food to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the earth. 8And I will make this city sa horror, sa thing to be hissed at. Everyone who passes by it will be horrified and will hiss because of all its wounds. 9tAnd I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and their daughters, and everyone shall eat the flesh of his neighbor uin the siege and in the distress, with which their enemies and those who seek their life afflict them.

 10Then vyou shall break wthe flask in the sight of the men who go with you, 11and shall say to them, Thus says the LORD of hosts: So will I break this people and this city, xas one breaks a potters vessel, yso that it can never be mended. zMen shall bury in Topheth because there will be no place else to bury. 12Thus will I do to this place, declares the LORD, and to its inhabitants, making this city alike Topheth. 13The houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judahball the houses on whose croofs offerings have been offered dto all the host of heaven, and edrink offerings have been poured out to other godsshall be defiled alike the place of Topheth.

 14Then Jeremiah came from fTopheth, where the LORD had sent him to prophesy, gand he stood in the court of the LORDs house and said to all the people: 15Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, behold, I am bringing upon this city and upon all its towns all the disaster that I have pronounced against it, hbecause they have stiffened their neck, irefusing to hear my words.

Jeremiah Persecuted by Pashhur

 JEREMIAH 20 Now jPashhur the priest, the son of kImmer, who was lchief officer in the house of the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things. 2Then jPashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and put him min the stocks that were in the upper nBenjamin Gate of the house of the LORD. 3The next day, when jPashhur released Jeremiah from the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, The LORD does not call your name jPashhur, but Terror on Every Side. 4For thus says the LORD: Behold, I will make you oa terror to yourself and to all your friends. They shall fall by the sword of their enemies while you look on. And I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon. He shall carry them captive to Babylon, and shall strike them down with the sword. 5Moreover, pI will give all the wealth of the city, all its gains, all its qprized belongings, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah into the hand of their enemies, who shall plunder them and seize them and carry them to Babylon. 6And you, rPashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go into captivity. To Babylon you shall go, and there you shall die, and there you shall be buried, you and all your friends, sto whom you have prophesied falsely.

 7 O LORD, tyou have deceived me,

and I was deceived;

uyou are stronger than I,

and you have prevailed.

vI have become a laughingstock all the day;

everyone mocks me.

8 For whenever I speak, I cry out,

I shout, wViolence and destruction!

For xthe word of the LORD has become for me

ya reproach and yderision all day long.

9 If I say, I will not mention him,

or speak any more in his name,

zthere is in my heart as it were a burning fire

shut up in my bones,

and aI am weary with holding it in,

and I cannot.

10 bFor I hear many whispering.

cTerror is on every side!

Denounce him! dLet us denounce him!

say all my eclose friends,

fwatching for gmy fall.

Perhaps he will be deceived;

then hwe can overcome him

and take our revenge on him.

11 But ithe LORD is with me as a dread warrior;

therefore my persecutors will stumble;

ithey will not overcome me.

jThey will be greatly shamed,

for they will not succeed.

Their keternal dishonor

will never be forgotten.

12 O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous,

lwho sees the heart and the mind,[1]

let me see your vengeance upon them,

for to you have I committed my cause.

 13 mSing to the LORD;

praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy

from the hand of evildoers.

 14 nCursed be the day

on which I was born!

The day when my mother bore me,

let it not be blessed!

15 Cursed be the man who brought the news to my father,

A son is born to you,

omaking him very glad.

16 Let that man be like pthe cities

that the LORD overthrew without pity;

qlet him hear a cry in the morning

and an alarm at noon,

17 rbecause he did not kill me in the womb;

so my mother would have been my grave,

and her womb forever great.

18 sWhy did I come out from the womb

tto see toil and sorrow,

and spend my days in shame?

Jerusalem Will Fall to Nebuchadnezzar

 JEREMIAH 21 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when King Zedekiah sent to him uPashhur the son of Malchiah and vZephaniah the priest, the son of wMaaseiah, saying, 2xInquire of the LORD for us, yfor Nebuchadnezzar[1] king of Babylon is making war against us. Perhaps the LORD will deal with us according to zall his wonderful deeds and will make him withdraw from us.

 3Then Jeremiah said to them: Thus you shall say to Zedekiah, 4 Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: aBehold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands and with which you are fighting against the king of Babylon and against the Chaldeans who are besieging you outside the walls. bAnd I will bring them together into the midst of this city. 5I myself will fight against you cwith outstretched hand and strong arm, din anger and in fury and in great wrath. 6And I will strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast. They shall die of a great pestilence. 7Afterward, declares the LORD, eI will give Zedekiah king of Judah and his servants and the people in this city who survive the pestilence, sword, and famine into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of their enemies, into the hand of those who seek their lives. He shall strike them down with the edge of the sword. fHe shall not pity them or spare them or have compassion.

 8And to this people you shall say: gThus says the LORD: Behold, hI set before you the way of life and the way of death. 9He who stays in this city shall die iby the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, but he who goes out and jsurrenders to the Chaldeans who are besieging you shall live kand shall have his life as a prize of war. 10For lI have set my face against this city for harm and mnot for good, declares the LORD: nit shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.

Message to the House of David

 11And to the house of the king of Judah say, Hear the word of the LORD, 12O house of David! Thus says the LORD:

 oExecute justice pin the morning,

and deliver from the hand of the oppressor

him who has been robbed,

qlest my wrath go forth like fire,

and burn with none to quench it,

because of your evil deeds.

 13 rBehold, I am against you, O inhabitant of the valley,

O rock of the plain,

declares the LORD;

you who say, sWho shall come down against us,

or who shall enter our habitations?

14 tI will punish you according to uthe fruit of your deeds,

declares the LORD;

vI will kindle a fire in her forest,

vand it shall devour all that is around her.

 JEREMIAH 22 Thus says the LORD: Go down to the house of the king of Judah and speak there this word, 2and say, wHear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, who sits on the throne of David, you, and your servants, and your people who enter these gates. 3Thus says the LORD: xDo justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And ydo no wrong or violence zto the resident alien, xthe fatherless, and the widow, nor ashed innocent blood in this place. 4For if you will indeed obey this word, bthen there shall enter the gates of this house kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their servants and their people. 5But if you will not obey these words, I cswear by myself, declares the LORD, that dthis house shall become a desolation. 6For thus says the LORD concerning the house of the king of Judah:

 You are like Gilead to me,

like the summit of eLebanon,

yet surely I will make you a desert,

fan uninhabited city.[1]

7 gI will prepare destroyers against you,

each with his weapons,

hand they shall cut down your choicest cedars

and cast them into the fire.

 8And many nations will pass by this city, and every man will say to his neighbor, iWhy has the LORD dealt thus with this great city? 9jAnd they will answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God and worshiped other gods and served them.

 10 kWeep not for him who is dead,

nor grieve for him,

lbut weep bitterly for him who goes away,

for he shall return no more

to see his native land.

Message to the Sons of Josiah

 11For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned instead of Josiah his father, and mwho went away from this place: He shall return here no more, 12but min the place where they have carried him captive, there shall he die, and he shall never see this land again.

 13 nWoe to him who builds his house by ounrighteousness,

and his upper rooms by injustice,

pwho makes his neighbor serve him for nothing

and does not give him his wages,

14 who says, I will build myself a great house

with spacious upper rooms,

who cuts out windows for it,

paneling it with cedar

and qpainting it with vermilion.

15 Do you think you are a king

because you compete in cedar?

Did not your father eat and drink

and rdo justice and righteousness?

sThen it was well with him.

16 tHe judged the cause of the poor and needy;

sthen it was well.

Is not this uto know me?

declares the LORD.

17 But you have eyes and heart

only for your dishonest gain,

vfor shedding innocent blood,

and for practicing oppression and violence.

 18Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:

 wThey shall not lament for him, saying,

xAh, my brother! or Ah, sister!

They shall not lament for him, saying,

yAh, lord! or Ah, his majesty!

19 With the burial of a donkey zhe shall be buried,

dragged and dumped beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

 20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry out,

and lift up your voice in Bashan;

cry out from aAbarim,

for all byour lovers are destroyed.

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity,

but you said, I will not listen.

cThis has been your way from dyour youth,

that you have not obeyed my voice.

22 eThe wind shall shepherd all your shepherds,

and byour lovers shall go into captivity;

fthen you will be ashamed and confounded

because of all your evil.

23 O inhabitant of gLebanon,

nested among the cedars,

how you will be pitied when pangs come upon you,

hpain as of a woman in labor!

 24iAs I live, declares the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were jthe signet ring on my right hand, yet I would tear you off 25and kgive you linto the hand of those who seek your life, into the hand of those of whom you are afraid, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 26mI will hurl you and nthe mother who bore you into another country, where you were not born, and there you shall die. 27But to the land to which they will long to return, there they shall not return.

 28 Is this man oConiah a despised, broken pot,

a pvessel no one cares for?

Why are he and his children hurled and cast

into a qland that they do not know?

29 rO land, land, land,

hear the word of the LORD!

30 Thus says the LORD:

Write this man down as schildless,

a man who shall not succeed in his days,

tfor none of his offspring shall succeed

tin sitting on the throne of David

and ruling again in Judah.

The Righteous Branch

 JEREMIAH 23 uWoe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! declares the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning uthe shepherds who care for my people: You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. vBehold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3wThen I will gather the remnant of my flock xout of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, yand they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4zI will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD.

 5aBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous bBranch, and che shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and dIsrael will edwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: fThe LORD is our righteousness.

 7gTherefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer say, As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt, 8but As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he[1] had driven them. Then they shall dwell in their own land.

Lying Prophets

 9Concerning the prophets:

 hMy heart is broken within me;

iall my bones shake;

I am like a drunken man,

like a man overcome by wine,

because of the LORD

and because of his holy words.

10 jFor the land is full of adulterers;

kbecause of the curse lthe land mourns,

and mthe pastures of the wilderness are dried up.

nTheir course is evil,

and their might is not right.

11 oBoth prophet and priest are ungodly;

even pin my house I have found their evil,

declares the LORD.

12 qTherefore their way shall be to them

like slippery paths rin the darkness,

into which they shall be driven and fall,

for I will bring disaster upon them

sin the year of their punishment,

declares the LORD.

13 In the prophets of tSamaria

uI saw an unsavory thing:

vthey prophesied by Baal

wand led my people Israel astray.

14 But in the prophets of Jerusalem

I have seen a horrible thing:

xthey commit adultery and walk in lies;

ythey strengthen the hands of evildoers,

so that no one turns from his evil;

zall of them have become like Sodom to me,

zand its inhabitants like Gomorrah.

15 Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets:

aBehold, I will feed them with bitter food

aand give them bpoisoned water to drink,

for from the prophets of Jerusalem

ungodliness has gone out into all the land.

 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, cfilling you with vain hopes. dThey speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, eIt shall be well with you; and to everyone who fstubbornly follows his own heart, they say, gNo disaster shall come upon you.

 18 For hwho among them has stood in the council of the LORD

to see and to hear his word,

or who has paid attention to his word and listened?

19 iBehold, the storm of the LORD!

Wrath has gone forth,

ja whirling tempest;

it will burst upon the head of the wicked.

20 kThe anger of the LORD will not turn back

until he has executed and kaccomplished

the intents of his heart.

lIn the latter days you will understand it clearly.

 21 mI did not send the prophets,

yet they ran;

I did not speak to them,

yet they prophesied.

22 nBut if they had stood in my council,

then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,

oand they would have turned them from their evil way,

and pfrom the evil of their deeds.

 23qAm I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God far away? 24qCan a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. rDo I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said swho prophesy lies in my name, saying, tI have dreamed, I have dreamed! 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of uthe prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name tby their dreams that they tell one another, even as their vfathers forgot my name for Baal? 28wLet the prophet who has a dream xtell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. yWhat has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29yIs not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and zlike a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 30aTherefore, behold, I am against the prophets, declares the LORD, who steal my words from one another. 31Behold, I am against the prophets, declares the LORD, who use their tongues and declare, declares the LORD. 32Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying dreams, declares the LORD, and who tell them and blead my people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when cI did not send them or charge them. So they do not profit this people at all, declares the LORD.

 33dWhen one of this people, or a prophet or a priest asks you, What is the burden of the LORD? you shall say to them, You are the burden,[2] and fI will cast you off, declares the LORD. 34And as for the prophet, priest, or one of the people who says, The burden of the LORD, dI will punish that man and his household. 35Thus shall you say, every one to his neighbor and every one to his brother, What has the LORD answered? or What has the LORD spoken? 36But the burden of the LORD you shall mention no more, for the burden is every mans own word, and gyou pervert the words of hthe living God, the LORD of hosts, our God. 37Thus you shall say to the prophet, What has the LORD answered you? or What has the LORD spoken? 38But if you say, The burden of the LORD, thus says the LORD, Because you have said these words, The burden of the LORD, when I sent to you, saying, You shall not say, The burden of the LORD, 39therefore, behold, I will surely lift you up and fcast you away from my presence, you and the city that I gave to you and your fathers. 40iAnd I will bring upon you everlasting reproach and iperpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.

	

The Good Figs and the Bad Figs

 JEREMIAH 24 jAfter Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into exile from Jerusalem kJeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, together with lthe officials of Judah, the craftsmen, and the metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the LORD showed me this vision: behold, mtwo baskets of figs placed before the temple of the LORD. 2One basket had very good figs, nlike first-ripe figs, but the other basket had overy bad figs, so bad that they could not be eaten. 3And the LORD said to me, What do you see, Jeremiah? I said, Figs, the good figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.

 4Then the word of the LORD came to me: 5Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, pwhom I have sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. 6qI will set my eyes on them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. rI will build them up, and not tear them down; sI will plant them, and not pluck them up. 7tI will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD, uand they shall be my people uand I will be their God, vfor they shall return to me with their whole heart.

 8But thus says the LORD: Like wthe bad figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten, so will I treat xZedekiah the king of Judah, his officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who ydwell in the land of Egypt. 9I will make them za horror[1] to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be aa reproach, ba byword, aa taunt, and ca curse in all the places where I shall drive them. 10And I will send dsword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until they shall be utterly destroyed from the land that I gave to them and their fathers.

Seventy Years of Captivity

 JEREMIAH 25 eThe word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 3For twenty-three years, ffrom the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, to this day, the word of the LORD has come to me, and I have spoken gpersistently to you, hbut you have not listened. 4hYou have neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear, although the LORD gpersistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, 5saying, iTurn now, every one of you, jfrom his evil way and evil deeds, and kdwell upon the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers from of old and forever. 6lDo not go after other gods to serve and worship them, mor provoke me to anger mwith the work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm. 7mYet you have not listened to me, declares the LORD, mthat you might provoke me to anger mwith the work of your hands to your own harm.

 8Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words, 9nbehold, I will send for all the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, omy servant, and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding nations. I will devote them to destruction, pand make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. 10Moreover, qI will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, rthe grinding of the millstones and sthe light of the lamp. 11pThis whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and tthese nations shall serve the king of Babylon useventy years. 12Then after useventy years are completed, vI will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, vthe land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the LORD, vmaking the land an everlasting waste. 13I will bring upon that land all the words that I have uttered against it, everything written win this book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. 14xFor many nations xand great kings shall make slaves even of them, yand I will recompense them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.

The Cup of the LORDs Wrath

 15Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: zTake from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. 16They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of athe sword that I am sending among them.

 17So I took the cup from the LORDs hand, band made all the nations to whom the LORD sent me drink it: 18cJerusalem and the cities of Judah, its kings and officials, dto make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this day; 19ePharaoh king of Egypt, his servants, his officials, all his people, 20and fall the mixed tribes among them; all the kings of gthe land of Uz and all the kings of hthe land of the Philistines (hAshkelon, hGaza, Ekron, and the remnant of iAshdod); 21jEdom, kMoab, and the sons of lAmmon; 22all the kings of mTyre, all the kings of mSidon, and the kings of the coastland across nthe sea; 23oDedan, pTema, qBuz, and all who cut rthe corners of their hair; 24all the skings of Arabia and all the kings of fthe mixed tribes who dwell in the desert; 25all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of tElam, and all the kings of uMedia; 26all the kings of vthe north, far and near, one after another, and all the kingdoms of the world that are on the face of the earth. And after them the king of wBabylon[1] shall drink.

 27Then you shall say to them, Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: xDrink, be drunk and vomit, fall and rise no more, because of ythe sword that I am sending among you.

 28And if they refuse to accept the cup from your hand to drink, then you shall say to them, Thus says the LORD of hosts: zYou must drink! 29For behold, aI begin to work disaster at the city that is called by my name, and shall you go unpunished? You shall not go unpunished, yfor I am summoning a sword against all the inhabitants of the earth, declares the LORD of hosts.

 30You, therefore, shall prophesy against them all these words, and say to them:

 bThe LORD will roar from on high,

and from his holy habitation utter his voice;

he will roar mightily against his fold,

cand shout, like those who tread grapes,

against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31 The clamor will resound to the ends of the earth,

for dthe LORD has an indictment against the nations;

ehe is entering into judgment with all flesh,

and the wicked he will put to the sword,

declares the LORD.

 32 Thus says the LORD of hosts:

Behold, disaster is going forth

from nation to nation,

fand a great tempest is stirring

gfrom the farthest parts of the earth!

 33hAnd those pierced by the LORD on that day shall extend from one end of the earth to the other. iThey shall not be lamented, jor gathered, or buried; jthey shall be dung on the surface of the ground.

 34 kWail, lyou shepherds, and cry out,

mand roll in ashes, you lords of the flock,

for the days of your slaughter and dispersion have come,

and you shall fall like a choice vessel.

35 No refuge will remain nfor the shepherds,

nor escape for the lords of the flock.

36 A voicethe cry nof the shepherds,

oand the wail of the lords of the flock!

For the LORD is laying waste their pasture,

37 pand the peaceful folds are devastated

qbecause of the fierce anger of the LORD.

38 Like a lion rhe has left his lair,

for their land has become a waste

because of sthe sword of the oppressor,

qand because of his fierce anger.

Jeremiah Threatened with Death

 JEREMIAH 26 tIn the beginning of the reign of uJehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD: 2Thus says the LORD: vStand in the court of the LORDs house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD wall the words that I command you to speak to them; xdo not hold back a word. 3yIt may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, zthat I may relent of the disaster that I intend to do to them abecause of their evil deeds. 4You shall say to them, Thus says the LORD: bIf you will not listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, 5cand to listen to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you curgently, cthough you have not listened, 6then I will make this house dlike Shiloh, and I will make this city ea curse for all the nations of the earth.

 7fThe priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD. 8And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then fthe priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be dlike Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, gwithout inhabitant? And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

 10When hthe officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the kings house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the ientry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD. 11Then fthe priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, jThis man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.

 12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13Now therefore kmend your ways and your deeds, land obey the voice of the LORD your God, zand the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14mBut as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, nyou will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.

Jeremiah Spared from Death

 16oThen the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, pThis man does not deserve the sentence of death, for he has spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God. 17qAnd certain of rthe elders of the land arose and spoke to all the assembled people, saying, 18Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and said to all the people of Judah: Thus says the LORD of hosts,

 sZion shall be plowed as a field;

Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins,

and the mountain of the house a wooded height.

 19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? tDid he not fear the LORD and entreat the favor of the LORD, uand did not the LORD relent of the disaster that he had pronounced against them? vBut we are about to bring great disaster upon ourselves.

 20There was another man who prophesied in the name of the LORD, Uriah the son of Shemaiah from wKiriath-jearim. He prophesied against this city and against this land in words like those of Jeremiah. 21And when xKing Jehoiakim, with all his warriors and all the officials, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death. But when Uriah heard of it, he was afraid and fled and escaped to Egypt. 22Then xKing Jehoiakim sent to Egypt certain men, yElnathan the son of zAchbor and others with him, 23and they took Uriah from Egypt and brought him to King Jehoiakim, awho struck him down with the sword and dumped his dead body into the burial place of the common people.

 24But the hand of bAhikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah so that he was not given over to the people to be put to death.

The Yoke of Nebuchadnezzar

 JEREMIAH 27 In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah[1] the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD. 2Thus the LORD said to me: cMake yourself straps and dyoke-bars, and put them on your neck. 3Send word[2] to the king of eEdom, the king of eMoab, the king of the sons of eAmmon, the king of eTyre, and the king of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. 4Give them this charge for their masters: Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: This is what you shall say to your masters: 5It is I who fby my great power and my outstretched arm ghave made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the earth, hand I give it to whomever it seems right to me. 6iNow I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, jmy servant, kand I have given him also the beasts of the field to serve him. 7lAll the nations shall serve him and mhis son and nhis grandson, ountil the time of his own land comes. pThen many nations and great kings shall make him their slave.

 8But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, qand put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation rwith the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, declares the LORD, until I have consumed it by his hand. 9So sdo not listen to your tprophets, your diviners, your dreamers, your ufortune-tellers, or your sorcerers, who are saying to you, You shall not serve the king of Babylon. 10vFor it is a lie that they are prophesying to you, with the result that you will be removed far from your land, and I will drive you out, and you will perish. 11wBut any nation that will bring its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him, I will leave on its own land, to work it and dwell there, declares the LORD.

 12To xZedekiah king of Judah I spoke in like manner: wBring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and yserve him and his people and live. 13zWhy will you and your people die aby the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, bas the LORD has spoken concerning any nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? 14cDo not listen to the words of the prophets who are saying to you, You shall not serve the king of Babylon, vfor it is a lie that they are prophesying to you. 15I have not sent them, declares the LORD, but vthey are prophesying falsely in my name, with the result that I will drive you out and you will perish, you and the prophets who are prophesying to you.

 16Then I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus says the LORD: cDo not listen to the words of your prophets who are prophesying to you, saying, dBehold, the vessels of the LORDs house will now shortly be brought back from Babylon, vfor it is a lie that they are prophesying to you. 17cDo not listen to them; wserve the king of Babylon and live. Why should this city ebecome a desolation? 18If they are prophets, and if the word of the LORD is with them, then flet them intercede with the LORD of hosts, gthat the vessels that are left in the house of the LORD, in the house of the king of Judah, and in Jerusalem may not go to Babylon. 19hFor thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, the sea, the stands, and the rest of the vessels that are left in this city, 20which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not take away, iwhen he took into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem 21thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, hconcerning the vessels that are left in the house of the LORD, in the house of the king of Judah, and in Jerusalem: 22jThey shall be carried to Babylon kand remain there luntil the day when I visit them, declares the LORD. mThen I will bring them back jand restore them to this place.

Hananiah the False Prophet

 JEREMIAH 28 In that same year, at the beginning of the reign of nZedekiah king of Judah, in the fifth month of the fourth year, Hananiah the son of oAzzur, the prophet from pGibeon, spoke to me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and all the people, saying, 2Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: qI have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3rWithin stwo years I will bring back to this place all the vessels of the LORDs house, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place and carried to Babylon. 4I will also bring back to this place tJeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all the exiles from Judah who went to Babylon, declares the LORD, qfor I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.

 5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD, 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, uAmen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7Yet hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8vThe prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9wAs for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.

 10Then the prophet Hananiah took the xyoke-bars from the neck of Jeremiah the prophet and broke them. 11And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, yThus says the LORD: zEven so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of aall the nations within two years. But Jeremiah the prophet went his way.

 12Sometime after the prophet bHananiah had broken the yoke-bars from off the neck of Jeremiah the prophet, the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 13Go, tell Hananiah, Thus says the LORD: You have broken wooden bars, but you have made in their place bars of iron. 14For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: I have put upon the neck of all these nations can iron yoke to serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, dand they shall serve him, efor I have given to him even the beasts of the field. 15And Jeremiah the prophet said to the prophet Hananiah, Listen, Hananiah, fthe LORD has not sent you, gand you have made this people trust in a lie. 16Therefore thus says the LORD: Behold, I will remove you from the face of the earth. This year you shall die, hbecause you have uttered rebellion against the LORD.

 17In that same year, in the seventh month, the prophet Hananiah died.

Jeremiahs Letter to the Exiles

 JEREMIAH 29 These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to ithe surviving elders of the exiles, and to jthe priests, jthe prophets, and jall the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2This was after kKing Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had departed from Jerusalem. 3The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of lShaphan and Gemariah the son of mHilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 4Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5nBuild houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and opray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: pDo not let your prophets and qyour diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream,[1] 9for rit is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; sI did not send them, declares the LORD.

 10For thus says the LORD: tWhen seventy years are completed for Babylon, uI will visit you, vand I will fulfill to you my promise vand bring you back to this place. 11wFor I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare[2] and not for evil, xto give you a future and a hope. 12yThen you will call upon me and come and pray to me, yand I will hear you. 13zYou will seek me and find me, when you seek me awith all your heart. 14I will be found by you, declares the LORD, band I will restore your fortunes and cgather you from all the nations and all the places dwhere I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

 15Because you have said, The LORD has raised up prophets for us in Babylon, 16thus says the LORD concerning ethe king who sits on the throne of David, and concerning all the people who dwell in this city, your kinsmen who did not go out with you into exile: 17Thus says the LORD of hosts, behold, I am sending on them fsword, famine, and pestilence, and I will make them like gvile figs that are so rotten they cannot be eaten. 18I will pursue them with fsword, famine, and pestilence, hand will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth, ito be a curse, a terror, a hissing, and a reproach among all the nations dwhere I have driven them, 19because they did not pay attention to my words, declares the LORD, jthat I persistently sent to you by my servants the prophets, but you would not listen, declares the LORD. 20Hear the word of the LORD, all you exiles kwhom I sent away from Jerusalem to Babylon: 21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, lwho are prophesying a lie to you in my name: Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall strike them down before your eyes. 22mBecause of them nthis curse shall be used by all the exiles from Judah in Babylon: The LORD make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, owhom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire, 23because they have done an outrageous thing in Israel, pthey have committed adultery with their neighbors wives, and pthey have spoken in my name lying words that I did not command them. qI am the one who knows, qand I am witness, declares the LORD.

Shemaiahs False Prophecy

 24To rShemaiah of Nehelam you shall say: 25Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: You have sent letters in your name to all the people who are in Jerusalem, and to sZephaniah the son of tMaaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, 26The LORD has made you priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, to have ucharge in the house of the LORD vover every madman who prophesies, to put him in wthe stocks and neck irons. 27Now why have you not rebuked Jeremiah xof Anathoth who is prophesying to you? 28For he has sent to us in Babylon, saying, Your exile will be long; ybuild houses and live in them, and plant gardens and eat their produce.

 29sZephaniah the priest read this letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the prophet. 30zThen the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 31Send to all the exiles, saying, Thus says the LORD concerning aShemaiah of Nehelam: Because aShemaiah had prophesied to you bwhen I did not send him, and has made you trust in a lie, 32therefore thus says the LORD: Behold, I will punish aShemaiah of Nehelam and his descendants. He shall not have anyone living among this people, cand he shall not see the good that I will do to my people, declares the LORD, dfor he has spoken rebellion against the LORD.

Restoration for Israel and Judah

 JEREMIAH 30 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: eWrite in a book all the words that I have spoken to you. 3fFor behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, gwhen I will restore hthe fortunes of my people, iIsrael and Judah, says the LORD, jand I will bring them back to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall take possession of it.

 4These are the words that the LORD spoke concerning iIsrael and Judah:

 5 Thus says the LORD:

We have heard a cry of panic,

of terror, and no peace.

6 Ask now, and see,

can a man bear a child?

kWhy then do I see every man

with his hands on his stomach klike a woman in labor?

lWhy has every face turned pale?

7 Alas! mThat day is so great

nthere is none like it;

it is a time of distress for Jacob;

yet he shall be saved out of it.

 8And it shall come to pass in that day, declares the LORD of hosts, that I will obreak his pyoke from off your neck, and I will oburst your bonds, qand foreigners shall no more make a servant of him.[1] 9But they shall serve the LORD their God and rDavid their king, whom I will raise up for them.

 10 sThen fear not, tO Jacob my servant, declares the LORD,

nor be dismayed, O Israel;

for behold, sI will save you from far away,

uand your offspring from the land of their captivity.

sJacob shall return and have quiet and ease,

and none shall make him afraid.

11 vFor I am with you to save you,

declares the LORD;

vI will make a full end of all the nations

among whom I scattered you,

but of you I will not make a full end.

vI will wdiscipline you in just measure,

and I will by no means leave you unpunished.

 12 For thus says the LORD:

xYour hurt is incurable,

yand your wound is grievous.

13 There is none to uphold your cause,

no medicine for your wound,

zno healing for you.

14 aAll your lovers have forgotten you;

they care nothing for you;

for I have dealt you the blow of ban enemy,

the punishment cof a merciless foe,

because your guilt is great,

dbecause your sins are flagrant.

15 xWhy do you cry out over your hurt?

xYour pain is incurable.

Because your guilt is great,

dbecause your sins are flagrant,

I have done these things to you.

16 eTherefore all who devour you shall be devoured,

and fall your foes, every one of them, shall go into captivity;

gthose who plunder you shall be plundered,

hand all who prey on you I will make a prey.

17 iFor I will restore jhealth to you,

and kyour wounds I will heal,

declares the LORD,

because lthey have called you an outcast:

lIt is Zion, for whom no one cares!

 18 Thus says the LORD:

Behold, mI will restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob

and have compassion on his dwellings;

the city shall be rebuilt on nits mound,

and the palace shall stand where it used to be.

19 oOut of them shall come songs of thanksgiving,

and the voices of those who celebrate.

pI will multiply them, and they shall not be few;

I will make them honored, and they shall not be small.

20 qTheir children shall be as they were of old,

and their congregation shall be established before me,

and I will punish all who oppress them.

21 rTheir prince shall be one of themselves;

rtheir ruler shall come out from their midst;

sI will make him draw near, and he shall approach me,

tfor who would dare of himself to approach me?

declares the LORD.

22 uAnd you shall be my people,

and I will be your God.

 23 vBehold wthe storm of the LORD!

Wrath has gone forth,

a whirling tempest;

it will burst upon the head of the wicked.

24 xThe fierce anger of the LORD will not turn back

until he has executed and accomplished

the intentions of his mind.

yIn the latter days you will understand this.

The LORD Will Turn Mourning to Joy

 JEREMIAH 31 zAt that time, declares the LORD, aI will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.

 2 Thus says the LORD:

The people who survived the sword

found grace in the wilderness;

bwhen Israel sought for rest,

3 the LORD appeared to him[1] from far away.

cI have loved you with an everlasting love;

therefore dI have continued emy faithfulness to you.

4 fAgain I will build you, and you shall be built,

O virgin Israel!

gAgain you shall adorn yourself with tambourines

and shall go forth in hthe dance of the merrymakers.

5 iAgain you shall plant vineyards

on the mountains of Samaria;

the planters shall plant

and shall enjoy the fruit.

6 For there shall be a day when watchmen will call

in jthe hill country of Ephraim:

kArise, and let us go up to Zion,

to the LORD our God.

 7 For thus says the LORD:

lSing aloud with gladness for Jacob,

and raise shouts for mthe chief of the nations;

proclaim, give praise, and say,

nO LORD, save your people,

the remnant of Israel.

8 Behold, I will bring them ofrom the north country

and pgather them from qthe farthest parts of the earth,

among them rthe blind and the lame,

the pregnant woman and she who is in labor, together;

a great company, they shall return here.

9 sWith weeping they shall come,

tand with pleas for mercy I will lead them back,

I will make them uwalk by brooks of water,

vin a straight path in which they shall not stumble,

for wI am a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is xmy firstborn.

 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,

and declare it in the coastlands far away;

say, He who scattered Israel will pgather him,

and will keep him yas a shepherd keeps his flock.

11 zFor the LORD has ransomed Jacob

and has redeemed him from ahands too strong for him.

12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,

band they shall be radiant cover the goodness of the LORD,

dover the grain, the wine, and the oil,

and over the young of the flock and the herd;

etheir life shall be like a watered garden,

fand they shall languish no more.

13 gThen shall the young women rejoice in the dance,

and the young men and the old shall be merry.

hI will turn their mourning into joy;

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.

14 iI will feast the soul of the priests with abundance,

and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness,

declares the LORD.

 15 Thus says the LORD:

jA voice is heard in kRamah,

lamentation and bitter weeping.

lRachel is weeping for her children;

she refuses to be comforted for her children,

mbecause they are no more.

 16 Thus says the LORD:

Keep your voice from weeping,

and your eyes from tears,

for there is a reward for your work,

declares the LORD,

and nthey shall come back from the land of the enemy.

17 oThere is hope for your future,

declares the LORD,

and your children shall come back to their own country.

18 I have heard pEphraim grieving,

You have disciplined me, and I was disciplined,

like an untrained calf;

qbring me back that I may be restored,

for you are the LORD my God.

19 For after rI had turned away, I relented,

and after I was instructed, sI struck my thigh;

tI was ashamed, and I was confounded,

because I bore the disgrace of my youth.

20 pIs Ephraim my dear son?

uIs he my darling child?

For as often as I speak against him,

I do remember him still.

vTherefore my heart[2] yearns for him;

I will surely have mercy on him,

declares the LORD.

 21 wSet up road markers for yourself;

make yourself guideposts;

xconsider well the highway,

wthe road by which you went.

Return, O virgin Israel,

return to these your cities.

22 yHow long will you waver,

zO faithless daughter?

For the LORD has created a new thing on the earth:

a woman encircles a man.

 23Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Once more they shall use these words in the land of Judah and in its cities, awhen I restore their fortunes:

 bThe LORD bless you, cO habitation of righteousness,

dO holy hill!

 24eAnd Judah and all its cities shall dwell there together, and ethe farmers and those who wander with their flocks. 25For I will fsatisfy the weary soul, and every languishing soul I will replenish.

 26At this I awoke and looked, and my sleep was pleasant to me.

 27gBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when hI will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with ithe seed of man and the seed of beast. 28And it shall come to pass that jas I have watched over them kto pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring harm, jso I will watch over them lto build and to plant, declares the LORD. 29In those days they shall no longer say:

 mThe fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the childrens teeth are set on edge.

 30nBut everyone shall die for his own iniquity. Each man who eats sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge.

The New Covenant

 31oBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make pa new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when qI took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, rthough I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33sFor this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: sI will put my law within them, and I will write it ton their hearts. uAnd I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, Know the LORD, vfor they shall all know me, wfrom the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For xI will forgive their iniquity, and yI will remember their sin no more.

 35 Thus says the LORD,

who zgives the sun for light by day

and athe fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night,

who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar

bthe LORD of hosts is his name:

36 cIf this fixed order departs

from before me, declares the LORD,

then shall the offspring of Israel cease

from being a nation before me forever.

 37 Thus says the LORD:

If the heavens above can be measured,

and the foundations of the earth below can be explored,

dthen I will cast off all the offspring of Israel

for all that they have done,

declares the LORD.

 38eBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when the city shall be rebuilt for the LORD ffrom the Tower of Hananel to gthe Corner Gate. 39hAnd the measuring line shall go out farther, straight to the hill Gareb, and shall then turn to Goah. 40iThe whole valley of the dead bodies and the ashes, and all the fields as far as the jbrook Kidron, to the corner of kthe Horse Gate toward the east, lshall be sacred to the LORD. mIt shall not be plucked up or overthrown anymore forever.

Jeremiah Buys a Field During the Siege

 JEREMIAH 32 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD nin the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, owhich was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet pwas shut up in qthe court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah. 3For Zedekiah king of Judah had imprisoned him, saying, Why do you prophesy and say, Thus says the LORD: rBehold, I am giving this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall capture it; 4sZedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, rbut shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him face to face and see him eye to eye. 5And the shall take Zedekiah to Babylon, and there he shall remain until I visit him, declares the LORD. uThough you fight against the Chaldeans, you shall not succeed?

 6Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me: 7Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle will come to you and say, vBuy my field that is at wAnathoth, xfor the right of redemption by purchase is yours. 8Then Hanamel my cousin came to me in qthe court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, Buy my field that is at wAnathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD.

 9And I bought the field at wAnathoth from Hanamel my cousin, and yweighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. 10zI signed the deed, asealed it, bgot witnesses, and yweighed the money on scales. 11Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions and the open copy. 12And I gave the deed of purchase to cBaruch the son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel my cousin, in the presence of dthe witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in qthe court of the guard. 13I charged cBaruch in their presence, saying, 14Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware vessel, that they may last for a long time. 15For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and efields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.

Jeremiah Prays for Understanding

 16After I had given the deed of purchase to fBaruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the LORD, saying: 17Ah, Lord GOD! It is gyou who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by hyour outstretched arm! iNothing is too hard for you. 18jYou show steadfast love to thousands, jbut you repay the guilt of fathers kto their children after them, O great and lmighty God, whose name is the mLORD of hosts, 19ngreat in counsel and omighty in deed, pwhose eyes are open to all the ways of the children of man, qrewarding each one according to his ways and according to the fruit of his deeds. 20You have shown rsigns and wonders in the land of Egypt, and to this day in Israel and among all mankind, sand have made a name for yourself, as at this day. 21tYou brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and wonders, with a strong hand and uoutstretched arm, tand with great terror. 22And you gave them this land, vwhich you swore to their fathers to give them, va land flowing with milk and honey. 23And they entered and took possession of it. wBut they did not obey your voice or walk in your law. They did nothing of all you commanded them to do. Therefore you have made all this disaster come upon them. 24Behold, xthe siege mounds have come up to the city to take it, and ybecause of sword and famine and pestilence zthe city is given into the hands of the Chaldeans who are fighting against it. What you spoke has come to pass, and behold, you see it. 25Yet you, O Lord GOD, have said to me, aBuy the field for money band get witnessesthough zthe city is given into the hands of the Chaldeans.

 26The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 27Behold, I am the LORD, cthe God of all flesh. dIs anything too hard for me? 28Therefore, thus says the LORD: eBehold, I am giving this city into the hands of the Chaldeans and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall capture it. 29The Chaldeans who are fighting against this city fshall come and set this city on fire and burn it, gwith the houses on whose roofs offerings have been made to Baal gand drink offerings have been poured out to other gods, hto provoke me to anger. 30For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have done nothing but evil in my sight ifrom their youth. The children of Israel have done nothing but hprovoke me to anger jby the work of their hands, declares the LORD. 31This city has aroused my anger and wrath, from the day it was built to this day, kso that I will remove it from my sight 32because of all the evil of the children of Israel and the children of Judah that they did to provoke me to angerltheir kings and their officials, their priests and their prophets, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33mThey have turned to me their back and not their face. And though I have taught them npersistently, they have not listened oto receive instruction. 34They set up ptheir abominations in the house that is called by my name, to defile it. 35They built the high places of Baal qin the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, rto offer up their sons and daughters to Molech, sthough I did not command them, nor did it enter into my mind, that they should do pthis abomination, tto cause Judah to sin.

They Shall Be My People; I Will Be Their God

 36Now therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city of which you say, uIt is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by sword, by famine, and by pestilence: 37vBehold, I will gather them from all the countries wto which I drove them in xmy anger and my wrath and in great indignation. I will bring them back to this place, yand I will make them dwell in safety. 38zAnd they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 39aI will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, bfor their own good and the good of their children after them. 40cI will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. dAnd I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 41eI will rejoice in doing them good, fand I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul.

 42For thus says the LORD: gJust as I have brought all this great disaster upon this people, so I will bring upon them all the good that I promise them. 43hFields shall be bought in this land iof which you are saying, It is a desolation, without man or beast; jit is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 44Fields shall be bought for money, and kdeeds shall be signed and ksealed and kwitnessed, lin the land of Benjamin, lin the places about Jerusalem, land in the cities of Judah, lin the cities of the hill country, lin the cities of the Shephelah, and in the cities of the Negeb; for mI will restore their fortunes, declares the LORD.

The LORD Promises Peace

 JEREMIAH 33 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while he was still nshut up in the court of the guard: 2Thus says othe LORD who made the earth,[1] the LORD who formed it to establish itpthe LORD is his name: 3qCall to me and I will answer you, rand will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known. 4For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city and the houses of the kings of Judah that were torn down to make a defense against sthe siege mounds and against the sword: 5They are coming in tto fight against the Chaldeans and to fill them[2] with the dead bodies of men whom I shall strike down uin my anger and my wrath, vfor I have hidden my face from this city because of all their evil. 6wBehold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them and reveal to them abundance of prosperity and security. 7xI will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel, yand rebuild them as they were zat first. 8aI will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me, band I will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me. 9cAnd this city[3] shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and a glory before all the nations of the earth who shall hear of all the good that I do for them. They shall dfear and tremble because of all the good and all the prosperity I provide for it.

 10Thus says the LORD: In this place eof which you say, It is a waste without man or beast, in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, without man or inhabitant or beast, there shall be heard again 11fthe voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voices of those who sing, as they bring gthank offerings to the house of the LORD:

 hGive thanks to the LORD of hosts,

for the LORD is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever!

xFor I will restore the fortunes of the land as at first, says the LORD.

 12Thus says the LORD of hosts: iIn this place that is waste, without man or beast, and in all of its cities, there shall again be jhabitations of shepherds kresting their flocks. 13lIn the cities of the hill country, lin the cities of the Shephelah, land in the cities of the Negeb, in the land of Benjamin, lthe places about Jerusalem, land in the cities of Judah, mflocks shall again pass under the hands nof the one who counts them, says the LORD.

The LORDs Eternal Covenant with David

 14oBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when pI will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous qBranch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved, rand Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: sThe LORD is our righteousness.

 17For thus says the LORD: tDavid shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, 18uand the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.

 19The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 20vThus says the LORD: wIf you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, xso that day and night will not come at their appointed time, 21ythen also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers. 22As zthe host of heaven cannot be numbered and zthe sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the offspring of David my servant, and the Levitical priests who minister to me.

 23The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 24Have you not observed that these people are saying, The LORD has rejected the two clans that he chose? Thus they have despised my people so that they are no longer a nation in their sight. 25Thus says the LORD: aIf I have not established my covenant with day and night and the fixed order of heaven and earth, 26then I will reject the offspring of Jacob and David my servant and will not choose one of his offspring to rule over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. bFor I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy on them.

Zedekiah to Die in Babylon

 JEREMIAH 34 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when cNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army dand all the kingdoms of the earth under his dominion and all the peoples were fighting against Jerusalem and all of its cities: 2Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Go and speak to eZedekiah king of Judah and say to him, Thus says the LORD: fBehold, I am giving this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 3gYou shall not escape from his hand but shall surely be captured and delivered into his hand. gYou shall see the king of Babylon eye to eye and speak with him face to face. And you shall go to Babylon. 4Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah! hThus says the LORD concerning you: hYou shall not die by the sword. 5You shall die in peace. iAnd as spices were burned for your fathers, the former kings who were before you, so people shall jburn spices for you kand lament for you, saying, Alas, lord! For I have spoken the word, declares the LORD.

 6Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to Zedekiah king of Judah, in Jerusalem, 7when the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem and against all the cities of Judah that were left, lLachish and mAzekah, nfor these were the only ofortified cities of Judah that remained.

 8The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after King Zedekiah phad made a covenant with all the people in Jerusalem qto make a proclamation of liberty to them, 9rthat everyone should set free his Hebrew slaves, male and female, sso that no one should enslave a Jew, his brother. 10And they obeyed, all the officials and all the people who had entered into the covenant that everyone would set free his slave, male or female, so that they would not be enslaved again. They obeyed and set them free. 11But afterward they turned around and took back the male and female slaves rthey had set free, and brought them into subjection as slaves. 12The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 13Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I myself made a covenant with your fathers when tI brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, saying, 14uAt the end of seven years each of you must set free the fellow Hebrew who has been sold to you and has served you six years; ryou must set him free from your service. But vyour fathers did not listen to me or incline their ears to me. 15You recently repented and did what was right in my eyes qby proclaiming liberty, each to his neighbor, and wyou made a covenant before me in the xhouse that is called by my name, 16but then you turned around yand profaned my name when each of you took back his male and female slaves, zwhom you had set free according to their desire, and you brought them into subjection to be your slaves.

 17Therefore, thus says the LORD: You have not obeyed me qby proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother and to his neighbor; abehold, I proclaim to you liberty bto the sword, to pestilence, and to famine, declares the LORD. cI will make you a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 18And the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of wthe covenant that they made before me, I will make them like[1] dthe calf that they cut in two and passed between its parts 19the officials of Judah, the officials of Jerusalem, ethe eunuchs, the priests, and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of the calf. 20And I will give them into the hand of their enemies fand into the hand of those who seek their lives. gTheir dead bodies shall be food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth. 21And hZedekiah king of Judah and his officials I will give into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their lives, into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon iwhich has withdrawn from you. 22Behold, jI will command, declares the LORD, and will kbring them back to this city. kAnd they will fight against it and take it and burn it with fire. lI will make the cities of Judah a desolation mwithout inhabitant.

The Obedience of the Rechabites

 JEREMIAH 35 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of nJehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: 2Go to the house of the oRechabites and speak with them and bring them to the house of the LORD, into one of pthe chambers; then offer them wine to drink. 3So I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah and his brothers and all his sons and the whole house of the Rechabites. 4I brought them to the house of the LORD into pthe chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, qthe man of God, which was near pthe chamber of the officials, above pthe chamber of rMaaseiah the son of Shallum, skeeper of the threshold. 5Then I set before the Rechabites pitchers full of wine, and cups, and I said to them, Drink wine. 6But they answered, We will drink no wine, for tJonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us, You shall not drink wine, neither you nor your sons forever. 7You shall not build a house; you shall not sow seed; you shall not plant or have a vineyard; but you shall live in tents all your days, uthat you may live many days in the land where you sojourn. 8We have obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he commanded us, to drink no wine all our days, ourselves, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, 9and not to build houses to dwell in. We have no vineyard or field or seed, 10but we have lived in tents and have obeyed and done all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 11But vwhen Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against the land, we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of wthe army of the Chaldeans and wthe army of the Syrians. xSo we are living in Jerusalem.

 12Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 13Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Go and say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, yWill you not receive instruction and listen to my words? declares the LORD. 14The command that Jonadab the son of Rechab gave to his sons, to drink no wine, has been kept, and they drink none to this day, for they have obeyed their fathers command. I have spoken to you zpersistently, but you have not listened to me. 15I have sent to you all my servants the prophets, sending them zpersistently, saying, aTurn now every one of you from his evil way, and amend your deeds, and bdo not go after other gods to serve them, and then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to you and your fathers. cBut you did not incline your ear or listen to me. 16The sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have kept the command that their father gave them, but this people has not obeyed me. 17Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing upon Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the disaster that I have pronounced against them, dbecause I have spoken to them and they have not listened, dI have called to them and they have not answered.

 18But to the house of the Rechabites Jeremiah said, Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Because you have obeyed the command of Jonadab your father and kept all his precepts and done all that he commanded you, 19therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall never lack a man eto stand before me.

Jehoiakim Burns Jeremiahs Scroll

 JEREMIAH 36 In the ffourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2Take ga scroll and hwrite on it all the words that I have spoken to you against Israel and iJudah jand all the nations, kfrom the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until today. 3lIt may be that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to them, mso that every one may turn from his evil way, and nthat I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.

 4Then Jeremiah called oBaruch the son of Neriah, and oBaruch wrote on ga scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD that he had spoken to him. 5And Jeremiah ordered oBaruch, saying, pI am banned from going to the house of the LORD, 6so you are to go, and qon a day of fasting in the hearing of all the people in the LORDs house you shall read the words of the LORD from the scroll that you have written at my dictation. You shall read them also in the hearing of all the men of Judah who come out of their cities. 7lIt may be that their plea for mercy will come before the LORD, mand that every one will turn from his evil way, for great is the anger and wrath that the LORD has pronounced against this people. 8And Baruch the son of Neriah did all that Jeremiah the prophet ordered him about reading from the scroll the words of the LORD in the LORDs house.

 9rIn the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, sin the ninth month, all the people in Jerusalem and all the people who came from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem tproclaimed a fast before the LORD. 10Then, in the hearing of all the people, Baruch read the words of Jeremiah from the scroll, in the house of the LORD, in uthe chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the secretary, which was in the upper court, at the entry of the New Gate of the LORDs house.

 11When Micaiah the son of Gemariah, son of vShaphan, heard all the words of the LORD from the scroll, 12he went down to the kings house, into the secretarys chamber, and wall the officials were sitting there: xElishama the secretary, yDelaiah the son of Shemaiah, yElnathan zthe son of Achbor, yGemariah the son of zShaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the officials. 13And Micaiah told them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the scroll in the hearing of the people. 14Then all the officials sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, son of aShelemiah, son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, Take in your hand the scroll that you read in the hearing of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and came to them. 15And they said to him, Sit down and read it. So Baruch read it to them. 16When they heard all the words, they turned one to another in fear. And they said to Baruch, bWe must report all these words to the king. 17Then they asked Baruch, Tell us, please, how did you write all these words? Was it at his dictation? 18Baruch answered them, He dictated all these words to me, cwhile I wrote them with ink on the scroll. 19Then the officials said to Baruch, Go and hide, you and Jeremiah, and let no one know where you are.

 20So they went into the court to the king, having put the scroll in dthe chamber of Elishama the secretary, and they reported all the words to the king. 21Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the secretary. And Jehudi read it to the king and all the officials who stood beside the king. 22It was ethe ninth month, and the king was sitting in fthe winter house, and there was a fire burning in the fire pot before him. 23As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the fire pot, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot. 24Yet gneither the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words was afraid, hnor did they tear their garments. 25Even when iElnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah jurged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 26And the king commanded Jerahmeel the kkings son and Seraiah the son of Azriel and lShelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize mBaruch the secretary and Jeremiah the prophet, but the LORD hid them.

 27Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words that Baruch wrote at Jeremiahs dictation, the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 28Take another scroll and write on it all the former words that were in the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. 29And concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, Thus says the LORD, You have burned this scroll, saying, nWhy have you written in it that the king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and will cut off from it man and beast? 30Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: oHe shall have none pto sit on the throne of David, qand his dead body shall be cast out to the heat by day and the frost by night. 31rAnd I will punish him and his offspring and his servants for their iniquity. I will bring upon them and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem and upon the people of Judah all the disaster that I have pronounced against them, but they would not hear.

 32Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to sBaruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who twrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them.

Jeremiah Warns Zedekiah

 JEREMIAH 37 uZedekiah the son of Josiah, vwhom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah, reigned instead of wConiah the son of Jehoiakim. 2xBut neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the words of the LORD that he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.

 3King Zedekiah sent yJehucal the son of zShelemiah, and aZephaniah the priest, the son of bMaaseiah, to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Please cpray for us to the LORD our God. 4dNow Jeremiah was still going in and out among the people, efor he had not yet been put in prison. 5fThe army of Pharaoh had come out of Egypt. And when gthe Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem heard news about them, hthey withdrew from Jerusalem.

 6Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet: 7Thus says the LORD, God of Israel: Thus shall you say to the king of Judah who isent you to me to inquire of me, Behold, jPharaohs army that came to help you is about to kreturn to Egypt, to its own land. 8And lthe Chaldeans shall come back and fight against this city. lThey shall capture it and burn it with fire. 9Thus says the LORD, Do not deceive yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans will surely go away from us, for they will not go away. 10mFor even if you should defeat the whole army of Chaldeans who are fighting against you, and there remained of them only wounded men, every man in his tent, they would rise up and lburn this city with fire.

Jeremiah Imprisoned

 11Now when nthe Chaldean army had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the approach of Pharaohs army, 12Jeremiah set out from Jerusalem to go to othe land of Benjamin pto receive his portion there qamong the people. 13When he was at rthe Benjamin Gate, a sentry there named Irijah the son of sShelemiah, son of Hananiah, seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, tYou are deserting to the Chaldeans. 14And Jeremiah said, It is a lie; I am not deserting to the Chaldeans. But Irijah would not listen to him, and seized Jeremiah and brought him to uthe officials. 15And the officials were enraged at Jeremiah, and they beat him vand imprisoned him in the house of Jonathan the secretary, for it had been made a prison.

 16wWhen Jeremiah had come to the dungeon cells and remained there many days, 17King Zedekiah sent for him and received him. The king questioned him xsecretly in his house and said, Is there any word from the LORD? Jeremiah said, There is. Then he said, yYou shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. 18Jeremiah also said to King Zedekiah, What wrong have I done to you or your servants or this people, vthat you have put me in prison? 19zWhere are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, The king of Babylon will not come against you and against this land? 20Now hear, please, O my lord the king: alet my humble plea come before you and bdo not send me back to the house of Jonathan the secretary, lest I die there. 21So King Zedekiah gave orders, and they committed Jeremiah to cthe court of the guard. And a loaf of bread was given him daily from the bakers street, duntil all the bread of the city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in cthe court of the guard.

Jeremiah Cast into the Cistern

 JEREMIAH 38 Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, eJucal the son of Shelemiah, and fPashhur the son of Malchiah heard the words that Jeremiah was saying to all the people, 2Thus says the LORD: gHe who stays in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, gbut he who goes out to the Chaldeans shall live. He shall have his life as a prize of war, and live. 3Thus says the LORD: hThis city shall surely be given into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon and be taken. 4Then the officials said to the king, iLet this man be put to death, jfor he is weakening the hands of the soldiers who are left in this city, and the hands of all the people, by speaking such words to them. For this man is not seeking kthe welfare of this people, but their harm. 5King Zedekiah said, Behold, he is in your hands, lfor the king can do nothing against you. 6So they took Jeremiah mand cast him into the cistern of Malchiah, the kings son, which was in nthe court of the guard, letting Jeremiah down oby ropes. pAnd there was no water in the cistern, but only mud, and qJeremiah sank in the mud.

Jeremiah Rescued from the Cistern

 7When rEbed-melech sthe Ethiopian, ta eunuch who was in the kings house, heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cisternthe king was sitting uin the Benjamin Gate 8rEbed-melech went from the kings house and said to the king, 9My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they did to Jeremiah the prophet by casting him into the cistern, and he will die there of vhunger, wfor there is no bread left in the city. 10Then the king commanded rEbed-melech the Ethiopian, Take thirty men with you from here, and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies. 11So rEbed-melech took the men with him and went to the house of the king, to a wardrobe in the storehouse, and took from there old rags and worn-out clothes, which he let down to Jeremiah in the cistern xby ropes. 12Then rEbed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, Put the rags and clothes between your armpits and xthe ropes. Jeremiah did so. 13Then they drew Jeremiah up with xropes and lifted him out of the cistern. And Jeremiah remained in the ncourt of the guard.

Jeremiah Warns Zedekiah Again

 14King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah the prophet and received him at the third entrance of the temple of the LORD. The king said to Jeremiah, I will ask you a question; hide nothing from me. 15Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, If I tell you, will you not surely put me to death? And if I give you counsel, you will not listen to me. 16Then King Zedekiah swore ysecretly to Jeremiah, zAs the LORD lives, awho made our souls, I will not put you to death or deliver you into the hand of bthese men who seek your life.

 17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: cIf you will surrender to dthe officials of the king of Babylon, ethen your life shall be spared, and this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. 18But if you do not surrender to dthe officials of the king of Babylon, fthen this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, fand they shall burn it with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand. 19King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Judeans gwho have deserted to the Chaldeans, lest I be handed over to them and they deal cruelly with me. 20Jeremiah said, You shall not be given to them. Obey now the voice of the LORD in what I say to you, hand it shall be well with you, and your life shall be spared. 21But if you refuse to csurrender, this is the vision which the LORD has shown to me: 22Behold, all the women left in the house of the king of Judah were being led out to the officials of the king of Babylon and were saying,

 iYour trusted friends have deceived you

and prevailed against you;

now that your feet are sunk in the mud,

they turn away from you.

 23All your wives and jyour sons shall be led out to the Chaldeans, and you yourself shall not escape from their hand, but shall be seized by the king of Babylon, and this city shall be burned with fire.

 24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, Let no one know of these words, and you shall not die. 25If kthe officials hear that I have spoken with you and come to you and say to you, Tell us what you said to the king and what the king said to you; hide nothing from us and we will not put you to death, 26then you shall say to them, lI made a humble plea to the king that he would not send me back to the house of Jonathan to die there. 27Then all the officials came to Jeremiah and asked him, and he answered them as the king had instructed him. So they stopped speaking with him, for the conversation had not been overheard. 28And Jeremiah remained min the court of the guard until the day that Jerusalem was taken.

The Fall of Jerusalem

 JEREMIAH 39 nIn the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and besieged it. 2In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, a breach was made in the city. 3Then all othe officials of the king of Babylon came pand sat in the middle gate: Nergal-sar-ezer of Samgar, Nebu-sar-sekim qthe Rab-saris, Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, with all the rest of the officers of the king of Babylon. 4When Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers saw them, they fled, going out of the city at night by way of the kings garden through the gate between the two walls; and they went toward rthe Arabah. 5But the army of the Chaldeans pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in sthe plains of Jericho. And when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, at tRiblah, in the land of Hamath; uand he passed sentence on him. 6The king of Babylon vslaughtered the sons of Zedekiah at tRiblah before his eyes, and the king of Babylon vslaughtered all the nobles of Judah. 7wHe put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him in chains to take him to Babylon. 8xThe Chaldeans burned the kings house and the house of the people, yand broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 9Then zNebuzaradan, the acaptain of the guard, carried into exile to Babylon the rest of the people who were left in the city, bthose who had deserted to him, and the people who remained. 10Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, cleft in the land of Judah some of the poor people who owned nothing, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.

The LORD Delivers Jeremiah

 11Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave command concerning Jeremiah through Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, saying, 12dTake him, look after him well, and do him no harm, but deal with him as he tells you. 13So eNebuzaradan the captain of the guard, Nebushazban the Rab-saris, Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, eand all the chief officers of the king of Babylon 14sent and took Jeremiah from fthe court of the guard. They entrusted him to gGedaliah the son of hAhikam, son of iShaphan, that he should take him home. So jhe lived among the people.

 15The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah kwhile he was shut up in the court of the guard: 16Go, and say to lEbed-melech the Ethiopian, Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: mBehold, I will fulfill my words against this city for harm and nnot for good, and they shall be accomplished before you on that day. 17But I will deliver you on that day, declares the LORD, and you shall not be given into the hand of the men oof whom you are afraid. 18For I will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the sword, but you shall have your plife as a prize of war, qbecause you have put your trust in me, declares the LORD.

Jeremiah Remains in Judah

 JEREMIAH 40 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD rafter Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had let him go from sRamah, when he took him tbound in chains along with all the captives of Jerusalem and Judah who were being exiled to Babylon. 2The captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him, uThe LORD your God pronounced this disaster against this place. 3The LORD has brought it about, and has done as he said. vBecause you sinned against the LORD and did not obey his voice, this thing has come upon you. 4Now, behold, I release you today from tthe chains on your hands. wIf it seems good to you to come with me to Babylon, come, and I will look after you well, wbut if it seems wrong to you to come with me to Babylon, do not come. xSee, the whole land is before you; go wherever you think it good and right to go. 5If you remain,[1] then return to yGedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, zwhom the king of Babylon appointed governor of the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people. Or go wherever you think it right to go. So the captain of the guard gave him an allowance of food and a present, and let him go. 6Then Jeremiah went to yGedaliah the son of Ahikam, at aMizpah, and lived with him bamong the people cwho were left in the land.

 7dWhen all the captains of the forces in the open country and their men heard that ethe king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land and had committed to him men, women, and children, those of fthe poorest of the land who had not been taken into exile to Babylon, 8they went to Gedaliah at aMizpahgIshmael the son of Nethaniah, hJohanan the son of Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, iJezaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men. 9Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, swore to them and their men, saying, Do not be afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, jand it shall be well with you. 10As for me, I will dwell at aMizpah, to represent you before the Chaldeans who will come to us. But as for you, lgather wine and summer fruits and oil, and store them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that you have taken. 11Likewise, when all the Judeans who were in mMoab and among nthe Ammonites and in oEdom and in other lands heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had appointed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, as governor over them, 12pthen all the Judeans returned from all the places to which they had been driven and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah. And they qgathered wine and summer fruits in great abundance.

 13Now rJohanan the son of Kareah and sall the leaders of the forces in the open country came to Gedaliah at Mizpah 14and said to him, Do you know that Baalis the king of tthe Ammonites has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take your life? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam would not believe them. 15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke secretly to Gedaliah at Mizpah, Please let me go and strike down Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why should he take your life, so that all the Judeans who are gathered about you would be scattered, uand the remnant of Judah would perish? 16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan the son of Kareah, You shall not do this thing, for you are speaking falsely of Ishmael.

	

Gedaliah Murdered

 JEREMIAH 41 vIn the seventh month, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family, one of the chief officers of the king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, at wMizpah. As they xate bread together there at Mizpah, 2yIshmael the son of Nethaniah and the ten men with him rose up and struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed him, zwhom the king of Babylon had appointed governor in the land. 3Ishmael also struck down all the Judeans who were with Gedaliah at wMizpah, and the Chaldean soldiers who happened to be there.

 4On the day after the murder of Gedaliah, before anyone knew of it, 5eighty men arrived from aShechem and bShiloh and cSamaria, with dtheir beards shaved and etheir clothes torn, and dtheir bodies gashed, fbringing grain offerings and incense to present at the temple of the LORD. 6And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah came out from gMizpah to meet them, weeping as he came. As he met them, he said to them, Come in to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. 7When they came into the city, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the men with him slaughtered them and cast them into a cistern. 8But there were ten men among them who said to Ishmael, Do not put us to death, for we have hstores of wheat, barley, oil, and honey hidden in the fields. So he refrained and did not put them to death with their companions.

 9Now the cistern into which Ishmael had thrown all the bodies of the men whom he had struck down along with[1] Gedaliah was the large cistern that iKing Asa had made for defense against iBaasha king of Israel; Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain. 10Then Ishmael took captive all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, jthe kings daughters and all the people who were left at Mizpah, whom kNebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah took them captive and set out to cross over to lthe Ammonites.

 11But when mJohanan the son of Kareah and nall the leaders of the forces with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 12they took all their men and went to fight against Ishmael the son of Nethaniah. They came upon him at othe great pool that is in pGibeon. 13And when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah and qall the leaders of the forces with him, they rejoiced. 14rSo all the people whom Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah. 15But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men, and went to sthe Ammonites. 16Then Johanan the son of Kareah and qall the leaders of the forces with him took from Mizpah all the rest of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, after he had struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikamsoldiers, twomen, children, and eunuchs, whom Johanan brought back from uGibeon. 17And they went and stayed at Geruth vChimham near wBethlehem, intending to go to Egypt 18because of the Chaldeans. For they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, xwhom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.

Warning Against Going to Egypt

 JEREMIAH 42 Then yall the commanders of the forces, and zJohanan the son of Kareah and Jezaniah the son of aHoshaiah, and all the people bfrom the least to the greatest, came near 2and said to Jeremiah the prophet, Let cour plea for mercy come before you, and dpray to the LORD your God for us, for all ethis remnantfbecause we are left with but a few, as your eyes see us 3that gthe LORD your God may show us the way we should go, and the thing that we should do. 4Jeremiah the prophet said to them, I have heard you. Behold, I will pray to the LORD your God according to your request, and hwhatever the LORD answers you I will tell you. hI will keep nothing back from you. 5Then they said to Jeremiah, iMay the LORD be a true and jfaithful witness against us kif we do not act according to all the word lwith which the LORD your God sends you to us. 6Whether it is good or bad, we will obey the voice of the LORD our God to whom we are sending you, mthat it may be well with us when we obey the voice of the LORD our God.

 7nAt the end of ten days the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. 8Then he summoned zJohanan the son of Kareah and yall the commanders of the forces who were with him, and all the people bfrom the least to the greatest, 9and said to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, oto whom you sent me to present your plea for mercy before him: 10If you will remain in this land, pthen I will build you up and not pull you down; I will plant you, and not pluck you up; qfor I relent of the disaster that I did to you. 11rDo not fear the king of Babylon, rof whom you are afraid. sDo not fear him, declares the LORD, sfor I am with you, to save you and to deliver you from his hand. 12tI will grant you mercy, that he may have mercy on you and let you remain in your own land. 13uBut if you say, We will not remain in this land, disobeying the voice of the LORD your God 14and saying, No, vwe will go to the land of Egypt, where we shall not see war or whear the sound of the trumpet or xbe hungry for bread, and we will dwell there, 15then hear the word of the LORD, O remnant of Judah. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: yIf you set your faces to enter Egypt zand go to live there, 16then the sword athat you fear shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine of which you are afraid shall follow close after you to Egypt, band there you shall die. 17All the men who set their faces to go to Egypt to live there shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. They shall have cno remnant or survivor from the disaster that I will bring upon them.

 18For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: dAs my anger and my wrath were poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so my wrath will be poured out on you when you go to Egypt. eYou shall become an execration, a horror, a curse, and a taunt. You shall see this place no more. 19The LORD has said to you, O remnant of Judah, fDo not go to Egypt. gKnow for a certainty that I have warned you this day 20that you have gone astray at the cost of your lives. hFor you sent me to the LORD your God, saying, hPray for us to the LORD our God, and iwhatever the LORD our God says declare to us and we will do it. 21And I have this day declared it to you, but you have not obeyed the voice of the LORD your God in anything jthat he sent me to tell you. 22kNow therefore know for a certainty that you shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence in the place where you desire to go to live.

Jeremiah Taken to Egypt

 JEREMIAH 43 When Jeremiah finished speaking to all the people all these words of the LORD their God, with which the LORD their God had sent him to them, 2Azariah the son of lHoshaiah and mJohanan the son of Kareah and nall the insolent men said to Jeremiah, You are telling a lie. The LORD our God did not send you to say, oDo not go to Egypt to live there, 3but pBaruch the son of Neriah qhas set you against us, rto deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may kill us or take us into exile in Babylon. 4So mJohanan the son of Kareah and all sthe commanders of the forces and all the people did not obey the voice of the LORD, to remain in the land of Judah. 5But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces took tall the remnant of Judah who had returned to live in the land of Judah from all the nations to which they had been driven 6uthe men, the women, the children, vthe princesses, and every person whom wNebuzaradan the captain of the guard had left with xGedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan; also Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son of Neriah. 7And they came into the land of Egypt, for they did not obey the voice of the LORD. And they arrived at yTahpanhes.

 8Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah in yTahpanhes: 9Take in your hands large stones and hide them in the mortar in the pavement that is at the entrance to Pharaohs palace in yTahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah, 10and say to them, Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, zmy servant, aand I will set his throne above these stones that I have hidden, and he will spread his royal canopy over them. 11He shall come band strike the land of Egypt, cgiving over to the pestilence those who are doomed to the pestilence, to captivity those who are doomed to captivity, and to the sword those who are doomed to the sword. 12dI shall kindle a fire ein the temples of the gods of Egypt, and he shall burn them fand carry them away captive. gAnd he shall clean the land of Egypt gas a shepherd cleans his cloak of vermin, and he shall go away from there in peace. 13He shall break the hobelisks of Heliopolis, which is in the land of Egypt, eand the temples of the gods of Egypt he shall burn with fire.

Judgment for Idolatry

 JEREMIAH 44 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Judeans who lived in the land of Egypt, at iMigdol, at jTahpanhes, at Memphis, and in the land of kPathros, 2Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: You have seen all the disaster that I brought upon Jerusalem and upon all the cities of Judah. Behold, this day lthey are a desolation, and no one dwells in them, 3because of the evil that they committed, mprovoking me to anger, nin that they went to make offerings oand serve other gods that they knew not, neither they, nor you, nor your fathers. 4pYet I persistently sent to you all my servants the prophets, saying, Oh, do not do this abomination that I hate! 5qBut they did not listen qor incline their ear, to turn from their evil and make no offerings to other gods. 6rTherefore my wrath and my anger were poured out and kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, sand they became a waste and a desolation, as at this day. 7And now thus says the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel: Why do you commit this great evil tagainst yourselves, to cut off from you uman and woman, uinfant and child, from the midst of Judah, leaving you no remnant? 8mWhy do you provoke me to anger with the works of your hands, nmaking offerings to other gods in the land of Egypt where you have come to live, so that you may be cut off and become va curse and a taunt among all the nations of the earth? 9Have you forgotten the evil of your fathers, wthe evil of the kings of Judah, xthe evil of their[1] wives, your own evil, yand the evil of your wives, which they committed in the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 10They have not humbled themselves even to this day, znor have they feared, nor walked in my law and my statutes that I set before you and before your fathers.

 11Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: aBehold, I will set my face against you for harm, to cut off all Judah. 12I will take the remnant of Judah who have bset their faces to come to the land of Egypt to live, and they shall all be consumed. cIn the land of Egypt they shall fall; by the sword and by famine cthey shall be consumed. dFrom the least to the greatest, they shall die by the sword and by famine, eand they shall become an oath, a horror, va curse, and a taunt. 13fI will punish those who dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, 14gso that none of the remnant of Judah who have come to live in the land of Egypt shall escape or survive hor return to the land of Judah, to which they desire to return to dwell there. For they shall not return, iexcept some fugitives.

 15Then all the men who knew that jtheir wives had made offerings to other gods, and all the women who stood by, a great assembly, all the people who lived in kPathros in the land of Egypt, answered Jeremiah: 16As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, lwe will not listen to you. 17mBut we will do everything that we have vowed, make offerings to nthe queen of heaven oand pour out drink offerings to her, pas we did, both we and our fathers, our kings and our officials, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, and prospered, and saw no disaster. 18But since we left off making offerings to nthe queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything qand have been consumed by the sword and by famine. 19And the women said,[2] When we made offerings to the queen of heaven rand poured out drink offerings to her, was it swithout our husbands approval that we made cakes for her bearing her image and poured out drink offerings to her?

 20Then Jeremiah said to all the people, tmen and women, all the people who had given him this answer: 21uAs for the offerings that you offered in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your kings and your officials, and the people of the land, vdid not the LORD remember them? Did it not come into his mind? 22wThe LORD could no longer bear your evil deeds and xthe abominations that you committed. yTherefore your land has become za desolation and a waste and a curse, awithout inhabitant, as it is this day. 23It is because you made offerings band because you sinned against the LORD and did not obey the voice of the LORD or walk in his law and in his statutes and in his testimonies cthat this disaster has happened to you, as at this day.

 24Jeremiah said to all the people and all the women, Hear the word of the LORD, dall you of Judah who are in the land of Egypt. 25Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: eYou and your wives have declared with your mouths, and have fulfilled it with your hands, saying, We will surely perform our vows that we have made, fto make offerings to the queen of heaven and to pour out drink offerings to her. Then confirm your vows and perform your vows! 26Therefore hear the word of the LORD, dall you of Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: gBehold, I have sworn by my great name, says the LORD, hthat my name shall no more be invoked by the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, isaying, As the Lord GOD lives. 27jBehold, I am watching over them for disaster and not for good. kAll the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until there is an end of them. 28lAnd those who escape the sword shall return from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah, mfew in number; and all the remnant of Judah, who came to the land of Egypt to live, nshall know whose word will stand, mine or theirs. 29This shall be the sign to you, declares the LORD, that I will punish you in this place, in order that you may know that omy words will surely stand against you for harm: 30Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will give pPharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies qand into the hand of those who seek his life, as I gave rZedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who was his enemy and sought his life.

Message to Baruch

 JEREMIAH 45 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to sBaruch the son of Neriah, twhen he wrote these words in a book at the dictation of Jeremiah, uin the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: 2Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: 3You said, vWoe is me! For the LORD has added sorrow to my pain. wI am weary with my groaning, xand I find no rest. 4Thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD: yBehold, what I have built I am breaking down, and what I have planted I am plucking upthat is, the whole land. 5And zdo you seek great things for yourself? Seek them not, for behold, aI am bringing disaster upon all flesh, declares the LORD. But I will give you byour life as a prize of war in all places to which you may go.

Judgment on Egypt

 JEREMIAH 46 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet cconcerning the nations.

 2About Egypt. dConcerning the army of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates at Carchemish and which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in ethe fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:

 3 fPrepare buckler and shield,

and advance for battle!

4 gHarness the horses;

mount, O horsemen!

Take your stations with your helmets,

fpolish your spears,

put on your armor!

5 Why have I seen it?

They are dismayed

and have turned backward.

Their hwarriors are beaten down

and have fled in haste;

ithey look not back

jterror on every side!

declares the LORD.

 6 The swift cannot flee away,

nor the warrior escape;

din the north by the river Euphrates

kthey have stumbled and fallen.

 7 Who is this, lrising like the Nile,

like rivers mwhose waters surge?

8 Egypt rises like the Nile,

like rivers mwhose waters surge.

He said, I will rise, I will cover the earth,

I will destroy cities and their inhabitants.

9 nAdvance, O horses,

and rage, O chariots!

Let the warriors go out:

men of Cush and oPut who handle the shield,

pmen of Lud, skilled in handling the bow.

10 qThat day is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts,

ra day of vengeance,

sto avenge himself on his foes.

tThe sword shall devour and be sated

and drink its fill of their blood.

For the Lord GOD of hosts holds ua sacrifice

vin the north country wby the river Euphrates.

11 xGo up to Gilead, and take xbalm,

O virgin daughter of Egypt!

In vain you have used many medicines;

ythere is no healing for you.

12 The nations have heard of your shame,

and the earth is full of your cry;

zfor warrior has stumbled against warrior;

they have both fallen together.

 13The word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the prophet about the coming of aNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to strike the land of Egypt:

 14 Declare in Egypt, and proclaim in bMigdol;

proclaim in bMemphis and bTahpanhes;

say, cStand ready and be prepared,

for dthe sword shall devour around you.

15 Why are your mighty ones face down?

They do not stand[1]

because the LORD thrust them down.

16 He made many stumble, fand they fell,

and they said one to another,

Arise, and let us go back to our own people

and to the land of our birth,

gbecause of the sword of the oppressor.

17 Call the name of hPharaoh, king of Egypt,

Noisy one who lets the hour go by.

 18 iAs I live, declares the King,

jwhose name is the LORD of hosts,

like kTabor among the mountains

and like lCarmel by the sea, shall one come.

19 mPrepare yourselves baggage for exile,

O ninhabitants of Egypt!

For oMemphis shall become a waste,

a ruin, pwithout inhabitant.

 20 A beautiful qheifer is Egypt,

but a biting fly rfrom the north has come upon her.

21 Even her hired soldiers in her midst

are like sfattened calves;

yes, they have turned and fled together;

they did not stand,

for the day of their calamity has come upon them,

tthe time of their punishment.

 22 She makes ua sound like a serpent gliding away;

for her enemies march in force

and come against her with axes

vlike those who fell trees.

23 vThey shall cut down her forest,

declares the LORD,

though it is impenetrable,

because wthey are more numerous than locusts;

they are without number.

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be put to shame;

she shall be delivered into the hand of ra people from the north.

 25The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, said: Behold, I am bringing punishment upon xAmon of yThebes, and Pharaoh and Egypt zand her gods and her kings, upon Pharaoh and those who trust in him. 26aI will deliver them into the hand of those who seek their life, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and his officers. bAfterward Egypt shall be inhabited cas in the days of old, declares the LORD.

 27 dBut fear not, O Jacob my servant,

nor be dismayed, O Israel,

for behold, I will save you from far away,

and your offspring from the land of their captivity.

Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease,

and none shall make him afraid.

28 dFear not, O Jacob my servant,

declares the LORD,

for I am with you.

I will make a full end of all the nations

to which I have driven you,

but of you I will not make a full end.

eI will discipline you in just measure,

and I will by no means leave you unpunished.

Judgment on the Philistines

 JEREMIAH 47 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet fconcerning the Philistines, before Pharaoh struck down gGaza.

 2 Thus says the LORD:

hBehold, waters are rising iout of the north,

hand shall become an overflowing torrent;

they shall overflow jthe land and all that fills it,

the city and those who dwell in it.

Men shall cry out,

and every inhabitant of the land shall wail.

3 At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his stallions,

lat the rushing of his chariots, at the rumbling of their wheels,

the fathers mlook not back to their children,

so feeble are their hands,

4 because of the day that is coming to destroy

all fthe Philistines,

to cut off from nTyre and Sidon

every helper that remains.

For the LORD is destroying the Philistines,

othe remnant of the coastland of pCaphtor.

5 qBaldness has come upon Gaza;

rAshkelon has perished.

O remnant of their valley,

show long will you gash yourselves?

6 tAh, sword of the LORD!

How long till you are quiet?

Put yourself into your scabbard;

rest and be still!

7 How can it[1] be quiet

uwhen the LORD has given it a charge?

Against vAshkelon and against the seashore

whe has appointed it.

Judgment on Moab

 JEREMIAH 48 xConcerning Moab.

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

 Woe to yNebo, for it is laid waste!

zKiriathaim is put to shame, it is taken;

the fortress is put to shame aand broken down;

2 the renown of Moab is no more.

In bHeshbon they planned disaster against her:

Come, let us cut her off cfrom being a nation!

You also, O dMadmen, shall be brought to silence;

the sword shall pursue you.

 3 A voice! A cry from eHoronaim,

Desolation and great destruction!

4 Moab is destroyed;

her little ones have made a cry.

5 eFor at the ascent of Luhith

they go up weeping;[1]

for eat the descent of Horonaim

they have heard the distressed cry[2] of destruction.

6 Flee! Save yourselves!

You will be like fa juniper in the desert!

7 For, gbecause you trusted in your works and your treasures,

you also shall be taken;

and hChemosh ishall go into exile

with jhis priests and his officials.

8 kThe destroyer shall come upon every city,

and no city shall escape;

the valley shall perish,

and lthe plain shall be destroyed,

as the LORD has spoken.

 9 Give wings to Moab,

for she would fly away;

her cities shall become a desolation,

with no inhabitant in them.

 10mCursed is he who does nthe work of the LORD with slackness, and cursed is he who keeps back his sword from bloodshed.

 11 Moab has been at ease from his youth

and has osettled on his dregs;

he has not been emptied from vessel to vessel,

nor has he gone into exile;

so his taste remains in him,

and his scent is not changed.

 12Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I shall send to him pourers who will pour him, and empty his vessels and break his[3] jars in pieces. 13Then pMoab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as qthe house of Israel was ashamed of rBethel, their confidence.

 14 How do you say, We are heroes

and mighty men of war?

15 The destroyer of sMoab and his cities has come up,

and the choicest of his young men have tgone down to slaughter,

declares uthe King, uwhose name is the LORD of hosts.

16 The calamity of Moab is near at hand,

and his affliction hastens swiftly.

17 vGrieve for him, all you who are around him,

and all who know his name;

say, wHow the mighty scepter is broken,

the glorious staff.

 18 xCome down from your glory,

and sit on the parched ground,

O inhabitant of yDibon!

For the destroyer of Moab has come up against you;

he has destroyed your strongholds.

19 zStand by the way zand watch,

O inhabitant of aAroer!

Ask him who flees and her who escapes;

say, What has happened?

20 Moab is put to shame, for it is broken;

vwail and cry!

Tell it beside bthe Arnon,

that sMoab is laid waste.

 21Judgment has come upon cthe tableland, upon Holon, and dJahzah, and Mephaath, 22and yDibon, and eNebo, and Beth-diblathaim, 23and fKiriathaim, and Beth-gamul, and gBeth-meon, 24and hKerioth, and iBozrah, and all the cities of the land of Moab, far and near. 25jThe horn of Moab is cut off, and khis arm is broken, declares the LORD.

 26lMake him drunk, mbecause he magnified himself against the LORD, so that Moab shall lwallow in his vomit, nand he too shall be held in derision. 27oWas not Israel a derision to you? pWas he found among thieves, that whenever you spoke of him qyou wagged your head?

 28 rLeave the cities, and dwell in the rock,

O inhabitants of Moab!

Be slike the dove that nests

in the sides of the mouth of a gorge.

29 tWe have heard of the pride of Moab

he is very proud

of his loftiness, his pride, and his arrogance,

and the haughtiness of his heart.

30 I know his insolence, declares the LORD;

uhis boasts are false,

his deeds are false.

31 vTherefore I wail for Moab;

I cry out for all Moab;

for the men of wKir-hareseth I mourn.

32 More than for xJazer I weep for you,

yO vine of zSibmah!

aYour branches passed over the sea,

reached to the Sea of xJazer;

on your summer fruits and your grapes

the destroyer has fallen.

33 bGladness and joy have been taken away

from the fruitful land of Moab;

I have made the wine cease from the winepresses;

no one treads them with shouts of joy;

the shouting is not the shout of joy.

 34cFrom the outcry at Heshbon even to Elealeh, as far as Jahaz they utter their voice, from Zoar to dHoronaim and Eglath-shelishiyah. For the waters of Nimrim also have become desolate. 35And I will bring to an end in Moab, declares the LORD, him who offers sacrifice in ethe high place and makes offerings to his god. 36Therefore my heart moans for Moab like a flute, and my heart moans like a flute for the men of fKir-hareseth. gTherefore the riches they gained have perished.

 37hFor every head is shaved and every beard cut off. iOn all the hands are gashes, and jaround the waist is sackcloth. 38On all the housetops of Moab and in the squares there is nothing but lamentation, for I have broken Moab like ka vessel for which no one cares, declares the LORD. 39How it is broken! How they wail! lHow Moab has turned his back in shame! So Moab mhas become a derision and a horror to all that are around him.

 40 For thus says the LORD:

Behold, none shall fly swiftly like an eagle

oand spread his wings against Moab;

41 pthe cities shall be taken

and the strongholds seized.

qThe heart of the warriors of Moab shall be in that day

like the heart of ra woman in her birth pains;

42 Moab shall be sdestroyed and be no longer a people,

because the magnified himself against the LORD.

43 uTerror, pit, and snare

are before you, O inhabitant of Moab!

declares the LORD.

44 He who flees from the terror

shall fall into the pit,

and he who climbs out of the pit

shall be caught in the snare.

vFor I will bring these things upon Moab,

the year of their punishment,

declares the LORD.

 45 In the shadow of Heshbon

fugitives stop without strength,

for fire came out from Heshbon,

flame from the house of Sihon;

it has destroyed wthe forehead of Moab,

the crown of wthe sons of tumult.

46 xWoe to you, O Moab!

The people of yChemosh are undone,

for your sons have been taken captive,

and your daughters into captivity.

47 zYet I will restore the fortunes of Moab

in the latter days, declares the LORD.

Thus far is the judgment on Moab.

Judgment on Ammon

 JEREMIAH 49 aConcerning the Ammonites.

Thus says the LORD:

 Has Israel no sons?

Has he no heir?

Why then has bMilcom cdispossessed Gad,

and his people settled in its cities?

2 Therefore, behold, the days are coming,

declares the LORD,

when I will cause dthe battle cry to be heard

against eRabbah of the Ammonites;

it shall become a desolate fmound,

and its villages shall be burned with fire;

then Israel shall dispossess those who dispossessed him,

says the LORD.

 3 Wail, O gHeshbon, for Ai is laid waste!

Cry out, O daughters of eRabbah!

hPut on sackcloth,

lament, and run to and fro among the hedges!

For iMilcom shall go into exile,

jwith his priests and his officials.

4 Why do you boast of your valleys,[1]

kO faithless daughter,

lwho trusted in her treasures, saying,

Who will come against me?

5 Behold, mI will bring terror upon you,

declares the Lord GOD of hosts,

from all who are around you,

and you shall be driven out, every man straight before him,

with none to gather the fugitives.

 6But nafterward I will restore the fortunes of the Ammonites, declares the LORD.

Judgment on Edom

 7Concerning oEdom.

Thus says the LORD of hosts:

 pIs wisdom no more in pTeman?

qHas counsel perished from the prudent?

qHas their wisdom vanished?

8 rFlee, turn back, dwell in the depths,

O inhabitants of sDedan!

For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him,

tthe time when I punish him.

9 uIf grape gatherers came to you,

would they not leave vgleanings?

uIf thieves came by night,

would they not destroy only enough for themselves?

10 wBut I have stripped Esau bare;

uI have uncovered his hiding places,

and he is not able to conceal himself.

His children are destroyed, and his brothers,

and his neighbors; and xhe is no more.

11 yLeave your fatherless children; I will keep them alive;

yand let your widows trust in me.

 12For thus says the LORD: zIf those who did not deserve to drink the cup must drink it, awill you go unpunished? You shall not go unpunished, but you must drink. 13bFor I have sworn by myself, declares the LORD, that cBozrah shall become da horror, a taunt, a waste, and a curse, and all her cities shall be perpetual wastes.

 14 eI have heard a message from the LORD,

and an envoy has been sent among the nations:

fGather yourselves together and come against her,

and rise up for battle!

15 For behold, I will make you small among the nations,

despised among mankind.

16 The horror you inspire has deceived you,

and the pride of your heart,

you who live in the clefts of the rock,[2]

who hold the height of the hill.

Though you gmake your nest as high as the eagles,

I will bring you down from there,

declares the LORD.

 17hEdom shall become a horror. iEveryone who passes by it will be horrified iand will hiss because of all its disasters. 18jAs when Sodom and Gomorrah and their kneighboring cities were overthrown, says the LORD, lno man shall dwell there, lno man shall sojourn in her. 19mBehold, nlike a lion coming up from othe jungle of the Jordan against a perennial pasture, I will suddenly make him[3] run away from her. And I will appoint over her whomever I choose. pFor who is like me? qWho will summon me? rWhat shepherd can stand before me? 20Therefore hear the plan that the LORD has made against sEdom and the purposes that he has formed against the inhabitants of tTeman: uEven the little ones of the flock shall be dragged away. Surely their fold shall be appalled at their fate. 21At the sound of their fall vthe earth shall tremble; the sound of their cry shall be heard at the Red Sea. 22Behold, wone shall mount up and fly swiftly like an eagle and spread his wings against xBozrah, and the heart of the warriors of Edom shall be in that day like the heart yof a woman in her birth pains.

Judgment on Damascus

 23Concerning zDamascus:

 aHamath and bArpad are confounded,

for they have heard bad news;

they melt in fear,

cthey are troubled like the sea that cannot be quiet.

24 zDamascus has become feeble, dshe turned to flee,

and panic seized her;

anguish and sorrows have taken hold of her,

as yof a woman in labor.

25 How is ethe famous city not forsaken,

the city of my joy?

26 fTherefore her young men shall fall in her squares,

and all her soldiers shall be destroyed in that day,

declares the LORD of hosts.

27 And gI will kindle a fire in the wall of zDamascus,

and it shall devour the strongholds of hBen-hadad.

Judgment on Kedar and Hazor

 28Concerning iKedar and the kingdoms of Hazor that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon struck down.

 Thus says the LORD:

jRise up, advance against iKedar!

Destroy kthe people of the east!

29 lTheir tents and their flocks shall be taken,

their lcurtains and all their goods;

their camels shall be led away from them,

and men shall cry to them: mTerror on every side!

30 nFlee, wander far away, dwell in the depths,

O inhabitants of Hazor!

declares the LORD.

For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon

has made a plan against you

and formed a purpose against you.

 31 jRise up, advance against a nation oat ease,

pthat dwells securely,

declares the LORD,

pthat has no gates or bars,

that dwells alone.

32 qTheir camels shall become plunder,

their herds of livestock a spoil.

rI will scatter to every wind

sthose who cut the corners of their hair,

and I will bring their calamity

from every side of them,

declares the LORD.

33 Hazor shall become ta haunt of jackals,

an everlasting waste;

uno man shall dwell there;

uno man shall sojourn in her.

Judgment on Elam

 34The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning vElam, in the beginning of the reign of wZedekiah king of Judah.

 35Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will break xthe bow of vElam, the mainstay of their might. 36And I will bring upon vElam the four winds from the four quarters of heaven. And I will scatter them to all those winds, and there shall be no nation to which those driven out of vElam shall not come. 37I will yterrify vElam before their enemies and before those who seek their life. I will bring disaster upon them, zmy fierce anger, declares the LORD. aI will send the sword after them, until I have consumed them, 38and I will set my throne in vElam and destroy their king and officials, declares the LORD.

 39But in the latter days bI will restore the fortunes of vElam, declares the LORD.

Judgment on Babylon

 JEREMIAH 50 The word that the LORD spoke concerning cBabylon, concerning the land of the Chaldeans, dby Jeremiah the prophet:

 2 Declare among the nations and proclaim,

set up a banner and proclaim,

conceal it not, and say:

eBabylon is taken,

fBel is put to shame,

Merodach is dismayed.

eHer images are put to shame,

her idols are dismayed.

 3For gout of the north a nation has come up against her, hwhich shall make her land a desolation, and none shall dwell in it; iboth man and beast shall flee away.

 4jIn those days and in that time, declares the LORD, jthe people of Israel and the people of Judah shall come together, kweeping as they come, and they lshall seek the LORD their God. 5mThey shall ask the way to Zion, with faces turned toward it, nsaying, Come, let us join ourselves to the LORD in an oeverlasting covenant that will never be forgotten.

 6pMy people have been lost sheep. qTheir shepherds have led them astray, turning them away on the mountains. From mountain to hill they have gone. They have forgotten their fold. 7All who found them have devoured them, rand their enemies have said, We are not guilty, for sthey have sinned against the LORD, ttheir habitation of righteousness, the LORD, uthe hope of their fathers.

 8vFlee from the midst of Babylon, vand go out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as male goats before the flock. 9For behold, I am stirring up and bringing against Babylon wa gathering of great nations, from the north country. And they shall array themselves against her. From there she shall be taken. Their arrows are like a skilled warrior who does not return empty-handed. 10xChaldea shall be plundered; all who plunder her shall be sated, declares the LORD.

 11 yThough you rejoice, though you exult,

O plunderers of my heritage,

though you frolic like a heifer in the pasture,

and neigh like stallions,

12 your mother shall be utterly shamed,

and she who bore you shall be disgraced.

Behold, she shall be the last of the nations,

za wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.

13 aBecause of the wrath of the LORD she shall not be inhabited

but shall be an utter desolation;

beveryone who passes by Babylon shall be appalled,

band hiss because of all her wounds.

14 cSet yourselves in array against Babylon all around,

dall you who bend the bow;

shoot at her, spare no arrows,

efor she has sinned against the LORD.

15 fRaise a shout against her all around;

she has surrendered;

her bulwarks have fallen;

gher walls are thrown down.

For hthis is the vengeance of the LORD:

take vengeance on her;

ido to her as she has done.

16 Cut off from Babylon the sower,

and the one who handles the sickle in time of harvest;

jbecause of the sword of the oppressor,

kevery one shall turn to his own people,

and every one shall flee to his own land.

 17lIsrael is a hunted sheep mdriven away by lions. nFirst the king of Assyria odevoured him, and now at last pNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon qhas gnawed his bones. 18Therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, rI am bringing punishment on the king of Babylon and his land, sas I punished the king of Assyria. 19tI will restore Israel to his pasture, and the shall feed on uCarmel and in uBashan, and his desire shall be satisfied on the hills of Ephraim and in uGilead. 20In those days and in that time, declares the LORD, viniquity shall be sought in Israel, and there shall be none, and sin in Judah, and none shall be found, for wI will pardon those whom I leave as a remnant.

 21 Go up against the land of Merathaim,[1]

and against the inhabitants of Pekod.[2]

Kill, xand devote them to destruction,[3]

declares the LORD,

and do all that I have commanded you.

22 yThe noise of battle is in the land,

and great destruction!

23 zHow the hammer of the whole earth

is cut down and broken!

aHow Babylon bhas become

a horror among the nations!

24 cI set a snare for you and you were taken, O Babylon,

and dyou did not know it;

you were found and caught,

because you opposed the LORD.

25 The LORD has opened his armory

and brought out ethe weapons of his wrath,

for the Lord GOD of hosts has a work to do

in the land of the Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from every quarter;

open her granaries;

fpile her up like heaps of grain, and devote her to destruction;

let nothing be left of her.

27 Kill all gher bulls;

let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them, for their day has come,

hthe time of their punishment.

 28A voice! They iflee and escape from the land of Babylon, jto declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, vengeance for khis temple.

 29lSummon archers against Babylon, all those who bend the bow. lEncamp around her; let no one escape. mRepay her according to her deeds; do to her according to all that she has done. For she has nproudly defied the LORD, the Holy One of Israel. 30oTherefore her young men shall fall in her squares, and all her soldiers shall be destroyed on that day, declares the LORD.

 31 Behold, I am against you, O nproud one,

declares the Lord GOD of hosts,

pfor your day has come,

the time when I will punish you.

32 nThe proud one shall stumble and fall,

with none to raise him up,

qand I will kindle a fire in his cities,

and it will devour all that is around him.

 33Thus says the LORD of hosts: rThe people of Israel are oppressed, and the people of Judah with them. All who took them captive have held them fast; sthey refuse to let them go. 34tTheir Redeemer is strong; uthe LORD of hosts is his name. vHe will surely plead their cause, that he may give rest to the earth, but unrest to the inhabitants of Babylon.

 35 A sword against the Chaldeans, declares the LORD,

and against the inhabitants of Babylon,

and against wher officials and her xwise men!

36 A sword against the diviners,

that they may become fools!

A sword against her ywarriors,

that they may be destroyed!

37 A sword against her horses and against her chariots,

and against all zthe foreign troops in her midst,

that athey may become women!

bA sword against all her treasures,

that they may be plundered!

38 cA drought against her waters,

that they may be dried up!

dFor it is a land of images,

and they are mad over idols.

 39eTherefore wild beasts shall dwell with hyenas in Babylon, and ostriches shall dwell in her. She shall never again have people, nor be inhabited for all generations. 40fAs when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring cities, declares the LORD, gso no man shall dwell there, and no son of man shall sojourn in her.

 41 hBehold, a people comes from the north;

a mighty nation and many kings

are stirring from the farthest parts of the earth.

42 They lay hold of bow and spear;

they are cruel and have no mercy.

The sound of them is like the roaring of the sea;

they ride on horses,

arrayed as a man for battle

against you, O daughter of Babylon!

 43 The king of Babylon heard the report of them,

and his hands fell helpless;

anguish seized him,

pain as of a woman in labor.

 44iBehold, like a lion coming up from the thicket of the Jordan against a perennial pasture, I will suddenly make them run away from her, and I will appoint over her whomever I choose. For who is like me? Who will summon me? What shepherd jcan stand before me? 45Therefore hear kthe plan that the LORD has made against Babylon, kand the purposes that he has formed against the land of the Chaldeans: lSurely the little ones of their flock shall be dragged away; surely their fold shall be appalled at their fate. 46mAt the sound of the capture of Babylon the earth shall tremble, and her cry shall be heard among the nations.

The Utter Destruction of Babylon

 JEREMIAH 51  Thus says the LORD:

Behold, I will stir up nthe spirit of a destroyer

against Babylon,

against the inhabitants of Leb-kamai,[1]

2 and I will send to Babylon winnowers,

and othey shall winnow her,

and they shall empty her land,

when they come against her from every side

pon the day of trouble.

3 qLet not the archer bend his bow,

and let him not stand up in his armor.

Spare not her young men;

rdevote to destruction[2] all her army.

4 They shall fall down slain in the land of the Chaldeans,

sand wounded in her streets.

5 tFor Israel and Judah have not been forsaken

by their God, the LORD of hosts,

but the land of the Chaldeans[3] is full of guilt

against the Holy One of Israel.

 6 uFlee from the midst of Babylon;

let every one save his life!

vBe not cut off in her punishment,

wfor this is the time of the LORDs vengeance,

the repayment he is rendering her.

7 Babylon was xa golden cup in the LORDs hand,

ymaking all the earth drunken;

zthe nations drank of her wine;

therefore the nations went mad.

8 aSuddenly Babylon has fallen and been broken;

bwail for her!

cTake balm for her pain;

perhaps she may be healed.

9 We would have healed Babylon,

but she was not healed.

dForsake her, and elet us go

each to his own country,

for fher judgment has reached up to heaven

and has been lifted up even to the skies.

10 gThe LORD has brought about our vindication;

hcome, let us declare in Zion

the work of the LORD our God.

 11 iSharpen the arrows!

Take up the shields!

jThe LORD has stirred up the spirit of the kings of kthe Medes, because lhis purpose concerning Babylon is to destroy it, mfor that is the vengeance of the LORD, the vengeance for mhis temple.

 12 nSet up a standard against the walls of Babylon;

omake the watch strong;

set up watchmen;

prepare the ambushes;

lfor the LORD has both planned and done

what he spoke concerning the inhabitants of Babylon.

13 pO you who dwell by many waters,

rich in treasures,

your end has come;

the thread of your life is cut.

14 qThe LORD of hosts has sworn by himself:

Surely I will fill you with men, ras many as locusts,

sand they shall raise the shout of victory over you.

 15 tIt is he who made the earth by his power,

who established the world by his wisdom,

and by his understanding stretched out the heavens.

16 When he utters his voice there is a tumult of waters in the heavens,

and he makes the mist rise from the ends of the earth.

He makes lightning for the rain,

and he brings forth the wind from his storehouses.

17 Every man is stupid and without knowledge;

every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols,

for his images are false,

and there is no breath in them.

18 They are worthless, a work of delusion;

at the time of their punishment they shall perish.

19 Not like these is he who is the portion of Jacob,

for he is the one who formed all things,

and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance;

the LORD of hosts is his name.

 20 You are my hammer and weapon of war:

with you I ubreak nations in pieces;

with you I destroy kingdoms;

21 with you I break in pieces the horse and his rider;

with you I break in pieces the chariot and the charioteer;

22 with you I break in pieces man and woman;

with you I break in pieces vthe old man and the youth;

with you I break in pieces vthe young man and the young woman;

23 with you I break in pieces the shepherd and his flock;

with you I break in pieces the farmer and his team;

with you I break in pieces wgovernors and commanders.

 24xI will repay Babylon and all the inhabitants of Chaldea before your very eyes for all the evil that they have done in Zion, declares the LORD.

 25 Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain,

declares the LORD,

which destroys the whole earth;

I will stretch out my hand against you,

and roll you down from the crags,

yand make you a burnt mountain.

26 No zstone shall be taken from you for a corner

and no stone for a foundation,

but you shall be aa perpetual waste,

declares the LORD.

 27 bSet up a standard on the earth;

cblow the trumpet among the nations;

dprepare ethe nations for war against her;

summon against her fthe kingdoms,

gArarat, Minni, and hAshkenaz;

appoint a imarshal against her;

jbring up horses like bristling locusts.

28 dPrepare ethe nations for war against her,

the kings of kthe Medes, lwith their governors land deputies,

and every mland under their dominion.

29 nThe land trembles and writhes in pain,

ofor the LORDs purposes against Babylon stand,

to make the land of Babylon a desolation,

without inhabitant.

30 The warriors of Babylon have ceased fighting;

they remain in their strongholds;

their strength has failed;

pthey have become women;

qher dwellings are on fire;

rher bars are broken.

31 One srunner runs to meet another,

and one messenger to meet another,

to tell the king of Babylon

that his city is taken on every side;

32 the fords have been tseized,

the marshes are burned with fire,

and the soldiers are in panic.

33 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

uThe daughter of Babylon is like ua threshing floor

at the time when it is trodden;

yet a little while

and vthe time of her harvest will come.

 34 Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon whas devoured me;

he has crushed me;

he has made me an empty vessel;

xhe has swallowed me like ya monster;

he has filled his stomach with my delicacies;

he has rinsed me out.[4]

35 The violence done to me and to my kinsmen be upon Babylon,

let the inhabitant of Zion say.

My blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea,

let Jerusalem say.

36 Therefore thus says the LORD:

Behold, zI will plead your cause

and take vengeance for you.

aI will dry up her sea

and bmake her fountain dry,

37 and Babylon shall become ca heap of ruins,

dthe haunt of jackals,

ea horror eand a hissing,

without inhabitant.

 38 fThey shall roar together glike lions;

they shall growl like lions cubs.

39 hWhile they are inflamed hI will prepare them a feast

and imake them drunk, that they may become merry,

ithen sleep a perpetual sleep

and not wake, declares the LORD.

40 I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter,

like rams and male goats.

 41 How jBabylon[5] is taken,

kthe praise of the whole earth lseized!

How Babylon has become

a horror among the nations!

42 mThe sea has come up on Babylon;

she is covered with its tumultuous waves.

43 Her cities have become a horror,

na land of drought and a desert,

oa land in which no one dwells,

and through which no son of man passes.

44 And I will punish pBel in Babylon,

and qtake out of his mouth rwhat he has swallowed.

sThe nations shall no longer flow to him;

tthe wall of Babylon has fallen.

 45 Go out of the midst of her, umy people!

Let every one save his life

from vthe fierce anger of the LORD!

46 Let not your heart faint, and be not fearful

wat the report heard in the land,

xwhen a report comes in one year

and afterward a report in another year,

and violence is in the land,

xand ruler is against ruler.

 47 Therefore, behold, the days are coming

when yI will punish the images of Babylon;

zher whole land shall be put to shame,

and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.

48 aThen the heavens and the earth,

and all that is in them,

shall sing for joy over Babylon,

bfor the destroyers shall come against them out of the north,

declares the LORD.

49 Babylon must fall for the slain of Israel,

cjust as for Babylon have fallen the slain of all the earth.

 50 dYou who have escaped from the sword,

go, do not stand still!

Remember the LORD from far away,

and let Jerusalem come into your mind:

51 eWe are put to shame, for we have heard reproach;

edishonor has covered our face,

ffor foreigners have come

into the holy places of the LORDs house.

 52 Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,

when yI will execute judgment upon her images,

gand through all her land

the wounded shall groan.

53 Though Babylon should hmount up to heaven,

and though she should ifortify her strong height,

yet destroyers would come from me against her,

declares the LORD.

 54 jA voice! A cry from Babylon!

The noise of great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans!

55 For the LORD is laying Babylon waste

and stilling her mighty voice.

kTheir waves roar like many waters;

the noise of their voice is raised,

56 for a destroyer has come upon her,

upon Babylon;

her warriors are taken;

their bows are broken in pieces,

lfor the LORD is a God of recompense;

he will surely repay.

57 mI will make drunk her officials and her wise men,

nher governors, her commanders, and her warriors;

they shall sleep a perpetual sleep and not wake,

declares othe King, whose name is the LORD of hosts.

 58 Thus says the LORD of hosts:

The broad pwall of Babylon

shall be leveled to the ground,

qand her high gates

shall be burned with fire.

rThe peoples labor for nothing,

and sthe nations weary themselves only for fire.

 59The word that Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah tthe son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah king of Judah to Babylon, uin the fourth year of his reign. Seraiah was the quartermaster. 60vJeremiah wrote in a book all the disaster that should come upon Babylon, wall these words that are written concerning Babylon. 61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah: When you come to Babylon, see that you read all these words, 62and say, O LORD, you have said concerning this place that you will cut it off, so xthat nothing shall dwell in it, neither man nor beast, and it shall be ydesolate forever. 63When you finish reading this book, zatie a stone to it zand cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, 64and say, zThus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster that I am bringing upon her, band they shall become exhausted.

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

The Fall of Jerusalem Recounted

 JEREMIAH 52 cZedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mothers name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, daccording to all that Jehoiakim had done. 3For because of the anger of the LORD it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that he cast them out from his presence.

And Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 4eAnd in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem, and laid siege to it. And they built siegeworks all around it. 5So the city was besieged till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 6On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 7Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of war fled and went out from the city by night by the way of a gate between the two walls, by the kings garden, and the Chaldeans were around the city. And they went in the direction of the Arabah. 8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho, and all his army was scattered from him. 9Then they captured the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he passed sentence on him. 10The king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and also slaughtered all the officials of Judah at fRiblah. 11gHe put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in chains, and the king of Babylon took him to Babylon, and put him in prison gtill the day of his death.

The Temple Burned

 12hIn the fifth month, on ithe tenth day of the monththat was jthe nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of BabylonNebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, who kserved the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem. 13And he burned the house of the LORD, and the kings house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down. 14And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard, broke down all the walls around Jerusalem. 15And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive some of the poorest of the people and the rest of the people who were left in the city and lthe deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of the artisans. 16But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen.

 17And the mpillars of bronze that were in the house of the LORD, and the stands and the nbronze sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and ocarried all the bronze to Babylon. 18And they took away pthe pots and the shovels and the snuffers and the basins and the dishes for incense and all the vessels of bronze used in the temple service; 19qalso the small bowls and the fire pans and the basins and the pots and rthe lampstands and sthe dishes for incense sand the bowls for drink offerings. What was of gold the captain of the guard took away as gold, and what was of silver, as silver. 20As for the two pillars, the one sea, tthe twelve bronze bulls that were under the sea,[1] and the stands, which Solomon the king had made for the house of the LORD, the bronze of all these things was beyond weight. 21As for the pillars, the height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits,[2] uits circumference was twelve cubits, and its thickness was four fingers, and it was hollow. 22On it was a capital of bronze. The height of the one capital was vfive cubits. A network and pomegranates, all of bronze, were around the capital. And the second pillar had the same, with pomegranates. 23There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all the pomegranates were a hundred upon the network all around.

The People Exiled to Babylon

 24And the captain of the guard took wSeraiah the chief priest, and xZephaniah the second priest and the three keepers of the threshold; 25and from the city he took an officer who had been in command of the men of war, and yseven men of the kings council, who were found in the city; and the secretary of the commander of the army, who mustered the people of the land; and sixty men of the people of the land, who were found in the midst of the city. 26And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at zRiblah. 27And the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at zRiblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was taken into exile out of its land.

 28This is the number of the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: ain the seventh year, 3,023 Judeans; 29bin the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem 832 persons; 30in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Judeans 745 persons; all the persons were 4,600.

Jehoiachin Released from Prison

 31cAnd in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, graciously freed[3] dJehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. 32And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat above the seats of ethe kings who were with him in Babylon. 33So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments. And every day of his life he dined regularly at the kings table, 34and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, according to his daily needs, until the day of his death, as long as he lived.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 1

[1] 1:11 Almond sounds like the Hebrew for watching (compare verse 12)

[2] 1:14 The Hebrew word can mean evil, harm, or disaster, depending on the context; so throughout Jeremiah

[3] 1:17 Hebrew gird up your loins


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 2

[1] 2:8 Or rulers

[2] 2:16 Hebrew grazed

[3] 2:18 Hebrew the River


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew Saying, If

[2] 3:23 Hebrew commotion


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 5

[1] 5:26 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 6

[1] 6:2 Or I have likened the daughter of Zion to the loveliest pasture


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 8

[1] 8:7 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[2] 8:7 Or just decrees

[3] 8:13 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[4] 8:18 Compare Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 9

[1] 9:1 Ch 8:23 in Hebrew

[2] 9:2 Ch 9:1 in Hebrew

[3] 9:3 Septuagint; Hebrew and not for truth they have grown strong


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 10

[1] 10:3 Or vapor, or mist

[2] 10:5 Hebrew They

[3] 10:11 This verse is in Aramaic


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 12

[1] 12:13 Hebrew your


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 13

[1] 13:24 Hebrew them


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 15

[1] 15:11 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 17

[1] 17:5 Hebrew arm

[2] 17:10 Hebrew kidneys

[3] 17:13 Hebrew me


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 18

[1] 18:14 Hebrew of the field

[2] 18:14 Hebrew Are foreign waters plucked up


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 20

[1] 20:12 Hebrew kidneys


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 21

[1] 21:2 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, an alternate spelling of Nebuchadnezzar (king of Babylon) occurring frequently from Jeremiah 2152; this latter spelling is used throughout Jeremiah for consistency


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 22

[1] 22:6 Hebrew cities


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 23

[1] 23:8 Septuagint; Hebrew I

[2] 23:33 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew What burden?


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 24

[1] 24:9 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew horror for evil


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 25

[1] 25:26 Hebrew Sheshach, a code name for Babylon


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 27

[1] 27:1 Or Jehoiakim

[2] 27:3 Hebrew Send them


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 29

[1] 29:8 Hebrew your dreams, which you cause to dream

[2] 29:11 Or peace


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 30

[1] 30:8 Or serve him


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 31

[1] 31:3 Septuagint; Hebrew me

[2] 31:20 Hebrew bowels


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 33

[1] 33:2 Septuagint; Hebrew it

[2] 33:5 That is, the torn-down houses

[3] 33:9 Hebrew And it


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 34

[1] 34:18 Hebrew lacks them like


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 40

[1] 40:5 Syriac; the meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 41

[1] 41:9 Hebrew by the hand of


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 44

[1] 44:9 Hebrew his

[2] 44:19 Compare Syriac; Hebrew lacks And the women said


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 46

[1] 46:15 Hebrew He does not stand


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 47

[1] 47:7 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew you


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 48

[1] 48:5 Hebrew weeping goes up with weeping

[2] 48:5 Septuagint (compare Isaiah 15:5) heard the cry

[3] 48:12 Septuagint, Aquila; Hebrew their


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 49

[1] 49:4 Hebrew boast of your valleys, your valley flows

[2] 49:16 Or of Sela

[3] 49:19 Septuagint, Syriac them


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 50

[1] 50:21 Merathaim means double rebellion

[2] 50:21 Pekod means punishment

[3] 50:21 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 51

[1] 51:1 A code name for Chaldea

[2] 51:3 That is, set apart (devote) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

[3] 51:5 Hebrew their land

[4] 51:34 Or he has expelled me

[5] 51:41 Hebrew Sheshach, a code name for Babylon


Footnotes for Jeremiah, Chapter 52

[1] 52:20 Hebrew lacks the sea

[2] 52:21 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[3] 52:31 Hebrew king, lifted up the head of
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Lamentations

How Lonely Sits the City

 LAMENTATIONS 1  aHow lonely sits the city

that was full of people!

How like ba widow has she become,

she who was great among the nations!

She who was ca princess among the provinces

has become da slave.

 2 eShe weeps bitterly in the night,

with tears on her cheeks;

famong all her lovers

she has gnone to comfort her;

hall her friends have dealt treacherously with her;

they have become her enemies.

 3 iJudah has gone into exile because of affliction

and hard servitude;

jshe dwells now among the nations,

kbut finds no resting place;

her pursuers have all overtaken her

in the midst of her distress.[1]

 4 The roads to Zion mourn,

for none come to lthe festival;

mall her gates are desolate;

her priests ngroan;

her virgins have been afflicted,[2]

and she herself suffers bitterly.

 5 oHer foes have become the head;

her penemies prosper,

because qthe LORD has afflicted her

rfor the multitude of her transgressions;

sher children have gone away,

captives before the foe.

 6 From the daughter of Zion

all her majesty has departed.

Her princes have become like deer

tthat find no pasture;

they fled without strength

before the pursuer.

 7 Jerusalem remembers

in the days of her affliction and wandering

uall the precious things

that were hers from vdays of old.

When her people fell into the hand of the foe,

and there was none to help her,

her foes gloated over her;

they wmocked at her downfall.

 8 xJerusalem sinned grievously;

therefore she became filthy;

all who honored her despise her,

yfor they have seen her nakedness;

she herself zgroans

and turns her face away.

 9 Her uncleanness was ain her skirts;

bshe took no thought of her future;[3]

therefore her fall is terrible;

cshe has no comforter.

O LORD, behold my affliction,

for the enemy has dtriumphed!

 10 The enemy has stretched out his hands

over all her eprecious things;

for she has seen fthe nations

enter her sanctuary,

those whom you gforbade

to enter your congregation.

 11 All her people zgroan

as hthey search for bread;

they trade their etreasures for ifood

to revive their strength.

Look, O LORD, and see,

for I am despised.

 12 Is it nothing to you, all jyou who pass by?

kLook and see

if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,

which was brought upon me,

which lthe LORD inflicted

on mthe day of his fierce anger.

 13 From on high he nsent fire;

into my bones[4] he made it descend;

ohe spread a net for my feet;

he turned me back;

phe has left me stunned,

faint all the day long.

 14 My transgressions were bound[5] into qa yoke;

by his hand they were fastened together;

they were set upon my neck;

he caused my strength to fail;

the Lord gave me into the hands

of those whom I cannot withstand.

 15 The Lord rejected

all my mighty men in my midst;

he summoned an assembly against me

to crush my young men;

rthe Lord has trodden as in a winepress

the virgin daughter of Judah.

 16 For these things sI weep;

my eyes flow with tears;

for ta comforter is far from me,

one to urevive my spirit;

my children are desolate,

for the enemy has prevailed.

 17 vZion stretches out her hands,

but tthere is none to comfort her;

the LORD has commanded against Jacob

that his neighbors should be his foes;

Jerusalem has become

a filthy thing among them.

 18 wThe LORD is in the right,

xfor I have rebelled against his word;

but hear, all you peoples,

and see my suffering;

ymy young women and my young men

have gone into captivity.

 19 I called to zmy lovers,

but they deceived me;

my priests and elders

perished in the city,

while athey sought food

to revive their strength.

 20 Look, O LORD, for I am in distress;

bmy stomach churns;

my heart is wrung within me,

because I have been very rebellious.

cIn the street the sword bereaves;

in the house it is like death.

 21 They heard[6] dmy groaning,

yet ethere is no one to comfort me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble;

fthey are glad that you have done it.

You have brought[7] the day you announced;

fnow let them be as I am.

 22 gLet all their evildoing come before you,

and deal with them

as hyou have dealt with me

because of all my transgressions;

for dmy groans are many,

and imy heart is faint.

The Lord Has Destroyed Without Pity

 LAMENTATIONS 2  How the Lord in his anger

has set the daughter of Zion junder a cloud!

kHe has cast down from heaven to earth

the splendor of Israel;

he has not remembered lhis footstool

in the day of his anger.

 2 The Lord mhas swallowed up nwithout mercy

all the habitations of Jacob;

in his wrath ohe has broken down

the strongholds of the daughter of Judah;

he has brought pdown to the ground pin dishonor

the kingdom qand its rulers.

 3 He has cut down in rfierce anger

all sthe might of Israel;

the has withdrawn from them his right hand

in the face of the enemy;

uhe has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob,

consuming all around.

 4 vHe has bent his bow like an enemy,

with his right hand set wlike a foe;

and he has killed all who were delightful in our eyes

in the tent of the daughter of Zion;

he has poured out his fury like fire.

 5 wThe Lord has become like an enemy;

xhe has swallowed up Israel;

yhe has swallowed up all its palaces;

he has laid in ruins its strongholds,

and he has multiplied in the daughter of Judah

zmourning and lamentation.

 6 He has laid waste his booth like a garden,

laid in ruins ahis meeting place;

athe LORD has made Zion forget

festival and bSabbath,

and in his fierce indignation has spurned king and priest.

 7 cThe Lord has scorned his altar,

ddisowned his sanctuary;

ehe has delivered into the hand of the enemy

the walls of her palaces;

fthey raised a clamor in the house of the LORD

as on the day of festival.

 8 gThe LORD determined to lay in ruins

hthe wall of the daughter of Zion;

ihe stretched out the measuring line;

he did not restrain his hand from destroying;

jhe caused rampart and wall to lament;

jthey languished together.

 9 Her gates have sunk into the ground;

khe has ruined kand broken her bars;

lher king and princes are among the nations;

the law is no more,

and mher prophets find

no vision from the LORD.

 10 The elders of the daughter of Zion

nsit on the ground oin silence;

pthey have thrown dust on their heads

and qput on sackcloth;

the young women of Jerusalem

have bowed their heads to the ground.

 11 rMy eyes are spent with weeping;

smy stomach churns;

tmy bile is poured out to the ground

ubecause of the destruction of the daughter of my people,

vbecause infants and babies wfaint

in the streets of the city.

 12 They cry to their mothers,

xWhere is bread and wine?

was they faint like a wounded man

in the streets of the city,

as their life is poured out

on their mothers bosom.

 13 What can I say for you, yto what compare you,

O daughter of Jerusalem?

yWhat can I liken to you, that I may comfort you,

O virgin daughter of Zion?

zFor your ruin is vast as the sea;

who can heal you?

 14 aYour prophets have seen for you

false and deceptive visions;

bthey have not exposed your iniquity

to crestore your fortunes,

dbut have seen for you eoracles

that are false and misleading.

 15 All who pass along the way

clap their hands at you;

fthey hiss and wag their heads

at the daughter of Jerusalem:

Is this the city that was called

gthe perfection of beauty,

gthe joy of all the earth?

 16 hAll your enemies

rail against you;

they hiss, they gnash their teeth,

they cry: We ihave swallowed her!

Ah, this is the day we longed for;

now we have it; jwe see it!

 17 The LORD has done what he purposed;

he has carried out khis word,

which he commanded llong ago;

mhe has thrown down nwithout pity;

ohe has made the enemy rejoice over you

and exalted the pmight of your foes.

 18 Their heart cried to the Lord.

O qwall of the daughter of Zion,

rlet tears stream down like a torrent

sday and night!

tGive yourself no rest,

uyour eyes no respite!

 19 Arise, vcry out in the night,

at the beginning of the night watches!

wPour out your heart like water

before the presence of the Lord!

xLift your hands to him

for the lives of your children,

ywho faint for hunger

at the head of every street.

 20 Look, O LORD, and see!

zWith whom have you dealt thus?

aShould women eat the fruit of their womb,

the children of btheir tender care?

Should cpriest and prophet be killed

in the sanctuary of the Lord?

 21 In the dust of the streets

dlie the young and the old;

dmy young women and my young men

have fallen by the sword;

eyou have killed them in the day of your anger,

slaughtering fwithout pity.

 22 You summoned as if to ga festival day

hmy terrors on every side,

iand on the day of the anger of the LORD

no one escaped or survived;

jthose whom I held and raised

my enemy destroyed.

Great Is Your Faithfulness

 LAMENTATIONS 3  kI am the man who has seen affliction

under the lrod of his wrath;

2 he has driven and brought me

minto darkness without any light;

3 surely against me he turns his hand

again and again the whole day long.

 4 He has made my flesh and my skin waste away;

nhe has broken my bones;

5 ohe has besieged and enveloped me

with pbitterness and tribulation;

6 qhe has made me dwell in darkness

like the dead of long ago.

 7 rHe has walled me about so that sI cannot escape;

he has made my chains heavy;

8 though tI call and cry for help,

he shuts out my prayer;

9 rhe has blocked my ways with blocks of stones;

he has made my paths crooked.

 10 uHe is a bear lying in wait for me,

a lion in hiding;

11 vhe turned aside my steps and utore me to pieces;

whe has made me desolate;

12 xhe bent his bow yand set me

as a target for his arrow.

 13 He drove into my kidneys

zthe arrows of his quiver;

14 aI have become the laughingstock of all peoples,

bthe object of their taunts all day long.

15 cHe has filled me with bitterness;

he has sated me with dwormwood.

 16 eHe has made my teeth grind on gravel,

and fmade me cower in ashes;

17 my soul is bereft of peace;

I have forgotten what happiness[1] is;

18 gso I say, My endurance has perished;

so has my hope from the LORD.

 19 hRemember my affliction and my wanderings,

dthe wormwood and ithe gall!

20 My soul continually remembers it

jand is bowed down within me.

21 But this I call to mind,

and ktherefore I have hope:

 22 lThe steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;[2]

lhis mercies never come to an end;

23 they are new mevery morning;

ngreat is your faithfulness.

24 oThe LORD is my portion, says my soul,

ktherefore I will hope in him.

 25 The LORD is good to those who pwait for him,

to the soul who seeks him.

26 qIt is good that one should wait quietly

for the salvation of the LORD.

27 rIt is good for a man that he bear

the yoke sin his youth.

 28 Let him tsit alone in silence

when it is laid on him;

29 ulet him put his mouth in the dust

there may yet be hope;

30 vlet him give his cheek to the one who strikes,

and let him be filled with insults.

 31 wFor the Lord will not

cast off forever,

32 but, though he xcause grief, yhe will have compassion

zaccording to the abundance of his steadfast love;

33 afor he does not afflict from his heart

or bgrieve the children of men.

 34 To crush underfoot

all cthe prisoners of the earth,

35 dto deny a man justice

in the presence of the Most High,

36 to subvert a man in his lawsuit,

dthe Lord does not approve.

 37 eWho has spoken and it came to pass,

unless the Lord has commanded it?

38 fIs it not from the mouth of the Most High

that good and bad come?

39 gWhy should a living man complain,

a man, about the punishment of his sins?

 40 Let us test and examine our ways,

hand return to the LORD!

41 iLet us lift up our hearts and hands

to God in heaven:

42 jWe have transgressed and krebelled,

and you have not forgiven.

 43 You have wrapped yourself with anger and pursued us,

lkilling without pity;

44 myou have wrapped yourself with a cloud

so that no prayer can pass through.

45 nYou have made us scum and garbage

among the peoples.

 46 oAll our enemies

open their mouths against us;

47 ppanic and pitfall have come upon us,

devastation and qdestruction;

48 rmy eyes flow with rivers of tears

because of the destruction of the daughter of my people.

 49 rMy eyes will flow without ceasing,

without respite,

50 suntil the LORD from heaven

looks down and sees;

51 my eyes cause me grief

at the fate of all the daughters of my city.

 52 tI have been hunted ulike a bird

by those who were my enemies vwithout cause;

53 wthey flung me alive into the pit

xand cast stones on me;

54 ywater closed over my head;

I said, zI am lost.

 55 aI called on your name, O LORD,

from the depths of the pit;

56 byou heard my plea, Do not close

your ear to my cry for help!

57 cYou came near when I called on you;

you said, dDo not fear!

 58 You have etaken up my cause, fO Lord;

you have eredeemed my life.

59 You have seen the wrong done to me, gO LORD;

judge my cause.

60 You have seen all their vengeance,

all htheir plots against me.

 61 iYou have heard their taunts, O LORD,

all htheir plots against me.

62 The lips and thoughts jof my assailants

are against me all the day long.

63 kBehold their sitting and their rising;

lI am the object of their taunts.

 64 mYou will repay them,[3] O LORD,

naccording to the work of their hands.

65 You will give them[4] dullness of heart;

your curse will be[5] on them.

66 You will pursue them[6] in anger and odestroy them

from under pyour heavens, O LORD.[7]

The Holy Stones Lie Scattered

 LAMENTATIONS 4  qHow the gold has grown dim,

how the pure gold is changed!

The holy stones lie scattered

rat the head of every street.

 2 The precious sons of Zion,

worth their weight in sfine gold,

how they are regarded as tearthen pots,

the work of a potters hands!

 3 Even jackals offer the breast;

they nurse their young,

but the daughter of my people has become cruel,

like the ostriches in the wilderness.

 4 The tongue of the nursing infant usticks

to the roof of its mouth for thirst;

vthe children beg for food,

but no one gives to them.

 5 Those who once feasted on delicacies

perish in the streets;

wthose who were brought up in purple

embrace ash heaps.

 6 xFor the chastisement[1] of the daughter of my people has been greater

than the punishment[2] of Sodom,

ywhich was overthrown in a moment,

and no hands were wrung for her.[3]

 7 Her princes were purer than snow,

whiter than milk;

their bodies were more ruddy than coral,

the beauty of their form[4] was like sapphire.[5]

 8 zNow their face is blacker than soot;

they are not recognized in the streets;

their skin has shriveled on their bones;

it has become as dry as wood.

 9 Happier were the victims of the sword

than the victims of hunger,

who wasted away, pierced

by lack of the fruits of the field.

 10 aThe hands of bcompassionate women

chave boiled their own children;

dthey became their food

during the destruction of the daughter of my people.

 11 eThe LORD gave full vent to his wrath;

he poured out his hot anger,

and fhe kindled a fire in Zion

that consumed its foundations.

 12 gThe kings of the earth did not believe,

nor any of the inhabitants of the world,

that foe or enemy could enter

the gates of Jerusalem.

 13 This was for hthe sins of her prophets

and hthe iniquities of her priests,

who shed in the midst of her

the blood of the righteous.

 14 iThey wandered, blind, through the streets;

they were so defiled with blood

jthat no one was able to touch

their garments.

 15 Away! kUnclean! people cried at them.

Away! Away! Do not touch!

So they became fugitives and wanderers;

people said among the nations,

They shall stay with us no longer.

 16 lThe LORD himself[6] has scattered them;

he will regard them no more;

mno honor was shown to the priests,

nno favor to the elders.

 17 oOur eyes failed, ever watching

ovainly for help;

in our watching we watched

for pa nation which could not save.

 18 qThey dogged our steps

so that we could not walk in our streets;

rour end drew near; our days were numbered,

for our end had come.

 19 Our pursuers were sswifter

than the eagles in the heavens;

they chased us on the mountains;

they lay in wait for us in the wilderness.

 20 tThe breath of our nostrils, uthe LORDs anointed,

was captured vin their pits,

of whom we said, wUnder his shadow

we shall live among the nations.

 21 xRejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom,

you who dwell in ythe land of Uz;

but to you also zthe cup shall pass;

you shall become drunk and strip yourself bare.

 22 aThe punishment of your iniquity, O daughter of Zion, is accomplished;

he will keep you in exile no longer;[7]

but byour iniquity, O daughter of Edom, he will punish;

he will uncover your sins.

Restore Us to Yourself, O LORD

 LAMENTATIONS 5  cRemember, O LORD, what has befallen us;

look, and see dour disgrace!

2 eOur inheritance has been turned over to strangers,

our homes to foreigners.

3 We have become orphans, fatherless;

our mothers are like widows.

4 We must pay for the water we drink;

the wood we get must be bought.

5 fOur pursuers are at our necks;[1]

we are weary; we are given no rest.

6 We have given the hand to gEgypt, and to gAssyria,

to get bread enough.

7 Our fathers sinned, and are no more;

hand we bear their iniquities.

8 iSlaves rule over us;

there is none to deliver us from their hand.

9 jWe get our bread at the peril of our lives,

because of the sword in the wilderness.

10 kOur skin is hot as an oven

with lthe burning heat of famine.

11 Women are raped in Zion,

young women in the towns of Judah.

12 mPrinces are hung up by their hands;

nno respect is shown to the elders.

13 Young men are compelled to ogrind at the mill,

and boys stagger punder loads of wood.

14 nThe old men have left the city gate,

the young men qtheir music.

15 qThe joy of our hearts has ceased;

rour dancing has been turned to mourning.

16 sThe crown has fallen from our head;

woe to us, for we have sinned!

17 For this tour heart has become sick,

for these things uour eyes have grown dim,

18 for Mount Zion which lies desolate;

vjackals prowl over it.

19 wBut you, O LORD, reign forever;

your throne endures to all generations.

20 xWhy do you forget us forever,

why do you forsake us for so many days?

21 yRestore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be restored!

Renew our days as of old

22 zunless you have utterly rejected us,

and you remain exceedingly angry with us.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Lamentations, Chapter 1

[1] 1:3 Or in the narrow passes

[2] 1:4 Septuagint, Old Latin dragged away

[3] 1:9 Or end

[4] 1:13 Septuagint; Hebrew bones and

[5] 1:14 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[6] 1:21 Septuagint, Syriac Hear

[7] 1:21 Syriac Bring


Footnotes for Lamentations, Chapter 3

[1] 3:17 Hebrew good

[2] 3:22 Syriac, Targum; Hebrew Because of the steadfast love of the LORD, we are not cut off

[3] 3:64 Or Repay them

[4] 3:65 Or Give them

[5] 3:65 Or place your curse

[6] 3:66 Or Pursue them

[7] 3:66 Syriac (compare Septuagint, Vulgate); Hebrew the heavens of the LORD


Footnotes for Lamentations, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 Or iniquity

[2] 4:6 Or sin

[3] 4:6 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[4] 4:7 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[5] 4:7 Hebrew lapis lazuli

[6] 4:16 Hebrew The face of the LORD

[7] 4:22 Or he will not exile you again


Footnotes for Lamentations, Chapter 5

[1] 5:5 Symmachus With a yoke on our necks
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Ezekiel

Ezekiel in Babylon

 EZEKIEL 1 aIn the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by bthe Chebar canal, cthe heavens were opened, and I saw dvisions of God.[1] 2On the fifth day of the month (it was ethe fifth year of fthe exile of King Jehoiachin), 3the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel gthe priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by bthe Chebar canal, and hthe hand of the LORD was upon him there.

The Glory of the LORD

 4As I looked, behold, ia stormy wind came jout of the north, and a great cloud, with kbrightness around it, and fire flashing forth continually, and in the midst of the fire, las it were gleaming metal.[2] 5And from the midst of it came the likeness of mfour living creatures. nAnd this was their appearance: they had a human likeness, 6obut each had four faces, and each of them had four wings. 7Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a calfs foot. And they sparkled plike burnished bronze. 8Under their wings qon their four sides rthey had human hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: 9their wings touched one another. sEach one of them went straight forward, qwithout turning as they went. 10As for the likeness of their faces, teach had a human face. The four had the face of a lion on the right side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four had the face of an eagle. 11Such were their faces. And their wings were spread out above. Each creature had two wings, each of which touched the wing of another, while utwo covered their bodies. 12sAnd each went straight forward. vWherever the spirit[3] would go, they went, without turning as they went. 13As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was wlike burning coals of fire, wlike the appearance of torches moving to and fro among the living creatures. xAnd the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. 14And the living creatures ydarted to and fro, zlike the appearance of a flash of lightning.

 15aNow as I looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel on the earth beside the living creatures, one for each of the four of them.[4] 16aAs for the appearance of the wheels and their construction: their appearance was like bthe gleaming of beryl. cAnd the four had the same likeness, their appearance and construction being as it were a wheel within a wheel. 17dWhen they went, they went ein any of their four directions[5] fwithout turning as they went. 18And their rims were tall and awesome, gand the rims of all four were full of eyes all around. 19hAnd when the living creatures went, the wheels went beside them; iand when the living creatures rose from the earth, the wheels rose. 20jWherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, and the wheels rose along with them, jfor the spirit of the living creatures[6] was in the wheels. 21hWhen those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; iand when those rose from the earth, the wheels rose along with them, jfor the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.

 22Over the heads of the living creatures there was kthe likeness of an expanse, shining like awe-inspiring lcrystal, spread out above their heads. 23And under the expanse their wings were mstretched out straight, one toward another. nAnd each creature had two wings covering its body. 24And when they went, I heard the sound of their wings olike the sound of many waters, like pthe sound of the qAlmighty, a sound of tumult rlike the sound of an army. When they stood still, they let down their wings. 25And there came a voice from above sthe expanse over their heads. When they stood still, they let down their wings.

 26And above the expanse over their heads there was tthe likeness of a throne, tin appearance ulike sapphire;[7] and seated above the likeness of a throne was va likeness with a human appearance. 27And wupward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were xgleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and ythere was brightness around him.[8] 28Like the appearance of zthe bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around.

Such was the appearance of the likeness of athe glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, bI fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.

Ezekiels Call

 EZEKIEL 2 And he said to me, cSon of man,[1] dstand on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2And as he spoke to me, ethe Spirit entered into me and fset me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 3And he said to me, Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to gnations of rebels, who have rebelled against me. hThey and their fathers have transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants also are iimpudent and stubborn: I send you to them, and you shall say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD. 5And jwhether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are ga rebellious house) kthey will know that a prophet has been among them. 6And you, son of man, lbe not afraid of them, nor be afraid of their words, mthough briers and thorns are with you and you sit on nscorpions.[2] Be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. 7And you shall speak my words to them, jwhether they hear or refuse to hear, for they are a rebellious house.

 8But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. oBe not rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and peat what I give you. 9And when I looked, behold, qa hand was stretched out to me, and behold, ra scroll of a book was in it. 10And he spread it before me. And it had writing son the front and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe.

 EZEKIEL 3 And he said to me, cSon of man, eat whatever you find here. tEat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel. 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it. uThen I ate it, and it was in my mouth vas sweet as honey.

 4And he said to me, wSon of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel 6not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. xSurely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you. 7yBut the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for they are not willing to listen to me: because all the house of Israel zhave a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. 8aBehold, I have made your face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9Like bemery harder than flint have I made your forehead. cFear them not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. 10Moreover, he said to me, Son of man, dall my words that I shall speak to you receive ein your heart, and hear with your ears. 11And go to the exiles, fto your people, and speak to them and say to them, gThus says the Lord GOD, hwhether they hear or refuse to hear.

 12iThen the Spirit[1] lifted me up, and I heard behind me the voice[2] of ja great earthquake: Blessed be the glory of the LORD from its place! 13It was the sound of the wings of kthe living creatures as they touched one another, and the sound of the wheels beside them, and the sound of la great earthquake. 14mThe Spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness in the heat of my spirit, the nhand of the LORD being strong upon me. 15oAnd I came to the exiles at Tel-abib, who were dwelling oby the Chebar canal, and I sat where they were dwelling.[3] And pI sat there qoverwhelmed among them rseven days.

A Watchman for Israel

 16sAnd at the end of seven days, the word of the LORD came to me: 17tSon of man, uI have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall vgive them warning from me. 18wIf I say to the wicked, xYou shall surely die, vand you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person yshall die for[4] his iniquity, zbut his blood I will require at your hand. 19aBut if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, bbut you cwill have delivered your soul. 20dAgain, if a righteous person turns from his righteousness and commits injustice, eand I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die. vBecause you have not warned him, he shall die for his sin, dand his righteous deeds that he has done shall not be remembered, zbut his blood I will require at your hand. 21But if you warn the righteous person not to sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live, because he took warning, and you will have delivered your soul.

 22fAnd the hand of the LORD was upon me there. And he said to me, Arise, go out into gthe valley,[5] and hthere I will speak with you. 23So I arose and went out into the valley, and behold, ithe glory of the LORD stood there, like the glory that I had seen jby the Chebar canal, iand I fell on my face. 24kBut the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and he spoke with me and said to me, Go, shut yourself within your house. 25And you, O son of man, behold, lcords will be placed upon you, and you shall be bound with them, so that you cannot go out among the people. 26And I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth, so that myou shall be mute and unable to reprove them, nfor they are a rebellious house. 27oBut when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them, pThus says the Lord GOD. qHe who will hear, let him hear; and he who will refuse to hear, let him refuse, for they are a rebellious house.

The Siege of Jerusalem Symbolized

 EZEKIEL 4 And you, rson of man, stake a brick and lay it before you, and engrave on it a city, even Jerusalem. 2tAnd put siegeworks against it, uand build a siege wall against it, vand cast up a mound against it. Set camps also against it, wand plant battering rams against it all around. 3And you, take an iron griddle, and place it as an iron wall between you and the city; xand set your face toward it, yand let it be in a state of siege, and press the siege against it. This is za sign for the house of Israel.

 4Then lie on your left side, and place the punishment[1] of the house of Israel upon it. For the number of the days that you lie on it, ayou shall bear their punishment. 5For I assign to you a number of days, b390 days, cequal to the number of the years of their punishment. aSo long shall you bear dthe punishment of the house of Israel. 6And when you have completed these, you shall lie down a second time, but on your right side, and ebear fthe punishment of the house of Judah. gForty days I assign you, a day for each year. 7hAnd you shall set your face toward the siege of Jerusalem, iwith your arm bared, and you shall prophesy against the city. 8And behold, jI will place cords upon you, so that you cannot turn from one side to the other, till you have completed kthe days of your siege.

 9And you, take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and emmer,[2] and put them into a single vessel and make your lbread from them. mDuring the number of days that you lie on your side, n390 days, you shall eat it. 10And your food that you eat shall be oby weight, ptwenty shekels[3] a day; from day to day[4] you shall eat it. 11And water you shall drink oby measure, the sixth part of a hin;[5] from day to day you shall drink. 12And you shall eat it as a barley cake, baking it qin their sight on human dung. 13And the LORD said, Thus shall the people of Israel eat rtheir bread unclean, among the nations where I will drive them. 14Then I said, sAh, Lord GOD! Behold, I have never defiled myself.[6] tFrom my youth up till now I have never eaten uwhat died of itself or was torn by beasts, nor has vtainted meat come into my mouth. 15Then he said to me, See, I assign to you cows dung instead of human dung, on which you may prepare your bread. 16Moreover, he said to me, wSon of man, behold, xI will break the supply[7] of bread in Jerusalem. They shall eat bread oby weight and with anxiety, and they shall drink water oby measure and in dismay. 17I will do this that they may lack bread and water, and ylook at one another in dismay, and zrot away because of their punishment.

Jerusalem Will Be Destroyed

 EZEKIEL 5 And you, aO son of man, take a bsharp sword. Use it as ca barbers razor and dpass it over your head and your beard. Then take balances for weighing and divide the hair. 2eA third part you shall burn in the fire fin the midst of the city, gwhen the days of the siege are completed. And a third part you shall take and strike with the sword all around the city. hAnd a third part you shall scatter to the wind, and iI will unsheathe the sword after them. 3jAnd you shall take from these a small number and bind them in the skirts of your robe. 4kAnd of these again you shall take some and cast them into the midst of the fire and burn them in the fire. From there a fire will come out into all the house of Israel.

 5Thus says the Lord GOD: lThis is Jerusalem. I have set her min the center of the nations, with countries all around her. 6And she has rebelled against my rules by doing wickedness nmore than the nations, and against my statutes more than mthe countries all around her; for they have rejected my rules and have not walked in my statutes. 7Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you are omore turbulent than the nations that are all around you, pand have not walked in my statutes or obeyed my rules, qand have not[1] even acted according to the rules of the nations that are all around you, 8therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, even I, ram against you. sAnd I will execute judgments[2] in your midst tin the sight of the nations. 9And because of all your abominations I will do with you uwhat I have never yet done, and the like of which I will never do again. 10Therefore vfathers shall eat their sons in your midst, and sons shall eat their fathers. sAnd I will execute judgments on you, wand any of you who survive I will scatter to all the winds. 11Therefore, xas I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely, ybecause you have defiled my sanctuary zwith all your detestable things and with all your aabominations, btherefore I will withdraw.[3] cMy eye will not spare, and I will have no pity. 12dA third part of you shall die of pestilence and be consumed with famine in your midst; da third part shall fall by the sword all around you; dand a third part I will scatter to all the winds and will unsheathe the sword after them.

 13eThus shall my anger spend itself, and I will vent my fury upon them and satisfy myself. And they shall know that fI am the LORDthat I have spoken in my jealousyewhen I spend my fury upon them. 14Moreover, I will make you ga desolation and han object of reproach among ithe nations all around you and in the sight of all who pass by. 15You shall be[4] a reproach and a taunt, a warning jand a horror, to ithe nations all around you, kwhen I execute judgments on you in anger and fury, and lwith furious rebukesI am the LORD; I have spoken 16when I send against you[5] mthe deadly arrows of famine, arrows for destruction, which I will send to destroy you, and when I bring more and more famine upon nyou and break your supply[6] of bread. 17I will send famine and owild beasts against you, pand they will rob you of your children. Pestilence and qblood shall pass through you, and I will bring the sword upon you. I am the LORD; I have spoken.

Judgment Against Idolatry

 EZEKIEL 6 The word of the LORD came to me: 2rSon of man, sset your face toward tthe mountains of Israel, and uprophesy against them, 3and say, vYou mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord GOD to wthe mountains and xthe hills, to ythe ravines and the valleys: Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, zand I will destroy your high places. 4zYour altars shall become desolate, and your aincense altars shall be broken, and I will cast down your slain before your idols. 5zAnd I will lay the dead bodies of the people of Israel before their idols, band I will scatter your bones around your altars. 6Wherever you dwell, cthe cities shall be waste and dthe high places ruined, so that your altars will be waste and ruined,[1] your idols broken and destroyed, your aincense altars cut down, and your works wiped out. 7And the slain shall fall in your midst, and you shall know that I am the LORD.

 8eYet I will leave some of you alive. When you have among the nations fsome who escape the sword, and when you are scattered through the countries, 9then those of you who escape gwill remember me among the nations where they are carried captive, how hI have been broken over their whoring heart that has departed from me and over their eyes ithat go whoring after their idols. gAnd they will be loathsome in their own sight for the evils that they have committed, for all their abominations. 10And they shall know that I am the LORD. jI have not said in vain that I would do this evil to them.

 11Thus says the Lord GOD: kClap your hands land stamp your foot and say, Alas, because of all the evil abominations of the house of Israel, mfor they shall fall by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. 12nHe who is far off shall die of pestilence, and he who is near shall fall by the sword, and he who is left and is preserved shall die of famine. oThus I will spend my fury upon them. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, pwhen their slain lie among their idols around their altars, qon every high hill, ron all the mountaintops, sunder every green tree, and under tevery leafy oak, wherever uthey offered pleasing aroma to all their idols. 14And vI will stretch out my hand against them and wmake the land desolate and waste, xin all their dwelling places, from the wilderness to yRiblah.[2] Then zthey will know that I am the LORD.

The Day of the Wrath of the LORD

 EZEKIEL 7 The word of the LORD came to me: 2And you, aO son of man, thus says the Lord GOD to the land of Israel: bAn end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land.[1] 3Now bthe end is upon you, and cI will send my anger upon you; dI will judge you according to your ways, and I will punish you for all your abominations. 4eAnd my eye will not spare you, nor will I have pity, but fI will punish you for your ways, while your abominations are in your midst. gThen you will know that I am the LORD.

 5Thus says the Lord GOD: Disaster hafter disaster![2] Behold, it comes. 6bAn end has come; the end has come; it has awakened against you. Behold, it comes. 7iYour doom[3] has come to you, O inhabitant of the land. jThe time has come; the day is near, a day of tumult, and not kof joyful shouting on the mountains. 8Now I will soon lpour out my wrath upon you, and mspend my anger against you, dand judge you according to your ways, and I will punish you for all your abominations. 9eAnd my eye will not spare, nor will I have pity. I will punish you according to your ways, while your abominations are in your midst. nThen you will know that I am the LORD, who strikes.

 10oBehold, the day! Behold, it comes! pYour doom has come; qthe rod has blossomed; pride has budded. 11rViolence has grown up into qa rod of wickedness. sNone of them shall remain, nor their abundance, nor their wealth; neither shall there be preeminence among them.[4] 12jThe time has come; the day has arrived. Let not tthe buyer rejoice, nor tthe seller mourn, ufor wrath is upon all their multitude.[5] 13For vthe seller shall not return to what he has sold, while they live. wFor the vision concerns all their multitude; it shall not turn back; and because of his iniquity, none can maintain his life.[6]

 14They have blown the trumpet and made everything ready, but none goes to battle, xfor my wrath is upon all their multitude. 15yThe sword is without; pestilence and famine are within. zHe who is in the field dies by the sword, zand him who is in the city famine and pestilence devour. 16aAnd if any survivors escape, they will be on the mountains, like bdoves of the valleys, all of them moaning, each one over his iniquity. 17cAll hands are feeble, and all knees turn to water. 18dThey put on sackcloth, and ehorror covers them. Shame is on all faces, and fbaldness on all their heads. 19They cast their silver into the streets, and their gold is like an unclean thing. gTheir silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD. They cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it. hFor it was ithe stumbling block of their iniquity. 20jHis beautiful ornament they used for pride, and kthey made their abominable images and their detestable things of it. Therefore lI make it an unclean thing to them. 21And I will give it into the hands of mforeigners for prey, nand to the wicked of the earth for spoil, and lthey shall profane it. 22I will turn my face from them, and lthey shall profane my treasured[7] place. Robbers shall enter land profane it.

 23oForge a chain![8] pFor the land is full of bloody crimes qand the city is full of violence. 24I will bring rthe worst of the nations to take possession of their houses. sI will put an end to the pride of the strong, tand their holy places[9] shall be profaned. 25uWhen anguish comes, vthey will seek peace, but there shall be none. 26wDisaster comes upon disaster; xrumor follows rumor. yThey seek a vision from the prophet, while zthe law[10] perishes from the priest and acounsel from the elders. 27The king mourns, the prince is wrapped in despair, and the hands of the people of the land are paralyzed by terror. According to their way bI will do to them, and according to their judgments I will judge them, cand they shall know that I am the LORD.

Abominations in the Temple

 EZEKIEL 8 dIn the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month, eas I sat in my house, with fthe elders of Judah sitting before me, gthe hand of the Lord GOD fell upon me there. 2Then I looked, and behold, ha form that had the appearance of a man.[1] hBelow what appeared to be his waist was fire, and above his waist was something like the appearance of brightness, like igleaming metal.[2] 3He jput out the form of a hand and took me by a lock of my head, and the Spirit lifted me up kbetween earth and heaven and lbrought me in mvisions of God to Jerusalem, nto the entrance of the gateway of the inner court that faces north, owhere was the seat of the pimage of jealousy, qwhich provokes to jealousy. 4And behold, rthe glory of the God of Israel was there, like the vision that I saw sin the valley.

 5Then he said to me, tSon of man, lift up your eyes now toward the north. So I lifted up my eyes toward the north, and behold, north of uthe altar gate, in the entrance, was this pimage of jealousy. 6And he said to me, Son of man, vdo you see what they are doing, wthe great abominations that the house of Israel are committing here, xto drive me far from my sanctuary? But you will see still greater abominations.

 7And he brought me to the entrance of the court, and when I looked, behold, there was a hole in the wall. 8Then he said to me, Son of man, ydig in the wall. So I dug in the wall, and behold, there was an entrance. 9And he said to me, Go in, and see zthe vile abominations that they are committing here. 10So I went in and saw. And there, aengraved on the wall all around, was bevery form of ccreeping things and loathsome beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel. 11And before them stood dseventy men of ethe elders of the house of Israel, with Jaazaniah the son of fShaphan standing among them. Each had his censer in his hand, and gthe smoke of the cloud of incense went up. 12Then he said to me, Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel are doing hin the dark, each iin his room of pictures? For they say, jThe LORD does not see us, the LORD has forsaken the land. 13He said also to me, kYou will see still greater abominations that they commit.

 14Then he brought me to lthe entrance of the north gate of the house of the LORD, and behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. 15Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O tson of man? kYou will see still greater abominations than these.

 16And he brought me into mthe inner court of the house of the LORD. And behold, at the entrance of the temple of the LORD, nbetween the oporch and pthe altar, were about twenty-five men, qwith their backs to the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east, worshiping rthe sun toward the east. 17Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O sson of man? Is it too light a thing for the house of Judah to commit tthe abominations that they commit here, that uthey should fill the land with violence and vprovoke me still further to anger? Behold, they put the branch to their[3] nose. 18Therefore wI will act in wrath. xMy eye will not spare, nor will I have pity. yAnd though they cry in my ears with a loud voice, I will not hear them.

Idolaters Killed

 EZEKIEL 9 Then he cried in my ears with a loud voice, saying, Bring near the executioners of the city, zeach with his destroying weapon in his hand. 2And behold, six men came from the direction of athe upper gate, which faces north, each with his weapon for slaughter in his hand, and with them was ba man clothed in linen, with a writing case at his waist. And they went in and stood beside cthe bronze altar.

 3Now dthe glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it rested to ethe threshold of the house. And he called to bthe man clothed in linen, who had the writing case at his waist. 4And the LORD said to him, Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and fput a mark on the foreheads of the men who gsigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it. 5And to hthe others he said in my hearing, Pass through the city after him, and strike. iYour eye shall not spare, and you shall show no pity. 6jKill old men outright, young men and maidens, little children and women, but ktouch no one on whom is the mark. And lbegin at my sanctuary. So they began with the elders who were before the house. 7Then he said to them, mDefile the house, and fill the courts with the slain. Go out. So they went out and struck in the city. 8And while they were striking, and I was left alone, nI fell upon my face, and cried, oAh, Lord GOD! pWill you destroy all the remnant of Israel qin the outpouring of your wrath on Jerusalem?

 9Then he said to me, rThe guilt of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great. sThe land is full of blood, and the city full of injustice. For tthey say, The LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD does not see. 10As for me, umy eye will not spare, nor will I have pity; vI will bring their deeds upon their heads.

 11And behold, wthe man clothed in linen, with the writing case at his waist, brought back word, saying, I have done as you commanded me.

The Glory of the LORD Leaves the Temple

 EZEKIEL 10 Then I looked, and behold, xon the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim there appeared above them something ylike a sapphire,[1] in appearance like a throne. 2And he said to zthe man clothed in linen, Go in among athe whirling wheels underneath the cherubim. Fill your hands with bburning coals from between the cherubim, and cscatter them over the city.

And he went in dbefore my eyes. 3Now the cherubim were standing eon the south side of the house, when the man went in, and fa cloud filled gthe inner court. 4And hthe glory of the LORD iwent up from the cherub to the threshold of the house, and the house fwas filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with jthe brightness of the glory of the LORD. 5And kthe sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer court, klike the voice of God Almighty when he speaks.

 6And when he commanded lthe man clothed in linen, mTake fire from between nthe whirling wheels, from between the cherubim, he went in and stood beside a wheel. 7And a cherub stretched out his hand from between the cherubim to the fire that was between the cherubim, and took some of it and put it into the hands of the man clothed in linen, who took it and went out. 8The cherubim appeared to have othe form of a human hand under their wings.

 9pAnd I looked, and behold, there were four wheels beside the cherubim, one beside each cherub, and qthe appearance of the wheels was rlike sparkling sberyl. 10And as for their appearance, the four had the same likeness, as if a wheel were within a wheel. 11tWhen they went, they went in any of their four directions[2] uwithout turning as they went, vbut in whatever direction the front wheel[3] faced, the others followed without turning as they went. 12wAnd their whole body, their rims, and their spokes, their wings,[4] and the wheels were full of eyes all aroundthe wheels that the four of them had. 13As for the wheels, they were called in my hearing nthe whirling wheels. 14xAnd every one had four faces: ythe first face was the face of the cherub, and the second face was za human face, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.

 15aAnd the cherubim mounted up. These were bthe living creatures that I saw by cthe Chebar canal. 16dAnd when the cherubim went, the wheels went beside them. And dwhen the cherubim lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the wheels did not turn from beside them. 17eWhen they stood still, these stood still, and when they mounted up, these mounted up with them, for the spirit of the living creatures[5] was in them.

 18fThen gthe glory of the LORD went out from the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubim. 19hAnd the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the earth ibefore my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside them. And they stood at the entrance of the jeast gate of the house of the LORD, and kthe glory of the God of Israel was over them.

 20lThese were the living creatures that I saw munderneath the God of Israel by nthe Chebar canal; and I knew that they were cherubim. 21oEach had four faces, and each four wings, and underneath their wings pthe likeness of human hands. 22qAnd as for the likeness of their faces, they were the same faces whose appearance I had seen by the Chebar canal. rEach one of them went straight forward.

Judgment on Wicked Counselors

 EZEKIEL 11 sThe Spirit lifted me up and brought me to tthe east gate of the house of the LORD, which faces east. And behold, at the entrance of the gateway there were utwenty-five men. And I saw among them Jaazaniah vthe son of Azzur, and wPelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. 2And he said to me, xSon of man, these are the men who devise iniquity and who give wicked counsel in this city; 3ywho say, zThe time is not near[1] to build houses. aThis city is the cauldron, and we are the meat. 4Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man.

 5And bthe Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and he said to me, Say, Thus says the LORD: So you think, O house of Israel. cFor I know the things that come into your mind. 6dYou have multiplied your slain in this city and have filled its streets with the slain. 7Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: eYour slain whom you have laid in the midst of it, athey are the meat, and athis city is the cauldron, but you shall be brought out of the midst of it. 8fYou have feared the sword, and I will bring the sword upon you, declares the Lord GOD. 9And I will bring you out of the midst of it, and ggive you into the hands of foreigners, and hexecute judgments upon you. 10iYou shall fall by the sword. I will judge you at the border of Israel, jand you shall know that I am the LORD. 11kThis city shall not be your cauldron, nor shall you be the meat in the midst of it. I will judge you at the border of Israel, 12and you shall know that I am the LORD. For you have not walked in my statutes, nor obeyed my rules, lbut have acted according to the rules of the nations that are around you.

 13And it came to pass, while I was prophesying, mthat nPelatiah the son of Benaiah died. oThen I fell down on my face and cried out with a loud voice and said, oAh, Lord GOD! pWill you make a full end of the remnant of Israel?

Israels New Heart and Spirit

 14And the word of the LORD came to me: 15qSon of man, your brothers, even your brothers, your kinsmen,[2] the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those of whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, rGo far from the LORD; to us this land is given for a possession. 16Therefore say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Though I removed them far off among the nations, and though I scattered them among the countries, yet sI have been a sanctuary to them for a while[3] in the countries where they have gone. 17Therefore say, Thus says the Lord GOD: tI will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries where you have been scattered, tand I will give you the land of Israel. 18And when they come there, uthey will remove from it all its vdetestable things and all its abominations. 19wAnd I will give them one heart, and xa new spirit I will put within them. yI will remove the heart of stone from their flesh zand give them a heart of flesh, 20athat they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. bAnd they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 21cBut as for those whose heart goes after their detestable things and their abominations, dI will[4] bring their deeds upon their own heads, declares the Lord GOD.

 22eThen the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, eand the glory of the God of Israel was over them. 23And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and fstood on the mountain that is on the east side of the city. 24gAnd the Spirit lifted me up and brought me hin the vision by the Spirit of God iinto Chaldea, to the exiles. Then the vision that I had seen went up from me. 25And I told the exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me.

	

Judahs Captivity Symbolized

 EZEKIEL 12 The word of the LORD came to me: 2jSon of man, you dwell in the midst of ka rebellious house, lwho have eyes to see, but see not, who have ears to hear, but hear not, for they are ka rebellious house. 3As for you, son of man, prepare for yourself man exiles baggage, and go into exile by day nin their sight. You shall go like an exile from your place to another place nin their sight. oPerhaps they will understand, though[1] they are a rebellious house. 4You shall bring out your baggage by day in their sight, as baggage for exile, and you shall go out yourself pat evening in their sight, as those do who must go into exile. 5In their sight qdig through the wall, and bring your baggage out through it. 6In their sight you shall lift the baggage upon your shoulder and carry it out at dusk. You shall cover your face that you may not see the land, for I have made you ra sign for the house of Israel.

 7sAnd I did as I was commanded. tI brought out my baggage by day, as baggage for exile, and in the evening I dug through the wall with my own hands. I brought out my baggage at dusk, carrying it on my shoulder in their sight.

 8In the morning the word of the LORD came to me: 9uSon of man, has not the house of Israel, vthe rebellious house, said to you, wWhat are you doing? 10Say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: This oracle concerns[2] xthe prince in Jerusalem and all the house of Israel who are in it.[3] 11Say, yI am a sign for you: zas I have done, so shall it be done to them. They shall go into exile, into captivity. 12aAnd the prince who is among them shall lift his baggage upon his shoulder at dusk, and shall go out. bThey shall dig through the wall to bring him out through it. cHe shall cover his face, that he may not see the land with his eyes. 13dAnd I will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare. And eI will bring him to Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, eyet he shall not see it, and he shall die there. 14fAnd I will scatter toward every wind all who are around him, his helpers and all his troops, gand I will unsheathe the sword after them. 15hAnd they shall know that I am the LORD, when I disperse them among the nations and scatter them among the countries. 16iBut I will let a few of them escape from the sword, from famine and pestilence, that they may declare all their abominations among the nations where they go, jand may know that I am the LORD.

 17And the word of the LORD came to me: 18kSon of man, leat your bread with quaking, and drink water with trembling and with anxiety. 19And say to the people of the land, Thus says the Lord GOD concerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the land of Israel: mThey shall eat their bread with anxiety, mand drink water in dismay. In this way nher land will be stripped of all it contains, oon account of the violence of all those who dwell in it. 20pAnd the inhabited cities shall be laid waste, and the land shall become a desolation; and you shall know that I am the LORD.

 21And the word of the LORD came to me: 22Son of man, qwhat is this proverb that you[4] have about the land of Israel, saying, rThe days grow long, and every vision comes to nothing? 23Tell them therefore, Thus says the Lord GOD: I will put an end to this proverb, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel. But say to them, sThe days are near, and the fulfillment[5] of every vision. 24tFor there shall be no more any ufalse vision or flattering divination within the house of Israel. 25For I am the LORD; I will speak vthe word that I will speak, and it will be performed. wIt will no longer be delayed, but in your days, xO rebellious house, I will speak the word and perform it, declares the Lord GOD.

 26And the word of the LORD came to me: 27Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, yThe vision that he sees is zfor many days from now, and he prophesies of times far off. 28Therefore say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: wNone of my words will be delayed any longer, vbut the word that I speak will be performed, declares the Lord GOD.

False Prophets Condemned

 EZEKIEL 13 The word of the LORD came to me: 2aSon of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel, who are prophesying, and say to those bwho prophesy from their own hearts: Hear the word of the LORD! 3Thus says the Lord GOD, Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! 4Your prophets have been like jackals among ruins, O Israel. 5cYou have not gone up into the breaches, or built up a wall for the house of Israel, that it might stand in battle in the day of the LORD. 6dThey have seen false visions and lying divinations. They say, Declares the LORD, ewhen the LORD has not sent them, and yet they expect him to fulfill their word. 7Have you not seen a false vision and uttered a lying divination, fwhenever you have said, Declares the LORD, although I have not spoken?

 8Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you have uttered falsehood and seen lying visions, therefore behold, gI am against you, declares the Lord GOD. 9My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and who give lying divinations. They shall not be in the council of my people, hnor be enrolled in the register of the house of Israel, inor shall they enter the land of Israel. jAnd you shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 10Precisely because they have misled my people, ksaying, Peace, when there is no peace, and because, when the people build a wall, lthese prophets smear it with whitewash,[1] 11say to those who smear it with whitewash that it shall fall! mThere will be a deluge of rain, and you, O great hailstones, will fall, and a stormy wind break out. 12And when the wall falls, will it not be said to you, Where is the coating with which you smeared it? 13Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: mI will make a stormy wind break out in my wrath, mand there shall be a deluge of rain in my anger, and great hailstones in wrath to make a full end. 14And I will break down the wall that you have smeared with whitewash, and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be laid bare. When it falls, you shall perish in the midst of it, nand you shall know that I am the LORD. 15Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall and upon those who have smeared it with whitewash, and I will say to you, The wall is no more, nor those who smeared it, 16the prophets of Israel who prophesied concerning Jerusalem kand saw visions of peace for her, when there was no peace, declares the Lord GOD.

 17And you, son of man, oset your face against pthe daughters of your people, qwho prophesy out of their own hearts. Prophesy against them 18and say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Woe to the women rwho sew magic bands upon all wrists, and smake veils for the heads of persons of every stature, in tthe hunt for souls! Will you hunt down souls belonging to my people and keep your own souls alive? 19You have profaned me among my people ufor handfuls of barley vand for pieces of bread, putting to death souls who should not die and keeping alive souls who should not live, by your lying to my people, who listen to lies.

 20Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, wI am against xyour magic bands with which you hunt the souls like birds, and I will tear them from your arms, and I will let the souls whom you hunt go free, the souls like birds. 21Your veils also I will tear off and ydeliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand as prey, zand you shall know that I am the LORD. 22aBecause you have disheartened the righteous falsely, although I have not grieved him, and byou have encouraged the wicked, that che should not turn from his evil way to save his life, 23dtherefore you shall no more see false visions nor practice divination. I will deliver my people out of your hand. And you shall know that I am the LORD.

Idolatrous Elders Condemned

 EZEKIEL 14 Then certain of the eelders of Israel came to me eand sat before me. 2And the word of the LORD came to me: 3fSon of man, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and set gthe stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. hShould I indeed let myself be consulted by them? 4Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to the prophet, iI the LORD will answer him as he comes with the multitude of his idols, 5jthat I may lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, kwho are all estranged from me through their idols.

 6Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: lRepent and turn away from your idols, and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 7For any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel, kwho separates himself from me, taking his idols into his heart and putting the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to a prophet to consult me through him, mI the LORD will answer him myself. 8And nI will set my face against that man; I owill make him a sign and a byword nand cut him off from the midst of my people, pand you shall know that I am the LORD. 9And if the prophet is deceived and speaks a word, qI, the LORD, have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand against him and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. 10And they shall bear their punishment[1]the punishment of the prophet and the punishment of the inquirer shall be alike 11that the house of Israel may no more go astray from me, nor rdefile themselves anymore with all their transgressions, sbut that they may be my people and I may be their God, declares the Lord GOD.

Jerusalem Will Not Be Spared

 12And the word of the LORD came to me: 13tSon of man, when a land sins against me uby acting faithlessly, and I stretch out my hand against it and vbreak its supply[2] of bread and send famine upon it, and wcut off from it man and beast, 14xeven if these three men, yNoah, zDaniel, and aJob, were in it, bthey would deliver but their own lives by their righteousness, declares the Lord GOD.

 15cIf I cause wild beasts to pass through the land, and they ravage it, dand it be made desolate, so that no one may pass through because of the beasts, 16even if these three men were in it, eas I live, declares the Lord GOD, they would deliver neither sons nor daughters. They alone would be delivered, but fthe land would be desolate.

 17Or gif I bring a sword upon that land and say, Let a sword pass through the land, hand I cut off from it man and beast, 18xthough these three men were in it, as I live, declares the Lord GOD, they would deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they alone would be delivered.

 19Or iif I send a pestilence into that land and pour out my wrath upon it with blood, to cut off from it man and beast, 20even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, declares the Lord GOD, they would deliver neither son nor daughter. They would deliver but their own lives by their righteousness.

 21For thus says the Lord GOD: How much more jwhen I send upon Jerusalem my four disastrous acts of judgment, ksword, lfamine, mwild beasts, and npestilence, to cut off from it man and beast! 22But behold, osome survivors will be left in it, sons and daughters who will be brought out; behold, when they come out to you, and pyou see their ways and their deeds, you will be consoled for the disaster that I have brought upon Jerusalem, for all that I have brought upon it. 23They will console you, when you see their ways and their deeds, and you shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, declares the Lord GOD.

Jerusalem, a Useless Vine

 EZEKIEL 15 And the word of the LORD came to me: 2qSon of man, how does rthe wood of the vine surpass any wood, the vine branch that is among the trees of the forest? 3Is wood taken from it to make anything? Do people take sa peg from it to hang any vessel on it? 4tBehold, it is given to the fire for fuel. When the fire has consumed both ends of it, and the middle of it is charred, is it useful for anything? 5uBehold, when it was whole, it was used for nothing. How much less, when the fire has consumed it and it is charred, can it ever be used for anything! 6Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: vLike the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest, twhich I have given to the fire for fuel, so have I given up the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 7wAnd I will set my face against them. Though xthey escape from the fire, the fire shall yet consume them, yand you will know that I am the LORD, wwhen I set my face against them. 8zAnd I will make the land desolate, because athey have acted faithlessly, declares the Lord GOD.

The LORDs Faithless Bride

 EZEKIEL 16 Again the word of the LORD came to me: 2bSon of man, cmake known to Jerusalem her abominations, 3and say, Thus says the Lord GOD to Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth are of the land of the Canaanites; your father was an dAmorite and your mother a eHittite. 4And as for your birth, fon the day you were born your cord was not cut, nor were you washed with water to cleanse you, nor rubbed with salt, nor wrapped in swaddling cloths. 5No eye pitied you, to do any of these things to you out of compassion for you, gbut you were cast out on the open field, for you were abhorred, fon the day that you were born.

 6And when I passed by you and saw you wallowing hin your blood, I said to you hin your blood, Live! I said to you hin your blood, Live! 7iI made you flourish like a plant of the field. And you grew up and became tall jand arrived at full adornment. Your breasts were formed, and your hair had grown; yet kyou were naked and bare.

 8When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age for love, and lI spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I made my vow to you mand entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord GOD, nand you became mine. 9Then I bathed you with water and washed off your blood from you and oanointed you with oil. 10pI clothed you also with embroidered cloth and shod you with fine leather. I wrapped you in fine linen and covered you with silk.[1] 11qAnd I adorned you with ornaments and rput bracelets on your wrists and a chain on your neck. 12And I put a ring on your nose and earrings in your ears and a beautiful crown on your head. 13Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen and silk and embroidered cloth. sYou ate fine flour and honey and oil. tYou grew exceedingly beautiful and advanced to royalty. 14And uyour renown went forth among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through the splendor that I had bestowed on you, declares the Lord GOD.

 15vBut you trusted in your beauty wand played the whore[2] because of your renown xand lavished your whorings[3] on any passerby; your beauty[4] became his. 16You took some of your garments and made for yourself colorful shrines, and on them played the whore. The like has never been, nor ever shall be.[5] 17You also took yyour beautiful jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given you, and zmade for yourself images of men, and with them played the whore. 18And you took your embroidered garments to cover them, aand set my oil and my incense before them. 19bAlso my bread that I gave yousI fed you with fine flour and oil and honeyyou set before them for ca pleasing aroma; and so it was, declares the Lord GOD. 20dAnd you took your sons and your daughters, whom you had borne to me, and ethese you sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were your whorings so small a matter 21that you slaughtered my children and delivered them up as an offering by fire to them? 22And in all your abominations and your whorings you did not remember fthe days of your youth, gwhen you were naked and bare, wallowing in your blood.

 23And after all your wickedness (woe, woe to you! declares the Lord GOD), 24you built yourself ha vaulted chamber and made yourself a lofty place in every square. 25At the head of every street iyou built your lofty place and made jyour beauty an abomination, koffering yourself[6] to any passerby and multiplying your whoring. 26wYou also played the whore lwith the Egyptians, your lustful neighbors, mmultiplying your whoring, nto provoke me to anger. 27Behold, therefore, I stretched out my hand against you oand diminished your allotted portion pand delivered you to the greed of your enemies, qthe daughters of the Philistines, who were ashamed of your lewd behavior. 28wYou played the whore also rwith the Assyrians, because you were not satisfied; yes, you played the whore with them, and still you were not satisfied. 29You multiplied your whoring also with the trading land tof Chaldea, and even with this you were not satisfied.

 30How sick is your heart,[7] declares the Lord GOD, because you did all these things, the deeds of a brazen prostitute, 31building your vaulted chamber at the head of every street, and making your lofty place in every square. Yet you were not like a prostitute, ubecause you scorned payment. 32Adulterous wife, who receives strangers instead of her husband! 33Men give gifts to all prostitutes, vbut you gave your gifts to all your lovers, bribing them to come to you from every side with your whorings. 34So you were different from other women in your whorings. No one solicited you to play the whore, and vyou gave payment, while no payment was given to you; therefore you were different.

 35Therefore, O prostitute, hear the word of the LORD: 36Thus says the Lord GOD, Because your lust was poured out and your nakedness uncovered in your whorings with your lovers, and with all your abominable idols, wand because of the blood of your children that you gave to them, 37therefore, behold, xI will gather all your lovers with whom you took pleasure, all those you loved and yall those you hated. zI will gather them against you from every side aand will uncover your nakedness to them, that bthey may see all your nakedness. 38cAnd I will judge you das women who commit adultery and eshed blood are judged, and bring upon you the blood of wrath and jealousy. 39And I will give you into their hands, and they shall throw down your fvaulted chamber and break down gyour lofty places. hThey shall strip you of your clothes and take iyour beautiful jewels and leave you jnaked and bare. 40kThey shall bring up a crowd against you, land they shall stone you and cut you to pieces with their swords. 41lAnd they shall mburn your houses and nexecute judgments upon you in the sight of many women. oI will make you stop playing the whore, and pyou shall also give payment no more. 42qSo will I satisfy my wrath on you, and my jealousy shall depart from you. I will be calm and will no more be angry. 43Because you have not remembered rthe days of your youth, but have enraged me with all these things, therefore, behold, sI have returned your deeds upon your head, declares the Lord GOD. Have you not tcommitted lewdness in addition to all your abominations?

 44Behold, everyone uwho uses proverbs will use this proverb about you: Like mother, like daughter. 45You are the daughter of your mother, who loathed her husband and her children; and you are the sister of vyour sisters, who loathed their husbands and their children. wYour mother was a Hittite and wyour father an Amorite. 46And xyour elder sister is Samaria, who lived with her daughters to the north of you; and yyour younger sister, who lived to the south of you, is Sodom with her daughters. 47zNot only did you walk in their ways and do according to their abominations; within a very little time ayou were more corrupt than they in all your ways. 48bAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, your sister cSodom and her daughters have not done as you and your daughters have done. 49Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, dexcess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. 50They were haughty and edid an abomination before me. So fI removed them, when I saw it. 51gSamaria has not committed half your sins. You have committed more abominations than they, and hhave made your sisters appear righteous by all the abominations that you have committed. 52iBear your disgrace, you also, for you have intervened on behalf of your sisters. Because of your sins in which you acted more abominably than they, they are more in the right than you. So be ashamed, you also, and bear your disgrace, for you have made your sisters appear righteous.

 53jI will restore their fortunes, both the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters, and the fortunes of Samaria and her daughters, and I will restore your own fortunes in their midst, 54that you may bear your disgrace kand be ashamed of all that you have done, lbecoming a consolation to them. 55As for your sisters, Sodom and her daughters shall return to their former state, jand Samaria and her daughters shall return mto their former state, jand you and your daughters shall return mto your former state. 56Was not your sister Sodom a byword in your mouth nin the day of your pride, 57before your wickedness was uncovered? Now you have become oan object of reproach for the daughters of Syria[8] and all those around her, and for pthe daughters of the Philistines, qthose all around who despise you. 58rYou bear the penalty of your lewdness and your abominations, declares the LORD.

The LORDs Everlasting Covenant

 59For thus says the Lord GOD: I will deal with you as you have done, you swho have despised the oath in breaking the covenant, 60yet tI will remember my covenant with you uin the days of your youth, vand I will establish for you an everlasting covenant. 61wThen you will remember your ways xand be ashamed when you take yyour sisters, both your elder and your younger, and I give them to you zas daughters, but not on account of[9] the covenant with you. 62I will establish my covenant with you, aand you shall know that I am the LORD, 63that you may remember and be confounded, and bnever open your mouth again because of your shame, when I atone for you for all that you have done, declares the Lord GOD.

Parable of Two Eagles and a Vine

 EZEKIEL 17 The word of the LORD came to me: 2cSon of man, dpropound a riddle, and speak a parable to the house of Israel; 3say, Thus says the Lord GOD: eA great eagle fwith great wings and long pinions, frich in plumage of many colors, came gto Lebanon hand took the top of the cedar. 4He broke off the topmost of its young twigs and carried it to a land of trade and set it in a city of merchants. 5Then he took of the seed of the land iand planted it in fertile soil.[1] He placed it beside abundant waters. jHe set it like a willow twig, 6and it sprouted and became a klow lspreading vine, and its branches turned toward him, and its roots remained where it stood. So it became a vine and produced branches and put out boughs.

 7mAnd there was another great eagle with great wings and much plumage, mand behold, this vine bent its roots toward him and shot forth its branches toward him from nthe bed where it was planted, that he might water it. 8iIt had been planted on good soil by abundant waters, that it might produce branches and bear fruit and become a noble vine.

 9Say, Thus says the Lord GOD: mWill it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots and cut off its fruit, so that it withers, so that all its fresh sprouting leaves wither? It will not take a strong arm or many people to pull it from its roots. 10Behold, it is planted; will it thrive? oWill it not utterly wither when the east wind strikes itwither away on the bed where it sprouted?

 11Then the word of the LORD came to me: 12Say now to pthe rebellious house, qDo you not know what these things mean? Tell them, behold, rthe king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took her king and her princes and brought them to him to Babylon. 13sAnd he took one of the royal offspring[2] tand made a covenant with him, uputting him under oath (vthe chief men of the land he had taken away), 14that the kingdom might be humble and not lift itself up, and keep his covenant that it might stand. 15wBut he rebelled against him by sending his ambassadors xto Egypt, that they might give him horses and a large army. yWill he thrive? Can one escape who does such things? Can he zbreak the covenant and yet escape?

 16aAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely bin the place where the king dwells cwho made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant with him he broke, in Babylon he shall die. 17dPharaoh with his mighty army and great company will not help him in war, ewhen mounds are cast up and siege walls built to cut off many lives. 18He despised the oath in breaking the covenant, and behold, he gave his hand and did all these things; he shall not escape. 19Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is my oath that he despised, and my covenant that he broke. I will return it upon his head. 20fI will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon gand enter into judgment with him there hfor the treachery he has committed against me. 21And all the pick[3] of his troops shall fall by the sword, iand the survivors shall be scattered to every wind, and you shall know that jI am the LORD; I have spoken.

 22Thus says the Lord GOD: kI myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. lI will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and mI myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23nOn the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. oAnd under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; pI bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up qthe green tree, and make qthe dry tree flourish. rI am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.

The Soul Who Sins Shall Die

 EZEKIEL 18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you[1] mean sby repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, tThe fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the childrens teeth are set on edge? 3uAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, vthis proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: wthe soul who sins shall die.

 5If a man is righteous and does xwhat is just and right 6if he ydoes not eat upon the mountains or zlift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, adoes not defile his neighbors wife bor approach ca woman in her time of menstrual impurity, 7ddoes not oppress anyone, but erestores to the debtor his pledge, fcommits no robbery, ggives his bread to the hungry gand covers the naked with a garment, 8hdoes not lend at interest hor take any profit,[2] withholds his hand from injustice, iexecutes true justice between man and man, 9jwalks in my statutes, and keeps my rules by acting faithfullyhe is righteous; khe shall surely live, declares the Lord GOD.

 10If he fathers a son who is violent, la shedder of blood, who does any of these things 11(though he himself did none of these things), mwho even eats upon the mountains, ndefiles his neighbors wife, 12oppresses the poor and needy, ocommits robbery, odoes not restore the pledge, plifts up his eyes to the idols, qcommits abomination, 13rlends at interest, and takes profit; shall he then live? He shall not live. He has done all these abominations; he shall surely die; shis blood shall be upon himself.

 14Now suppose this man fathers a son who sees all the sins that his father has done; he sees, and does not do likewise: 15he does not eat upon the mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not defile his neighbors wife, 16does not oppress anyone, texacts no pledge, ucommits no robbery, vbut gives his bread to the hungry vand covers the naked with a garment, 17withholds his hand from iniquity,[3] takes no interest or profit, obeys my rules, wand walks in my statutes; he shall not die for his fathers iniquity; xhe shall surely live. 18As for his father, because he practiced extortion, robbed his brother, and did what is not good among his people, ybehold, he shall die for his iniquity.

 19Yet you say, zWhy should not the son suffer for the iniquity of the father? When the son has done awhat is just and right, and has been careful to observe all my statutes, bhe shall surely live. 20cThe soul who sins shall die. dThe son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. eThe righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, fand the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

 21gBut if a wicked person turns away from all his sins that he has committed and keeps all my statutes and does hwhat is just and right, ihe shall surely live; he shall not die. 22jNone of the transgressions that he has committed shall be remembered against him; for the righteousness that he has done he shall live. 23kHave I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord GOD, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live? 24lBut when a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice and does the same abominations that the wicked person does, shall he live? mNone of the righteous deeds that he has done shall be remembered; for nthe treachery of which he is guilty and the sin he has committed, for them he shall die.

 25oYet you say, The way of the Lord is not just. Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26lWhen a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, pwhen a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, The way of the Lord is not just. O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?

 30Therefore qI will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. rRepent and turn from all your transgressions, slest iniquity be your ruin.[4] 31tCast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and umake yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! vWhy will you die, O house of Israel? 32wFor I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; rso turn, and live.

A Lament for the Princes of Israel

 EZEKIEL 19 And you, xtake up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, 2and say:

 What was your mother? yA lioness!

Among lions she crouched;

in the midst of young lions

she reared her cubs.

3 And she brought up one of her cubs;

zhe became a young lion,

aand he learned to catch prey;

he devoured men.

4 The nations heard about him;

bhe was caught in their pit,

cand they brought him with hooks

to the land of Egypt.

5 When she saw that she waited in vain,

that her hope was lost,

dshe took another of her cubs

and made him a young lion.

6 He prowled among the lions;

he became a young lion,

and he learned to catch prey;

he devoured men,

7 and seized[1] their widows.

He laid waste their cities,

and the land was appalled and all who were in it

at the sound of his roaring.

8 eThen the nations set against him

from provinces on every side;

fthey spread their net over him;

bhe was taken in their pit.

9 With hooks ethey put him in a cage[2]

and gbrought him to the king of Babylon;

they brought him into custody,

that his voice should no more be heard

on hthe mountains of Israel.

 10 Your mother was ilike a vine in a vineyard[3]

planted by the water,

jfruitful and full of branches

kby reason of abundant water.

11 Its strong stems became

rulers scepters;

it towered aloft

among the thick boughs;[4]

it was seen in its height

with the mass of its branches.

12 But the vine was plucked up in fury,

cast down to the ground;

lthe east wind dried up its fruit;

they were stripped off and withered.

As for its strong stem,

fire consumed it.

13 mNow it is planted in the wilderness,

in a dry and thirsty land.

14 nAnd fire has gone out from the stem of its shoots,

has consumed its fruit,

oso that there remains in it no strong stem,

no scepter for ruling.

This is pa lamentation and has become a lamentation.

Israels Continuing Rebellion

 EZEKIEL 20 qIn the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, certain of rthe elders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, sand sat before me. 2And the word of the LORD came to me: 3tSon of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD, Is it to inquire of me that you come? uAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, vI will not be inquired of by you. 4wWill you judge them, son of man, will you judge them? xLet them know the abominations of their fathers, 5and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: yOn the day when I chose Israel, zI swore[1] to the offspring of the house of Jacob, amaking myself known to them in the land of Egypt; zI swore to them, saying, I am the LORD your God. 6On that day I swore to them that bI would bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had searched out for them, a land bflowing with milk and honey, cthe most glorious of all lands. 7And I said to them, dCast away the detestable things eyour eyes feast on, every one of you, and do not defile yourselves with fthe idols of Egypt; gI am the LORD your God. 8hBut they rebelled against me and were not willing to listen to me. iNone of them cast away the detestable things their eyes feasted on, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt.

Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them jand spend my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 9kBut I acted lfor the sake of my name, mthat it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations among whom they lived, nin whose sight I made myself known to them in bringing them out of the land of Egypt. 10oSo I led them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. 11pI gave them my statutes and made known to them my rules, qby which, if a person does them, he shall live. 12Moreover, I gave them rmy Sabbaths, as a sign between me and them, sthat they might know that I am the LORD who sanctifies them. 13tBut the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness. uThey did not walk in my statutes but rejected my rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live; vand my Sabbaths they greatly profaned.

tThen I said I would pour out my wrath upon them in the wilderness, to make a full end of them. 14But I acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, win whose sight I had brought them out. 15Moreover, xI swore to them in the wilderness ythat I would not bring them into the land that I had given them, a land zflowing with milk and honey, zthe most glorious of all lands, 16because they rejected my rules and did not walk in my statutes, and profaned my Sabbaths; afor their heart went after their idols. 17Nevertheless, bmy eye spared them, and I did not destroy them or cmake a full end of them in the wilderness.

 18And I said to dtheir children in the wilderness, Do not walk ein the statutes of your fathers, nor keep their rules, fnor defile yourselves with their idols. 19gI am the LORD your God; hwalk in my statutes, and be careful to obey my rules, 20and ikeep my Sabbaths holy that jthey may be a sign between me and you, that you may know that I am the LORD your God. 21kBut the children lrebelled against me. mThey did not walk in my statutes and were not careful to obey my rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live; they profaned my Sabbaths.

nThen I said I would pour out my wrath upon them and spend my anger against them in the wilderness. 22oBut I withheld my hand pand acted for the sake of my name, qthat it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, in whose sight I had brought them out. 23rMoreover, sI swore to them in the wilderness tthat I would scatter them among the nations and disperse them through the countries, 24because they had not obeyed my rules, but had rejected my statutes and profaned my Sabbaths, uand their eyes were set on their fathers idols. 25vMoreover, I gave them statutes that were not good and rules by which they could not have life, 26and I defiled them through wtheir very gifts win their offering up all their firstborn, that I might devastate them. I did it xthat they might know that I am the LORD.

 27Therefore, yson of man, speak to the house of Israel and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: In this also your fathers blasphemed me, by zdealing treacherously with me. 28For when I had brought them into the land that aI swore to give them, then wherever they saw bany high hill or any leafy tree, there they offered their sacrifices and there they presented cthe provocation of their offering; there they sent up their pleasing aromas, and there they poured out their drink offerings. 29(I said to them, dWhat is the high place to which you go? So its name is called Bamah[2] to this day.)

 30Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: eWill you defile yourselves after the manner of your fathers and go fwhoring after their detestable things? 31When you present your gifts and goffer up your children in fire,[3] you defile yourselves with all your idols to this day. And hshall I be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? iAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, I will not be inquired of by you.

 32jWhat is in your mind shall never happenthe thought, kLet us be like the nations, like the tribes of the countries, land worship wood and stone.

The LORD Will Restore Israel

 33iAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, msurely with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and nwith wrath poured out I will be king over you. 34oI will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and with wrath poured out. 35pAnd I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, qand there I will enter into judgment with you rface to face. 36sAs I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you, declares the Lord GOD. 37I will make you tpass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant. 38uI will purge out the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against me. vI will bring them out of the land where they sojourn, wbut they shall not enter the land of Israel. xThen you will know that I am the LORD.

 39As for you, O house of Israel, thus says the Lord GOD: yGo serve every one of you his idols, now and hereafter, if you will not listen to me; zbut my holy name you shall no more profane with your gifts and your idols.

 40aFor on my holy mountain, the mountain height of Israel, declares the Lord GOD, there ball the house of Israel, all of them, shall serve me in the land. cThere I will accept them, and there I will require your contributions and the choicest of your gifts, with all your sacred offerings. 41As a pleasing aroma I will accept you, when dI bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you have been scattered. And eI will manifest my holiness among you in the sight of the nations. 42fAnd you shall know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into the land of Israel, the country that gI swore to give to your fathers. 43hAnd there you shall remember your ways and all your deeds with which you have defiled yourselves, hand you shall loathe yourselves for all the evils that you have committed. 44And you shall know that I am the LORD, iwhen I deal with you for my names sake, jnot according to your evil ways, nor according to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD.

 45[4] And the word of the LORD came to me: 46kSon of man, lset your face toward the southland;[5] mpreach against the south, and prophesy against the forest land in the Negeb. 47Say to the forest of the Negeb, Hear the word of the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, nI will kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour every ogreen tree in you and every odry tree. The blazing flame shall not be quenched, and pall faces from south to north shall be scorched by it. 48qAll flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it; it shall not be quenched. 49Then I said, rAh, Lord GOD! They are saying of me, sIs he not a maker of parables?

The LORD Has Drawn His Sword

 EZEKIEL 21 [1] The word of the LORD came to me: 2tSon of man, uset your face toward Jerusalem and vpreach against the sanctuaries.[2] Prophesy against the land of Israel 3and say to the land of Israel, Thus says the LORD: wBehold, I am against you and will draw xmy sword from its sheath and ywill cut off from you both righteous and wicked. 4Because I will cut off from you both righteous and wicked, therefore my sword shall be drawn from its sheath against all flesh from south to north. 5zAnd all flesh shall know that I am the LORD. I have drawn xmy sword from its sheath; ait shall not be sheathed again.

 6As for you, son of man, bgroan; with breaking heart and bitter grief, cgroan before their eyes. 7dAnd when they say to you, Why do you groan? you shall say, Because of the news ethat it is coming. fEvery heart will melt, and gall hands will be feeble; every spirit will faint, and gall knees will be weak as water. hBehold, it is ecoming, and it will be fulfilled, declares the Lord GOD.

 8And the word of the LORD came to me: 9tSon of man, prophesy and say, Thus says the Lord, say:

 iA sword, a sword is sharpened

and also polished,

10 jsharpened for slaughter,

jpolished to flash like lightning!

(Or kshall we rejoice? You have despised the rod, my son, lwith everything of wood.)[3] 11So the sword is given to be polished, that it may be grasped in the hand. It is sharpened and polished mto be given into the hand of the slayer. 12nCry out and wail, son of man, for it is against my people. It is against all the princes of Israel. They are delivered over to the sword with my people. oStrike therefore upon your thigh. 13For it will not be a testingwhat could it do if you despise pthe rod?[4] declares the Lord GOD.

 14As for you, qson of man, prophesy. rClap your hands and let the sword come down twice, syes, three times,[5] the sword for those to be slain. It is the sword for the great slaughter, which surrounds them, 15that their hearts may melt, and many stumble.[6] At all their gates I have given the glittering sword. Ah, it is made like lightning; tit is taken up[7] for slaughter. 16Cut sharply to the right; set yourself to the left, wherever your face is directed. 17I also will rclap my hands, uand I will satisfy my fury; vI the LORD have spoken.

 18The word of the LORD came to me again: 19As for you, son of man, mark two ways for wthe sword of the king of Babylon to come. Both of them shall come from the same land. And make xa signpost; make it xat the head of the way to a city. 20Mark a way yfor the sword to come to Rabbah of the Ammonites and to Judah, into Jerusalem the fortified. 21For the king of Babylon stands zat the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination. He shakes the arrows; he consults athe teraphim;[8] he looks at the liver. 22Into his right hand comes the divination for Jerusalem, bto set battering rams, to open the mouth with murder, to lift up the voice with shouting, to set battering rams against the gates, cto cast up mounds, to build siege towers. 23But to them it will seem like a false divination. dThey have sworn solemn oaths, but he brings their guilt to remembrance, ethat they may be taken.

 24Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you have made your guilt to be remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your deeds your sins appearbecause you have come to remembrance, fyou shall be taken in hand. 25And you, O profane[9] gwicked one, prince of Israel, hwhose day has come, ithe time of your final punishment, 26thus says the Lord GOD: Remove the turban and take off the crown. Things shall not remain as they are. jExalt that which is low, and bring low that which is exalted. 27A ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it. kThis also shall not be, luntil he comes, the one to whom judgment belongs, and I will give it to him.

 28And you, mson of man, prophesy, and say, Thus says the Lord GOD nconcerning the Ammonites and concerning their reproach; say, oA sword, a sword pis drawn for the slaughter. oIt is polished to consume and to flash like lightning 29while qthey see for you false visions, while they divine lies for youto place you on the necks of the profane wicked, rwhose day has come, the time of their final punishment. 30pReturn it to its sheath. In the place where you were created, in the land of your origin, sI will judge you. 31And tI will pour out my indignation upon you; uI will blow upon you with the fire of my wrath, and I will deliver you into the hands of vbrutish men, skillful to destroy. 32You shall be fuel for the fire. Your blood shall be in the midst of the land. wYou shall be no more remembered, xfor I the LORD have spoken.

Israels Shedding of Blood

 EZEKIEL 22 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2And you, yson of man, zwill you judge, will you judge athe bloody city? bThen declare to her all her abominations. 3You shall say, Thus says the Lord GOD: A city that sheds blood in her midst, so that cher time may come, and that makes idols to defile herself! 4You have become guilty aby the blood that you have shed, and defiled by the idols that you have made, and you have brought cyour days near, the appointed time of[1] your years has come. dTherefore I have made you a reproach to the nations, and a mockery to all the countries. 5Those who are near and those who are far from you will mock you; eyour name is defiled; fyou are full of tumult.

 6Behold, gthe princes of Israel in you, every one according to his power, have been bent on shedding blood. 7Father and mother hare treated with contempt in you; the sojourner isuffers extortion in your midst; the fatherless and the widow iare wronged in you. 8jYou have despised my holy things and kprofaned my Sabbaths. 9lThere are men in you who slander to shed blood, and people in you mwho eat on the mountains; nthey commit lewdness in your midst. 10In you omen uncover their fathers nakedness; in you they violate women who are unclean in their menstrual impurity. 11pOne commits abomination with his neighbors wife; qanother lewdly defiles his daughter-in-law; ranother in you violates his sister, his fathers daughter. 12In you sthey take bribes to shed blood; tyou take interest and profit[2] and make gain of your neighbors by extortion; but ume you have forgotten, declares the Lord GOD.

 13Behold, vI strike my hand at wthe dishonest gain that you have made, and at xthe blood that has been in your midst. 14yCan your courage endure, or can your hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with you? zI the LORD have spoken, and I will do it. 15aI will scatter you among the nations and disperse you through the countries, and bI will consume your uncleanness out of you. 16And cyou shall be profaned by your own doing din the sight of the nations, eand you shall know that I am the LORD.

 17And the word of the LORD came to me: 18fSon of man, the house of Israel has become gdross to me; all of them are hbronze and tin and iron and lead in the furnace; they are idross of silver. 19Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you have all become dross, therefore, behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20As one gathers silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin into a furnace, jto blow the fire on it in order to melt it, so I will gather you kin my anger and in my wrath, and I will put you in and melt you. 21I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of my wrath, and you shall be melted in the midst of it. 22As silver is melted in a furnace, so you shall be melted in the midst of it, and you shall know that I am the LORD; lI have poured out my wrath upon you.

 23And the word of the LORD came to me: 24Son of man, say to her, You are a land that is mnot cleansed nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 25oThe conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is plike a roaring lion qtearing the prey; they have devoured human lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst. 26rHer priests shave done violence to my law and thave profaned my holy things. uThey have made no distinction between the holy and the common, neither have they taught the difference between the unclean and the clean, and vthey have disregarded my Sabbaths, wso that I am profaned among them. 27xHer princes in her midst are like wolves ytearing the prey, zshedding blood, destroying lives to get dishonest gain. 28And aher prophets have smeared whitewash for them, bseeing false visions and divining lies for them, saying, Thus says the Lord GOD, when the LORD has not spoken. 29The people of the land chave practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have oppressed the poor and needy, and chave extorted from the sojourner without justice. 30dAnd I sought for a man among them ewho should build up the wall eand stand in the breach before me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none. 31Therefore fI have poured out my indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath. I have returned gtheir way upon their heads, declares the Lord GOD.

Oholah and Oholibah

 EZEKIEL 23 The word of the LORD came to me: 2hSon of man, there were itwo women, the daughters of one mother. 3jThey played the whore in Egypt; jthey played the whore kin their youth; there their breasts were pressed and their virgin bosoms[1] handled. 4Oholah was the name of the elder and Oholibah the name of her sister. lThey became mine, and they mbore sons and daughters. As for their names, Oholah is nSamaria, and Oholibah is Jerusalem.

 5Oholah played the whore owhile she was mine, and pshe lusted after her lovers qthe Assyrians, warriors 6clothed in purple, rgovernors and commanders, sall of them desirable young men, thorsemen riding on horses. 7She bestowed her whoring upon them, the choicest men of Assyria all of them, and she defiled herself with all the idols of everyone after whom she lusted. 8She did not give up her whoring uthat she had begun in Egypt; for in her youth men had lain with her and handled her virgin bosom and poured out their whoring lust upon her. 9Therefore vI delivered her into the hands of her lovers, into the hands of the Assyrians, after whom she lusted. 10wThese uncovered her nakedness; xthey seized her sons and her daughters; and as for her, they killed her with the sword; and she became ya byword among women, zwhen judgment had been executed on her.

 11aHer sister Oholibah saw this, and she became bmore corrupt than her sister[2] in her lust and in her whoring, which was worse than that of her sister. 12She lusted after the Assyrians, governors and commanders, warriors clothed in full armor, horsemen riding on horses, sall of them desirable young men. 13And I saw that she was defiled; they both took the same way. 14But she carried her whoring further. She saw men cportrayed on the wall, the dimages of ethe Chaldeans portrayed in vermilion, 15wearing belts on their waists, with flowing turbans on their heads, all of them having the appearance of officers, a likeness of Babylonians whose native land was Chaldea. 16When she saw them, she lusted after them and fsent messengers to them ein Chaldea. 17And the Babylonians came to her ginto the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoring lust. And after she was defiled by them, hshe turned from them in disgust. 18When she carried on her whoring so openly and flaunted her nakedness, I turned in disgust from her, as I had turned in disgust from her sister. 19Yet she increased her whoring, iremembering the days of her youth, when she played the whore in the land of Egypt 20and lusted after her lovers there, whose members were like those of donkeys, and whose issue was like that of horses. 21Thus you longed for the lewdness of your youth, when the Egyptians handled your bosom and pressed[3] your young breasts.

 22Therefore, O Oholibah, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will stir up against you your lovers hfrom whom you turned in disgust, jand I will bring them against you from every side: 23the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, kPekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them, ldesirable young men, lgovernors and commanders all of them, officers and men of renown, all of them riding on horses. 24And they shall come against you from the north[4] with chariots and wagons and a host of peoples. mThey shall set themselves against you on every side with buckler, shield, and helmet; and nI will commit the judgment to them, and othey shall judge you according to their judgments. 25And I will direct my jealousy against you, pthat they may deal with you in fury. They shall cut off your nose and your ears, and your survivors shall fall by the sword. qThey shall seize your sons and your daughters, and your survivors shall be devoured by fire. 26rThey shall also strip you of your clothes and take away your beautiful jewels. 27sThus I will put an end to your lewdness and tyour whoring begun in the land of Egypt, so that you shall not lift up your eyes to them or remember Egypt anymore.

 28For thus says the Lord GOD: uBehold, I will deliver you into the hands of those whom you hate, vinto the hands of those from whom you turned in disgust, 29and wthey shall deal with you in hatred and take away all the fruit of your labor xand leave you naked and bare, and ythe nakedness of your whoring shall be uncovered. Your lewdness and your whoring 30have brought this upon you, because zyou played the whore with the nations and defiled yourself with their idols. 31You have gone the way of your sister; atherefore I will give bher cup into your hand. 32Thus says the Lord GOD:

 You shall drink your sisters cup

that is deep and large;

you shall be laughed at and held in derision,

for it contains much;

33 you will be filled with cdrunkenness and sorrow.

cA cup of horror and desolation,

the cup of dyour sister Samaria;

34 eyou shall drink it and drain it out,

and gnaw its shards,

and tear your breasts;

for I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD. 35Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because fyou have forgotten me and gcast me behind your back, you yourself hmust bear the consequences of your lewdness and whoring.

 36The LORD said to me: iSon of man, jwill you judge Oholah and Oholibah? Declare to them their abominations. 37For kthey have committed adultery, land blood is on their hands. With their idols they have committed adultery, and they have even moffered up[5] to them for food the children whom they had borne to me. 38Moreover, this they have done to me: nthey have defiled my sanctuary on the same day and oprofaned my Sabbaths. 39For when pthey had slaughtered their children in sacrifice to their idols, on the same day qthey came into my sanctuary to profane it. And behold, rthis is what they did in my house. 40They even sent for men to come from afar, sto whom a messenger was sent; and behold, they came. For them you bathed yourself, tpainted your eyes, uand adorned yourself with ornaments. 41You sat on va stately couch, with a table spread before it won which you had placed my incense and xmy oil. 42The ysound of a carefree multitude was with her; and with men of the common sort, drunkards[6] were brought from the wilderness; and they put zbracelets on the hands of the women, and abeautiful crowns on their heads.

 43Then I said of her who was worn out by adultery, Now they will continue to use her for a whore, even her![7] 44For they have gone in to her, as men go in to a prostitute. Thus they went in to Oholah and to Oholibah, lewd women! 45But righteous men bshall pass judgment on them with the sentence of adulteresses, and with the sentence of women who shed blood, because they are adulteresses, and blood is on their hands.

 46For thus says the Lord GOD: cBring up a vast host against them, and make them dan object of terror and ea plunder. 47fAnd the host shall stone them and cut them down with their swords. gThey shall kill their sons and their daughters, and hburn up their houses. 48iThus will I put an end to lewdness in the land, that all women may take warning and not commit lewdness as you have done. 49And they shall return your lewdness upon you, and jyou shall bear the penalty for your sinful idolatry, and kyou shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

	

The Siege of Jerusalem

 EZEKIEL 24 lIn the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 2mSon of man, write down the name of this day, this very day. The king of Babylon has laid siege to Jerusalem this very day. 3And nutter a parable to othe rebellious house and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD:

 Set on pthe pot, set it on;

pour in water also;

4 put in it the pieces of meat,

all the good pieces, qthe thigh and the shoulder;

fill it with choice bones.

5 Take the choicest one of the flock;

pile the logs[1] under it;

boil it well;

seethe also its bones in it.

 6Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: rWoe to the bloody city, to pthe pot whose corrosion is in it, and whose corrosion has not gone out of it! Take out of it piece after piece, without making any choice.[2] 7For the blood she has shed is in her midst; she put it on sthe bare rock; tshe did not pour it out on the ground to cover it with dust. 8To rouse my wrath, to take vengeance, I have set on the bare rock the blood she has shed, that it may not be covered. 9Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Woe to the bloody city! uI also will make the pile great. 10Heap on the logs, kindle the fire, boil the meat well, mix in the spices,[3] and let the bones be burned up. 11Then set it empty upon the coals, that it may become hot, and its copper may burn, vthat its uncleanness may be melted in it, its corrosion consumed. 12wShe has wearied herself with toil;[4] its abundant corrosion does not go out of it. Into the fire with its corrosion! 13On account of your unclean lewdness, because I would have cleansed you and you were not cleansed from your uncleanness, xyou shall not be cleansed anymore till yI have satisfied my fury upon you. 14zI am the LORD. I have spoken; it shall come to pass; I will do it. I will not go back; aI will not spare; bI will not relent; caccording to your ways and your deeds you will be judged, declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiels Wife Dies

 15The word of the LORD came to me: 16dSon of man, behold, I am about to take the delight of your eyes away from you at a stroke; yet you shall not mourn or weep, nor shall your tears run down. 17Sigh, but not aloud; make no mourning for the dead. eBind on your turban, and fput your shoes on your feet; do not cover your lips, gnor eat the bread of men. 18So I spoke to the people in the morning, and hat evening my wife died. And on the next morning I did ias I was commanded.

 19And jthe people said to me, Will you not tell us what these things mean for us, that you are acting thus? 20Then I said to them, The word of the LORD came to me: 21Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: kBehold, I will profane my sanctuary, the pride of your power, the delight of your eyes, and the yearning of your soul, and lyour sons and your daughters whom you left behind shall fall by the sword. 22And myou shall do as I have done; myou shall not cover your lips, gnor eat the bread of men. 23mYour turbans shall be on your heads and your shoes on your feet; you shall not mourn or weep, but nyou shall rot away in your iniquities and groan to one another. 24Thus shall Ezekiel be to you oa sign; maccording to all that he has done you shall do. When this comes, then pyou will know that I am the Lord GOD.

 25As for you, qson of man, surely on the day when I take from them rtheir stronghold, their joy and glory, the delight of their eyes and their souls desire, and also their sons and daughters, 26son that day a fugitive will come to you to report to you the news. 27On that day your mouth twill be opened to the fugitive, and you shall speak and be no longer mute. uSo you will be a sign to them, and vthey will know that I am the LORD.

Prophecy Against Ammon

 EZEKIEL 25 The word of the LORD came to me: 2wSon of man, xset your face toward ythe Ammonites and prophesy against them. 3Say to the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord GOD: zThus says the Lord GOD, Because you said, aAha! over my bsanctuary when it was profaned, and over the land of Israel when it was made desolate, and over the house of Judah when they went into exile, 4therefore behold, I am handing you over to cthe people of the East for a possession, and they shall set their encampments among you and make their dwellings in your midst. They shall eat your fruit, and they shall drink your milk. 5I will make dRabbah a epasture for camels and Ammon[1] ea fold for flocks. vThen you will know that I am the LORD. 6For thus says the Lord GOD: Because fyou have clapped your hands gand stamped your feet and hrejoiced with all the imalice within your soul against the land of Israel, 7therefore, behold, jI have stretched out my hand against you, and kwill hand you over as plunder to the nations. And I will cut you off from the peoples and will make you perish out of the countries; I will destroy you. Then you will know that I am the LORD.

Prophecy Against Moab and Seir

 8Thus says the Lord GOD: Because lMoab and mSeir[2] said, Behold, the nhouse of Judah is like all the other nations, 9therefore lI will lay open the flank of Moab from the cities, from its cities on its frontier, the glory of the country, oBeth-jeshimoth, pBaal-meon, and qKiriathaim. 10I will give it ralong with the Ammonites sto the people of the East as a possession, tthat the Ammonites may be remembered no more among the nations, 11land I will execute judgments upon Moab. uThen they will know that I am the LORD.

Prophecy Against Edom

 12Thus says the Lord GOD: Because vEdom acted revengefully against the house of Judah and has grievously offended win taking vengeance on them, 13therefore thus says the Lord GOD, xI will stretch out my hand against Edom and cut off from it man and beast. And I will make it desolate; from yTeman even to zDedan they shall fall by the sword. 14And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom aby the hand of my people Israel, and they shall do in Edom according to my anger and according to my wrath, and bthey shall know my vengeance, declares the Lord GOD.

Prophecy Against Philistia

 15Thus says the Lord GOD: Because cthe Philistines dacted revengefully and took vengeance ewith malice of soul to destroy in never-ending enmity, 16therefore thus says the Lord GOD, xBehold, I will stretch out my hand against the Philistines, and I will cut off fthe Cherethites and destroy the rest of the seacoast. 17I will execute great vengeance on them gwith wrathful rebukes. hThen they will know that I am the LORD, when I lay my vengeance upon them.

Prophecy Against Tyre

 EZEKIEL 26 iIn the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 2jSon of man, because kTyre said concerning Jerusalem, lAha, the gate of the peoples is broken; it has swung open to me. I shall be replenished, now that she is laid waste, 3therefore thus says the Lord GOD: mBehold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will bring up nmany nations against you, oas the sea brings up its waves. 4They shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers, and I will scrape her soil from her and pmake her a bare rock. 5She qshall be in the midst of the sea a place for the spreading of nets, rfor I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD. And she shall become plunder for the nations, 6and her daughters on the mainland shall be killed by the sword. sThen they will know that I am the LORD.

 7For thus says the Lord GOD: tBehold, I will bring against Tyre ufrom the north Nebuchadnezzar[1] king of Babylon, vking of kings, with horses and chariots, and with horsemen and a host of many soldiers. 8He will kill with the sword wyour daughters on the mainland. xHe will set up a siege wall against you and throw up a mound against you, and raise ya roof of shields against you. 9zHe will direct the shock of his battering rams against your walls, and with his axes he will break down your towers. 10His horses will be so many that their dust will cover you. Your walls will shake at the noise of the horsemen and wagons and chariots, when he enters your gates as men enter a city that has been breached. 11With the hoofs of his horses he will trample all your streets. He will kill your people with the sword, and your mighty pillars will fall to the ground. 12They will plunder ayour riches and loot ayour merchandise. They will break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses. Your stones and timber and bsoil they will cast into the midst of the waters. 13cAnd I will stop the music of your songs, and dthe sound of your lyres shall be heard no more. 14pI will make you a bare rock. qYou shall be a place for the spreading of nets. You shall never be rebuilt, rfor I am the LORD; I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD.

 15Thus says the Lord GOD to Tyre: Will not ethe coastlands shake at the sound of your fall, fwhen the wounded groan, when slaughter is made in your midst? 16Then all gthe princes of the sea will step down from their thrones and hremove their robes and strip off their embroidered garments. They will clothe themselves with trembling; ithey will sit on the ground and jtremble every moment and kbe appalled at you. 17And they will lraise a lamentation over you and say to you,

 How you have perished,

you who were inhabited from the seas,

O city renowned,

mwho was mighty on the sea;

she and her inhabitants nimposed their terror

on all her inhabitants!

18 Now the coastlands tremble

on the day of your fall,

and the coastlands that are on the sea

are dismayed at your passing.

 19For thus says the Lord GOD: When I make you a city laid waste, like the cities that are not inhabited, owhen I bring up the deep over you, and the great waters cover you, 20then pI will make you go down with those who go down to the pit, to the people of old, and I will make you to dwell in the world below, among ruins from of old, pwith those who go down to the pit, so that you will not be inhabited; but I will set beauty qin the land of the living. 21I will bring you rto a dreadful end, and you shall be no more. sThough you be sought for, you will never be found again, declares the Lord GOD.

A Lament for Tyre

 EZEKIEL 27 The word of the LORD came to me: 2Now you, tson of man, uraise a lamentation over Tyre, 3and say to Tyre, who dwells at vthe entrances to the sea, wmerchant of the peoples to many coastlands, thus says the Lord GOD:

 O Tyre, you have said,

I am xperfect in beauty.

4 Your borders are yin the heart of the seas;

your builders made perfect your beauty.

5 They made all your planks

of fir trees from zSenir;

they took aa cedar from Lebanon

to make a mast for you.

6 Of boaks of Bashan

they made your oars;

they made your deck of pines

from cthe coasts of Cyprus,

inlaid with ivory.

7 dOf fine embroidered linen from Egypt

was your sail,

serving as your banner;

blue and purple from cthe coasts of Elishah

was your awning.

8 The inhabitants of Sidon and eArvad

were your rowers;

your skilled men, O Tyre, were in you;

they were fyour pilots.

9 The elders of gGebal and her skilled men were in you,

hcaulking your seams;

all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in you

to barter for your wares.

 10iPersia and jLud and iPut were in your army as your men of war. kThey hung the shield and helmet in you; they gave you splendor. 11Men of eArvad and Helech were on your walls all around, and men of Gamad were in your towers. They hung their shields on your walls all around; they made xperfect your beauty.

 12lTarshish did mbusiness with you because of your great wealth of every kind; silver, iron, tin, and lead they exchanged for your nwares. 13oJavan, pTubal, and pMeshech traded with you; they exchanged human beings and vessels of bronze for your merchandise. 14From qBeth-togarmah they exchanged horses, war horses, and mules rfor your wares. 15The men of sDedan[1] traded with you. Many coastlands were your own special markets; they brought you in payment ivory tusks and ebony. 16Syria tdid business with you because of your abundant goods; they exchanged for your wares uemeralds, upurple, vembroidered work, wfine linen, coral, and xruby. 17Judah and the land of Israel traded with you; they exchanged for your merchandise ywheat of zMinnith, meal,[2] honey, oil, and abalm. 18bDamascus did business with you for your abundant goods, because of your great wealth of every kind; wine of Helbon and cwool of Sahar 19and casks of wine[3] from Uzal they exchanged for your wares; wrought iron, dcassia, and ecalamus were bartered for your merchandise. 20Dedan traded with you in saddlecloths for riding. 21Arabia and all the princes of fKedar were your favored dealers fin lambs, rams, and goats; in these they did business with you. 22The traders of gSheba and gRaamah traded with you; they exchanged hfor your wares ithe best of all kinds of spices and all precious stones and gold. 23jHaran, Canneh, jEden, traders of Sheba, kAsshur, and Chilmad traded with you. 24In your market these traded with you in choice garments, in clothes of lblue and lembroidered work, and in carpets of colored material, bound with cords and made secure. 25mThe ships of nTarshish traveled for you with your merchandise. So you were filled and heavily laden oin the heart of the seas.

 26 Your rowers have brought you out

into the high seas.

pThe east wind has wrecked you

in the heart of the seas.

27 Your riches, your wares, your merchandise,

your mariners and qyour pilots,

ryour caulkers, your dealers in merchandise,

and all your men of war who are in you,

with all your crew

that is in your midst,

sink into the heart of the seas

son the day of your fall.

28 At the sound of the cry of your pilots

tthe countryside shakes,

29 and down from their ships

ucome all who handle the oar.

The mariners and all the pilots of the sea

stand on the land

30 uand shout aloud over you

and cry out bitterly.

vThey cast dust on their heads

wand wallow in ashes;

31 they xmake themselves bald for you

and put sackcloth on their waist,

and they weep over you in bitterness of soul,

with bitter mourning.

32 In their wailing they yraise a lamentation for you

and lament over you:

zWho is like Tyre,

like one destroyed in the midst of the sea?

33 When your wares came from the seas,

ayou satisfied many peoples;

with your abundant wealth and merchandise

ayou enriched the kings of the earth.

34 Now byou are wrecked by the seas,

in the depths of the waters;

your merchandise and all your crew in your midst

have sunk with you.

35 cAll the inhabitants of the coastlands

are appalled at you,

and dthe hair of their kings bristles with horror;

their faces are convulsed.

36 eThe merchants among the peoples fhiss at you;

gyou have come to a dreadful end

and shall be no more forever.

Prophecy Against the Prince of Tyre

 EZEKIEL 28 The word of the LORD came to me: 2hSon of man, say to ithe prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord GOD:

 jBecause your heart is proud,

and kyou have said, I am a god,

I sit in the seat of the gods,

in the heart of the seas,

yet lyou are but a man, and no god,

mthough you make your heart like the heart of a god

3 nyou are indeed wiser othan pDaniel;

no secret is hidden from you;

4 by your wisdom and your understanding

qyou have made wealth for yourself,

and have gathered gold and silver

into your treasuries;

5 by your great wisdom in your trade

you have increased your wealth,

and jyour heart has become proud in your wealth

6 therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

rBecause you make your heart

like the heart of a god,

7 therefore, behold, I will bring sforeigners upon you,

the most ruthless of the nations;

and they shall draw their swords against tthe beauty of your wisdom

and defile tyour splendor.

8 uThey shall thrust you down into the pit,

vand you shall die the death of the slain

in the heart of the seas.

9 wWill you still say, I am a god,

in the presence of those who kill you,

though lyou are but a man, and no god,

in the hands of those who slay you?

10 xYou shall die the death of the uncircumcised

by the hand of foreigners;

yfor I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD.

A Lament over the King of Tyre

 11Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me: 12zSon of man, araise a lamentation over bthe king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD:

 You were the signet of perfection,[1]

cfull of wisdom and dperfect in beauty.

13 You were in eEden, the garden of God;

fevery precious stone was your covering,

gsardius, topaz, and diamond,

beryl, onyx, and jasper,

sapphire,[2] femerald, and carbuncle;

and crafted in gold were your settings

and your engravings.[3]

iOn the day that you were created

they were prepared.

14 You were an anointed jguardian cherub.

I placed you;[4] you were on kthe holy mountain of God;

in the midst of the stones of fire you walked.

15 You were blameless in your ways

lfrom the day you were created,

till unrighteousness was found in you.

16 In the abundance of myour trade

you were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned;

so I cast you as a profane thing from kthe mountain of God,

and I destroyed you,[5] jO guardian cherub,

from the midst of the stones of fire.

17 nYour heart was proud because of oyour beauty;

you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor.

I cast you to the ground;

I exposed you before kings,

to feast their eyes on you.

18 By the multitude of your iniquities,

in the unrighteousness of your trade

you profaned your sanctuaries;

so pI brought fire out from your midst;

it consumed you,

and I turned you to ashes on the earth

qin the sight of all who saw you.

19 All who know you among the peoples

are appalled at you;

ryou have come to a dreadful end

and shall be no more forever.

Prophecy Against Sidon

 20The word of the LORD came to me: 21sSon of man, tset your face toward uSidon, and tprophesy against her 22and say, Thus says the Lord GOD:

 Behold, vI am against you, O Sidon,

and wI will manifest my glory in your midst.

And xthey shall know that I am the LORD

ywhen I execute judgments in her

and zmanifest my holiness in her;

23 for I will send apestilence into her,

and blood into her streets;

and the slain shall fall in her midst,

by the sword that is against her on every side.

Then they will know that I am the LORD.

 24And for the house of Israel bthere shall be no more a brier to prick or ca thorn to hurt them among all their neighbors dwho have treated them with contempt. Then they will know that I am the Lord GOD.

Israel Gathered in Security

 25Thus says the Lord GOD: eWhen I gather the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scattered, and zmanifest my holiness in them in the sight of the nations, fthen they shall dwell in their own land that I gave to my servant Jacob. 26gAnd they shall dwell securely in it, and they shall build houses and plant vineyards. They shall dwell securely, hwhen I execute judgments upon all their neighbors dwho have treated them with contempt. xThen they will know that I am the LORD their God.

Prophecy Against Egypt

 EZEKIEL 29 iIn the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 2jSon of man, kset your face against lPharaoh king of Egypt, mand prophesy against him and nagainst all Egypt; 3speak, and say, Thus says the Lord GOD:

 oBehold, I am against you,

Pharaoh king of Egypt,

pthe great dragon that lies

in the midst of his streams,

qthat says, My Nile is my own;

I made it for myself.

4 I will rput hooks in your jaws,

and make the fish of your streams stick to your scales;

and I will draw you up out of the midst of your streams,

with all the fish of your streams

that stick to your scales.

5 sAnd I will cast you out into the wilderness,

you and all the fish of your streams;

you shall fall ton the open field,

and unot be brought together or gathered.

To the beasts of the earth and to the birds of the heavens

sI give you as food.

 6Then all the inhabitants of Egypt vshall know that I am the LORD.

Because you[1] have been wa staff of reed to the house of Israel, 7xwhen they grasped you with the hand, you broke and tore all their shoulders; and when they leaned on you, you broke and made all their loins to shake.[2] 8Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: yBehold, I will bring a sword upon you, and will cut off from you man and beast, 9and the land of Egypt shall be a desolation and a waste. vThen they will know that I am the LORD.

zBecause you[3] said, The Nile is mine, and I made it, 10therefore, zbehold, I am against you and aagainst your streams, and aI will make the land of Egypt an utter waste and desolation, bfrom Migdol to Syene, as far as the border of Cush. 11cNo foot of man shall pass through it, and no foot of beast shall pass through it; it shall be uninhabited forty years. 12dAnd I will make the land of Egypt a desolation in the midst of desolated countries, and her cities shall be a desolation forty years among cities that are laid waste. eI will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them through the countries.

 13For thus says the Lord GOD: At the end of forty years fI will gather the Egyptians from the peoples among whom they were scattered, 14and gI will restore the fortunes of Egypt and bring them back to hthe land of Pathros, the land of their origin, and there they shall be a lowly kingdom. 15It shall be the most lowly of the kingdoms, iand never again exalt itself above the nations. And I will make them so small that they will never again rule over the nations. 16And it shall never again be jthe reliance of the house of Israel, recalling their iniquity, when they turn to them for aid. kThen they will know that I am the Lord GOD.

 17lIn the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 18mSon of man, nNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made his army labor hard against Tyre. Every head was made bald, and every shoulder was rubbed bare, yet neither he nor his army got anything from Tyre to pay for the labor that he had performed against her. 19Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: oBehold, I will give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; pand he shall carry off its wealth[4] qand despoil it and plunder it; and it shall be the wages for his army. 20rI have given him the land of Egypt as his payment for which he labored, because they worked for me, declares the Lord GOD.

 21On that day sI will cause a horn to spring up for the house of Israel, and tI will open your lips among them. uThen they will know that I am the LORD.

A Lament for Egypt

 EZEKIEL 30 The word of the LORD came to me: 2vSon of man, prophesy, and say, Thus says the Lord GOD:

 wWail, Alas for the day!

3 wFor the day is near,

xthe day of the LORD is near;

it will be ya day of clouds,

a time of doom for[1] the nations.

4 zA sword shall come upon Egypt,

aand anguish shall be in bCush,

when the slain fall in Egypt,

and cher wealth[2] is carried away,

and dher foundations are torn down.

 5bCush, and ePut, and Lud, and fall Arabia, and Libya,[3] and the people of the land that is in league,[4] shall fall with them by the sword.

 6 Thus says the LORD:

gThose who support Egypt shall fall,

and hher proud might shall come down;

ifrom Migdol to Syene

they shall fall within her by the sword,

declares the Lord GOD.

7 jAnd they shall be desolated in the midst of desolated countries,

and their cities shall be in the midst of cities that are laid waste.

8 kThen they will know that I am the LORD,

when lI have set fire to Egypt,

and gall her helpers are broken.

 9On that day mmessengers shall go out from me in ships to terrify the unsuspecting bpeople of Cush, and aanguish shall come upon them on the day of Egypts doom;[5] for, behold, it comes!

 10Thus says the Lord GOD:

 nI will put an end to the wealth of Egypt,

by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

11 He and his people with him, othe most ruthless of nations,

shall be brought in to destroy the land,

zand they shall draw their swords against Egypt

and fill the land with the slain.

12 And pI will qdry up the Nile

and will sell the land into the hand of revildoers;

sI will bring desolation upon the land and everything in it,

by the hand of tforeigners;

uI am the LORD; I have spoken.

 13Thus says the Lord GOD:

 vI will destroy the idols

and put an end to the images in wMemphis;

xthere shall no longer be a prince from the land of Egypt;

so yI will put fear in the land of Egypt.

14 I will make zPathros a desolation

and will set fire to aZoan

band will execute judgments on cThebes.

15 And I will pour out my wrath on Pelusium,

the stronghold of Egypt,

and cut off the multitude[6] of Thebes.

16 And I will set fire to Egypt;

Pelusium shall be in great agony;

Thebes shall be breached,

and wMemphis shall face enemies[7] by day.

17 The young men of On and of Pi-beseth shall fall by the sword,

and the women[8] shall go into captivity.

18 At dTehaphnehes ethe day shall be dark,

when I break there the yoke bars of Egypt,

and fher proud might shall come to an end in her;

she shall be covered by a cloud,

and her daughters shall go into captivity.

19 Thus gI will execute judgments on Egypt.

hThen they will know that I am the LORD.

Egypt Shall Fall to Babylon

 20iIn the eleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 21jSon of man, kI have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and behold, lit has not been bound up, to heal it by binding it with a bandage, so that it may become strong to wield the sword. 22Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt and mwill break his arms, both the strong arm and the one that was broken, and I will make the sword fall from his hand. 23nI will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them through the countries. 24And oI will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon and put pmy sword in his hand, but I will break the arms of Pharaoh, and he will groan before him qlike a man mortally wounded. 25I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh shall fall. rThen they shall know that I am the LORD, swhen I put my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and he stretches it out against the land of Egypt. 26And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them throughout the countries. Then they will know that I am the LORD.

Pharaoh to Be Slain

 EZEKIEL 31 tIn the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 2uSon of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to vhis multitude:

 wWhom are you like in your greatness?

3 Behold, xAssyria was a ycedar in zLebanon,

with beautiful branches and aforest shade,

band of towering height,

its top among the clouds.[1]

4 The waters nourished it;

the deep made it grow tall,

making cits rivers flow

around the place of its planting,

sending forth its streams

to all the trees of the field.

5 So dit towered high

above all the trees of the field;

its boughs grew large

and its branches long

from eabundant water in its shoots.

6 fAll the birds of the heavens

made their nests in its boughs;

under its branches all the beasts of the field

gave birth to their young,

and under its shadow

lived all great nations.

7 It was gbeautiful in its greatness,

in the length of its branches;

efor its roots went down

to abundant waters.

8 hThe cedars iin the garden of God could not rival it,

nor the fir trees equal its boughs;

neither were the plane trees

like its branches;

no tree iin the garden of God

was its equal in beauty.

9 I made it beautiful

in the mass of its branches,

and all the trees of jEden envied it,

that were in the garden of God.

 10Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because kit[2] towered high and set its top among the clouds, and lits heart was proud of its height, 11I will give it into the hand of a mighty one of the nations. He shall surely deal with it as its wickedness deserves. I have cast it out. 12mForeigners, mthe most ruthless of nations, have cut it down and left it. nOn the mountains and in all the valleys its branches have fallen, and its boughs have been broken in all othe ravines of the land, and pall the peoples of the earth have gone away from its shadow and left it. 13qOn its fallen trunk dwell all the birds of the heavens, and on its branches are all the beasts of the field. 14rAll this is in order that no trees by the waters may grow to towering height or set their tops among the clouds, and that no trees that drink water may reach up to them in height. For they are all given over to death, sto the world tbelow, among the children of man,[3] with those who go down to the pit.

 15Thus says the Lord GOD: On the day uthe cedar[4] went down to Sheol I caused mourning; I closed the deep over it, and restrained its rivers, and many waters were stopped. I clothed Lebanon in gloom for it, and all the trees of the field fainted because of it. 16vI made the nations quake at the sound of its fall, uwhen I cast it down to Sheol with those who go down to the pit. wAnd all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, xwere comforted in the world below. 17They also went down to Sheol with it, yto those who are slain by the sword; yes, zthose who were its arm, awho lived under its shadow among the nations.

 18bWhom are you thus like in glory and in greatness wamong the trees of Eden? cYou shall be brought down with wthe trees of Eden to the world below. dYou shall lie among the uncircumcised, ywith those who are slain by the sword.

bThis is Pharaoh and all his multitude, declares the Lord GOD.

A Lament over Pharaoh and Egypt

 EZEKIEL 32 eIn the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 2fSon of man, graise a lamentation over hPharaoh king of Egypt and say to him:

 You consider yourself ia lion of the nations,

but you are like ja dragon kin the seas;

lyou burst forth in your rivers,

trouble the waters with your feet,

and foul their rivers.

3 Thus says the Lord GOD:

mI will throw my net over you

with a host of nmany peoples,

and othey will haul you up in my dragnet.

4 And pI will cast you on the ground;

on the open field I will fling you,

and will cause all the birds of the heavens to settle on you,

and I will gorge the beasts of the whole earth with you.

5 I will strew your flesh qupon the mountains

and fill the valleys with your carcass.[1]

6 I will drench the land even to the mountains

with your flowing blood,

and the ravines will be full of you.

7 rWhen I blot you out, sI will cover the heavens

and make their stars dark;

I will cover the sun with a cloud,

and the moon shall not give its light.

8 All the bright lights of heaven

will I make dark over you,

and tput darkness on your land,

declares the Lord GOD.

 9I will trouble the hearts of many peoples, when I bring your destruction among the nations, into the countries that you have not known. 10uI will make many peoples appalled at you, and the hair of their kings shall bristle with horror because of you, when vI brandish my sword before them. wThey shall tremble every moment, every one for his own life, on the day of your downfall.

 11For thus says the Lord GOD: xThe sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon you. 12I will cause yyour multitude to fall by the swords of mighty ones, all of them zmost ruthless of nations.

 aThey shall bring to ruin the pride of Egypt,

and all its multitude[2] shall perish.

13 I will destroy all its beasts

from beside many waters;

band no foot of man shall trouble them anymore,

nor shall the hoofs of beasts trouble them.

14 Then cI will make their waters clear,

and cause their rivers to run like oil,

declares the Lord GOD.

15 When I make the land of Egypt desolate,

and when the land dis desolate of all that fills it,

when I strike down all who dwell in it,

then ethey will know that I am the LORD.

 16fThis is a lamentation that shall be chanted; the daughters of the nations shall chant it; over Egypt, and over gall her multitude, shall they chant it, declares the Lord GOD.

 17hIn the twelfth year, in the twelfth month,[3] on the fifteenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 18iSon of man, jwail over gthe multitude of Egypt, and ksend them down, her and the daughters of majestic nations, lto the world below, to those who have gone down to the pit:

 19 mWhom do you surpass in beauty?

Go down and nbe laid to rest with the uncircumcised.

 20They shall fall amid those owho are slain by the sword. Egypt[4] is delivered to the sword; drag her away, and pall her multitudes. 21The mighty chiefs qshall speak of them, rwith their helpers, out of the midst of Sheol: They have come down, they lie still, sthe uncircumcised, oslain by the sword.

 22tAssyria is there, and all her company, uits graves all around it, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, 23whose graves are set in vthe uttermost parts of the pit; and her company is all around her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, wwho spread terror xin the land of the living.

 24yElam is zthere, and all her multitude around her grave; all of them aslain, fallen by the sword, who went down uncircumcised into bthe world below, who spread their terror in the land of the living; and cthey bear their shame bwith those who go down to the pit. 25dThey have made her a bed among the slain with all her multitude, eher graves all around it, all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword; for terror of them was spread in the land of the living, and they bear their shame with those who go down to the pit; they are placed among the slain.

 26fMeshech-Tubal is ethere, and all her multitude, eher graves all around it, all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword; for they spread their terror in the land of the living. 27And gthey do not lie with the mighty, the fallen from among the uncircumcised, who went down to Sheol with their weapons of war, whose swords were laid under their heads, and whose iniquities are upon their bones; for the terror of the mighty men was in the land of the living. 28But as for you, you shall be broken hand lie among the uncircumcised, with those who are slain by the sword.

 29iEdom is jthere, her kings and all her princes, who for all their might are laid with those who are killed by the sword; they lie with the uncircumcised, with those who go down to the pit.

 30The princes kof the north are there, all of them, and all the lSidonians, who have gone down in shame with the slain, mfor all the terror that they caused by their might; they lie uncircumcised with those who are slain by the sword, and nbear their shame with those who go down to the pit.

 31When Pharaoh sees them, he owill be comforted for pall his multitude, Pharaoh and all his army, slain by the sword, declares the Lord GOD. 32qFor I spread terror rin the land of the living; and he shall be laid to rest among sthe uncircumcised, with those who are slain by the sword, Pharaoh and all his multitude, declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel Is Israels Watchman

 EZEKIEL 33 The word of the LORD came to me: 2tSon of man, speak to uyour people and say to them, If vI bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from among them, and make him their wwatchman, 3and if he sees the sword coming upon the land and xblows the trumpet and warns the people, 4then if anyone who hears the sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword comes and takes him away, yhis blood shall be upon his own head. 5zHe heard the sound of the trumpet and did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken warning, he would have saved his life. 6aBut if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any one of them, athat person is taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watchmans hand.

 7bSo you, tson of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. bWhenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8cIf I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, cand you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, cthat wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9dBut if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, dthat person shall die in his iniquity, ebut you will have delivered your soul.

Why Will You Die, Israel?

 10And you, fson of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and gwe rot away because of them. hHow then can we live? 11Say to them, iAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, jI have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; kturn back, turn back from your evil ways, kfor why will you die, O house of Israel?

 12tAnd you, son of man, say to lyour people, mThe righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, nand as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, mand the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness[1] when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet mif he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again, othough I say to the wicked, pYou shall surely die, yet qif he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked rrestores the pledge, sgives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks tin the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16uNone of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.

 17Yet lyour people say, vThe way of the Lord is not just, when it is their own way that is not just. 18wWhen the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19And xwhen the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by this. 20Yet you say, The way of the Lord is not just. O house of Israel, yI will judge each of you according to his ways.

Jerusalem Struck Down

 21In the ztwelfth year aof our exile, in the tenth month, on the fifth day of the month, ba fugitive from Jerusalem came to me and said, cThe city has been struck down. 22dNow ethe hand of the LORD had been upon me the evening before the fugitive came; and he had opened my mouth by the time the man came to me in the morning, so my mouth was opened, and I was no longer mute.

 23The word of the LORD came to me: 24fSon of man, the inhabitants of these gwaste places in the land of Israel keep saying, hAbraham was only one man, yet he got possession of the land; but iwe are many; the land is surely given us to possess. 25Therefore say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: jYou eat flesh with the blood and klift up your eyes to your idols and lshed blood; shall you then possess the land? 26mYou rely on the sword, nyou commit abominations, and neach of you defiles his neighbors wife; shall you then possess the land? 27Say this to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: oAs I live, surely those who are in pthe waste places shall fall by qthe sword, and whoever is in the open field I will give to qthe beasts to be devoured, and those who are in rstrongholds and in caves shall die by qpestilence. 28sAnd I will make the land a desolation and a waste, and ther proud might shall come to an end, and uthe mountains of Israel shall be so desolate that none will pass through. 29vThen they will know that I am the LORD, when I have made the land a desolation and a waste because of all their abominations that they have committed.

 30As for you, fson of man, wyour people who talk together about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses, say to one another, each to his brother, Come, and hear what the word is that comes from the LORD. 31xAnd they come to you as people come, and they sit before you as my people, and they hear what you say but they will not do it; for ywith lustful talk in their mouths they act; their heart is set on their gain. 32And behold, you are to them like one who sings lustful songs with a beautiful voice and zplays[2] well on an instrument, for athey hear what you say, but they will not do it. 33bWhen this comesand come it will!cthen they will know that a prophet has been among them.

Prophecy Against the Shepherds of Israel

 EZEKIEL 34 The word of the LORD came to me: 2dSon of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: eAh, shepherds of Israel fwho have been feeding yourselves! gShould not shepherds feed the sheep? 3hYou eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, iyou slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4jThe weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, hthe injured you have not bound up, hthe strayed you have not brought back, kthe lost you have not sought, and with force and lharshness you have ruled them. 5mSo they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and nthey became food for all the wild beasts. 6My sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, owith none to search or seek for them.

 7Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8pAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely because qmy sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, 9therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10Thus says the Lord GOD, rBehold, I am against the shepherds, and sI will require my sheep at their hand and tput a stop to their feeding the sheep. uNo longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. vI will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them.

The Lord GOD Will Seek Them Out

 11For thus says the Lord GOD: wBehold, I, I xmyself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on ya day of clouds and zthick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples aand gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on bthe mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14cI will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. dThere they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15eI myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, dand I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16fI will seek the lost, gand I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and hthe fat and the strong I will destroy.[1] I will feed them in justice.

 17As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: iBehold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and jmale goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of kclear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?

 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and lthrust at all the mweak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue[2] my flock; nthey shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And oI will set up over them one shepherd, pmy servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And qI, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. rI am the LORD; I have spoken.

The LORDs Covenant of Peace

 25sI will make with them a covenant of peace and tbanish wild beasts from the land, uso that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26And I will make them and the places all around my hill va blessing, and wI will send down the showers in their season; they shall be xshowers of blessing. 27yAnd the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase, uand they shall be secure in their land. And zthey shall know that I am the LORD, when aI break the bars of their yoke, and adeliver them from the hand of those who enslaved them. 28nThey shall no more be a prey to the nations, tnor shall the beasts of the land devour them. uThey shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. 29And I will provide for them brenowned plantations so that cthey shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, and no longer dsuffer the reproach of the nations. 30And they shall know that qI am the LORD their God with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Lord GOD. 31And you are my sheep, ehuman sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, declares the Lord GOD.

Prophecy Against Mount Seir

 EZEKIEL 35 The word of the LORD came to me: 2fSon of man, gset your face hagainst iMount Seir, and prophesy against it, 3and say to it, Thus says the Lord GOD: jBehold, I am against you, Mount Seir, and kI will stretch out my hand against you, land I will make you a desolation and a waste. 4mI will lay your cities waste, and you shall become a desolation, and you shall know that I am the LORD. 5Because nyou cherished perpetual enmity and gave over the people of Israel to the power of the sword oat the time of their calamity, pat the time of their final punishment, 6therefore, qas I live, declares the Lord GOD, I will prepare you for blood, and blood shall pursue you; rbecause you did not hate bloodshed, therefore blood shall pursue you. 7lI will make Mount Seir a waste mand a desolation, and I will cut off from it sall who come and go. 8And I will fill tits mountains with the slain. On your hills and in your valleys and in all tyour ravines uthose slain with the sword shall fall. 9lI will make you a perpetual desolation, and myour cities shall not be inhabited. Then vyou will know that I am the LORD.

 10Because you said, wThese two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and xwe will take possession of themalthough the yLORD was there 11therefore, qas I live, declares the Lord GOD, I will deal with you zaccording to the anger and zenvy that you showed because of your hatred against them. And aI will make myself known among them, when I judge you. 12And you shall know that I am the LORD.

bI have heard all the revilings that you uttered against the mountains of Israel, saying, They are laid desolate; cthey are given us to devour. 13And byou magnified yourselves against me dwith your mouth, and multiplied your words against me; I heard it. 14Thus says the Lord GOD: eWhile the whole earth rejoices, I will make you desolate. 15As you frejoiced over the inheritance of the house of Israel, because it was desolate, so I will deal with you; you shall be desolate, gMount Seir, and all Edom, all of it. Then hthey will know that I am the LORD.

	

Prophecy to the Mountains of Israel

 EZEKIEL 36 And you, ison of man, prophesy to jthe mountains of Israel, and say, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD. 2Thus says the Lord GOD: Because kthe enemy said of you, lAha! and, The ancient mheights have become our possession, 3therefore prophesy, and say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Precisely because nthey made you desolate and crushed you from all sides, so that you became the possession of the rest of the nations, and oyou became the talk and evil gossip of the people, 4therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD: Thus says the Lord GOD to pthe mountains and the hills, the ravines and the valleys, qthe desolate wastes and the deserted cities, which have become ra prey and derision to the rest of the nations all around, 5therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Surely I have spoken in smy hot jealousy against the rest of the nations and tagainst all Edom, who ugave my land to themselves as a possession vwith wholehearted joy and wutter contempt, that they might make its pasturelands a prey. 6Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel, and say to jthe mountains and hills, to the ravines and valleys, Thus says the Lord GOD: xBehold, I have spoken in my jealous wrath, because you have suffered ythe reproach of the nations. 7Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: zI swear that the nations that are all around you yshall themselves suffer reproach.

 8But you, O mountains of Israel, ashall shoot forth your branches and yield your fruit to my people Israel, for bthey will soon come home. 9For cbehold, I am for you, and I will turn to you, and dyou shall be tilled and sown. 10And eI will multiply people on you, the whole house of Israel, all of it. fThe cities shall be inhabited and the waste places rebuilt. 11And I will multiply on you gman and beast, and hthey shall multiply and be fruitful. And I will cause you to be inhabited as in iyour former times, and jwill do more good to you than ever before. kThen you will know that I am the LORD. 12I will let people walk on you, even my people Israel. lAnd they shall possess you, and you shall be their inheritance, and you shall no longer mbereave them of children. 13Thus says the Lord GOD: Because they say to you, nYou devour people, and you bereave your nation of children, 14therefore you shall no longer devour people and no longer bereave your nation of children, declares the Lord GOD. 15And I will not let you hear anymore ythe reproach of the nations, and you shall no longer bear the disgrace of the peoples and no longer cause your nation to stumble, declares the Lord GOD.

The LORDs Concern for His Holy Name

 16The word of the LORD came to me: 17oSon of man, when the house of Israel lived in their own land, pthey defiled it by their ways and their deeds. Their ways before me were qlike the uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity. 18So rI poured out my wrath upon them sfor the blood that they had shed in the land, for the idols twith which they had defiled it. 19uI scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the countries. vIn accordance with their ways and their deeds I judged them. 20But when they came to the nations, wherever they came, wthey profaned my holy name, in that people said of them, These are the people of the LORD, and yet they had to go out of his land. 21But I had concern xfor my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations to which they came.

I Will Put My Spirit Within You

 22Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: yIt is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, wwhich you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23zAnd I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. aAnd the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24bI will take you cfrom the nations and gather you from all the countries and dbring you into your own land. 25eI will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from fall your uncleannesses, and gfrom all your idols hI will cleanse you. 26And I will give you ia new heart, and ia new spirit I will put within you. iAnd I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27jAnd I will put my Spirit within you, iand cause you to walk in my statutes and kbe careful to obey my rules.[1] 28lYou shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and myou shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29And nI will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And oI will summon the grain and make it abundant and play no famine upon you. 30qI will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, othat you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31Then ryou will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations. 32yIt is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord GOD; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel.

 33Thus says the Lord GOD: On the day that sI cleanse you from all your iniquities, tI will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste places shall be rebuilt. 34And the land that was desolate shall be tilled, instead of being the desolation that it was in the sight of all who passed by. 35And they will say, This land that was desolate has become like uthe garden of Eden, and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited. 36Then vthe nations that are left all around you shall know that I am the LORD; I have rebuilt the ruined places and wreplanted that which was desolate. xI am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.

 37Thus says the Lord GOD: This also yI will let the house of Israel ask me to do for them: zto increase their people like aa flock. 38Like the flock for sacrifices,[2] blike the flock at Jerusalem during her appointed feasts, so tshall the waste cities be filled with flocks of people. cThen they will know that I am the LORD.

The Valley of Dry Bones

 EZEKIEL 37 dThe hand of the LORD was upon me, and ehe brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley;[1] it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, fSon of man, gcan these bones live? And hI answered, O Lord GOD, you know. 4Then he said to me, iProphesy over these bones, and say to them, jO dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause kbreath[2] to enter you, and you shall live. 6lAnd I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and lcover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, mand you shall know that I am the LORD.

 7So I prophesied nas I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, oa rattling,[3] and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But pthere was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, iProphesy to the breath; prophesy, fson of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from qthe four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live. 10So I prophesied nas he commanded me, and rthe breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

 11Then he said to me, fSon of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, Our bones are dried up, and sour hope is lost; twe are indeed cut off. 12Therefore iprophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, uI will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And vI will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And wyou shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And xI will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; yI have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.

I Will Be Their God, They Shall Be My People

 15The word of the LORD came to me: 16zSon of man, atake a stick[4] and write on it, For bJudah, and cthe people of Israel associated with him; then take another stick and write on it, For bJoseph (the stick of dEphraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him. 17And ejoin them one to another into one stick, that fthey may become gone in your hand. 18And when hyour people say to you, iWill you not tell us what you mean by these? 19say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am about to take jthe stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the jstick of Judah,[5] and kmake them one stick, gthat they may be one in my hand. 20When the sticks on which you write are in your hand lbefore their eyes, 21then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, mI will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and mbring them to their own land. 22And nI will make them one nation in the land, on othe mountains of Israel. And pone king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer qtwo nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23rThey shall not sdefile themselves anymore twith their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But uI will save them from all the backslidings[6] in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and vthey shall be my people, and I will be their God.

 24My servant wDavid xshall be king over them, and they shall all have yone shepherd. zThey shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25aThey shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their childrens children shall dwell there bforever, and David my servant shall be their prince cforever. 26dI will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be ean everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land[7] and fmultiply them, and will gset my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27hMy dwelling place shall be with them, vand I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28Then ithe nations will know that jI am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when gmy sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.

Prophecy Against Gog

 EZEKIEL 38 The word of the LORD came to me: 2kSon of man, lset your face toward mGog, of the land of nMagog, the ochief prince of pMeshech[1] and pTubal, and qprophesy against him 3and say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, rI am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech[2] and Tubal. 4sAnd I will turn you about and tput hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and uall your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in full armor, a great host, all of them with buckler and shield, wielding swords. 5vPersia, wCush, and vPut are with them, all of them with shield and helmet; 6xGomer and all his yhordes; zBeth-togarmah from athe uttermost parts of the north with all his hordesumany peoples are with you.

 7bBe ready and keep ready, you and all your hosts that are assembled about you, and be a guard for them. 8cAfter many days you will be mustered. dIn the latter years you will go against dthe land that is restored from war, the land whose people ewere gathered from many peoples upon fthe mountains of Israel, which had been a continual waste. Its people were brought out from the peoples and gnow dwell securely, all of them. 9You will advance, coming on hlike a storm. You will be ilike a cloud covering the land, you and all your yhordes, and many peoples with you.

 10Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day, jthoughts will come into your mind, and you will devise an evil scheme 11and say, I will go up against kthe land of unwalled villages. I will fall upon lthe quiet people who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having no bars or gates, 12to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against mthe waste places that are now inhabited, and mthe people who were gathered from the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, nwho dwell at the center of the earth. 13oSheba and pDedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all qits leaders[3] will say to you, Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?

 14Therefore, rson of man, prophesy, and say to sGog, Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day when my people Israel are gdwelling securely, twill you not know it? 15You will come from your place out of uthe uttermost parts of the north, you and vmany peoples with you, wall of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. 16You will come up against my people Israel, ilike a cloud covering the land. xIn the latter days I will bring you against my land, that the nations may know me, when through you, O Gog, yI vindicate my holiness before their eyes.

 17Thus says the Lord GOD: Are you zhe of whom I spoke in former days by my servants the prophets of Israel, who in those days prophesied for years that I would bring you against them? 18But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of Israel, declares the Lord GOD, amy wrath will be roused in my anger. 19For bin my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare, On that day cthere shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. 20dThe fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping things that creep on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the earth, eshall quake at my presence. And fthe mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, and every wall shall tumble to the ground. 21gI will summon a sword against Gog[4] on all my mountains, declares the Lord GOD. hEvery mans sword will be against his brother. 22With pestilence and bloodshed iI will enter into judgment with him, and jI will rain upon him and khis hordes and the many peoples who are with him ltorrential rains and hailstones, mfire and sulfur. 23So I will show my greatness and my nholiness and omake myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then pthey will know that I am the LORD.

 EZEKIEL 39 And you, qson of man, rprophesy against sGog and say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, tI am against you, O Gog, uchief prince of vMeshech[1] and vTubal. 2wAnd I will turn you about and drive you forward, and bring you up from xthe uttermost parts of the north, and lead you against the ymountains of Israel. 3Then zI will strike your bow from your left hand, and zwill make your arrows drop out of your right hand. 4aYou shall fall on ythe mountains of Israel, you and all your bhordes and the peoples who are with you. cI will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. 5You shall fall in the open field, for dI have spoken, declares the Lord GOD. 6eI will send fire on fMagog and on those gwho dwell securely in hthe coastlands, and ithey shall know that I am the LORD.

 7And jmy holy name I will make known in the midst of my people Israel, and kI will not let my holy name be profaned anymore. And lthe nations shall know that I am mthe LORD, the Holy One in Israel. 8nBehold, it is coming and it will be brought about, declares the Lord GOD. That is the day oof which I have spoken.

 9Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and pmake fires of the weapons and burn them, shields and bucklers, bow and arrows, qclubs[2] and spears; and they will make fires of them for seven years, 10so that they will not need to take wood out of the field or cut down any out of the forests, for pthey will make their fires of the weapons. rThey will seize the spoil of those who despoiled them, and plunder those who plundered them, declares the Lord GOD.

 11On that day I will give to sGog a place for burial in Israel, the Valley of the Travelers, east of the sea. It will block the travelers, for there Gog and all his multitude will be buried. It will be called the Valley of tHamon-gog.[3] 12For useven months the house of Israel will be burying them, in order vto cleanse the land. 13All the people of the land will bury them, and it will bring them renown on the day that wI show my glory, declares the Lord GOD. 14They will set apart men to travel through the land regularly and bury those travelers remaining on the face of the land, so as vto cleanse it. At[4] the end of xseven months they will make their search. 15And when these travel through the land and anyone sees a human bone, then he shall set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the Valley of yHamon-gog. 16(Hamonah[5] is also the name of the city.) Thus shall they cleanse the land.

 17As for you, zson of man, thus says the Lord GOD: aSpeak to bthe birds of every sort and to ball beasts of the field, Assemble and come, gather from all around to cthe sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 18dYou shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earthof rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them efat beasts of Bashan. 19And you shall eat fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are drunk, at the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you. 20And you shall be filled at my table with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors, declares the Lord GOD.

 21And fI will set my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see gmy judgment that I have executed, and gmy hand that I have laid on them. 22hThe house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God, from that day forward. 23And ithe nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because they dealt so treacherously with me that jI hid my face from them and kgave them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. 24I dealt with them laccording to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my face from them.

The LORD Will Restore Israel

 25Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Now mI will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on nthe whole house of Israel, and oI will be jealous for my holy name. 26They shall pforget their shame and all the treachery they have practiced against me, when qthey dwell securely in their land with rnone to make them afraid, 27swhen I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from their enemies lands, tand through them have vindicated my holiness in the sight of many nations. 28hThen they shall know that I am the LORD their God, because I sent them into exile among the nations and then assembled them into their own land. I will leave none of them remaining among the nations anymore. 29uAnd I will not hide my face anymore from them, when vI pour out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD.

Vision of the New Temple

 EZEKIEL 40 wIn the twenty-fifth year xof our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month, yin the fourteenth year after the city was struck down, on that very day, zthe hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me to the city.[1] 2In avisions of God he brought me to the land of Israel, and set me down on ba very high mountain, on which was a structure like a city to the south. 3When he brought me there, behold, there was ca man whose appearance was dlike bronze, with ea linen cord and fa measuring reed in his hand. And he was standing in the gateway. 4And the man said to me, gSon of man, hlook with your eyes, and hhear with your ears, and set your heart upon all that I shall show you, for you were brought here in order that I might show it to you. iDeclare all that you see to the house of Israel.

The East Gate to the Outer Court

 5And behold, there was ja wall all around the outside of the temple area, and the length of the measuring reed in the mans hand was six long cubits, keach being a cubit and a handbreadth[2] in length. So he measured the thickness of the wall, one reed; and the height, one reed. 6Then he went into lthe gateway facing east, mgoing up its steps, and measured the threshold of the gate, one reed deep.[3] 7And nthe side rooms, one reed long and one reed broad; and the space between the side rooms, five cubits; and the threshold of the gate by the vestibule of the gate at the inner end, one reed. 8Then he measured the vestibule of the gateway, on the inside, one reed. 9Then he measured the vestibule of the gateway, eight cubits; oand its jambs, two cubits; and the vestibule of the gate was at the inner end. 10And there were three side rooms on either side of the east gate. pThe three were of the same size, and the jambs on either side were of the same size. 11Then he measured the width of the opening of the gateway, ten cubits; and the length of the gateway, thirteen cubits. 12There was a barrier before the side rooms, one cubit on either side. And the side rooms were six cubits on either side. 13Then he measured the gate from the ceiling of the one side room to the ceiling of the other, a breadth of twenty-five cubits; the openings faced each other. 14He measured also qthe vestibule, twenty cubits. And around the vestibule of the gateway was the court.[4] 15From the front of the gate at the entrance to the front of the inner vestibule of the gate was fifty cubits. 16And the gateway had rwindows all around, narrowing inwards toward the side rooms and toward their sjambs, and likewise the vestibule had windows all around inside, and on the jambs were tpalm trees.

The Outer Court

 17Then he brought me into uthe outer court. And behold, there were vchambers and a wpavement, all around the court. xThirty chambers faced the pavement. 18And the pavement ran along the side of the gates, corresponding to the length of the gates. This was the lower pavement. 19Then he measured the distance from the inner front of the lower gate to the outer front of the inner court,[5] a hundred cubits on the east side and on the north side.[6]

The North Gate

 20As for ythe gate that faced toward the north, belonging to uthe outer court, he measured its length and its breadth. 21Its nside rooms, three on either side, and its jambs and its vestibule were of the same size as those of zthe first gate. Its length was afifty cubits, and its breadth btwenty-five cubits. 22And cits windows, its vestibule, and cits palm trees were of the same size as those of the gate that faced toward the east. And by seven steps dpeople would go up to it, and find its vestibule before them. 23And opposite the gate on the north, as on the east, was a gate to ethe inner court. And fhe measured from gate to gate, a hundred cubits.

The South Gate

 24And he led me toward the south, and behold, there was a gate on the south. And ghe measured its jambs and its vestibule; they had the same size as the others. 25Both it and its vestibule hhad windows all around, like the windows of the others. Its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty-five cubits. 26And there were seven steps leading up to it, and its vestibule was before them, and it had ipalm trees on its jambs, one on either side. 27And there was a gate on the south of jthe inner court. And he measured from gate to gate toward the south, a hundred cubits.

The Inner Court

 28Then he brought me to jthe inner court through the south gate, and khe measured the south gate. It was of the same size as the others. 29Its lside rooms, its jambs, and its vestibule were of the same size as the others, and both it and its vestibule mhad windows all around. mIts length was fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty-five cubits. 30And there were vestibules all around, twenty-five cubits long and five cubits broad. 31Its vestibule faced the outer court, and ipalm trees were on its jambs, and nits stairway had eight steps.

 32Then he brought me to the inner court on the east side, and ohe measured the gate. It was of the same size as the others. 33Its side rooms, its jambs, and its vestibule were of the same size as the others, and both it and its vestibule had windows all around. Its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty-five cubits. 34pIts vestibule faced the outer court, and it had palm trees on its jambs, on either side, and its stairway had eight steps.

 35Then he brought me to qthe north gate, and rhe measured it. It had the same size as the others. 36Its side rooms, its jambs, and its vestibule were of the same size as the others,[7] and it had windows all around. Its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty-five cubits. 37Its vestibule[8] faced the outer court, and it had palm trees on its jambs, on either side, and its stairway had eight steps.

 38There was sa chamber with its door in the vestibule of the gate,[9] twhere the burnt offering was to be washed. 39And in the vestibule of the gate were two utables on either side, on which the vburnt offering and the wsin offering and the xguilt offering were to be slaughtered. 40And off to the side, on the outside as one goes up to the entrance of the north gate, were two tables; and off to the other side of the vestibule of the gate were two tables. 41yFour tables were on either side of the gate, eight tables, zon which to slaughter. 42And there were four tables aof hewn stone for the burnt offering, a cubit and a half long, and a cubit and a half broad, and one cubit high, on which the instruments were to be laid with which the vburnt offerings and the sacrifices were slaughtered. 43And hooks,[10] a handbreadth long, were fastened all around within. And on the tables the flesh of the offering was to be laid.

Chambers for the Priests

 44On the outside of the inner gateway there were two bchambers[11] in the cinner court, one[12] at the side of the north gate facing south, the other at the side of the south[13] gate facing north. 45And he said to me, This chamber that faces south is for the priests dwho have charge of the temple, 46and the chamber that faces north is for the priests ewho have charge of the altar. These are fthe sons of Zadok, who alone[14] among the sons of Levi may come gnear to the LORD to minister to him. 47And he measured the court, ha hundred cubits long and ha hundred cubits broad, a square. And ithe altar was in front of the temple.

The Vestibule of the Temple

 48Then he brought me to jthe vestibule of the temple and measured the kjambs of the vestibule, five cubits on either side. And the breadth of the gate was fourteen cubits, and the sidewalls of the gate[15] were three cubits on either side. 49lThe length of the vestibule was twenty cubits, and the breadth twelve[16] cubits, and people would go up to it by ten steps.[17] And there were pillars beside the jambs, one on either side.

The Inner Temple

 EZEKIEL 41 Then he brought me to mthe nave and measured the njambs. On each side six cubits[1] was the breadth of the jambs.[2] 2And the breadth of the entrance was ten cubits, and the sidewalls of the entrance were five cubits on either side. And he measured the length of the nave,[3] oforty cubits, and its breadth, ptwenty cubits. 3Then he went qinto the inner room and measured the jambs of the entrance, two cubits; and the entrance, six cubits; and the sidewalls on either side[4] of the entrance, seven cubits. 4And he measured rthe length of the room, twenty cubits, and its breadth, twenty cubits, across sthe nave. And he said to me, This is tthe Most Holy Place.

 5Then he measured the wall of the temple, six cubits thick, and the breadth of uthe side chambers, four cubits, uall around the temple. 6And the side chambers were in three stories, one over another, vthirty in each story. There were offsets[5] all around the wall of the temple to serve as supports for the side chambers, wso that they should not be supported by the wall of the temple. 7And it became broader as it wound upward to the side chambers, because the temple was enclosed upward all around the temple. Thus the temple had a broad area upward, and xso one went up from the lowest story to the top story through the middle story. 8I saw also that the temple had a raised platform all around; the foundations of the side chambers measured a full reed of ysix long cubits. 9The thickness of the outer wall of the side chambers was five cubits. zThe free space between the side chambers of the temple and the 10aother chambers was a breadth of btwenty cubits all around the temple on every side. 11And the doors of the cside chambers opened on dthe free space, one door toward the north, and another door toward the south. And the breadth of the free space was five cubits all around.

 12The building that was facing ethe separate yard on the west side was seventy cubits broad, and the wall of the building was five cubits thick all around, and its length ninety cubits.

 13Then he measured the temple, fa hundred cubits long; and the yard and the building with its walls, a hundred cubits long; 14also the breadth of the east front of the temple and the yard, a hundred cubits.

 15Then he measured the length of gthe building facing the yard that was at the back and hits galleries[6] on either side, a hundred cubits.

The inside of the nave and the vestibules of the court, 16ithe thresholds and jthe narrow windows and the galleries all around the three of them, opposite the threshold, were paneled with wood all around, from the floor up to the windows (now the windows were covered), 17to the space above the door, even to the inner room, and on the outside. And on all the walls all around, inside and outside, was a measured pattern.[7] 18It was carved of kcherubim and lpalm trees, a palm tree between cherub and cherub. Every cherub had two faces: 19ma human face toward the palm tree on the one side, and the face of a young lion toward the palm tree on the other side. They were carved on the whole temple all around. 20From the floor to above the door, cherubim and palm trees were carved; similarly the wall of the nave.

 21The doorposts of nthe nave were squared, and in front of othe Holy Place was something resembling 22pan altar of wood, three cubits high, two cubits long, and two cubits broad.[8] Its corners, its base,[9] and its walls were of wood. He said to me, This is qthe table that is before the LORD. 23The nave and the Holy Place had each ra double door. 24The double doors had two leaves apiece, stwo swinging leaves for each door. 25And on the doors of the nave were carved cherubim and palm trees, tsuch as were carved on the walls. And there was ua canopy[10] of wood in front of vthe vestibule outside. 26And there were jnarrow windows and palm trees on either side, on the sidewalls of the vestibule, wthe side chambers of the temple, and the ucanopies.

The Temples Chambers

 EZEKIEL 42 Then he led me out into xthe outer court, ytoward the north, and he brought me to xthe chambers that were opposite zthe separate yard and opposite athe building on the north. 2The length of the building whose door faced north was ba hundred cubits,[1] and cthe breadth fifty cubits. 3Facing dthe twenty cubits that belonged to the inner court, and facing ethe pavement that belonged to the outer court, was fgallery[2] against gallery in three stories. 4And gbefore the chambers was a passage inward, ten cubits wide and ha hundred cubits long,[3] and gtheir doors were on the north. 5Now the upper chambers were narrower, for the galleries took more away from them than from the lower and middle chambers of the building. 6For they were in three stories, and they had no pillars like the pillars of the courts. Thus the upper chambers were set back from the ground more than the lower and the middle ones. 7And ithere was a wall outside parallel to the chambers, toward the outer court, opposite the chambers, jfifty cubits long. 8For the chambers on the outer court were fifty cubits long, while those opposite kthe nave[4] were la hundred cubits long. 9Below these chambers was man entrance on the east side, as one enters them from the outer court.

 10In the thickness of nthe wall of the court, on the south[5] also, opposite othe yard and opposite othe building, there were pchambers 11with qa passage in front of them. They were similar to the chambers on the north, of the same length and breadth, with the same exits[6] and arrangements and qdoors, 12as were the entrances of the chambers on the south. There was an entrance at the beginning of the passage, the passage before nthe corresponding wall on the east as one enters them.[7]

 13Then he said to me, The north chambers and the south chambers opposite othe yard are the holy chambers, rwhere the priests who approach the LORD sshall eat the tmost holy offerings. There they shall put the most holy offeringstthe grain offering, uthe sin offering, and uthe guilt offeringfor the place is holy. 14When the priests enter the Holy Place, they shall not go out of it into the outer court vwithout laying there the garments in which they minister, for these are holy. vThey shall put on other garments before they go near to that which is for the people.

 15Now when he had finished measuring the interior of the temple area, he led me out by wthe gate that faced east, and measured the temple area all around. 16He measured the east side with xthe measuring reed, 500 cubits by the measuring reed all around. 17He measured the north side, 500 cubits by the measuring reed all around. 18He measured the south side, 500 cubits by the measuring reed. 19Then he turned to the west side and measured, 500 cubits by the measuring reed. 20He measured it on the four sides. It had ya wall around it, z500 cubits long and z500 cubits broad, ato make a separation between the holy and the common.

The Glory of the LORD Fills the Temple

 EZEKIEL 43 Then he led me to bthe gate, the gate facing east. 2And behold, cthe glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And dthe sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and ethe earth shone with his glory. 3And fthe vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen gwhen he[1] came to destroy the city, and just like hthe vision that I had seen iby the Chebar canal. And jI fell on my face. 4As cthe glory of the LORD kentered the temple by the gate facing east, 5lthe Spirit lifted me up and brought me into mthe inner court; and behold, nthe glory of the LORD filled the temple.

 6oWhile the man was standing beside me, pI heard one speaking to me out of the temple, 7and he said to me, qSon of man, this is rthe place of my throne and sthe place of the soles of my feet, twhere I will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel forever. And the house of Israel shall no more udefile my holy name, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoring and by the dead bodies[2] of their kings at their high places,[3] 8by setting their threshold by my threshold and their doorposts beside my doorposts, with vonly a wall between me and them. They have wdefiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed, so I have consumed them in my anger. 9Now let them put away their whoring and the dead bodies of their kings far from me, tand I will dwell in their midst forever.

 10As for you, qson of man, xdescribe to the house of Israel the temple, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities; and they shall measure the plan. 11And if they are ashamed of all that they have done, xmake known to them the design of the temple, its arrangement, yits exits and its entrances, that is, its whole design; and make known to them as well all its statutes and its whole design and all its laws, and write it down zin their sight, so that they may observe all its laws and all its statutes and carry them out. 12This is the law of the temple: the whole territory on the top of athe mountain ball around shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the temple.

The Altar

 13These are the measurements of cthe altar by cubits (the cubit being da cubit and a handbreadth):[4] its base shall be one cubit high[5] and one cubit broad, with a rim of one span[6] around its edge. And this shall be the height of the altar: 14from the base on the ground to the lower ledge, two cubits, with a breadth of one cubit; and from the smaller ledge to the larger ledge, four cubits, with a breadth of one cubit; 15and the altar hearth, four cubits; and from the altar hearth projecting upward, efour horns. 16The altar hearth shall be fsquare, twelve cubits long by twelve broad. 17The ledge also shall be square, fourteen cubits long by fourteen broad, with a rim around it half a cubit broad, and its base one cubit all around. gThe steps of the altar shall face east.

 18And he said to me, hSon of man, thus says the Lord GOD: These are the ordinances for the altar: On the day when it is erected for offering burnt offerings upon it and ifor throwing blood against it, 19you shall give to jthe Levitical priests kof the family of Zadok, who draw near to me to minister to me, declares the Lord GOD, la bull from the herd for a sin offering. 20And myou shall take some of its blood and put it on ethe four horns of the altar and on the four corners of the ledge and upon nthe rim all around. oThus you shall purify the altar and make atonement for it. 21You shall also take the bull of the sin offering, and pit shall be burned in the appointed place belonging to the temple, outside the sacred area. 22And on the second day you shall offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering; and the altar shall be purified, as it was purified with the bull. 23When you have finished opurifying it, you shall offer a bull from the herd without blemish and qa ram from the flock without blemish. 24You shall present them before the LORD, and the priests rshall sprinkle salt on them and offer them up as a burnt offering to the LORD. 25sFor seven days you shall provide daily a male goat for a sin offering; also, a bull from the herd and a ram from the flock, without blemish, shall be provided. 26Seven days shall they make atonement for the altar and cleanse it, and so consecrate it.[7] 27And when they have completed these days, then tfrom the eighth day onward the priests shall offer on the altar your burnt offerings and your upeace offerings, and vI will accept you, declares the Lord GOD.

The Gate for the Prince

 EZEKIEL 44 Then he brought me wback to the outer gate of the sanctuary, xwhich faces east. And it was shut. 2And the LORD said to me, This gate shall remain shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for ythe LORD, the God of Israel, has entered by it. Therefore it shall remain shut. 3Only zthe prince may sit in it ato eat bread before the LORD. He bshall enter by way of the vestibule of the gate, and shall go out by the same way.

 4Then he brought me by way of cthe north gate to the front of the temple, and I looked, and behold, dthe glory of the LORD filled the temple of the LORD. And eI fell on my face. 5And the LORD said to me, fSon of man, mark well, gsee with your eyes, gand hear with your ears all that I shall tell you concerning hall the statutes of the temple of the LORD and all its laws. And mark well hthe entrance to the temple and all the exits from the sanctuary. 6And say to ithe rebellious house,[1] to the jhouse of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: O house of Israel, kenough of all your abominations, 7in ladmitting foreigners, muncircumcised in heart and flesh, to be in my sanctuary, nprofaning my temple, when you offer to me my food, the fat and the blood. You[2] have broken my covenant, in addition to all your abominations. 8And oyou have not kept charge of my holy things, but you have set others to keep my charge for you in my sanctuary.

 9Thus says the Lord GOD: pNo foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the people of Israel, shall enter my sanctuary. 10But qthe Levites who went far from me, going astray from me after their idols rwhen Israel went astray, sshall bear their punishment.[3] 11They shall be tministers in my sanctuary, having oversight uat the gates of the temple and ministering in the temple. They shall slaughter the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and vthey shall stand before the people, to minister to them. 12Because they ministered to them before their idols and became wa stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore I have xsworn concerning them, declares the Lord GOD, and they shall bear their punishment. 13They yshall not come near to me, to serve me as priest, nor come near any of my holy things and the things that are most holy, but zthey shall bear their shame and the abominations that they have committed. 14Yet I will appoint them to keep acharge of the temple, bto do all its service and all that is to be done in it.

Rules for Levitical Priests

 15But cthe Levitical priests, cthe sons of Zadok, who kept athe charge of my sanctuary rwhen the people of Israel went astray from me, shall come near to me dto minister to me. And they shall stand before me to offer me ethe fat and the blood, declares the Lord GOD. 16They shall enter my sanctuary, and they shall approach fmy table, to minister to me, and they shall keep my charge. 17When they enter the gates of the inner court, they shall wear glinen garments. They shall have nothing of wool on them, while they minister at the gates of the inner court, and within. 18They shall have linen turbans on their heads, and linen undergarments around their waists. They shall not bind themselves with anything that causes sweat. 19And when they go out into the outer court to the people, they shall put off the garments in which they have been ministering hand lay them in the holy chambers. And ithey shall put on other garments, jlest they transmit holiness to the people with their garments. 20kThey shall not shave their heads or llet their locks grow long; they shall surely trim the hair of their heads. 21mNo priest shall drink wine when he enters the inner court. 22nThey shall not marry a widow or a divorced woman, but only virgins of the offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow who is the widow of a priest. 23oThey shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the common, and oshow them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean. 24pIn a dispute, they shall act as judges, and they shall judge it according to my judgments. They shall keep my laws and my statutes in all my appointed feasts, and qthey shall keep my Sabbaths holy. 25rThey shall not defile themselves by going near to a dead person. However, for father or mother, for son or daughter, for brother or unmarried sister they may defile themselves. 26sAfter he[4] has become clean, they shall count seven days for him. 27And on the day that he goes into the Holy Place, tinto the inner court, to minister in the Holy Place, uhe shall offer his sin offering, declares the Lord GOD.

 28vThis shall be their inheritance: I am their inheritance: and wyou shall give them no possession in Israel; I am their possession. 29xThey shall eat the grain offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering, and yevery devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs. 30zAnd the first of all the firstfruits of all kinds, and every offering of all kinds from all your offerings, shall belong to the priests. aYou shall also give to the priests the first of your dough, bthat a blessing may rest on your house. 31cThe priests shall not eat of danything, whether bird or beast, that has died of itself or is torn by wild animals.

The Holy District

 EZEKIEL 45 When eyou allot the land as an inheritance, fyou shall set apart for the LORD a portion of the land as a holy district, 25,000 cubits[1] long and 20,000[2] cubits broad. It shall be holy throughout its whole extent. 2gOf this a square plot of 500 by 500 cubits shall be for the sanctuary, with fifty cubits for han open space around it. 3And ifrom this measured district you shall measure off a section 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 broad, jin which shall be the sanctuary, kthe Most Holy Place. 4lIt shall be the holy portion of the land. It shall be for the priests, who minister in the sanctuary and approach the LORD to minister to him, and it shall be a place for their houses and a holy place for the sanctuary. 5mAnother section, 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 cubits broad, shall be for the Levites who minister at the temple, as their possession for cities to live in.[3]

 6Alongside the portion set apart as the holy district nyou shall assign for the property of the city an area 5,000 cubits broad and 25,000 cubits long. oIt shall belong to the whole house of Israel.

The Portion for the Prince

 7pAnd to qthe prince shall belong the land on both sides of the holy district and the property of the city, alongside the holy district and the property of the city, on the west and on the east, corresponding in length to one of the tribal portions, and extending from the western to the eastern boundary 8of the land. It is to be his property in Israel. And rmy princes shall no more oppress my people, but sthey shall let the house of Israel have the land according to their tribes.

 9Thus says the Lord GOD: tEnough, O princes of Israel! Put away violence and oppression, and execute justice and righteousness. Cease uyour evictions of my people, declares the Lord GOD.

 10vYou shall have just balances, a just ephah, and a just bath.[4] 11The ephah and the bath shall be wof the same measure, xthe bath containing one tenth of a homer,[5] and the ephah one tenth of a homer; the homer shall be the standard measure. 12yThe shekel shall be twenty gerahs;[6] twenty shekels plus twenty-five shekels plus fifteen shekels shall be your mina.[7]

 13zThis is the offering that you shall make: one sixth of an ephah from each homer of wheat, and one sixth of an ephah from each homer of barley, 14and as the fixed portion of oil, measured in baths, one tenth of a bath from each cor[8] (the cor, like the homer, contains aten baths).[9] 15And one sheep from every flock of two hundred, from the watering places of Israel for grain offering, burnt offering, and peace offerings, bto make atonement for them, declares the Lord GOD. 16All the people of the land shall be obliged to give this offering to the prince in Israel. 17cIt shall be the princes duty to furnish the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink offerings, at the feasts, the new moons, and the Sabbaths, all the appointed feasts of the house of Israel: he shall provide the sin offerings, grain offerings, burnt offerings, and peace offerings, to make atonement on behalf of the house of Israel.

 18Thus says the Lord GOD: In the first month, don the first day of the month, you shall take a bull from the herd without blemish, and epurify the sanctuary. 19fThe priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering and put it gon the doorposts of the temple, the four corners of the ledge of the altar, and the posts of the gate of the inner court. 20You shall do the same on the seventh day of the month for anyone who has sinned through error or ignorance; so you shall make atonement for the temple.

 21hIn the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall celebrate the Feast of the Passover, and for seven days unleavened bread shall be eaten. 22On that day the prince ishall provide for himself and all the people of the land a young bull for a sin offering. 23And on jthe seven days of the festival he shall provide as a burnt offering to the LORD seven young bulls and seven rams without blemish, on each of the seven days; and ka male goat daily for a sin offering. 24And lhe shall provide as ma grain offering an ephah for each bull, an ephah for each ram, and a hin[10] of oil to each ephah. 25nIn the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month and for the seven days of the feast, ohe shall make the same provision for sin offerings, burnt offerings, and grain offerings, and for the oil.

The Prince and the Feasts

 EZEKIEL 46 Thus says the Lord GOD: pThe gate of qthe inner court that faces east shall be shut on the six working days, but on the Sabbath day it shall be opened, and ron the day of the new moon it shall be opened. 2sThe prince shall enter by the vestibule of the gate from outside, and shall take his stand by tthe post of the gate. uThe priests shall offer his burnt offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at vthe threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not be shut until evening. 3wThe people of the land shall bow down at the entrance of that gate before the LORD on the Sabbaths and on the new moons. 4xThe burnt offering that the prince offers to the LORD yon the Sabbath day shall be six lambs without blemish and a ram without blemish. 5And zthe grain offering with the ram shall be an ephah,[1] and the grain offering with the lambs shall be aas much as he is able, together with a hin[2] of oil to each ephah. 6On the day of the new moon he shall offer a bull from the herd without blemish, and six lambs and a ram, which shall be without blemish. 7As a grain offering he shall provide an ephah with the bull and an ephah with the ram, and with the lambs bas much as he is able, together with a hin of oil to each ephah. 8cWhen the prince enters, he shall enter by the vestibule of the gate, and he shall go out by the same way.

 9dWhen the people of the land ecome before the LORD at the appointed feasts, he who enters by the north gate to worship shall go out by the south gate, and he who enters by the south gate shall go out by the north gate: no one shall return by way of the gate by which he entered, but each shall go out straight ahead. 10When they enter, fthe prince shall enter with them, and when they go out, he shall go out.

 11At the feasts and the appointed festivals, zthe grain offering with a young bull shall be an ephah, and with a ram an ephah, and with the lambs bas much as one is able to give, together with a hin of oil to an ephah. 12When the prince provides ga freewill offering, either a burnt offering or peace offerings as a freewill offering to the LORD, hthe gate facing east shall be opened for him. And he shall offer his burnt offering or his peace offerings ias he does on the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and after he has gone out the gate shall be shut.

 13jYou shall provide a lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering to the LORD daily; morning by morning you shall provide it. 14And kyou shall provide a grain offering with it morning by morning, one sixth of an ephah, and one third of a hin of oil to moisten the flour, as a grain offering to the LORD. This is a perpetual statute. 15Thus the lamb and the meal offering and the oil shall be provided, morning by morning, for la regular burnt offering.

 16Thus says the Lord GOD: If the prince makes a gift to any of his sons as his inheritance, it shall belong to his sons. It is their property by inheritance. 17But if he makes a gift mout of his inheritance to one of his servants, it shall be his to nthe year of liberty. Then it shall revert to the prince; surely it is his inheritanceit shall belong to his sons. 18oThe prince shall not take any of the inheritance of the people, pthrusting them out of their property. He shall give his sons their inheritance out of his own property, so that none of my people shall be qscattered from his property.

Boiling Places for Offerings

 19Then he brought me through the entrance, which was rat the side of the gate, to the north row of sthe holy chambers for the priests, and behold, a place was there at the extreme western end of them. 20And he said to me, This is the place where the priests tshall boil the guilt offering and the sin offering, and where uthey shall bake the grain offering, in order not to bring them out into the outer court and so vtransmit holiness to the people.

 21Then he brought me out to the outer court and led me around to the four corners of the court. And behold, in each corner of the court there was another court 22in the four corners of the court were small[3] courts, forty cubits[4] long and thirty broad; the four were of the same size. 23On the inside, around each of the four courts was a row of masonry, with hearths made at the bottom of the rows all around. 24Then he said to me, These are the kitchens where those who wminister at the temple tshall boil the sacrifices of the people.

Water Flowing from the Temple

 EZEKIEL 47 Then he brought me back to xthe door of the temple, and behold, ywater was issuing from below zthe threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of athe altar. 2Then he brought me out by way of bthe north gate and led me around on the outside to cthe outer gate that faces toward the east; and behold, the water was trickling out on the south side.

 3Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, dthe man measured a thousand cubits,[1] and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 4Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. 5Again he measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. 6And he said to me, eSon of man, fhave you seen this?

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river gvery many trees on the one side and on the other. 8And he said to me, This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into hthe Arabah, and enters the sea;[2] when the water flows into ithe sea, the water will become fresh.[3] 9And wherever the river goes,[4] every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea[5] may become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes. 10Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From jEngedi to kEneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of lthe Great Sea.[6] 11But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 12And on the banks, mon both sides of the river, there will grow nall kinds of trees for food. oTheir leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, pbut they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and ptheir leaves for healing.

Division of the Land

 13Thus says the Lord GOD: This is the boundary[7] by which qyou shall divide the land for inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel. rJoseph shall have two portions. 14And you shall divide equally what sI swore tto give to your fathers. uThis land shall fall to you as your inheritance.

 15This shall be the boundary of the land: On the north side, from lthe Great Sea vby way of Hethlon to Lebo-hamath, and on to wZedad,[8] 16xBerothah, Sibraim (which lies on the border between yDamascus and vHamath), as far as Hazer-hatticon, which is on the border of Hauran. 17So the boundary shall run from the sea to zHazar-enan, which is on the northern border of Damascus, with the border of Hamath to the north.[9] This shall be the north side.[10]

 18On the east side, the boundary shall run between Hauran and Damascus; along the Jordan between aGilead and the land of Israel; to bthe eastern sea and as far as Tamar.[11] This shall be the east side.

 19On the south side, it shall run from cTamar as far as dthe waters of Meribah-kadesh, from there along ethe Brook of Egypt[12] to fthe Great Sea. This shall be the south side.

 20On the west side, the Great Sea shall be the boundary to a point vopposite Lebo-hamath. This shall be the west side.

 21gSo you shall divide this land among you according to the tribes of Israel. 22hYou shall allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and ifor the sojourners who reside among you and have had children among you. jThey shall be to you as native-born children of Israel. With you they shall be allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. 23In whatever tribe the sojourner resides, there you shall assign him his inheritance, declares the Lord GOD.

 EZEKIEL 48 These are the names of the tribes: Beginning at the northern extreme, beside kthe way of Hethlon lto Lebo-hamath, as far as mHazar-enan (which is on the northern border of nDamascus over against Hamath), and[1] extending from the east side to the west,[2] oDan, one portion. 2Adjoining the territory of Dan, from the east side to the west, oAsher, one portion. 3Adjoining the territory of Asher, from the east side to the west, oNaphtali, one portion. 4Adjoining the territory of Naphtali, from the east side to the west, Manasseh, one portion. 5Adjoining the territory of Manasseh, from the east side to the west, Ephraim, one portion. 6Adjoining the territory of Ephraim, from the east side to the west, Reuben, one portion. 7Adjoining the territory of Reuben, from the east side to the west, Judah, one portion.

 8Adjoining the territory of Judah, from the east side to the west, shall be pthe portion which you shall set apart, 25,000 cubits[3] in breadth, and in length equal to one of the tribal portions, from the east side to the west, with qthe sanctuary in the midst of it. 9The portion that you shall set apart for the LORD shall be 25,000 cubits in length, and 20,000[4] in breadth. 10rThese shall be the allotments of the holy portion: the priests shall have an allotment measuring 25,000 cubits on the northern side, 10,000 cubits in breadth on the western side, 10,000 in breadth on the eastern side, and 25,000 in length on the southern side, with the sanctuary of the LORD in the midst of it. 11This shall be for sthe consecrated priests, tthe sons of Zadok, who kept my charge, who did not go astray when the people of Israel went astray, uas the Levites did. 12And it shall belong to them as a special portion from the holy portion of the land, a most holy place, adjoining the territory of the Levites. 13vAnd alongside the territory of the priests, the Levites shall have an allotment 25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 in breadth. The whole length shall be 25,000 cubits and the breadth 20,000.[5] 14They wshall not sell or exchange any of it. They shall not alienate xthis choice portion of the land, for it is holy to the LORD.

 15yThe remainder, 5,000 cubits in breadth and 25,000 in length, shall be zfor common use for the city, for dwellings and for aopen country. In the midst of it shall be the city, 16and these shall be its measurements: bthe north side 4,500 cubits, the south side 4,500, the east side 4,500, and the west side 4,500. 17And the city shall have open land: on the north 250 cubits, on the south 250, on the east 250, and on the west 250. 18The remainder of the length alongside the holy portion shall be 10,000 cubits to the east, and 10,000 to the west, and it shall be alongside the holy portion. cIts produce shall be food for the workers of the city. 19And the workers of the city, from all the tribes of Israel, shall till it. 20The whole portion that dyou shall set apart shall be 25,000 cubits square, that is, the holy portion together with the property of the city.

 21eWhat remains on both sides of the holy portion and of the property of the city shall belong to the prince. Extending from the 25,000 cubits of the holy portion to the east border, and westward from the 25,000 cubits to the west border, parallel to the tribal portions, it shall belong to the prince. fThe holy portion with the sanctuary of the temple shall be in its midst. 22It shall be separate from the property of the Levites and the property of the city, which are in the midst of that which belongs to the prince. The portion of the prince shall lie between the territory of Judah and the territory of Benjamin.

 23As for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west, Benjamin, one portion. 24Adjoining the territory of Benjamin, from the east side to the west, Simeon, one portion. 25Adjoining the territory of Simeon, from the east side to the west, Issachar, one portion. 26Adjoining the territory of Issachar, from the east side to the west, Zebulun, one portion. 27Adjoining the territory of Zebulun, from the east side to the west, Gad, one portion. 28And adjoining the territory of Gad to the south, the boundary shall run gfrom Tamar to the waters of gMeribah-kadesh, from there along the Brook of Egypt[6] to hthe Great Sea.[7] 29This is the land that iyou shall allot as an inheritance among the tribes of Israel, and these are their portions, declares the Lord GOD.

The Gates of the City

 30These shall be jthe exits of the city: On the north side, which is to be k4,500 cubits by measure, 31lthree gates, the gate of mReuben, the gate of mJudah, and the gate of mLevi, the gates of the city being named after the tribes of Israel. 32On the east side, which is to be 4,500 cubits, three gates, the gate of Joseph, the gate of Benjamin, and the gate of Dan. 33On the south side, which is to be 4,500 cubits by measure, three gates, the gate of Simeon, the gate of Issachar, and the gate of Zebulun. 34On the west side, which is to be 4,500 cubits, three gates,[8] the gate of Gad, the gate of Asher, and the gate of Naphtali. 35The circumference of the city shall be 18,000 cubits. And nthe name of the city from that time on shall be, oThe LORD Is There.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or from God

[2] 1:4 Or amber; also verse 27

[3] 1:12 Or Spirit; also twice in verse 20 and once in verse 21

[4] 1:15 Hebrew of their faces

[5] 1:17 Hebrew on their four sides

[6] 1:20 Or the spirit of life; also verse 21

[7] 1:26 Or lapis lazuli

[8] 1:27 Or it


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or Son of Adam; so throughout Ezekiel

[2] 2:6 Or on scorpion plants


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 3

[1] 3:12 Or the wind; also verse 14

[2] 3:12 Or sound

[3] 3:15 Or Chebar, and to where they dwelt

[4] 3:18 Or in; also verses 19, 20

[5] 3:22 Or plain; also verse 23


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 4

[1] 4:4 Or iniquity; also verses 5, 6, 17

[2] 4:9 A type of wheat

[3] 4:10 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

[4] 4:10 Or at a set time daily; also verse 11

[5] 4:11 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters

[6] 4:14 Hebrew my soul (or throat) has never been made unclean

[7] 4:16 Hebrew staff


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 5

[1] 5:7 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac lack not

[2] 5:8 The same Hebrew expression can mean obey rules, or execute judgments, depending on the context

[3] 5:11 Some Hebrew manuscripts I will cut you down

[4] 5:15 Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, Targum; Masoretic Text And it shall be

[5] 5:16 Hebrew them

[6] 5:16 Hebrew staff


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 Or and punished

[2] 6:14 Some Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts Diblah


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 Or earth

[2] 7:5 Some Hebrew manuscripts (compare Syriac, Targum); most Hebrew manuscripts Disaster! A unique disaster!

[3] 7:7 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain; also verse 10

[4] 7:11 The meaning of this last Hebrew sentence is uncertain

[5] 7:12 Or abundance; also verses 13, 14

[6] 7:13 The meaning of this last Hebrew sentence is uncertain

[7] 7:22 Or secret

[8] 7:23 Probably refers to an instrument of captivity

[9] 7:24 By revocalization (compare Septuagint); Hebrew and those who sanctify them

[10] 7:26 Or instruction


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 8

[1] 8:2 By revocalization (compare Septuagint); Hebrew of fire

[2] 8:2 Or amber

[3] 8:17 Or my


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Or lapis lazuli

[2] 10:11 Hebrew to their four sides

[3] 10:11 Hebrew the head

[4] 10:12 Or their whole body, their backs, their hands, and their wings

[5] 10:17 Or spirit of life


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 11

[1] 11:3 Or Is not the time near... ; ?

[2] 11:15 Hebrew the men of your redemption

[3] 11:16 Or in small measure

[4] 11:21 Hebrew To the heart of their detestable things and their abominations their heart goes; I will


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 12

[1] 12:3 Or will see that

[2] 12:10 Or This burden is

[3] 12:10 Hebrew in the midst of them

[4] 12:22 The Hebrew for you is plural

[5] 12:23 Hebrew word


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 13

[1] 13:10 Or plaster; also verses 11, 14, 15


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 14

[1] 14:10 Or iniquity; three times in this verse

[2] 14:13 Hebrew staff


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 16

[1] 16:10 Or with rich fabric

[2] 16:15 Or were unfaithful; also verses 16, 17, 26, 28

[3] 16:15 Or unfaithfulness; also verses 20, 22, 25, 26, 29, 33, 34, 36

[4] 16:15 Hebrew it

[5] 16:16 The meaning of this Hebrew sentence is uncertain

[6] 16:25 Hebrew spreading your legs

[7] 16:30 Revocalization yields How I am filled with anger against you

[8] 16:57 Some manuscripts (compare Syriac) of Edom

[9] 16:61 Or not apart from


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 17

[1] 17:5 Hebrew in a field of seed

[2] 17:13 Hebrew seed

[3] 17:21 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, Targum; most Hebrew manuscripts all the fugitives


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 18

[1] 18:2 The Hebrew for you is plural

[2] 18:8 That is, profit that comes from charging interest to the poor; also verses 13, 17 (compare Leviticus 25:36)

[3] 18:17 Septuagint; Hebrew from the poor

[4] 18:30 Or lest iniquity be your stumbling block


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 19

[1] 19:7 Hebrew knew

[2] 19:9 Or in a wooden collar

[3] 19:10 Some Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts in your blood

[4] 19:11 Or the clouds


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 20

[1] 20:5 Hebrew I lifted my hand; twice in this verse; also verses 6, 15, 23, 28, 42

[2] 20:29 Bamah means high place

[3] 20:31 Hebrew and make your children pass through the fire

[4] 20:45 Ch 21:1 in Hebrew

[5] 20:46 Or toward Teman


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 21

[1] 21:1 Ch 21:6 in Hebrew

[2] 21:2 Some Hebrew manuscripts, compare Septuagint, Syriac against their sanctuary

[3] 21:10 Probable reading; Hebrew The rod of my son despises everything of wood

[4] 21:13 Or For it is a testing; and what if even the rod despises? It shall not be!

[5] 21:14 Hebrew its third

[6] 21:15 Hebrew many stumbling blocks

[7] 21:15 The meaning of the Hebrew word rendered taken up is uncertain

[8] 21:21 Or household idols

[9] 21:25 Or slain; also verse 29


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 22

[1] 22:4 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, Targum; most Hebrew manuscripts until

[2] 22:12 That is, profit that comes from charging interest to the poor (compare Leviticus 25:36)


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 23

[1] 23:3 Hebrew nipples; also verses 8, 21

[2] 23:11 Hebrew than she

[3] 23:21 Vulgate, Syriac; Hebrew bosom for the sake of

[4] 23:24 Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown

[5] 23:37 Or have even made pass through the fire

[6] 23:42 Or Sabeans

[7] 23:43 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 24

[1] 24:5 Compare verse 10; Hebrew the bones

[2] 24:6 Hebrew no lot has fallen upon it

[3] 24:10 Or empty out the broth

[4] 24:12 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 25

[1] 25:5 Hebrew and the Ammonites

[2] 25:8 Septuagint lacks and Seir


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 26

[1] 26:7 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar; so throughout Ezekiel


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 27

[1] 27:15 Hebrew; Septuagint Rhodes

[2] 27:17 The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown

[3] 27:19 Probable reading; Hebrew wool of Sahar, Vedan, and Javan


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 28

[1] 28:12 The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

[2] 28:13 Or lapis lazuli

[3] 28:13 The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

[4] 28:14 The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

[5] 28:16 Or banished you


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 29

[1] 29:6 Hebrew they

[2] 29:7 Syriac (compare Psalm 69:23); Hebrew to stand

[3] 29:9 Hebrew he

[4] 29:19 Or multitude


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 30

[1] 30:3 Hebrew lacks doom for

[2] 30:4 Or multitude; also verse 10

[3] 30:5 With Septuagint; Hebrew Cub

[4] 30:5 Hebrew and the sons of the land of the covenant

[5] 30:9 Hebrew the day of Egypt

[6] 30:15 Or wealth

[7] 30:16 Or distress

[8] 30:17 Or the cities; Hebrew they


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 31

[1] 31:3 Or its top went through the thick boughs; also verses 10, 14

[2] 31:10 Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew you

[3] 31:14 Or of Adam

[4] 31:15 Hebrew it


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 32

[1] 32:5 Hebrew your height

[2] 32:12 Or wealth

[3] 32:17 Hebrew lacks in the twelfth month

[4] 32:20 Hebrew She


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 33

[1] 33:12 Hebrew by it

[2] 33:32 Hebrew like the singing of lustful songs with a beautiful voice and one who plays


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 34

[1] 34:16 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate I will watch over

[2] 34:22 Or save


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 36

[1] 36:27 Or my just decrees

[2] 36:38 Hebrew flock of holy things


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 37

[1] 37:1 Or plain; also verse 2

[2] 37:5 Or spirit; also verses 6, 9, 10

[3] 37:7 Or an earthquake (compare 3:12, 13)

[4] 37:16 Or one piece of wood; also verses 17, 19, 20

[5] 37:19 Hebrew And I will place them on it, the stick of Judah

[6] 37:23 Many Hebrew manuscripts; other Hebrew manuscripts dwellings

[7] 37:26 Hebrew lacks in their land


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 38

[1] 38:2 Or Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech

[2] 38:3 Or Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech

[3] 38:13 Hebrew young lions

[4] 38:21 Hebrew against him


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 39

[1] 39:1 Or Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech

[2] 39:9 Or javelins

[3] 39:11 Hamon-gog means the multitude of Gog

[4] 39:14 Or Until

[5] 39:16 Hamonah means multitude


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 40

[1] 40:1 Hebrew brought me there

[2] 40:5 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters; a handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters

[3] 40:6 Hebrew deep, and one threshold, one reed deep

[4] 40:14 Text uncertain; Hebrew And he made the jambs sixty cubits, and to the jamb of the court was the gateway all around

[5] 40:19 Hebrew distance from before the low gate before the inner court to the outside

[6] 40:19 Or cubits. So far the eastern gate; now to the northern gate.

[7] 40:36 One manuscript (compare verses 29 and 33); most manuscripts lack were of the same size as the others

[8] 40:37 Septuagint, Vulgate (compare verses 26, 31, 34); Hebrew jambs

[9] 40:38 Hebrew at the jambs, the gates

[10] 40:43 Or shelves

[11] 40:44 Septuagint; Hebrew were chambers for singers

[12] 40:44 Hebrew lacks one

[13] 40:44 Septuagint; Hebrew east

[14] 40:46 Hebrew lacks alone

[15] 40:48 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks was fourteen cubits, and the sidewalls of the gate

[16] 40:49 Septuagint; Hebrew eleven

[17] 40:49 Septuagint; Hebrew and by steps that would go up to it


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 41

[1] 41:1 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 41:1 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew tent

[3] 41:2 Hebrew its length

[4] 41:3 Septuagint; Hebrew and the breadth

[5] 41:6 Septuagint, compare 1 Kings 6:6; the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[6] 41:15 The meaning of the Hebrew term is unknown; also verse 16

[7] 41:17 Hebrew were measurements

[8] 41:22 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks two cubits broad

[9] 41:22 Septuagint; Hebrew length

[10] 41:25 The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown; also verse 26


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 42

[1] 42:2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 42:3 The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown; also verse 5

[3] 42:4 Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew and a way of one cubit

[4] 42:8 Or temple

[5] 42:10 Septuagint; Hebrew east

[6] 42:11 Hebrew and all their exits

[7] 42:12 The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 43

[1] 43:3 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Vulgate; most Hebrew manuscripts when I

[2] 43:7 Or the monuments; also verse 9

[3] 43:7 Or at their deaths

[4] 43:13 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters; a handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters

[5] 43:13 Or its gutter shall be one cubit deep

[6] 43:13 A span was about 9 inches or 22 centimeters

[7] 43:26 Hebrew fill its hand


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 44

[1] 44:6 Septuagint; Hebrew lacks house

[2] 44:7 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew They

[3] 44:10 Or iniquity; also verse 12

[4] 44:26 That is, a priest


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 45

[1] 45:1 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 45:1 Septuagint; Hebrew ten

[3] 45:5 Septuagint; Hebrew as their possession, twenty chambers

[4] 45:10 An ephah was about 3/5 of a bushel or 22 liters; a bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters

[5] 45:11 A homer was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[6] 45:12 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams; a gerah was about 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram

[7] 45:12 A mina was about 1 1/4 pounds or 0.6 kilogram

[8] 45:14 A cor was about 6 bushels or 220 liters

[9] 45:14 See Vulgate; Hebrew (ten baths are a homer, for ten baths are a homer)

[10] 45:24 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 46

[1] 46:5 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[2] 46:5 A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters

[3] 46:22 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[4] 46:22 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 47

[1] 47:3 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 47:8 That is, the Dead Sea

[3] 47:8 Hebrew will be healed; also verses 9, 11

[4] 47:9 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, Targum; Hebrew the two rivers go

[5] 47:9 Hebrew lacks the waters of the sea

[6] 47:10 That is, the Mediterranean Sea; also verses 15, 19, 20

[7] 47:13 Probable reading; Hebrew The valley of the boundary

[8] 47:15 Septuagint; Hebrew the entrance of Zedad, Hamath

[9] 47:17 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[10] 47:17 Probable reading; Hebrew and as for the north side

[11] 47:18 Compare Syriac; Hebrew to the eastern sea you shall measure

[12] 47:19 Hebrew lacks of Egypt


Footnotes for Ezekiel, Chapter 48

[1] 48:1 Probable reading; Hebrew and they shall be his

[2] 48:1 Septuagint (compare verses 28); Hebrew the east side the west

[3] 48:8 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[4] 48:9 Compare 45:1; Hebrew ten

[5] 48:13 Septuagint; Hebrew 10,000

[6] 48:28 Hebrew lacks of Egypt

[7] 48:28 That is, the Mediterranean Sea

[8] 48:34 One Hebrew manuscript, Syriac (compare Septuagint); most Hebrew manuscripts their gates three
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Daniel

Daniel Taken to Babylon

 DANIEL 1 In the third year of athe reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of bthe vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to cthe land of Shinar, to the house of his god, dand placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 3Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, ehis chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family[1] and of fthe nobility, 4youths without gblemish, of good appearance and hskillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the kings palace, and to iteach them the literature and language of the jChaldeans. 5The king assigned them a daily portion of kthe food that the king ate, and of lthe wine that he drank. They were to be educated for mthree years, and at the end of that time they were to nstand before the king. 6Among these were oDaniel, pHananiah, pMishael, and pAzariah of the tribe of Judah. 7And ethe chief of the eunuchs qgave them names: rDaniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.

Daniels Faithfulness

 8But Daniel sresolved that he would not tdefile himself with kthe kings food, or with lthe wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to tdefile himself. 9uAnd God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king. 11Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12Test your servants for vten days; let us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat kthe kings food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see. 14So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. 15At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate kthe kings food. 16wSo the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave them xvegetables.

 17As for these four youths, yGod gave them learning and zskill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had aunderstanding in all visions and dreams. 18At the end of bthe time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19And the king spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore cthey stood before the king. 20And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all dthe magicians and eenchanters that were in all his kingdom. 21And Daniel fwas there until the first year of gKing Cyrus.

Nebuchadnezzars Dream

 DANIEL 2 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; hhis spirit was troubled, and ihis sleep left him. 2Then the king commanded that dthe magicians, ethe enchanters, the jsorcerers, and kthe Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and lstood before the king. 3And the king said to them, I had a dream, and hmy spirit is troubled to know the dream. 4Then kthe Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic,[1] mO king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation. 5The king answered and said to kthe Chaldeans, The word from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you shall be ntorn limb from limb, nand your ohouses shall be laid in ruins. 6But if you show the dream and its interpretation, pyou shall receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. qTherefore show me the dream and its interpretation. 7They answered a second time and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show its interpretation. 8The king answered and said, I know with certainty that you are trying to rgain time, because you see that the word from me is firm 9if you do not make the dream known to me, sthere is but one sentence for you. You have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till tthe times change. uTherefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can show me its interpretation. 10vThe Chaldeans answered the king and said, There is not a man on earth who can meet the kings demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or vChaldean. 11The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can show it to the king except wthe gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.

 12Because of this the king was angry and xvery furious, and ycommanded that all zthe wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 13So the decree went out, and the wise men were about to be killed; and they sought aDaniel and his companions, to kill them. 14Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to bArioch, the ccaptain of the kings guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 15He declared[2] to Arioch, the kings captain, Why is the decree of the king dso urgent? Then Arioch made the matter known to Daniel. 16And Daniel went in and requested the king to appoint him a time, that he might show the interpretation to the king.

God Reveals Nebuchadnezzars Dream

 17Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to eHananiah, eMishael, and eAzariah, his companions, 18fand told them to seek mercy from the gGod of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions might not hbe destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in ia vision of the night. Then Daniel jblessed the gGod of heaven. 20Daniel answered and said:

 kBlessed be the name of God forever and ever,

lto whom belong wisdom and might.

21 mHe changes times and seasons;

nhe removes kings and sets up kings;

ohe gives wisdom to the wise

oand knowledge to those who have understanding;

22 phe reveals deep and hidden things;

phe knows what is in the darkness,

qand the light dwells with him.

23 To you, O rGod of my fathers,

sI give thanks and praise,

for tyou have given me wisdom and might,

and have now made known to me what uwe asked of you,

for you have made known to us the kings matter.

 24Therefore Daniel went in to vArioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will show the king the interpretation.

 25Then vArioch brought in Daniel before the king win haste and said thus to him: I have found xamong the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the interpretation. 26The king declared to Daniel, ywhose name was Belteshazzar, zAre you able to make known to me the dream that I have seen and its interpretation? 27Daniel answered the king and said, No wise men, aenchanters, amagicians, or bastrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28but cthere is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar dwhat will be in the latter days. Your dream and ethe visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: 29To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, fand he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 30But gas for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that hyou may know the thoughts of your mind.

Daniel Interprets the Dream

 31You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. 32iThe head of this image was of fine gold, jits chest and arms of silver, its middle and jthighs of bronze, 33kits legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34As you looked, a stone was cut out lby no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and mbroke them in pieces. 35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became nlike the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that onot a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became pa great mountain qand filled the whole earth.

 36This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37You, O king, rthe king of kings, to whom sthe God of heaven thas given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, 38and into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, uthe beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making you rule over them allyou are vthe head of gold. 39wAnother kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom vof bronze, xwhich shall rule over all the earth. 40And ythere shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron zbreaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall zbreak and crush all these. 41And as you saw athe feet and toes, partly of potters clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the yfirmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft clay. 42And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 43As you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage,[3] but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44And in the days of those kings bthe God of heaven will set up ca kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. dIt shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and cit shall stand forever, 45just as eyou saw that fa stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that dit broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A ggreat God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.

Daniel Is Promoted

 46Then King Nebuchadnezzar hfell upon his face and ipaid homage to Daniel, and commanded that jan offering and kincense be offered up to him. 47The king answered and said to Daniel, Truly, your lGod is God of gods and mLord of kings, and na revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery. 48Then the king gave Daniel high honors and many great ogifts, and made him ruler over the whole pprovince of Babylon and qchief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49Daniel made a request of the king, and he rappointed sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of pthe province of Babylon. But Daniel tremained at the kings court.

Nebuchadnezzars Golden Image

 DANIEL 3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits[1] and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on uthe plain of Dura, in vthe province of Babylon. 2Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather wthe satraps, the prefects, and xthe governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3Then wthe satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4And the herald yproclaimed aloud, You are commanded, O zpeoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear the asound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you bare to fall down and worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately cbe cast into a burning fiery furnace. 7Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all zthe peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

The Fiery Furnace

 8Therefore at that time certain dChaldeans ecame forward and maliciously accused the Jews. 9They declared[2] to King Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live forever! 10You, O king, fhave made a decree, that every man who ghears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, gshall fall down and worship the golden image. 11And whoever does not fall down and worship cshall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12There are certain Jews whom you have happointed over the affairs of vthe province of Babylon: iShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, jpay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.

 13Then Nebuchadnezzar kin furious rage commanded that iShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when lyou hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good.[3] But if you do not worship, cyou shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And mwho is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?

 16iShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If this be so, nour God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.[4] 18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.

 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was ofilled with fury, and the expression of his face pwas changed against iShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army qto bind iShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21Then these men were qbound in their cloaks, their tunics,[5] their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22Because the kings order was rurgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell qbound into the burning fiery furnace.

 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was tastonished and rose up uin haste. He declared to his vcounselors, Did we not cast three men wbound into the fire? They answered and said to the king, True, O king. 25He answered and said, But I see four men unbound, xwalking in the midst of the fire, and they yare not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like za son of the gods.

 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the aMost High God, come out, and come here! Then sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the bsatraps, the prefects, the governors, and vthe kings counselors gathered together and saw that cthe fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their dcloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, Blessed be the God of sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who ehas sent his angel and fdelivered his servants, who gtrusted in him, and set aside[6] the kings command, and yielded up their bodies rather than hserve and worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore iI make a decree: Any jpeople, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego kshall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way. 30Then the king promoted sShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in lthe province of Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar Praises God

 DANIEL 4 [1] King Nebuchadnezzar to all mpeoples, nations, and languages, nthat dwell in all the earth: oPeace be multiplied to you! 2It has seemed good to me to show the psigns and wonders that the qMost High God has done for me.

 3 How great are phis signs,

how mighty his pwonders!

rHis kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

rand his dominion endures from generation to generation.

Nebuchadnezzars Second Dream

 4[2] I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace. 5I saw a dream that made me afraid. As I lay in bed the fancies and sthe visions of my head alarmed me. 6So tI made a decree that uall the wise men of Babylon should be brought before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream. 7Then vthe magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers came in, and I told them the dream, but wthey could not make known to me its interpretation. 8At last Daniel came in before mehe who was named xBelteshazzar after the name of my god, and in whom is ythe spirit of the holy gods[3]and I told him the dream, saying, 9O Belteshazzar, zchief of the magicians, because I know that ythe spirit of the holy gods is in you and that no amystery is too difficult for you, tell me sthe visions of my dream that I saw and their interpretation. 10sThe visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw, and bbehold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. 11cThe tree grew and became strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth. 12dIts leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. eThe beasts of the field found shade under it, and ethe birds of the heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it.

 13I saw in sthe visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, fa watcher, ga holy one, came down from heaven. 14He hproclaimed aloud and said thus: iChop down the tree and jlop off its branches, jstrip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. jLet the beasts flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 15But leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, amid the tender grass of the field. Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth. 16Let his mind be changed from a mans, and let a beasts mind be given to him; kand let seven periods of time lpass over him. 17The sentence is by the decree of fthe watchers, the decision by the word of gthe holy ones, to the end that the living may know that the Most High mrules the kingdom of men nand gives it to whom he will and osets over it the lowliest of men. 18This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. And you, O pBelteshazzar, tell me the interpretation, because qall the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the interpretation, but you are able, for rthe spirit of the holy gods is in you.

Daniel Interprets the Second Dream

 19Then Daniel, whose name was pBelteshazzar, was sdismayed for a while, and this thoughts alarmed him. The king answered and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation alarm you. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, umay the dream be for those who hate you uand its interpretation for your enemies! 20vThe tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth, 21wwhose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under which beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the heavens lived 22xit is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. yYour greatness has grown and reaches to heaven, yand your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23And because the king saw za watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, aChop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, and let him be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till bseven periods of time pass over him, 24this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king, 25cthat you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall be made dto eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and bseven periods of time shall pass over you, till eyou know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will. 26And as it was commanded fto leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 27Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by gpracticing righteousness, hand your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, ithat there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.

Nebuchadnezzars Humiliation

 28All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30and the king answered and said, jIs not this great Babylon, which I have built by kmy mighty power as a royal residence and for kthe glory of my majesty? 31lWhile the words were still in the kings mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 32mand you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, muntil you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will. 33Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. mHe was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles feathers, and his nails were like birds claws.

Nebuchadnezzar Restored

 34nAt the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and omy reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored phim who lives forever,

 qfor his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

and qhis kingdom endures from generation to generation;

35 rall the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,

and she does according to his will among the host of heaven

and among the inhabitants of the earth;

tand none can stay his hand

or usay to him, What have you done?

 36At the same time vmy reason returned to me, and for wthe glory of my kingdom, wmy majesty and splendor returned to me. xMy counselors and ymy lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was zadded to me. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, apraise and extol and honor the bKing of heaven, cfor all his works are right and his ways are just; and dthose who walk in pride he is able to humble.

The Handwriting on the Wall

 DANIEL 5 eKing Belshazzar fmade a great feast for a thousand of his glords and drank wine in front of the thousand.

 2eBelshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that hthe vessels of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father[1] had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3Then they brought in hthe golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4They drank wine and ipraised the jgods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

 5kImmediately lthe fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the kings palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw mthe hand as it wrote. 6nThen the kings color changed, oand his thoughts alarmed him; phis limbs gave way, and qhis knees knocked together. 7rThe king called loudly to bring in rthe enchanters, the sChaldeans, and tthe astrologers. The king declared[2] to the wise men of Babylon, uWhoever reads this writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and vshall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 8Then all the kings wise men came in, but wthey could not read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. 9Then King Belshazzar was greatly xalarmed, and his ncolor changed, and his ylords were perplexed.

 10The queen,[3] because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting hall, and the queen declared, zO king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you aor your color change. 11There is a man in your kingdom bin whom is the spirit of the holy gods.[4] In the days of your father, clight and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your fatheryour father the kingdmade him chief of the magicians, renchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 12ebecause an excellent spirit, knowledge, and funderstanding fto interpret dreams, explain riddles, and gsolve problems were found in this Daniel, hwhom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.

Daniel Interprets the Handwriting

 13Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, You are that Daniel, one of ithe exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. 14I have heard of you that bthe spirit of the gods[5] is in you, and that clight and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15Now jthe wise men, the kenchanters, have been brought in before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but lthey could not show the interpretation of the matter. 16mBut I have heard that you can give interpretations and nsolve problems. oNow if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, oyou shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and pshall be the third ruler in the kingdom.

 17Then Daniel answered and said before the king, qLet your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to him the interpretation. 18O king, the rMost High God sgave tNebuchadnezzar your father ukingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 19And because of the greatness that he gave him, vall peoples, nations, and languages wtrembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. 20But xwhen his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, yhe was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. 21zHe was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, zuntil he knew that the rMost High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22And you his son,[6] aBelshazzar, bhave not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23but you have lifted up yourself against cthe Lord of heaven. And dthe vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. eAnd you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, fbut the God in whose hand is your breath, and gwhose are all your ways, hyou have not honored.

 24Then from his presence ithe hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 26This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered[7] the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27TEKEL, jyou have been weighed[8] in the balances and found wanting; 28PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to kthe Medes and lPersians.[9]

 29Then aBelshazzar gave the command, and Daniel mwas clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

 30nThat very night aBelshazzar the oChaldean king was killed. 31[10] And pDarius kthe Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

Daniel and the Lions Den

 DANIEL 6 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom q120 rsatraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2and over them sthree high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these rsatraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3Then this Daniel became tdistinguished above all sthe other high officials and rsatraps, because uan excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned vto set him over the whole kingdom. 4Then sthe high officials and rthe satraps wsought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, xbut they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, xand no error or fault was found in him. 5Then these men said, We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.

 6Then these shigh officials and rsatraps came by agreement[1] to the king and said to him, O yKing Darius, live forever! 7All the shigh officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the zcounselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an ainjunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish athe injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to bthe law of cthe Medes and the Persians, dwhich cannot be revoked. 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and ainjunction.

 10When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where ehe had windows in his upper chamber open ftoward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees gthree times a day and prayed and hgave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 11Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. 12Then they icame near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, O king! Did you not sign jan injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing stands fast, according to the law of cthe Medes and Persians, dwhich cannot be revoked. 13Then they answered and said before the king, kDaniel, who is one lof the exiles kfrom Judah, mpays no attention to you, O king, or jthe injunction you have signed, but makes his petition gthree times a day.

 14Then nthe king, when he heard these words, nwas much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no jinjunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.

 16Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared[2] to Daniel, May oyour God, whom you serve continually, deliver you! 17pAnd a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, qand the king sealed it rwith his own signet and with the signet of his slords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; tno diversions were brought to him, and usleep fled from him.

 19Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of vthe living God, ohas your God, whom you serve continually, wbeen able to deliver you from the lions? 21Then Daniel said to the king, xO king, live forever! 22My God ysent his angel zand shut the lions mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless abefore him; aand also before you, O king, I have done no harm. 23Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and bno kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24And the king commanded, and cthose men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lionsthey, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.

 25Then King Darius wrote to all dthe peoples, nations, and languages ethat dwell in all the earth: fPeace be multiplied to you. 26gI make a decree, that in all my royal dominion hpeople are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel,

 for ihe is jthe living God,

enduring forever;

his kingdom shall never be destroyed,

jand his dominion shall be kto the end.

27 He delivers and rescues;

he works lsigns and wonders

in heaven and on earth,

he who has msaved Daniel

from the power of the lions.

 28So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and nthe reign of oCyrus the Persian.

Daniels Vision of the Four Beasts

 DANIEL 7 In the first year of pBelshazzar king of Babylon, qDaniel saw a dream and rvisions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 2Daniel declared,[1] I saw in my vision by night, and behold, sthe four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3And four great beasts tcame up out of the sea, different from one another. 4The first was like a lion and had eagles wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5And behold, uanother beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, Arise, devour much flesh. 6After this I looked, and behold, another, like a vleopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and wdominion was given to it. 7After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, xterrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; xit devoured and broke in pieces xand stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and yit had ten horns. 8I considered the horns, and behold, zthere came up among them another horn, a little one, zbefore which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and aa mouth speaking great things.

The Ancient of Days Reigns

 9As I looked,

 bthrones were placed,

and the cAncient of Days took his seat;

dhis clothing was white as snow,

and ethe hair of his head like pure wool;

his throne was fiery flames;

fits wheels were burning fire.

10 gA stream of fire issued

and came out from before him;

ha thousand thousands iserved him,

hand ten thousand times ten thousand jstood before him;

the kcourt sat in judgment,

and lthe books were opened.

 11I looked then because of the sound of athe great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, mthe beast was killed, and its body destroyed mand given over to be burned with fire. 12As for the rest of the beasts, ntheir dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

The Son of Man Is Given Dominion

 13I saw in the night visions,

 and obehold, with the clouds of heaven

there came one like a son of man,

and he came to the cAncient of Days

and was presented before him.

14 pAnd to him was given dominion

and glory and a kingdom,

that all qpeoples, nations, and languages

should serve him;

rhis dominion is an everlasting dominion,

which shall not pass away,

and his kingdom one

that shall not be destroyed.

Daniels Vision Interpreted

 15As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me[2] was anxious, and sthe visions of my head alarmed me. 16I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the things. 17tThese four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. 18But uthe saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.

 19Then I desired to know the truth about vthe fourth beast, which was different from all the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 20wand about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 21As I looked, this horn xmade war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22until the yAncient of Days came, and ujudgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when uthe saints possessed the kingdom.

 23Thus he said: As for vthe fourth beast,

 there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth,

which shall be different from all the kingdoms,

and it shall devour the whole earth,

and trample it down, and break it to pieces.

24 As for the ten horns,

out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,

and another shall arise after them;

he shall be different from the former ones,

and shall put down three kings.

25 zHe shall speak words against the Most High,

and shall wear out the saints of the Most High,

and shall think to achange the times and the law;

and they shall be given into his hand

for ba time, times, and half a time.

26 cBut the court shall sit in judgment,

and dhis dominion shall be taken away,

to be consumed and destroyed eto the end.

27 fAnd the kingdom and the dominion

and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven

shall be given to the people of fthe saints of the Most High;

ghis kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom,

and all dominions shall serve and obey him.[3]

 28Here is the end of the matter. hAs for me, Daniel, my ithoughts greatly alarmed me, jand my color changed, but kI kept the matter in my heart.

Daniels Vision of the Ram and the Goat

 DANIEL 8 In the third year of the reign of lKing Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, Daniel, mafter that which appeared to me mat the first. 2And I saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in nSusa the citadel, which is in the province of oElam. And pI saw in the vision, pand I was at the qUlai canal. 3I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, ra ram standing on the bank of the canal. It had two horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last. 4I saw sthe ram charging westward and northward and southward. No tbeast ucould stand before him, vand there was no one who could rescue from his power. wHe did as he pleased and xbecame great.

 5As I was considering, behold, a ymale goat came from the west across the face of the whole earth, without touching the ground. And the goat had ya conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6He came to zthe ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing on the bank of the canal, aand he ran at him in his powerful wrath. 7I saw him come close to the ram, band he was enraged against him and struck the ram and broke his two horns. cAnd the ram had no power to stand before him, but he dcast him down to the ground and trampled on him. And there was no one who could rescue the ram from his power. 8Then ythe goat ebecame exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great horn was broken, and instead of it there came up four fconspicuous horns toward fthe four winds of heaven.

 9Out of one of them came ga little horn, which grew exceedingly great toward hthe south, toward the east, and toward ithe glorious land. 10jIt grew great, keven to the host of heaven. And some of the host kand some[1] of lthe stars it threw down to the ground and mtrampled on them. 11nIt became great, even as great as othe Prince of the host. pAnd the regular burnt offering was taken away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown. 12And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering because of transgression,[2] and it will throw truth to the ground, and qit will act and prosper. 13Then I heard ra holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one who spoke, sFor how long is the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, tthe transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot? 14And he said to me,[3] For 2,300 uevenings and mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.

The Interpretation of the Vision

 15When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I vsought to understand it. And behold, there stood before me one having wthe appearance of a man. 16xAnd I heard a mans voice xbetween the banks of the yUlai, and it called, zGabriel, make this man understand the vision. 17So he came near where I stood. And when he came, aI was frightened band fell on my face. But he said to me, Understand, cO son of man, that the vision is for dthe time of the end.

 18And when he had spoken to me, eI fell into a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But fhe touched me and made me stand up. 19He said, Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of gthe indignation, for it refers to hthe appointed time of the end. 20As for ithe ram that you saw with the two horns, these are the kings of jMedia and Persia. 21And kthe goat[4] is the king of Greece. And kthe great horn between his eyes is lthe first king. 22mAs for the horn that was broken, in place of which four others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from his[5] nation, nbut not with his power. 23And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 24His power shall be greatobut not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction pand shall succeed in what he does, qand destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25rBy his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind she shall become great. tWithout warning he shall destroy many. And he sshall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be brokenbut uby no human hand. 26The vision of vthe evenings and the mornings that has been told wis true, but xseal up the vision, yfor it refers to many days from now.

 27And zI, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose and went about the kings business, but I was appalled by the vision aand did not understand it.

Daniels Prayer for His People

 DANIEL 9 bIn the first year of cDarius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a dMede, who was made king over the realm of the eChaldeans 2in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to fthe word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.

 3Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by gprayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 4I prayed to the LORD my God and hmade confession, saying, iO Lord, the igreat and awesome God, who jkeeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 5kwe have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly land rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. 6mWe have not listened to nyour servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to oour kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7To you, pO Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, qthose who are near and qthose who are far away, in rall the lands to which you have driven them, because of sthe treachery that they have committed against you. 8To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because kwe have sinned against you. 9tTo the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him 10mand have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set before us by nhis servants the prophets. 11uAll Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, vrefusing to obey your voice. wAnd the curse and oath xthat are written in the Law of yMoses the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because kwe have sinned against him. 12He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against zour rulers who ruled us,[1] by abringing upon us a great calamity. bFor under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what has been done against Jerusalem. 13xAs it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, cturning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. 14dTherefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, efor the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and fwe have not obeyed his voice. 15And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt gwith a mighty hand, and hhave made a name for yourself, as at this day, iwe have sinned, we have done wickedly.

 16O Lord, jaccording to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, kyour holy hill, lbecause for our sins, and for mthe iniquities of our fathers, nJerusalem and your people have become oa byword among all who are around us. 17Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord,[2] pmake your face to shine upon qyour sanctuary, which is desolate. 18rO my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see sour desolations, and tthe city that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 19O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. uDelay not, vfor your own sake, O my God, because tyour city and wyour people are called by your name.

Gabriel Brings an Answer

 20xWhile I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my plea before the LORD my God for ythe holy hill of my God, 21while I was speaking in prayer, the man zGabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, acame to me in swift flight at bthe time of the evening sacrifice. 22cHe made me understand, speaking with me and saying, O Daniel, I have now come out to give you dinsight and understanding. 23eAt the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, fand I have come to tell it to you, for gyou are greatly loved. Therefore consider the word hand understand the vision.

The Seventy Weeks

 24iSeventy weeks[3] are decreed about your people and jyour holy city, to finish kthe transgression, to put an end to sin, land to atone for iniquity, mto bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and nto anoint a most holy place.[4] 25oKnow therefore and understand that pfrom the going out of the word to restore and qbuild Jerusalem to the coming of an ranointed one, a sprince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again[5] with squares and moat, tbut in a troubled time. 26And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall ube cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come vshall destroy the city and the sanctuary. wIts[6] end shall come with a flood, xand to the end there shall be war. yDesolations are decreed. 27And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week,[7] and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. zAnd on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until athe decreed end is poured out on the desolator.

Daniels Terrifying Vision of a Man

 DANIEL 10 bIn the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word was revealed to Daniel, cwho was named Belteshazzar. And dthe word was true, and it was a great conflict.[1] And ehe understood the word and ehad understanding of the vision.

 2In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for fthree weeks. 3I ate no delicacies, no meat or wine entered my mouth, nor did I ganoint myself at all, for fthe full three weeks. 4On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing hon the bank of the great river (ithat is, the Tigris) 5jI lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, ka man clothed in linen, lwith a belt of fine mgold from Uphaz around his waist. 6His body was like nberyl, his face olike the appearance of lightning, phis eyes like flaming torches, his arms and qlegs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and qthe sound of his words like the sound of a multitude. 7rAnd I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled to hide themselves. 8So I was left alone and saw this great vision, and sno strength was left in me. My radiant appearance was fearfully changed,[2] tand I retained no strength. 9Then I heard the sound of his words, uand as I heard the sound of his words, I fell on my face in deep sleep uwith my face to the ground.

 10And behold, va hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11And he said to me, O Daniel, wman greatly loved, xunderstand the words that I speak to you, and ystand upright, for znow I have been sent to you. And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12Then he said to me, aFear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you bset your heart to understand and bhumbled yourself before your God, cyour words have been heard, dand I have come because of your words. 13eThe prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me ftwenty-one days, but gMichael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 14dand came to make you understand what is to happen to your people hin the latter days. For ithe vision is for days yet to come.

 15When he had spoken to me according to these words, jI turned my face toward the ground kand was mute. 16And behold, lone in the likeness of the children of man mtouched my lips. Then I opened my mouth and spoke. I said to him who stood before me, O my lord, by reason of the vision pains have come upon me, and nI retain no strength. 17How can my lords servant talk with my lord? For now no strength remains in me, and no breath is left in me.

 18Again lone having the appearance of a man mtouched me and strengthened me. 19And he said, oO man greatly loved, pfear not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage. And as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me. 20Then he said, Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will return to fight against the qprince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of rGreece will come. 21But I will tell you swhat is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none who contends by my side against these except tMichael, your prince.

The Kings of the South and the North

 DANIEL 11 And as for me, uin the first year of uDarius the Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen him.

 2And now I will show you vthe truth. Behold, three more kings shall arise in Persia, and a fourth shall be far richer than all of them. And when he has become strong through his riches, he shall stir up all against the kingdom of Greece. 3Then wa mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion and xdo as he wills. 4And as soon as he has arisen, yhis kingdom shall be broken and divided ytoward the zfour winds of heaven, but anot to his posterity, nor according to the authority with which he ruled, for his kingdom shall be plucked up and go to others besides these.

 5Then the king of the south shall be strong, but one of his princes shall be stronger than he band shall rule, and his authority shall be a great authority. 6After some years cthey shall make an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement. But she shall not retain the strength of her arm, and he and his arm shall not endure, but she shall be given up, and her attendants, he who fathered her, and he who supported[1] her in those times.

 7And from a branch from her roots one shall arise in his place. He shall come against the army and enter the dfortress of the king of the north, and he shall deal with them and shall prevail. 8He shall also carry off to Egypt their gods with their metal images and their precious evessels of silver and gold, and for some years he shall refrain from attacking the king of the north. 9Then the latter shall come into the realm of the king of the south but shall return to his own land.

 10His sons shall wage war and assemble a multitude of great forces, which shall keep coming fand overflow and pass through, and again shall carry the war as far as his dfortress. 11Then the king of the south, gmoved with rage, shall come out and fight against the king of the north. hAnd he shall raise a great multitude, but it shall be given into his hand. 12And when the multitude is taken away, his heart shall be exalted, and he shall cast down tens of thousands, but he shall not prevail. 13For the king of the north shall again iraise a multitude, greater than the first. And jafter some years[2] he shall come on with a great army and abundant supplies.

 14In those times many shall rise against the king of the south, and the violent among your own people shall lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, but kthey shall fail. 15Then the king of the north shall come and lthrow up siegeworks and take a well-fortified city. And the forces of the south shall not stand, or even his best troops, for there shall be no strength to stand. 16But he who comes against him shall mdo as he wills, and nnone shall stand before him. And he shall stand in othe glorious land, with destruction in his hand. 17He shall pset his face to come with the strength of his whole kingdom, and he shall bring terms of an agreement and perform them. He shall give him the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom,[3] but it shall not stand or be to his advantage. 18Afterward he shall turn his face to the coastlands and shall capture many of them, but a commander shall put an end to his insolence. Indeed,[4] he qshall turn his insolence back upon him. 19Then he shall turn his face back toward the rfortresses of his own land, but he shall sstumble and fall, tand shall not be found.

 20Then shall arise in his place one who shall send an uexactor of tribute for the glory of the kingdom. But within a few days he shall be broken, neither in anger nor in battle. 21In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not been given. vHe shall come in without warning and obtain the kingdom wby flatteries. 22Armies shall be xutterly swept away before him and broken, even the prince of the covenant. 23And from the time that an alliance is made with him he shall act deceitfully, and he shall become strong with a small people. 24yWithout warning he shall come into zthe richest parts[5] of the province, and he shall do what neither his fathers nor his fathers fathers have done, scattering among them plunder, spoil, and goods. He shall devise plans against strongholds, but only for a time. 25And he shall stir up his power and his heart against athe king of the south with a great army. And the king of the south shall wage war with an exceedingly great and mighty army, but he shall not stand, for plots shall be devised against him. 26Even those who eat his food shall break him. His army shall be bswept away, and many shall fall down slain. 27And as for the two kings, their hearts shall be bent on doing evil. They shall speak lies at the same table, but to no avail, for cthe end is yet to be at the time appointed. 28And he shall return to his land with great wealth, but his heart shall be set against the holy covenant. And he shall work his will and return to his own land.

 29At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it shall not be this time as it was before. 30For ships of dKittim shall come against him, and he shall be afraid and withdraw, and shall turn back and ebe enraged and etake action against the holy covenant. He shall turn back and pay attention to those who forsake the holy covenant. 31Forces from him shall appear and fprofane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the regular burnt offering. And gthey shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. 32He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their God shall stand firm and take action. 33hAnd the wise among the people shall make many understand, though for some days they shall stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and plunder. 34When they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves to them with flattery, 35and some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be refined, ipurified, and jmade white, until kthe time of the end, kfor it still awaits the appointed time.

 36And the king shall ldo as he wills. mHe shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, nand shall speak astonishing things against othe God of gods. pHe shall prosper qtill the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. 37He shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall not pay attention to any other god, for mhe shall magnify himself above all. 38He shall honor the god of fortresses instead of these. A god whom his fathers did not know he shall honor rwith gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 39He shall deal with the strongest fortresses with the help of a foreign god. Those who acknowledge him he shall load with honor. He shall make them rulers over many and sshall divide the land for a price.[6]

 40tAt the time of the end, the king of the south shall attack[7] him, but the king of the north shall rush upon him ulike a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships. And he shall come into countries and vshall overflow and pass through. 41He shall come into wthe glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these shall be delivered out of his hand: xEdom and xMoab and the main part of the xAmmonites. 42He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all the precious things of Egypt, and the yLibyans and the zCushites shall follow in his train. 44But news from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go out with great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction. 45And he shall pitch his palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain. Yet he shall come to his end, with none to help him.

The Time of the End

 DANIEL 12 At that time shall arise aMichael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And bthere shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, ceveryone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2And many of those who dsleep in ethe dust of the earth shall eawake, fsome to everlasting life, and fsome to shame and everlasting contempt. 3gAnd those who are wise hshall shine like the brightness of the sky above;[1] and ithose who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 4But you, Daniel, jshut up the words and kseal the book, until lthe time of the end. mMany shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.

 5Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on nthis bank of the stream and one on that bank of the stream. 6And someone said to othe man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream,[2] pHow long shall it be till the end of these wonders? 7And I heard othe man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; qhe raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and rswore by him who lives forever that it would be for a stime, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of tthe power of tthe holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished. 8I heard, ubut I did not understand. Then I said, O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things? 9He said, vGo your way, Daniel, wfor the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end. 10xMany shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but ythe wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, gbut those who are wise shall understand. 11And from the time that zthe regular burnt offering is taken away and athe abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. 12bBlessed is he who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. 13cBut go your way till the end. dAnd you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at ethe end of the days.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 1

[1] 1:3 Hebrew of the seed of the kingdom


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 2

[1] 2:4 The text from this point to the end of chapter 7 is in Aramaic

[2] 2:15 Aramaic answered and said; also verse 26

[3] 2:43 Aramaic by the seed of men


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 3:9 Aramaic answered and said; also verses 24, 26

[3] 3:15 Aramaic lacks well and good

[4] 3:17 Or If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us, he will deliver us from the burning fiery furnace and out of your hand, O king.

[5] 3:21 The meaning of the Aramaic words rendered cloaks and tunics is uncertain; also verse 27

[6] 3:28 Aramaic and changed


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Ch 3:31 in Aramaic

[2] 4:4 Ch 4:1 in Aramaic

[3] 4:8 Or Spirit of the holy God; also verses 9, 18


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 Or predecessor; also verses 11, 13, 18

[2] 5:7 Aramaic answered and said; also verse 10

[3] 5:10 Or queen mother; twice in this verse

[4] 5:11 Or Spirit of the holy God

[5] 5:14 Or Spirit of God

[6] 5:22 Or successor

[7] 5:26 MENE sounds like the Aramaic for numbered

[8] 5:27 TEKEL sounds like the Aramaic for weighed

[9] 5:28 PERES (the singular of Parsin) sounds like the Aramaic for divided and for Persia

[10] 5:31 Ch 6:1 in Aramaic


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 Or came thronging; also verses 11, 15

[2] 6:16 Aramaic answered and said; also verse 20


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 Aramaic answered and said

[2] 7:15 Aramaic within its sheath

[3] 7:27 Or their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey them


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 8

[1] 8:10 Or host, that is, some

[2] 8:12 Or in an act of rebellion

[3] 8:14 Hebrew; Septuagint, Theodotion, Vulgate to him

[4] 8:21 Or the shaggy goat

[5] 8:22 Theodotion, Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew the


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 9

[1] 9:12 Or our judges who judged us

[2] 9:17 Hebrew for the Lord's sake

[3] 9:24 Or sevens; also twice in verse 25 and once in verse 26

[4] 9:24 Or thing, or one

[5] 9:25 Or there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It shall be built again

[6] 9:26 Or His

[7] 9:27 Or seven; twice in this verse


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Or and it was about a great conflict

[2] 10:8 Hebrew My splendor was changed to ruin


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 11

[1] 11:6 Or obtained

[2] 11:13 Hebrew at the end of the times

[3] 11:17 Hebrew her, or it

[4] 11:18 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[5] 11:24 Or among the richest men

[6] 11:39 Or land as payment

[7] 11:40 Hebrew thrust at


Footnotes for Daniel, Chapter 12

[1] 12:3 Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:68

[2] 12:6 Or who was upstream; also verse 7
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Hosea

 HOSEA 1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, ain the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of bJeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.

Hoseas Wife and Children

 2When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, cGo, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have dchildren of whoredom, for ethe land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD. 3So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

 4And the LORD said to him, Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while fI will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and gI will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5And on that day hI will break the bow of Israel iin the Valley of Jezreel.

 6She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the LORD said to him, jCall her name No Mercy,[1] for kI will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all. 7But lI will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the LORD their God. I mwill not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.

 8When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. 9And the LORD said, nCall his name Not My People,[2] for oyou are not my people, and I am not your God.[3]

 10[4] Yet pthe number of the children of Israel shall be qlike the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. rAnd sin the place where it was said to them, oYou are not my people, it shall be said to them, tChildren[5] of uthe living God. 11And vthe children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and wthey shall appoint for themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel.

Israels Unfaithfulness Punished

 HOSEA 2 [1] Say to your brothers, xYou are my people,[2] and to your sisters, yYou have received mercy.[3]

 2 Plead with your mother, plead

for zshe is not my wife,

and I am not her husband

that she put away aher whoring from her face,

and her adultery from between her breasts;

3 lest bI strip her naked

and make her as cin the day she was born,

and dmake her like a wilderness,

and make her like a parched land,

and kill her with thirst.

4 eUpon her children also I will have no mercy,

fbecause they are children of whoredom.

5 For gtheir mother has played the whore;

she who conceived them has acted shamefully.

For hshe said, I will go after my lovers,

who igive me my bread and my water,

my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.

6 Therefore jI will hedge up her[4] way with thorns,

and kI will build a wall against her,

so that she cannot find her paths.

7 She shall pursue her lovers

but not overtake them,

and she shall seek them

but shall not find them.

lThen she shall say,

I will go and return to mmy first husband,

lfor it was better for me then than now.

8 And nshe did not know

that it was oI who gave her

pthe grain, the wine, and the oil,

and who lavished on qher silver and gold,

rwhich they used for Baal.

9 Therefore sI will take back

my grain in its time,

and my wine in its season,

and sI will take away my wool and my flax,

which were to cover her nakedness.

10 Now tI will uncover her lewdness

in the sight of her lovers,

and no one shall rescue her out of my hand.

11 uAnd I will put an end to all her mirth,

her feasts, her vnew moons, her vSabbaths,

and all her wappointed feasts.

12 And xI will lay waste her vines and her fig trees,

yof which she said,

These are zmy wages,

which my lovers have given me.

I will make them a forest,

aand the beasts of the field shall devour them.

13 And bI will punish her for cthe feast days of the Baals

when she burned offerings to them

and dadorned herself with her ring and jewelry,

and went after her lovers

and forgot me, declares the LORD.

The LORDs Mercy on Israel

 14 Therefore, behold, I will allure her,

and ebring her into the wilderness,

and fspeak tenderly to her.

15 And there I will give her her vineyards

and make the Valley of Achor[5] a door of hope.

And there she shall answer gas in the days of her youth,

as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.

 16And hin that day, declares the LORD, you will call me My Husband, and no longer will you call me My Baal. 17For iI will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no more. 18And jI will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And kI will abolish[6] the bow, the sword, and war from the land, and I will make you lie down in lsafety. 19And I will betroth you to me mforever. nI will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 20nI will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And oyou shall know the LORD.

 21 And pin that day qI will answer, declares the LORD,

I will answer the heavens,

and they shall answer the earth,

22 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil,

and they shall answer rJezreel,[7]

23 and sI will sow her for myself in the land.

And tI uwill have mercy on No Mercy,[8]

and vI will say to Not My People,[9] wYou are my people;

and he shall say, You are my God.

Hosea Redeems His Wife

 HOSEA 3 And the LORD said to me, xGo again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins. 2So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a yhomer and a lethech[1] of barley. 3And I said to her, You must zdwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will I also be to you. 4For the children of Israel zshall dwell many days awithout king or prince, bwithout sacrifice or cpillar, without dephod or ehousehold gods. 5Afterward fthe children of Israel shall return and gseek the LORD their God, and hDavid their king, iand they shall come in fear to the LORD and to his goodness in the jlatter days.

The LORD Accuses Israel

 HOSEA 4  kHear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel,

for lthe LORD has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land.

There is no faithfulness or steadfast love,

and mno knowledge of God in the land;

2 nthere is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and obloodshed follows bloodshed.

3 Therefore pthe land mourns,

and all who dwell in it languish,

qand also the beasts of the field

and the birds of the heavens,

rand even the fish of the sea are taken away.

 4 sYet let no one contend,

and let none accuse,

for with you is tmy contention, O priest.[1]

5 You shall stumble by day;

the prophet also shall stumble with you by night;

and I will destroy uyour mother.

6 My people are destroyed vfor lack of knowledge;

wbecause you have rejected knowledge,

I reject you xfrom being a priest to me.

And since you have forgotten the law of your God,

yI also will forget your children.

 7 zThe more they increased,

the more they sinned against me;

aI will change their glory into shame.

8 bThey feed on the sin[2] of my people;

they are greedy for their iniquity.

9 cAnd it shall be like people, like priest;

I will punish them for their ways

and repay them for their deeds.

10 dThey shall eat, but not be satisfied;

they shall play the whore, but not multiply,

because they have forsaken the LORD

to cherish 11whoredom, wine, and new wine,

which etake away the understanding.

12 My people finquire of a piece of wood,

and their walking staff gives them oracles.

For ga spirit of whoredom has led them astray,

and they have left their God to play the whore.

13 hThey sacrifice on the tops of the mountains

and burn offerings on the hills,

iunder oak, poplar, and terebinth,

because their shade is good.

Therefore your daughters play the whore,

and your brides commit adultery.

14 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore,

nor your brides when they commit adultery;

for jthe men themselves go aside with prostitutes

and sacrifice with kcult prostitutes,

and a people lwithout understanding shall come to ruin.

 15 Though you play the whore, O mIsrael,

let not mJudah become guilty.

nEnter not into oGilgal,

nor go up to pBeth-aven,

and swear not, As the LORD lives.

16 Like a stubborn heifer,

Israel is stubborn;

can the LORD now feed them

like a lamb in a broad pasture?

 17 qEphraim is joined to idols;

rleave him alone.

18 When their drink is gone, they give themselves to whoring;

stheir rulers[3] dearly love shame.

19 tA wind has wrapped them[4] in its wings,

and they shall ube ashamed because of their sacrifices.

Punishment Coming for Israel and Judah

 HOSEA 5  vHear this, O priests!

Pay attention, O house of Israel!

Give ear, O house of the king!

For the judgment is for you;

for wyou have been a snare at Mizpah

and a net spread upon xTabor.

2 And ythe revolters zhave gone deep into slaughter,

but aI will discipline all of them.

 3 bI know Ephraim,

and Israel is not hidden from me;

for now, O Ephraim, you have played the whore;

Israel is defiled.

4 cTheir deeds do not permit them

to return to their God.

For dthe spirit of whoredom is within them,

and they know not the LORD.

 5 eThe pride of Israel testifies to his face;[1]

Israel and fEphraim shall stumble in his guilt;

fJudah also shall stumble with them.

6 gWith their flocks and herds they shall go

to seek the LORD,

gbut they will not find him;

hhe has withdrawn from them.

7 iThey have dealt faithlessly with the LORD;

for they have borne alien children.

Now the new moon shall devour them with their fields.

 8 jBlow the horn in kGibeah,

the trumpet in lRamah.

Sound the alarm at mBeth-aven;

we follow you,[2] O Benjamin!

9 Ephraim shall become a desolation

in the day of punishment;

among the tribes of Israel

I make known what is sure.

10 The princes of Judah have become

like nthose who move the landmark;

upon them I will pour out

my wrath like water.

11 Ephraim is ooppressed, crushed in judgment,

because he was determined to go after filth.[3]

12 But I am plike a moth to Ephraim,

and plike dry rot to the house of Judah.

 13 When Ephraim saw his sickness,

and Judah qhis wound,

then Ephraim went rto Assyria,

and sent to the great king.[4]

sBut he is not able to cure you

or heal qyour wound.

14 For I will be tlike a lion to uEphraim,

and like a young lion to the house of uJudah.

vI, even I, will tear and go away;

I will carry off, and no one shall rescue.

 15 wI will return again to my place,

until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face,

and xin their distress earnestly seek me.

Israel and Judah Are Unrepentant

 HOSEA 6  Come, let us yreturn to the LORD;

for zhe has torn us, that he may heal us;

he has struck us down, and ahe will bind us up.

2 After two days bhe will revive us;

on the third day he will raise us up,

that we may live before him.

3 cLet us know; clet us press on to know the LORD;

dhis going out is sure as the dawn;

he will come to us eas the showers,

fas the spring rains that water the earth.

 4 What shall I do with you, gO hEphraim?

What shall I do with you, O hJudah?

Your love is ilike a morning cloud,

ilike the dew that goes early away.

5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;

I have slain them jby the words of my mouth,

and my judgment goes forth as the light.

6 For kI desire steadfast love[1] and not sacrifice,

lthe knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

 7 But mlike Adam they ntransgressed the covenant;

othere they dealt faithlessly with me.

8 pGilead is a city of evildoers,

qtracked with blood.

9 As robbers rlie in wait for a man,

so the priests band together;

they murder on the way to sShechem;

they commit villainy.

10 In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing;

tEphraims whoredom is there; uIsrael is defiled.

 11 For you also, O uJudah, va harvest is appointed,

when wI restore the fortunes of my people.

HOSEA 7  xWhen I would heal Israel,

the iniquity of Ephraim is revealed,

and the evil deeds of ySamaria;

for zthey deal falsely;

the thief breaks in,

and the bandits raid outside.

2 But they do not consider

that aI remember all their evil.

Now btheir deeds surround them;

cthey are before my face.

3 By their evil dthey make dthe king glad,

and the princes by their treachery.

4 eThey are all adulterers;

they are like a heated oven

whose baker ceases to stir the fire,

from the kneading of the dough

until it is leavened.

5 On the day of four king, the princes

became sick with the heat of wine;

he stretched out his hand with mockers.

6 For with hearts like an oven gthey approach their intrigue;

all night their anger smolders;

in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire.

7 All of them are hot as an oven,

and they devour their rulers.

All htheir kings ihave fallen,

and none of them calls upon me.

 8 Ephraim jmixes himself with the peoples;

Ephraim is a cake not turned.

9 kStrangers devour his strength,

and lhe knows it not;

gray hairs are sprinkled upon him,

and lhe knows it not.

10 mThe pride of Israel testifies to his face;[1]

nyet they do not return to the LORD their God,

nor seek him, for all this.

 11 Ephraim is like a dove,

osilly and without sense,

calling to pEgypt, going to qAssyria.

12 As they go, rI will spread over them my net;

I will bring them down like birds of the heavens;

sI will discipline them taccording to the report made to their congregation.

13 uWoe to them, for they have strayed from me!

Destruction to them, for they have rebelled against me!

vI would redeem them,

but wthey speak lies against me.

 14 xThey do not cry to me from the heart,

but ythey wail upon their beds;

for grain and wine they gash themselves;

they rebel against me.

15 Although zI trained and strengthened their arms,

yet they devise evil against me.

16 They areturn, but not upward;[2]

they are blike a treacherous bow;

their princes shall fall by the sword

because of cthe insolence of their tongue.

This shall be their derision din the land of Egypt.

Israel Will Reap the Whirlwind

 HOSEA 8  Set ethe trumpet to your lips!

One flike a vulture is over the house of the LORD,

because gthey have transgressed my covenant

and rebelled against my law.

2 To me they cry,

hMy God, weIsraelknow you.

3 Israel has spurned the good;

the enemy shall pursue him.

 4 iThey made kings, jbut not through me.

They set up princes, but I knew it not.

With their silver and gold they made idols

for their own destruction.

5 kI have[1] spurned your calf, O Samaria.

My anger burns against them.

lHow long will they be incapable of innocence?

6 For it is from Israel;

a craftsman made it;

it is not God.

kThe calf of Samaria

mshall be broken to pieces.[2]

 7 For nthey sow the wind,

and they shall reap the whirlwind.

The standing grain has no heads;

it shall yield no flour;

if it were to yield,

ostrangers would devour it.

8 pIsrael is swallowed up;

already they are among the nations

as qa useless vessel.

9 For rthey have gone up to Assyria,

sa wild donkey wandering alone;

Ephraim has hired lovers.

10 Though they hire allies among the nations,

I will soon gather them up.

And tthe king and princes ushall soon writhe

because of the tribute.

 11 Because Ephraim vhas multiplied altars for sinning,

they have become to him altars for sinning.

12 wWere I to write for him my laws by the ten thousands,

they would be regarded as a strange thing.

13 As for my sacrificial offerings,

xthey sacrifice meat and eat it,

but the LORD does not accept them.

yNow he will remember their iniquity

and punish their sins;

zthey shall return to Egypt.

14 For aIsrael has forgotten bhis Maker

and cbuilt palaces,

and aJudah has multiplied fortified cities;

so dI will send a fire upon his cities,

and it shall devour her strongholds.

The LORD Will Punish Israel

 HOSEA 9  Rejoice not, O Israel!

Exult not like the peoples;

efor you have played the whore, forsaking your God.

fYou have loved a prostitutes wages

on all threshing floors.

2 gThreshing floor and wine vat shall not feed them,

and gthe new wine shall fail them.

3 They shall not remain in hthe land of the LORD,

but iEphraim shall return to Egypt,

and jthey shall eat unclean food in Assyria.

 4 kThey shall not pour drink offerings of wine to the LORD,

land their sacrifices shall not please him.

It shall be like mmourners bread to them;

all who eat of it shall be defiled;

for their bread shall be for their hunger only;

nit shall not come to the house of the LORD.

 5 oWhat will you do on the day of the appointed festival,

and on the day of the feast of the LORD?

6 For behold, they are going away from destruction;

but pEgypt shall gather them;

Memphis shall bury them.

Nettles shall possess qtheir precious things of silver;

rthorns shall be in their tents.

 7 sThe days of punishment have come;

the days of recompense have come;

Israel shall know it.

tThe prophet is a fool;

the man of the spirit is mad,

because of your great iniquity

and great hatred.

8 The prophet is uthe watchman of Ephraim with my God;

yet va fowlers snare is on all his ways,

and hatred in the house of his God.

9 wThey have deeply corrupted themselves

as xin the days of Gibeah:

whe will remember their iniquity;

he will punish their sins.

 10 Like grapes in the wilderness,

yI found Israel.

Like the first fruit on the fig tree

in its first season,

I saw your fathers.

But zthey came to Baal-peor

and aconsecrated themselves to the thing of shame,

and bbecame detestable like the thing they loved.

11 Ephraims cglory shall fly away like a bird

dno birth, no pregnancy, no conception!

12 eEven if they bring up children,

I will bereave them till none is left.

fWoe to them

when gI depart from them!

13 Ephraim, has I have seen, was like a young palm[1] planted in a meadow;

but eEphraim must lead his children out to slaughter.[2]

14 Give them, O LORD

what will you give?

Give them ia miscarrying womb

and dry breasts.

 15 Every evil of theirs is in jGilgal;

there I began to hate them.

Because of the wickedness of their deeds

I will drive them out of my house.

I will love them no more;

all ktheir princes are lrebels.

 16 Ephraim is stricken;

mtheir root is dried up;

they shall bear no fruit.

Even nthough they give birth,

eI will put their beloved children to death.

17 oMy God will reject them

because they have not listened to him;

pthey shall be wanderers among the nations.

 HOSEA 10  qIsrael is a luxuriant vine

that yields its fruit.

The more his fruit increased,

rthe more altars he built;

as his country improved,

he improved his pillars.

2 Their heart is false;

now they must bear their guilt.

The LORD[1] will break down their altars

and destroy their pillars.

 3 For now they will say:

sWe have no king,

for we do not fear the LORD;

and a kingwhat could he do for us?

4 They utter tmere words;

with empty oaths they make covenants;

so ujudgment springs up like poisonous weeds

vin the furrows of the field.

5 The inhabitants of Samaria tremble

for wthe calf[2] of xBeth-aven.

Its people mourn for it, and so do its idolatrous priests

those who rejoiced over it and yover its glory

for it has departed[3] from them.

6 zThe thing itself shall be carried to Assyria

as tribute to athe great king.[4]

Ephraim shall be put to shame,

and Israel shall be ashamed bof his idol.[5]

 7 cSamarias king shall perish

like a twig on the face of the waters.

8 The high places of xAven, dthe sin of Israel,

shall be destroyed.

eThorn and thistle shall grow up

on their altars,

and fthey shall say to the mountains, Cover us,

and to the hills, Fall on us.

 9 From gthe days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel;

there they have continued.

Shall not the war against the unjust[6] overtake them in Gibeah?

10 hWhen I please, iI will discipline them,

and nations shall be gathered against them

when they are bound up for jtheir double iniquity.

 11 Ephraim was a trained calf

that kloved to thresh,

and I spared her fair neck;

but I will put lEphraim to the yoke;

lJudah must plow;

Jacob must harrow for himself.

12 mSow for yourselves righteousness;

reap steadfast love;

nbreak up your fallow ground,

for it is the time to seek the LORD,

that he may come and orain righteousness upon you.

 13 pYou have plowed iniquity;

you have reaped injustice;

you have eaten the fruit of lies.

Because you have trusted in your own way

and in the multitude of your warriors,

14 therefore qthe tumult of war shall arise among your people,

and all your fortresses shall be destroyed,

as rShalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle;

smothers were dashed in pieces with their children.

15 Thus it shall be done to you, O tBethel,

because of your great evil.

At dawn athe king of Israel

shall be utterly cut off.

The LORDs Love for Israel

 HOSEA 11  uWhen Israel was a child, vI loved him,

and out of Egypt I wcalled xmy son.

2 yThe more they were called,

the more they went away;

zthey kept sacrificing to the Baals

and burning offerings to idols.

 3 Yet it was aI who taught Ephraim to walk;

I took them up by their arms,

but they did not know that bI healed them.

4 cI led them with cords of kindness,[1]

with the bands of love,

and dI became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws,

and eI bent down to them and fed them.

 5 fThey shall not[2] return to the land of Egypt,

but gAssyria shall be their king,

hbecause ithey have refused to return to me.

6 jThe sword shall rage against their cities,

consume the bars of their gates,

and devour them kbecause of their own counsels.

7 My people are bent lon turning away from me,

and though mthey call out to the Most High,

he shall not raise them up at all.

 8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim?

How can I hand you over, O Israel?

nHow can I make you olike Admah?

How can I treat you olike Zeboiim?

pMy heart recoils within me;

my compassion grows warm and tender.

9 I will not execute my burning anger;

I will not again destroy Ephraim;

qfor I am God and not a man,

rthe Holy One in your midst,

and I will not come in wrath.[3]

 10 sThey shall go after the LORD;

the will roar like a lion;

when he roars,

his children shall come trembling ufrom the west;

11 they shall come trembling like birds vfrom Egypt,

and wlike doves xfrom the land of Assyria,

and I will return them to their homes, declares the LORD.

12 [4] Ephraim yhas surrounded me with lies,

and the house of Israel with deceit,

but Judah still walks with God

and is faithful to the Holy One.

HOSEA 12  Ephraim feeds on the wind

and pursues zthe east wind all day long;

they multiply yfalsehood and violence;

athey make a covenant with Assyria,

and boil is carried to Egypt.

The LORDs Indictment of Israel and Judah

 2 cThe LORD has an indictment against Judah

and will punish Jacob according to his ways;

he will repay him according to his deeds.

3 dIn the womb he took his brother by the heel,

and in his manhood he strove with God.

4 He strove with the angel and prevailed;

he wept and sought his favor.

eHe met God[1] at Bethel,

and there God spoke with us

5 the LORD, the God of hosts,

fthe LORD is his memorial name:

6 So you, gby the help of your God, return,

hhold fast to love and justice,

and wait continually for your God.

 7 A merchant, in whose hands are ifalse balances,

he loves jto oppress.

8 Ephraim has said, Ah, but kI am rich;

I have found wealth for myself;

in all my labors lthey cannot find in me iniquity or sin.

9 mI am the LORD your God

from the land of Egypt;

I will again make you ndwell in tents,

as in the days of the appointed feast.

 10 oI spoke to the prophets;

it was I who multiplied pvisions,

and through the prophets gave parables.

11 qIf there is iniquity in Gilead,

they shall surely come to nothing:

rin Gilgal they sacrifice bulls;

stheir altars also are like stone heaps

ton the furrows of the field.

12 uJacob fled to the land of Aram;

there Israel vserved for a wife,

and for a wife he guarded sheep.

13 By wa prophet xthe LORD brought Israel up from Egypt,

and by a prophet he was guarded.

14 yEphraim has given bitter provocation;

so his Lord zwill leave his bloodguilt on him

aand will repay him for his disgraceful deeds.

The LORDs Relentless Judgment on Israel

 HOSEA 13  When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling;

bhe was exalted in Israel,

but he incurred guilt cthrough Baal and died.

2 And now they sin more and more,

and dmake for themselves metal images,

idols skillfully made of their silver,

eall of them the work of craftsmen.

It is said of them,

Those who offer human sacrifice fkiss calves!

3 Therefore they shall be glike the morning mist

or glike the dew that goes early away,

hlike the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor

or ilike smoke from a window.

 4 But jI am the LORD your God

from the land of Egypt;

kyou know no God but me,

and lbesides me there is no savior.

5 mIt was I who knew you in the wilderness,

in the land of drought;

6 nbut when they had grazed,[1] they became full,

othey were filled, and their heart was lifted up;

otherefore they forgot me.

7 So pI am to them like a lion;

qlike a leopard I will lurk beside the way.

8 I will fall upon them rlike a bear robbed of her cubs;

I will tear open their breast,

and there I will devour them like a lion,

sas a wild beast would rip them open.

 9 He destroys[2] you, O Israel,

for you are against me, against tyour helper.

10 uWhere now is your king, to save you in all your cities?

Where are all your rulers

those of whom vyou said,

Give me a king and princes?

11 wI gave you a king in my anger,

and xI took him away in my wrath.

 12 The iniquity of Ephraim is ybound up;

his sin is ykept in store.

13 zThe pangs of childbirth come for him,

but he is an unwise son,

for at the right time he does not present himself

aat the opening of the womb.

 14 bShall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?

bShall I redeem them from Death?

cO dDeath, where are your plagues?

cO dSheol, where is your sting?

eCompassion is hidden from my eyes.

 15 Though fhe may flourish among his brothers,

gthe east wind, the wind of the LORD, shall come,

rising from the wilderness,

hand his fountain shall dry up;

his spring shall be parched;

it shall strip ihis treasury

of every precious thing.

16 [3] Samaria jshall bear her guilt,

because kshe has rebelled against her God;

they shall fall by the sword;

ltheir little ones shall be dashed in pieces,

and their mpregnant women ripped open.

A Plea to Return to the LORD

 HOSEA 14  nReturn, O Israel, to the LORD your God,

for oyou have stumbled because of your iniquity.

2 Take with you words

and return to the LORD;

say to him,

Take away all iniquity;

accept pwhat is good,

and we will pay with bulls

qthe vows[1] of our lips.

3 rAssyria shall not save us;

swe will not ride on horses;

and twe will say no more, Our God,

to the work of our hands.

uIn you the orphan finds mercy.

 4 I vwill heal their apostasy;

wI will love them freely,

for my anger has turned from them.

5 xI will be like the dew to Israel;

yhe shall blossom like the lily;

he shall take root like the trees zof Lebanon;

6 his shoots shall spread out;

his beauty shall be alike the olive,

and his fragrance like Lebanon.

7 They shall return and bdwell beneath my[2] shadow;

they shall flourish like the grain;

they shall blossom like the vine;

their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.

 8 O cEphraim, what have I to do with idols?

It is I who answer and look after you.[3]

I am like an evergreen cypress;

dfrom me comes your fruit.

 9 eWhoever is wise, let him understand these things;

whoever is discerning, let him know them;

for the ways of the LORD are right,

and fthe upright walk in them,

fbut transgressors stumble in them.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 1

[1] 1:6 Hebrew Lo-ruhama, which means she has not received mercy

[2] 1:9 Hebrew Lo-ammi, which means not my people

[3] 1:9 Hebrew I am not yours

[4] 1:10 Ch 2:1 in Hebrew

[5] 1:10 Or Sons


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Ch 2:3 in Hebrew

[2] 2:1 Hebrew ammi, which means my people

[3] 2:1 Hebrew ruhama, which means she has received mercy

[4] 2:6 Hebrew your

[5] 2:15 Achor means trouble; compare Joshua 7:26

[6] 2:18 Hebrew break

[7] 2:22 Jezreel means God will sow

[8] 2:23 Hebrew Lo-ruhama

[9] 2:23 Hebrew Lo-ammi


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams; a homer was about 6 bushels or 220 liters; a lethech was about 3 bushels or 110 liters


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 4

[1] 4:4 Or for your people are like those who contend with the priest

[2] 4:8 Or sin offering

[3] 4:18 Hebrew shields

[4] 4:19 Hebrew her


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 5

[1] 5:5 Or in his presence

[2] 5:8 Or after you

[3] 5:11 Or to follow human precepts

[4] 5:13 Or to King Jareb


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 Septuagint mercy


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 7

[1] 7:10 Or in his presence

[2] 7:16 Or to the Most High


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 8

[1] 8:5 Hebrew He has

[2] 8:6 Or shall go up in flames


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 9

[1] 9:13 Or like Tyre

[2] 9:13 Hebrew to him who slaughters


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 10

[1] 10:2 Hebrew He

[2] 10:5 Or calves

[3] 10:5 Or has gone into exile

[4] 10:6 Or to King Jareb

[5] 10:6 Or counsel

[6] 10:9 Hebrew the children of injustice


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 11

[1] 11:4 Or humaneness; Hebrew man

[2] 11:5 Or surely

[3] 11:9 Or into the city

[4] 11:12 Ch 12:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 12

[1] 12:4 Hebrew him


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 13

[1] 13:6 Hebrew according to their pasture

[2] 13:9 Or I will destroy

[3] 13:16 Ch 14:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Hosea, Chapter 14

[1] 14:2 Septuagint, Syriac pay the fruit

[2] 14:7 Hebrew his

[3] 14:8 Hebrew him
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Joel

 JOEL 1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel:

An Invasion of Locusts

 2 aHear this, byou elders;

give ear, ball inhabitants of the land!

cHas such a thing happened in your days,

or in the days of your fathers?

3 dTell your children of it,

and let your children tell their children,

and their children to another generation.

 4 What ethe cutting locust left,

fthe swarming locust has eaten.

What the swarming locust left,

gthe hopping locust has eaten,

and what the hopping locust left,

hthe destroying locust has eaten.

 5 Awake, you drunkards, and weep,

and iwail, all you drinkers of wine,

because of jthe sweet wine,

for it is cut off from your mouth.

6 For ka nation has come up against my land,

kpowerful and beyond number;

lits teeth are lions teeth,

and it has the fangs of a lioness.

7 It has laid waste my vine

and splintered my mfig tree;

it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down;

their branches are made white.

 8 Lament like a virgin[1] nwearing sackcloth

for the bridegroom of her youth.

9 oThe grain offering and the drink offering are cut off

from the house of the LORD.

pThe priests mourn,

pthe ministers of the LORD.

10 The fields are destroyed,

qthe ground mourns,

because rthe grain is destroyed,

rthe wine dries up,

the oil languishes.

 11 sBe ashamed,[2] O tillers of the soil;

wail, O vinedressers,

for the wheat and the barley,

tbecause the harvest of the field has perished.

12 The vine dries up;

uthe fig tree languishes.

Pomegranate, palm, and apple,

all the trees of the field are dried up,

and vgladness dries up

from the children of man.

A Call to Repentance

 13 wPut on sackcloth and lament, pO priests;

xwail, O ministers of the altar.

Go in, wpass the night in sackcloth,

pO ministers of my God!

yBecause grain offering and drink offering

are withheld from the house of your God.

 14 zConsecrate a fast;

zcall a solemn assembly.

Gather athe elders

and aall the inhabitants of the land

to the house of the LORD your God,

and cry out to the LORD.

 15 Alas for the day!

bFor the day of the LORD is near,

and as destruction from the Almighty[3] it comes.

16 Is not the food cut off

before our eyes,

cjoy and gladness

from the house of our God?

 17 dThe seed shrivels under the clods;[4]

the storehouses are desolate;

the granaries are torn down

because ethe grain has dried up.

18 How fthe beasts groan!

The herds of cattle are perplexed

because there is no pasture for them;

even the flocks of sheep suffer.[5]

 19 To you, gO LORD, I call.

hFor fire has devoured

the pastures of the wilderness,

hand flame has burned

all the trees of the field.

20 Even the beasts of the field ipant for you

because the water brooks are dried up,

hand fire has devoured

the pastures of the wilderness.

The Day of the LORD

 JOEL 2  jBlow a trumpet in kZion;

sound an alarm on kmy holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,

for lthe day of the LORD is coming; it is near,

2 ma day of darkness and gloom,

ma day of clouds and thick darkness!

Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains

na great and powerful people;

otheir like has never been before,

nor will be again after them

through the years of all generations.

 3 pFire devours before them,

and behind them a flame burns.

The land is like qthe garden of Eden before them,

but rbehind them a desolate wilderness,

and nothing escapes them.

 4 sTheir appearance is like the appearance of horses,

and like war horses they run.

5 tAs with the rumbling of chariots,

they leap on the tops of the mountains,

like the crackling of ua flame of fire

devouring the stubble,

nlike a powerful army

drawn up for battle.

 6 Before them peoples are in anguish;

vall faces grow pale.

7 Like warriors they charge;

like soldiers they scale the wall.

They march each on his way;

they do not swerve from their paths.

8 They do not jostle one another;

weach marches in his path;

they burst through the weapons

and are not halted.

9 xThey leap upon the city,

they run upon the walls,

ythey climb up into the houses,

ythey enter through the windows zlike a thief.

 10 aThe earth quakes before them;

the heavens tremble.

bThe sun and the moon are darkened,

and the stars withdraw their shining.

11 cThe LORD utters his voice

before dhis army,

for his camp is exceedingly great;

ehe who executes his word is powerful.

fFor the day of the LORD is ggreat and very awesome;

hwho can endure it?

Return to the LORD

 12 Yet even now, declares the LORD,

ireturn to me with all your heart,

jwith fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

13 and krend your hearts and not lyour garments.

Return to the LORD your God,

mfor he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;

nand he relents over disaster.

14 oWho knows whether he will not turn and relent,

and pleave a blessing behind him,

qa grain offering and a drink offering

for the LORD your God?

 15 rBlow the trumpet in Zion;

sconsecrate a fast;

call a solemn assembly;

16 gather the people.

tConsecrate the congregation;

assemble the elders;

ugather the children,

even nursing infants.

vLet the bridegroom leave his room,

and the bride her chamber.

 17 wBetween the xvestibule and the yaltar

zlet the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep

and say, Spare your people, O LORD,

and make not your heritage a reproach,

a byword among the nations.[1]

aWhy should they say among the peoples,

Where is their God?

The LORD Had Pity

 18 bThen the LORD became jealous for his land

cand had pity on his people.

19 The LORD answered and said to his people,

Behold, dI am sending to you

grain, wine, and oil,

dand you will be satisfied;

and I will no more make you

a reproach among the nations.

 20 I will remove the northerner far from you,

and drive him into a parched and desolate land,

his vanguard[2] into ethe eastern sea,

and his rear guard[3] into fthe western sea;

gthe stench and foul smell of him will rise,

for he has done great things.

 21 Fear not, O land;

be glad and rejoice,

for hthe LORD has done great things!

22 Fear not, iyou beasts of the field,

for jthe pastures of the wilderness are green;

kthe tree bears its fruit;

the fig tree and kvine give their full yield.

 23 lBe glad, O children of Zion,

and lrejoice in the LORD your God,

for he has given mthe early rain for your vindication;

he has poured down for you abundant rain,

mthe early and nthe latter rain, as before.

 24 The threshing floors shall be full of grain;

the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

25 I will restore[4] to you the years

that othe swarming locust has eaten,

othe hopper, othe destroyer, and othe cutter,

pmy great army, which I sent among you.

 26 qYou shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,

and praise the name of the LORD your God,

who has dealt wondrously with you.

And my people rshall never again be put to shame.

27 sYou shall know that I am tin the midst of Israel,

and that uI am the LORD your God vand there is none else.

And my people rshall never again be put to shame.

The LORD Will Pour Out His Spirit

 28 [5] wAnd it shall come to pass afterward,

that xI will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;

yyour sons and zyour daughters shall prophesy,

your old men shall dream dreams,

and your young men shall see visions.

29 aEven on the male and female servants

in those days I will pour out my Spirit.

 30And I will show bwonders in the heavens and bon the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31cThe sun shall be turned to darkness, dand the moon to blood, ebefore the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32And it shall come to pass that feveryone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. gFor in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among hthe survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.

The LORD Judges the Nations

 JOEL 3 [1] For behold, iin those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2jI will gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And kI will enter into judgment with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations and have divided up my land, 3and lhave cast lots for my people, and have traded a boy for a prostitute, and have sold a girl for wine and have drunk it.

 4What are you to me, mO Tyre and Sidon, and all nthe regions of Philistia? Are you paying me back for something? If you are paying me back, oI will return your payment on your own head swiftly and speedily. 5For pyou have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried my rich treasures into your temples.[2] 6You have sold qthe people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from their own border. 7Behold, I will stir them up from the place to which you have sold them, and oI will return your payment on your own head. 8I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the people of Judah, and they will sell them to the rSabeans, to a nation far away, for the LORD has spoken.

 9 Proclaim this among the nations:

sConsecrate for war;[3]

stir up the mighty men.

Let all the men of war draw near;

let them come up.

10 tBeat your plowshares into swords,

and tyour pruning hooks into spears;

let the weak say, I am a warrior.

 11 uHasten and come,

all you surrounding nations,

and gather yourselves there.

vBring down your warriors, O LORD.

12 Let the nations stir themselves up

and come up to wthe Valley of Jehoshaphat;

xfor there I will sit to judge

all the surrounding nations.

 13 yPut in the sickle,

zfor the harvest is ripe.

aGo in, tread,

afor the winepress is full.

The vats overflow,

for their evil is great.

 14 Multitudes, multitudes,

in the valley of decision!

For bthe day of the LORD is near

in the valley of decision.

15 cThe sun and the moon are darkened,

and the stars withdraw their shining.

 16 dThe LORD roars from Zion,

and dutters his voice from Jerusalem,

eand the heavens and the earth quake.

But the LORD is fa refuge to his people,

a stronghold to the people of Israel.

The Glorious Future of Judah

 17 gSo you shall know that I am the LORD your God,

hwho dwells in Zion, imy holy mountain.

And Jerusalem shall be holy,

and jstrangers shall never again pass through it.

 18 And in that day

kthe mountains shall drip sweet wine,

and the hills shall flow with milk,

and lall the streambeds of Judah

shall flow with water;

mand a fountain shall come forth from the house of the LORD

and water the Valley of nShittim.

 19 oEgypt shall become a desolation

and pEdom a desolate wilderness,

qfor the violence done to the people of Judah,

because they have shed innocent blood in their land.

20 rBut Judah shall be inhabited forever,

and Jerusalem to all generations.

21 sI will avenge their blood,

blood I have not avenged,[4]

hfor the LORD dwells in Zion.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Joel, Chapter 1

[1] 1:8 Or young woman

[2] 1:11 The Hebrew words for dry up and be ashamed in verses 1012, 17 sound alike

[3] 1:15 Destruction sounds like the Hebrew for Almighty

[4] 1:17 The meaning of the Hebrew line is uncertain

[5] 1:18 Or are made desolate


Footnotes for Joel, Chapter 2

[1] 2:17 Or reproach, that the nations should rule over them

[2] 2:20 Hebrew face

[3] 2:20 Hebrew his end

[4] 2:25 Or pay back

[5] 2:28 Ch 3:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Joel, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Ch 4:1 in Hebrew

[2] 3:5 Or palaces

[3] 3:9 Or Consecrate a war
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Amos

 AMOS 1 The words of Amos, who was among the ashepherds[1] of bTekoa, which he saw concerning Israel cin the days of dUzziah king of Judah and in the days of eJeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years[2] before fthe earthquake.

Judgment on Israels Neighbors

 2And he said:

 gThe LORD roars from Zion

and utters his voice from Jerusalem;

hthe pastures of the shepherds mourn,

and the itop of jCarmel withers.

 3Thus says the LORD:

 kFor three transgressions of lDamascus,

and for four, lI will not revoke the punishment,[3]

because they have threshed mGilead

with threshing sledges of iron.

4 nSo I will send a fire upon the house of oHazael,

and it shall devour the strongholds of oBen-hadad.

5 I will pbreak the gate-bar of lDamascus,

and cut off the inhabitants from the Valley of qAven,[4]

and him who holds the scepter from rBeth-eden;

and the people of sSyria shall go into exile to tKir,

says the LORD.

 6Thus says the LORD:

 kFor three transgressions of uGaza,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because vthey carried into exile a whole people

to deliver them up to Edom.

7 So I will send a fire upon the wall of uGaza,

and it shall devour her strongholds.

8 I will cut off the inhabitants from wAshdod,

and him who holds the scepter from Ashkelon;

I will turn my hand against Ekron,

and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish,

says the Lord GOD.

 9Thus says the LORD:

 kFor three transgressions of xTyre,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because they delivered up a whole people to Edom,

and did not remember the covenant of brotherhood.

10 So I will send a fire upon the wall of xTyre,

and it shall devour her strongholds.

 11Thus says the LORD:

 kFor three transgressions of yEdom,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

ybecause he pursued his brother with the sword

zand cast off all pity,

aand his anger tore perpetually,

aand he kept his wrath forever.

12 So I will send a fire upon bTeman,

and it shall devour the strongholds of cBozrah.

 13Thus says the LORD:

 kFor three transgressions of the dAmmonites,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because ethey have ripped open pregnant women in fGilead,

that they might enlarge their border.

14 So I will kindle a fire in the wall of gRabbah,

hand it shall devour her strongholds,

with shouting on the day of battle,

hwith a tempest in the day of the whirlwind;

15 and itheir king shall go into exile,

he and his princes[5] together,

says the LORD.

 AMOS 2 Thus says the LORD:

 kFor three transgressions of jMoab,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,[1]

because khe burned to lime

the bones of the king of Edom.

2 So I will send a fire upon Moab,

and it shall devour the strongholds of lKerioth,

and Moab shall die amid uproar,

amid shouting and the sound of the trumpet;

3 mI will cut off the ruler from its midst,

and will kill mall its princes[2] with him,

says the LORD.

Judgment on Judah

 4Thus says the LORD:

 nFor three transgressions of Judah,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because othey have rejected the law of the LORD,

and have not kept his statutes,

but ptheir lies have led them astray,

those after which their fathers walked.

5 So qI will send a fire upon Judah,

and it shall devour the strongholds of Jerusalem.

Judgment on Israel

 6Thus says the LORD:

 nFor three transgressions of Israel,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because rthey sell the righteous for ssilver,

and the needy for a pair of sandals

7 those who trample the head of the poor tinto the dust of the earth

and uturn aside the way of the afflicted;

va man and his father go in to the same girl,

so that my holy name is profaned;

8 they lay themselves down beside every altar

on garments wtaken in pledge,

and in the house of their God they drink

the wine of those who have been fined.

 9 Yet xit was I who destroyed the Amorite before them,

ywhose height was like the height of the cedars

and who was as strong as the oaks;

zI destroyed his fruit above

and his roots beneath.

10 aAlso it was I who brought you up out of the land of Egypt

band led you forty years in the wilderness,

xto possess the land of the Amorite.

11 And I raised up some of your sons for prophets,

and some of your young men for cNazirites.

Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel?

declares the LORD.

 12 But you made the Nazirites ddrink wine,

and commanded the prophets,

saying, eYou shall not prophesy.

 13 Behold, I will press you down in your place,

as a cart full of sheaves presses down.

14 fFlight shall perish from the swift,

fand the strong shall not retain his strength,

gnor shall the mighty save his life;

15 he who handles the bow shall not stand,

and he who is hswift of foot shall not save himself,

inor shall he who rides the horse save his life;

16 and he who is stout of heart among the mighty

shall flee away naked in that day,

declares the LORD.

Israels Guilt and Punishment

 AMOS 3 jHear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O people of Israel, against the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt:

 2 kYou only have I known

of all the families of the earth;

ltherefore I will punish you

for all your iniquities.

 3 Do two walk together,

unless they have agreed to meet?

4 Does a lion roar in the forest,

when he has no prey?

Does a young lion cry out from his den,

if he has taken nothing?

5 Does a bird fall in a snare on the earth,

when there is no trap for it?

Does a snare spring up from the ground,

when it has taken nothing?

6 mIs a trumpet blown in a city,

and the people are not afraid?

nDoes disaster come to a city,

unless the LORD has done it?

 7 For the Lord GOD does nothing

owithout revealing his secret

to his servants the prophets.

8 The lion has roared;

who will not fear?

pThe Lord GOD has spoken;

who can but prophesy?

 9 Proclaim to the strongholds in qAshdod

and to the strongholds in the land of Egypt,

and say, Assemble yourselves on rthe mountains of Samaria,

and see the great tumults within her,

and sthe oppressed in her midst.

10 They do not know how to do right, declares the LORD,

tthose who store up violence and robbery in their strongholds.

 11Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

 uAn adversary shall surround the land

and bring down[1] your defenses from you,

and vyour strongholds shall be plundered.

 12Thus says the LORD: wAs the shepherd rescues from the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, xso shall the people of Israel ywho dwell in Samaria be rescued, with the corner of a couch and part[2] of a bed.

 13 Hear, zand testify against the house of Jacob,

declares the Lord GOD, athe God of hosts,

14 that on the day I punish Israel for his transgressions,

bI will punish the altars of Bethel,

and cthe horns of the altar shall be cut off

and fall to the ground.

15 dI will strike ethe winter house along with fthe summer house,

and gthe houses of ivory shall perish,

and the great houses[3] shall come to an end,

declares the LORD.

 AMOS 4  Hear this word, hyou cows of Bashan,

who are ion the mountain of Samaria,

jwho oppress the poor, jwho crush the needy,

who say to your husbands, Bring, that we may drink!

2 kThe Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness

that, behold, the days are coming upon you,

lwhen they shall take you away with hooks,

leven the last of you with fishhooks.

3 mAnd you shall go out through the breaches,

each one straight ahead;

and you shall be cast out into Harmon,

declares the LORD.

 4 nCome to Bethel, and transgress;

to oGilgal, and multiply transgression;

nbring your psacrifices every morning,

your tithes every three days;

5 offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of qthat which is leavened,

and proclaim rfreewill offerings, publish them;

sfor so you love to do, O people of Israel!

declares the Lord GOD.

Israel Has Not Returned to the LORD

 6 I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities,

and tlack of bread in all your places,

uyet you did not return to me,

declares the LORD.

 7 I also vwithheld the rain from you

when there were yet three months to the harvest;

wI would send rain on one city,

and send no rain on another city;

one field would have rain,

and the field on which it did not rain would wither;

8 so two or three cities xwould wander to another city

to drink water, and would not be satisfied;

uyet you did not return to me,

declares the LORD.

 9 yI struck you with blight and mildew;

your many gardens and your vineyards,

your fig trees and your olive trees zthe locust devoured;

uyet you did not return to me,

declares the LORD.

 10 I sent among you a pestilence aafter the manner of Egypt;

I killed your young men with the sword,

and bcarried away your horses,[1]

and cI made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils;

uyet you did not return to me,

declares the LORD.

 11 I overthrew some of you,

das when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,

and you were eas a brand[2] plucked out of the burning;

uyet you did not return to me,

declares the LORD.

 12 Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel;

because I will do this to you,

prepare to meet your God, O Israel!

 13 For behold, fhe who forms the mountains and creates the wind,

and gdeclares to man what is his thought,

hwho makes the morning darkness,

and itreads on the heights of the earth

jthe LORD, the God of hosts, is his name!

Seek the LORD and Live

 AMOS 5 Hear this word that I ktake up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:

 2 Fallen, no more to rise,

is lthe virgin Israel;

forsaken on her land,

with none to raise her up.

 3For thus says the Lord GOD:

 The city that went out a thousand

shall have a hundred left,

and that which went out a hundred

shall have ten left

to the house of Israel.

 4For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:

 mSeek me and live;

5 but do not seek nBethel,

and do not enter into nGilgal

or cross over to oBeersheba;

for nGilgal shall surely go into exile,

and nBethel shall come to nothing.

 6 mSeek the LORD and live,

plest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,

and it devour, with none to quench it for nBethel,

7 O qyou who turn justice to wormwood[1]

and cast down righteousness to the earth!

 8 He who made the rPleiades and Orion,

and turns deep darkness into the morning

and sdarkens the day into night,

who tcalls for the waters of the sea

tand pours them out on the surface of the earth,

uthe LORD is his name;

9 vwho makes destruction flash forth against the strong,

so that destruction comes upon the fortress.

 10 wThey hate him who reproves xin the gate,

and they yabhor him who speaks the truth.

11 Therefore because you ztrample on[2] the poor

and you exact taxes of grain from him,

ayou have built houses of hewn stone,

but you shall not dwell in them;

ayou have planted pleasant vineyards,

but you shall not drink their wine.

12 For I know how many are your transgressions

and how great are your sins

you who afflict the righteous, who btake a bribe,

and cturn aside the needy xin the gate.

13 Therefore he who is prudent will dkeep silent in such a time,

efor it is an evil time.

 14 fSeek good, and not evil,

that you may live;

and so the LORD, gthe God of hosts, will be with you,

as you have said.

15 hHate evil, and love good,

and establish justice xin the gate;

iit may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,

will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

 16Therefore thus says the LORD, gthe God of hosts, the Lord:

 In all the squares jthere shall be wailing,

and in all the streets they shall say, Alas! Alas!

They shall call the farmers to mourning

and jto wailing those who are skilled in lamentation,

17 and in all vineyards there shall be wailing,

for kI will pass through your midst,

says the LORD.

Let Justice Roll Down

 18 Woe to you who desire lthe day of the LORD!

Why would you have the day of the LORD?

mIt is darkness, and not light,

19 nas if a man fled from a lion,

and a bear met him,

or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,

and a serpent bit him.

20 mIs not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light,

and gloom with no brightness in it?

 21 oI hate, I despise your feasts,

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

22 pEven though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,

I will not accept them;

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,

I will not look upon them.

23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;

to qthe melody of your harps I will not listen.

24 But let justice roll down like waters,

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

 25rDid you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 26sYou tshall take up Sikkuth your king, and Kiyyun your star-godyour images that you made for yourselves, 27uand I will send you into exile beyond Damascus, says the LORD, whose name is gthe God of hosts.

Woe to Those at Ease in Zion

 AMOS 6  wWoe to those who are at ease in Zion,

and to those who feel secure on xthe mountain of Samaria,

ythe notable men of zthe first of the nations,

to whom the house of Israel comes!

2 Pass over to aCalneh, and see,

and from there go to bHamath the great;

then go down to cGath of the Philistines.

dAre you better than these kingdoms?

Or is their territory greater than your territory,

3 eO you who put far away the day of disaster

fand bring near the seat of violence?

 4 Woe to those gwho lie on hbeds of ivory

gand stretch themselves out on their couches,

and eat lambs from the flock

iand calves from the midst of the stall,

5 jwho sing idle songs to the sound of the harp

and like David jinvent for themselves instruments of music,

6 kwho drink wine in bowls

and lanoint themselves with the finest oils,

but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

7 mTherefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile,

and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.

 8nThe Lord GOD has sworn by himself, declares the LORD, the God of hosts:

 I abhor othe pride of Jacob

and hate his strongholds,

pand I will deliver up the city and all that is in it.

 9And qif ten men remain in one house, they shall die. 10And when ones relative, rthe one who anoints him for burial, shall take him up to bring the bones out of the house, and shall say to him who is in the innermost parts of the house, Is there still anyone with you? he shall say, No; and he shall say, sSilence! We must not mention the name of the LORD.

 11 For behold, the LORD commands,

and tthe great house shall be struck down into fragments,

and the little house into bits.

12 Do horses run on rocks?

Does one plow there[1] with oxen?

uBut you have turned justice into vpoison

uand the fruit of righteousness into wormwood[2]

13 you who rejoice in Lo-debar,[3]

who say, wHave we not by our own strength

captured Karnaim[4] for ourselves?

14 For behold, xI will raise up against you a nation,

O house of Israel, declares the LORD, the God of hosts;

and they shall oppress you from yLebo-hamath

to the Brook of zthe Arabah.

Warning Visions

 AMOS 7 aThis is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, bhe was forming locusts when the latter growth was just beginning to sprout, and behold, it was the latter growth after the kings mowings. 2When they had finished eating the grass of the land, I said,

 O Lord GOD, please forgive!

cHow can Jacob stand?

He is so small!

3 dThe LORD relented concerning this:

It shall not be, said the LORD.

 4aThis is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, the Lord GOD was calling efor a judgment by fire, and it devoured the great deep and was eating up the land. 5Then I said,

 O Lord GOD, please cease!

cHow can Jacob stand?

He is so small!

6 dThe LORD relented concerning this:

This also shall not be, said the Lord GOD.

 7aThis is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with fa plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, gAmos, what do you see? And I said, A plumb line. Then the Lord said,

 Behold, I am setting fa plumb line

in the midst of my people Israel;

gI will never again pass by them;

9 hthe high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,

and I will rise against ithe house of Jeroboam with the sword.

Amos Accused

 10Then Amaziah jthe priest of Bethel sent to kJeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos has lconspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,

 Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and mIsrael must go into exile

away from his land.

 12And Amaziah said to Amos, nO seer, go, flee away oto the land of Judah, and peat bread there, and prophesy there, 13but qnever again prophesy at Bethel, for rit is the kings sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.

 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, sI was[1] no prophet, nor a prophets son, but tI was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15uBut the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, Go, prophesy to my people Israel. 16vNow therefore hear the word of the LORD.

 You say, nDo not prophesy against Israel,

and wdo not preach against the house of xIsaac.

 17yTherefore thus says the LORD:

 Your wife shall be a prostitute in the city,

and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword,

and your land zshall be divided up with a measuring line;

you yourself shall die in an unclean land,

and mIsrael shall surely go into exile away from its land.

The Coming Day of Bitter Mourning

 AMOS 8 aThis is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, a basket of summer fruit. 2And he said, bAmos, what do you see? And I said, cA basket of summer fruit. Then the LORD said to me,

 dThe end[1] has come upon my people Israel;

I will never again pass by them.

3 eThe songs of the temple[2] fshall become wailings[3] in that day,

declares the Lord GOD.

gSo many dead bodies!

They are thrown everywhere!

hSilence!

 4 Hear this, iyou who trample on the needy

and bring the poor of the land to an end,

5 saying, When will jthe new moon be over,

that we may sell grain?

And kthe Sabbath,

that we may offer wheat for sale,

that we may make lthe ephah small and the shekel[4] great

and deal deceitfully with false balances,

6 that we may buy the poor for msilver

and the needy for a pair of sandals

and sell the chaff of the wheat?

 7 The LORD has sworn by nthe pride of Jacob:

Surely oI will never forget any of their deeds.

8 pShall not the land tremble on this account,

and everyone mourn who dwells in it,

qand all of it rise like the Nile,

and be tossed about rand sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?

 9 And on that day, declares the Lord GOD,

sI will make the sun go down at noon

and darken the earth in broad daylight.

10 tI will turn your feasts into mourning

and all your songs into lamentation;

uI will bring sackcloth on every waist

uand baldness on every head;

vI will make it like the mourning for an only son

and the end of it like a bitter day.

 11 Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord GOD,

when wI will send a famine on the land

not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,

xbut of hearing the words of the LORD.

12 xThey shall wander from sea to sea,

and from north to east;

they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the LORD,

ybut they shall not find it.

 13 zIn that day the lovely virgins and the young men

shall afaint for thirst.

14 Those who swear by bthe Guilt of Samaria,

and say, As your god lives, O Dan,

and, As cthe Way of dBeersheba lives,

they shall fall, and never rise again.

The Destruction of Israel

 AMOS 9 I saw the Lord standing beside[1] the altar, and he said:

 eStrike the capitals until ethe thresholds fshake,

gand shatter them on the heads of all the people;[2]

and those who are left of them I will kill with the sword;

hnot one of them shall flee away;

not one of them shall escape.

 2 iIf they dig into Sheol,

from there shall my hand take them;

iif they climb up to heaven,

from there I will bring them down.

3 If they hide themselves on jthe top of Carmel,

from there I will search them out and take them;

kand if they hide from my sight at the bottom of the sea,

there I will command the serpent, and it shall bite them.

4 lAnd if they go into captivity before their enemies,

there I will command the sword, and it shall kill them;

mand I will fix my eyes upon them

for evil and not for good.

 5 The Lord GOD of hosts,

he who touches the earth and nit melts,

and all who dwell in it mourn,

oand all of it rises like the Nile,

oand sinks again, like the Nile of Egypt;

6 pwho builds his upper chambers in the heavens

and founds his vault upon the earth;

qwho calls for the waters of the sea

and pours them out upon the surface of the earth

rthe LORD is his name.

 7 Are you not like sthe Cushites to me,

O people of Israel? declares the LORD.

tDid I not bring up Israel from the land of Egypt,

and uthe Philistines from vCaphtor and the Syrians from wKir?

8 Behold, xthe eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom,

and I will destroy it from the surface of the ground,

yexcept that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,

declares the LORD.

 9 For behold, I will command,

zand shake the house of Israel among all the nations

as one shakes with a sieve,

but no pebble shall fall to the earth.

10 All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword,

who say, aDisaster shall not overtake or meet us.

The Restoration of Israel

 11 In that day bI will raise up

the booth of David that is fallen

and repair its breaches,

and raise up its ruins

and rebuild it as in the days of old,

12 cthat they may possess the remnant of Edom

and dall the nations who are called by my name,[3]

declares the LORD who does this.

 13 Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,

ewhen the plowman shall overtake the reaper

and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed;

fthe mountains shall drip sweet wine,

and all the hills shall flow with it.

14 gI will restore the fortunes of my people Israel,

and hthey shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them;

ithey shall plant vineyards and drink their wine,

and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit.

15 jI will plant them on their land,

kand they shall never again be uprooted

out of the land lthat I have given them,

says the LORD your God.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or sheep breeders

[2] 1:1 Or during two years

[3] 1:3 Hebrew I will not turn it back; also verses 6, 9, 11, 13

[4] 1:5 Or On

[5] 1:15 Or officials


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Hebrew I will not turn it back; also verses 4, 6

[2] 2:3 Or officials


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 3

[1] 3:11 Hebrew An adversary, one who surrounds the landhe shall bring down

[2] 3:12 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

[3] 3:15 Or and many houses


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 4

[1] 4:10 Hebrew along with the captivity of your horses

[2] 4:11 That is, a burning stick


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 5

[1] 5:7 Or to bitter fruit

[2] 5:11 Or you tax


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 6

[1] 6:12 Or the sea

[2] 6:12 Or into bitter fruit

[3] 6:13 Lo-debar means nothing

[4] 6:13 Karnaim means horns (a symbol of strength)


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 7

[1] 7:14 Or am; twice in this verse


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 8

[1] 8:2 The Hebrew words for end and summer fruit sound alike

[2] 8:3 Or palace

[3] 8:3 Or The singing women of the palace shall wail

[4] 8:5 An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters; a shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams


Footnotes for Amos, Chapter 9

[1] 9:1 Or on

[2] 9:1 Hebrew all of them

[3] 9:12 Hebrew; Septuagint (compare Acts 15:17) that the remnant of mankind and all the nations who are called by my name may seek the Lord
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Obadiah

 OBADIAH 1 The vision of Obadiah.

Edom Will Be Humbled

 Thus says the Lord GOD aconcerning Edom:

bWe have heard a report from the LORD,

and a messenger has been sent among the nations:

Rise up! Let us rise against her for battle!

2 Behold, I will make you small among the nations;

you shall be utterly despised.[1]

3 cThe pride of your heart has deceived you,

you who live in the clefts of the rock,[2]

in your lofty dwelling,

dwho say in your heart,

Who will bring me down to the ground?

4 Though you soar aloft like the eagle,

though your nest is set among the stars,

from there I will bring you down,

declares the LORD.

 5 If ethieves came to you,

if plunderers came by night

how you have been destroyed!

would they not steal only enough for themselves?

If egrape gatherers came to you,

would they not leave gleanings?

6 fHow Esau has been pillaged,

his treasures sought out!

7 All your allies have driven you to your border;

those at peace with you have deceived you;

they have prevailed against you;

gthose who eat your bread[3] have set a trap beneath you

hyou have[4] no understanding.

 8 iWill I not on that day, declares the LORD,

destroy the wise men out of Edom,

and understanding out of jMount Esau?

9 And your mighty men shall be dismayed, kO Teman,

so that every man from jMount Esau will be cut off by slaughter.

Edoms Violence Against Jacob

 10 lBecause of the violence done to your brother Jacob,

shame shall cover you,

mand you shall be cut off forever.

11 nOn the day that you stood aloof,

oon the day that strangers carried off his wealth

and foreigners entered his gates

pand cast lots for Jerusalem,

you were like one of them.

12 qBut do not gloat over the day of your brother

in the day of his misfortune;

rdo not rejoice over the people of Judah

in the day of their ruin;

sdo not boast[5]

in the day of distress.

13 tDo not enter the gate of my people

in the day of their calamity;

tdo not gloat over his disaster

in the day of his calamity;

udo not loot his wealth

in the day of his calamity.

14 vDo not stand at the crossroads

to cut off his fugitives;

do not hand over his survivors

in the day of distress.

The Day of the LORD Is Near

 15 For wthe day of the LORD is near upon all the nations.

xAs you have done, it shall be done to you;

your deeds shall return on your own head.

16 yFor as you have drunk on zmy holy mountain,

so all the nations shall drink continually;

they shall drink and swallow,

and shall be as though they had never been.

17 aBut in Mount Zion there shall be those who escape,

and it shall be holy,

band the house of Jacob shall possess their own possessions.

18 cThe house of Jacob shall be a fire,

and the house of Joseph a flame,

and the house of Esau dstubble;

they shall burn them and consume them,

eand there shall be no survivor for the house of Esau,

for the LORD has spoken.

The Kingdom of the LORD

 19 Those of fthe Negeb bshall possess gMount Esau,

and those of the Shephelah shall possess hthe land of the Philistines;

they shall possess the land of Ephraim and the land of iSamaria,

and Benjamin shall possess Gilead.

20 The exiles of this host of the people of Israel

shall possess the land of the Canaanites as far as jZarephath,

and the exiles of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad

shall possess the cities of the Negeb.

21 kSaviors shall go up to Mount Zion

to rule gMount Esau,

and lthe kingdom shall be the LORDs.
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Footnotes for Obadiah

[1] 2 Or Behold, I have made you small among the nations; you are utterly despised

[2] 3 Or Sela

[3] 7 Hebrew lacks those who eat

[4] 7 Hebrew he has

[5] 12 Hebrew do not enlarge your mouth
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Cross-references for Obadiah

Verse 1 a See Jer. 49:7-22; Ezek. 25:12-14 b For ver. 1-4, see Jer. 49:14-16

Verse 3 c [Num. 24:21, 22] d [Isa. 14:13-15]

Verse 5 e Jer. 49:9

Verse 6 f [Jer. 49:10]

Verse 7 g [Ps. 41:9] h [Jer. 49:7]

Verse 8 i [Isa. 29:14] j [Ezek. 35:2]

Verse 9 k Amos 1:12; See 1 Chr. 1:45 j [See ver. 8 above]

Verse 10 l Num. 20:20, 21 m [Ezek. 35:9]

Verse 11 n Ps. 137:7; [Jer. 12:14] o See 2 Kgs. 25:10-20 p Joel 3:3

Verse 12 q [Ps. 22:17] r [Mic. 4:11; 7:8] s [1 Sam. 2:3]

Verse 13 t [Prov. 17:5] u [Ezek. 35:10]

Verse 14 v [Ezek. 21:21]

Verse 15 w See Joel 1:15 x Jer. 50:29; Ezek. 35:15; Hab. 2:8

Verse 16 y See Jer. 25:27, 28 z See Joel 3:17

Verse 17 a [Amos 9:8]; See Joel 2:32 b [Amos 9:12]

Verse 18 c Zech. 12:6; [Isa. 10:17; Jer. 5:14] d See Joel 2:5 e Ezek. 25:14

Verse 19 f [Josh. 10:40; Judg. 1:9] b [See ver. 17 above] g ver. 8 h Jer. 17:26 i See Jer. 23:13

Verse 20 j 1 Kgs. 17:9; [Luke 4:26]
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Jonah

Jonah Flees the Presence of the LORD

 JONAH 1 Now the word of the LORD came to aJonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2Arise, go to bNineveh, that cgreat city, and call out against it, dfor their evil[1] has come up before me. 3But Jonah erose to flee to fTarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to gJoppa and found a ship going to fTarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to fTarshish, haway from the presence of the LORD.

 4But ithe LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened jto break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and keach cried out to his god. And lthey hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6So the captain came and said to him, What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, kcall out to your god! mPerhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.

Jonah Is Thrown into the Sea

 7And they said to one another, Come, let us ncast lots, that we may know on whose account this evil has come upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you? 9And he said to them, I am a Hebrew, and I fear othe LORD, the God of heaven, pwho made the sea and the dry land. 10Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, What is this that you have done! For the men knew that hhe was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

 11Then they said to him, What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us? For the sea grew more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, qfor I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you. 13Nevertheless, the men rowed hard[2] to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. 14Therefore they called out to the LORD, O LORD, let us not perish for this mans life, and rlay not on us innocent blood, sfor you, O LORD, have done as it pleased you. 15So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, tand the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, uand they offered a sacrifice to the LORD vand made vows.

A Great Fish Swallows Jonah

 17[3] And the LORD appointed[4] a great fish to swallow up Jonah. wAnd Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Jonahs Prayer

 JONAH 2 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 2saying,

 xI called out to the LORD, out of my distress,

and he answered me;

yout of the belly of Sheol I cried,

zand you heard my voice.

3 aFor you cast me into the deep,

into the heart of the seas,

and the flood surrounded me;

ball your waves and your billows

passed over me.

4 cThen I said, I am driven away

from your sight;

dyet I shall again look

upon your holy temple.

5 eThe waters closed in over me fto take my life;

the deep surrounded me;

weeds were wrapped about my head

6 at the roots of the mountains.

I went down to the land

whose bars closed upon me forever;

yet you brought up my life from the pit,

O LORD my God.

7 When my life was fainting away,

I remembered the LORD,

gand my prayer came to you,

into your holy temple.

8 hThose who pay regard to vain idols

iforsake their hope of steadfast love.

9 jBut I with the voice of thanksgiving

will sacrifice to you;

what I have vowed I will pay.

kSalvation belongs to the LORD!

 10And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.

Jonah Goes to Nineveh

 JONAH 3 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2Arise, go to lNineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you. 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now lNineveh was an exceedingly great city,[1] three days journey in breadth.[2] 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a days journey. And he called out, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown! 5mAnd the people of Nineveh believed God. nThey called for a fast and oput on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.

The People of Nineveh Repent

 6The word reached[3] the king of Nineveh, and phe arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, qand sat in ashes. 7And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, rBy the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor sbeast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8but let man and sbeast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. tLet everyone turn from his evil way and from uthe violence that is in his hands. 9vWho knows? God may turn and relent wand turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.

 10When God saw what they did, xhow they turned from their evil way, xGod relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

Jonahs Anger and the LORDs Compassion

 JONAH 4 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly,[1] and yhe was angry. 2And he prayed to the LORD and said, O LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? zThat is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a agracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and arelenting from disaster. 3bTherefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, cfor it is better for me to die than to live. 4And the LORD said, dDo you do well to be angry?

 5Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and emade a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city. 6Now the LORD God appointed a plant[2] and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort.[3] So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching feast wind, gand the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he hwas faint. And he asked that he might die and said, cIt is better for me to die than to live. 9But God said to Jonah, iDo you do well to be angry for the plant? And he said, Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die. 10And the LORD said, You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should not I pity jNineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much kcattle?
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Footnotes for Jonah, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 The same Hebrew word can mean evil or disaster, depending on the context; so throughout Jonah

[2] 1:13 Hebrew the men dug in [their oars]

[3] 1:17 Ch 2:1 in Hebrew

[4] 1:17 Or had appointed


Footnotes for Jonah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:3 Hebrew a great city to God

[2] 3:3 Or a visit was a three days' journey

[3] 3:6 Or had reached


Footnotes for Jonah, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Hebrew it was exceedingly evil to Jonah

[2] 4:6 Hebrew qiqayon, probably the castor oil plant; also verses 7, 9, 10

[3] 4:6 Or his evil
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Micah

 MICAH 1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah aof Moresheth bin the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw cconcerning dSamaria and Jerusalem.

The Coming Destruction

 2 eHear, you peoples, all of you;[1]

fpay attention, O earth, and all that is in it,

and glet the Lord GOD be a witness against you,

hthe Lord from his holy temple.

3 For behold, ithe LORD is coming out of jhis place,

and will come down and ktread upon the high places of the earth.

4 And lthe mountains will melt under him,

and the valleys will split open,

like wax before the fire,

like waters poured down a steep place.

5 All this is for mthe transgression of Jacob

and for the sins of the house of Israel.

nWhat is the transgression of Jacob?

Is it not dSamaria?

And what is othe high place of Judah?

Is it not Jerusalem?

6 Therefore I will make dSamaria pa heap in the open country,

a place for planting vineyards,

and I will pour down her stones qinto the valley

and runcover her foundations.

7 All sher carved images shall be beaten to pieces,

tall her wages shall be burned with fire,

and all her idols I will lay waste,

for from tthe fee of a prostitute she gathered them,

and to the fee of a prostitute they shall return.

 8 uFor this I will lament and wail;

I will go vstripped and naked;

I will make lamentation wlike the jackals,

and mourning xlike the ostriches.

9 yFor her wound is incurable,

and it has come to Judah;

it has reached to the gate of my people,

to Jerusalem.

 10 zTell it not in aGath;

weep not at all;

in Beth-le-aphrah

broll yourselves in the dust.

11 Pass on your way,

inhabitants of Shaphir,

cin nakedness and shame;

the inhabitants of Zaanan

do not come out;

the lamentation of Beth-ezel

shall take away from you its standing place.

12 For the inhabitants of Maroth

wait anxiously for good,

because disaster has come down dfrom the LORD

to the gate of Jerusalem.

13 Harness the steeds to the chariots,

inhabitants of eLachish;

it was the beginning of sin

to the daughter of Zion,

for in you were found

fthe transgressions of Israel.

14 Therefore you shall give parting gifts[2]

to gMoresheth-gath;

the houses of hAchzib shall be a deceitful thing

to the kings of Israel.

15 I will again bring ia conqueror to you,

inhabitants of hMareshah;

the glory of Israel

shall come to jAdullam.

16 kMake yourselves bald and cut off your hair,

for the children of your delight;

kmake yourselves as bald as the eagle,

for they shall go from you into exile.

Woe to the Oppressors

 MICAH 2  lWoe to those who devise wickedness

and work evil mon their beds!

When the morning dawns, they perform it,

because it is in the power of their hand.

2 They covet fields and nseize them,

and houses, and take them away;

they oppress a man and his house,

a man and his inheritance.

3 Therefore thus says the LORD:

behold, against othis family I am devising disaster,[1]

from which you cannot remove your necks,

and you pshall not walk haughtily,

qfor it will be a time of disaster.

4 In that day rthey shall take up a taunt song against you

and moan bitterly,

and say, We are utterly ruined;

she changes the portion of my people;

show he removes it from me!

tTo an apostate he allots our fields.

5 Therefore you will have none uto cast the line by lot

in the assembly of the LORD.

 6 vDo not preachthus they preach

wone should not preach of such things;

xdisgrace will not overtake us.

7 Should this be said, O house of Jacob?

vHas the LORD grown impatient?[2]

Are these his deeds?

Do not my words do good

to him who walks uprightly?

8 But lately ymy people have risen up as an enemy;

you strip the rich robe from those who pass by trustingly

with no thought of war.[3]

9 The women of my people you drive out

from their delightful houses;

from their young children you take away

my splendor forever.

10 zArise and go,

for this is no aplace to rest,

because of buncleanness that destroys

with a grievous destruction.

11 If a man should go about and cutter wind and lies,

saying, I will preach to you dof wine and strong drink,

he would be the preacher for this people!

12 I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob;

eI will gather fthe remnant of Israel;

I will set them together

like sheep in a fold,

hlike a flock in its pasture,

a noisy multitude of men.

13 iHe who opens the breach goes up before them;

they break through and pass the gate,

jgoing out by it.

Their king passes on before them,

kthe LORD at their head.

Rulers and Prophets Denounced

 MICAH 3  And I said:

lHear, you heads of Jacob

and rulers of the house of Israel!

mIs it not for you to know justice?

2 you nwho hate the good and love the evil,

owho tear the skin from off my people[1]

and their flesh from off their bones,

3 pwho eat the flesh of my people,

and flay their skin from off them,

and break their bones in pieces

and chop them up like meat in a pot,

like flesh in a cauldron.

 4 qThen they will cry to the LORD,

but he will not answer them;

rhe will hide his face from them at that time,

because they have made their deeds evil.

 5 Thus says the LORD concerning sthe prophets

who lead my people astray,

twho cry Peace

when they have something to eat,

but declare war against him

who puts nothing into their mouths.

6 Therefore uit shall be night to you, without vision,

and darkness to you, without divination.

vThe sun shall go down on the prophets,

and the day shall be black over them;

7 wthe seers shall be disgraced,

and the diviners put to shame;

xthey shall all cover their lips,

for ythere is no answer from God.

8 But as for me, zI am filled with power,

with the Spirit of the LORD,

and with justice and might,

to declare to Jacob ahis transgression

and to Israel his sin.

 9 bHear this, you heads of the house of Jacob

and rulers of the house of Israel,

cwho detest justice

and make crooked all that is straight,

10 dwho build Zion with blood

and Jerusalem with iniquity.

11 eIts heads give judgment for a bribe;

fits priests teach for a price;

gits prophets practice divination for money;

hyet they lean on the LORD and isay,

Is not the LORD in the midst of us?

jNo disaster shall come upon us.

12 Therefore because of you

kZion shall be plowed as a field;

Jerusalem lshall become a heap of ruins,

and mthe mountain of the house na wooded height.

The Mountain of the LORD

 MICAH 4  It shall come to pass oin the latter days

that the mountain of the house of the LORD

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

and it shall be lifted up above the hills;

and peoples shall flow to it,

2 and many nations shall come, and say:

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.

For out of Zion shall go forth the law,[1]

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

3 He shall judge between many peoples,

and shall decide for strong nations far away;

and they shall pbeat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war anymore;

4 qbut they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,

rand no one shall make them afraid,

sfor the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.

5 For tall the peoples walk

each in the name of its god,

but uwe will walk in the name of the LORD our God

forever and ever.

The LORD Shall Rescue Zion

 6 vIn that day, declares the LORD,

wI will assemble the xlame

and gather those who have been driven away

and those whom I have afflicted;

7 and the lame I will make ythe remnant,

and those who were cast off, a strong nation;

and zthe LORD will reign over them ain Mount Zion

from this time forth and forevermore.

 8 And you, O tower of the flock,

hill of the daughter of Zion,

to you shall it come,

the former dominion shall come,

kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem.

 9 Now why do you cry aloud?

bIs there no king in you?

cHas your counselor perished,

that dpain seized you like a woman in labor?

10 eWrithe and groan,[2] O daughter of Zion,

like a woman in labor,

for fnow you shall go out from the city

and dwell in the open country;

you gshall go to Babylon.

There you shall be rescued;

hthere the LORD will redeem you

from the hand of your enemies.

 11 Now imany nations

are assembled against you,

saying, Let her be defiled,

and jlet our eyes gaze upon Zion.

12 But kthey do not know

the thoughts of the LORD;

they do not understand his plan,

that lhe has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor.

13 Arise and thresh,

O daughter of Zion,

for I will make your horn iron,

and I will make your hoofs bronze;

you shall beat in pieces many peoples;

and mshall devote[3] ntheir gain to the LORD,

their wealth to othe Lord of the whole earth.

The Ruler to Be Born in Bethlehem

 MICAH 5  [1] Now muster your troops, O daughter[2] of troops;

siege is laid against us;

with a rod pthey strike the judge of Israel

on the cheek.

2 [3] qBut you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of rJudah,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be sruler in Israel,

twhose coming forth is ufrom of old,

from ancient days.

3 Therefore he shall give them up vuntil the time

when she who is in labor has given birth;

then wthe rest of his brothers shall return

to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand xand shepherd his flock yin the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now zhe shall be great

to the ends of the earth.

5 And he shall be atheir peace.

 bWhen the Assyrian comes into our land

and treads in our palaces,

then we will raise against him seven cshepherds

and eight princes of men;

6 they shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword,

and the land of dNimrod at its entrances;

and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian

bwhen he comes into our land

and treads within our border.

A Remnant Shall Be Delivered

 7 Then wthe remnant of Jacob shall be

in the midst of many peoples

like dew from the LORD,

like showers on the grass,

which delay not for a man

nor wait for the children of man.

8 And wthe remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations,

in the midst of many peoples,

like a lion among the beasts of the forest,

like a young lion among the flocks of sheep,

ewhich, when it goes through, treads down

and tears in pieces, and there is none to deliver.

9 Your hand shall fbe lifted up over your adversaries,

and all your enemies shall be cut off.

 10 And gin that day, declares the LORD,

hI will cut off your horses from among you

and will destroy your chariots;

11 iand I will cut off the cities of your land

and throw down all your strongholds;

12 and I will cut off jsorceries from your hand,

and kyou shall have no more tellers of fortunes;

13 and lI will cut off your carved images

and myour pillars from among you,

nand you shall bow down no more

to the work of your hands;

14 and I will root out your oAsherah images from among you

iand destroy your cities.

15 And in anger and wrath pI will execute vengeance

on the nations that did not obey.

The Indictment of the LORD

 MICAH 6  qHear what the LORD says:

Arise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.

2 rHear, you mountains, sthe indictment of the LORD,

and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has an indictment against his people,

and he will contend with Israel.

 3 O my people, twhat have I done to you?

uHow have I wearied you? Answer me!

4 For vI brought you up from the land of Egypt

and wredeemed you from the house of slavery,

and I sent before you Moses,

Aaron, and xMiriam.

5 O my people, remember ywhat Balak king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,

and what happened from zShittim to Gilgal,

that you may know athe righteous acts of the LORD.

What Does the LORD Require?

 6 bWith what shall I come before the LORD,

and bow myself before cGod on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

with calves a year old?

7 dWill the LORD be pleased with[1] thousands of rams,

with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

eShall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8 He has told you, O man, what is good;

and fwhat does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,[2]

and to gwalk humbly with your God?

Destruction of the Wicked

 9 The voice of the LORD cries to the city

and it is sound wisdom to fear hyour name:

Hear of ithe rod and of him who appointed it![3]

10 Can I forget any longer the treasures[4] of wickedness in the house of the wicked,

and the scant measure that is accursed?

11 Shall I acquit the man jwith wicked scales

and with a bag of deceitful weights?

12 Your[5] rich men are kfull of violence;

your inhabitants lspeak lies,

and mtheir tongue is deceitful in their mouth.

13 Therefore I strike you with a grievous blow,

nmaking you desolate because of your sins.

14 oYou shall eat, but not be satisfied,

and there shall be hunger within you;

you shall put away, but not preserve,

and what you preserve I will give to the sword.

15 pYou shall sow, but not reap;

you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil;

you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine.

16 For you have kept the statutes of qOmri,[6]

and all the works of the house of rAhab;

and you have walked in their counsels,

that I may make you sa desolation, and your[7] inhabitants sa hissing;

so you shall bear tthe scorn of my people.

Wait for the God of Salvation

 MICAH 7  Woe is me! For I have become

uas when the summer fruit has been gathered,

as when the grapes have been gleaned:

there is no cluster to eat,

no vfirst-ripe fig that my soul desires.

2 wThe godly has perished from the earth,

and xthere is no one upright among mankind;

ythey all lie in wait for blood,

and zeach hunts the other with a net.

3 aTheir hands are on what is evil, to do it well;

bthe prince and cthe judge ask for a bribe,

and the great man utters the evil desire of his soul;

thus they weave it together.

4 The best of them is dlike a brier,

the most upright of them a thorn hedge.

The day of eyour watchmen, of your punishment, has come;

fnow their confusion is at hand.

5 gPut no trust in a neighbor;

have no confidence in a friend;

guard hthe doors of your mouth

from her who lies in your arms;[1]

6 for ithe son treats the father with contempt,

the daughter rises up against her mother,

the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

ja mans enemies are the men of his own house.

7 But as for me, I will look to the LORD;

kI will wait for the God of my salvation;

my God will hear me.

 8 lRejoice not over me, O mmy enemy;

nwhen I fall, I shall rise;

owhen I sit in darkness,

the LORD will be a light to me.

9 pI will bear the indignation of the LORD

because I have sinned against him,

until qhe pleads my cause

and executes judgment for me.

rHe will bring me out to the light;

I shall look upon his vindication.

10 Then smy enemy will see,

and shame will cover her who tsaid to me,

Where is the LORD your God?

uMy eyes will look upon her;

now she will be trampled down

vlike the mire of the streets.

 11 wA day for the building of your walls!

In that day the boundary shall be far extended.

12 In that day they[2] will come to you,

yfrom Assyria and the cities of Egypt,

and from Egypt to zthe River,

afrom sea to sea and from mountain to mountain.

13 But bthe earth will be desolate

because of its inhabitants,

for the fruit of their deeds.

 14 cShepherd your people dwith your staff,

the flock of your inheritance,

who dwell alone in a forest

ein the midst of fa garden land;[3]

let them graze in Bashan and Gilead

as in the days of old.

15 gAs in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt,

I will show them[4] marvelous things.

16 hThe nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might;

ithey shall lay their hands on their mouths;

their ears shall be deaf;

17 jthey shall lick the dust like a serpent,

like the crawling things of the earth;

kthey shall come trembling out of their strongholds;

lthey shall turn in dread to the LORD our God,

and they shall be in fear of you.

Gods Steadfast Love and Compassion

 18 mWho is a God like you, npardoning iniquity

and passing over transgression

nfor the remnant of his inheritance?

oHe does not retain his anger forever,

because he delights in steadfast love.

19 He will pagain have compassion on us;

qhe will tread our iniquities underfoot.

rYou will cast all our[5] sins

into the depths of the sea.

20 sYou will show faithfulness to Jacob

and steadfast love to Abraham,

tas you have sworn to our fathers

from the days of old.
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Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 Hebrew all of them

[2] 1:14 Or give dowry


Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 2

[1] 2:3 The same Hebrew word can mean evil or disaster, depending on the context

[2] 2:7 Hebrew Has the spirit of the LORD grown short?

[3] 2:8 Or returning from war


Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Hebrew from off them


Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 4

[1] 4:2 Or teaching

[2] 4:10 Or push

[3] 4:13 Hebrew devote to destruction


Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Ch 4:14 in Hebrew

[2] 5:1 That is, city

[3] 5:2 Ch 5:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 6

[1] 6:7 Or Will the LORD accept

[2] 6:8 Or steadfast love

[3] 6:9 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[4] 6:10 Or Are there still treasures

[5] 6:12 Hebrew whose

[6] 6:16 Hebrew For the statutes of Omri are kept

[7] 6:16 Hebrew its


Footnotes for Micah, Chapter 7

[1] 7:5 Hebrew bosom

[2] 7:12 Hebrew he

[3] 7:14 Hebrew of Carmel

[4] 7:15 Hebrew him

[5] 7:19 Hebrew their
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Nahum

 NAHUM 1 aAn oracle concerning bNineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh.

Gods Wrath Against Nineveh

 2 cThe LORD is a jealous and avenging God;

the LORD is avenging and wrathful;

dthe LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries

and ekeeps wrath for his enemies.

3 fThe LORD is slow to anger and ggreat in power,

and hthe LORD will by no means clear the guilty.

iHis way is in whirlwind and storm,

and the clouds are the dust of his feet.

4 jHe rebukes the sea and makes it dry;

he dries up all the rivers;

kBashan and lCarmel wither;

the bloom of kLebanon withers.

5 mThe mountains quake before him;

nthe hills melt;

the earth heaves before him,

othe world and all who dwell in it.

 6 pWho can stand before his indignation?

Who can endure the heat of his anger?

His wrath qis poured out like fire,

and rthe rocks are broken into pieces by him.

7 sThe LORD is good,

ta stronghold in the day of trouble;

uhe knows those who take refuge in him.

8 But vwith an overflowing flood

he will make a complete end of the adversaries,[1]

and wwill pursue his enemies into darkness.

9 What xdo you plot against the LORD?

yHe will make a complete end;

trouble will not rise up a second time.

10 For they are zlike entangled thorns,

like drunkards as they drink;

athey are consumed like stubble fully dried.

11 From you came one

bwho plotted evil against the LORD,

a worthless counselor.

 12 Thus says the LORD,

Though they are at full strength and many,

cthey will be cut down and pass away.

dThough I have afflicted you,

I will afflict you no more.

13 And now eI will break his yoke from off you

and will burst your bonds apart.

 14 The LORD has given commandment about you:

fNo more shall your name be perpetuated;

from gthe house of your gods I will cut off

the carved image and the metal image.

hI will make your grave, ifor you are vile.

 15 [2] jBehold, upon the mountains, kthe feet of him

who brings good news,

who publishes peace!

lKeep your feasts, O Judah;

mfulfill your vows,

nfor never again shall the worthless pass through you;

he is utterly cut off.

The Destruction of Nineveh

 NAHUM 2  oThe scatterer has come up against you.

pMan the ramparts;

watch the road;

dress for battle;[1]

collect all your strength.

 2 For qthe LORD is restoring the majesty of Jacob

as the majesty of Israel,

for plunderers have plundered them

and rruined their branches.

 3 The shield of his mighty men is red;

shis soldiers are clothed in scarlet.

The chariots come with flashing metal

on the day he musters them;

the cypress spears are brandished.

4 tThe chariots race madly through the streets;

they rush to and fro through the squares;

they gleam like torches;

they dart like lightning.

5 He remembers uhis officers;

vthey stumble as they go,

they hasten to the wall;

the siege tower[2] is set up.

6 wThe river gates are opened;

the palace xmelts away;

7 its mistress[3] is ystripped;[4] she is carried off,

her slave girls zlamenting,

moaning like doves

and beating their breasts.

8 bNineveh is like a pool

whose waters run away.[5]

Halt! Halt! they cry,

but cnone turns back.

9 Plunder the silver,

plunder the gold!

There is no end of the treasure

or of the wealth of all precious things.

 10 dDesolate! Desolation and ruin!

eHearts melt and fknees tremble;

ganguish is in all loins;

hall faces grow pale!

11 Where is the lions den,

the feeding place of ithe young lions,

where the lion and lioness went,

where his cubs were, with jnone to disturb?

12 kThe lion tore enough for his cubs

and lstrangled prey for his lionesses;

he filled his caves with prey

and his dens with torn flesh.

 13mBehold, I am against you, declares the LORD of hosts, and nI will burn your[6] chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions. I will cut off your prey from the earth, and othe voice of your messengers shall no longer be heard.

Woe to Nineveh

 NAHUM 3  Woe to pthe bloody city,

all full of lies and plunder

qno end to the prey!

2 The crack of the whip, and rrumble of the wheel,

sgalloping horse and tbounding chariot!

3 Horsemen charging,

flashing sword and uglittering spear,

vhosts of slain,

heaps of corpses,

dead bodies without end

they stumble over the bodies!

4 And all for the countless whorings of the wprostitute,

xgraceful and of deadly charms,

who betrays nations with her whorings,

and peoples with her charms.

 5 mBehold, I am against you,

declares the LORD of hosts,

and ywill lift up your skirts over your face;

and I will make nations look at zyour nakedness

and kingdoms at your shame.

6 I will throw filth at you

and atreat you with contempt

and make you ba spectacle.

7 And all who look at you cwill shrink from you and say,

Wasted is dNineveh; ewho will grieve for her?

fWhere shall I seek comforters for you?

 8 gAre you better than hThebes[1]

that sat iby the Nile,

with water around her,

her rampart a sea,

and water her wall?

9 jCush was her strength;

Egypt too, and that without limit;

kPut and the lLibyans were her[2] helpers.

 10 mYet she became an exile;

she went into captivity;

nher infants were dashed in pieces

at the head of every street;

for her honored men olots were cast,

pand all her great men were bound in chains.

11 qYou also will be drunken;

you will go into hiding;

ryou will seek a refuge from the enemy.

12 All your fortresses are slike fig trees

with first-ripe figs

if shaken they fall

into the mouth of the eater.

13 Behold, your troops

tare women in your midst.

The gates of your land

are wide open to your enemies;

fire has devoured your bars.

 14 uDraw water for the siege;

rstrengthen your forts;

go into the clay;

tread the mortar;

take hold of the brick mold!

15 There will the fire devour you;

the sword will cut you off.

It will vdevour you wlike the locust.

Multiply yourselves wlike the locust;

multiply wlike the grasshopper!

16 You increased xyour merchants

more than the stars of the heavens.

wThe locust spreads its wings and flies away.

 17 Your zprinces are wlike grasshoppers,

ayour scribes[3] like clouds of locusts

settling on the fences

in a day of cold

when the sun rises, they fly away;

no one knows where they are.

 18 Your shepherds bare asleep,

O king of Assyria;

cyour nobles slumber.

Your people dare scattered on the mountains

with none to gather them.

19 There is no easing your hurt;

eyour wound is grievous.

All who hear the news about you

fclap their hands over you.

For gupon whom has not come

your unceasing evil?
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Footnotes for Nahum, Chapter 1

[1] 1:8 Hebrew of her place

[2] 1:15 Ch 2:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Nahum, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Hebrew gird your loins

[2] 2:5 Or the mantelet

[3] 2:7 The meaning of the Hebrew word rendered its mistress is uncertain

[4] 2:7 Or exiled

[5] 2:8 Compare Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[6] 2:13 Hebrew her


Footnotes for Nahum, Chapter 3

[1] 3:8 Hebrew No-amon

[2] 3:9 Hebrew your

[3] 3:17 Or marshals
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Habakkuk

 HABAKKUK 1 aThe oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.

Habakkuks Complaint

 2 O LORD, bhow long shall I cry for help,

and you will not hear?

Or cry to you cViolence!

and you will not save?

3 dWhy do you make me see iniquity,

and why do you idly look at wrong?

Destruction cand violence are before me;

strife and contention arise.

4 eSo the law is paralyzed,

and justice never goes forth.

fFor the wicked surround the righteous;

so justice goes forth perverted.

The LORDs Answer

 5 gLook among the nations, and see;

wonder and be astounded.

hFor I am doing a work in your days

that you would not believe if told.

6 For behold, iI am raising up the Chaldeans,

that bitter and hasty nation,

jwho march through the breadth of the earth,

kto seize dwellings not their own.

7 They are dreaded and fearsome;

ltheir justice and dignity go forth from themselves.

8 mTheir horses are swifter than leopards,

more fierce than nthe evening wolves;

their horsemen press proudly on.

Their horsemen come from afar;

othey fly like an eagle swift to devour.

9 They all come pfor violence,

all their faces forward.

They gather captives rlike sand.

10 At kings they scoff,

and at rulers they laugh.

sThey laugh at every fortress,

for tthey pile up earth and take it.

11 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on,

uguilty men, vwhose own might is their god!

Habakkuks Second Complaint

 12 Are you not wfrom everlasting,

O LORD my God, my Holy One?

xWe shall not die.

O LORD, yyou have ordained them as a judgment,

and you, O zRock, have established them for reproof.

13 You who are aof purer eyes than to see evil

and cannot look at wrong,

bwhy do you idly look at traitors

and cremain silent when the wicked swallows up

the man more righteous than he?

14 You make mankind like the fish of the sea,

like crawling things that have no ruler.

15 dHe[1] brings all of them up ewith a hook;

he drags them out with his net;

he gathers them in his dragnet;

so he rejoices and is glad.

16 fTherefore he sacrifices to his net

and makes offerings to his dragnet;

for by them he lives in luxury,[2]

and his food is rich.

17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net

gand mercilessly killing nations forever?

 HABAKKUK 2  I will htake my stand at my watchpost

and station myself on the tower,

and ilook out to see jwhat he will say to me,

and what I will answer concerning my complaint.

The Righteous Shall Live by His Faith

 2And the LORD answered me:

 kWrite the vision;

make it plain on tablets,

so he may run who reads it.

3 For still lthe vision awaits its appointed time;

it hastens to the endit will not lie.

If it seems slow, mwait for it;

nit will surely come; it will not delay.

 4 Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,

but othe righteous shall live by his faith.[1]

 5 Moreover, wine[2] is pa traitor,

an arrogant man who is never at rest.[3]

His greed is as wide as Sheol;

like death qhe has never enough.

rHe gathers for himself all nations

and collects as his own all peoples.

Woe to the Chaldeans

 6Shall not all these stake up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and say,

 tWoe to him uwho heaps up what is not his own

for vhow long?

and wloads himself with pledges!

7 xWill not your debtors suddenly arise,

and those awake who will make you tremble?

Then you will be spoil for them.

8 yBecause you have plundered many nations,

all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you,

zfor the blood of man and yviolence to the earth,

to cities and all who dwell in them.

 9 tWoe to him who gets evil gain for his house,

ato bset his nest on high,

to be safe from the reach of harm!

10 You have devised shame for your house

cby cutting off many peoples;

you have forfeited your life.

11 For dthe stone will cry out from the wall,

and the beam from the woodwork respond.

 12 tWoe to him ewho builds a town with blood

and founds a city on iniquity!

13 Behold, is it not from the LORD of hosts

that fpeoples labor merely for fire,

and nations weary themselves for nothing?

14 gFor the earth will be filled

with the knowledge of hthe glory of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea.

 15 tWoe to him iwho makes his neighbors drink

you pour out your wrath and make them drunk,

in order to gaze jat their nakedness!

16 You will have your fill kof shame instead of glory.

lDrink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision!

lThe cup in the LORDs right hand

will come around to you,

and mutter shame will come upon your glory!

17 nThe violence odone to Lebanon will overwhelm you,

as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified them,

nfor the blood of man and violence to the earth,

to cities and all who dwell in them.

 18 pWhat profit is an idol

when its maker has shaped it,

a metal image, qa teacher of lies?

For its maker trusts in his own creation

when he makes rspeechless idols!

19 sWoe to him twho says to a wooden thing, Awake;

to a silent stone, Arise!

Can this teach?

Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver,

and uthere is no breath at all in it.

20 But vthe LORD is in his holy temple;

wlet all the earth keep silence before him.

Habakkuks Prayer

 HABAKKUK 3 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth.

 2 O LORD, xI have heard the report of you,

and yyour work, O LORD, do I fear.

In the midst of the years zrevive it;

in the midst of the years make it known;

ain wrath remember mercy.

3 God came from bTeman,

cand the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah

His splendor covered the heavens,

and the earth was full of his praise.

4 dHis brightness was like the light;

rays flashed from his hand;

and there he veiled his power.

5 eBefore him went pestilence,

and plague followed fat his heels.[1]

6 He stood gand measured the earth;

he looked and shook the nations;

then the heternal mountains iwere scattered;

the everlasting hills sank low.

His were jthe everlasting ways.

7 I saw the tents of kCushan in affliction;

lthe curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

8 mWas your wrath against the rivers, O LORD?

Was your anger against the rivers,

mor your indignation against the sea,

nwhen you rode on your horses,

non your chariot of salvation?

9 You stripped the sheath from your bow,

calling for many arrows.[2] Selah

pYou split the earth with rivers.

10 qThe mountains saw you and writhed;

the raging waters swept on;

rthe deep gave forth its voice;

sit lifted its hands on high.

11 tThe sun and moon stood still in their place

uat the light of your arrows as they sped,

at the flash of your glittering spear.

12 vYou marched through the earth in fury;

wyou threshed the nations in anger.

13 vYou went out for the salvation of your people,

for the salvation of xyour anointed.

yYou crushed the head of the house of the wicked,

laying him bare from thigh to neck.[3] Selah

14 You pierced with his own arrows the heads of his warriors,

who came like a whirlwind to scatter me,

rejoicing as if to devour the poor in secret.

15 zYou trampled the sea with your horses,

the surging of mighty waters.

 16 aI hear, and bmy body trembles;

my lips quiver at the sound;

crottenness enters into my bones;

my legs tremble beneath me.

Yet dI will quietly wait for the day of trouble

to come upon people who invade us.

Habakkuk Rejoices in the LORD

 17 Though the fig tree should not blossom,

nor fruit be on the vines,

the produce of the olive fail

and the fields yield no food,

the flock be cut off from the fold

and there be no herd in the stalls,

18 eyet I will rejoice in the LORD;

fI will take joy in the God of my salvation.

19 GOD, the Lord, is my strength;

ghe makes my feet like the deers;

he makes me htread on my ihigh places.

 jTo the choirmaster: with kstringed[4] instruments.
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Footnotes for Habakkuk, Chapter 1

[1] 1:15 That is, the wicked foe

[2] 1:16 Hebrew his portion is fat


Footnotes for Habakkuk, Chapter 2

[1] 2:4 Or faithfulness

[2] 2:5 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll wealth

[3] 2:5 The meaning of the Hebrew of these two lines is uncertain


Footnotes for Habakkuk, Chapter 3

[1] 3:5 Hebrew feet

[2] 3:9 The meaning of the Hebrew line is uncertain

[3] 3:13 The meaning of the Hebrew line is uncertain

[4] 3:19 Hebrew my stringed
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Zephaniah

 ZEPHANIAH 1 The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, ain the days of bJosiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

The Coming Judgment on Judah

 2 cI will utterly sweep away everything

from the face of the earth, declares the LORD.

3 I will sweep away dman and beast;

I will sweep away the birds of the heavens

and dthe fish of the sea,

and ethe rubble[1] with the wicked.

I will fcut off mankind

from the face of the earth, declares the LORD.

4 I will stretch out my hand against Judah

and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

gand I will cut off from this place the remnant of Baal

and the name of the idolatrous priests along with the priests,

5 hthose who bow down on the roofs

to the host of the heavens,

ithose who bow down and swear to the LORD

and yet swear by jMilcom,

6 kthose who have turned back from following the LORD,

lwho do not seek the LORD or inquire of him.

The Day of the LORD Is Near

 7 mBe silent before the Lord GOD!

For nthe day of the LORD is near;

othe LORD has prepared a sacrifice

and pconsecrated his guests.

8 And on the day of the LORDs sacrifice

qI will punish the officials and the kings sons

and rall who array themselves in foreign attire.

9 On that day I will punish

everyone swho leaps over the threshold,

and those who fill their masters[2] house

with violence and fraud.

 10 On that day, declares the LORD,

a cry will be heard from tthe Fish Gate,

ua wail from vthe Second Quarter,

a loud crash from the hills.

11 wWail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!

For all the traders[3] are no more;

all who weigh out silver are cut off.

12 At that time xI will search Jerusalem with lamps,

and I will punish the men

ywho are complacent,[4]

zthose who say in their hearts,

The LORD will not do good,

nor will he do ill.

13 Their goods shall be aplundered,

and their houses laid waste.

bThough they build houses,

they shall not inhabit them;

cthough they plant vineyards,

they shall not drink wine from them.

 14 dThe great day of the LORD is near,

near and hastening fast;

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;

ethe mighty man cries aloud there.

15 fA day of wrath is that day,

a day of distress and anguish,

a day of gruin and devastation,

ha day of darkness and gloom,

ha day of clouds and thick darkness,

16 ia day of trumpet blast and battle cry

jagainst the fortified cities

and against the lofty battlements.

 17 kI will bring distress on mankind,

so that they shall walk llike the blind,

because they have sinned against the LORD;

mtheir blood shall be poured out like dust,

and their flesh nlike dung.

18 oNeither their silver nor their gold

shall be able to deliver them

on the day of the wrath of the LORD.

pIn the fire of his jealousy,

qall the earth shall be consumed;

rfor a full and sudden end

he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

Judgment on Judahs Enemies

 ZEPHANIAH 2  Gather together, yes, gather,

O sshameless nation,

2 tbefore the decree takes effect[1]

before the day passes away ulike chaff

vbefore there comes upon you

the burning anger of the LORD,

before there comes upon you

the day of the anger of the LORD.

3 wSeek the LORD, xall you humble of the land,

who do his just commands;[2]

yseek righteousness; seek humility;

yperhaps zyou may be hidden

on the day of the anger of the LORD.

4 aFor Gaza shall be deserted,

and Ashkelon shall become a desolation;

Ashdods people shall be driven out at noon,

and Ekron shall be uprooted.

 5 Woe to byou inhabitants of the seacoast,

you nation of cthe Cherethites!

dThe word of the LORD is against you,

eO Canaan, land of the Philistines;

and I will destroy you funtil no inhabitant is left.

6 gAnd you, O seacoast, hshall be pastures,

with meadows[3] for shepherds

and folds for flocks.

7 iThe seacoast shall become the possession

of jthe remnant of the house of Judah,

hon which they shall graze,

and in the houses of Ashkelon

they shall lie down at evening.

For the LORD their God kwill be mindful of them

and lrestore their fortunes.

 8 I have heard mthe taunts of Moab

and nthe revilings of the Ammonites,

how they have taunted my people

and made boasts oagainst their territory.

9 Therefore, pas I live, declares the LORD of hosts,

the God of Israel,

Moab shall become qlike Sodom,

and the Ammonites qlike Gomorrah,

a land possessed by nettles and salt pits,

and a waste forever.

The remnant of my people shall plunder them,

and the survivors of my nation shall possess them.

10 This shall be their lot in return rfor their pride,

because they taunted and boasted

against the people of the LORD of hosts.

11 The LORD will be awesome against them;

sfor he will famish all the gods of the earth,

and tto him shall bow down,

each in its place,

all uthe lands of the nations.

 12 vYou also, O Cushites,

shall be slain by my sword.

 13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north

wand destroy Assyria,

and he xwill make Nineveh a desolation,

a dry waste like the desert.

14 yHerds shall lie down in her midst,

all kinds of beasts;[4]

zeven the owl and the hedgehog[5]

shall lodge in her capitals;

a voice shall hoot in the window;

devastation will be on the threshold;

for aher cedar work will be laid bare.

15 This is the exultant city

bthat lived securely,

that said in her heart,

I am, and there is no one else.

What a desolation she has become,

ca lair for wild beasts!

dEveryone who passes by her

hisses and eshakes his fist.

Judgment on Jerusalem and the Nations

 ZEPHANIAH 3  Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled,

fthe oppressing city!

2 She listens to no voice;

gshe accepts no correction.

hShe does not trust in the LORD;

she does not draw near to her God.

 3 iHer officials within her

are roaring lions;

her judges are jevening wolves

that leave nothing till the morning.

4 kHer prophets are fickle, treacherous men;

kher priests lprofane what is holy;

they do violence to the law.

5 The LORD within her mis righteous;

he does no injustice;

every morning he shows forth his justice;

each dawn he does not fail;

but nthe unjust knows no shame.

 6 oI have cut off nations;

their battlements are in ruins;

I have laid waste their streets

pso that no one walks in them;

their cities have been made desolate,

without a man, without an inhabitant.

7 qI said, Surely you will fear me;

ryou will accept correction.

Then your[1] dwelling would not be cut off

according to all that I have appointed against you.[2]

But sall the more they were eager

to make all their deeds corrupt.

 8 Therefore twait for me, declares the LORD,

for the day when I rise up to seize the prey.

For my decision is uto gather nations,

to assemble kingdoms,

to pour out upon them my indignation,

all my burning anger;

for in the fire of my jealousy

vall the earth shall be consumed.

The Conversion of the Nations

 9 For at that time I will change the speech of the peoples

to wa pure speech,

that all of them may call upon the name of the LORD

and serve him with one accord.

10 xFrom beyond the rivers yof Cush

my worshipers, the daughter of my dispersed ones,

shall bring my offering.

 11 zOn that day ayou shall not be put to shame

because of the deeds by which you have rebelled against me;

for then bI will remove from your midst

your proudly exultant ones,

and cyou shall no longer be haughty

in my holy mountain.

12 But I will leave in your midst

a people dhumble and lowly.

eThey shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD,

13 fthose who are left in Israel;

they gshall do no injustice

and speak no lies,

hnor shall there be found in their mouth

a deceitful tongue.

iFor they shall graze and lie down,

and none shall make them afraid.

Israels Joy and Restoration

 14 jSing aloud, O daughter of Zion;

shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,

O daughter of Jerusalem!

15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;

he has cleared away your enemies.

kThe King of Israel, lthe LORD, is in your midst;

you shall never again fear evil.

16 zOn that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:

Fear not, O Zion;

mlet not your hands grow weak.

17 lThe LORD your God is in your midst,

na mighty one who will save;

ohe will rejoice over you with gladness;

he will quiet you by his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing.

18 I will gather those of you who mourn pfor the festival,

so that you will no longer suffer reproach.[3]

19 Behold, at that time qI will deal

with all your oppressors.

And rI will save the lame

and gather the outcast,

and I will change stheir shame into tpraise

and renown in all the earth.

20 uAt that time I will bring you in,

at the time when I gather you together;

for I will make you renowned and praised

among all the peoples of the earth,

vwhen I restore your fortunes

before your eyes, says the LORD.
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Footnotes for Zephaniah, Chapter 1

[1] 1:3 Or stumbling blocks (that is, idols)

[2] 1:9 Or their Lord's

[3] 1:11 Or all the people of Canaan

[4] 1:12 Hebrew are thickening on the dregs [of their wine]


Footnotes for Zephaniah, Chapter 2

[1] 2:2 Hebrew gives birth

[2] 2:3 Or who carry out his judgment

[3] 2:6 Or caves

[4] 2:14 Hebrew beasts of every nation

[5] 2:14 The identity of the animals rendered owl and hedgehog is uncertain


Footnotes for Zephaniah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:7 Hebrew her

[2] 3:7 Hebrew her

[3] 3:18 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain
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Haggai

The Command to Rebuild the Temple

 HAGGAI 1 aIn the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to bZerubbabel the son of cShealtiel, governor of Judah, and to dJoshua the son of eJehozadak, the high priest: 2Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD. 3Then the word of the LORD came fby the hand of Haggai the prophet, 4gIs it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while hthis house lies in ruins? 5Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: iConsider your ways. 6jYou have sown much, and harvested little. kYou eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who learns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.

 7Thus says the LORD of hosts: iConsider your ways. 8Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that mI may take pleasure in it and that nI may be glorified, says the LORD. 9jYou looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, oI blew it away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house hthat lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house. 10Therefore pthe heavens above you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. 11And qI have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on rthe grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and son all their labors.

The People Obey the LORD

 12tThen uZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and uJoshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all vthe remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 13Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORDs message, wI am with you, declares the LORD. 14And xthe LORD stirred up the spirit of uZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of yJoshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all zthe remnant of the people. And they came and aworked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15bon the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.

The Coming Glory of the Temple

 HAGGAI 2 cIn the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 2Speak now to dZerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to dJoshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, 3eWho is left among you who saw this house fin its former glory? How do you see it now? gIs it not as nothing in your eyes? 4Yet now hbe strong, O dZerubbabel, declares the LORD. hBe strong, O dJoshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. hBe strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. iWork, for jI am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 5kaccording to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. lMy Spirit remains in your midst. mFear not. 6For thus says the LORD of hosts: nYet once more, in a little while, oI will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and pI will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 8qThe silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9rThe latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And sin this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.

Blessings for a Defiled People

 10tOn the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, uin the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, 11Thus says the LORD of hosts: vAsk the priests about the law: 12If someone carries wholy meat in the fold of his garment and touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become holy? The priests answered and said, xNo. 13Then Haggai said, yIf someone who is unclean by contact with a dead body ztouches any of these, does it become unclean? The priests answered and said, It does become unclean. 14Then Haggai answered and said, aSo is it with this people, and with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And what they offer there is unclean. 15Now then, bconsider from this day onward.[1] Before stone was placed upon stone in the temple of the LORD, 16how did you fare? cWhen[2] one came to a heap of twenty measures, there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were but twenty. 17dI struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and with hail, eyet you did not turn to me, declares the LORD. 18bConsider from this day onward, ffrom the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since gthe day that the foundation of the LORDs temple was laid, bconsider: 19hIs the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this day on iI will bless you.

Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet

 20The word of the LORD came a second time to Haggai fon the twenty-fourth day of the month, 21Speak to jZerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, kI am about to shake the heavens and the earth, 22and lto overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and moverthrow the chariots and their riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, nevery one by the sword of his brother. 23On that day, declares the LORD of hosts, I will take you, O jZerubbabel omy servant, the son of pShealtiel, declares the LORD, and make you qlike a[3] signet ring, ofor I have chosen you, declares the LORD of hosts.
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Zechariah

A Call to Return to the LORD

 ZECHARIAH 1 In the eighth month, ain the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet bZechariah, the son of cBerechiah, son of dIddo, saying, 2eThe LORD was very angry with your fathers. 3Therefore say to them, Thus declares the LORD of hosts: fReturn to me, says the LORD of hosts, and gI will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. 4hDo not be like your fathers, ito whom the former prophets cried out, Thus says the LORD of hosts, fReturn from your evil ways and from your evil deeds. But jthey did not hear or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 5Your fathers, where are they? And kthe prophets, do they live forever? 6lBut my words and my statutes, which I commanded mmy servants the prophets, did they not novertake your fathers? So they repented and said, oAs the LORD of hosts purposed to deal with us for pour ways and pdeeds, so has he dealt with us.

A Vision of a Horseman

 7On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet bZechariah, the son of cBerechiah, son of dIddo, saying, 8I saw in the night, and behold, qa man riding on a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in the glen, and behind him were rred, sorrel, and white horses. 9Then I said, What are these, my lord? sThe angel who talked with me said to me, I will show you what they are. 10So qthe man who was standing among the myrtle trees answered, tThese are they whom the LORD has sent to upatrol the earth. 11And they answered sthe angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees, and said, uWe have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth vremains at rest. 12Then sthe angel of the LORD said, wO LORD of hosts, whow long will you xhave no mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you have been angry these yseventy years? 13And the LORD answered zgracious and comforting words to sthe angel who talked with me. 14So sthe angel who talked with me said to me, Cry out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: aI am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion. 15bAnd I am exceedingly angry with the nations that are cat ease; dfor while I was angry but a little, ethey furthered the disaster. 16Therefore, thus says the LORD, fI have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; gmy house shall be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and hthe measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 17Cry out again, Thus says the LORD of hosts: iMy cities shall again overflow with prosperity, jand the LORD will again comfort Zion and again kchoose Jerusalem.

A Vision of Horns and Craftsmen

 18[1] And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, lfour horns! 19And I said to sthe angel who talked with me, What are these? And he said to me, lThese are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 20Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen. 21And I said, What are these coming to do? He said, lThese are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one raised his head. And these have come mto terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations nwho lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter it.

A Vision of a Man with a Measuring Line

 ZECHARIAH 2 [1] And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, oa man with a measuring line in his hand! 2Then I said, Where are you going? And he said to me, pTo measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what is its length. 3And behold, qthe angel who talked with me came forward, and another angel came forward to meet him 4and said to him, Run, say to that young man, rJerusalem shall be inhabited sas villages without walls, because of tthe multitude of people and livestock in it. 5And I will be to her ua wall of fire all around, declares the LORD, and I will be the glory in her midst.

 6Up! Up! vFlee from the land of the north, declares the LORD. For I have wspread you abroad as the four winds of the heavens, declares the LORD. 7xUp! Escape to Zion, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon. 8For thus said the LORD of hosts, after his glory sent me[2] to the nations who plundered you, yfor he who touches you touches zthe apple of his eye: 9Behold, aI will shake my hand over them, band they shall become plunder for those who served them. Then cyou will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me. 10dSing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for ebehold, I come fand I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 11gAnd many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people. fAnd I will dwell in your midst, and cyou shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 12hAnd the LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will again ichoose Jerusalem.

 13Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.

A Vision of Joshua the High Priest

 ZECHARIAH 3 Then he showed me jJoshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and kSatan[1] standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2And the LORD said to Satan, lThe LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has mchosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this na brand[2] plucked from the fire? 3Now jJoshua was standing before the angel, oclothed with filthy garments. 4And the angel said to pthose who were standing before him, qRemove the filthy garments from him. And to him he said, Behold, rI have taken your iniquity away from you, and sI will clothe you with pure vestments. 5And I said, tLet them put a clean turban on his head. So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD was standing by.

 6And the angel of the LORD solemnly assured jJoshua, 7Thus says the LORD of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and ukeep my charge, then you shall vrule my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among wthose who are standing here. 8Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, for xthey are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring ymy servant zthe Branch. 9For behold, on athe stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with bseven eyes,[3] I will cengrave its inscription, declares the LORD of hosts, and dI will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. 10In that day, declares the LORD of hosts, every one of you will invite his neighbor to come eunder his vine and under his fig tree.

A Vision of a Golden Lampstand

 ZECHARIAH 4 And fthe angel who talked with me came again gand woke me, like a man who is awakened out of his sleep. 2And he said to me, What do you see? I said, I see, and behold, ha lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and iseven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of it. 3And there are jtwo olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left. 4And I said to fthe angel who talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, kDo you not know what these are? I said, No, my lord. 6Then he said to me, This is the word of the LORD to lZerubbabel: mNot by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. 7Who are you, nO great mountain? Before lZerubbabel oyou shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward pthe top stone amid shouts of Grace, grace to it!

 8Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 9qThe hands of lZerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also rcomplete it. sThen you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 10tFor whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall see uthe plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.

vThese seven vare the eyes of the LORD, wwhich range through the whole earth. 11Then I said to him, What are these jtwo olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand? 12And a second time I answered and said to him, What are these jtwo branches of the olive trees, which are beside the two golden pipes from which the golden oil[1] is poured out? 13He said to me, xDo you not know what these are? I said, No, my lord. 14Then he said, yThese are the two anointed ones[2] who stand by zthe Lord of the whole earth.

A Vision of a Flying Scroll

 ZECHARIAH 5 Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a flying ascroll! 2And he said to me, What do you see? I answered, I see a flying ascroll. Its length is twenty cubits, and its width ten cubits.[1] 3Then he said to me, This is bthe curse that goes out over the face of the whole land. For everyone who csteals shall be cleaned out according to what is on one side, and everyone who dswears falsely[2] shall be cleaned out according to what is on the other side. 4I will send it out, declares the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter the house of the thief, and the house of ehim who swears falsely by my name. And fit shall remain in his house and gconsume it, both timber and stones.

A Vision of a Woman in a Basket

 5hThen the angel who talked with me came forward and said to me, iLift your eyes and see what this is that is going out. 6And I said, What is it? He said, This is jthe basket[3] that is going out. And he said, This is their iniquity[4] in all the land. 7And behold, the leaden cover was lifted, and there was a woman sitting in the basket! 8And he said, This is Wickedness. And he thrust her back into the basket, and thrust down jthe leaden weight on its opening.

 9Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, two women coming forward! kThe wind was in their wings. They had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven. 10Then I said to the angel who talked with me, Where are they taking the basket? 11He said to me, To the lland of Shinar, to build a house for it. And when this is prepared, they will set the basket down there on its base.

A Vision of Four Chariots

 ZECHARIAH 6 Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four chariots came out from between two mountains. And the mountains were mountains of mbronze. 2The first chariot had nred horses, the second oblack horses, 3the third pwhite horses, and the fourth chariot dappled horsesall of them strong.[1] 4Then I answered and said to qthe angel who talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5And the angel answered and said to me, rThese are going out to the four winds of heaven, after spresenting themselves before tthe Lord of all the earth. 6The chariot with the black horses goes toward uthe north country, the white ones go after them, and the dappled ones go toward vthe south country. 7When the strong horses came out, they were impatient to go and wpatrol the earth. And he said, Go, wpatrol the earth. wSo they patrolled the earth. 8Then he cried to me, Behold, those who go toward uthe north country have set my Spirit at rest in uthe north country.

The Crown and the Temple

 9And the word of the LORD came to me: 10Take from the exiles xHeldai, Tobijah, and yJedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon, and go the same day to the house of Josiah, the son of zZephaniah. 11Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, aand set it on the head of bJoshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12And say to him, Thus says the LORD of hosts, Behold, the man whose name is cthe Branch: for he shall branch out from his place, and dhe shall build the temple of the LORD. 13dIt is he who shall build the temple of the LORD eand shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a fpriest on his throne, gand the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 14And the crown shall be in the temple of the LORD as ha reminder to iHelem,[2] jTobijah, jJedaiah, and Hen jthe son of Zephaniah.

 15kAnd those who are far off shall come and lhelp to build the temple of the LORD. mAnd you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. nAnd this shall come to pass, if you will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.

A Call for Justice and Mercy

 ZECHARIAH 7 oIn the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah on the fourth day of the ninth month, which is pChislev. 2Now the people of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech and their men qto entreat the favor of the LORD, 3rsaying to the priests of the house of the LORD of hosts and sthe prophets, Should I weep and tabstain in uthe fifth month, as I have done for so many years?

 4Then the word of the LORD of hosts came to me: 5Say to all the people of the land and the priests, When you fasted and mourned in uthe fifth month and in vthe seventh, for these wseventy years, xwas it xfor me that you fasted? 6yAnd when you eat and when you drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for yourselves? 7zWere not these the words that the LORD proclaimed aby the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous, bwith her cities around her, and the bSouth and the blowland were inhabited?

 8And the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying, 9Thus says the LORD of hosts, cRender true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another, 10ddo not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, eor the poor, and flet none of you devise evil against another in your heart. 11But gthey refused to pay attention hand turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears that they might not hear.[1] 12iThey made their hearts diamond-hard jlest they should hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent jby his Spirit through kthe former prophets. lTherefore great anger came from the LORD of hosts. 13mAs I[2] called, and they would not hear, mso they called, and I would not hear, says the LORD of hosts, 14nand I scattered them with a whirlwind among all othe nations that they had not known. pThus the land they left was desolate, qso that no one went to and fro, rand the pleasant land was made desolate.

The Coming Peace and Prosperity of Zion

 ZECHARIAH 8 And the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, 2Thus says the LORD of hosts: sI am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath. 3Thus says the LORD: tI have returned to Zion and uwill dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, vand Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, wand the mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. 4Thus says the LORD of hosts: xOld men and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of great age. 5And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. 6Thus says the LORD of hosts: yIf it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, zshould it also be marvelous in my sight, declares the LORD of hosts? 7Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, aI will save my people bfrom the east country and from the west country, 8and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. cAnd they shall be my people, and I will be their God, din faithfulness and in righteousness.

 9Thus says the LORD of hosts: eLet your hands be strong, you who in these days have been hearing these words from the mouth of fthe prophets who were present on gthe day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. 10For before those days hthere was no wage for man or any wage for beast, neither was there any safety from the foe for him who went out or came in, for I set every man against his neighbor. 11But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as in the former days, declares the LORD of hosts. 12iFor there shall be a sowing of peace. The vine shall give its fruit, and the ground shall give its produce, jand the heavens shall give their dew. kAnd I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 13And as lyou have been a byword of cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, mso will I save you, and nyou shall be a blessing. oFear not, but elet your hands be strong.

 14For thus says the LORD of hosts: pAs I purposed to bring disaster to you when your fathers provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the LORD of hosts, 15so again have I purposed in these days to bring good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; ofear not. 16These are the things that you shall do: qSpeak the truth to one another; rrender in your gates judgments sthat are true and make for peace; 17tdo not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and ulove no false oath, for all these things I hate, declares the LORD.

 18And the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 19Thus says the LORD of hosts: The fast of the vfourth month and the fast of the wfifth and the fast of the xseventh and the fast of the ytenth shall be to the house of Judah zseasons of joy and gladness and cheerful feasts. Therefore love atruth and peace.

 20Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants of many cities. 21The inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, bLet us go at once cto entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am going. 22bMany peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and cto entreat the favor of the LORD. 23Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days dten men efrom the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, Let us go with you, for fwe have heard that God is with you.

Judgment on Israels Enemies

 ZECHARIAH 9  The oracle of the word of the LORD is against the land of Hadrach

and gDamascus is its resting place.

For the LORD has an eye on mankind

and on all the tribes of Israel,[1]

2 hand on Hamath also, which borders on it,

iTyre and iSidon, though jthey are very wise.

3 Tyre has built herself ka rampart

and lheaped up silver like dust,

and fine gold like the mud of the streets.

4 But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions

and strike down mher power on the sea,

and nshe shall be devoured by fire.

 5 oAshkelon shall see it, and be afraid;

Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish;

Ekron also, because its hopes are confounded.

The king shall perish from Gaza;

Ashkelon shall be uninhabited;

6 pa mixed people[2] shall dwell in Ashdod,

and I will cut off the pride of Philistia.

7 I will take away qits blood from its mouth,

and rits abominations from between its teeth;

sit too shall be a remnant for our God;

it shall be like ta clan in Judah,

and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites.

8 Then uI will encamp at my house as a guard,

vso that none shall march to and fro;

wno oppressor shall again march over them,

xfor now I see with my own eyes.

The Coming King of Zion

 9 yRejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

zBehold, ayour king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation is he,

bhumble and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 cI will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and dthe war horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,

and ehe shall speak peace to the nations;

fhis rule shall be from sea to sea,

and from gthe River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of hthe blood of my covenant with you,

iI will set your prisoners free from jthe waterless pit.

12 Return to your stronghold, O kprisoners of hope;

today I declare that lI will restore to you double.

13 For mI have bent Judah as my bow;

I have made Ephraim its arrow.

I will stir up your sons, O Zion,

against your sons, nO Greece,

and wield you like a warriors sword.

The LORD Will Save His People

 14 Then the LORD will appear over them,

and ohis arrow will go forth like lightning;

pthe Lord GOD will sound the trumpet

and will march forth in qthe whirlwinds rof the south.

15 The LORD of hosts swill protect them,

and tthey shall devour, uand tread down the sling stones,

and vthey shall drink and roar as if drunk with wine,

and be full like a bowl,

drenched wlike the corners of the altar.

 16 On that day the LORD their God will save them,

as xthe flock of his people;

for ylike the jewels of a crown

they shall shine on his land.

17 zFor how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty!

aGrain shall make the young men flourish,

and new wine the young women.

The Restoration for Judah and Israel

 ZECHARIAH 10  Ask rain bfrom the LORD

in the season of cthe spring rain,

from the LORD dwho makes the storm clouds,

and ehe will give them showers of rain,

to everyone the vegetation in the field.

2 For fthe household gods gutter nonsense,

and the diviners see lies;

hthey tell false dreams

and give empty consolation.

Therefore ithe people wander like sheep;

they are afflicted for lack of a shepherd.

 3 jMy anger is hot against the shepherds,

and kI will punish the leaders;[1]

for lthe LORD of hosts cares for his flock, the house of Judah,

and will make them like his majestic steed in battle.

4 From him shall come mthe cornerstone,

from him nthe tent peg,

from him the battle bow,

from him every ruleroall of them together.

5 They shall be like mighty men in battle,

ptrampling the foe in the mud of the streets;

they shall fight because the LORD is with them,

and they shall put to shame qthe riders on horses.

 6 rI will strengthen the house of Judah,

and sI will save the house of Joseph.

tI will bring them back ubecause I have compassion on them,

and they shall be as though I had not rejected them,

for vI am the LORD their God and I will answer them.

7 Then Ephraim shall become like a mighty warrior,

and wtheir hearts shall be glad as with wine.

Their children shall see it and be glad;

their hearts shall rejoice in the LORD.

 8 xI will whistle for them and ygather them in,

for I have redeemed them,

and zthey shall be as many as they were before.

9 aThough I scattered them among the nations,

yet in far countries bthey shall remember me,

and with their children they shall live and return.

10 cI will bring them home from the land of Egypt,

and gather them from Assyria,

and dI will bring them to the land of Gilead and to Lebanon,

etill there is no room for them.

11 fHe shall pass through the sea of troubles

and strike down the waves of the sea,

gand all the depths of the Nile shall be dried up.

The pride of Assyria shall be laid low,

and hthe scepter of Egypt shall depart.

12 iI will make them strong in the LORD,

and jthey shall walk in his name,

declares the LORD.

The Flock Doomed to Slaughter

 ZECHARIAH 11  Open your doors, kO Lebanon,

that the fire may devour your cedars!

2 Wail, O cypress, for the cedar has fallen,

for the glorious trees are ruined!

Wail, koaks of Bashan,

for the thick forest has been felled!

3 The sound of lthe wail of lthe shepherds,

for their glory is ruined!

The sound of the roar of mthe lions,

nfor the thicket of the Jordan is ruined!

 4Thus said the LORD my God: oBecome shepherd of the flock doomed to slaughter. 5pThose who buy them slaughter them and go unpunished, and those who sell them say, Blessed be the LORD, qI have become rich, and their own shepherds have no pity on them. 6For rI will no longer have pity on the inhabitants of this land, declares the LORD. Behold, I will cause each of them to fall into the hand of his neighbor, and each into the hand of his king, and they shall crush the land, and I will deliver none from their hand.

 7sSo I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to be slaughtered by the sheep traders. And I took two staffs, one I named uFavor, the other I named vUnion. sAnd I tended the sheep. 8In one month wI destroyed the three shepherds. But I became impatient with them, and they also detested me. 9So I said, I will not be your shepherd. xWhat is to die, let it die. What is to be destroyed, let it be destroyed. And let those who are left devour the flesh of one another. 10And I took ymy staff Favor, and I broke it, annulling the covenant that I had made with all the peoples. 11So it was annulled on that day, and the sheep traders, who were watching me, knew that it was the word of the LORD. 12Then I said to them, If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them. And they weighed out as my wages zthirty pieces of silver. 13Then the LORD said to me, Throw it to the potterathe lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the zthirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter. 14Then I broke bmy second staff Union, annulling the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

 15Then the LORD said to me, Take once more the equipment of ca foolish shepherd. 16For behold, I am raising up in the land a shepherd dwho does not care for those being destroyed, or seek the young or heal the maimed or nourish the healthy, but edevours the flesh of the fat ones, tearing off even their hoofs.

 17 fWoe to my worthless shepherd,

gwho deserts the flock!

May the sword strike his arm

and hhis right eye!

Let his arm be wholly withered,

his right eye utterly blinded!

The LORD Will Give Salvation

 ZECHARIAH 12 iThe oracle of the word of the LORD concerning Israel: Thus declares the LORD, jwho stretched out the heavens and kfounded the earth and jformed the spirit of man within him: 2Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem la cup of staggering to mall the surrounding peoples. The siege of Jerusalem nwill also be against Judah. 3oOn that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. pAll who lift it will surely hurt themselves. And mall the nations of the earth will gather against it. 4oOn that day, declares the LORD, qI will strike every horse rwith panic, and its rider rwith madness. But for the sake of the house of Judah I will keep my eyes open, when I strike every horse of the peoples rwith blindness. 5Then the clans of Judah shall say to themselves, The inhabitants of Jerusalem have strength through the LORD of hosts, their God.

 6oOn that day I will make the clans of Judah slike a blazing pot in the midst of wood, like a flaming torch among sheaves. And tthey shall devour to the right and to the left all the surrounding peoples, while uJerusalem shall again be inhabited in its place, in Jerusalem.

 7And the LORD will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not surpass that of Judah. 8oOn that day vthe LORD will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that wthe feeblest among them on that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, xlike the angel of the LORD, going before them. 9oAnd on that day yI will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

Him Whom They Have Pierced

 10And zI will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and zpleas for mercy, so that, awhen they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, bthey shall mourn for him, cas one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. 11oOn that day dthe mourning in Jerusalem will be as great eas the mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 12The land shall mourn, feach family[1] by itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of gNathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; 13the family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of hthe Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves; 14and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves.

 ZECHARIAH 13 iOn that day there shall be ja fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

Idolatry Cut Off

 2And ion that day, declares the LORD of hosts, kI will cut off the names of the idols from the land, so that lthey shall be remembered no more. And also mI will remove from the land the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness. 3And if anyone again prophesies, his father and mother who bore him will say to him, nYou shall not live, for you speak lies in the name of the LORD. And his father and mother who bore him shall pierce him through when he prophesies.

 4On that day oevery prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies. He will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive, 5but he will say, pI am no prophet, I am a worker of the soil, for a man sold me in my youth.[1] 6And if one asks him, What are these wounds on your back?[2] he will say, The wounds I received in the house of my friends.

The Shepherd Struck

 7 Awake, O sword, against qmy shepherd,

against the man who stands next to me,

declares the LORD of hosts.

 rStrike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered;

I will turn my hand against the little ones.

8 In the whole land, declares the LORD,

two thirds shall be cut off and perish,

sand one third shall be left alive.

9 And tI will put this third into the fire,

and refine them as one refines silver,

and test them as gold is tested.

uThey will call upon my name,

and vI will answer them.

wI will say, They are my people;

and they will say, The LORD is my God.

The Coming Day of the LORD

 ZECHARIAH 14 Behold, xa day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be divided in your midst. 2For yI will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and zthe city shall be taken aand the houses plundered band the women raped. cHalf of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3dThen the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. 4eOn that day his feet shall stand fon gthe Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and gthe Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by ha very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. 5And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from ithe earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.

 6eOn that day jthere shall be jno light, cold, or frost.[1] 7kAnd there shall be a unique[2] day, lwhich is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but mat evening time there shall be light.

 8eOn that day nliving waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to othe eastern sea[3] and half of them to othe western sea.[4] pIt shall continue in summer as in winter.

 9And qthe LORD will be king over all the earth. rOn that day the LORD will be sone and this name one.

 10uThe whole land shall be turned into a plain from vGeba to wRimmon south of Jerusalem. But xJerusalem shall remain aloft yon its site from zthe Gate of Benjamin to the place of the former gate, to athe Corner Gate, and from bthe Tower of Hananel to the kings winepresses. 11And it shall be inhabited, for cthere shall never again be a decree of utter destruction.[5] dJerusalem shall dwell in security.

 12And this shall be ethe plague with which the LORD will strike all the peoples that wage war against Jerusalem: their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths.

 13And fon that day a great panic from the LORD shall fall on them, so that geach will seize the hand of another, and the hand of the one will be raised against the hand of the other. 14Even hJudah will fight at Jerusalem. And ithe wealth of all the surrounding nations shall be collected, gold, silver, and garments in great abundance. 15And ja plague like this plague shall fall on the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and whatever beasts may be in those camps.

 16Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem kshall go up year after year to worship lthe King, the LORD of hosts, and mto keep nthe Feast of Booths. 17And if oany of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship lthe King, the LORD of hosts, pthere will be no rain on them. 18And if the family of Egypt does not go up and present themselves, then on them there shall be no rain;[6] there shall be jthe plague with which the LORD afflicts the nations that do not go up mto keep the Feast of Booths. 19This shall be the punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the nations that do not go up mto keep the Feast of Booths.

 20And qon that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, rHoly to the LORD. And the pots in the house of the LORD shall be as the bowls before the altar. 21And every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be rholy to the LORD of hosts, so that all who sacrifice may come and take of them and boil the meat of the sacrifice in them. And sthere shall no longer be ta trader[7] in the house of the LORD of hosts qon that day.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 1

[1] 1:18 Ch 2:1 in Hebrew


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Ch 2:5 in Hebrew

[2] 2:8 Or he sent me after glory


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Hebrew the Accuser or the Adversary

[2] 3:2 That is, a burning stick

[3] 3:9 Or facets


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 4

[1] 4:12 Hebrew lacks oil

[2] 4:14 Hebrew two sons of new oil


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 5:3 Hebrew lacks falsely (supplied from verse 4)

[3] 5:6 Hebrew ephah; also verses 711. An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

[4] 5:6 One Hebrew manuscript, Septuagint, Syriac; most Hebrew manuscripts eye


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 6

[1] 6:3 Or and the fourth chariot strong dappled horses

[2] 6:14 An alternate spelling of Heldai (verse 10)


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 7

[1] 7:11 Hebrew and made their ears too heavy to hear

[2] 7:13 Hebrew he


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 9

[1] 9:1 Or For the eye of mankind, especially of all the tribes of Israel, is toward the LORD

[2] 9:6 Or a foreign people; Hebrew a bastard


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 10

[1] 10:3 Hebrew the male goats


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 12

[1] 12:12 Or clan; also verses 13, 14


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 13

[1] 13:5 Or for the land has been my possession since my youth

[2] 13:6 Or on your chest; Hebrew wounds between your hands


Footnotes for Zechariah, Chapter 14

[1] 14:6 Compare Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, Targum; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

[2] 14:7 Hebrew one

[3] 14:8 That is, the Dead Sea

[4] 14:8 That is, the Mediterranean Sea

[5] 14:11 The Hebrew term rendered decree of utter destruction refers to things devoted (or set apart) to the Lord (or by the Lord) for destruction

[6] 14:18 Hebrew lacks rain

[7] 14:21 Or Canaanite
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Malachi

 MALACHI 1 The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.[1]

The LORDs Love for Israel

 2aI have loved you, says the LORD. bBut you say, How have you loved us? Is not Esau cJacobs brother? declares the LORD. Yet dI have loved Jacob 3but Esau I have hated. eI have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert. 4If Edom says, We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins, the LORD of hosts says, They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called the wicked country, and the people with whom the LORD is angry forever. 5fYour own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, Great is the LORD beyond the border of Israel!

The Priests Polluted Offerings

 6gA son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am ha father, where is my honor? And if I am ia master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. bBut you say, How have we despised your name? 7jBy offering polluted food upon my altar. bBut you say, How have we polluted you? By saying that kthe LORDs table may be despised. 8lWhen you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. 9And now mentreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a gift from your hand, nwill he show favor to any of you? says the LORD of hosts. 10oOh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of hosts, pand I will not accept an offering from your hand. 11For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name qwill be[2] great among the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name qwill be great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. 12But you profane it when you say that rthe Lords table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. 13But you say, sWhat a weariness this is, and you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. tYou bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the LORD. 14Cursed be the cheat who has ua male in his flock, and vvows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For wI am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name xwill be feared among the nations.

The LORD Rebukes the Priests

 MALACHI 2 And now, yO priests, zthis command is for you. 2aIf you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then I will send bthe curse upon you and I will curse cyour blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart. 3Behold, dI will rebuke your offspring,[1] and espread dung on your faces, the fdung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it.[2] 4So shall you know that I have sent gthis command to you, that hmy covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts. 5My covenant with him was one of life and ipeace, and I gave them to him. jIt was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name. 6kTrue instruction[3] was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he lturned many from iniquity. 7For mthe lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people[4] should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. 8But you have turned aside from the way. nYou have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted othe covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, 9and so pI make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but qshow partiality in your instruction.

Judah Profaned the Covenant

 10Have we not all rone Father? Has not sone God created us? Why then are we tfaithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 11Judah has been tfaithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For uJudah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant[5] of the man who does this, who vbrings an offering to the LORD of hosts!

 13And this second thing you do. wYou cover the LORDs altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14xBut you say, Why does he not? Because the LORD ywas witness between you and the wife of your youth, zto whom tyou have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15aDid he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union?[6] And what was the one God[7] seeking?[8] bGodly offspring. So guard yourselves[9] in your spirit, and let none of you be tfaithless to the wife of your youth. 16For cthe man who does not love his wife but divorces her,[10] says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers[11] his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and tdo not be faithless.

The Messenger of the LORD

 17dYou have wearied the LORD with your words. xBut you say, How have we wearied him? eBy saying, Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them. Or by asking, fWhere is the God of justice?

 MALACHI 3 gBehold, I send hmy messenger, and ihe will prepare the way before me. And the Lord jwhom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and kthe messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But lwho can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For mhe is like a refiners fire and like fullers soap. 3He will sit nas a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring oofferings in righteousness to the LORD.[1] 4pThen the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

 5Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be qa swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those rwho oppress the hired worker in his wages, sthe widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

Robbing God

 6For tI the LORD do not change; utherefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7vFrom the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. wReturn to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. xBut you say, How shall we return? 8Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. xBut you say, How have we robbed you? yIn your tithes and contributions. 9zYou are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10aBring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby bput me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open cthe windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11I will rebuke dthe devourer[2] for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 12Then eall nations will call you blessed, for you will be fa land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.

 13gYour words have been hard against me, says the LORD. hBut you say, How have we spoken against you? 14You have said, iIt is vain to serve God. jWhat is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now we call kthe arrogant blessed. kEvildoers not only prosper but lthey put God to the test and they escape.

The Book of Remembrance

 16Then those who feared the LORD mspoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and na book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, oin the day when I make up pmy treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall qsee the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.

The Great Day of the LORD

 MALACHI 4 [1] For behold, rthe day is coming, sburning like an oven, when tall the arrogant and tall evildoers uwill be stubble. The day that is coming ushall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you vwho fear my name, wthe sun xof righteousness shall rise ywith healing in its wings. You shall go out zleaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, aon the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.

 4bRemember cthe law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules[2] that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

 5dBehold, I will send you eElijah the prophet fbefore the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6And he will gturn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and hstrike the land with a decree of utter destruction.[3]

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Malachi, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Malachi means my messenger

[2] 1:11 Or is (three times in verse 11; also verse 14)


Footnotes for Malachi, Chapter 2

[1] 2:3 Hebrew seed

[2] 2:3 Or to it

[3] 2:6 Or law; also verses 7, 8, 9

[4] 2:7 Hebrew they

[5] 2:12 Hebrew any who wakes and answers

[6] 2:15 Hebrew in it

[7] 2:15 Hebrew the one

[8] 2:15 Or And not one has done this who has a portion of the Spirit. And what was that one seeking?

[9] 2:15 Or So take care; also verse 16

[10] 2:16 Hebrew who hates and divorces

[11] 2:16 Probable meaning (compare Septuagint and Deuteronomy 24:14); or The LORD, the God of Israel, says that he hates divorce, and him who covers


Footnotes for Malachi, Chapter 3

[1] 3:3 Or and they will belong to the LORD, bringers of an offering in righteousness

[2] 3:11 Probably a name for some crop-destroying pest or pests


Footnotes for Malachi, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Ch 4:16 is ch 3:1924 in Hebrew

[2] 4:4 Or and just decrees

[3] 4:6 The Hebrew term rendered decree of utter destruction refers to things devoted (or set apart) to the Lord (or by the Lord) for destruction
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Matthew

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

 MATTHEW 1 aThe book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, bthe son of David, cthe son of Abraham.

 2dAbraham was the father of Isaac, and eIsaac the father of Jacob, and fJacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3and gJudah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram,[1] 4and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by hRahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6and iJesse the father of David the king.

And jDavid was the father of Solomon by kthe wife of Uriah, 7and lSolomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph,[2] 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, mand Joram the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos,[3] and Amos the father of Josiah, 11and nJosiah the father of oJechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

 12And after the deportation to Babylon: pJechoniah was the father of qShealtiel,[4] and rShealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of sJoseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

 17So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to tthe Christ fourteen generations.

The Birth of Jesus Christ

 18Now the birth of uJesus Christ[5] took place in this way. vWhen his mother Mary had been betrothed[6] to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child wfrom the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling xto put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, yan angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and zyou shall call his name Jesus, afor he will save his people from their sins. 22bAll this took place cto fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

 23 dBehold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name eImmanuel

(which means, God fwith us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And ghe called his name Jesus.

The Visit of the Wise Men

 MATTHEW 2 Now hafter Jesus was born in iBethlehem of Judea jin the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men[1] from kthe east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, Where is he who has been born lking of the Jews? For we saw mhis star when it rose[2] and have come to nworship him. 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where othe Christ was to be born. 5They told him, In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

 6 pAnd you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will qshepherd my people Israel.

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him. 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, rthey offered him gifts, sgold and tfrankincense and umyrrh. 12And vbeing warned win a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

The Flight to Egypt

 13Now when they had departed, behold, xan angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him. 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. yThis was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, zOut of Egypt I called my son.

Herod Kills the Children

 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17aThen was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

 18 bA voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they care no more.

The Return to Nazareth

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for dthose who sought the childs life are dead. 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and ebeing warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called fNazareth, gso that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

 MATTHEW 3 hIn those days iJohn the Baptist came preaching in jthe wilderness of Judea, 2kRepent, for lthe kingdom of heaven is at hand. 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

 mThe voice of one crying in the wilderness:

nPrepare[1] the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.

 4Now John wore oa garment of camels hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was plocusts and qwild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, rconfessing their sins.

 7But when he saw many of sthe Pharisees and tSadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, uYou brood of vvipers! Who warned you to flee from wthe wrath to come? 8Bear fruit xin keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, yWe have Abraham as our father, for I tell you, God is able from zthese stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. aEvery tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

 11bI baptize you with water cfor repentance, but dhe who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you ewith the Holy Spirit and ffire. 12His gwinnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and hgather his wheat into the barn, ibut the chaff he will burn with junquenchable fire.

The Baptism of Jesus

 13kThen Jesus came lfrom Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14mJohn would have prevented him, saying, I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me? 15But Jesus answered him, Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, othe heavens were opened to him,[2] and he psaw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, qa voice from heaven said, rThis is my beloved Son,[3] with whom I am well pleased.

The Temptation of Jesus

 MATTHEW 4 sThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness tto be tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting uforty days and forty nights, he vwas hungry. 3And wthe tempter came and said to him, If you are xthe Son of God, command ythese stones to become loaves of bread. 4But he answered, zIt is written,

 aMan shall not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.

 5bThen the devil took him to cthe holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and said to him, If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

 dHe will command his angels concerning you,

and

 On their hands they will bear you up,

lest you strike your foot against a stone.

 7Jesus said to him, Again eit is written, fYou shall not gput the Lord your God to the test. 8hAgain, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me. 10Then Jesus said to him, Be gone, iSatan! For jit is written,

 kYou shall worship the Lord your God

and lhim only shall you serve.

 11Then the devil left him, and behold, mangels came and were ministering to him.

Jesus Begins His Ministry

 12Now when he heard that nJohn had been arrested, ohe withdrew into Galilee. 13And leaving pNazareth he went and lived in qCapernaum by rthe sea, in the territory of sZebulun and Naphtali, 14tso that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

 15 uThe land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles

16 vthe people dwelling in darkness

have seen a great light,

and for those dwelling in the region and wshadow of death,

on them a light has dawned.

 17xFrom that time Jesus began to preach, saying, zRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

 18aWhile walking by bthe Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, Follow me, and I will make you cfishers of men.[1] 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Jesus Ministers to Great Crowds

 23dAnd he went throughout all Galilee, eteaching in their synagogues and fproclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and ghealing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all hSyria, and gthey brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and ipains, jthose oppressed by demons, kepileptics, and lparalytics, and he healed them. 25mAnd great crowds followed him from Galilee and the nDecapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

The Sermon on the Mount

 MATTHEW 5 Seeing the crowds, ohe went up on the mountain, and when he psat down, his disciples came to him.

The Beatitudes

 2And qhe opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

 3rBlessed are sthe poor in spirit, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 4Blessed are vthose who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

 5Blessed are the wmeek, for they wshall inherit the earth.

 6Blessed are those who hunger and xthirst yfor righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

 7Blessed are zthe merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

 8Blessed are athe pure in heart, for bthey shall see God.

 9Blessed are cthe peacemakers, for dthey shall be called esons[1] of God.

 10fBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 11gBlessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely hon my account. 12iRejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for jso they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light

 13You are the salt of the earth, kbut if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under peoples feet.

 14lYou are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15mNor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so nthat[2] they may see your good works and ogive glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Christ Came to Fulfill the Law

 17pDo not think that I have come to abolish qthe Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but rto fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, suntil heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19tTherefore whoever relaxes uone of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least vin the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great vin the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds wthat of the scribes and Pharisees, you xwill never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger

 21yYou have heard that it was said to those of old, zYou shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable ato judgment. 22But I say to you that beveryone who is angry with his brother[3] will be liable ato judgment; whoever insults[4] his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, You fool! will be liable to cthe hell[5] of fire. 23dSo if eyou are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25fCome to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, gyou will never get out until you have paid the last penny.[6]

Lust

 27hYou have heard that it was said, iYou shall not commit adultery. 28But I say to you that jeveryone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29kIf your right eye lcauses you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into mhell. 30kAnd if your right hand lcauses you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into mhell.

Divorce

 31hIt was also said, nWhoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce. 32oBut I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and pwhoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Oaths

 33Again hyou have heard that it was said to those of old, qYou shall not swear falsely, but rshall perform to the Lord what you have sworn. 34But I say to you, sDo not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for tit is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is uthe city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be simply Yes or No; vanything more than this comes from evil.[7]

Retaliation

 38hYou have heard that it was said, yAn eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 39But I say to you, zDo not resist the one who is evil. But aif anyone bslaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And zif anyone would sue you and take your tunic,[8] let him have your cloak as well. 41And if anyone cforces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42dGive to the one who begs from you, and edo not refuse the one who would borrow from you.

Love Your Enemies

 43fYou have heard that it was said, gYou shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44But I say to you, iLove your enemies and jpray for those who persecute you, 45kso that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and lsends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46mFor if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers,[9] what more are you doing than others? Do not even nthe Gentiles do the same? 48oYou therefore must be pperfect, qas your heavenly Father is perfect.

Giving to the Needy

 MATTHEW 6 Beware of rpracticing your righteousness before other people in order sto be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

 2tThus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may ube praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have vreceived their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. wAnd your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

The Lords Prayer

 5And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love xto stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. yTruly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, zgo into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. aAnd your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

 7And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as bthe Gentiles do, for cthey think that they will be heard dfor their many words. 8Do not be like them, efor your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9fPray then like this:

 gOur Father in heaven,

hhallowed be iyour name.[1]

10 jYour kingdom come,

kyour will be done,[2]

lon earth as it is in heaven.

11 mGive us nthis day our daily bread,[3]

12 and forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.

13 And olead us not into temptation,

but pdeliver us from qevil.[4]

 14rFor if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15sbut if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Fasting

 16And twhen you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. uTruly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, vanoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. wAnd your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Lay Up Treasures in Heaven

 19xDo not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where ymoth and rust[5] destroy and where thieves zbreak in and steal, 20xbut lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

 22aThe eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23abut if byour eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

 24cNo one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and dmoney.[6]

Do Not Be Anxious

 25eTherefore I tell you, fdo not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26gLook at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. hAre you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his ispan of life?[7] 28And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, jeven Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, kO you of little faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What shall we wear? 32For lthe Gentiles seek after all these things, and myour heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But nseek first othe kingdom of God and his righteousness, pand all these things will be added to you.

 34qTherefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Judging Others

 MATTHEW 7 rJudge not, that you be not judged. 2sFor with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and twith the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3Why do you see the speck that is in your brothers eye, but udo not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your brother, Let me take the speck out of your eye, when there is the log in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brothers eye.

 6vDo not give wdogs what is holy, and do not throw your xpearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

Ask, and It Will Be Given

 7yAsk, zand it will be given to you; aseek, and you will find; bknock, and it will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9Or which one of you, if his son asks him for cbread, will give him ca stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11If you then, dwho are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will zyour Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

The Golden Rule

 12So ewhatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is fthe Law and the Prophets.

 13gEnter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy[1] that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14For the gate is narrow and hthe way is hard that leads to life, and ithose who find it are few.

A Tree and Its Fruit

 15jBeware of false prophets, who come to you in sheeps clothing but inwardly are kravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them lby their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17So, mevery healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19nEvery tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them lby their fruits.

I Never Knew You

 21oNot everyone who psays to me, Lord, Lord, will qenter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who rdoes the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22sOn that day tmany will say to me, Lord, Lord, did we not uprophesy in your name, and cast out demons vin your name, and do many mighty works in your name? 23tAnd then will I declare to them, I wnever knew you; xdepart from me, yyou workers of lawlessness.

Build Your House on the Rock

 24zEveryone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like aa wise man who built his house on the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like aa foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.

The Authority of Jesus

 28And when Jesus finished these sayings, bthe crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29cfor he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

 MATTHEW 8 When he came down from the mountain, dgreat crowds followed him. 2eAnd behold, a leper[1] came to him and fknelt before him, saying, Lord, if you will, you can make me clean. 3And Jesus[2] stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, I will; be clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, gSee that you say nothing to anyone, but go, hshow yourself to the priest and ioffer the gift that Moses commanded, jfor a proof to them.

The Faith of a Centurion

 5kWhen he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly. 7And he said to him, I will come and heal him. 8But the centurion replied, Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but lonly say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, Go, and he goes, and to another, Come, and he comes, and to my servant,[3] Do this, and he does it. 10When Jesus heard this, mhe marveled and said to those who followed him, Truly, I tell you, with nno one in Israel[4] have I found such faith. 11I tell you, omany will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12pwhile the sons of the kingdom qwill be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place rthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 13And to the centurion Jesus said, Go; let it be done for you sas you have believed. tAnd the servant was healed at that very moment.

Jesus Heals Many

 14uAnd when Jesus entered Peters house, he saw vhis mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15He wtouched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him. 16That evening they brought to him many who were xoppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits ywith a word and healed all who were sick. 17zThis was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: aHe took our illnesses and bore our diseases.

The Cost of Following Jesus

 18Now bwhen Jesus saw a crowd around him, che gave orders to go over to the other side. 19dAnd a scribe came up and said to him, Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go. 20And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head. 21Another of the disciples said to him, Lord, let me first go and bury my father. 22And Jesus said to him, Follow me, and leave ethe dead to bury their own dead.

Jesus Calms a Storm

 23fAnd when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but ghe was asleep. 25And they went and woke him, saying, hSave us, Lord; we are perishing. 26And he said to them, Why are you iafraid, jO you of little faith? Then he rose and krebuked the winds and the sea, and lthere was a great calm. 27And the men mmarveled, saying, What sort of man is this, that even nwinds and sea obey him?

Jesus Heals Two Men with Demons

 28oAnd when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes,[5] two pdemon-possessed[6] men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29And behold, they qcried out, What have you to do with us, rO Son of God? Have you come here to torment us sbefore the time? 30Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. 31And the demons begged him, saying, If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs. 32And he said to them, Go. So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. 33The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the tdemon-possessed men. 34And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, uthey begged him to leave their region.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

 MATTHEW 9 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to vhis own city. 2wAnd behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus xsaw their faith, he said to the paralytic, yTake heart, my son; zyour sins are forgiven. 3And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, aThis man is blaspheming. 4But Jesus, bknowing[1] their thoughts, said, Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For which is easier, to say, Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise and walk? 6But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sinshe then said to the paralyticRise, pick up your bed and go home. 7And he rose and went home. 8When the crowds saw it, cthey were afraid, and cthey glorified God, who had dgiven such authority to men.

Jesus Calls Matthew

 9eAs Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called fMatthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, Follow me. And he rose and followed him.

 10And as Jesus[2] reclined at table in the house, behold, many gtax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, hWhy does your teacher eat with gtax collectors and sinners? 12But when he heard it, he said, Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn iwhat this means, jI desire mercy, and not sacrifice. For kI came not to call the righteous, lbut sinners.

A Question About Fasting

 14Then mthe disciples of John came to him, saying, nWhy do we and othe Pharisees fast,[3] but your disciples do not fast? 15And Jesus said to them, pCan the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? qThe days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and rthen they will fast. 16No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away from the garment, and a worse tear is made. 17Neither is new wine put into old swineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed

 18tWhile he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and uknelt before him, saying, My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live. 19And Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples. 20And behold, a woman vwho had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched wthe fringe of his garment, 21for she said to herself, If I only touch his garment, I will be made well. 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, xTake heart, daughter; your faith has made you well. yAnd instantly[4] the woman was made well. 23And when Jesus came to the rulers house and saw zthe flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24he said, Go away, for athe girl is not dead but bsleeping. And they laughed at him. 25But cwhen the crowd had been put outside, he went in and dtook her by the hand, and the girl arose. 26And the report of this went through all that district.

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

 27eAnd as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, Have mercy on us, fSon of David. 28When he entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, Do you believe that I am able to do this? They said to him, Yes, Lord. 29gThen he touched their eyes, saying, hAccording to your faith be it done to you. 30And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, iSee that no one knows about it. 31jBut they went away and spread his fame through all that district.

Jesus Heals a Man Unable to Speak

 32As they were going away, behold, a kdemon-oppressed man who was mute lwas brought to him. 33And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds mmarveled, saying, Never was anything like this seen in Israel. 34But the Pharisees said, He casts out demons by the prince of demons.

The Harvest Is Plentiful, the Laborers Few

 35nAnd Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36oWhen he saw the crowds, phe had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, qlike sheep without a shepherd. 37rThen he said to his disciples, The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore spray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to tsend out laborers into his harvest.

The Twelve Apostles

 MATTHEW 10 uAnd he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2vThe names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, wwho is called Peter, and xAndrew his brother; xJames the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and yMatthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;[1] 4Simon the Zealot,[2] and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles

 5uThese twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of zthe Samaritans, 6abut go rather to bthe lost sheep of cthe house of Israel. 7And proclaim as you go, saying, dThe kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8eHeal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers,[3] cast out demons. fYou received without paying; give without pay. 9gAcquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics[4] or sandals or a staff, for hthe laborer deserves his food. 11And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12As you enter the house, igreet it. 13And if the house is jworthy, let iyour peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let iyour peace return to you. 14And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, lshake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15Truly, I say to you, mit will be more bearable on the day of judgment for nthe land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.

Persecution Will Come

 16oBehold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be pwise as serpents and qinnocent as doves. 17Beware of men, for rthey will deliver you over to courts and flog you sin their synagogues, 18rand you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, tto bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19rWhen uthey deliver you over, vdo not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for wwhat you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20xFor it is not you who speak, but ythe Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21zBrother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22aand you will be hated by all for my names sake. bBut the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they cpersecute you in one town, dflee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel ebefore the Son of Man comes.

 24fA disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant[5] above his master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. gIf they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign[6] those of his household.

Have No Fear

 26So have no fear of them, ifor nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on jthe housetops. 28And kdo not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him lwho can destroy both soul and body in hell.[7] 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?[8] And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30But meven the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; nyou are of more value than many sparrows. 32oSo everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but pwhoever denies me before men, qI also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.

Not Peace, but a Sword

 34rDo not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. sI have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35rFor I have come tto set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36uAnd a persons enemies will be those of his own household. 37vWhoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And wwhoever does not take his cross and xfollow me is not worthy of me. 39yWhoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

Rewards

 40zWhoever receives you receives me, and awhoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41bThe one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophets reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous persons reward. 42And cwhoever gives one of dthese little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.

Messengers from John the Baptist

 MATTHEW 11 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.

 2eNow when John heard fin prison about the deeds of gthe Christ, he sent word by hhis disciples 3and said to him, Are you ithe one who is to come, or shall we jlook for another? 4And Jesus answered them, Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5kthe blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers[1] are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and lthe poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who mis not offended by me.

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: What did you go out ninto the wilderness to see? oA reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man[2] dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings houses. 9What then did you go out to see? pA prophet?[3] Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written,

 qBehold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.

 11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12rFrom the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,[4] and the violent take it by force. 13rFor all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is sElijah who is to come. 15tHe who has ears to hear,[5] let him hear.

 16But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates,

 17 We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.

 18For John came uneither eating vnor drinking, and they say, He has a demon. 19The Son of Man came weating and drinking, and they say, Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, xa friend of ytax collectors and sinners! Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.[6]

Woe to Unrepentant Cities

 20zThen he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not repent. 21aWoe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in bTyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22cBut I tell you, it will be more bearable on dthe day of judgment for bTyre and Sidon than for you. 23And you, eCapernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to fHades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24cBut I tell you that git will be more tolerable on dthe day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest

 25hAt that time Jesus declared, I thank you, Father, iLord of heaven and earth, that jyou have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and krevealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your lgracious will.[7] 27mAll things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son nexcept the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone oto whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28pCome to qme, all who labor and are rheavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and slearn from me, for I am tgentle and lowly in heart, and uyou will find rest for your souls. 30For vmy yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

 MATTHEW 12 At that time wJesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and xthey began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, yLook, your disciples are doing zwhat is not lawful to do on the Sabbath. 3He said to them, aHave you not read what David did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: 4how he entered the house of God and ate bthe bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests? 5Or have you not read cin the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless? 6I tell you, dsomething greater than the temple is here. 7And if you had known ewhat this means, fI desire mercy, and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8For gthe Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.

A Man with a Withered Hand

 9He went on from there and hentered their synagogue. 10And a man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, iIs it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?jso that they might accuse him. 11He said to them, Which one of you who has a sheep, kif it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? 12lOf how much more value is a man than a sheep! So mit is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. 13Then he said to the man, Stretch out your hand. And nthe man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. 14But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.

Gods Chosen Servant

 15Jesus, aware of this, owithdrew from there. And pmany followed him, and he healed them all 16and qordered them not to make him known. 17rThis was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

 18 sBehold, my tservant whom I have chosen,

my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.

uI will put my Spirit upon him,

and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,

nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;

20 a bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not quench,

until he brings justice to victory;

21 vand in his name the Gentiles will hope.

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

 22wThen a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23xAnd all the people were amazed, and said, xCan this be the Son of David? 24But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, yIt is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons. 25zKnowing their thoughts, ahe said to them, Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, bby whom do cyour sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 28But if it is dby the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then ethe kingdom of God has come upon you. 29Or fhow can someone enter a strong mans house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed ghe may plunder his house. 30hWhoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31iTherefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but jthe blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32And whoever speaks a word kagainst the Son of Man lwill be forgiven, but jwhoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in mthis age or in the age to come.

A Tree Is Known by Its Fruit

 33nEither make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, ofor the tree is known by its fruit. 34pYou brood of vipers! How can you speak good, qwhen you are evil? rFor out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35rThe good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 36I tell you, son the day of judgment tpeople will give account for uevery careless word they speak, 37for vby your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.

The Sign of Jonah

 38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, Teacher, wwe wish to see a sign from you. 39But he answered them, xAn evil and yadulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For zjust as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, aso will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41bThe men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and ccondemn it, for dthey repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, esomething greater than Jonah is here. 42fThe queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, esomething greater than Solomon is here.

Return of an Unclean Spirit

 43When gthe unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through hwaterless places seeking rest, but finds none. 44Then it says, I will return to my house from which I came. And when it comes, it finds the house empty, swept, and put in order. 45Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and ithe last state of that person is worse than the first. So also will it be with this jevil generation.

Jesus Mother and Brothers

 46While he was still speaking to the people, behold, khis mother and his lbrothers stood outside, asking to speak to him.[1] 48But he replied to the man who told him, Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? 49And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, Here are my mother and my brothers! 50For mwhoever ndoes the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.

The Parable of the Sower

 MATTHEW 13 That same day Jesus went out of the house oand sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, pso that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And qhe told them many things in parables, saying: rA sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but swhen the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, tthey withered away. 7Other seeds fell among uthorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some va hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9wHe who has ears,[1] let him hear.

The Purpose of the Parables

 10Then the disciples came and said to him, Why do you speak to them in parables? 11And he answered them, xTo you it has been given to know ythe secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12zFor to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, aeven what he has will be taken away. 13This is why I speak to them in parables, because bseeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, cnor do they understand. 14Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:

 dYou will indeed hear but never understand,

and you will indeed see but never perceive.

15 For this peoples heart has grown dull,

and with their ears ethey can barely hear,

and ftheir eyes they have closed,

lest they should see with their eyes

and hear with their ears

and gunderstand with their heart

and hturn, and I would heal them.

 16But iblessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17iFor truly, I say to you, jmany prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

The Parable of the Sower Explained

 18kHear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of lthe kingdom and mdoes not understand it, nthe evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately oreceives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but pendures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately qhe falls away.[2] 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but rthe cares of sthe world and tthe deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and munderstands it. He indeed ubears fruit and yields, in one case va hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.

The Parable of the Weeds

 24He put another parable before them, saying, wThe kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds[3] among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants[4] of the master of the house came and said to him, Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds? 28He said to them, An enemy has done this. So the servants said to him, Then do you want us to go and gather them? 29But he said, xNo, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, yGather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.

The Mustard Seed and the Leaven

 31He put another parable before them, saying, zThe kingdom of heaven is like aa grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.

 33He told them another parable. bThe kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in cthree measures of flour, till it was dall leavened.

Prophecy and Parables

 34eAll these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 35This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:[5]

 fI will open my mouth in parables;

gI will utter what has been hidden hsince the foundation of the world.

The Parable of the Weeds Explained

 36Then he left the crowds and went into ithe house. And his disciples came to him, saying, jExplain to us the parable of the weeds of the field. 37He answered, The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is kthe sons of the kingdom. The weeds are lthe sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. mThe harvest is nthe end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds oare gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at nthe end of the age. 41pThe Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all qcauses of sin and rall law-breakers, 42sand throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place tthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then uthe righteous will shine like the sun vin the kingdom of their Father. wHe who has ears, let him hear.

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure

 44The kingdom of heaven xis like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy yhe goes and sells all that he has and zbuys that field.

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value

 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding aone pearl of great value, ywent and sold all that he had and zbought it.

The Parable of the Net

 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is blike a net that was thrown into the sea and cgathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, dmen drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at ethe end of the age. The angels will come out and fseparate the evil from the righteous 50gand throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place gthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

New and Old Treasures

 51hHave you understood all these things? They said to him, Yes. 52And he said to them, Therefore every iscribe jwho has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who kbrings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

 53And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 54land coming to mhis hometown nhe taught them in their synagogue, so that othey were astonished, and said, Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55pIs not this qthe carpenters son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not rhis brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things? 57And sthey took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, tA prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household. 58And he did not do many mighty works there, ubecause of their unbelief.

	

The Death of John the Baptist

 MATTHEW 14 vAt that time wHerod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, 2and he said to his servants, xThis is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous powers are at work in him. 3For yHerod had seized John and bound him and zput him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philips wife,[1] 4because John had been saying to him, aIt is not lawful for you to have her. 5And though he wanted to put him to death, bhe feared the people, because they held him to be ca prophet. 6But when Herods dbirthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company and pleased Herod, 7so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. 8Prompted by her mother, she said, Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter. 9And the king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. 10He sent and had John beheaded in the prison, 11and his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. 12And ehis disciples came and took the body and buried it, and they went and told Jesus.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

 13Now when Jesus heard this, fhe withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore he gsaw a great crowd, and ghe had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; hsend the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves. 16But Jesus said, They need not go away; iyou give them something to eat. 17They said to him, We have only five loaves here and two fish. 18And he said, Bring them here to me. 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, jhe looked up to heaven and ksaid a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Jesus Walks on the Water

 22lImmediately he mmade the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, nhe went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When oevening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way[2] from the land,[3] beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And lin the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, pthey were terrified, and said, It is a ghost! and they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, qTake heart; it is I. qDo not be afraid.

 28And Peter answered him, Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water. 29He said, Come. So Peter got out of the boat and rwalked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind,[4] he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, sLord, save me. 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, tO you of little faith, why did you udoubt? 32And when they got into the boat, sthe wind ceased. 33And vthose in the boat wworshiped him, saying, xTruly you are ythe Son of God.

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret

 34zAnd when they had crossed over, they came to land at aGennesaret. 35And when the men of that place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and bbrought to him all who were sick 36and implored him that they might only touch cthe fringe of his garment. And das many as touched it were made well.

Traditions and Commandments

 MATTHEW 15 eThen Pharisees and fscribes came to Jesus ffrom Jerusalem and said, 2gWhy do your disciples break hthe tradition of the elders? jFor they do not wash their hands when they eat. 3He answered them, And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4For God commanded, kHonor your father and your mother, and, lWhoever reviles father or mother must surely die. 5But you say, If anyone tells his father or his mother, What you would have gained from me is given to God,[1] 6he need not honor his father. So for the sake of your tradition you have mmade void the word[2] of God. 7nYou hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said:

 8 oThis people honors me with their lips,

but their heart is far from me;

9 in vain do they worship me,

teaching as pdoctrines the commandments of men.

What Defiles a Person

 10And he called the people to him and said to them, qHear and understand: 11rit is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person. 12Then the disciples came and said to him, Do you know that the Pharisees were soffended when they heard this saying? 13He answered, tEvery plant that my heavenly Father has not planted uwill be rooted up. 14Let them alone; vthey are blind guides.[3] And wif the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit. 15But Peter said to him, xExplain the parable to us. 16And he said, yAre you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that zwhatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled?[4] 18But awhat comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19For out of the heart come bevil thoughts, cmurder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, dslander. 20eThese are what defile a person. But fto eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

 21gAnd Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, ha Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, iHave mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon. 23But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, jSend her away, for she is crying out after us. 24He answered, kI was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 25But she came and lknelt before him, saying, Lord, help me. 26And he answered, It is not right to take the childrens bread and mthrow it to the dogs. 27She said, Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat nthe crumbs that fall from their masters table. 28Then Jesus answered her, O woman, ogreat is your faith! pBe it done for you as you desire. qAnd her daughter was phealed instantly.[5]

Jesus Heals Many

 29rJesus went on from there and walked sbeside the Sea of Galilee. And he twent up on the mountain and sat down there. 30And great crowds came to him, bringing with them uthe lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 31vso that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, wthe crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And xthey glorified ythe God of Israel.

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand

 32zThen Jesus called his disciples to him and said, aI have compassion on the crowd because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way. 33And the disciples said to him, Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd? 34And Jesus said to them, How many loaves do you have? They said, bSeven, and a few small fish. 35And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36he took the seven loaves and the fish, and chaving given thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37And dthey all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of eMagadan.

The Pharisees and Sadducees Demand Signs

 MATTHEW 16 fAnd the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and gto test him hthey asked him to show them ia sign from heaven. 2He answered them,[1] jWhen it is evening, you say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red. 3And in the morning, It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening. kYou know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret lthe signs of the times. 4mAn evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. So nhe left them and departed.

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees

 5When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6Jesus said to them, Watch and obeware of pthe leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 7And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, We brought no bread. 8But qJesus, aware of this, said, rO you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9sDo you not yet perceive? Do you not remember tthe five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 10Or uthe seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? oBeware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 12vThen they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of wthe teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

 13xNow when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, Who do people say that the Son of Man is? 14And they said, Some say yJohn the Baptist, others say zElijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 15He said to them, But who do you say that I am? 16Simon Peter replied, aYou are bthe Christ, cthe Son of dthe living God. 17And Jesus answered him, eBlessed are you, fSimon Bar-Jonah! For gflesh and blood has not revealed this to you, hbut my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, iyou are Peter, and jon this rock[2] I will build my church, and kthe gates of lhell[3] shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you mthe keys of the kingdom of heaven, and nwhatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[4] in heaven. 20oThen he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

 21pFrom that time Jesus began to show his disciples that qhe must go to Jerusalem and rsuffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on sthe third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, Far be it from you, Lord![5] This shall never happen to you. 23But he turned and said to Peter, tGet behind me, Satan! You are ua hindrance[6] to me. For you vare not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, If anyone would come after me, let him wdeny himself and xtake up his cross and follow me. 25For xwhoever would save his life[7] will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For ywhat will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or zwhat shall a man give in return for his soul? 27aFor the Son of Man is going to come with bhis angels in the glory of his Father, and cthen he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not dtaste death euntil they see the Son of Man fcoming in his kingdom.

The Transfiguration

 MATTHEW 17 gAnd after six days Jesus took with him hPeter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he was itransfigured before them, and jhis face shone like the sun, and khis clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for lElijah. 5He was still speaking when, behold, ma bright cloud overshadowed them, and ma voice from the cloud said, nThis is my beloved Son,[1] with whom I am well pleased; olisten to him. 6When pthe disciples heard this, qthey fell on their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and rtouched them, saying, Rise, and shave no fear. 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

 9tAnd as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, uTell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead. 10And the disciples asked him, Then why do the scribes say vthat first Elijah must come? 11He answered, Elijah does come, and whe will restore all things. 12But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but xdid to him whatever they pleased. ySo also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands. 13zThen the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist.

Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon

 14aAnd when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 15said, Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is ban epileptic and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. 16And I brought him to your disciples, and cthey could not heal him. 17And Jesus answered, O faithless and dtwisted generation, how long am I to be with you? eHow long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me. 18And Jesus frebuked the demon,[2] and it[3] came out of him, and gthe boy was healed instantly.[4] 19Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, Why could we not cast it out? 20He said to them, hBecause of your little faith. For itruly, I say to you, jif you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, kyou will say to this mountain, Move from here to there, and it will move, and lnothing will be impossible for you.[5]

Jesus Again Foretells Death, Resurrection

 22mAs they were gathering[6] in Galilee, Jesus said to them, The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, 23and they will kill him, and he will be raised on nthe third day. And they were greatly distressed.

The Temple Tax

 24oWhen they came to Capernaum, the collectors of pthe two-drachma tax went up to Peter and said, Does your teacher not pay the tax? 25He said, Yes. And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, qWhat do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or rtax? From their sons or from others? 26And when he said, From others, Jesus said to him, Then the sons are free. 27However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel.[7] Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.

Who Is the Greatest?

 MATTHEW 18 tAt that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, Truly, I say to you, unless you uturn and vbecome like children, you wwill never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4xWhoever humbles himself like this child is the wgreatest in the kingdom of heaven.

 5yWhoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but zwhoever causes one of these alittle ones who believe in me to sin,[1] it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

Temptations to Sin

 7Woe to the world for btemptations to sin![2] cFor it is necessary that temptations come, dbut woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8eAnd if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into fthe eternal fire. 9eAnd if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the fhell[3] of fire.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

 10See that you do not despise gone of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven htheir angels always isee the face of my Father who is in heaven.[4] 12jWhat do you think? kIf a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So lit is not the will of my[5] Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

If Your Brother Sins Against You

 15mIf your brother sins against you, ngo and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have ogained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established pby the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, qtell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, rlet him be to you as sa Gentile and sa tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, twhatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[6] in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you uagree on earth about anything they ask, vit will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are wgathered in my name, xthere am I among them.

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

 21Then Peter came up and said to him, Lord, how often ywill my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? zAs many as seven times? 22Jesus said to him, I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

 23Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished ato settle accounts with his servants.[7] 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him bten thousand ctalents.[8] 25dAnd since he could not pay, his master ordered him eto be sold, with his wife and fchildren and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant[9] gfell on his knees, imploring him, Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything. 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and dforgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred hdenarii,[10] and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, Pay what you owe. 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, Have patience with me, and I will pay you. 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33iAnd should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you? 34jAnd in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,[11] kuntil he should pay all his debt. 35lSo also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother mfrom your heart.

Teaching About Divorce

 MATTHEW 19 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from nGalilee and oentered pthe region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2And qlarge crowds followed him, and he healed them there.

 3And Pharisees came up to him and rtested him by asking, sIs it lawful to divorce ones wife for any cause? 4He answered, tHave you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5and said, uTherefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and vthe two shall become one flesh? 6So they are no longer two but one flesh. wWhat therefore God has joined together, let not man separate. 7They said to him, xWhy then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away? 8He said to them, Because of your yhardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9zAnd I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.[1]

 10The disciples said to him, If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry. 11But he said to them, aNot everyone can receive this saying, but only bthose to cwhom it is given. 12For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs dfor the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.

Let the Children Come to Me

 13eThen children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples frebuked the people, 14but Jesus said, gLet the little children hcome to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven. 15And he laid his hands on them and went away.

The Rich Young Man

 16iAnd behold, a man came up to him, saying, Teacher, what good deed must I do to jhave keternal life? 17And he said to him, Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. lIf you would enter life, keep the commandments. 18He said to him, Which ones? And Jesus said, mYou shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 19Honor your father and mother, and, nYou shall love your neighbor as yourself. 20The young man said to him, oAll these I have kept. What do I still lack? 21Jesus said to him, If you would be pperfect, go, qsell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have rtreasure in heaven; and come, follow me. 22sWhen the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

 23And Jesus said to his disciples, Truly, I say to you, tonly with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24uAgain I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter vthe kingdom of God. 25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, Who then can be saved? 26But Jesus wlooked at them and said, xWith man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible. 27Then Peter said in reply, See, ywe have left everything and followed you. What then will we have? 28Jesus said to them, Truly, I say to you, in the new world,[2] zwhen the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me awill also sit on twelve thrones, bjudging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29cAnd everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my names sake, will receive a hundredfold[3] and will dinherit eternal life. 30But emany who are ffirst will be last, and the last first.

Laborers in the Vineyard

 MATTHEW 20 For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius[1] a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you. 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And gabout the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, Why do you stand here idle all day? 7They said to him, Because no one has hired us. He said to them, You go into the vineyard too. 8And hwhen evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his iforeman, Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first. 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and jthe scorching heat. 13But he replied to one of them, kFriend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take lwhat belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15mAm I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or ndo you begrudge my generosity?[2] 16So othe last will be first, and the first last.

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

 17pAnd as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, 18See, qwe are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will rcondemn him to death 19and sdeliver him over to the Gentiles tto be mocked and flogged and ucrucified, and he will be raised on vthe third day.

A Mothers Request

 20wThen xthe mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and ykneeling before him she asked him for something. 21And he said to her, What do you want? She said to him, Say that these two sons of mine zare to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, ain your kingdom. 22Jesus answered, bYou do not know what you are asking. Are you able cto drink the cup that I am to drink? They said to him, We are able. 23He said to them, dYou will drink emy cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, fbut it is for those for whom it has been gprepared by my Father. 24And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25But Jesus called them to him and said, hYou know that the rulers of the Gentiles ilord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26jIt shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,[3] 27and whoever would be first among you must be your slave,[4] 28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but kto serve, and lto give his life as a ransom for mmany.

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

 29nAnd as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, Lord,[5] have mercy on us, oSon of David! 31The crowd prebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David! 32And stopping, Jesus called them and said, What do you want me to do for you? 33They said to him, Lord, let our eyes be opened. 34And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.

The Triumphal Entry

 MATTHEW 21 qNow when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to rthe Mount of Olives, then Jesus ssent two disciples, 2saying to them, Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, The Lord needs them, and he will send them at once. 4This took place tto fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

 5 uSay to the daughter of Zion,

Behold, your king is coming to you,

vhumble, and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt,[1] the foal of a beast of burden.

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd wspread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, xHosanna to ythe Son of David! zBlessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna ain the highest! 10And bwhen he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, Who is this? 11And the crowds said, This is cthe prophet Jesus, dfrom Nazareth of Galilee.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

 12eAnd Jesus entered the temple[2] and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of fthe money-changers and the seats of those who sold gpigeons. 13He said to them, It is written, hMy house shall be called a house of prayer, but iyou make it a den of robbers.

 14jAnd the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15kBut when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, xHosanna to the Son of David! they were indignant, 16and they said to him, Do you hear what these are saying? And Jesus said to them, Yes; lhave you never read,

 mOut of the mouth of ninfants and nursing babies

you have prepared praise?

 17And oleaving them, he pwent out of the city to qBethany and lodged there.

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

 18rIn the morning, as he was returning to the city, she became hungry. 19tAnd seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, May no fruit ever come from you again! And the fig tree withered at once.

 20When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, How did the fig tree wither at once? 21And Jesus answered them, uTruly, I say to you, vif you have faith and wdo not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, xBe taken up and thrown into the sea, it will happen. 22And vwhatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, yif you have faith.

The Authority of Jesus Challenged

 23zAnd when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him aas he was teaching, and said, bBy what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority? 24Jesus answered them, I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, cfrom where did it come? dFrom heaven or from man? And they discussed it among themselves, saying, If we say, From heaven, he will say to us, eWhy then did you not believe him? 26But if we say, From man, fwe are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was ga prophet. 27So they answered Jesus, We do not know. And he said to them, Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

The Parable of the Two Sons

 28hWhat do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, Son, go and work in ithe vineyard today. 29And he answered, I will not, but afterward he jchanged his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, I go, sir, but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father? They said, The first. Jesus said to them, Truly, I say to you, kthe tax collectors and lthe prostitutes go into mthe kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you nin the way of righteousness, and oyou did not believe him, but pthe tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward jchange your minds and believe him.

The Parable of the Tenants

 33qHear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted ra vineyard sand put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and tleased it to tenants, and uwent into another country. 34When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants[3] to the tenants tto get his fruit. 35vAnd the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and wstoned another. 36xAgain he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, They will respect my son. 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, yThis is the heir. Come, zlet us kill him and have his inheritance. 39And they took him and athrew him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40bWhen therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants? 41They said to him, cHe will put those wretches to a miserable death and dlet out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.

 42Jesus said to them, eHave you never read in the Scriptures:

 fThe stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;[4]

this was the Lords doing,

and it is marvelous in our eyes?

 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God gwill be taken away from you and given to a people hproducing its fruits. 44And ithe one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and jwhen it falls on anyone, it will crush him.[5]

 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46And lalthough they were seeking to arrest him, mthey feared the crowds, because they held him to be na prophet.

The Parable of the Wedding Feast

 MATTHEW 22 And again Jesus ospoke to them in parables, saying, 2pThe kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave qa wedding feast for his son, 3and rsent his servants[1] to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4sAgain he sent other servants, saying, Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my tdinner, umy oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast. 5But vthey paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his servants, wtreated them shamefully, and xkilled them. 7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and ydestroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not zworthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find. 10And those servants went out into the roads and bgathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

 11But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there ca man who had no wedding garment. 12And he said to him, dFriend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, Bind him hand and foot and ecast him into the outer darkness. In that place ethere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14For many are fcalled, but few are fchosen.

Paying Taxes to Caesar

 15gThen the Pharisees went and plotted how hto entangle him in his words. 16And they sent itheir disciples to him, along with jthe Herodians, saying, Teacher, kwe know that you are true and teach lthe way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyones opinion, for myou are not swayed by appearances.[2] 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay ntaxes to oCaesar, or not? 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, Why pput me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax. And they brought him a denarius.[3] 20And Jesus said to them, Whose likeness and inscription is this? 21They said, Caesars. Then he said to them, qTherefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesars, and to God the things that are Gods. 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they rleft him and went away.

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection

 23The same day sSadducees came to him, twho say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24saying, Teacher, Moses said, uIf a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 25Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring left his wife to his brother. 26So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 27After them all, the woman died. 28In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her.

 29But Jesus answered them, You are wrong, vbecause you know neither the Scriptures nor wthe power of God. 30For in the resurrection they neither xmarry nor xare given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31And as for the resurrection of the dead, yhave you not read what was said to you by God: 32zI am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not God of the dead, but of the living. 33And when the crowd heard it, athey were astonished at his teaching.

The Great Commandment

 34bBut when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced cthe Sadducees, they gathered together. 35dAnd one of them, ea lawyer, asked him a question fto test him. 36Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law? 37And he said to him, gYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And ha second is like it: iYou shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40jOn these two commandments depend kall the Law and the Prophets.

Whose Son Is the Christ?

 41lNow while the Pharisees mwere gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, 42saying, What do you think about nthe Christ? Whose son is he? They said to him, nThe son of David. 43He said to them, How is it then that David, oin the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,

 44 pThe Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet?

 45If then David calls him Lord, qhow is he his son? 46rAnd no one was able to answer him a word, snor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees

 MATTHEW 23 Then Jesus tsaid to the crowds and to his disciples, 2uThe scribes and the Pharisees vsit on Moses seat, 3so do and observe whatever they tell you, wbut not the works they do. xFor they preach, but do not practice. 4yThey tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,[1] and lay them on peoples shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. 5tThey do all their deeds zto be seen by others. For they make atheir phylacteries broad and btheir fringes long, 6and they clove the place of honor at feasts and dthe best seats in the synagogues 7and dgreetings in ethe marketplaces and being called frabbi[2] by others. 8gBut you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are hall brothers.[3] 9iAnd call no man your father on earth, for jyou have one Father, who is in heaven. 10Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, kthe Christ. 11lThe greatest among you shall be your servant. 12mWhoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

 13But woe nto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you oshut the kingdom of heaven in peoples faces. For you pneither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.[4] 15Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single qproselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a rchild of shell[5] as yourselves.

 16Woe to tyou, ublind guides, who say, vIf anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath. 17You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or wthe temple that has made the gold sacred? 18And you say, If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by xthe gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath. 19You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or ythe altar that makes the gift sacred? 20So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by zhim who dwells in it. 22And whoever swears by aheaven swears by bthe throne of God and by chim who sits upon it.

 23dWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For eyou tithe mint and dill and fcumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: gjustice and mercy and faithfulness. hThese you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing ia camel!

 25jWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For kyou clean the outside of lthe cup and the plate, but inside they are full of mgreed and self-indulgence. 26You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of lthe cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.

 27nWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like owhitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead peoples bones and pall uncleanness. 28So you also qoutwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of rhypocrisy and lawlessness.

 29sWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, 30saying, If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets. 31Thus you witness against yourselves that you are tsons of those who murdered the prophets. 32uFill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 33You serpents, vyou brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to whell? 34xTherefore yI send you zprophets and wise men and ascribes, bsome of whom you will kill and crucify, and bsome you will cflog in your synagogues and dpersecute from town to town, 35so that on you may come all ethe righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous fAbel to the blood of gZechariah the son of Barachiah,[6] whom you murdered between hthe sanctuary and ithe altar. 36Truly, I say to you, jall these things will come upon this generation.

Lament over Jerusalem

 37kO Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that lkills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have mgathered nyour children together oas a hen gathers her brood punder her wings, and qyou were not willing! 38See, ryour house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, sBlessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple

 MATTHEW 24 tJesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2But he answered them, You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, uthere will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.

Signs of the End of the Age

 3As he sat on vthe Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him wprivately, saying, Tell us, xwhen will these things be, and what will be the sign of your ycoming and of zthe end of the age? 4And Jesus answered them, aSee that no one leads you astray. 5For bmany will come in my name, saying, I am cthe Christ, and they will lead many astray. 6And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you dare not alarmed, for this emust take place, but the end is not yet. 7For fnation will rise against nation, and gkingdom against kingdom, and there will be hfamines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are but the beginning of ithe birth pains.

 9Then jthey will deliver you up kto tribulation and lput you to death, and myou will be hated by all nations for my names sake. 10And then many will fall away[1] and nbetray one another and hate one another. 11And many ofalse prophets will arise pand lead many astray. 12And because lawlessness will be increased, qthe love of many will grow cold. 13rBut the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom swill be proclaimed throughout the whole world tas a testimony uto all nations, and vthen the end will come.

The Abomination of Desolation

 15So when you see the abomination of desolation wspoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in xthe holy place (ylet the reader understand), 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17zLet the one who is on athe housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19And balas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21For then there will be cgreat tribulation, dsuch as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for ethe sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23fThen if anyone says to you, Look, here is the Christ! or There he is! do not believe it. 24For gfalse christs and hfalse prophets will arise and iperform great signs and wonders, hso as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25See, jI have told you beforehand. 26So, if they say to you, Look, khe is in the wilderness, do not go out. If they say, Look, he is in the inner rooms, do not believe it. 27lFor as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be mthe coming of the Son of Man. 28nWherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

The Coming of the Son of Man

 29Immediately after othe tribulation of those days pthe sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and qthe stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30Then rwill appear in heaven sthe sign of the Son of Man, and then tall the tribes of the earth will mourn, and uthey will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven vwith power and great glory. 31And whe will send out his angels with a loud xtrumpet call, and they will ygather zhis elect from athe four winds, bfrom one end of heaven to the other.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

 32From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, cat the very gates. 34dTruly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 35eHeaven and earth will pass away, but fmy words will not pass away.

No One Knows That Day and Hour

 36But concerning that day and hour gno one knows, not even the angels of heaven, hnor the Son,[2] ibut the Father only. 37jFor as were the days of Noah, kso will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38jFor as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, lmarrying and giving in marriage, until mthe day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, kso will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41nTwo women will be grinding oat the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, pstay awake, for you do not know on what day qyour Lord is coming. 43rBut know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night sthe thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be tready, for uthe Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

 45Who then is vthe faithful and wwise servant,[3] whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 46xBlessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 47Truly, I say to you, yhe will set him over all his possessions. 48But if that wicked servant says to himself, My master zis delayed, 49and begins to beat his fellow servants[4] and eats and drinks with adrunkards, 50the master of that servant will come bon a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know 51and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place cthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

 MATTHEW 25 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like dten virgins who took their lamps[1] and went to meet ethe bridegroom.[2] 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wwise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom fwas delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But gat midnight there was a cry, Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him. 7Then all those virgins rose and htrimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out. 9But the wise answered, saying, Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves. 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and ithose who were ready went in with him to jthe marriage feast, and kthe door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, lLord, lord, open to us. 12lBut he answered, Truly, I say to you, mI do not know you. 13nWatch therefore, for you oknow neither the day nor the hour.

The Parable of the Talents

 14pFor qit will be like a man rgoing on a journey, who called his servants[3] and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five stalents,[4] to another two, to another one, tto each according to his ability. Then he rwent away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and udug in the ground and hid his masters money. 19Now vafter a long time the master of those servants came and wsettled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more. 21His master said to him, Well done, good and xfaithful servant.[5] yYou have been faithful over a little; zI will set you over much. Enter into athe joy of your master. 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more. 23His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master. 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, Master, I knew you to be ba hard man, reaping cwhere you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here dyou have what is yours. 26But his master answered him, You ewicked and eslothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29fFor to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And gcast hthe worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place gthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The Final Judgment

 31iWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, jthen he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him kwill be gathered lall the nations, and mhe will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates nthe sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then othe King will say to pthose on his right, Come, you qwho are blessed by my Father, rinherit sthe kingdom tprepared for you ufrom the foundation of the world. 35For vI was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you wgave me drink, xI was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36vI was naked and you clothed me, yI was sick and you zvisited me, aI was in prison and you came to me. 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you? 40And bthe King will answer them, cTruly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these dmy brothers,[6] you did it to me.

 41Then he will say to those on his left, eDepart from me, you fcursed, into gthe eternal fire prepared for hthe devil and his angels. 42For iI was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me. 44Then they also will answer, saying, Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you? 45Then he will answer them, saying, Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, jyou did not do it to me. 46And these will go away kinto eternal punishment, but the righteous kinto leternal life.

The Plot to Kill Jesus

 MATTHEW 26 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2mYou know that after two days nthe Passover is coming, and othe Son of Man pwill be delivered up to be crucified.

 3qThen the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in rthe palace of the high priest, whose name was sCaiaphas, 4tand plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they said, Not during the feast, ulest there be an uproar among the people.

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

 6vNow when Jesus was at wBethany in the house of Simon the leper,[1] 7a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, Why this waste? 9For this could have been sold for a large sum and xgiven to the poor. 10But yJesus, aware of this, said to them, Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 11For zyou always have the poor with you, but ayou will not always have me. 12In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it bto prepare me for burial. 13Truly, I say to you, wherever cthis gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told din memory of her.

Judas to Betray Jesus

 14eThen one of the twelve, whose name was fJudas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15and said, What will you give me if I deliver him over to you? And they gpaid him hthirty pieces of silver. 16And from that moment he sought an opportunity ito betray him.

The Passover with the Disciples

 17jNow on kthe first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover? 18He said, Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, lThe Teacher says, mMy time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples. 19And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

 20nWhen it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve.[2] 21And as they were eating, ohe said, Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me. 22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, Is it I, Lord? 23He answered, pHe who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes qas it is written of him, but rwoe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! sIt would have been better for that man if he had not been born. 25Judas, who would betray him, answered, Is it I, tRabbi? He said to him, uYou have said so.

Institution of the Lords Supper

 26vNow as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and wafter blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; xthis is my body. 27And he took a cup, and when he yhad given thanks he gave it to them, saying, Drink of it, all of you, 28for xthis is my zblood of the[3] covenant, which is poured out for amany bfor the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you cin my Fathers kingdom.

Jesus Foretells Peters Denial

 30dAnd when they had sung a hymn, ethey went out to fthe Mount of Olives. 31Then Jesus said to them, You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, I will gstrike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered. 32But after I am raised up, hI will go before you to Galilee. 33iPeter answered him, Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away. 34jJesus said to him, Truly, I tell you, this very night, kbefore the rooster crows, you will deny me three times. 35lPeter said to him, Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you! And all the disciples said the same.

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane

 36mThen Jesus went with them eto a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, Sit here, while I go over there and pray. 37And taking with him nPeter and othe two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, pMy soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and qwatch[4] with me. 39And going a little farther he fell on his face rand prayed, saying, My Father, if it be possible, let sthis cup pass from me; tnevertheless, not as I will, but as you will. 40And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41qWatch and upray that you vmay not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 42Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, wyour will be done. 43And again he came and found them sleeping, for xtheir eyes were heavy. 44So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for ythe third time, saying the same words again. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, Sleep and take your rest later on.[5] See, zthe hour is at hand, and athe Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

 47bWhile he was still speaking, cJudas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, The one I will kiss is the man; seize him. 49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, Greetings, dRabbi! And he kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, eFriend, fdo what you came to do.[6] Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his gsword and struck the servant[7] of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, Put your sword back into its place. For hall who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53iDo you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me jmore than twelve klegions of angels? 54lBut how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so? 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day mI sat in the temple nteaching, and you did not seize me. 56But lall this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. oThen all the disciples left him and fled.

Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Council

 57pThen qthose who had seized Jesus led him to rCaiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58And sPeter was following him at a distance, as far as rthe courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with tthe guards to see the end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole council[8] uwere seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60but they found none, vthough many false witnesses came forward. At last wtwo came forward 61and said, This man said, xI am able to ydestroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days. 62And the high priest stood up and said, Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?[9] 63zBut Jesus remained silent. aAnd the high priest said to him, bI adjure you by cthe living God, dtell us if you are ethe Christ, fthe Son of God. 64Jesus said to him, gYou have said so. But I tell you, from now on hyou will see the Son of Man iseated at the right hand of Power and hcoming on the clouds of heaven. 65Then the high priest jtore his robes and said, kHe has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your judgment? They answered, lHe deserves death. 67Then mthey spit in his face nand ostruck him. And some slapped him, 68saying, Prophesy to us, you pChrist! Who is it that struck you?

Peter Denies Jesus

 69qNow Peter was sitting outside rin the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, You also were with Jesus the Galilean. 70But he denied it before them all, saying, I do not know what you mean. 71And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, This man was with Jesus sof Nazareth. 72And again he denied it with an oath: I do not know the man. 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, Certainly you too are one of them, for tyour accent betrays you. 74Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, I do not know the man. And immediately the rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, uBefore the rooster crows, you will vdeny me three times. And he went out and wept bitterly.

Jesus Delivered to Pilate

 MATTHEW 27 wWhen morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people xtook counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 2And they bound him and yled him away and zdelivered him over to aPilate the governor.

Judas Hangs Himself

 3Then when bJudas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus[1] was condemned, che changed his mind and brought back dthe thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, I have sinned by betraying innocent blood. They said, What is that to us? eSee to it yourself. 5And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, fhe departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, It is not lawful to put them into gthe treasury, since it is blood money. 7So they took counsel and bought with them the potters field as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore hthat field has been called the Field of Blood ito this day. 9jThen was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, kAnd they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave them for the potters field, as the Lord directed me.

Jesus Before Pilate

 11lNow Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, Are you mthe King of the Jews? Jesus said, nYou have said so. 12oBut when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, pDo you not hear how many things they testify against you? 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

The Crowd Chooses Barabbas

 15qNow at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or rJesus who is called Christ? 18For he knew that it was out sof envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on tthe judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, Have nothing to do with uthat righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today vin a dream. 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to wask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, Which of the two do you want me to release for you? And they said, Barabbas. 22Pilate said to them, Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ? xThey all said, Let him be crucified! 23And he said, Why, ywhat evil has he done? But they shouted all the more, Let him be crucified!

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified

 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that za riot was beginning, he took water and awashed his hands before the crowd, saying, I am innocent of bthis mans blood;[2] csee to it yourselves. 25And all the people answered, dHis blood be on us and eon our children! 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having fscourged[3] Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Jesus Is Mocked

 27gThen the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the hgovernors headquarters,[4] and they gathered the whole ibattalion[5] before him. 28And they stripped him and put ja scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they kmocked him, saying, Hail, lKing of the Jews! 30And mthey spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and nled him away to crucify him.

The Crucifixion

 32opAs they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to ocarry his cross. 33qAnd when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34rthey offered him wine to drink, mixed with sgall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, tthey divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and ukept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, This is Jesus, vthe King of the Jews. 38Then two wrobbers were crucified with him, xone on the right and one on the left. 39And ythose who passed by zderided him, awagging their heads 40and saying, bYou who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! cIf you are dthe Son of God, come down from the cross. 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42eHe saved others; fhe cannot save himself. gHe is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43hHe trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, I am the Son of God. 44iAnd the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

The Death of Jesus

 45Now from the sixth hour[6] there was darkness over all the land[7] until the ninth hour.[8] 46And about the ninth hour Jesus jcried out with a loud voice, saying, kEli, Eli, lema sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, This man is calling Elijah. 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with lsour wine, and put it on a reed and mgave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him. 50And Jesus ncried out again with a loud voice and oyielded up his spirit.

 51And behold, pthe curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And qthe earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of rthe saints swho had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into tthe holy city and appeared to many. 54uWhen the centurion and those who were with him, vkeeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, wTruly this was the Son[9] of God!

 55There were also xmany women there, looking on yfrom a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, zministering to him, 56among whom were zMary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and athe mother of the sons of Zebedee.

Jesus Is Buried

 57bWhen it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60and claid it in his own new tomb, dwhich he had cut in the rock. And he rolled ea great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and fthe other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb

 62The next day, that is, after the day of gPreparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, Sir, we remember how hthat impostor said, while he was still alive, iAfter three days I will rise. 64Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, jlest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, He has risen from the dead, and the last fraud will be worse than the first. 65Pilate said to them, You have ka guard[10] of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can. 66So they went and made the tomb secure by lsealing the stone and setting a guard.

The Resurrection

 MATTHEW 28 mNow after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and nthe other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for oan angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3pHis appearance was like lightning, and qhis clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and rbecame like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, sas he said. Come, see the place where he[1] lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, the is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you. 8So they departed quickly from the tomb uwith fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus vmet them and said, Greetings! And they came up and wtook hold of his feet and xworshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, Do not be afraid; ygo and tell zmy brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.

The Report of the Guard

 11While they were going, behold, some of athe guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 12And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13and said, Tell people, bHis disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep. 14And if this comes to cthe governors ears, we will dsatisfy him and keep you out of trouble. 15So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews eto this day.

The Great Commission

 16Now the eleven disciples fwent to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they gworshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, hAll authority iin heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19jGo therefore and kmake disciples of lall nations, jbaptizing them min[2] nthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them oto observe all that pI have commanded you. And behold, qI am with you always, to rthe end of the age.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 1

[1] 1:3 Greek Aram; also verse 4

[2] 1:7 Asaph is probably an alternate spelling of Asa; some manuscripts Asa; also verse 8

[3] 1:10 Amos is probably an alternate spelling of Amon; some manuscripts Amon; twice in this verse

[4] 1:12 Greek Salathiel; twice in this verse

[5] 1:18 Some manuscripts of the Christ

[6] 1:18 That is, legally pledged to be married


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Greek magi; also verses 7, 16

[2] 2:2 Or in the east; also verse 9


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 3

[1] 3:3 Or crying: Prepare in the wilderness

[2] 3:16 Some manuscripts omit to him

[3] 3:17 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 4

[1] 4:19 The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both men and women


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 5

[1] 5:9 Greek huioi; see Preface

[2] 5:16 Or house. 16Let your light so shine before others that

[3] 5:22 Some manuscripts insert without cause

[4] 5:22 Greek says Raca to (a term of abuse)

[5] 5:22 Greek Gehenna; also verses 29, 30

[6] 5:26 Greek kodrantes, Roman copper coin (Latin quadrans) worth about 1/64 of a denarius (which was a day's wage for a laborer)

[7] 5:37 Or the evil one

[8] 5:40 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[9] 5:47 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 6

[1] 6:9 Or Let your name be kept holy, or Let your name be treated with reverence

[2] 6:10 Or Let your kingdom come, let your will be done

[3] 6:11 Or our bread for tomorrow

[4] 6:13 Or the evil one; some manuscripts add For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen

[5] 6:19 Or worm; also verse 20

[6] 6:24 Greek mammon, a Semitic word for money or possessions

[7] 6:27 Or a single cubit to his stature; a cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 7

[1] 7:13 Some manuscripts For the way is wide and easy


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 8

[1] 8:2 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 8:3 Greek he

[3] 8:9 Greek bondservant

[4] 8:10 Some manuscripts not even in Israel

[5] 8:28 Some manuscripts Gergesenes; some Gerasenes

[6] 8:28 Greek daimonizomai; also verse 33; elsewhere rendered oppressed by demons


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 9

[1] 9:4 Some manuscripts perceiving

[2] 9:10 Greek he

[3] 9:14 Some manuscripts add much, or often

[4] 9:22 Greek from that hour


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 10

[1] 10:3 Some manuscripts Lebbaeus, or Lebbaeus called Thaddaeus

[2] 10:4 Greek kananaios, meaning zealot

[3] 10:8 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[4] 10:10 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[5] 10:24 Greek bondservant; also verse 25

[6] 10:25 Greek lacks will they malign

[7] 10:28 Greek Gehenna

[8] 10:29 Greek assarion, Roman copper coin (Latin quadrans) worth about 1/16 of a denarius (which was a day's wage for a laborer)


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 11

[1] 11:5 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 11:8 Or Why then did you go out? To see a man... ;

[3] 11:9 Some manuscripts Why then did you go out? To see a prophet?

[4] 11:12 Or has been coming violently

[5] 11:15 Some manuscripts omit to hear

[6] 11:19 Some manuscripts children (compare Luke 7:35)

[7] 11:26 Or for so it pleased you well


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 12

[1] 12:46 Some manuscripts insert verse 47: Someone told him, Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, asking to speak to you


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 13

[1] 13:9 Some manuscripts add here and in verse 43 to hear

[2] 13:21 Or stumbles

[3] 13:25 Probably darnel, a wheat-like weed

[4] 13:27 Greek bondservants; also verse 28

[5] 13:35 Some manuscripts Isaiah the prophet


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 14

[1] 14:3 Some manuscripts his brother's wife

[2] 14:24 Greek many stadia, a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters

[3] 14:24 Some manuscripts was out on the sea

[4] 14:30 Some manuscripts strong wind


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 15

[1] 15:5 Or is an offering

[2] 15:6 Some manuscripts law

[3] 15:14 Some manuscripts add of the blind

[4] 15:17 Greek is expelled into the latrine

[5] 15:28 Greek from that hour


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 16

[1] 16:2 Some manuscripts omit the following words to the end of verse 3

[2] 16:18 The Greek words for Peter and rock sound similar

[3] 16:18 Greek the gates of Hades

[4] 16:19 Or shall have been bound... ; shall have been loosed

[5] 16:22 Or [May God be] merciful to you, Lord!

[6] 16:23 Greek stumbling block

[7] 16:25 The same Greek word can mean either soul or life, depending on the context; twice in this verse and twice in verse 26


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 17

[1] 17:5 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

[2] 17:18 Greek it

[3] 17:18 Greek the demon

[4] 17:18 Greek from that hour

[5] 17:20 Some manuscripts insert verse 21: But this kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting

[6] 17:22 Some manuscripts remained

[7] 17:27 Greek stater, a silver coin worth four drachmas or approximately one shekel


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 18

[1] 18:6 Greek causes... ; to stumble; also verses 8, 9

[2] 18:7 Greek stumbling blocks

[3] 18:9 Greek Gehenna

[4] 18:10 Some manuscripts add verse 11: For the Son of Man came to save the lost

[5] 18:14 Some manuscripts your

[6] 18:18 Or shall have been bound... ; shall have been loosed

[7] 18:23 Greek bondservants; also verses 28, 31

[8] 18:24 A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years' wages for a laborer

[9] 18:26 Greek bondservant; also verses 27, 28, 29, 32, 33

[10] 18:28 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[11] 18:34 Greek torturers


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 19

[1] 19:9 Some manuscripts add and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery; other manuscripts except for sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery

[2] 19:28 Greek in the regeneration

[3] 19:29 Some manuscripts manifold


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 20

[1] 20:2 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[2] 20:15 Or is your eye bad because I am good?

[3] 20:26 Greek diakonos

[4] 20:27 Greek bondservant (doulos)

[5] 20:30 Some manuscripts omit Lord


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 21

[1] 21:5 Or donkey, and on a colt,

[2] 21:12 Some manuscripts add of God

[3] 21:34 Greek bondservants; also verses 35, 36

[4] 21:42 Greek the head of the corner

[5] 21:44 Some manuscripts omit verse 44


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 22

[1] 22:3 Greek bondservants; also verses 4, 6, 8, 10

[2] 22:16 Greek for you do not look at people's faces

[3] 22:19 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 23

[1] 23:4 Some manuscripts omit hard to bear

[2] 23:7 Rabbi means my teacher, or my master; also verse 8

[3] 23:8 Or brothers and sisters

[4] 23:13 Some manuscripts add here (or after verse 12) verse 14: Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses and for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive the greater condemnation

[5] 23:15 Greek Gehenna; also verse 33

[6] 23:35 Some manuscripts omit the son of Barachiah


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 24

[1] 24:10 Or stumble

[2] 24:36 Some manuscripts omit nor the Son

[3] 24:45 Greek bondservant; also verses 46, 48, 50

[4] 24:49 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 25

[1] 25:1 Or torches

[2] 25:1 Some manuscripts add and the bride

[3] 25:14 Greek bondservants; also verse 19

[4] 25:15 A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years' wages for a laborer

[5] 25:21 Greek bondservant; also verses 23, 26, 30

[6] 25:40 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 26

[1] 26:6 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 26:20 Some manuscripts add disciples

[3] 26:28 Some manuscripts insert new

[4] 26:38 Or keep awake; also verses 40, 41

[5] 26:45 Or Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?

[6] 26:50 Or Friend, why are you here?

[7] 26:51 Greek bondservant

[8] 26:59 Greek Sanhedrin

[9] 26:62 Or Have you no answer to what these men testify against you?


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 27

[1] 27:3 Greek he

[2] 27:24 Some manuscripts this righteous blood, or this righteous man's blood

[3] 27:26 A Roman judicial penalty, consisting of a severe beating with a multi-lashed whip containing imbedded pieces of bone and metal

[4] 27:27 Greek the praetorium

[5] 27:27 Greek cohort; a tenth of a Roman legion, usually about 600 men

[6] 27:45 That is, noon

[7] 27:45 Or earth

[8] 27:45 That is, 3 P.M.

[9] 27:54 Or a son

[10] 27:65 Or Take a guard


Footnotes for Matthew, Chapter 28

[1] 28:6 Some manuscripts the Lord

[2] 28:19 Or into
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John the Baptist Prepares the Way

 MARK 1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, athe Son of God.[1]

 2bAs it is written in Isaiah the prophet,[2]

 cBehold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way,

3 dthe voice of one crying in the wilderness:

ePrepare[3] the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,

 4fJohn appeared, baptizing in gthe wilderness and proclaiming ha baptism of irepentance jfor the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, kconfessing their sins. 6Now John was lclothed with camels hair and lwore a leather belt around his waist and ate mlocusts and nwild honey. 7And he preached, saying, oAfter me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8pI have baptized you with water, but qhe will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

The Baptism of Jesus

 9rIn those days Jesus scame from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he tsaw uthe heavens being torn open vand the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And wa voice came from heaven, xYou are my beloved Son;[4] with you I am well pleased.

The Temptation of Jesus

 12yThe Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13yAnd he was in the wilderness forty days, being ztempted by aSatan. And he was with the wild animals, and bthe angels were ministering to him.

Jesus Begins His Ministry

 14cNow after John was arrested, Jesus dcame into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, eThe time is fulfilled, and fthe kingdom of God is at hand; grepent and believe in the gospel.

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

 16hPassing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, Follow me, and I will make you become ifishers of men.[5] 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Spirit

 21jAnd they went into Capernaum, and immediately kon the Sabbath lhe entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And mthey were astonished at his teaching, mfor he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24nWhat have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? oI know who you arepthe Holy One of God. 25But Jesus qrebuked him, saying, Be silent, and come out of him! 26And the unclean spirit, rconvulsing him and scrying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they were all tamazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, What is this? uA new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him. 28And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

Jesus Heals Many

 29vAnd immediately he[6] wleft the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now xSimons mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 31And he came and ytook her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

 32That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or zoppressed by demons. 33And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34aAnd he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And bhe would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

Jesus Preaches in Galilee

 35cAnd rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and dthere he prayed. 36And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 37and they found him and said to him, eEveryone is looking for you. 38And he said to them, Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for fthat is why I came out. 39gAnd hhe went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

 40iAnd a leper[7] came to him, imploring him, and jkneeling said to him, kIf you will, you can make me clean. 41Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, I will; be clean. 42And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43And lJesus[8] sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44and said to him, mSee that you say nothing to anyone, but go, nshow yourself to the priest and ooffer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, pfor a proof to them. 45qBut he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter ra town, but was out in rdesolate places, and speople were coming to him from every quarter.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

 MARK 2 And when he returned to tCapernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them. 3uAnd they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, vthey removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5And when Jesus wsaw their faith, he said to the paralytic, Son, xyour sins are forgiven. 6Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7Why does this man speak like that? yHe is blaspheming! zWho can forgive sins but God alone? 8And immediately Jesus, aperceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise, take up your bed and walk? 10But that you may know that bthe Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sinshe said to the paralytic 11I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home. 12And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and cglorified God, saying, We never saw anything like this!

Jesus Calls Levi

 13He went out again beside the sea, and dall the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them. 14eAnd as he passed by, he saw fLevi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, Follow me. And he rose and followed him.

 15And as he reclined at table in his house, many gtax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16And hthe scribes of[1] the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, gWhy does he eat[2] with tax collectors and sinners? 17And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. iI came not to call the righteous, jbut sinners.

A Question About Fasting

 18Now kJohns disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said to him, lWhy do Johns disciples and mthe disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast? 19And Jesus said to them, nCan the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20oThe days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and pthen they will fast in that day. 21No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22And no one puts new wine into old qwineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skinsand the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.[3]

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

 23rOne Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his disciples sbegan to pluck heads of grain. 24And the Pharisees were saying to him, Look, twhy are they doing uwhat is not lawful on the Sabbath? 25And he said to them, vHave you never read wwhat David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who were with him: 26how he entered the house of God, in the time of[4] xAbiathar the high priest, and ate ythe bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with him? 27And he said to them, zThe Sabbath was made for man, anot man for the Sabbath. 28So bthe Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.

A Man with a Withered Hand

 MARK 3 cAgain dhe entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. 2And ethey watched Jesus,[1] to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3And he said to the man with the withered hand, Come here. 4And he said to them, fIs it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill? But they were silent. 5And he glooked around at them with anger, grieved at htheir hardness of heart, and said to the man, Stretch out your hand. iHe stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6jThe Pharisees went out and immediately jheld counsel with kthe Herodians against him, how to destroy him.

A Great Crowd Follows Jesus

 7lJesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and ma great crowd followed, from Galilee and Judea 8and Jerusalem and nIdumea and from beyond the Jordan and from around oTyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him. 9And he told his disciples to phave a boat ready for him because of the crowd, lest they qcrush him, 10for rhe had healed many, so that all who had sdiseases pressed around him tto touch him. 11uAnd whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they vfell down before him and cried out, You are wthe Son of God. 12And xhe strictly ordered them not to make him known.

The Twelve Apostles

 13yAnd he went up on the mountain and called to him those zwhom he desired, and they came to him. 14yAnd he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach 15yand have authority to cast out demons. 16He appointed the twelve: aSimon (to whom bhe gave the name Peter); 17cJames the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and dMatthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot,[2] 19and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

 20Then he went ehome, and the crowd gathered again, fso that they could not even eat. 21gAnd when hhis family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, He iis out of his mind.

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

 22And jthe scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, kHe is possessed by Beelzebul, and by the prince of demons he casts out the demons. 23lAnd he called them to him and said to them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27But mno one can enter a strong mans house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. nThen indeed he may plunder his house.

 28oTruly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29but whoever pblasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin 30for they were saying, He has an unclean spirit.

Jesus Mother and Brothers

 31qAnd his mother and his rbrothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, Your mother and your brothers[3] are outside, seeking you. 33And he answered them, Who are my mother and my brothers? 34And slooking about at those who sat around him, he said, Here are my mother and my brothers! 35tFor whoever udoes the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.

The Parable of the Sower

 MARK 4 Again vhe began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, wso that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2And xhe was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3Listen! yBehold, a sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6And zwhen the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, ait withered away. 7Other seed fell among bthorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and ca hundredfold. 9And he said, dHe who has ears to hear, let him hear.

The Purpose of the Parables

 10And ewhen he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 11And he said to them, fTo you has been given gthe secret of the kingdom of God, but for hthose outside everything is in parables, 12iso that

 they jmay indeed see but not perceive,

and may indeed hear but not understand,

lest they kshould turn and be forgiven.

 13lAnd he said to them, Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? 14mThe sower sows nthe word. 15And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 16And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it owith joy. 17And they have no root in themselves, but pendure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately qthey fall away.[1] 18And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19but rthe cares of sthe world and tthe deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and ubear fruit, vthirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.

A Lamp Under a Basket

 21wAnd he said to them, xIs a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? 22yFor nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23zIf anyone has ears to hear, let him hear. 24And he said to them, Pay attention to what you hear: awith the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 25bFor to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.

The Parable of the Seed Growing

 26And he said, cThe kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; dhe knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once ehe puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

 30fAnd he said, With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31It is like ga grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.

 33hWith many such parables he spoke ithe word to them, jas they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them kwithout a parable, but lprivately to his own disciples he mexplained everything.

Jesus Calms a Storm

 35nOn that day, when evening had come, he said to them, Let us go across to the other side. 36And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37And a great windstorm arose, and the waves owere breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing? 39And he awoke and prebuked the wind and said to the sea, Peace! Be still! And the wind ceased, and qthere was a great calm. 40He said to them, Why are you rso afraid? Have you still no faith? 41And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, sWho then is this, that even tthe wind and the sea obey him?

Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon

 MARK 5 uThey came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.[1] 2And when Jesus[2] had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3vHe lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and wfell down before him. 7And xcrying out with a loud voice, he said, What have you to do with me, Jesus, ySon of zthe Most High God? aI adjure you by God, do not torment me. 8For he was saying to him, Come out of the man, you unclean spirit! 9And Jesus asked him, What is your name? He replied, My name is bLegion, for we are many. 10And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12and they begged him, saying, Send us to the pigs; let us enter them. 13So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.

 14The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 15And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed[3] man, the one who had had cthe legion, sitting there, dclothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17And ethey began to beg Jesus[4] to depart from their region. 18As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. 19And he did not permit him but said to him, Go home to your friends and ftell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you. 20And he went away and began to proclaim in gthe Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.

Jesus Heals a Woman and Jairuss Daughter

 21And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22hThen came one of ithe rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23and implored him earnestly, saying, My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and jlay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live. 24And he went with him.

And a great crowd followed him and kthronged about him. 25And there was a woman lwho had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 27She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28For she said, If I touch even his garments, I will be made well. 29mAnd immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her ndisease. 30And Jesus, perceiving in himself that opower had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, Who touched my garments? 31And his disciples said to him, You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, Who touched me? 32And he looked around to see who had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34And he said to her, Daughter, pyour faith has made you well; pgo in peace, and be healed of your ndisease.

 35While he was still speaking, there came from qthe rulers house some who said, Your daughter is dead. Why rtrouble sthe Teacher any further? 36But overhearing[5] what they said, Jesus said to qthe ruler of the synagogue, Do not fear, only believe. 37And he allowed no one to follow him except tPeter and James and uJohn the brother of James. 38They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus[6] saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39And when he had entered, he said to them, vWhy are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but wsleeping. 40And they laughed at him. But he xput them all outside and took the childs father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 41yTaking her by the hand he said to her, Talitha cumi, which means, Little girl, I say to you, zarise. 42And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement. 43And ahe strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

 MARK 6 bHe went away from there and came to chis hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2And don the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and emany who heard him were astonished, saying, Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3fIs not this gthe carpenter, the son of Mary and hbrother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us? And ithey took offense at him. 4And Jesus said to them, jA prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household. 5And khe could do no mighty work there, except that lhe laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6And mhe marveled because of their unbelief.

nAnd he went about among the villages teaching.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles

 7oAnd he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staffno bread, no bag, no money in their belts 9but to pwear sandals and not put on two tunics.[1] 10And he said to them, Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, qshake off the dust that is on your feet ras a testimony against them. 12sSo they went out and tproclaimed uthat people should repent. 13tAnd they cast out many demons and vanointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.

The Death of John the Baptist

 14wKing Herod heard of it, for Jesus[2] name had become known. Some[3] said, xJohn the Baptist[4] has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him. 15xBut others said, He is Elijah. And others said, He is ya prophet, like one of the prophets of old. 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, John, whom I beheaded, has been raised. 17zFor it was Herod who had sent and seized John and abound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philips wife, because he had married her. 18zFor John had been saying to Herod, bIt is not lawful for you to have your brothers wife. 19And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for Herod cfeared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he dheard him gladly.

 21But an opportunity came when Herod eon his birthday fgave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodiass daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you. 23And he vowed to her, Whatever you ask me, I will give you, gup to half of my kingdom. 24And she went out and said to her mother, For what should I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 25And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter. 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring Johns[5] head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his hdisciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

 30ijThe apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31And he said to them, Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while. For many were coming and going, and kthey had no leisure even to eat. 32lAnd they went away in mthe boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and nrecognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When he went ashore he osaw a great crowd, and ohe had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36pSend them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat. 37But he answered them, qYou give them something to eat. And rthey said to him, sShall we go and buy two hundred denarii[6] worth of bread and give it to them to eat? 38And he said to them, How many loaves do you have? Go and see. And when they had found out, they said, tFive, and two fish. 39Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And taking the five loaves and the two fish he ulooked up to heaven and vsaid a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42And they all ate and were satisfied. 43And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.

Jesus Walks on the Water

 45wImmediately he xmade his disciples get into ythe boat and go before him to the other side, zto Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46And after he had taken leave of them, ahe went up on the mountain to pray. 47And when bevening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about bthe fourth watch of the night[7] he came to them, walking on the sea. cHe meant to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for they all saw him and dwere terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, eTake heart; it is I. eDo not be afraid. 51And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for fthey did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts gwere hardened.

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret

 53hWhen they had crossed over, they came to land at iGennesaret and moored to the shore. 54And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately jrecognized him 55and ran about the whole region and began to bring kthe sick people lon their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, mthey laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even nthe fringe of his garment. And oas many as touched it were made well.

Traditions and Commandments

 MARK 7 pNow when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes qwho had come from Jerusalem, 2they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were rdefiled, that is, unwashed. 3(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands properly,[1] holding to sthe tradition of tthe elders, 4and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash.[2] And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as uthe washing of vcups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.[3]) 5And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, Why do your disciples not walk according to sthe tradition of tthe elders, wbut eat with rdefiled hands? 6And he said to them, Well did Isaiah prophesy of you xhypocrites, as it is written,

 yThis people honors me with their lips,

but their heart is far from me;

7 in vain do they worship me,

teaching as zdoctrines the commandments of men.

 8You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.

 9And he said to them, You have a fine way of arejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 10For Moses said, bHonor your father and your mother; and, cWhoever reviles father or mother must surely die. 11But you say, If a man tells his father or his mother, Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban (that is, given to God)[4] 12then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13thus dmaking void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.

What Defiles a Person

 14And he called the people to him again and said to them, eHear me, all of you, and understand: 15fThere is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.[5] 17And when he had entered gthe house and left the people, hhis disciples asked him about the parable. 18And he said to them, Then iare you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not his heart jbut his stomach, and is expelled?[6] (kThus he declared all foods clean.) 20And he said, lWhat comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, mmurder, adultery, 22coveting, wickedness, deceit, nsensuality, oenvy, pslander, qpride, rfoolishness. 23sAll these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.

The Syrophoenician Womans Faith

 24And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.[7] And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 26tNow the woman was a uGentile, va Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27And he said to her, Let the children be wfed first, for it is not right to take the childrens bread and xthrow it to the dogs. 28But she answered him, Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the childrens ycrumbs. 29And he said to her, For this statement you may zgo your way; the demon has left your daughter. 30And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

 31aThen he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to bthe Sea of Galilee, in the region of the cDecapolis. 32And they brought to him da man who was deaf and dhad a speech impediment, and they begged him to elay his hand on him. 33And ftaking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and fafter spitting touched his tongue. 34And glooking up to heaven, hhe sighed and said to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 35dAnd his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36And iJesus[8] charged them to tell no one. But jthe more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37And they were kastonished beyond measure, saying, He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand

 MARK 8 lIn those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, 2mI have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away. 4And his disciples answered him, How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place? 5And he asked them, How many loaves do you have? They said, nSeven. 6And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and ohaving given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7And they had a few small fish. And phaving blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8And qthey ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, nseven baskets full. 9And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away. 10And immediately he got into rthe boat with his disciples and went to the district of sDalmanutha.[1]

The Pharisees Demand a Sign

 11tThe Pharisees came and began to argue with him, useeking from him va sign from heaven wto test him. 12And xhe sighed deeply yin his spirit and said, Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation. 13And zhe left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side.

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Herod

 14Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15And he cautioned them, saying, Watch out; abeware of bthe leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of cHerod.[2] 16And they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. 17And dJesus, aware of this, said to them, Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? eDo you not yet perceive for understand? fAre your hearts hardened? 18gHaving eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 19When I broke hthe five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up? They said to him, Twelve. 20And ithe seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up? And they said to him, Seven. 21And he said to them, Do you not yet understand?

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida

 22And they came jto Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him to touch him. 23And khe took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when khe had lspit on his eyes and mlaid his hands on him, he asked him, Do you see anything? 24And he looked up and said, I see people, but they look like trees, walking. 25Then Jesus[3] laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26And he sent him to his home, saying, nDo not even enter the village.

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

 27oAnd Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, Who do people say that I am? 28And they told him, pJohn the Baptist; and others say, qElijah; and others, one of the prophets. 29And he asked them, But who do you say that I am? Peter answered him, rYou are sthe Christ. 30tAnd he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

 31uAnd he began to teach them that vthe Son of Man must wsuffer many things and xbe rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and yafter three days rise again. 32And he said this zplainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, aGet behind me, Satan! For you bare not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.

 34And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, If anyone would come after me, let him cdeny himself and dtake up his cross and follow me. 35For dwhoever would save his life[4] will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake eand the gospels will save it. 36fFor what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37For gwhat can a man give in return for his soul? 38For hwhoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this iadulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed jwhen he comes in the glory of his Father with kthe holy angels.

 MARK 9 And he said to them, Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not ltaste death muntil they see the kingdom of God after it has come nwith power.

The Transfiguration

 2oAnd after six days Jesus took with him pPeter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was qtransfigured before them, 3and rhis clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one[1] on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, sRabbi,[2] it is good that we are here. Let us make three ttents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah. 6For uhe did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7And va cloud overshadowed them, and va voice came out of the cloud, wThis is my beloved Son;[3] xlisten to him. 8And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.

 9yAnd as they were coming down the mountain, zhe charged them to tell no one what they had seen, auntil the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10bSo they kept the matter to themselves, cquestioning what this rising from the dead might mean. 11And they asked him, Why do the scribes say dthat first Elijah must come? 12And he said to them, Elijah does come first eto restore all things. And fhow is it written of the Son of Man that he should gsuffer many things and hbe treated with contempt? 13But I tell you that Elijah has come, and ithey did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit

 14jAnd when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, kwere greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 16And he asked them, What are you arguing about with them? 17And someone from the crowd answered him, Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has la spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and mthey were not able. 19And he answered them, O nfaithless generation, nhow long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me. 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it oconvulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, How long has this been happening to him? And he said, From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But pif you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us. 23And Jesus said to him, pIf you can! qAll things are possible for one who believes. 24Immediately the father of the child cried out[4] and said, I believe; rhelp my unbelief! 25And when Jesus saw that sa crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, tYou mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again. 26And after crying out and oconvulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, He is dead. 27But Jesus utook him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had ventered the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could we not cast it out? 29And he said to them, This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.[5]

Jesus Again Foretells Death, Resurrection

 30wThey went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, xafter three days he will rise. 32yBut they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.

Who Is the Greatest?

 33And zthey came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house ahe asked them, What were you discussing on the way? 34But they kept silent, for on the way bthey had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, cIf anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all. 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and dtaking him in his arms, he said to them, 37eWhoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and ewhoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.

Anyone Not Against Us Is for Us

 38fJohn said to him, Teacher, we saw someone gcasting out demons in your name,[6] and hwe tried to stop him, because he was not following us. 39But Jesus said, Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40iFor the one who is not against us is for us. 41For truly, I say to you, jwhoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.

Temptations to Sin

 42kWhoever causes one of lthese little ones who believe in me to sin,[7] mit would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43nAnd if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to ohell,[8] to pthe unquenchable fire.[9] 45qAnd if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into ohell. 47rAnd if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into shell, 48where ttheir worm does not die and the fire is not quenched. 49For everyone will be salted with fire.[10] 50vSalt is good, wbut if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? xHave salt in yourselves, and ybe at peace with one another.

Teaching About Divorce

 MARK 10 zAnd he left there and went ato the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them.

 2And Pharisees came up and in order bto test him asked, cIs it lawful for a man to divorce his wife? 3He answered them, What did Moses command you? 4They said, dMoses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away. 5And Jesus said to them, Because of your ehardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6But ffrom the beginning of creation, God made them gmale and female. 7hTherefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife,[1] 8and ithe two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9jWhat therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.

 10And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11And he said to them, kWhoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, 12and lif she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.

Let the Children Come to Me

 13mAnd they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples nrebuked them. 14But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, oLet the children come to me; pdo not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15qTruly, I say to you, whoever does not rreceive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it. 16And she took them in his arms and blessed them, tlaying his hands on them.

The Rich Young Man

 17uAnd as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and vknelt before him and asked him, Good Teacher, what must I do to winherit eternal life? 18And Jesus said to him, Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19You know the commandments: xDo not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother. 20And he said to him, Teacher, yall these I have kept from my youth. 21And Jesus, zlooking at him, aloved him, and said to him, You lack one thing: go, bsell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have ctreasure in heaven; and come, follow me. 22dDisheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

 23And Jesus elooked around and said to his disciples, fHow difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter gthe kingdom of God! 24And the disciples hwere amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, iChildren, jhow difficult it is[2] to enter gthe kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter gthe kingdom of God. 26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him,[3] Then who can be saved? 27Jesus klooked at them and said, lWith man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God. 28Peter began to say to him, See, mwe have left everything and followed you. 29Jesus said, Truly, I say to you, nthere is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and ofor the gospel, 30who will not receive a hundredfold pnow in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, qwith persecutions, and in rthe age to come eternal life. 31But smany who are first will be last, and the last first.

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

 32tAnd they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and uJesus was walking ahead of them. And vthey were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33saying, See, wwe are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will xcondemn him to death and ydeliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will zmock him and aspit on him, and flog him and kill him. And bafter three days he will rise.

The Request of James and John

 35cAnd James and John, dthe sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, Teacher, we want you to do for us ewhatever we ask of you. 36And he said to them, fWhat do you want me to do for you? 37And they said to him, Grant us gto sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, hin your glory. 38Jesus said to them, iYou do not know what you are asking. Are you able jto drink the cup that I drink, or kto be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized? 39And they said to him, We are able. And Jesus said to them, lThe cup that I drink myou will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, nyou will be baptized, 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, obut it is for those for whom it has been pprepared. 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42qAnd Jesus called them to him and said to them, You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles rlord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But sit shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,[4] 44and whoever would be first among you must be tslave[5] of all. 45For even the Son of Man came not to be served but uto serve, and vto give his life as a ransom for wmany.

Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus

 46xAnd they came to Jericho. And yas he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, za blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47And when he heard that it was aJesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! 48And many brebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, Son of David, have mercy on me! 49And Jesus stopped and said, Call him. And they called the blind man, saying to him, cTake heart. Get up; he is calling you. 50And throwing off his dcloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him, eWhat do you want me to do for you? And the blind man said to him, fRabbi, let me recover my sight. 52And Jesus said to him, Go your way; gyour faith has hmade you well. And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.

The Triumphal Entry

 MARK 11 iNow when they drew near to Jerusalem, to jBethphage and Bethany, at kthe Mount of Olives, Jesus[1] sent ltwo of his disciples 2and said to them, Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, mon which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, Why are you doing this? say, The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately. 4And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those standing there said to them, What are you doing, untying the colt? 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8And many nspread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, oHosanna! pBlessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is qthe coming rkingdom of sour father rDavid! oHosanna tin the highest!

 11uAnd he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, vhe went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

 12wOn the following day, when they came from Bethany, xhe was hungry. 13yAnd seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for zit was not the season for figs. 14And he said to it, May no one ever eat fruit from you again. And his disciples heard it.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

 15aAnd they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of bthe money-changers and the seats of those who sold cpigeons. 16And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17And he was teaching them and saying to them, Is it not written, dMy house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations? But eyou have made it a den of robbers. 18And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and fwere seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because gall the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19hAnd when evening came they[2] went out of the city.

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree

 20iAs they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21And Peter remembered and said to him, jRabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered. 22And Jesus answered them, Have kfaith in God. 23lTruly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, mBe taken up and thrown into the sea, and does not ndoubt in his heart, but obelieves that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 24Therefore I tell you, pwhatever you ask in prayer, obelieve that you qhave received[3] it, and it will be yours. 25And whenever ryou stand praying, sforgive, tif you have anything against anyone, so that uyour Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.[4]

The Authority of Jesus Challenged

 27vAnd they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, 28and they said to him, wBy what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them? 29Jesus said to them, I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30Was the baptism of John xfrom heaven or from man? Answer me. 31And they discussed it with one another, saying, If we say, From heaven, he will say, yWhy then did you not believe him? 32But shall we say, From man?zthey were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was aa prophet. 33So they answered Jesus, We do not know. And Jesus said to them, Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

The Parable of the Tenants

 MARK 12 bAnd he began to speak to them in parables. A man planted ca vineyard dand put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and eleased it to tenants and fwent into another country. 2When the season came, he sent a servant[1] to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3gAnd they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4gAgain hhe sent to them another servant, and ithey struck him on the head and jtreated him shamefully. 5gAnd he sent another, and him they killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. 6He had still one other, ka beloved son. lFinally he sent him to them, saying, They will respect my son. 7But those tenants said to one another, mThis is the heir. Come, nlet us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours. 8And they took him and killed him and othrew him out of the vineyard. 9What will the owner of the vineyard do? pHe will qcome and destroy the tenants and rgive the vineyard to others. 10sHave you not read tthis Scripture:

 uThe stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;[2]

11 this was the Lords doing,

and it is marvelous in our eyes?

 12And vthey were seeking to arrest him wbut feared the people, for they perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they xleft him and went away.

Paying Taxes to Caesar

 13yAnd they sent to him some of zthe Pharisees and some of zthe Herodians, to atrap him in his talk. 14And they came and said to him, Teacher, bwe know that you are true and do not care about anyones opinion. For cyou are not swayed by appearances,[3] but truly teach dthe way of God. Is it lawful to pay etaxes to fCaesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not? 15But, knowing gtheir hypocrisy, he said to them, Why hput me to the test? Bring me ia denarius[4] and let me look at it. 16And they brought one. And he said to them, Whose likeness and inscription is this? They said to him, Caesars. 17Jesus said to them, jRender to Caesar the things that are Caesars, and to God the things that are Gods. And they marveled at him.

The Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection

 18And kSadducees came to him, lwho say that there is no resurrection. And they asked him a question, saying, 19Teacher, Moses wrote for us that mif a mans brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man[5] must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20There were seven brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 21And the second took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died. 23In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as wife.

 24Jesus said to them, Is this not the reason you are wrong, because nyou know neither the Scriptures nor othe power of God? 25For when they rise from the dead, they neither pmarry nor pare given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26And as for the dead being raised, qhave you not read in rthe book of Moses, in sthe passage about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, tI am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.

The Great Commandment

 28uAnd one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, Which commandment is the most important of all? 29Jesus answered, The most important is, vHear, O Israel: The Lord our God, wthe Lord is one. 30And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 31xThe second is this: yYou shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment zgreater than these. 32And the scribe said to him, You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that whe is one, and athere is no other besides him. 33And to love him with all the heart and with all bthe understanding and with all the strength, and to love ones neighbor as oneself, cis much more than all dwhole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. eAnd after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.

Whose Son Is the Christ?

 35fAnd as gJesus taught in the temple, he said, How can the scribes say that hthe Christ is the son of David? 36David himself, iin the Holy Spirit, declared,

 jThe Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies kunder your feet.

 37David himself calls him Lord. So lhow is he his son? And the great throng mheard him gladly.

Beware of the Scribes

 38nAnd in his teaching he said, Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 39and have the best seats in the synagogues and othe places of honor at feasts, 40pwho devour widows houses and qfor a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.

The Widows Offering

 41rAnd he sat down opposite sthe treasury and watched the people tputting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42And a poor widow came and put in two usmall copper coins, which make a penny.[6] 43And he called his disciples to him and said to them, Truly, I say to you, vthis poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her wpoverty has put in everything she had, all xshe had to live on.

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple

 MARK 13 yAnd as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings! 2And Jesus said to him, Do you see these great buildings? zThere will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.

Signs of the Close of the Age

 3And as he sat on athe Mount of Olives opposite the temple, bPeter and James and John and cAndrew asked him dprivately, 4Tell us, ewhen will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished? 5And Jesus began to say to them, fSee that no one leads you astray. 6gMany will come in my name, saying, hI am he! and they will lead many astray. 7And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, ido not be alarmed. This jmust take place, but the end is not yet. 8For knation will rise against nation, and lkingdom against kingdom. There will be mearthquakes in various places; there will be nfamines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains.

 9oBut pbe on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten qin synagogues, and you will stand before rgovernors and skings for my sake, tto bear witness before them. 10And the gospel must first be proclaimed uto all nations. 11And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, vdo not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say wwhatever is given you in that hour, xfor it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12yAnd brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death. 13zAnd you will be hated by all for my names sake. aBut the one who endures to the end will be saved.

The Abomination of Desolation

 14But when you see bthe abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (clet the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15dLet the one who is on ethe housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, 16and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 17And falas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 18Pray that it may not happen in winter. 19For in those days there will be gsuch htribulation as has not been ifrom the beginning of the creation that jGod created until now, and never will be. 20And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for kthe sake of the elect, whom lhe chose, he shortened the days. 21And mthen if anyone says to you, Look, here is the Christ! or Look, there he is! do not believe it. 22nFor false christs and false prophets will arise and operform signs and wonders, pto lead astray, if possible, qthe elect. 23But rbe on guard; sI have told you all things beforehand.

The Coming of the Son of Man

 24But in those days, after tthat tribulation, uthe sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and vthe stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see wthe Son of Man coming in clouds xwith great power and glory. 27And then yhe will send out the angels and zgather ahis elect from bthe four winds, from cthe ends of the earth dto the ends of heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

 28From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, eat the very gates. 30fTruly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31gHeaven and earth will pass away, but hmy words will not pass away.

No One Knows That Day or Hour

 32But concerning that day or that hour, ino one knows, not even the angels in heaven, jnor the Son, kbut only the Father. 33lBe on guard, mkeep awake.[1] For you do not know when the time will come. 34nIt is like a man ogoing on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants[2] in charge, peach with his work, and commands qthe doorkeeper to stay awake. 35rTherefore stay awakefor you do not know when the master of the house will come, sin the evening, or sat midnight, or twhen the rooster crows,[3] or uin the morning 36lest vhe come suddenly and wfind you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: rStay awake.

The Plot to Kill Jesus

 MARK 14 xIt was now two days before ythe Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes zwere seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 2for they said, Not during the feast, alest there be an uproar from the people.

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

 3bAnd while he was at cBethany in the house of Simon the leper,[1] as he was reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. 4There were some who said to themselves indignantly, Why was the ointment wasted like that? 5For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii[2] and dgiven to the poor. And they escolded her. 6But Jesus said, Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7For fyou always have the poor with you, and whenever gyou want, you can do good for them. But hyou will not always have me. 8iShe has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand jfor burial. 9And truly, I say to you, wherever kthe gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told lin memory of her.

Judas to Betray Jesus

 10mThen nJudas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, nwent to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. 11And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an opportunity to obetray him.

The Passover with the Disciples

 12pAnd on qthe first day of Unleavened Bread, when they rsacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover? 13And he sent stwo of his disciples and said to them, Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, tThe Teacher says, Where is umy guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples? 15And he will show you va large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us. 16And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

 17wAnd when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18And as they were reclining at table and eating, xJesus said, Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, yone who is eating with me. 19They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, Is it I? 20He said to them, It is zone of the twelve, yone who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 21For the Son of Man goes aas it is written of him, but bwoe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! cIt would have been better for that man if he had not been born.

Institution of the Lords Supper

 22dAnd as they were eating, he took bread, and after eblessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, Take; fthis is my body. 23And he took a cup, and when he had ggiven thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24And he said to them, fThis is my hblood of the[3] covenant, which is poured out for imany. 25Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

Jesus Foretells Peters Denial

 26jAnd when they had sung a hymn, kthey went out to lthe Mount of Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, You will all fall away, for it is written, I will mstrike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered. 28But after I am raised up, nI will go before you to Galilee. 29oPeter said to him, Even though they all fall away, I will not. 30And pJesus said to him, Truly, I tell you, this very night, before qthe rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times. 31But rhe said emphatically, If I must die with you, I will not deny you. And they all said the same.

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane

 32sAnd they went kto a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, Sit here while I pray. 33And he took with him tPeter and James and John, and began uto be greatly distressed and troubled. 34And he said to them, vMy soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and wwatch.[4] 35And going a little farther, he fell on the ground xand prayed that, if it were possible, ythe hour might pass from him. 36And he said, zAbba, Father, aall things are possible for you. Remove bthis cup from me. cYet not what I will, but what you will. 37And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38wWatch and dpray that you may not eenter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 39And again he went away and prayed, fsaying the same words. 40And again he came and found them sleeping, for gtheir eyes were very heavy, and hthey did not know what to answer him. 41And he came the third time and said to them, Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? iIt is enough; jthe hour has come. kThe Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

 43lAnd immediately, while he was still speaking, mJudas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 44Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard. 45And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, nRabbi! And he okissed him. 46And they laid hands on him and seized him. 47But one of those who stood by drew his psword and struck the servant[5] of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48And Jesus said to them, Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49qDay after day I was with you in the temple rteaching, and you did not seize me. But slet the Scriptures be fulfilled. 50tAnd they all left him and fled.

A Young Man Flees

 51And a young man followed him, with nothing but ua linen cloth about his body. And they seized him, 52but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

Jesus Before the Council

 53vAnd wthey led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came together. 54wAnd xPeter had followed him at a distance, yright into zthe courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with athe guards and bwarming himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests and the whole council[6] were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 56cFor many bore false witness against him, but their testimony ddid not agree. 57And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, 58eWe heard him say, fI will destroy this temple gthat is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, hnot made with hands. 59Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?[7] 61But ihe remained silent and made no answer. jAgain the high priest asked him, Are you kthe Christ, the Son of lthe Blessed? 62And Jesus said, I am, and myou will see the Son of Man nseated at the right hand of Power, and mcoming with the clouds of heaven. 63And the high priest otore his garments and said, What further witnesses do we need? 64You have heard phis blasphemy. What is your decision? And they qall condemned him as rdeserving death. 65sAnd some began tto spit on him and uto cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, Prophesy! And the guards received him vwith blows.

Peter Denies Jesus

 66wAnd as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67and seeing Peter xwarming himself, she looked at him and said, You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus. 68But he denied it, saying, I neither know nor understand what you mean. And he went out into the gateway[8] and ythe rooster crowed.[9] 69And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, This man is one of them. 70But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean. 71But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, I do not know this man of whom you speak. 72And immediately the rooster crowed za second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, aBefore the rooster crows twice, you will bdeny me three times. And he broke down and wept.[10]

Jesus Delivered to Pilate

 MARK 15 cAnd as soon as it was morning, the chief priests dheld a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. And ethey bound Jesus and fled him away and gdelivered him over to hPilate. 2iAnd Pilate asked him, jAre you the King of the Jews? And he answered him, kYou have said so. 3And the chief priests accused him of many things. 4And Pilate again asked him, lHave you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you. 5But Jesus lmade no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified

 6mNow at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 7And among the rebels in prison, who had ncommitted murder oin the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. 8And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 9And he answered them, saying, Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews? 10For he perceived that pit was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead. 12And Pilate again said to them, Then what shall I do with qthe man you call the King of the Jews? 13And they cried out again, Crucify him. 14And Pilate said to them, Why, rwhat evil has he done? But they shouted all the more, Crucify him. 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having sscourged[1] Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.

Jesus Is Mocked

 16tAnd the soldiers led him away inside uthe palace (that is, vthe governors headquarters),[2] and they called together the whole wbattalion.[3] 17And they clothed him in xa purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18And they began to salute him, yHail, King of the Jews! 19And they were striking his head with a reed and zspitting on him and akneeling down in homage to him. 20And when they had bmocked him, they stripped him of xthe purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they cled him out to crucify him.

The Crucifixion

 21dAnd they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22eAnd they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with fmyrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him and gdivided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 25And hit was the third hour[4] when they crucified him. 26And the inscription of the charge against him read, iThe King of the Jews. 27And with him they crucified two jrobbers, kone on his right and one on his left.[5] 29And lthose who passed by derided him, mwagging their heads and saying, nAha! oYou who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross! 31So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, pHe saved others; qhe cannot save himself. 32Let rthe Christ, sthe King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may tsee and believe. uThose who were crucified with him also reviled him.

The Death of Jesus

 33And when the sixth hour[6] had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.[7] 34And at the ninth hour Jesus vcried with a loud voice, wEloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani? which means, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 35And some of the bystanders hearing it said, Behold, he is calling Elijah. 36And someone ran and filled a sponge with xsour wine, put it on a reed yand gave it to him to drink, saying, Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down. 37And Jesus zuttered a loud cry and abreathed his last. 38And bthe curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39cAnd when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he[8] breathed his last, he said, dTruly this man was the Son[9] of God!

 40There were also ewomen looking on ffrom a distance, among whom were gMary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and iSalome. 41When he was in Galilee, they followed him and gministered to him, and there were also many other women who jcame up with him to Jerusalem.

Jesus Is Buried

 42kAnd when evening had come, since it was lthe day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, ma respected member of the council, who nwas also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died.[10] And summoning othe centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45And when he learned from othe centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46And Joseph[11] bought pa linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and qlaid him in a tomb rthat had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled sa stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47tMary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.

The Resurrection

 MARK 16 uvWhen the Sabbath was past, wMary Magdalene, wMary the mother of James, and iSalome xbought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, Who will roll away ythe stone for us from the entrance of the tomb? 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled backzit was very large. 5And aentering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, bdressed in ca white robe, and dthey were alarmed. 6And he said to them, dDo not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that ehe is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, ejust as he told you. 8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

[Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:920.][1]

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

 9[[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, fhe appeared first to gMary Magdalene, gfrom whom he had cast out seven demons. 10hShe went and told those who had been with him, ias they jmourned and wept. 11But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they kwould not believe it.

Jesus Appears to Two Disciples

 12lAfter these things mhe appeared in nanother form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13oAnd they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.

The Great Commission

 14Afterward mhe appeared pto the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their qunbelief and rhardness of heart, because sthey had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15And he said to them, tGo into all the world and uproclaim the gospel to vthe whole creation. 16wWhoever believes and is xbaptized ywill be saved, but zwhoever wdoes not believe will be condemned. 17And athese signs will accompany those who believe: bin my name they will cast out demons; cthey will speak in new tongues; 18dthey will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; ethey will lay their hands fon the sick, and they will recover.

 19So then the Lord Jesus, gafter he had spoken to them, hwas taken up into heaven and isat down at the right hand of God. 20And they went out and preached everywhere, while jthe Lord worked with them and confirmed kthe message lby accompanying signs.]]

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Some manuscripts omit the Son of God

[2] 1:2 Some manuscripts in the prophets

[3] 1:3 Or crying: Prepare in the wilderness

[4] 1:11 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

[5] 1:17 The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both men and women

[6] 1:29 Some manuscripts they

[7] 1:40 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[8] 1:43 Greek he; also verse 45


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 2

[1] 2:16 Some manuscripts and

[2] 2:16 Some manuscripts add and drink

[3] 2:22 Some manuscripts omit But new wine is for fresh wineskins

[4] 2:26 Or in the passage about


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Greek him

[2] 3:18 Greek kananaios, meaning zealot

[3] 3:32 Other early manuscripts add and your sisters


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 4

[1] 4:17 Or stumble


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Some manuscripts Gergesenes; some Gadarenes

[2] 5:2 Greek he; also verse 9

[3] 5:15 Greek daimonizomai; also verses 16, 18; elsewhere rendered oppressed by demons

[4] 5:17 Greek him

[5] 5:36 Or ignoring; some manuscripts hearing

[6] 5:38 Greek he


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 6

[1] 6:9 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[2] 6:14 Greek his

[3] 6:14 Some manuscripts He

[4] 6:14 Greek baptizer; also verse 24

[5] 6:27 Greek his

[6] 6:37 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[7] 6:48 That is, between 3 A.M. and 6 A.M.


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 7

[1] 7:3 Greek unless they wash the hands with a fist, probably indicating a kind of ceremonial washing

[2] 7:4 Greek unless they baptize; some manuscripts unless they purify themselves

[3] 7:4 Some manuscripts omit and dining couches

[4] 7:11 Or an offering

[5] 7:15 Some manuscripts add verse 16: If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear

[6] 7:19 Greek goes out into the latrine

[7] 7:24 Some manuscripts omit and Sidon

[8] 7:36 Greek he


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 8

[1] 8:10 Some manuscripts Magadan, or Magdala

[2] 8:15 Some manuscripts the Herodians

[3] 8:25 Greek he

[4] 8:35 The same Greek word can mean either soul or life, depending on the context; twice in this verse and once in verse 36 and once in verse 37


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 9

[1] 9:3 Greek launderer (gnapheus)

[2] 9:5 Rabbi means my teacher, or my master

[3] 9:7 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

[4] 9:24 Some manuscripts add with tears

[5] 9:29 Some manuscripts add and fasting

[6] 9:38 Some manuscripts add who does not follow us

[7] 9:42 Greek to stumble; also verses 43, 45, 47

[8] 9:43 Greek Gehenna; also verse 47

[9] 9:43 Some manuscripts add verses 44 and 46 (which are identical with verse 48)

[10] 9:49 Some manuscripts add and every sacrifice will be salted with salt


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 10

[1] 10:7 Some manuscripts omit and hold fast to his wife

[2] 10:24 Some manuscripts add for those who trust in riches

[3] 10:26 Some manuscripts to one another

[4] 10:43 Greek diakonos

[5] 10:44 Greek bondservant (doulos)


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 11

[1] 11:1 Greek he

[2] 11:19 Some manuscripts he

[3] 11:24 Some manuscripts are receiving

[4] 11:25 Some manuscripts add verse 26: But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your trespasses


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 12

[1] 12:2 Greek bondservant; also verse 4

[2] 12:10 Greek the head of the corner

[3] 12:14 Greek you do not look at people's faces

[4] 12:15 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[5] 12:19 Greek his brother

[6] 12:42 Greek two lepta, which make a kodrantes; a kodrantes (Latin quadrans) was a Roman copper coin worth about 1/64 of a denarius (which was a day's wage for a laborer)


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 13

[1] 13:33 Some manuscripts add and pray

[2] 13:34 Greek bondservants

[3] 13:35 That is, the third watch of the night, between midnight and 3 A.M.


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 14

[1] 14:3 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 14:5 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[3] 14:24 Some manuscripts insert new

[4] 14:34 Or keep awake; also verses 37, 38

[5] 14:47 Greek bondservant

[6] 14:55 Greek Sanhedrin

[7] 14:60 Or Have you no answer to what these men testify against you?

[8] 14:68 Or forecourt

[9] 14:68 Some manuscripts omit and the rooster crowed

[10] 14:72 Or And when he had thought about it, he wept


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 15

[1] 15:15 A Roman judicial penalty, consisting of a severe beating with a multi-lashed whip containing imbedded pieces of bone and metal

[2] 15:16 Greek the praetorium

[3] 15:16 Greek cohort; a tenth of a Roman legion, usually about 600 men

[4] 15:25 That is, 9 A.M.

[5] 15:27 Some manuscripts insert verse 28: And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, He was numbered with the transgressors

[6] 15:33 That is, noon

[7] 15:33 That is, 3 P.M.

[8] 15:39 Some manuscripts insert cried out and

[9] 15:39 Or a son

[10] 15:44 Or Pilate wondered whether he had already died

[11] 15:46 Greek he


Footnotes for Mark, Chapter 16

[1] 16:9 Some manuscripts end the book with 16:8; others include verses 920 immediately after verse 8. At least one manuscript inserts additional material after verse 14; some manuscripts include after verse 8 the following: But they reported briefly to Peter and those with him all that they had been told. And after this, Jesus himself sent out by means of them, from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. These manuscripts then continue with verses 920
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Luke

Dedication to Theophilus

 LUKE 1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that ahave been accomplished among us, 2bjust as those who cfrom the beginning were deyewitnesses and eministers of fthe word ghave delivered them to us, 3it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write han orderly account for you, imost excellent jTheophilus, 4that you may have kcertainty concerning the things lyou have been taught.

Birth of John the Baptist Foretold

 5mIn the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,[1] nof othe division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both prighteous before God, walking qblamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no child, because rElizabeth was barren, and sboth were advanced in years.

 8Now twhile he was serving as priest before God when uhis division was on duty, 9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot vto enter wthe temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole multitude of the people xwere praying youtside at the hour of incense. 11And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of zthe altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and afear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for byour prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and cyou shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, and many will drejoice at his birth, 15for he will be egreat before the Lord. And fhe must not drink wine or strong gdrink, and ghe will be hfilled with the Holy Spirit, ieven from his mothers womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and jhe will go before him kin the spirit and power of Elijah, lto turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and mthe disobedient to the wisdom of the just, nto make ready for the Lord a people prepared.

 18And Zechariah said to the angel, oHow shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years. 19And the angel answered him, I am pGabriel. qI stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20And behold, ryou will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time. 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in sthe temple. 22And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in sthe temple. And the kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23And uwhen his time of vservice was ended, he went to his home.

 24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, wto take away my reproach among people.

Birth of Jesus Foretold

 26In the sixth month the angel xGabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named yNazareth, 27zto a virgin betrothed[2] to a man whose name was Joseph, aof the house of David. And the virgins name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, Greetings, bO favored one, cthe Lord is with you![3] 29But dshe was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, for eyou have found favor with God. 31And behold, fyou will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and gyou shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of hthe Most High. And the Lord God iwill give to him the throne of jhis father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob kforever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.

 34And Mary said to the angel, How will this be, since I am a virgin?[4]

 35And the angel answered her, lThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of hthe Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[5] will be called mholynthe Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her owho was called barren. 37For pnothing will be impossible with God. 38And Mary said, Behold, I am the servant[6] of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word. And qthe angel departed from her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into rthe hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth swas filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, tBlessed are you among women, and ublessed is vthe fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of wmy Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And xblessed is she who believed that there would be[7] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.

Marys Song of Praise: The Magnificat

 46And Mary said,

 yMy zsoul amagnifies the Lord,

47 band my zspirit rejoices in cGod my Savior,

48 for dhe has looked on the humble estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all generations ewill call me blessed;

49 for fhe who is mighty ghas done great things for me,

and hholy is his name.

50 And ihis mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

51 jHe has shown strength with his arm;

khe has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

52 jhe has brought down the mighty from their thrones

land exalted those of humble estate;

53 he has filled mthe hungry with good things,

and the rich nhe has sent away empty.

54 He has ohelped phis servant Israel,

qin remembrance of his mercy,

55 ras he spoke to our fathers,

qto Abraham and to his offspring forever.

 56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

The Birth of John the Baptist

 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord shad shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59And ton the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother answered, No; uhe shall be called John. 61And they said to her, None of your relatives is called by this name. 62And vthey made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for wa writing tablet and wrote, uHis name is John. And they all wondered. 64xAnd immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue yloosed, and he spoke, zblessing God. 65And afear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all bthe hill country of Judea, 66and all who heard them claid them up in their hearts, saying, What then will this child be? For dthe hand of the Lord was with him.

Zechariahs Prophecy

 67And his father Zechariah ewas filled with the Holy Spirit and fprophesied, saying,

 68 gBlessed be the Lord hGod of Israel,

for he has ivisited and jredeemed his people

69 and khas raised up la horn of salvation for us

min the house of his servant David,

70 nas ohe spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71 pthat we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;

72 qto show the mercy promised to our fathers

and rto remember his holy scovenant,

73 tthe oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him uwithout fear,

75 vin holiness and righteousness before him wall our days.

76 And you, child, will be called xthe prophet of ythe Most High;

for zyou will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people

ain the forgiveness of their sins,

78 because of the btender mercy of our God,

whereby cthe sunrise shall dvisit us[8] efrom on high

79 to fgive light to gthose who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into hthe way of ipeace.

 80jAnd the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was kin the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

The Birth of Jesus Christ

 LUKE 2 In those days la decree went out from mCaesar Augustus that all the world should be nregistered. 2This was the first nregistration when[1] Quirinius owas governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up pfrom Galilee, from the town of qNazareth, to Judea, to rthe city of David, which is called sBethlehem, tbecause he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,[2] who was with child. 6And twhile they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and uwrapped him in swaddling cloths and vlaid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in wthe inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord xappeared to them, and ythe glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all zthe people. 11For aunto you is born this day in bthe city of David ca Savior, who is dChrist ethe Lord. 12And fthis will be a sign for you: you will find a baby gwrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger. 13And suddenly there was with the angel ha multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

 14 iGlory to God jin the highest,

jand on earth kpeace lamong those with whom he is pleased![3]

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us. 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby mlying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But nMary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, oglorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

 21And pat the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, qhe was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Jesus Presented at the Temple

 22And rwhen the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem sto present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in tthe Law of the Lord, uEvery male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in tthe Law of the Lord, va pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was wrighteous and xdevout, ywaiting for zthe consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not asee death before he had seen bthe Lords Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when cthe parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and dblessed God and said,

 29 Lord, now you are letting your servant[4] depart ein peace,

faccording to your word;

30 for gmy eyes have seen your hsalvation

31 ithat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

32 ja light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and kfor glory to lyour people Israel.

 33And mhis father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, Behold, this child is appointed nfor the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign othat is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.

 36And there was pa prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.[5] She did not depart from the temple, qworshiping with rfasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were swaiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

The Return to Nazareth

 39And when they had performed everything according to tthe Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of uNazareth. 40vAnd the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

The Boy Jesus in the Temple

 41Now whis parents went xto Jerusalem every year at ythe Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, zthey went up according to custom. 43And when the feast awas ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. wHis parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a days journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, bsitting among cthe teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents[6] saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, dyour father and I have been searching for you in great distress. 49And he said to them, Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that eI must be in fmy Fathers house?[7] 50And gthey did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And hhis mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

 52And Jesus iincreased in wisdom and in stature[8] and in ifavor with God and man.

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

 LUKE 3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of jTiberius Caesar, kPontius Pilate lbeing governor of Judea, and mHerod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during nthe high priesthood of Annas and oCaiaphas, pthe word of God came to qJohn the son of Zechariah in rthe wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming sa baptism of repentance tfor the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in uthe book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

 vThe voice of one crying in the wilderness:

wPrepare the way of the Lord,[1]

make his paths straight.

5 xEvery valley shall be filled,

yand every mountain and hill shall be made low,

zand the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,

6 aand all flesh shall see bthe salvation of God.

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, cYou brood of dvipers! Who warned you to flee from ethe wrath to come? 8Bear fruits fin keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, gWe have Abraham as our father. For I tell you, God is able from hthese stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. iEvery tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

 10And the crowds asked him, jWhat then shall we do? 11And he answered them, kWhoever has two tunics[2] is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise. 12lTax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, Teacher, jwhat shall we do? 13And he said to them, mCollect no more than you are authorized to do. 14Soldiers also asked him, And we, jwhat shall we do? And he said to them, mDo not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your nwages.

 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, owhether he might be pthe Christ, 16qJohn answered them all, saying, I baptize you with water, but rhe who is mightier than I is coming, sthe strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you twith the Holy Spirit and ufire. 17His vwinnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to wgather the wheat into his barn, xbut the chaff he will burn with yunquenchable fire.

 18So zwith many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But aHerod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brothers wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that bhe locked up John in prison.

 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when cJesus also had been baptized and was praying, dthe heavens were opened, 22and ethe Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and fa voice came from heaven, gYou are my beloved Son;[3] with you I am well pleased.[4]

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

 23Jesus, hwhen he began his ministry, was about ithirty years of age, being jthe son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, kthe son of Zerubbabel, the son lof Shealtiel,[5] the son of Neri, 28the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of mNathan, the son of David, 32nthe son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Sala, the son of Nahshon, 33the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34othe son of Jacob, pthe son of Isaac, qthe son of Abraham, rthe son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

The Temptation of Jesus

 LUKE 4 sAnd Jesus, tfull of the Holy Spirit, ureturned from the Jordan and was led vby the Spirit in the wilderness 2for wforty days, xbeing tempted by the devil. wAnd he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, yhe was hungry. 3The devil said to him, If you are zthe Son of God, command athis stone to become bread. 4And Jesus answered him, bIt is written, cMan shall not live by bread alone. 5dAnd the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, To you eI will give all this authority and their glory, efor it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours. 8And Jesus answered him, fIt is written,

 gYou shall worship the Lord your God,

and hhim only shall you serve.

 9iAnd he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, If you are jthe Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written,

 kHe will command his angels concerning you,

to guard you,

 11and

 kOn their hands they will bear you up,

lest you strike your foot against a stone.

 12And Jesus answered him, It is said, lYou shall not mput the Lord your God to the test. 13And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him nuntil an opportune time.

Jesus Begins His Ministry

 14oAnd Jesus returned pin the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and qa report about him went out through all the surrounding country. 15And rhe taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

 16sAnd he came to tNazareth, where he had been brought up. And uas was his custom, vhe went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up wto read. 17And xthe scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,

 18 yThe Spirit of the Lord zis upon me,

because he has anointed me

to aproclaim good news to the poor.

bHe has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

and crecovering of sight to the blind,

dto set at liberty those who are oppressed,

19 eto proclaim the year of the Lords favor.

 20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and fsat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were gfixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, Today hthis Scripture ihas been fulfilled in your hearing. 22And all spoke well of him and marveled at jthe gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, kIs not this lJosephs son? 23And he said to them, Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, mPhysician, heal yourself. What we have heard you did nat Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well. 24And he said, Truly, I say to you, ono prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when pthe heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them qbut only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And rthere were many lepers[1] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, sbut only Naaman the Syrian. 28When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up and tdrove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30But upassing through their midst, he went away.

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Demon

 31vAnd he wwent down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And xhe was teaching them yon the Sabbath, 32and zthey were astonished at his teaching, zfor his word possessed authority. 33And xin the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34Ha![2] aWhat have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? bI know who you arecthe Holy One of God. 35But Jesus drebuked him, saying, Be silent and come out of him! And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36And ethey were all amazed and said to one another, What is this word? eFor with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out! 37And freports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region.

Jesus Heals Many

 38gAnd he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simons house. Now hSimons mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and irebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.

 40Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and jhe laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41kAnd demons also came out of many, lcrying, You are mthe Son of God! But he rebuked them and kwould not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was nthe Christ.

Jesus Preaches in Synagogues

 42oAnd when it was day, he departed and went pinto a desolate place. And qthe people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43but he said to them, rI must spreach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose. 44And he was preaching tin the synagogues of Judea.[3]

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

 LUKE 5 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing by uthe lake of Gennesaret, 2vand he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were wwashing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which was Simons, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And xhe sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, yPut out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch. 5And Simon answered, Master, zwe toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets. 6And when they had done this, athey enclosed a large number of fish, and atheir nets were breaking. 7They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. bAnd they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus knees, saying, cDepart from me, for dI am a sinful man, O Lord. 9For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.[1] 11And when they had brought their boats to land, ethey left everything and followed him.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

 12While he was in one of the cities, fthere came a man full of leprosy.[2] And when he saw Jesus, he gfell on his face and begged him, Lord, hif you will, you can make me clean. 13And Jesus[3] stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, I will; be clean. And immediately the leprosy left him. 14And he charged him ito tell no one, but go and show jyourself to the priest, and kmake an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, lfor a proof to them. 15mBut now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16But nhe would withdraw to desolate places and npray.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

 17On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and oteachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And pthe power of the Lord was with him to heal.[4] 18qAnd behold, some men were bringing ron a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on sthe roof and let him down with his bed tthrough the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20And uwhen he saw their faith, he said, Man, vyour sins are forgiven you. 21And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, Who is this who speaks wblasphemies? xWho can forgive sins but God alone? 22When Jesus yperceived their thoughts, he answered them, Why do you question in your hearts? 23Which is easier, to say, Your sins are forgiven you, or to say, Rise and walk? 24But that you may know that zthe Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sinshe said to the man who was paralyzedI say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home. 25And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, aglorifying God. 26And amazement seized them all, and they aglorified God and were filled awith awe, saying, We have seen extraordinary things today.

Jesus Calls Levi

 27bAfter this he went out and saw ca tax collector named dLevi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, Follow me. 28And eleaving everything, he rose and followed him.

 29And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company fof tax collectors and others reclining at table with them. 30And the Pharisees and gtheir scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, hWhy do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners? 31And Jesus answered them, Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32iI have not come to call the righteous jbut sinners kto repentance.

A Question About Fasting

 33And they said to him, lThe disciples of John mfast often and moffer prayers, nand so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink. 34And Jesus said to them, oCan you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 35pThe days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and qthen they will fast in those days. 36He also told them a parable: No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old. 37And no one puts new wine into old rwineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, The old is good.[5]

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

 LUKE 6 sOn a Sabbath,[1] while he was going through the grainfields, his disciples tplucked and ate some heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands. 2But some of the Pharisees said, uWhy are you doing vwhat is not lawful to do on the Sabbath? 3And Jesus answered them, wHave you not read xwhat David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4how he entered the house of God and took and ate ythe bread of the Presence, ywhich is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those with him? 5And he said to them, zThe Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.

A Man with a Withered Hand

 6On another Sabbath, ahe entered the synagogue band was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was withered. 7And the scribes and the Pharisees cwatched him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, dso that they might find a reason to accuse him. 8But ehe knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered hand, Come and stand here. And he rose and stood there. 9And Jesus said to them, I ask you, fis it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it? 10And gafter looking around at them all he said to him, Stretch out your hand. And hhe did so, and his hand was restored. 11But they were filled with ifury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

The Twelve Apostles

 12In these days jhe went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. 13And when day came, khe called his disciples land mchose from them twelve, whom he named napostles: 14Simon, owhom he named Peter, and pAndrew his brother, and pJames and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and qMatthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called rthe Zealot, 16and sJudas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Jesus Ministers to a Great Multitude

 17And the came down with them and stood on a level place, with ua great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of vTyre and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. wAnd those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all the crowd xsought to touch him, for ypower came out from him and healed them all.

The Beatitudes

 20And zhe lifted up his eyes on his disciples, aand said:

Blessed are you who are poor, for byours is the kingdom of God.

 21cBlessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

dBlessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

 22Blessed are you when epeople hate you and when they fexclude you and revile you and gspurn your name as evil, hon account of the Son of Man! 23iRejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for jso their fathers did to the prophets.

Jesus Pronounces Woes

 24kBut woe to you who are rich, lfor you mhave received your consolation.

 25Woe to you who are full now, for nyou shall be hungry.

Woe to oyou who laugh now, ofor you shall mourn and weep.

 26Woe to you, pwhen all people speak well of you, for qso their fathers did to rthe false prophets.

Love Your Enemies

 27But I say to you who hear, sLove your enemies, tdo good to those who hate you, 28ubless those who curse you, spray for those who abuse you. 29vTo one who wstrikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic[2] either. 30xGive to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31And yas you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

 32zIf you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And aif you blend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But clove your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and dyou will be sons of ethe Most High, for fhe is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36gBe merciful, even as hyour Father is merciful.

Judging Others

 37ijJudge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; jforgive, and you will be forgiven; 38kgive, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put linto your lap. For mwith the measure you use it will be measured back to you.

 39He also told them a parable: nCan a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40oA disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is pfully trained will be like his teacher. 41iWhy do you see the speck that is in your brothers eye, but qdo not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye, when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brothers eye.

A Tree and Its Fruit

 43For rno good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44for seach tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45tThe good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces uevil, vfor out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

Build Your House on the Rock

 46wWhy xdo you call me Lord, Lord, and not do what I tell you? 47yEveryone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.[3] 49zBut the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and athe ruin of that house was great.

Jesus Heals a Centurions Servant

 LUKE 7 After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, bhe entered Capernaum. 2Now a centurion had a servant[1] who was sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him. 3When the centurion[2] heard about Jesus, che sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, dHe is worthy to have you do this for him, 5for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us eour synagogue. 6And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, Lord, fdo not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. 7Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But gsay the word, and let my servant be healed. 8For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it. 9When Jesus heard these things, hhe marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such ifaith. 10And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the servant well.

Jesus Raises a Widows Son

 11Soon afterward[3] he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, jthe only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13And when the Lord saw her, khe had compassion on her and lsaid to her, Do not weep. 14Then he came up and touched mthe bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, Young man, I say to you, narise. 15And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus[4] ogave him to his mother. 16Fear seized them all, and pthey glorified God, saying, qA great prophet has arisen among us! and rGod has visited his people! 17And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.

Messengers from John the Baptist

 18stThe disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, Are you the one uwho is to come, or vshall we look for another? 20And when the men had come to him, they said, John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, Are you the one uwho is to come, or vshall we look for another? 21In that hour whe healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and xon many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: ythe blind receive their sight, the lame walk, zlepers[5] are cleansed, and athe deaf hear, bthe dead are raised up, cthe poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is dnot offended by me.

 24When Johns messengers had gone, Jesus[6] began to speak to the crowds concerning John: What did you go out einto the wilderness to see? fA reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings courts. 26What then did you go out to see? gA prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written,

 hBehold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.

 28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 29(iWhen all the people heard this, and jthe tax collectors too, they declared God just,[7] jhaving been baptized with kthe baptism of John, 30lbut the Pharisees and mthe lawyers nrejected othe purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)

 31To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,

 We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.

 33For John the Baptist has come peating no bread and qdrinking no wine, and you say, He has a demon. 34The Son of Man has come reating and drinking, and you say, Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, sa friend of tax collectors and sinners! 35Yet twisdom is justified by all her children.

A Sinful Woman Forgiven

 36uOne of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisees house and reclined at the table. 37vAnd behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisees house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wwiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, If xthis man were ya prophet, he zwould have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner. 40And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have something to say to you. And he answered, Say it, Teacher.

 41A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred adenarii, and the other fifty. 42bWhen they could not pay, he ccancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more? 43Simon answered, The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt. And he said to him, You have judged rightly. 44Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, Do you see this woman? I entered your house; dyou gave me no water for my feet, but eshe has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45fYou gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to gkiss my feet. 46hYou did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her sins, iwhich are many, are forgivenfor she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little. 48And he said to her, jYour sins are forgiven. 49Then those who were at table with him began to say among[8] themselves, kWho is this, who even forgives sins? 50And he said to the woman, lYour faith has saved you; mgo in peace.

Women Accompanying Jesus

 LUKE 8 Soon afterward he went on nthrough cities and villages, proclaiming and obringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2and also psome women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: qMary, called Magdalene, rfrom whom seven demons had gone out, 3and sJoanna, the wife of Chuza, Herods household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them[1] out of their means.

The Parable of the Sower

 4tAnd when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5uA sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, vit withered away, because it had no moisture. 7And some fell among wthorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded xa hundredfold. As he said these things, he called out, yHe who has ears to hear, let him hear.

The Purpose of the Parables

 9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, zTo you it has been given to know athe secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so bthat seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. 11cNow the parable is this: The seed is dthe word of God. 12The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not ebelieve and be saved. 13And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it fwith joy. But these have no root; they gbelieve for a while, and in time of testing hfall away. 14And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but ias they go on their way they are choked by the jcares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and kbear fruit lwith patience.

A Lamp Under a Jar

 16mnNo one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 17oFor nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18pTake care then how you hear, qfor to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.

Jesus Mother and Brothers

 19rThen his mother and shis brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20And he was told, Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you. 21But he answered them, My mother and my brothers are those twho hear the word of God and do it.

Jesus Calms a Storm

 22uOne day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, Let us go across to the other side of vthe lake. So they set out, 23and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on vthe lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger. 24And they went and woke him, saying, Master, Master, we are perishing! And he awoke and wrebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, xand there was a calm. 25He said to them, Where is your faith? And they ywere afraid, and they zmarveled, saying to one another, Who then is this, that ahe commands even winds and water, and they obey him?

Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon

 26bThen they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes,[2] which is opposite Galilee. 27When Jesus[3] had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house cbut among the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he dcried out and fell down before him and said dwith a loud voice, What have you to do with me, Jesus, eSon of fthe Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me. 29For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon ginto the desert.) 30Jesus then asked him, What is your name? And he said, hLegion, for many demons had entered him. 31And they begged him not to command them to depart into ithe abyss. 32Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into jthe lake and drowned.

 34When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 35Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting kat the feet of Jesus, lclothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed[4] man had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes masked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39Return to your home, and ndeclare how much God has done for you. And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.

Jesus Heals a Woman and Jairuss Daughter

 40Now when Jesus returned, the crowd owelcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. 41pAnd there came a man named Jairus, who was qa ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus feet, he implored him to come to his house, 42for he had ran only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying.

As Jesus went, the people spressed around him. 43And there was a woman twho had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though she had spent all her uliving on physicians,[5] she could not be healed by anyone. 44She came up behind him and touched vthe fringe of his garment, and wimmediately her discharge of blood ceased. 45And Jesus said, Who was it that touched me? When all denied it, Peter[6] said, Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you! 46But Jesus said, Someone touched me, for I perceive that xpower has gone out from me. 47And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48And he said to her, Daughter, yyour faith has made you well; ygo in peace.

 49While he was still speaking, someone from zthe rulers house came and said, Your daughter is dead; ado not trouble bthe Teacher any more. 50But Jesus on hearing this answered him, Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well. 51And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except cPeter and dJohn and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52And all were weeping and emourning for her, but he fsaid, Do not weep, for gshe is not dead but hsleeping. 53And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54But itaking her by the hand he called, saying, Child, jarise. 55And kher spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something should be given her to eat. 56And her parents were amazed, but lhe charged them to tell no one what had happened.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles

 LUKE 9 mAnd he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2nand he sent them out to oproclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3pAnd he said to them, Take nothing for your journey, qno staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics.[1] 4And whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. 5And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town rshake off the dust from your feet sas a testimony tagainst them. 6uAnd they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.

Herod Is Perplexed by Jesus

 7vNow wHerod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that xJohn had been raised from the dead, 8xby some that Elijah had appeared, and xby others that one of the prophets of old had risen. 9Herod said, John I beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things? And yhe sought to see him.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

 10On their return zthe apostles told him all that they had done. aAnd he took them and withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. 11When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he bwelcomed them and cspoke to them of the kingdom of God and ccured those who had need of healing. 12Now dthe day began to wear away, and the twelve came and said to him, eSend the crowd away to go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and get provisions, for we are here in a desolate place. 13But he said to them, fYou give them something to eat. They said, We have no more than gfive loaves and two fishunless we are to go and buy food for all these people. 14For there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each. 15And they did so, and had them all sit down. 16And taking the five loaves and the two fish, hhe looked up to heaven and isaid a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

 18jNow it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, Who do the crowds say that I am? 19And they answered, kJohn the Baptist. But others say, lElijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen. 20Then he said to them, But who do you say that I am? And Peter answered, mThe Christ of God.

Jesus Foretells His Death

 21nAnd he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22osaying, pThe Son of Man must qsuffer many things and rbe rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on sthe third day be raised.

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus

 23And he said to all, If anyone would come after me, let him tdeny himself and utake up his cross vdaily and follow me. 24For uwhoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25wFor what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 26For xwhoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed ywhen he comes in zhis glory and the glory of the Father and of athe holy angels. 27But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will not btaste death cuntil they see the kingdom of God.

The Transfiguration

 28dNow about eight days after these sayings he took with him ePeter and John and James and fwent up on the mountain to pray. 29And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was galtered, and hhis clothing became dazzling white. 30And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure,[2] which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those who were with him iwere heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake jthey saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three ktents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijahlnot knowing what he said. 34As he was saying these things, ma cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35And ma voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my Son, nmy Chosen One;[3] olisten to him! 36And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. pAnd they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit

 37qOn the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for rhe is my only child. 39And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly leave him. 40And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but sthey could not. 41Jesus answered, O tfaithless and twisted generation, uhow long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here. 42While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus vrebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and wgave him back to his father. 43And all were astonished at xthe majesty of God.

Jesus Again Foretells His Death

 yBut while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus[4] said zto his disciples, 44Let these words sink into your ears: zThe Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men. 45aBut they did not understand this saying, and bit was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.

Who Is the Greatest?

 46cAn argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. 47But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side 48and said to them, dWhoever receives this child in my name receives me, and dwhoever receives me receives him who sent me. For ehe who is least among you all is the one who is great.

Anyone Not Against Us Is For Us

 49fJohn answered, Master, we saw someone gcasting out demons in your name, and hwe tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us. 50But Jesus said to him, Do not stop him, ifor the one who is not against you is for you.

A Samaritan Village Rejects Jesus

 51When the days drew near for jhim to be taken up, khe set his face lto go to Jerusalem. 52And mhe sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of nthe Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53But othe people did not receive him, because phis face was set toward Jerusalem. 54And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, Lord, do you want us to tell qfire to come down from heaven and consume them?[5] 55But he turned and rebuked them.[6] 56And they went on to another village.

The Cost of Following Jesus

 57As they were going ralong the road, ssomeone said to him, I will follow you wherever you go. 58And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head. 59To another he said, Follow me. But he said, Lord, let me first go and bury my father. 60And Jesus[7] said to him, Leave tthe dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and uproclaim the kingdom of God. 61Yet another said, I will follow you, Lord, vbut let me first say farewell to those at my home. 62Jesus said to him, wNo one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two

 LUKE 10 After this the Lord appointed xseventy-two[1] others and ysent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2zAnd he said to them, The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. aTherefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go your way; bbehold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4cCarry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and dgreet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ePeace be to this house! 6And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, fit will return to you. 7And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for gthe laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9Heal the sick in it and say to them, hThe kingdom of God has come near to you. 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11iEven the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that jthe kingdom of God has come near. 12I tell you, kit will be more bearable on lthat day for Sodom than for that town.

Woe to Unrepentant Cities

 13mWoe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in nTyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14oBut it will be more bearable in the judgment for nTyre and Sidon than for you. 15And you, Capernaum, pwill you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to qHades.

 16rThe one who hears you hears me, and sthe one who rejects you rejects me, and tthe one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.

The Return of the Seventy-Two

 17uThe seventy-two returned with joy, saying, Lord, veven the demons are subject to us in your name! 18And he said to them, wI saw Satan xfall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you authority yto tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of zthe enemy, and anothing shall hurt you. 20bNevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that cyour names are written in heaven.

Jesus Rejoices in the Fathers Will

 21dIn that same hour ehe rejoiced fin the Holy Spirit and said, I thank you, Father, gLord of heaven and earth, that hyou have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and irevealed them to little children; yes, Father, for jsuch was your gracious will.[2] 22kAll things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is kexcept the Father, or who the Father is kexcept the Son and anyone lto whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

 23Then turning to the disciples he said privately, mBlessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24For I tell you nthat many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

 25oAnd behold, a plawyer stood up to qput him to the test, saying, Teacher, what shall I do to rinherit eternal life? 26He said to him, What is written in the Law? How do you read it? 27And he answered, sYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and tyour neighbor as yourself. 28And he said to him, You have answered correctly; udo this, and you will live.

 29But he, vdesiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbor? 30Jesus replied, A man wwas going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a xpriest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise xa Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a ySamaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34He went to him and zbound up his wounds, pouring on zoil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35And the next day he took out two adenarii[3] and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back. 36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers? 37He said, The one who showed him mercy. And Jesus said to him, You go, and do likewise.

Martha and Mary

 38Now as they went on their way, Jesus[4] entered a village. And a woman named bMartha cwelcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called bMary, who dsat at the Lords feet and listened to his teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me. 41But the Lord answered her, Martha, Martha, you are eanxious and troubled about many things, 42but one thing is necessary.[5] Mary has chosen fthe good portion, which will not be taken away from her.

The Lords Prayer

 LUKE 11 Now Jesus[1] was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, gas John taught his disciples. 2And he said to them, hWhen you pray, say:

 iFather, jhallowed be kyour name.

lYour kingdom come.

3 mGive us neach day our daily bread,[2]

4 and oforgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.

And plead us not into temptation.

 5And he said to them, Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, Friend, lend me three loaves, 6for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him; 7and he will answer from within, Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything? 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything qbecause he is his friend, yet because of his impudence[3] he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9And I tell you, rask, and sit will be given to you; tseek, and you will find; uknock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11What father among you, if his son asks for[4] a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, wwho are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father xgive the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!

Jesus and Beelzebul

 14yNow he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, He casts out demons zby Beelzebul, the prince of demons, 16while others, ato test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17bBut he, cknowing their thoughts, said to them, Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, dby whom do eyour sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by fthe finger of God that I cast out demons, then gthe kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22hbut when one stronger than he attacks him and iovercomes him, he takes away his jarmor in which he trusted and kdivides his spoil. 23lWhoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

Return of an Unclean Spirit

 24mWhen the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through nwaterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, I will return to my house from which I came. 25And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And othe last state of that person is worse than the first.

True Blessedness

 27As he said these things, pa woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, qBlessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed! 28But he said, rBlessed rather are those swho hear the word of God and tkeep it!

The Sign of Jonah

 29uWhen the crowds were increasing, he began to say, vThis generation is an evil generation. wIt seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30For as xJonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31yThe queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and zcondemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, asomething greater than Solomon is here. 32bThe men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and zcondemn it, for cthey repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, asomething greater than Jonah is here.

The Light in You

 33dNo one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 34Your eye is ethe lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is fbad, your body is full of darkness. 35eTherefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. 36If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, gas when a lamp with its rays gives you light.

Woes to the Pharisees and Lawyers

 37While Jesus[5] was speaking, ha Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in and reclined at table. 38The Pharisee was astonished to see ithat he did not first wash before dinner. 39And the Lord said to him, jNow you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of kgreed and wickedness. 40lYou fools! jDid not he who made the outside make the inside also? 41But mgive as alms those things that are within, and behold, neverything is clean for you.

 42oBut woe to you Pharisees! For pyou tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect qjustice and rthe love of God. sThese you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 43Woe to you Pharisees! For tyou love the best seat in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44Woe to you! uFor you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without knowing it.

 45One of vthe lawyers answered him, Teacher, in saying these things you insult us also. 46And he said, Woe to you wlawyers also! For xyou load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47yWoe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 48zSo you are witnesses and you aconsent to the deeds of byour fathers, for they killed them, and you build their tombs. 49Therefore also cthe Wisdom of God said, dI will send them eprophets and apostles, fsome of whom they will gkill and persecute, 50so that hthe blood of all the prophets, shed ifrom the foundation of the world, may be jcharged against this generation, 51from the blood of kAbel to the blood of lZechariah, who perished between mthe altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be jrequired of this generation. 52Woe to you nlawyers! oFor you have taken away the key of pknowledge. You qdid not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.

 53As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him hard and to provoke him to speak about many things, 54rlying in wait for him, sto catch him in something he might say.

	

Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees

 LUKE 12 In the meantime, twhen so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, uBeware of vthe leaven of the Pharisees, wwhich is hypocrisy. 2xNothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 3Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in yprivate rooms shall be proclaimed on zthe housetops.

Have No Fear

 4I tell you, my friends, ado not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do. 5But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him bwho, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell.[1] Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?[2] And cnot one of them is forgotten before God. 7Why, deven the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; eyou are of more value than many sparrows.

Acknowledge Christ Before Men

 8And I tell you, feveryone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge gbefore the angels of God, 9but hthe one who denies me before men iwill be denied gbefore the angels of God. 10And jeveryone who speaks a word kagainst the Son of Man lwill be forgiven, but the one who mblasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11nAnd when they obring you before the synagogues and pthe rulers and pthe authorities, qdo not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12rfor the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.

The Parable of the Rich Fool

 13sSomeone in the crowd said to him, Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me. 14But he said to him, tMan, uwho made me a judge or arbitrator over you? 15And he said to them, vTake care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for ones life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. 16And he told them a parable, saying, wThe land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, xWhat shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops? 18And he said, I will do this: I will tear down my ybarns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up zfor many years; relax, aeat, drink, be merry. 20But God said to him, bFool! zThis night cyour soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, dwhose will they be? 21So is the one ewho lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.

Do Not Be Anxious

 22And he said to his disciples, fTherefore I tell you, gdo not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24hConsider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. iOf how much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his jspan of life?[3] 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,[4] yet I tell you, keven Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, lO you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor mbe worried. 30For nall the nations of the world seek after these things, and nyour Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, oseek phis[5] kingdom, qand these things will be added to you.

 32rFear not, little sflock, for tit is your Fathers good pleasure to give you uthe kingdom. 33vSell your possessions, and wgive to the needy. xProvide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with ya treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34zFor where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

You Must Be Ready

 35aStay dressed for action[6] and bkeep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are cwaiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and dknocks. 37eBlessed are those servants[7] whom the master finds eawake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, fhe will dress himself for service and ghave them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39hBut know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour ithe thief was coming, he[8] would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be jready, for kthe Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

 41Peter said, Lord, lare you telling this parable for us or for all? 42And the Lord said, Who then is mthe faithful and mwise nmanager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? 43oBlessed is that servant[9] whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44Truly, I say to you, phe will set him over all his possessions. 45But if that servant says to himself, My master qis delayed in coming, and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and rget drunk, 46the master of that servant will come son a day when he does not expect him and sat an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful. 47tAnd that servant who uknew his masters will but vdid not get ready uor act according to his will, will receive a wsevere beating. 48xBut the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, ywill receive a light beating. zEveryone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.

Not Peace, but Division

 49aI came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50bI have a baptism to be baptized with, and how cgreat is my distress until it is accomplished! 51dDo you think that I have come to give peace on earth? eNo, I tell you, but rather division. 52For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, ffather against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.

Interpreting the Time

 54He also said to the crowds, gWhen you see ha cloud rising in the west, you say at once, A shower is coming. And so it happens. 55And gwhen you see the south wind blowing, you say, There will be iscorching heat, and it happens. 56You hypocrites! jYou know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?

Settle with Your Accuser

 57And why kdo you not judge lfor yourselves what is right? 58mAs you go with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest he drag you to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 59I tell you, nyou will never get out until you have paid the very last openny.[10]

Repent or Perish

 LUKE 13 There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood pPilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, qDo you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you rrepent, you will all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in sSiloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you rrepent, you will all likewise perish.

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

 6And he told this parable: A man had ta fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. uCut it down. Why should it use up the ground? 8And he answered him, Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.

A Woman with a Disabling Spirit

 10Now vhe was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11And behold, there was a woman who had had wa disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, Woman, you are freed from your disability. 13And he xlaid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she yglorified God. 14But zthe ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus ahad healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, bThere are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day. 15Then the Lord answered him, You hypocrites! cDoes not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it? 16And ought not this woman, da daughter of Abraham whom eSatan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day? 17As he said these things, fall his adversaries were put to shame, and gall the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.

The Mustard Seed and the Leaven

 18hHe said therefore, What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19It is like ia grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.

 20And again he said, To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? 21jIt is like leaven that a woman took and hid in kthree measures of flour, until it was lall leavened.

The Narrow Door

 22mHe went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and njourneying toward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, Lord, owill those who are saved be few? And he said to them, 24pStrive qto enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25rWhen once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, sLord, open to us, then he will answer you, tI do not know where you come from. 26Then you will begin to say, uWe ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets. 27But he will say, I tell you, tI do not know where you come from. vDepart from me, all you workers of evil! 28wIn that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see wAbraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but wyou yourselves cast out. 29And wpeople will come from east and west, and from north and south, and xrecline at table in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, ysome are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.

Lament over Jerusalem

 31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, Get away from zhere, for aHerod wants to kill you. 32And he said to them, Go and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day bI finish my course. 33Nevertheless, cI dmust go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that ea prophet should perish away from Jerusalem. 34fO Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that gkills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! hHow often would I have igathered jyour children together kas a hen gathers her brood lunder her wings, and myou were not willing! 35Behold, nyour house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, oBlessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Healing of a Man on the Sabbath

 LUKE 14 One Sabbath, pwhen he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were qwatching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3And Jesus responded to rthe lawyers and Pharisees, saying, sIs it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not? 4But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5And he said to them, tWhich of you, having a son[1] or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out? 6uAnd they could not reply to these things.

The Parable of the Wedding Feast

 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed vhow they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you both will come and say to you, Give your place to this person, and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, wso that when your host comes he may say to you, Friend, move up higher. Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 11For xeveryone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

The Parable of the Great Banquet

 12He said also to the man who had invited him, When you give ya dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers[2] or your relatives or rich neighbors, zlest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a feast, ainvite bthe poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid cat dthe resurrection of the just.

 15When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, eBlessed is everyone who will feat bread in the kingdom of God! 16But he said to him, gA man once hgave a great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the banquet he isent his servant[3] to say to those who had been invited, Come, for everything is now ready. 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused. 19And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused. 20And another said, jI have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in kthe poor and crippled and blind and lame. 22And the servant said, Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room. 23And the master said to the servant, Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you,[4] mnone of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.

The Cost of Discipleship

 25Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26nIf anyone comes to me and odoes not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, pyes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27qWhoever does not rbear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not sfirst sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish. 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not tsit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33uSo therefore, any one of you who vdoes not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.

Salt Without Taste Is Worthless

 34wSalt is good, xbut if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. yHe who has ears to hear, let him hear.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

 LUKE 15 Now zthe tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes agrumbled, saying, bThis man receives sinners and ceats with them.

 3So he told them this parable: 4dWhat man of you, having a hundred sheep, eif he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine fin the open country, and ggo after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, hhe lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for iI have found my sheep that was lost. 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who jrepents than over ninety-nine krighteous persons who need no repentance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

 8Or what woman, having ten silver coins,[1] if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost. 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before lthe angels of God over one sinner who repents.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

 11And he said, There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me mthe share of property that is coming to me. And he divided nhis property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in oreckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to[2] one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he pwas longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

 17But qwhen he rcame to himself, he said, How many of my fathers hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, sI have sinned against theaven and before you. 19uI am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants. 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and vran and wembraced him and xkissed him. 21And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. uI am no longer worthy to be called your son.[3] 22But the father said to his servants,[4] Bring quickly ythe best robe, and put it on him, and put za ring on his hand, and ashoes on his feet. 23And bring bthe fattened calf and kill it, and clet us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son dwas dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to celebrate.

 25Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound. 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might ecelebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, fwho has devoured gyour property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him! 31And he said to him, Son, hyou are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting eto celebrate and be glad, for this your brother iwas dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager

 LUKE 16 He also said to the disciples, There was a rich man who had ja manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and said to him, What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your kmanagement, for you can no longer be manager. 3And the manager said to himself, What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses. 5So, summoning his masters debtors one by one, he said to the first, How much do you owe my master? 6He said, A hundred measures[1] of oil. He said to him, Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty. 7Then he said to another, And how much do you owe? He said, A hundred measures[2] of wheat. He said to him, Take your bill, and write eighty. 8The master commended the dishonest manager for his lshrewdness. For mthe sons of this world[3] are lmore shrewd in dealing with their own generation than nthe sons of light. 9And I tell you, omake friends for yourselves by means of punrighteous wealth,[4] so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

 10qOne who is rfaithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in sthat which is anothers, who will give you that which is your own? 13pNo servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

The Law and the Kingdom of God

 14tThe Pharisees, who were ulovers of money, heard all these things, and they vridiculed him. 15And he said to them, You are those who wjustify yourselves before men, but xGod knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men yis an abomination in the sight of God.

 16zThe Law and the Prophets were until John; since then athe good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and beveryone forces his way into it.[5] 17But cit is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void.

Divorce and Remarriage

 18dEveryone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.

The Rich Man and Lazarus

 19There was a rich man who was clothed in epurple and fine linen and fwho feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate gwas laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who desired to be fed with hwhat fell from the rich mans table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by ithe angels jto Abrahams side.[6] The rich man also died and was buried, 23and in kHades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and lsaw Abraham far off and Lazarus jat his side. 24And he called out, mFather Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and ncool my tongue, for oI am in anguish in this flame. 25But Abraham said, Child, remember that pyou in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us. 27And he said, Then I beg you, father, to send him to my fathers house 28for I have five brothers[7]so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29But Abraham said, They have qMoses and the Prophets; rlet them hear them. 30And he said, No, sfather Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent. 31He said to him, If they do not hear qMoses and the Prophets, tneither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.

Temptations to Sin

 LUKE 17 And he said to his disciples, uTemptations to sin[1] are vsure to come, but wwoe to the one through whom they come! 2xIt would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin.[2] 3Pay attention to yourselves! yIf your brother sins, zrebuke him, and if he repents, aforgive him, 4and if he sins against you bseven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, I repent, you must forgive him.

Increase Our Faith

 5cThe apostles said to the Lord, dIncrease our faith! 6And the Lord said, eIf you had faith like fa grain of mustard seed, you could say to this gmulberry tree, Be uprooted and planted in the sea, and it would obey you.

Unworthy Servants

 7Will any one of you who has a servant[3] plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, Come at once and recline at table? 8Will he not rather say to him, Prepare supper for me, and hdress properly,[4] and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink? 9Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, We are iunworthy servants;[5] we have only done what was our duty.

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers

 11jOn the way to Jerusalem khe was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers,[6] lwho stood at a distance 13and lifted up their voices, saying, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14When he saw them he said to them, Go and mshow yourselves to the priests. And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, npraising God with a loud voice; 16and ohe fell on his face at Jesus feet, giving him thanks. Now he was pa Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, Were not qten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return and rgive praise to God except this sforeigner? 19And he said to him, Rise and go your way; tyour faith has tmade you well.[7]

The Coming of the Kingdom

 20Being asked by the Pharisees uwhen the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, The kingdom of God vis not coming in ways that can be observed, 21nor wwill they say, Look, here it is! or There! for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.[8]

 22And he said to the disciples, xThe days are coming when you will desire yto see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23zAnd they will say to you, Look, there! or Look, here! Do not go out or follow them. 24aFor as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be bin his day.[9] 25But first che must suffer many things and cbe rejected by this generation. 26dJust as it was in the days of eNoah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27fThey were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28Likewise, just as it was in the days of gLotthey were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29hbut on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all 30so will it be ion the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that day, jlet the one who is on kthe housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, and likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back. 32lRemember Lots wife. 33mWhoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will nkeep it. 34I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the other left. 35oThere will be two women pgrinding together. One will be taken and the other left.[10] 37And they said to him, Where, Lord? He said to them, qWhere the corpse[11] is, there the vultures[12] will gather.

The Parable of the Persistent Widow

 LUKE 18 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought ralways to pray and not slose heart. 2He said, In a certain city there was a judge who tneither feared God nor respected man. 3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, Give me justice against my adversary. 4For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, uThough I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming. 6And the Lord said, Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And vwill not God give justice to whis elect, xwho cry to him day and night? yzWill he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give justice to them aspeedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, bwill he find faith on earth?

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

 9He also told this parable to some cwho trusted din themselves that they were righteous, eand treated others with contempt: 10Two men fwent up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, gstanding by himself, prayed[1] hthus: God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12iI fast twice a week; jI give tithes of all that I get. 13But the tax collector, gstanding far off, kwould not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but lbeat his breast, saying, God, mbe merciful to me, a sinner! 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For neveryone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.

Let the Children Come to Me

 15oNow they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they prebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him, saying, qLet the children come to me, and rdo not hinder them, qfor to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17sTruly, I say to you, whoever does not treceive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.

The Rich Ruler

 18uAnd a ruler asked him, Good Teacher, what must I do to vinherit eternal life? 19And Jesus said to him, Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 20You know the commandments: wDo not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother. 21And he said, xAll these I have kept from my youth. 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, One thing you still lack. ySell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have ztreasure in heaven; and come, follow me. 23aBut when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, bHow difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter cthe kingdom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter cthe kingdom of God. 26Those who heard it said, Then who can be saved? 27But he said, dWhat is impossible with man is possible with God. 28And Peter said, See, ewe have left our homes and followed you. 29And he said to them, Truly, I say to you, fthere is no one who has left house or wife or brothers[2] or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will not receive gmany times more hin this time, and in ithe age to come eternal life.

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

 31jAnd taking the twelve, he said to them, See, kwe are going up to Jerusalem, and leverything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32For he will be mdelivered over to the Gentiles and will be nmocked and shamefully treated and ospit upon. 33And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on pthe third day he will rise. 34qBut they understood none of these things. rThis saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar

 35sAs he drew near to Jericho, ta blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37They told him, uJesus of Nazareth is passing by. 38And he cried out, Jesus, vSon of David, have mercy on me! 39And those who were in front wrebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, Son of David, have mercy on me! 40And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he asked him, 41xWhat do you want me to do for you? He said, Lord, let me recover my sight. 42And Jesus said to him, Recover your sight; yyour faith has zmade you well. 43And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, aglorifying God. And ball the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

Jesus and Zacchaeus

 LUKE 19 cHe entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3And dhe was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4So he ran on ahead and climbed up into ea sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for fI must stay at your house today. 6So he hurried and came down and greceived him joyfully. 7And when they saw it, they all hgrumbled, He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner. 8And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods iI give to the poor. And if I have jdefrauded anyone of anything, I restore it kfourfold. 9And Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to this house, since lhe also is a son of Abraham. 10For mthe Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.

The Parable of the Ten Minas

 11As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and because nthey supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 12He said therefore, oA nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return. 13Calling pten of his servants,[1] he gave them ten minas,[2] and said to them, Engage in business quntil I come. 14But rhis citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, We do not want this man to reign over us. 15When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing business. 16The first came before him, saying, Lord, your mina has made ten minas more. 17And he said to him, Well done, good servant![3] Because you have been sfaithful in a very little, tyou shall have authority over ten cities. 18And the second came, saying, Lord, your mina has made five minas. 19And he said to him, And you are to be over five cities. 20Then another came, saying, Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in ua handkerchief; 21for I was afraid of you, because you are va severe man. You take wwhat you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow. 22He said to him, xI will condemn you with your own words, yyou wicked servant! You knew that I was va severe man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? 23Why then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming I might have collected it with interest? 24And he said to those who stood by, Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the ten minas. 25And they said to him, Lord, he has ten minas! 26I tell you that zto everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 27But ras for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and aslaughter them before me.

The Triumphal Entry

 28And when he had said these things, bhe went on ahead, cgoing up to Jerusalem. 29dWhen he drew near to Bethphage and eBethany, at fthe mount that is called Olivet, he sent gtwo of the disciples, 30saying, Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, hon which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, Why are you untying it? you shall say this: The Lord has need of it. 32So those who were sent went away and found it ijust as he had told them. 33And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, Why are you untying the colt? 34And they said, The Lord has need of it. 35And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they jspread their cloaks on the road. 37As he was drawing nearalready on the way down the Mount of Oliveskthe whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice lfor all the mighty works that they had seen, 38saying, mBlessed is nthe King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and oglory in the highest! 39pAnd some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, Teacher, rebuke your disciples. 40He answered, I tell you, if these were silent, qthe very stones would cry out.

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

 41rAnd when he drew near and saw the city, she wept over it, 42saying, tWould that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now uthey are hidden from your eyes. 43For vthe days will come upon you, when your enemies wwill set up a barricade around you and xsurround you and hem you in on every side 44yand tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And zthey will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know athe time of your bvisitation.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

 45cAnd he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46saying to them, It is written, dMy house shall be a house of prayer, but eyou have made it a den of robbers.

 47fAnd he was teaching daily in the temple. gThe chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words.

The Authority of Jesus Challenged

 LUKE 20 hOne day, ias Jesus[1] was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, jthe chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up 2and said to him, Tell us kby what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority. 3He answered them, I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, 4was the baptism of John lfrom heaven or from man? 5And they discussed it with one another, saying, If we say, From heaven, he will say, mWhy did you not believe him? 6But if we say, From man, all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was na prophet. 7So they answered that they did not know where it came from. 8And Jesus said to them, Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

 9oAnd he began to tell the people this parable: A man planted pa vineyard and qlet it out to tenants and rwent into another country for a long while. 10When the time came, he sent a servant[2] to the tenants, so that qthey would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. sBut the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11tAnd she sent another servant. But they also beat and utreated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12sAnd he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, What shall I do? I will send my vbeloved son; perhaps they will respect him. 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, wThis is the heir. xLet us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours. 15And they ythrew him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16zHe will acome and destroy those tenants and bgive the vineyard to others. When they heard this, they said, Surely not! 17But he clooked directly at them and said, What then is this that is written:

 dThe stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone?[3]

 18eEveryone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls fon anyone, it will crush him.

Paying Taxes to Caesar

 19hThe scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 20iSo they jwatched him and sent spies, who kpretended to be sincere, that they might lcatch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of mthe governor. 21So they asked him, Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and oshow no partiality,[4] but truly teach pthe way of God. 22Is it lawful for us to give qtribute to rCaesar, or not? 23But he perceived their scraftiness, and said to them, 24Show me ta denarius.[5] Whose likeness and inscription does it have? They said, Caesars. 25He said to them, Then urender to Caesar the things that are Caesars, and to God the things that are Gods. 26And they were not able in the presence of the people vto catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent.

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection

 27There came to him wsome Sadducees, xthose who deny that there is a resurrection, 28and they asked him a question, saying, Teacher, Moses wrote for us ythat if a mans brother dies, having a wife but no children, the man[6] must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without children. 30And the second 31and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children and died. 32Afterward the woman also died. 33In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.

 34And Jesus said to them, zThe sons of this age amarry and aare given in marriage, 35but those who are bconsidered worthy to attain to cthat age and to the resurrection from the dead dneither marry dnor are given in marriage, 36for ethey cannot die anymore, because they are fequal to angels and gare hsons of God, being isons[7] of the resurrection. 37But that the dead are raised, jeven Moses showed, in kthe passage about the bush, where he calls lthe Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all mlive to him. 39Then some of the scribes nanswered, Teacher, you have spoken well. 40For othey no longer dared to ask him any question.

Whose Son Is the Christ?

 41pBut he said to them, How can they say that qthe Christ is qDavids son? 42For David himself says in the Book of Psalms,

 rThe Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand,

43 until I make your enemies syour footstool.

 44David thus calls him Lord, so thow is he his son?

Beware of the Scribes

 45uAnd in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and vthe places of honor at feasts, 47wwho devour widows houses and xfor a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.

The Widows Offering

 LUKE 21 yJesus[1] looked up and saw the rich zputting their gifts into athe offering box, 2and he saw a poor widow put in two bsmall copper coins.[2] 3And he said, Truly, I tell you, cthis poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her dpoverty put in all eshe had to live on.

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple

 5fAnd while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, 6As for these things that you see, gthe days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down. 7And they asked him, Teacher, hwhen will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place? 8And he said, iSee that you are not led astray. For jmany will come in my name, saying, kI am he! and, lThe time is at hand! Do not go after them. 9And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be mterrified, for these things nmust first take place, but the end will not be at once.

Jesus Foretells Wars and Persecution

 10Then he said to them, oNation will rise against nation, and pkingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great qearthquakes, and in various places rfamines and pestilences. And there will be sterrors and great tsigns from heaven. 12But before all this uthey will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to vthe synagogues and wprisons, and you xwill be brought before ykings and zgovernors for my names sake. 13aThis will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14Settle it therefore in your minds bnot to meditate beforehand how to answer, 15for cI will give you a mouth and dwisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or econtradict. 16You will be delivered up feven by parents and brothers[3] and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17gYou will be hated by all for my names sake. 18But hnot a hair of your head will perish. 19By your iendurance you will gain your lives.

Jesus Foretells Destruction of Jerusalem

 20But jwhen you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that kits desolation has come near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22for these are ldays of mvengeance, to fulfill nall that is written. 23oAlas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and pwrath against this people. 24They will fall by the edge of the sword and qbe led captive among all nations, and rJerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, suntil the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Coming of the Son of Man

 25And tthere will be signs in sun and moon uand stars, and on the earth vdistress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For wthe powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see xthe Son of Man coming in a cloud ywith power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and zraise your heads, because ayour redemption is drawing near.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

 29And he told them a parable: Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see bfor yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32cTruly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33dHeaven and earth will pass away, but emy words will not pass away.

Watch Yourselves

 34But watch yourselves flest gyour hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and hcares of this life, and ithat day come upon you suddenly jlike a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But kstay awake at all times, lpraying that you may mhave strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and nto stand before the Son of Man.

 37And oevery day he was teaching in the temple, but pat night he went out and lodged on qthe mount called Olivet. 38And early in the morning oall the people came to him in the temple to hear him.

The Plot to Kill Jesus

 LUKE 22 rNow the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called sthe Passover. 2And the chief priests and the scribes twere seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the people.

Judas to Betray Jesus

 3uThen vSatan entered into wJudas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. 4He went away and conferred with the chief priests and xofficers how he might betray him to them. 5And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 6So he consented and sought an opportunity to ybetray him to them in the absence of a crowd.

The Passover with the Disciples

 7zThen came athe day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8So Jesus[1] sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it. 9They said to him, Where will you have us prepare it? 10He said to them, Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and tell the master of the house, bThe Teacher says to you, Where is cthe guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples? 12And he will show you da large upper room furnished; prepare it there. 13And they went and found it ejust as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

Institution of the Lords Supper

 14fAnd when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15And he said to them, I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you I will not eat it[2] guntil it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 17And he took a cup, and hwhen he had given thanks he said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18iFor I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine guntil the kingdom of God comes. 19jAnd he took bread, and hwhen he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, kThis is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 20And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, kThis cup that is poured out for you is lthe new mcovenant in my blood.[3] 21nBut behold, the hand of him who betrays me is owith me on the table. 22For the Son of Man goes pas it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed! 23And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this.

Who Is the Greatest?

 24qA dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25rAnd he said to them, The kings of the Gentiles sexercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26tBut not so with you. Rather, let sthe greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27For who is the greater, uone who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But vI am among you as the one who serves.

 28You are those who have stayed with me win my trials, 29and xI assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30ythat you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and zsit on thrones judging athe twelve tribes of Israel.

Jesus Foretells Peters Denial

 31Simon, Simon, behold, bSatan demanded to have you,[4] cthat he might sift you like wheat, 32but dI have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, estrengthen your brothers. 33Peter[5] said to him, Lord, I am ready to go with you both fto prison and gto death. 34hJesus[6] said, I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.

Scripture Must Be Fulfilled in Jesus

 35And he said to them, iWhen I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything? They said, Nothing. 36He said to them, But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you that jthis Scripture must be fulfilled in me: kAnd he was numbered with the transgressors. For lwhat is written about me has its fulfillment. 38And they said, Look, Lord, here are two mswords. And he said to them, nIt is enough.

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

 39oAnd he came out and went, pas was his custom, to qthe Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40rAnd when he came to sthe place, he said to them, tPray that you may not uenter into temptation. 41And he withdrew from them about a stones throw, and vknelt down and prayed, 42saying, wFather, if you are willing, remove xthis cup from me. yNevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done. 43And there appeared to him zan angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44And wbeing in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.[7] 45And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46and he said to them, Why are you sleeping? Rise and apray that you may not enter into temptation.

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

 47bWhile he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called cJudas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus said to him, Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss? 49And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, Lord, shall we strike dwith the sword? 50And one of them struck the servant[8] of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, No more of this! And he touched his ear and healed him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests and eofficers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53When fI was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is gyour hour, and hthe power of darkness.

Peter Denies Jesus

 54iThen they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priests house, jand Peter was following at a distance. 55kAnd when they had kindled a fire in the middle of lthe courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among them. 56Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, This man also was with him. 57But he denied it, saying, Woman, I do not know him. 58And a little later someone else saw him and said, You also are one of them. But Peter said, Man, I am not. 59And after an interval of about an hour still another minsisted, saying, Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean. 60But Peter said, Man, I do not know what you are talking about. And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61And the Lord turned and nlooked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, oBefore the rooster crows today, you will pdeny me three times. 62And he went out and wept bitterly.

Jesus Is Mocked

 63qNow the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 64qThey also blindfolded him and kept asking him, rProphesy! rWho is it that struck you? 65And they said many other things against him, sblaspheming him.

Jesus Before the Council

 66tWhen day came, uthe assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their vcouncil, and they wsaid, 67xIf you are ythe Christ, tell us. But he said to them, If I tell you, you will not believe, 68and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated zat the right hand of the power of God. 70So they all said, Are you athe Son of God, then? And he said to them, bYou say that I am. 71Then they said, What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.

Jesus Before Pilate

 LUKE 23 cThen the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this man dmisleading our nation and eforbidding us to give tribute to fCaesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, ga king. 3hAnd Pilate asked him, iAre you the King of the Jews? And he answered him, jYou have said so. 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, kI find no guilt in this man. 5But they were urgent, saying, He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, lfrom Galilee even to this place.

Jesus Before Herod

 6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when he learned that he belonged to mHerods jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, nfor he had long desired to see him, obecause he had heard about him, and he was hoping pto see some sign done by him. 9So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. 10The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11And Herod with his soldiers qtreated him with contempt and rmocked him. Then, sarraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12And tHerod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.

 13Pilate then called together the chief priests and uthe rulers and the people, 14and said to them, You brought me this man vas one who was misleading the people. And wafter examining him before you, behold, I xdid not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15Neither did Herod, for yhe sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16zI will therefore punish and release him.[1]

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified

 18aBut they all cried out together, bAway with this man, and release to us Barabbas 19a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and cfor murder. 20Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21but they kept shouting, Crucify, crucify him! 22A third time he said to them, Why, dwhat evil has he done? eI have found in him no guilt deserving death. fI will therefore punish and release him. 23But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25He released the man who had been thrown into prison gfor insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, hbut he delivered Jesus over to their will.

The Crucifixion

 26iAnd as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were jmourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, kthe days are coming when they will say, lBlessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed! 30mThen they will begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us, and to the hills, Cover us. 31For nif they do these things when othe wood is green, what will happen owhen it is dry?

 32pTwo others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33qAnd when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, pone on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, Father, rforgive them, sfor they know not what they do.[2] And they cast lots tto divide his garments. 35And uthe people stood by, watching, vbut wthe rulers xscoffed at him, saying, yHe saved others; zlet him save himself, aif he is bthe Christ of God, chis Chosen One! 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and doffering him sour wine 37and saying, eIf you are fthe King of the Jews, save yourself! 38gThere was also an inscription over him,[3] This is fthe King of the Jews.

 39hOne of the criminals who were hanged irailed at him,[4] saying, Are you not jthe Christ? Save yourself and us! 40But the other rebuked him, saying, Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong. 42And he said, Jesus, remember me kwhen you come into your kingdom. 43And he said to him, Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in lParadise.

The Death of Jesus

 44mIt was now about the sixth hour,[5] and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour,[6] 45while the suns light failed. And nthe curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, ocalling out with a loud voice, said, Father, pinto your hands I qcommit my spirit! And having said this rhe breathed his last. 47Now swhen the centurion saw what had taken place, the praised God, saying, Certainly this man was innocent! 48And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home ubeating their breasts. 49And all vhis acquaintances and wthe women who had followed him from Galilee xstood at a distance watching these things.

Jesus Is Buried

 50yNow there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, 51who had not consented to their decision and action; and he zwas looking for the kingdom of God. 52This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and alaid him in a tomb cut in stone, bwhere no one had ever yet been laid. 54It was the day of cPreparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.[7] 55dThe women ewho had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they returned and fprepared spices and ointments.

On the Sabbath they rested gaccording to the commandment.

The Resurrection

 LUKE 24 hBut on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, itaking the spices they had prepared. 2And they found jthe stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were perplexed about this, behold, ktwo lmen stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5And as they were mfrightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, nwhile he was still in Galilee, 7nthat the Son of Man omust be delivered into the hands of sinful men and pbe crucified and on qthe third day rise. 8And rthey remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb they stold all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was tMary Magdalene and uJoanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and vthey did not believe them. 12But wPeter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw xthe linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.

On the Road to Emmaus

 13That very day ytwo of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles[1] from Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16zBut their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk? And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days? 19And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was aa prophet bmighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and chow our chief priests and drulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was ethe one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now fthe third day since these things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. gThey were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and hwhen they did not find his body, they came back saying that ithey had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24jSome of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see. 25And he said to them, O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26kWas it not necessary that lthe Christ should suffer these things and enter into mhis glory? 27And nbeginning with oMoses and pall the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

 28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. qHe acted as if he were going farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, Stay with us, for it is toward evening and rthe day is now far spent. So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he took the bread and sblessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31tAnd their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And uhe vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, vDid not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he wopened to us the Scriptures? 33And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they xfound the eleven and ythose who were with them gathered together, 34saying, The Lord has risen indeed, and zhas appeared to Simon! 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and ahow he was known to them in bthe breaking of the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

 36As they were talking about these things, cJesus himself stood among them, and said to them, Peace to you! 37But they were dstartled and efrightened and fthought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. gTouch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have. 40And when he had said this, hhe showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved ifor joy and were marveling, jhe said to them, Have you anything here to eat? 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish,[2] 43and he took it and ate before them.

 44Then he said to them, kThese are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, lthat everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled. 45Then mhe opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, Thus nit is written, othat the Christ should suffer and on the third day prise from the dead, 47and that qrepentance and[3] forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed rin his name sto all nations, tbeginning from Jerusalem. 48uYou are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending vthe promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you ware clothed with xpower yfrom on high.

The Ascension

 50Then zhe led them out as far as aBethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, bhe parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they cworshiped him and zreturned to Jerusalem dwith great joy, 53and ewere continually in the temple fblessing God.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 1

[1] 1:5 Greek Zacharias

[2] 1:27 That is, legally pledged to be married

[3] 1:28 Some manuscripts add Blessed are you among women!

[4] 1:34 Greek since I do not know a man

[5] 1:35 Some manuscripts add of you

[6] 1:38 Greek bondservant; also verse 48

[7] 1:45 Or believed, for there will be

[8] 1:78 Or when the sunrise shall dawn upon us; some manuscripts since the sunrise has visited us


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 2

[1] 2:2 Or This was the registration before

[2] 2:5 That is, one legally pledged to be married

[3] 2:14 Some manuscripts peace, good will among men

[4] 2:29 Greek bondservant

[5] 2:37 Or as a widow for eighty-four years

[6] 2:48 Greek they

[7] 2:49 Or about my Father's business

[8] 2:52 Or years


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 3

[1] 3:4 Or crying, Prepare in the wilderness the way of the Lord

[2] 3:11 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[3] 3:22 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

[4] 3:22 Some manuscripts beloved Son; today I have begotten you

[5] 3:27 Greek Salathiel


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 4

[1] 4:27 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[2] 4:34 Or Leave us alone

[3] 4:44 Some manuscripts Galilee


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 5

[1] 5:10 The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both men and women

[2] 5:12 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[3] 5:13 Greek he

[4] 5:17 Some manuscripts was present to heal them

[5] 5:39 Some manuscripts better


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Some manuscripts On the second first Sabbath (that is, on the second Sabbath after the first)

[2] 6:29 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[3] 6:48 Some manuscripts founded upon the rock


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 7

[1] 7:2 Greek bondservant; also verses 3, 8, 10

[2] 7:3 Greek he

[3] 7:11 Some manuscripts The next day

[4] 7:15 Greek he

[5] 7:22 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[6] 7:24 Greek he

[7] 7:29 Greek they justified God

[8] 7:49 Or to


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 8

[1] 8:3 Some manuscripts him

[2] 8:26 Some manuscripts Gadarenes; others Gergesenes; also verse 37

[3] 8:27 Greek he; also verses 38, 42

[4] 8:36 Greek daimonizomai; elsewhere rendered oppressed by demons

[5] 8:43 Some manuscripts omit and though she had spent all her living on physicians,

[6] 8:45 Some manuscripts add and those who were with him


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 9

[1] 9:3 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[2] 9:31 Greek exodus

[3] 9:35 Some manuscripts my Beloved

[4] 9:43 Greek he

[5] 9:54 Some manuscripts add as Elijah did

[6] 9:55 Some manuscripts add and he said, You do not know what manner of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man came not to destroy people's lives but to save them

[7] 9:60 Greek he


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Some manuscripts seventy; also verse 17

[2] 10:21 Or for so it pleased you well

[3] 10:35 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[4] 10:38 Greek he

[5] 10:42 Some manuscripts few things are necessary, or only one


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 11

[1] 11:1 Greek he

[2] 11:3 Or our bread for tomorrow

[3] 11:8 Or persistence

[4] 11:11 Some manuscripts insert bread, will give him a stone; or if he asks for

[5] 11:37 Greek he


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 12

[1] 12:5 Greek Gehenna

[2] 12:6 Greek two assaria; an assarion was a Roman copper coin worth about 1/16 of a denarius (which was a day's wage for a laborer)

[3] 12:25 Or a single cubit to his stature; a cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[4] 12:27 Some manuscripts Consider the lilies; they neither spin nor weave

[5] 12:31 Some manuscripts God's

[6] 12:35 Greek Let your loins stay girded; compare Exodus 12:11

[7] 12:37 Greek bondservants

[8] 12:39 Some manuscripts add would have stayed awake and

[9] 12:43 Greek bondservant; also verses 45, 46, 47

[10] 12:59 Greek lepton, a Jewish bronze or copper coin worth about 1/128 of a denarius (which was a day's wage for a laborer)


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 14

[1] 14:5 Some manuscripts a donkey

[2] 14:12 Or your brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters

[3] 14:17 Greek bondservant; also verses 21, 22, 23

[4] 14:24 The Greek word for you here is plural


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 15

[1] 15:8 Greek ten drachmas; a drachma was a Greek coin approximately equal in value to a Roman denarius, worth about a day's wage for a laborer

[2] 15:15 Greek joined himself to

[3] 15:21 Some manuscripts add treat me as one of your hired servants

[4] 15:22 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 16

[1] 16:6 About 875 gallons or 3,200 liters

[2] 16:7 Between 1,000 and 1,200 bushels or 37,000 to 45,000 liters

[3] 16:8 Greek age

[4] 16:9 Greek mammon, a Semitic word for money or possessions; also verse 11; rendered money in verse 13

[5] 16:16 Or everyone is forcefully urged into it

[6] 16:22 Greek bosom; also verse 23

[7] 16:28 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 17

[1] 17:1 Greek Stumbling blocks

[2] 17:2 Greek stumble

[3] 17:7 Greek bondservant; also verse 9

[4] 17:8 Greek gird yourself

[5] 17:10 Greek bondservants

[6] 17:12 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13

[7] 17:19 Or has saved you

[8] 17:21 Or within you, or within your grasp

[9] 17:24 Some manuscripts omit in his day

[10] 17:35 Some manuscripts add verse 36: Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left

[11] 17:37 Greek body

[12] 17:37 Or eagles


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 18

[1] 18:11 Or standing, prayed to himself

[2] 18:29 Or wife or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 19

[1] 19:13 Greek bondservants; also verse 15

[2] 19:13 A mina was about three months' wages for a laborer

[3] 19:17 Greek bondservant; also verse 22


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 20

[1] 20:1 Greek he

[2] 20:10 Greek bondservant; also verse 11

[3] 20:17 Greek the head of the corner

[4] 20:21 Greek and do not receive a face

[5] 20:24 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[6] 20:28 Greek his brother

[7] 20:36 Greek huioi; see Preface


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 21

[1] 21:1 Greek He

[2] 21:2 Greek two lepta; a lepton was a Jewish bronze or copper coin worth about 1/128 of a denarius (which was a day's wage for a laborer)

[3] 21:16 Or parents and brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 22

[1] 22:8 Greek he

[2] 22:16 Some manuscripts never eat it again

[3] 22:20 Some manuscripts omit, in whole or in part, verses 19b-20 (which is given... ; in my blood)

[4] 22:31 The Greek word for you (twice in this verse) is plural; in verse 32, all four instances are singular

[5] 22:33 Greek He

[6] 22:34 Greek He

[7] 22:44 Some manuscripts omit verses 43 and 44

[8] 22:50 Greek bondservant


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 23

[1] 23:16 Here, or after verse 19, some manuscripts add verse 17: Now he was obliged to release one man to them at the festival

[2] 23:34 Some manuscripts omit the sentence And Jesus... ; what they do

[3] 23:38 Some manuscripts add in letters of Greek and Latin and Hebrew

[4] 23:39 Or blasphemed him

[5] 23:44 That is, noon

[6] 23:44 That is, 3 P.M.

[7] 23:54 Greek was dawning


Footnotes for Luke, Chapter 24

[1] 24:13 Greek sixty stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters

[2] 24:42 Some manuscripts add and some honeycomb

[3] 24:47 Some manuscripts for
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The Word Became Flesh

 JOHN 1 aIn the beginning was bthe Word, and cthe Word was with God, and dthe Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3eAll things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4fIn him was life,[1] and gthe life was the light of men. 5hThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

 6There was a man isent from God, whose name was jJohn. 7He came as a kwitness, to bear witness about the light, lthat all might believe through him. 8mHe was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

 9nThe true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet othe world did not know him. 11He came to phis own,[2] and qhis own people[3] rdid not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, swho believed in his name, the gave the right uto become vchildren of God, 13who wwere born, xnot of blood ynor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

 14And zthe Word abecame flesh and bdwelt among us, cand we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of dgrace and etruth. 15(fJohn bore witness about him, and cried out, This was he of whom I said, gHe who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.) 16For from hhis fullness we have all received, igrace upon grace.[4] 17For jthe law was given through Moses; kgrace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18lNo one has ever seen God; mthe only God,[5] who is at the Fathers side,[6] nhe has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist

 19And this is the otestimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, pWho are you? 20qHe confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21And they asked him, What then? rAre you Elijah? He said, I am not. Are you sthe Prophet? And he answered, No. 22So they said to him, Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself? 23He said, I am tthe voice of one crying out in the wilderness, Make straight[7] the way of the Lord, as the prophet Isaiah said.

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, uThen why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet? 26John answered them, vI baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even whe who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie. 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God

 29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold, xthe Lamb of God, who ytakes away the sin zof the world! 30This is he of whom I said, aAfter me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me. 31I myself did not know him, but bfor this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel. 32And John cbore witness: dI saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and eit remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but fhe who sent me to baptize gwith water said to me, He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, hthis is he who baptizes gwith the Holy Spirit. 34And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

 35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, Behold, ithe Lamb of God! 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, jWhat are you seeking? And they said to him, kRabbi (which means Teacher), where are you staying? 39He said to them, Come and you will see. So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.[8] 40lOne of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus[9] was Andrew, Simon Peters brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, We have found mthe Messiah (which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, You are Simon the son of nJohn. You shall be called oCephas (which means pPeter[10]).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael

 43qThe next day Jesus decided rto go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, Follow me. 44Now sPhilip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found tNathanael and said to him, We have found him of whom uMoses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus vof Nazareth, wthe son of Joseph. 46Nathanael said to him, xCan anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see. 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, Behold, yan Israelite indeed, zin whom there is no deceit! 48Nathanael said to him, How ado you know me? Jesus answered him, Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you. 49Nathanael answered him, bRabbi, cyou are the Son of God! You are the dKing of Israel! 50Jesus answered him, Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these. 51And he said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you,[11] you will see eheaven opened, and fthe angels of God ascending and descending on gthe Son of Man.

The Wedding at Cana

 JOHN 2 On hthe third day there was a wedding at iCana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus also was invited to the wedding with jhis disciples. 3When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, They have no wine. 4And Jesus said to her, kWoman, lwhat does this have to do with me? mMy hour has not yet come. 5His mother said to the servants, Do whatever he tells you.

 6Now there were six stone water jars there nfor the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty ogallons.[1] 7Jesus said to the servants, Fill the jars with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8And he said to them, Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast. So they took it. 9When the master of the feast tasted pthe water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10and said to him, Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now. 11This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested qhis glory. And rhis disciples believed in him.

 12After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and shis brothers[2] and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

 13tThe Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus uwent up to Jerusalem. 14vIn the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, Take these things away; do not make wmy Fathers house a house of trade. 17His disciples remembered that it was written, xZeal for your house will consume me.

 18So the Jews said to him, yWhat sign do you show us for doing these things? 19Jesus answered them, zDestroy this temple, and in three days aI will raise it up. 20The Jews then said, It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,[3] and will you raise it up in three days? 21But he was speaking about bthe temple of his body. 22When therefore he was raised from the dead, chis disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed dthe Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man

 23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name ewhen they saw the signs that he was doing. 24But Jesus fon his part did not entrust himself to them, because ghe knew all people 25and needed no one to bear witness about man, for ghe himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

 JOHN 3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named hNicodemus, ia ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus[1] jby night and said to him, kRabbi, lwe know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do munless God is with him. 3Jesus answered him, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is nborn oagain[2] he cannot psee the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus said to him, How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mothers womb and be born? 5Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born qof water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6rThat which is born of the flesh is sflesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.[3] 7tDo not marvel that I said to you, You[4] must be born uagain. 8vThe wind[5] blows wwhere it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.

 9Nicodemus said to him, xHow can these things be? 10Jesus answered him, Are you the teacher of Israel yand yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, zwe speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but zyou[6] do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13aNo one has bascended into heaven except che who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.[7] 14And das Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man ebe lifted up, 15that whoever believes fin him gmay have eternal life.[8]

For God So Loved the World

 16For hGod so loved ithe world,[9] jthat he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not kperish but have eternal life. 17For lGod did not send his Son into the world mto condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18nWhoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not obelieved in the name of the only Son of God. 19pAnd this is the judgment: qthe light has come into the world, and rpeople loved the darkness rather than the light because stheir works were evil. 20tFor everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, ulest his works should be exposed. 21But whoever vdoes what is true wcomes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.

John the Baptist Exalts Christ

 22After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and xwas baptizing. 23John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24(for yJohn had not yet been put in prison).

 25Now a discussion arose between some of Johns disciples and a Jew over zpurification. 26And they came to John and said to him, aRabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, bto whom you bore witnesslook, he is baptizing, and call are going to him. 27John answered, dA person cannot receive even one thing eunless it is given him ffrom heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, gI am not the Christ, but hI have been sent before him. 29iThe one who has the bride is the bridegroom. jThe friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, krejoices greatly at the bridegrooms voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30lHe must increase, but I must decrease.[10]

 31mHe who comes from above nis above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and ospeaks in an earthly way. pHe who comes from heaven nis above all. 32qHe bears witness to what he has seen and heard, ryet no one receives his testimony. 33Whoever receives his testimony ssets his seal to this, tthat God is true. 34For he whom uGod has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit vwithout measure. 35wThe Father loves the Son and xhas given all things into his hand. 36yWhoever believes in the Son has eternal life; zwhoever does not obey the Son shall not asee life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

 JOHN 4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and bbaptizing more disciples than John 2(although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3he left Judea and departed cagain for Galilee. 4dAnd he had to pass through Samaria. 5So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field ethat Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacobs well was there; so Jesus, fwearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.[1]

 7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, fGive me a drink. 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria? (gFor Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, Give me a drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given you hliving water. 11The woman said to him, Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12iAre you greater than our father Jacob? jHe gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock. 13Jesus said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but kwhoever drinks of the water that I will give him lwill never be thirsty again.[2] The water that I will give him will become min him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. 15The woman said to him, Sir, ngive me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.

 16Jesus said to her, Go, ocall your husband, and come here. 17The woman answered him, I have no husband. Jesus said to her, You are right in saying, I have no husband; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true. 19The woman said to him, Sir, I perceive that pyou are qa prophet. 20rOur fathers worshiped on sthis mountain, but you say that tin Jerusalem is uthe place where people ought to worship. 21Jesus said to her, vWoman, believe me, wthe hour is coming when xneither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22yYou worship what you do not know; zwe worship what we know, for zsalvation is afrom the Jews. 23But bthe hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father cin spirit and dtruth, for the Father eis seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. 25The woman said to him, I know that fMessiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, ghe will tell us all things. 26Jesus said to her, hI who speak to you am he.

 27Just then ihis disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, What do you seek? or, Why are you talking with her? 28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29Come, see a man jwho told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ? 30They went out of the town and were coming to him.

 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, kRabbi, eat. 32But he said to them, I have food to eat that you do not know about. 33So the disciples said to one another, lHas anyone brought him something to eat? 34Jesus said to them, mMy food is nto do the will of him who sent me and oto accomplish his work. 35Do you not say, There are yet four months, then comes the harvest? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that pthe fields are white for harvest. 36Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that qsower and rreaper smay rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, tOne sows and another reaps. 38I sent you to reap uthat for which you did not labor. Others have labored, vand you have entered into their labor.

 39Many Samaritans wfrom that town believed in him xbecause of ythe womans testimony, He told me all that I ever did. 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed zbecause of his word. 42They said to the woman, It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, aand we know that this is indeed bthe Savior cof the world.

 43After dthe two days he departed for Galilee. 44(For Jesus himself had testified ethat a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, fhaving seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For gthey too had gone to the feast.

Jesus Heals an Officials Son

 46So he came again to hCana in Galilee, iwhere he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47When this man heard that Jesus jhad come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48So Jesus said to him, kUnless you[3] see signs and wonders you will not believe. 49The official said to him, Sir, come down lbefore my child dies. 50Jesus said to him, Go; your son will live. The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 51As he was going down, his servants[4] met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, Yesterday at the seventh hour[5] the fever left him. 53The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, Your son will live. And he himself believed, mand all his household. 54nThis was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath

 JOHN 5 After this there was a ofeast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

 2Now there is in Jerusalem by pthe Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic[1] called Bethesda,[2] which has five roofed colonnades. 3In these lay a multitude of invalidsblind, lame, and qparalyzed.[3] 5One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, Do you want to be healed? 7The sick man answered him, Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me. 8Jesus said to him, rGet up, take up your bed, and walk. 9rAnd at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.

sNow that day was the Sabbath. 10So the Jews[4] said to the man who had been healed, It is the Sabbath, and tit is not lawful for you to take up your bed. 11But he answered them, The man who healed me, that man said to me, Take up your bed, and walk. 12They asked him, Who is the man who said to you, Take up your bed and walk? 13Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for uJesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, See, you are well! vSin no more, wthat nothing worse may happen to you. 15The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16And this was why the Jews xwere persecuting Jesus, ybecause he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17But Jesus answered them, My Father is working until now, and I am working.

Jesus Is Equal with God

 18This was why the Jews zwere seeking all the more to kill him, abecause not only was he bbreaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God chis own Father, dmaking himself equal with God.

The Authority of the Son

 19So Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, ethe Son fcan do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father[5] does, that the Son does likewise. 20For gthe Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And hgreater works than these will he show him, so that iyou may marvel. 21For as the Father jraises the dead and kgives them life, so lalso the Son gives life mto whom he will. 22nThe Father judges no one, but ohas given all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son, just as they phonor the Father. qWhoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, rwhoever hears my word and sbelieves him who sent me has eternal life. He tdoes not come into judgment, but uhas passed from death to life.

 25Truly, truly, I say to you, van hour is coming, and is now here, when wthe dead will hear xthe voice of the Son of God, and those who hear wwill live. 26yFor as the Father has life in himself, zso he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27And he ahas given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28Do not marvel at this, for van hour is coming when ball who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29and come out, cthose who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

Witnesses to Jesus

 30dI can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and emy judgment is just, because fI seek not my own will gbut the will of him who sent me. 31hIf I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32There is ianother who bears witness about me, and jI know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33kYou sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34Not that lthe testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35He was a burning and mshining lamp, and nyou were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36But lthe testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For othe works that the Father has given me pto accomplish, the very works that I am doing, qbear witness about me that rthe Father has sent me. 37And the Father who sent me shas himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never heard, this form you have never seen, 38and uyou do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39vYou search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and wit is they that bear witness about me, 40yet xyou refuse to come to me that you may have life. 41yI do not receive glory from people. 42But zI know that you do not have athe love of God within you. 43I have come bin my Fathers name, and cyou do not receive me. dIf another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and edo not seek the glory that comes from fthe only God? 45Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, gon whom you have set your hope. 46For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for hhe wrote of me. 47But iif you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

 JOHN 6 After this jJesus went away to the other side of kthe Sea of Galilee, which is lthe Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on mthe mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4Now nthe Passover, the ofeast of the Jews, was at hand. 5pLifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to qPhilip, Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat? 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7rPhilip answered him, Two hundred denarii[1] worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little. 8One of his disciples, sAndrew, Simon Peters brother, said to him, 9There is a boy here who has five tbarley loaves and two fish, but twhat are they for so many? 10Jesus said, Have the people sit down. uNow there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11Jesus then took the loaves, and vwhen he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost. 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, wThis is indeed xthe Prophet ywho is to come into the world!

 15zPerceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus awithdrew again to bthe mountain by himself.

Jesus Walks on Water

 16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles,[2] they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 20cBut he said to them, It is I; do not be afraid. 21Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.

I Am the Bread of Life

 22On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only done boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord ehad given thanks. 24fSo when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and gwent to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.

 25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, hRabbi, when did you come here? 26Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, iyou are seeking me, not because you saw jsigns, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27kDo not work for the food that perishes, but for lthe food that endures to eternal life, which mthe Son of Man will give to you. For on nhim God the Father has oset his seal. 28Then they said to him, What must we do, to be doing pthe works of God? 29Jesus answered them, This is the work of God, qthat you believe in him whom rhe has sent. 30So they said to him, sThen what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31tOur fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, uHe gave them bread from heaven to eat. 32Jesus then said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is vhe who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 34They said to him, wSir, give us this bread always.

 35Jesus said to them, xI am the bread of life; ywhoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37zAll that athe Father gives me will come to me, and bwhoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For cI have come down from heaven, not to do dmy own will but dthe will of him ewho sent me. 39And fthis is the will of him who sent me, gthat I should lose nothing of hall that he has given me, but iraise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who jlooks on the Son and kbelieves in him lshould have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.

 41So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, mI am the bread that came down from heaven. 42They said, nIs not this Jesus, othe son of Joseph, whose father and mother pwe know? How does he now say, I have come down from heaven? 43Jesus answered them, Do not grumble among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me qdraws him. And rI will raise him up on the last day. 45It is written in the Prophets, sAnd they will all be ttaught by God. uEveryone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me 46vnot that anyone has seen the Father except whe who is from God; he xhas seen the Father. 47Truly, truly, I say to you, ywhoever believes has eternal life. 48zI am the bread of life. 49aYour fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and bthey died. 50cThis is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it dand not die. 51I am the living bread ethat came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give ffor the life of the world is gmy flesh.

 52The Jews then hdisputed among themselves, saying, iHow can this man give us his flesh to eat? 53So Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of jthe Son of Man and drink his blood, you khave no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood lhas eternal life, and mI will raise him up on the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood nabides in me, and I in him. 57As othe living Father psent me, and qI live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58rThis is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread[3] the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever. 59Jesus[4] said these things in the synagogue, as he taught sat Capernaum.

The Words of Eternal Life

 60tWhen many of his disciples heard it, they said, This is a hard saying; who can listen to it? 61But Jesus, vknowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see wthe Son of Man xascending to ywhere he was before? 63zIt is the Spirit who gives life; athe flesh is no help at all. bThe words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But cthere are some of you who do not believe. (For Jesus vknew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and dwho it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, This is why I told you ethat no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.

 66fAfter this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to gthe Twelve, Do you want to go away as well? 68Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have hthe words of eternal life, 69and iwe have believed, and have come to know, that jyou are kthe Holy One of God. 70Jesus answered them, lDid I not choose you, gthe Twelve? And yet one of you is ma devil. 71He spoke of Judas nthe son of Simon Iscariot, for ohe, one of the Twelve, was going to betray him.

Jesus at the Feast of Booths

 JOHN 7 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because pthe Jews[1] were seeking to kill him. 2Now qthe Jews Feast of rBooths was at hand. 3sSo his brothers[2] said to him, Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, tshow yourself to the world. 5uFor not even vhis brothers believed in him. 6Jesus said to them, wMy time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7The world cannot hate you, but xit hates me because I testify about it that yits works are evil. 8You go up to the feast. I am not[3] going up to this feast, for zmy time has not yet fully come. 9After saying this, he remained in Galilee.

 10But after ahis brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. 11bThe Jews cwere looking for him at the feast, and saying, Where is he? 12And there was much dmuttering about him among the people. eWhile some said, He is a good man, others said, No, fhe is leading the people astray. 13Yet gfor fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.

 14About the middle of the feast Jesus went up hinto the temple and began teaching. 15The Jews therefore imarveled, saying, How is it that this man has learning,[4] when he has never studied? 16So Jesus answered them, jMy teaching is not mine, but his kwho sent me. 17lIf anyones will is to do Gods[5] will, mhe will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I nam speaking on my own authority. 18The one who speaks on his own authority oseeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 19pHas not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. qWhy do you seek to kill me? 20The crowd answered, rYou have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you? 21Jesus answered them, I did sone work, and you all marvel at it. 22tMoses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but ufrom the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, vare you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a mans whole body well? 24wDo not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.

Can This Be the Christ?

 25Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, Is not this the man whom xthey seek to kill? 26And here he is, yspeaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that zthe authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27But awe know bwhere this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, cno one will know where he comes from. 28So Jesus proclaimed, das he taught in the temple, aYou know me, and you know where I come from. But eI have not come of my own accord. fHe who sent me is true, gand him you do not know. 29hI know him, for I come ifrom him, and jhe sent me. 30kSo they were seeking to arrest him, but lno one laid a hand on him, mbecause his hour had not yet come. 31Yet nmany of the people believed in him. They said, oWhen the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?

Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus

 32The Pharisees heard the crowd pmuttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent qofficers to arrest him. 33Jesus then said, rI will be with you a little longer, and then sI am going to him who sent me. 34tYou will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come. 35The Jews said to one another, Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? uDoes he intend to go to vthe Dispersion among wthe Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36What does he mean by saying, xYou will seek me and you will not find me, and, Where I am you cannot come?

Rivers of Living Water

 37yOn the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, zIf anyone thirsts, let him acome to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, bas[6] the Scripture has said, cOut of his heart will flow rivers of dliving water. 39Now ethis he said about the Spirit, fwhom those who believed in him were to receive, gfor as yet the Spirit had not been hgiven, ibecause Jesus was not yet glorified.

Division Among the People

 40When they heard these words, jsome of the people said, This really is kthe Prophet. 41Others said, This is lthe Christ. But some said, mIs the Christ to come from Galilee? 42Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes nfrom the offspring of David, and comes ofrom Bethlehem, the village pwhere David was? 43So there was qa division among the people over him. 44rSome of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.

 45sThe officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, Why did you not bring him? 46The officers answered, tNo one ever spoke like this man! 47The Pharisees answered them, uHave you also been deceived? 48vHave any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed. 50wNicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, 51xDoes our law judge a man without first ygiving him a hearing and learning what he does? 52They replied, zAre you from Galilee too? Search and see that ano prophet arises from Galilee.

[The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:538:11.][7]

The Woman Caught in Adultery

 53[[They went each to his own house, JOHN 8 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2bEarly in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and che sat down and taught them. 3The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4they said to him, Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5Now din the Law Moses commanded us eto stone such women. So what do you say? 6This they said fto test him, gthat they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, hLet him who is without sin among you ibe the first to throw a stone at her. 8And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10Jesus stood up and said to her, Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you? 11She said, No one, Lord. And Jesus said, jNeither do I condemn you; go, and from now on ksin no more.]]

I Am the Light of the World

 12lAgain Jesus spoke to them, saying, mI am the light of the world. Whoever nfollows me will not owalk in darkness, but will have the light of life. 13So the Pharisees said to him, pYou are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true. 14Jesus answered, Even if I do bear witness about myself, qmy testimony is true, for I know rwhere I came from and swhere I am going, but tyou do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15uYou judge according to the flesh; vI judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, wmy judgment is true, for xit is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father[1] who sent me. 17yIn your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18I am the one who bears witness about myself, and zthe Father who sent me bears witness about me. 19They said to him therefore, Where is your Father? Jesus answered, aYou know neither me nor my Father. bIf you knew me, you would know my Father also. 20These words he spoke in cthe treasury, as he taught in the temple; but dno one arrested him, because ehis hour had not yet come.

 21So he said to them again, fI am going away, and gyou will seek me, and hyou will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come. 22So the Jews said, iWill he kill himself, since he says, Where I am going, you cannot come? 23He said to them, jYou are from below; I am from above. kYou are of this world; lI am not of this world. 24I told you that you mwould die in your sins, for nunless you believe that oI am he you will die in your sins. 25So they said to him, pWho are you? Jesus said to them, Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26I have much to say about you and much to judge, but qhe who sent me is true, and I declare rto the world swhat I have heard from him. 27They did not understand that the had been speaking to them about the Father. 28So Jesus said to them, When you have ulifted up the Son of Man, vthen you will know that wI am he, and that xI do nothing on my own authority, but yspeak just as the Father taught me. 29And zhe who sent me is with me. zHe has not left me alone, for aI always do the things that are pleasing to him. 30As he was saying these things, bmany believed in him.

The Truth Will Set You Free

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, cIf you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will dknow the truth, and the truth ewill set you free. 33They answered him, fWe are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, You will become free?

 34Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, geveryone who practices sin is a slave[2] to sin. 35hThe slave does not remain in the house forever; ithe son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet jyou seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38kI speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard lfrom your father.

You Are of Your Father the Devil

 39They answered him, mAbraham is our father. Jesus said to them, nIf you were Abrahams children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40but now oyou seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth pthat I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41You are doing the works your father did. They said to him, qWe were not born of sexual immorality. We have rone Fathereven God. 42Jesus said to them, sIf God were your Father, you would love me, for tI came from God and uI am here. vI came not of my own accord, but whe sent me. 43xWhy do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot ybear to hear my word. 44zYou are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your fathers desires. aHe was a murderer from the beginning, and bdoes not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. cWhen he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47dWhoever is of God hears the words of God. eThe reason why you do not hear them is that fyou are not of God.

Before Abraham Was, I Am

 48The Jews answered him, Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and ghave a demon? 49Jesus answered, I do not have a demon, but hI honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet iI do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, jI say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never ksee death. 52The Jews said to him, Now we know that you have a demon! lAbraham died, as did the prophets, yet myou say, If anyone keeps my word, he will never ntaste death. 53oAre you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be? 54Jesus answered, pIf I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. qIt is my Father who glorifies me, rof whom you say, He is our God.[3] 55But syou have not known him. tI know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be ua liar vlike you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56wYour father Abraham xrejoiced ythat he would see my day. zHe saw it and was glad. 57So the Jews said to him, You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?[4] 58Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, aI am. 59So bthey picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

 JOHN 9 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, cRabbi, dwho sinned, ethis man or fhis parents, that he was born blind? 3Jesus answered, It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but gthat the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must hwork the works of him who sent me iwhile it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, jI am the light of the world. 6Having said these things, khe spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. lThen he anointed the mans eyes with the mud 7and said to him, Go, wash in mthe pool of Siloam (which means Sent). So he went and washed and ncame back seeing.

 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, oIs this not the man who used to sit and beg? 9Some said, It is he. Others said, No, but he is like him. He kept saying, I am the man. 10So they said to him, Then how were your eyes opened? 11He answered, pThe man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed and received my sight. 12They said to him, Where is he? He said, I do not know.

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14qNow it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15rSo the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see. 16Some of the Pharisees said, This man is not sfrom God, tfor he does not keep the Sabbath. But others said, uHow can a man who is a sinner do such signs? And vthere was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes? He said, wHe is a prophet.

 18xThe Jews[1] did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see? 20His parents answered, We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself. 22(His parents said these things ybecause they feared the Jews, for zthe Jews had already agreed that if anyone should aconfess Jesus[2] to be Christ, bhe was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, cHe is of age; ask him.

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, dGive glory to God. We know that ethis man is a sinner. 25He answered, Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I fwas blind, now I see. 26They said to him, What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes? 27He answered them, gI have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples? 28And they reviled him, saying, You are his disciple, but hwe are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, iwe do not know where he comes from. 30The man answered, Why, this is jan amazing thing! kYou do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that lGod does not listen to sinners, but mif anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33nIf this man were not from God, he could do nothing. 34They answered him, oYou were born in utter sin, and would you teach us? And they pcast him out.

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, Do you believe in qthe Son of Man?[3] 36He answered, rAnd who is he, sir, that I may believe in him? 37Jesus said to him, You have seen him, and sit is he who is speaking to you. 38He said, Lord, I believe, and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, tFor judgment I came into this world, uthat those who do not see may see, and vthose who see may become blind. 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, wAre we also blind? 41Jesus said to them, If you were blind, xyou would have no guilt;[4] but now that you say, We see, your guilt remains.

	

I Am the Good Shepherd

 JOHN 10 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5yA stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers. 6This figure of speech Jesus zused with them, but they adid not understand what he was saying to them.

 7So Jesus again said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, bI am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, che will be saved and will go in and out and dfind pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and ekill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11fI am the good shepherd. The good shepherd glays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is ha hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and ileaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and jscatters them. 13He flees because khe is a hired hand and lcares nothing for the sheep. 14mI am the good shepherd. nI know my own and omy own know me, 15pjust as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and qI lay down my life for the sheep. 16And rI have other sheep that are not of this fold. sI must bring them also, and tthey will listen to my voice. So there will be uone flock, vone shepherd. 17wFor this reason the Father loves me, xbecause yI lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18zNo one takes it from me, but yI lay it down aof my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and bI have authority to take it up again. cThis charge I have received from my Father.

 19dThere was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20Many of them said, eHe has a demon, and fis insane; why listen to him? 21Others said, These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. gCan a demon open the eyes of the blind?

I and the Father Are One

 22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, hin the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are ithe Christ, jtell us plainly. 25Jesus answered them, I told you, and you do not believe. kThe works that I do lin my Fathers name bear witness about me, 26but myou do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27nMy sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28oI give them eternal life, and pthey will never perish, and qno one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, rwho has given them to me,[1] sis greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of tthe Fathers hand. 30uI and the Father are one.

 31vThe Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32Jesus answered them, I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me? 33The Jews answered him, It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but wfor blasphemy, because you, being a man, xmake yourself God. 34Jesus answered them, Is it not written in yyour Law, zI said, you are gods? 35If he called them gods to whom the word of God cameand Scripture cannot be abroken 36do you say of him whom bthe Father consecrated and csent into the world, You are blaspheming, because dI said, I am the Son of God? 37eIf I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38but if I do them, feven though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that gthe Father is in me and I am in the Father. 39hAgain they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.

 40He went away again across the Jordan to the place iwhere John had been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 41And many came to him. And they said, John did no sign, but jeverything that John said about this man was true. 42And kmany believed in him there.

The Death of Lazarus

 JOHN 11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of lMary and her sister Martha. 2mIt was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, Lord, nhe whom you love is ill. 4But when Jesus heard it he said, oThis illness does not lead to death. It is for pthe glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.

 5Now qJesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus[1] was ill, rhe stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, sLet us go to Judea again. 8The disciples said to him, tRabbi, uthe Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again? 9Jesus answered, vAre there not twelve hours in the day? wIf anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10But xif anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not xin him. 11After saying these things, he said to them, Our friend Lazarus yhas fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him. 12The disciples said to him, Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover. 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him. 16zSo Thomas, called the Twin,[2] said to his fellow disciples, Let us also go, athat we may die with him.

I Am the Resurrection and the Life

 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb bfour days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles[3] off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary cto console them concerning their brother. 20dSo when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to eJesus, Lord, fif you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, gGod will give you. 23Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise again. 24hMartha said to him, I know that he will rise again in ithe resurrection on the last day. 25Jesus said to her, jI am the resurrection and kthe life.[4] Whoever believes in me, lthough he die, myet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me nshall never die. Do you believe this? 27She said to him, Yes, Lord; oI believe that pyou are the Christ, the Son of God, qwho is coming into the world.

Jesus Weeps

 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, rThe Teacher is here and is calling for you. 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews swho were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, tLord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he uwas deeply moved[5] in his spirit and vgreatly troubled. 34And he said, Where have you laid him? They said to him, Lord, come and see. 35wJesus wept. 36So the Jews said, See xhow he loved him! 37But some of them said, Could not he ywho opened the eyes of the blind man zalso have kept this man from dying?

Jesus Raises Lazarus

 38Then Jesus, adeeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was ba cave, and ca stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for dhe has been dead four days. 40Jesus said to her, eDid I not tell you that if you believed you would see fthe glory of God? 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus glifted up his eyes and said, Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42hI knew that you always hear me, but I said this ion account of the people standing around, jthat they may believe that you sent me. 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, Lazarus, come out. 44kThe man who had died came out, lhis hands and feet bound with linen strips, and mhis face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, Unbind him, and let him go.

The Plot to Kill Jesus

 45nMany of the Jews therefore, owho had come with Mary and phad seen what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests and the Pharisees qgathered rthe council and said, sWhat are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and tthe Romans will come and take away both our uplace and our nation. 49But one of them, vCaiaphas, wwho was high priest that year, said to them, You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that xit is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish. 51He did not say this of his own accord, but ybeing high priest that year zhe prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52and anot for the nation only, but also bto gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they cmade plans to put him to death.

 54Jesus therefore dno longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples.

 55Now ethe Passover of the Jews was at hand, and fmany went up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover gto purify themselves. 56hThey were looking for[6] Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all? 57Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him.

Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany

 JOHN 12 Six days before ithe Passover, jJesus therefore came to Bethany, kwhere Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for him there. lMartha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3mMary therefore took a pound[1] of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii[2] and ngiven to the poor? 6He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and nhaving charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7Jesus said, Leave her alone, so that she may keep it[3] for the day of my burial. 8For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.

The Plot to Kill Lazarus

 9When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus[4] was there, they came, not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, owhom he had raised from the dead. 10pSo the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11because qon account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

The Triumphal Entry

 12The next day rthe large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of spalm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, tHosanna! Blessed is uhe who comes in the name of the Lord, even vthe King of Israel! 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,

 15 wFear not, daughter of Zion;

behold, your king is coming,

sitting on a donkeys colt!

 16xHis disciples did not understand these things at first, but ywhen Jesus was glorified, then zthey remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17aThe crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him bwas that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, cYou see that you are gaining nothing. Look, dthe world has gone after him.

Some Greeks Seek Jesus

 20Now eamong those who went up to worship at the feast were some fGreeks. 21So these came to gPhilip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, Sir, we wish to see Jesus. 22Philip went and told hAndrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, iThe hour has come jfor the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, kunless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25lWhoever loves his life loses it, and mwhoever nhates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must ofollow me; and pwhere I am, there will my servant be also. qIf anyone serves me, rthe Father will honor him.

The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up

 27sNow is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? Father, tsave me from uthis hour? But vfor this purpose I have come to uthis hour. 28Father, glorify your name. Then wa voice came from heaven: I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again. 29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, xAn angel has spoken to him. 30Jesus answered, yThis voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31zNow is the judgment of this world; now will athe ruler of this world bbe cast out. 32And I, cwhen I am lifted up from the earth, dwill draw eall people to myself. 33He said this fto show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, We have heard from the Law that gthe Christ remains forever. How can you say that hthe Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man? 35So Jesus said to them, iThe light is among you jfor a little while longer. kWalk while you have the light, lest darkness lovertake you. mThe one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become nsons of light.

The Unbelief of the People

 When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38oso that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

 pLord, who has believed what he heard from us,

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

 39Therefore they qcould not believe. For again Isaiah said,

 40 rHe has blinded their eyes

and shardened their heart,

lest they see with their eyes,

and understand with their heart, and turn,

and I would heal them.

 41Isaiah said these things because the saw his glory and uspoke of him. 42Nevertheless, vmany even of the authorities believed in him, but wfor fear of the Pharisees they did not xconfess it, so that they would not be xput out of the synagogue; 43yfor they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.

Jesus Came to Save the World

 44And Jesus cried out and said, zWhoever believes in me, believes not in me but ain him who sent me. 45And bwhoever csees me sees him who sent me. 46dI have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47If anyone ehears my words and does not keep them, fI do not judge him; for gI did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48hThe one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; ithe word that I have spoken will judge him jon the last day. 49For kI have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father lwho sent me has himself given me ma commandmentwhat to say and what to speak. 50And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.

Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet

 JOHN 13 Now nbefore othe Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that phis hour had come qto depart out of this world to the Father, rhaving loved shis own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During supper, when tthe devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simons son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing uthat the Father had given all things into his hands, and that vhe had come from God and wwas going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, xtied it around his waist. 5Then he ypoured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, Lord, do you wash my feet? 7zJesus answered him, What I am doing ayou do not understand now, but afterward you will understand. 8bPeter said to him, You shall never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, cIf I do not wash you, you have no share with me. 9Simon Peter said to him, Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head! 10Jesus said to him, The one who has bathed does not need to wash, dexcept for his feet,[1] but is completely clean. And eyou[2] are clean, fbut not every one of you. 11gFor he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, Not all of you are clean.

 12When he had washed their feet and hput on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, iDo you understand what I have done to you? 13jYou call me kTeacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, lyou also ought to wash one anothers feet. 15For I have given you an example, mthat you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, na servant[3] is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, oblessed are you if you do them. 18pI am not speaking of all of you; I know qwhom I have chosen. But rthe Scripture will be fulfilled,[4] sHe who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me. 19tI am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, uwhoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.

One of You Will Betray Me

 21After saying these things, vJesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, wTruly, truly, I say to you, xone of you will betray me. 22yThe disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23zOne of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table aat Jesus side,[5] 24so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus[6] of whom he was speaking. 25bSo that disciple, cleaning back against Jesus, said to him, Lord, who is it? 26Jesus answered, dIt is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread ewhen I have dipped it. So when he had dipped the morsel, fhe gave it to Judas, gthe son of Simon Iscariot. 27Then after he had taken the morsel, hSatan entered into him. Jesus said to him, iWhat you are going to do, do quickly. 28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, jbecause Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, Buy what we need kfor the feast, or that he should lgive something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. mAnd it was night.

A New Commandment

 31When he had gone out, Jesus said, nNow is the Son of Man glorified, and oGod is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, pGod will also glorify him in himself, and qglorify him at once. 33Little children, ryet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just sas I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, Where I am going you cannot come. 34tA new commandment uI give to you, vthat you love one another: wjust as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35xBy this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

Jesus Foretells Peters Denial

 36Simon Peter said to him, Lord, where are you going? yJesus answered him, Where I am going zyou cannot follow me now, abut you will follow afterward. 37bPeter said to him, Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you. 38Jesus answered, Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, cthe rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life

 JOHN 14 dLet not your hearts be troubled. eBelieve in God;[1] believe also in me. 2In fmy Fathers house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that gI go to prepare a place for you?[2] 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you hto myself, that iwhere I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.[3] 5jThomas said to him, Lord, kwe do not know where you are going. How can we know the way? 6Jesus said to him, I am lthe way, and mthe truth, and nthe life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7oIf you had known me, you would have pknown my Father also.[4] From now on you do know him and qhave seen him.

 8rPhilip said to him, Lord, sshow us the Father, and it is enough for us. 9Jesus said to him, Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? tWhoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, Show us the Father? 10Do you not believe that uI am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you vI do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that uI am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else wbelieve on account of the works themselves.

 12Truly, truly, I say to you, xwhoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I yam going to the Father. 13zWhatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that athe Father may be glorified in the Son. 14zIf you ask me[5] anything in my name, I will do it.

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

 15bIf you love me, you will ckeep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another dHelper,[6] to be with you forever, 17even ethe Spirit of truth, fwhom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and gwill be[7] in you.

 18I will not leave you as orphans; hI will come to you. 19iYet a little while and the world will see me no more, but jyou will see me. kBecause I live, you also will live. 20lIn that day you will know that mI am in my Father, and nyou in me, and oI in you. 21pWhoever has my commandments and qkeeps them, he it is who loves me. And rhe who loves me swill be loved by my Father, and I will love him and tmanifest myself to him. 22uJudas (not Iscariot) said to him, Lord, how is it vthat you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world? 23Jesus answered him, wIf anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and xwe will come to him and ymake our home with him. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And zthe word that you hear is not mine but the Fathers who sent me.

 25These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26But the aHelper, the Holy Spirit, bwhom the Father will send in my name, che will teach you all things and dbring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27ePeace I leave with you; fmy peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. gLet not your hearts be troubled, neither hlet them be afraid. 28iYou heard me say to you, jI am going away, and I will come to you. If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I kam going to the Father, for lthe Father is greater than I. 29And mnow I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30I will no longer talk much with you, for nthe ruler of this world is coming. oHe has no claim on me, 31but I do pas the Father has commanded me, qso that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

I Am the True Vine

 JOHN 15 I am the rtrue vine, and my Father is sthe vinedresser. 2tEvery branch in me that does not bear fruit uhe takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, vthat it may bear more fruit. 3Already wyou are clean xbecause of the word that I have spoken to you. 4yAbide zin me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; ayou are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bbears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me che is thrown away like a branch and withers; dand the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If eyou abide in me, and my words abide in you, fask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8gBy this my Father is glorified, that you hbear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9iAs the Father has loved me, jso have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10kIf you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as lI have kept mmy Fathers commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, nthat my joy may be in you, and that oyour joy may be full.

 12pThis is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13qGreater love has no one than this, rthat someone lay down his life for his friends. 14You are smy friends tif you do what I command you. 15uNo longer do I call you servants,[1] for the servant[2] wdoes not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for xall that I have heard from my Father yI have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but zI chose you and appointed you that you should go and abear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that bwhatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, cso that you will love one another.

The Hatred of the World

 18dIf the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19eIf you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because fyou are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I said to you: gA servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, hthey will also persecute you. iIf they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21But jall these things they will do to you kon account of my name, lbecause they do not know him who sent me. 22If I had not come and spoken to them, mthey would not have been guilty of sin,[3] but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23nWhoever hates me hates my Father also. 24oIf I had not done among them the works that no one else did, mthey would not be guilty of sin, but now they have pseen and hated both me and my Father. 25But qthe word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: rThey hated me without a cause.

 26But swhen the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, the will bear witness about me. 27And uyou also will bear witness, vbecause you have been with me wfrom the beginning.

 JOHN 16 I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2xThey will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, ythe hour is coming when zwhoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3And they will do these things abecause they have not known the Father, nor me. 4But bI have said these things to you, that when ctheir hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.

The Work of the Holy Spirit

I did not say these things to you from the beginning, dbecause I was with you. 5But now eI am going to him who sent me, and fnone of you asks me, Where are you going? 6But because I have said these things to you, gsorrow has filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for hif I do not go away, ithe Helper will not come to you. But jif kI go, lI will send him to you. 8mAnd when he comes, he will nconvict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9concerning sin, obecause they do not believe in me; 10pconcerning righteousness, qbecause I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11rconcerning judgment, because the ruler of this world sis judged.

 12I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When tthe Spirit of truth comes, uhe will vguide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but wwhatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will xglorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15yAll that the Father has is mine; ztherefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy

 16aA little while, and you will see me no longer; and bagain a little while, and you will see me. 17So csome of his disciples said to one another, What is this that he says to us, dA little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me; and, ebecause I am going to the Father? 18So they were saying, What does he mean by a little while? fWe do not know what he is talking about. 19gJesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, hyou will weep and lament, but ithe world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but jyour sorrow will turn into joy. 21kWhen a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22lSo also you have sorrow now, but mI will see you again, and nyour hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 23oIn that day you will pask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, qwhatever you ask of the Father in my name, rhe will give it to you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in my name. sAsk, and you will receive, tthat your joy may be full.

I Have Overcome the World

 25I have said these things to you in figures of speech. uThe hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27vfor the Father himself loves you, because wyou have loved me and xhave believed that I came from God.[1] 28yI came from the Father and have come into the world, and now zI am leaving the world and going to the Father.

 29His disciples said, Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not ausing figurative speech! 30Now we know that byou know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that cyou came from God. 31Jesus answered them, Do you now believe? 32Behold, dthe hour is coming, indeed it has come, when eyou will be scattered, each to his own home, and fwill leave me alone. gYet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that hin me you may have peace. iIn the world you will have jtribulation. But ktake heart; lI have overcome the world.

The High Priestly Prayer

 JOHN 17 When Jesus had spoken these words, mhe lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, nthe hour has come; oglorify your Son that the Son may pglorify you, 2since qyou have given him authority over all flesh, rto give eternal life to all swhom you have given him. 3tAnd this is eternal life, uthat they know you vthe only wtrue God, and xJesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I yglorified you on earth, zhaving accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, aglorify me in your own presence with the glory bthat I had with you cbefore the world existed.

 6dI have manifested your name to the people ewhom you gave me out of the world. fYours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything fthat you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them gthe words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that hI came from you; and ithey have believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. jI am not praying for the world but for those kwhom you have given me, for lthey are yours. 10mAll mine are yours, and yours are mine, and nI am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but othey are in the world, and pI am coming to you. qHoly Father, rkeep them in your name, swhich you have given me, tthat they may be one, ueven as we are one. 12vWhile I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have wguarded them, and xnot one of them has been lost except ythe son of destruction, zthat the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now aI am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have bmy joy fulfilled in themselves. 14cI have given them your word, and dthe world has hated them ebecause they are not of the world, fjust as I am not of the world. 15I gdo not ask that you htake them out of the world, but that you ikeep them from jthe evil one.[1] 16kThey are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17lSanctify them[2] in the truth; myour word is truth. 18nAs you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And ofor their sake pI consecrate myself,[3] that they also qmay be sanctified[4] in truth.

 20I do not rask for these only, but also for those swho will believe in me through their word, 21tthat they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that uthey also may be in vus, so that the world wmay believe that you have sent me. 22xThe glory that you have given me yI have given to them, tthat they may be one even as we are one, 23zI in them and you in me, athat they may become perfectly one, bso that the world may know that you sent me and cloved them even as dyou loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be ewith me fwhere I am, gto see my glory that you have given me because you loved me hbefore the foundation of the world. 25iO righteous Father, even though jthe world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26kI made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love lwith which you have loved me may be in them, and mI in them.

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

 JOHN 18 When Jesus had spoken these words, nhe went out with his disciples across othe brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew pthe place, for qJesus often met there with his disciples. 3rSo Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, sknowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, tWhom do you seek? 5They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus said to them, I am he.[1] Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6uWhen Jesus[2] said to them, I am he, they drew back and fell to the ground. 7So he asked them again, tWhom do you seek? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8Jesus answered, I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go. 9vThis was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one. 10Then Simon Peter, whaving a sword, drew it and struck the high priests servant[3] and cut off his right ear. (The servants name was Malchus.) 11So Jesus said to Peter, Put your sword into its sheath; xshall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?

Jesus Faces Annas and Caiaphas

 12So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews[4] arrested Jesus and bound him. 13First they yled him to zAnnas, for he was the father-in-law of aCaiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews bthat it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.

Peter Denies Jesus

 15cSimon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16dbut Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17eThe servant girl at the door said to Peter, You also are not one of this mans disciples, are you? He said, I am not. 18Now the servants[5] and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. fPeter also was with them, standing and warming himself.

The High Priest Questions Jesus

 19gThe high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20Jesus answered him, I have spoken hopenly ito the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. jI have said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said. 22When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, kIs that how you answer the high priest? 23Jesus answered him, If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me? 24lAnnas then sent him bound to lCaiaphas the high priest.

Peter Denies Jesus Again

 25mNow Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, You also are not one of his disciples, are you? He denied it and said, I am not. 26One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of nthe man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, Did I not see you oin the garden with him? 27Peter again denied it, and pat once a rooster crowed.

Jesus Before Pilate

 28qThen they led Jesus rfrom the house of Caiaphas to sthe governors headquarters.[6] It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governors headquarters, tso that they would not be defiled, ubut could eat the Passover. 29vSo Pilate went outside to them and said, What accusation do you bring against this man? 30They answered him, If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you. 31Pilate said to them, wTake him yourselves and judge him by your own law. The Jews said to him, It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death. 32xThis was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken yto show by what kind of death he was going to die.

My Kingdom Is Not of This World

 33zSo Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, aAre you the King of the Jews? 34Jesus answered, Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me? 35Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done? 36Jesus answered, bMy kingdom cis not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, dmy servants would have been fighting, that eI might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world. 37Then Pilate said to him, So you are a king? Jesus answered, fYou say that I am a king. gFor this purpose I was born and for this purpose hI have come into the worldito bear witness to the truth. jEveryone who is kof the truth llistens to my voice. 38Pilate said to him, What is truth?

After he had said this, mhe went back outside to the Jews and told them, nI find no guilt in him. 39oBut you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews? 40They cried out again, pNot this man, but Barabbas! Now Barabbas was a robber.[7]

Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified

 JOHN 19 Then Pilate took Jesus and qflogged him. 2rAnd the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came up to him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! and struck him with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that sI find no guilt in him. 5So Jesus came out, wearing tthe crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, uBehold the man! 6When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, Crucify him, crucify him! Pilate said to them, vTake him yourselves and crucify him, for wI find no guilt in him. 7The Jews[1] answered him, We have a law, and xaccording to that law he ought to die because yhe has made himself the Son of God. 8When Pilate heard this statement, zhe was even more afraid. 9aHe entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, bWhere are you from? But cJesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to him, You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you? 11Jesus answered him, dYou would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore ehe who delivered me over to you fhas the greater sin.

 12From then on gPilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, If you release this man, you are not Caesars friend. hEveryone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar. 13So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on ithe judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic[2] Gabbatha. 14Now it was jthe day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour.[3] He said to the Jews, kBehold your King! 15They cried out, lAway with him, away with him, crucify him! Pilate said to them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 16mSo he ndelivered him over to them to be crucified.

The Crucifixion

 So they took Jesus, 17and ohe went out, pbearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18qThere they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19Pilate ralso wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, for sthe place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, Do not write, The King of the Jews, but rather, This man said, I am King of the Jews. 22Pilate answered, tWhat I have written I have written.

 23uWhen the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic.[4] But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24so they said to one another, Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be. vThis was to fulfill the Scripture which says,

 wThey divided my garments among them,

and for my clothing they cast lots.

So the soldiers did these things, 25xbut standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mothers sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and ythe disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, zWoman, behold, your son! 27Then he said to the disciple, Behold, your mother! And from that hour the disciple took her to ahis own home.

The Death of Jesus

 28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now bfinished, said (vto fulfill the Scripture), cI thirst. 29A jar full of sour wine stood there, dso they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, eIt is finished, and he bowed his head and fgave up his spirit.

Jesus Side Is Pierced

 31Since it was gthe day of Preparation, and hso that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was ia high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other jwho had been crucified with him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out kblood and water. 35lHe who saw it has borne witnessmhis testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truthnthat you also may believe. 36oFor these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: pNot one of his bones qwill be broken. 37And again another Scripture says, rThey will look on him whom they have pierced.

Jesus Is Buried

 38sAfter these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly tfor fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39uNicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus[5] by night, came vbringing a mixture of wmyrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds[6] in weight. 40So they took the body of Jesus and xbound it in ylinen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a zgarden, and ain the garden a new tomb bin which no one had yet been laid. 42So because of the Jewish cday of Preparation, dsince the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

The Resurrection

 JOHN 20 eNow on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that fthe stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, gthe one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and hwe do not know where they have laid him. 3iSo Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw jthe linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and kthe face cloth, which had been on Jesus[1] head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, lwho had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet mthey did not understand the Scripture, nthat he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And oshe saw ptwo angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, qWoman, why are you weeping? She said to them, rThey have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him. 14Having said this, she turned around and ssaw Jesus standing, tbut she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, uWoman, why are you weeping? vWhom are you seeking? Supposing him to be wthe gardener, she said to him, Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away. 16Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned and said to him in Aramaic,[2] xRabboni! (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to ymy brothers and say to them, zI am ascending to my Father and your Father, to amy God and your God. 18Mary Magdalene bwent and announced to the disciples, I have seen the Lordand that he had said these things to her.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

 19cOn the evening dof that day, the first day of the week, ethe doors being locked where the disciples were ffor fear of the Jews,[3] Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, gPeace be with you. 20When he had said this, hhe showed them his hands and his side. Then ithe disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, Peace be with you. As jthe Father has sent me, keven so I am sending you. 22And when he had said this, he lbreathed on them and said to them, mReceive the Holy Spirit. 23nIf you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.

Jesus and Thomas

 24Now oThomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin,[4] was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, pUnless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. qAlthough the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, qPeace be with you. 27Then he said to Thomas, rPut your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe. 28Thomas answered him, sMy Lord and my God! 29Jesus said to him, Have you believed because you have seen me? tBlessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.

The Purpose of This Book

 30uNow Jesus did many other signs vin the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31wbut these are written so that you may xbelieve that Jesus is the Christ, ythe Son of God, and that by believing zyou may have life ain his name.

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples

 JOHN 21 After this Jesus brevealed himself cagain to the disciples by dthe Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, eThomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of fCana in Galilee, gthe sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, I am going fishing. They said to him, We will go with you. They went out and got into the boat, but hthat night they caught nothing.

 4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples idid not know that it was Jesus. 5jJesus said to them, Children, do you have any fish? They answered him, No. 6kHe said to them, Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some. So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7That disciple lwhom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, It is the Lord! When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, mhe put on his outer garment, for he was nstripped for work, and othrew himself into the sea. 8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards[1] off.

 9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, Bring some of the fish that you have just caught. 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, pCome and qhave breakfast. Now rnone of the disciples dared ask him, Who are you? They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and stook the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14tThis was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Jesus and Peter

 15When they had ufinished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, vSimon, wson of John, xdo you love me more than these? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you know that I love you. He said to him, Feed ymy lambs. 16He said to him a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love me? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you know that I love you. He said to him, zTend ymy sheep. 17He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love me? Peter was grieved because he said to him athe third time, Do you love me? and he said to him, Lord, byou know everything; you know that I love you. Jesus said to him, Feed cmy sheep. 18dTruly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, eyou used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go. 19(This he said to show fby what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, gFollow me.

Jesus and the Beloved Apostle

 20Peter turned and saw hthe disciple whom Jesus loved following them, ithe one who also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, Lord, who is it that is going to betray you? 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, Lord, what about this man? 22Jesus said to him, If it is my will that he remain juntil kI come, what is that to you? lYou follow me! 23So the saying spread abroad among mthe brothers[2] that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?

 24This is the disciple nwho is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and owe know pthat his testimony is true.

 25Now qthere are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that rthe world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for John, Chapter 1

[1] 1:4 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him

[2] 1:11 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people

[3] 1:11 People is implied in Greek

[4] 1:16 Or grace in place of grace

[5] 1:18 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son

[6] 1:18 Greek in the bosom of the Father

[7] 1:23 Or crying out, In the wilderness make straight

[8] 1:39 That is, about 4 P.M.

[9] 1:40 Greek him

[10] 1:42 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively

[11] 1:51 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse


Footnotes for John, Chapter 2

[1] 2:6 Greek two or three measures (metrē;tas); a metrē;tē;s was about 10 gallons or 35 liters

[2] 2:12 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters

[3] 2:20 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago


Footnotes for John, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Greek him

[2] 3:3 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both again and from above; also verse 7

[3] 3:6 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit

[4] 3:7 The Greek for you is plural here

[5] 3:8 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit

[6] 3:11 The Greek for you is plural here; also four times in verse 12

[7] 3:13 Some manuscripts add who is in heaven

[8] 3:15 Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15

[9] 3:16 Or For this is how God loved the world

[10] 3:30 Some interpreters hold that the quotation continues through verse 36


Footnotes for John, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 That is, about noon

[2] 4:14 Greek forever

[3] 4:48 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse

[4] 4:51 Greek bondservants

[5] 4:52 That is, at 1 P.M.


Footnotes for John, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 Or Hebrew

[2] 5:2 Some manuscripts Bethsaida

[3] 5:3 Some manuscripts insert, wholly or in part, waiting for the moving of the water; 4for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred the water: whoever stepped in first after the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had

[4] 5:10 The Greek word Ioudaioi refers specifically here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, who opposed Jesus in that time; also verses 15, 16, 18

[5] 5:19 Greek he


Footnotes for John, Chapter 6

[1] 6:7 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[2] 6:19 Greek twenty-five or thirty stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters

[3] 6:58 Greek lacks the bread

[4] 6:59 Greek He


Footnotes for John, Chapter 7

[1] 7:1 Or Judeans; Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time

[2] 7:3 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 5, 10

[3] 7:8 Some manuscripts add yet

[4] 7:15 Or this man knows his letters

[5] 7:17 Greek his

[6] 7:38 Or let him come to me, and let him who believes in me drink. As

[7] 7:53 Some manuscripts do not include 7:538:11; others add the passage here or after 7:36 or after 21:25 or after Luke 21:38, with variations in the text


Footnotes for John, Chapter 8

[1] 8:16 Some manuscripts he

[2] 8:34 Greek bondservant; also verse 35

[3] 8:54 Some manuscripts your God

[4] 8:57 Some manuscripts has Abraham seen you?


Footnotes for John, Chapter 9

[1] 9:18 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also verse 22

[2] 9:22 Greek him

[3] 9:35 Some manuscripts the Son of God

[4] 9:41 Greek you would not have sin


Footnotes for John, Chapter 10

[1] 10:29 Some manuscripts What my Father has given to me


Footnotes for John, Chapter 11

[1] 11:6 Greek he; also verse 17

[2] 11:16 Greek Didymus

[3] 11:18 Greek fifteen stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters

[4] 11:25 Some manuscripts omit and the life

[5] 11:33 Or was indignant; also verse 38

[6] 11:56 Greek were seeking for


Footnotes for John, Chapter 12

[1] 12:3 Greek litra; a litra (or Roman pound) was equal to about 11 1/2 ounces or 327 grams

[2] 12:5 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[3] 12:7 Or Leave her alone; she intended to keep it

[4] 12:9 Greek he


Footnotes for John, Chapter 13

[1] 13:10 Some manuscripts omit except for his feet

[2] 13:10 The Greek words for you in this verse are plural

[3] 13:16 Greek bondservant

[4] 13:18 Greek But in order that the Scripture may be fulfilled

[5] 13:23 Greek in the bosom of Jesus

[6] 13:24 Greek lacks Jesus


Footnotes for John, Chapter 14

[1] 14:1 Or You believe in God

[2] 14:2 Or In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you

[3] 14:4 Some manuscripts Where I am going you know, and the way you know

[4] 14:7 Or If you know me, you will know my Father also, or If you have known me, you will know my Father also

[5] 14:14 Some manuscripts omit me

[6] 14:16 Or Advocate, or Counselor; also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7

[7] 14:17 Some manuscripts and is


Footnotes for John, Chapter 15

[1] 15:15 Greek bondservants

[2] 15:15 Greek bondservant; also verse 20

[3] 15:22 Greek they would not have sin; also verse 24


Footnotes for John, Chapter 16

[1] 16:27 Some manuscripts from the Father


Footnotes for John, Chapter 17

[1] 17:15 Or from evil

[2] 17:17 Greek Set them apart (for holy service to God)

[3] 17:19 Or I sanctify myself; or I set myself apart (for holy service to God)

[4] 17:19 Greek may be set apart (for holy service to God)


Footnotes for John, Chapter 18

[1] 18:5 Greek I am; also verses 6, 8

[2] 18:6 Greek he

[3] 18:10 Greek bondservant; twice in this verse

[4] 18:12 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also verses 14, 31, 36, 38

[5] 18:18 Greek bondservants; also verse 26

[6] 18:28 Greek the praetorium

[7] 18:40 Or an insurrectionist


Footnotes for John, Chapter 19

[1] 19:7 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also verses 12, 14, 31, 38

[2] 19:13 Or Hebrew; also verses 17, 20

[3] 19:14 That is, about noon

[4] 19:23 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin

[5] 19:39 Greek him

[6] 19:39 Greek one hundred litras; a litra (or Roman pound) was equal to about 11 1/2 ounces or 327 grams


Footnotes for John, Chapter 20

[1] 20:7 Greek his

[2] 20:16 Or Hebrew

[3] 20:19 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time

[4] 20:24 Greek Didymus


Footnotes for John, Chapter 21

[1] 21:8 Greek two hundred cubits; a cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

[2] 21:23 Or brothers and sisters


	

Cross-references

Cross-references for John, Chapter 1
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Acts

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

 ACTS 1 In the first book, O aTheophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began bto do and teach, 2until the day when che was taken up, after he dhad given commands ethrough the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3fHe presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

 4And while staying[1] with them ghe ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, you heard from me; 5for hJohn baptized with water, hbut you will be baptized iwith[2] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.

The Ascension

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, Lord, jwill you at this time krestore the kingdom to Israel? 7He said to them, lIt is not for you to know mtimes or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive npower owhen the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and pyou will be qmy witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and rSamaria, and sto the end of the earth. 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, the was lifted up, and ua cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, vtwo wmen stood by them in xwhite robes, 11and said, yMen of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, zwill acome in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas

 12Then bthey returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath days journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to cthe upper room, where they were staying, dPeter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon ethe Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these fwith one accord gwere devoting themselves to prayer, together with hthe women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and ihis brothers.[3]

 15In those days Peter stood up among jthe brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16Brothers, kthe Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, lwho became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For mhe was numbered among us and was allotted his share in nthis ministry. 18(Now this man oacquired a field with pthe reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong[4] he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called qin their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

 rMay his camp become desolate,

and let there be no one to dwell in it;

and

 sLet another take his office.

 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during tall the time that the Lord Jesus uwent in and out among us, 22vbeginning from the baptism of John until the day when whe was taken up from usone of these men must become with us xa witness to his resurrection. 23And they put forward two, Joseph called yBarsabbas, who was also called zJustus, and aMatthias. 24And bthey prayed and said, You, Lord, cwho know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in dthis ministry and eapostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place. 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

The Coming of the Holy Spirit

 ACTS 2 When fthe day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like ga mighty rushing wind, and hit filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues ias of fire appeared to them and rested[1] on each one of them. 4And they were all jfilled with the Holy Spirit and began kto speak in other tongues las the Spirit gave them utterance.

 5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6And mat this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7And nthey were amazed and astonished, saying, Are not all these who are speaking oGalileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9Parthians and pMedes and qElamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and rproselytes, Cretans and Arabianswe hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God. 12And sall were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, What does this mean? 13But others tmocking said, They are filled with new wine.

Peters Sermon at Pentecost

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, usince it is only the third hour of the day.[2] 16But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:

 17 vAnd in the last days it shall be, God declares,

wthat I will pour out my Spirit xon all flesh,

and your sons and yyour daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams;

18 even on my male servants[3] and female servants

in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and zthey shall prophesy.

19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above

and signs on the earth below,

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;

20 athe sun shall be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood,

before bthe day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

21 And it shall come to pass that ceveryone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

 22Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, da man attested to you by God ewith fmighty works and wonders and signs that gGod did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know 23this Jesus,[4] hdelivered up according to ithe definite plan and jforeknowledge of God, kyou crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24lGod raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because mit was not possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him,

 nI saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

my flesh also will dwell oin hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to pHades,

qor let your rHoly One ssee corruption.

28 You have made known to me the paths of life;

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.

 29Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about tthe patriarch David uthat he both died and vwas buried, and whis tomb is with us to this day. 30xBeing therefore a prophet, and knowing that yGod had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that zhe was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus aGod raised up, band of that we all are witnesses. 33cBeing therefore dexalted at the right hand of God, and having received from ethe Father fthe promise of the Holy Spirit, ghe has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For hDavid did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,

 iThe Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand,

35 until I make your enemies your footstool.

 36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that jGod has made him kboth Lord and Christ, this Jesus lwhom you crucified.

 37Now when mthey heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brothers, nwhat shall we do? 38And Peter said to them, oRepent and pbe baptized every one of you qin the name of Jesus Christ rfor the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive sthe gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For tthe promise is for you and ufor your children and for all vwho are far off, everyone wwhom the Lord our God calls to himself. 40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, xSave yourselves from this ycrooked generation. 41So those who received his word were baptized, and zthere were added that day about three thousand souls.

The Fellowship of the Believers

 42And athey devoted themselves to the apostles bteaching and the cfellowship, to dthe breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe[5] came upon every soul, and emany wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and fhad all things in common. 45And fthey were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, gattending the temple htogether and ibreaking bread in their homes, they received their food jwith glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and khaving favor with all the people. And the Lord ladded to their number mday by day those who nwere being saved.

The Lame Beggar Healed

 ACTS 3 Now Peter and John were ogoing up to the temple at pthe hour of prayer, qthe ninth hour.[1] 2And a man rlame from birth was being carried, swhom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate tto ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, Look at us. 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, uI have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. vIn the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk! 7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8And wleaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9And xall the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

Peter Speaks in Solomons Portico

 11yWhile he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in zthe portico called Solomons. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13aThe God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, bthe God of our fathers, cglorified his servant[2] Jesus, whom dyou delivered over and edenied in the presence of Pilate, fwhen he had decided to release him. 14But you denied gthe Holy and hRighteous One, and iasked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed jthe Author of life, kwhom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And lhis nameby mfaith in his namehas made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is nthrough Jesus[3] has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.

 17And now, brothers, I know that oyou acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what God pforetold qby the mouth of all the prophets, that rhis Christ would ssuffer, he thus fulfilled. 19tRepent therefore, and uturn back, that vyour sins may be blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ wappointed for you, Jesus, 21xwhom heaven must receive until the time for yrestoring all the things about which zGod spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22Moses said, The Lord God will raise up for you aa prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen bto him in whatever he tells you. 23And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet cshall be destroyed from the people. 24And dall the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25eYou are the sons of the prophets and of fthe covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, gAnd in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 26hGod, ihaving raised up his servant, sent him to you first, jto bless you kby turning every one of you from your wickedness.

Peter and John Before the Council

 ACTS 4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and lthe captain of the temple and mthe Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming nin Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and oput them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and pthe number of the men came to about five thousand.

 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with qAnnas the high priest and rCaiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, sBy what power or tby what name did you do this? 8Then Peter, ufilled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today vconcerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that wby the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, xwhom God raised from the deadby him this man is standing before you well. 11yThis Jesus[1] is the stone that was zrejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.[2] 12And there is asalvation bin no one else, for cthere is no other dname under heaven given among men[3] by which we must be saved.

 13eNow when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14But seeing the man who was healed fstanding beside them, gthey had nothing to say in opposition. 15But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16saying, hWhat shall we do with these men? For that ia notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them jto speak no more to anyone in this name. 18So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered them, kWhether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20for lwe cannot but speak of what mwe have seen and heard. 21And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, nbecause of the people, for all were praising God ofor what had happened. 22For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.

The Believers Pray for Boldness

 23When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24And when they heard it, they lifted their voices ptogether to God and said, Sovereign Lord, qwho made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25who through the mouth of our father David, your servant,[4] said by the Holy Spirit,

 rWhy did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples plot in vain?

26 The kings of the earth set themselves,

and sthe rulers were gathered together,

against the Lord and against his tAnointed[5]

 27for truly in this city there were gathered together against your uholy servant Jesus, vwhom you anointed, both wHerod and xPontius Pilate, along ywith the Gentiles and zthe peoples of Israel, 28ato do whatever your hand and byour plan had predestined to take place. 29And now, Lord, clook upon their threats and grant to your servants[6] to continue to speak your word with all dboldness, 30while eyou stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed fthrough the name of your gholy servant Jesus. 31And when they had prayed, hthe place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and ithey were all filled with the Holy Spirit and jcontinued to speak the word of God with boldness.

They Had Everything in Common

 32Now the full number of those who believed were of kone heart and lsoul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but mthey had everything in common. 33And with great npower the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and ogreat grace was upon them all. 34pThere was not a needy person among them, for qas many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and rlaid it at the apostles feet, and sit was distributed to each as any had need. 36Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means tson of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and ulaid it at the apostles feet.

Ananias and Sapphira

 ACTS 5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2and with his wifes knowledge vhe kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and wlaid it at the apostles feet. 3But Peter said, Ananias, why has xSatan filled your heart to lie yto the Holy Spirit and zto keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but ato God. 5When Ananias heard these words, he bfell down and breathed his last. And cgreat fear came upon all who heard of it. 6The young men rose and dwrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.

 7After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8And Peter said to her, Tell me whether you[1] sold the land for so much. And she said, Yes, for so much. 9But Peter said to her, How is it that you have agreed together eto test fthe Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out. 10Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11And ggreat fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things.

Many Signs and Wonders Done

 12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people hby the hands of the apostles. And they were all itogether in jSolomons Portico. 13None of the rest dared join them, but kthe people held them in high esteem. 14And lmore than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15mso that they even ncarried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by oat least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, pbringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

The Apostles Arrested and Freed

 17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of qthe Sadducees), and filled with rjealousy 18they arrested the apostles and sput them in the public prison. 19But during the night tan angel of the Lord uopened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all vthe words of wthis xLife. 21And when they heard this, ythey entered the temple zat daybreak and began to teach.

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside. 24Now when athe captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25And someone came and told them, Look! The men whom you put in prison bare standing in the temple and teaching the people. 26Then cthe captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for dthey were afraid of being stoned by the people.

 27And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, 28saying, eWe strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you fintend to bring this mans blood upon us. 29But Peter and the apostles answered, gWe must obey God rather than men. 30hThe God of our fathers iraised Jesus, jwhom you killed by hanging him on ka tree. 31God exalted lhim at his right hand as mLeader and nSavior, oto give prepentance to Israel and oforgiveness of sins. 32And qwe are witnesses to these things, and rso is the Holy Spirit, swhom God has given to those who obey him.

 33When they heard this, they twere enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named uGamaliel, va teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For wbefore these days Theudas rose up, xclaiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of ythe census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for zif this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but aif it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You bmight even be found opposing God! So they took his advice, 40and cwhen they had called in the apostles, dthey beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, erejoicing that they were counted worthy fto suffer dishonor for gthe name. 42And every day, hin the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and ipreaching jthat the Christ is Jesus.

Seven Chosen to Serve

 ACTS 6 Now in these days kwhen the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists[1] arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in lthe daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3mTherefore, brothers,[2] pick out from among you seven men nof good repute, ofull of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But pwe will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, qa man full of faith and rof the Holy Spirit, and sPhilip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, ta proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and uthey prayed and vlaid their hands on them.

 7And wthe word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests xbecame obedient to ythe faith.

Stephen Is Seized

 8And Stephen, full of grace and zpower, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10But athey could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11Then bthey secretly instigated men who said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God. 12And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13and they cset up false dwitnesses who said, This man never ceases to speak words against ethis holy place and the law, 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth fwill destroy this place and will gchange hthe customs that Moses delivered to us. 15And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face iwas like the face of an angel.

Stephens Speech

 ACTS 7 And the high priest said, Are these things so? 2And Stephen said:

jBrothers and fathers, hear me. kThe God lof glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, mbefore he lived in Haran, 3and said to him, nGo out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you. 4mThen he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And oafter his father died, pGod removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. 5Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foots length, but promised qto give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, rthough he had no child. 6And God spoke to this effectthat shis offspring would tbe sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict them ufour hundred years. 7But vI will judge the nation that they serve, said God, and after that they shall come out wand worship me in this place. 8And xhe gave him the covenant of circumcision. And yso Abraham became the father of Isaac, and zcircumcised him on the eighth day, and aIsaac became the father of Jacob, and bJacob of the twelve patriarchs.

 9And the patriarchs, cjealous of Joseph, dsold him into Egypt; but eGod was with him 10and rescued him out of all his afflictions and fgave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, gwho made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. 11Now hthere came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12iBut when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13And jon the second visit kJoseph made himself known to his brothers, and lJosephs family became known to Pharaoh. 14And mJoseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, nseventy-five persons in all. 15And oJacob went down into Egypt, and phe died, he qand our fathers, 16and rthey were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that sAbraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

 17But tas the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, uthe people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18until there arose over Egypt another king vwho did not know Joseph. 19wHe dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, xso that they would not be kept alive. 20yAt this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in Gods sight. And he was brought up for three months in his fathers house, 21and zwhen he was exposed, Pharaohs daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22And Moses awas instructed in ball the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was cmighty in his words and deeds.

 23When he was forty years old, it came into his heart dto visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 24And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26eAnd on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other? 27But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, fWho made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday? 29At this retort gMoses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, hwhere he became the father of two sons.

 30Now when forty years had passed, ian angel appeared to him jin the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32kI am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob. And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33Then the Lord said to him, lTake off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34mI have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and nhave heard their groaning, and oI have come down to deliver them. pAnd now come, I will send you to Egypt.

 35This Moses, whom they rejected, qsaying, Who made you a ruler and a judge?this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer rby the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36sThis man led them out, performing twonders and signs uin Egypt and vat the Red Sea and win the wilderness for xforty years. 37This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, God will raise up for you ya prophet like me from your brothers. 38This is the one zwho was in the congregation in the wilderness with athe angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. bHe received cliving doracles to give to us. 39Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and ein their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40saying to Aaron, fMake for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him. 41And gthey made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and hwere rejoicing in ithe works of their hands. 42But jGod turned away and kgave them over to worship lthe host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:

 mDid you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,

nduring the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?

43 You took up the tent of oMoloch

and the star of your god Rephan,

the images that you made to worship;

and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.

 44Our fathers had pthe tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses qdirected him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45Our fathers in turn rbrought it in with Joshua when they sdispossessed the nations tthat God drove out before our fathers. So it was uuntil the days of David, 46vwho found favor in the sight of God and wasked to find a dwelling place for xthe God of Jacob.[1] 47But it was ySolomon who built a house for him. 48zYet the Most High does not dwell ain houses made by hands, as the prophet says,

 49 bHeaven is my throne,

cand the earth is my footstool.

What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,

or what is the place of my rest?

50 Did not my hand make all these things?

 51dYou stiff-necked people, euncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. fAs your fathers did, so do you. 52gWhich of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of hthe Righteous One, iwhom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law jas delivered by angels and kdid not keep it.

The Stoning of Stephen

 54Now when they heard these things lthey were enraged, and they mground their teeth at him. 55But he, nfull of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw othe glory of God, and Jesus standing pat the right hand of God. 56And he said, Behold, I see qthe heavens opened, and rthe Son of Man standing pat the right hand of God. 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together[2] at him. 58Then sthey cast him out of the city and tstoned him. And uthe witnesses laid down their garments vat the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, whe called out, Lord Jesus, xreceive my spirit. 60And yfalling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, zLord, do not hold this sin against them. And when he had said this, ahe fell asleep.

Saul Ravages the Church

 ACTS 8 And bSaul capproved of his execution.

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and dthey were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3But eSaul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he fdragged off men and women and committed them to prison.

Philip Proclaims Christ in Samaria

 4Now gthose who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5hPhilip went down to the city[1] of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6iAnd the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him jand saw the signs that he did. 7For kunclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8So lthere was much joy in that city.

Simon the Magician Believes

 9But there was a man named Simon, mwho had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, nsaying that he himself was somebody great. 10They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, oThis man is the power of God that is called pGreat. 11And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had qamazed them with his magic. 12But when rthey believed Philip as he preached good news sabout the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, rthey were baptized, both men and women. 13Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And tseeing signs and ugreat miracles[2] performed, vhe was amazed.

 14Now when wthe apostles at Jerusalem heard that xSamaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15who came down and prayed for them ythat they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16for zhe had not yet afallen on any of them, but bthey had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then cthey laid their hands on them and dthey received the Holy Spirit. 18Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles hands, he offered them money, 19saying, Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit. 20But Peter said to him, eMay your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God fwith money! 21You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for gyour heart is not right before God. 22Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, hif possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23For I see that you are in ithe gall[3] of bitterness and in jthe bond of iniquity. 24And Simon answered, kPray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.

 25Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, lpreaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

 26Now man angel of the Lord said to Philip, Rise and go toward the south[4] to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an nEthiopian, a oeunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, pwho was in charge of all her treasure. qHe had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, Go over and join this chariot. 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, Do you understand what you are reading? 31And he said, rHow can I, unless someone sguides me? And the invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

 uLike a sheep he was led to the slaughter

and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he opens not his mouth.

33 In his vhumiliation justice was denied him.

Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.

 34And the eunuch said to Philip, About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else? 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and wbeginning with this Scripture xhe told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, See, here is water! yWhat prevents me from being baptized?[5] 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, zthe Spirit of the Lord acarried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The Conversion of Saul

 ACTS 9 But Saul, bstill cbreathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to dthe high priest 2and asked him for letters eto the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to fthe Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3gNow as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting hme? 5And he said, Who are you, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, hwhom you are persecuting. 6But irise and enter the city, and you will be told jwhat you are to do. 7kThe men who were traveling with him stood speechless, lhearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, mhe saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

 10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named nAnanias. The Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, oHere I am, Lord. 11And the Lord said to him, Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man pof Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and qlay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight. 13But Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many about this man, rhow much evil he has done to syour tsaints at Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority from uthe chief priests to bind all who vcall on your name. 15But the Lord said to him, Go, for whe is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name xbefore the Gentiles and ykings and the children of Israel. 16For zI will show him how much ahe must suffer bfor the sake of my name. 17So cAnanias departed and entered the house. And dlaying his hands on him he said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and ebe filled with the Holy Spirit. 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and fhe regained his sight. Then ghe rose and was baptized; 19and htaking food, he was strengthened.

Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues

 For isome days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, jHe is the Son of God. 21And all who heard him were amazed and said, Is not this the man who kmade havoc lin Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests? 22But Saul mincreased all the more in strength, and nconfounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving othat Jesus was the Christ.

Saul Escapes from Damascus

 23pWhen many days had passed, the Jews[1] plotted to kill him, 24but their qplot became known to Saul. rThey were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25but his disciples took him by night and slet him down through an opening in the wall,[2] lowering him in a basket.

Saul in Jerusalem

 26And twhen he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27But uBarnabas took him and vbrought him to the apostles and declared to them whow on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and xhow at Damascus he had ypreached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28So he went zin and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29And he spoke and disputed against athe Hellenists.[3] But bthey were seeking to kill him. 30And when cthe brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off dto Tarsus.

 31So ethe church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And fwalking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, git multiplied.

The Healing of Aeneas

 32Now has Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. 34And Peter said to him, Aeneas, iJesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed. And immediately he rose. 35jAnd all the residents of Lydda and kSharon saw him, and lthey turned to the Lord.

Dorcas Restored to Life

 36Now there was in mJoppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.[4] She was full of ngood works and acts of charity. 37In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in oan upper room. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, pPlease come to us without delay. 39So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to qthe upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics[5] and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40But Peter rput them all outside, and sknelt down and prayed; and turning to the body the said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42And it became known throughout all Joppa, and umany believed in the Lord. 43And he stayed in Joppa for many days vwith one Simon, a tanner.

Peter and Cornelius

 ACTS 10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of wwhat was known as the Italian Cohort, 2a devout man xwho feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3yAbout the ninth hour of the day[1] zhe saw clearly in a vision aan angel of God come in and say to him, Cornelius. 4And he stared at him in terror and said, What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Your prayers and your alms bhave ascended cas a memorial before God. 5And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6He is lodging dwith one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. 7When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those who attended him, 8and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Peters Vision

 9The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, ePeter went up fon the housetop about gthe sixth hour[2] to pray. 10And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into ha trance 11and saw ithe heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. 12In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 13And there came a voice to him: Rise, Peter; kill and eat. 14But Peter said, By no means, Lord; jfor I have never eaten anything that is kcommon or lunclean. 15And the voice came to him again a second time, mWhat God has made clean, do not call common. 16This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.

 17Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what nthe vision that he had seen might mean, behold, othe men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simons house, stood at the gate 18and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19And while Peter was pondering nthe vision, pthe Spirit said to him, Behold, three men are looking for you. 20Rise and go down and qaccompany them without hesitation,[3] for I have sent them. 21And Peter went down to the men and said, I am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your coming? 22And they said, Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and rGod-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by sa holy angel to send for you to come to his house and tto hear what you have to say. 23So he invited them in to be his guests.

The next day he rose and went away with them, and usome of vthe brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and wfell down at his feet and xworshiped him. 26But Peter lifted him up, saying, yStand up; I too am a man. 27And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 28And he said to them, You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew zto associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but aGod has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you sent for me.

 30And Cornelius said, bFour days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house at cthe ninth hour,[4] and behold, da man stood before me in bright clothing 31and said, Cornelius, eyour prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. 33So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.

Gentiles Hear the Good News

 34So Peter opened his mouth and said: Truly I understand that fGod gshows no partiality, 35but fin every nation anyone who fears him and hdoes what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for ithe word that he sent to Israel, jpreaching good news of kpeace through Jesus Christ (lhe is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, mbeginning nfrom Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how oGod anointed Jesus of Nazareth pwith the Holy Spirit and with qpower. He went about doing good and healing all rwho were oppressed by the devil, sfor God was with him. 39And twe are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. uThey put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but vGod raised him on wthe third day and made him to xappear, 41ynot to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as zwitnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And ahe commanded us to preach to the people and to testify bthat he is the one appointed by God to be judge cof the living and the dead. 43dTo him eall the prophets bear witness that feveryone who believes in him receives gforgiveness of sins hthrough his name.

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles

 44While Peter was still saying these things, ithe Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the believers from among jthe circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because kthe gift of the Holy Spirit lwas poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them mspeaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47nCan anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit ojust as we have? 48And he pcommanded them qto be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.

Peter Reports to the Church

 ACTS 11 Now the apostles and rthe brothers[1] who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, sthe circumcision party[2] criticized him, saying, 3tYou went to uncircumcised men and uate with them. 4But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5vI was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, Rise, Peter; kill and eat. 8But I said, By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth. 9But the voice answered a second time from heaven, What God has made clean, do not call common. 10This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told me to go with them, wmaking no distinction. xThese six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the mans house. 13And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14yhe will declare to you a message by which zyou will be saved, you and all your household. 15As I began to speak, athe Holy Spirit fell on them bjust as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, cJohn baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 17If then dGod gave ethe same gift to them as he gave to us fwhen we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, gwho was I hthat I could stand in Gods way? 18When they heard these things they fell silent. And they iglorified God, saying, jThen to the Gentiles also God has kgranted lrepentance that leads to life.

The Church in Antioch

 19mNow those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists[3] also, npreaching the Lord Jesus. 21And othe hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed pturned to the Lord. 22The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he came and saw qthe grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord rwith steadfast purpose, 24for he was a good man, sfull of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people twere added to the Lord. 25So Barnabas went to uTarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called vChristians.

 27Now in these days wprophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28And one of them named xAgabus stood up and foretold yby the Spirit that there would be a great zfamine over all the world (this took place in the days of aClaudius). 29So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, bto send relief to cthe brothers[4] living in Judea. 30dAnd they did so, sending it to ethe elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

James Killed and Peter Imprisoned

 ACTS 12 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2He killed fJames the brother of John gwith the sword, 3and when he saw hthat it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during ithe days of Unleavened Bread. 4And when he had seized him, he put him jin prison, delivering him over to four ksquads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest lprayer for him was made to God by the church.

Peter Is Rescued

 6Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, mbound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7And behold, nan angel of the Lord ostood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. pHe struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, Get up quickly. And qthe chains fell off his hands. 8And the angel said to him, Dress yourself and rput on your sandals. And he did so. And he said to him, Wrap your cloak around you and follow me. 9And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but sthought he was seeing a vision. 10When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. tIt opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11When Peter ucame to himself, he said, Now I am sure that vthe Lord has sent his angel and wrescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.

 12When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of xJohn whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and ywere praying. 13And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, za servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14Recognizing Peters voice, ain her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the gate. 15They said to her, You are out of your mind. But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, It is bhis angel! 16But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. 17But cmotioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Tell these things to dJames and to ethe brothers.[1] Then he departed and went to another place.

 18Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and fordered that they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there.

The Death of Herod

 20Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and ghaving persuaded Blastus, the kings chamberlain,[2] they asked for peace, because htheir country depended on the kings country for food. 21On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22And the people were shouting, The voice of a god, and not of a man! 23Immediately ian angel of the Lord struck him down, because jhe did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last.

 24But kthe word of God increased and multiplied.

 25lAnd Barnabas and Saul returned from[3] Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing with them mJohn, whose other name was Mark.

Barnabas and Saul Sent Off

 ACTS 13 Now there were in the church at Antioch nprophets and nteachers, oBarnabas, Simeon who was called Niger,[1] Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of pHerod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, qthe Holy Spirit said, rSet apart for me Barnabas and Saul sfor the work to which I have called them. 3Then after fasting and tpraying they laid their hands on them and usent them off.

Barnabas and Saul on Cyprus

 4So, being sent out vby the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God win the synagogues of the Jews. And they had xJohn to yassist them. 6When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain zmagician, aa Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7He was with bthe proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8But Elymas the zmagician (for that is the meaning of his name) copposed them, seeking to turn dthe proconsul away from the faith. 9But Saul, who was also called Paul, efilled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10and said, You fson of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and gvillainy, will you not stop hmaking crooked ithe straight paths of the Lord? 11And now, behold, jthe hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time. Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking kpeople to lead him by the hand. 12Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at lthe teaching of the Lord.

Paul and Barnabas at Antioch in Pisidia

 13Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And mJohn left them and returned nto Jerusalem, 14but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And oon the Sabbath day pthey went into the synagogue and sat down. 15After qthe reading from rthe Law and the Prophets, sthe rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, Brothers, if you have any tword of encouragement for the people, say it. 16So Paul stood up, and umotioning with his hand said:

Men of Israel and vyou who fear God, listen. 17wThe God of this people Israel xchose our fathers and ymade the people great zduring their stay in the land of Egypt, and awith uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18And for about bforty years che put up with[2] them in the wilderness. 19And dafter destroying eseven nations in the land of Canaan, fhe gave them their land as an inheritance. 20All this took about 450 years. And after that ghe gave them judges until hSamuel the prophet. 21Then ithey asked for a king, and God gave them Saul jthe son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22And kwhen he had removed him, lhe raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, mI have found in David the son of Jesse na man after my heart, owho will do all my will. 23pOf this mans offspring God has brought to Israel qa Savior, Jesus, ras he promised. 24Before his coming, sJohn had proclaimed ta baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25And as John was finishing his course, uhe said, What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.

 26Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you vwho fear God, to us has been sent wthe message of xthis salvation. 27For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because ythey did not recognize him nor understand zthe utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, afulfilled them by condemning him. 28And bthough they found in him no guilt worthy of death, cthey asked Pilate to have him executed. 29And when dthey had carried out all that was written of him, ethey took him down from fthe tree and laid him in a tomb. 30But gGod raised him from the dead, 31and for many days hhe appeared to those iwho had come up with him jfrom Galilee to Jerusalem, kwho are now lhis witnesses to the people. 32And we bring you the good news mthat what God promised to the fathers, 33nthis he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm,

 oYou are my Son,

today I have begotten you.

 34And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, pqno more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this way,

 I will give you rthe holy and sure blessings of David.

 35Therefore he says also in another psalm,

 sYou will not let your Holy One see corruption.

 36For David, after he had tserved the purpose of God in his own generation, ufell asleep and vwas laid with his fathers and saw corruption, 37but he whom wGod raised up did not see corruption. 38Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, xthat through this man yforgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39and by him zeveryone who believes is freed[3] from everything afrom which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 40Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about:

 41 bLook, you scoffers,

be astounded and perish;

for I am doing a work in your days,

a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.

 42As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. 43And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and cdevout dconverts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them eto continue in fthe grace of God.

 44The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45gBut hwhen the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with ijealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, jreviling him. 46And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, It was necessary that the word of God kbe spoken first to you. lSince you thrust it aside and judge yourselves munworthy of eternal life, behold, we nare turning to the Gentiles. 47oFor so the Lord has commanded us, saying,

 pI have made you qa light for the Gentiles,

that you may rbring salvation to the ends of the earth.

 48And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and sglorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 50tBut the Jews[4] incited the devout uwomen of high standing and the leading men of the city, vstirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and wdrove them out of their district. 51But they xshook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52And the disciples were filled ywith joy and zwith the Holy Spirit.

	

Paul and Barnabas at Iconium

 ACTS 14 Now at Iconium athey entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2bBut the cunbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against dthe brothers.[1] 3So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for ethe Lord, who bore witness to fthe word of his grace, ggranting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 4But the people of the city hwere divided; isome sided with the Jews and some with the apostles. 5When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, jto mistreat them and kto stone them, 6they learned of it and lfled to mLystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7and there they continued to preach the gospel.

Paul and Barnabas at Lystra

 8Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was ncrippled from birth and had never walked. 9He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and oseeing that he had faith to be made well,[2] 10said in a loud voice, Stand upright on your feet. And he psprang up and began walking. 11And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, qThe gods have come down to us in the likeness of men! 12Barnabas they called rZeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13And the priest of rZeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and swanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 14But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they ttore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 15Men, uwhy are you doing these things? We also are men, vof like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that wyou should turn from these xvain things to ya living God, zwho made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16In past generations he aallowed all the nations bto walk in their own ways. 17Yet che did not leave himself without witness, for he ddid good by egiving you rains from heaven and ffruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with gfood and hgladness. 18Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.

Paul Stoned at Lystra

 19iBut Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, jthey stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21When they had preached the gospel to that city and had kmade many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22lstrengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them mto continue in nthe faith, and saying that othrough many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23And when they had pappointed qelders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting rthey committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria

 24Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, 26and from there they sailed to Antioch, swhere they had been tcommended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27And when they arrived and gathered the church together, uthey declared all that God had done with them, and vhow he had wopened xa door of faith to the Gentiles. 28And they remained no little time with the disciples.

The Jerusalem Council

 ACTS 15 yBut some men came down from Judea and were teaching zthe brothers, Unless you are acircumcised baccording to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved. 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and cdebate with them, Paul and Barnabas and dsome of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to ethe apostles and the elders about this question. 3So, fbeing sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, gdescribing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and hbrought great joy to all ithe brothers.[1] 4jWhen they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and kthe apostles and the elders, and gthey declared all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged to lthe party of the Pharisees rose up and said, mIt is necessary nto circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.

 6oThe kapostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7And after there had been much pdebate, Peter stood up and said to them, Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, qthat by my mouth the Gentiles should hear rthe word of sthe gospel and believe. 8And God, twho knows the heart, ubore witness to them, vby giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9and whe made no distinction between us and them, xhaving cleansed their hearts yby faith. 10Now, therefore, why zare you putting God to the test aby placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples bthat neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11But we cbelieve that we will be dsaved through ethe grace of the Lord Jesus, wjust as they will.

 12And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul fas they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, gJames replied, Brothers, listen to me. 14hSimeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them ia people for his name. 15And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written,

 16 jAfter this I will return,

and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;

I will rebuild its ruins,

 and I will restore it,

17 that the remnant[2] of mankind kmay seek the Lord,

and all the Gentiles lwho are called by my name,

 says the Lord, who makes these things 18mknown from of old.

 19Therefore nmy judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who oturn to God, 20but should write to them pto abstain from qthe things polluted by idols, and from rsexual immorality, and from swhat has been strangled, and from sblood. 21For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, tfor he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.

The Councils Letter to Gentile Believers

 22Then it seemed good to uthe apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called vBarsabbas, and wSilas, leading men among xthe brothers, 23with the following letter: xThe brothers, both uthe apostles and the elders, to the brothers[3] who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, ygreetings. 24Since we have heard that zsome persons have gone out from us and atroubled you[4] with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no instructions, 25it has seemed good to us, having come bto one accord, to choose men and send them to you with our cbeloved Barnabas and Paul, 26dmen who have erisked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27We have therefore sent fJudas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 28For it has seemed good gto the Holy Spirit and hto us ito lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 29jthat you abstain from kwhat has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.

 30So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32And Judas and Silas, who were themselves lprophets, encouraged and mstrengthened nthe brothers with many words. 33And after they had spent some time, they were sent off oin peace by nthe brothers to those who had sent them.[5] 35But pPaul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

Paul and Barnabas Separate

 36And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, Let us return and visit nthe brothers qin every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are. 37Now Barnabas wanted to take with them rJohn called Mark. 38But Paul thought best not to take with them one swho had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39And there arose ta sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. uBarnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40but Paul chose Silas and departed, vhaving been commended by wthe brothers to xthe grace of the Lord. 41And he went through Syria and Cilicia, ystrengthening the churches.

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

 ACTS 16 Paul[1] came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named zTimothy, athe son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. 2He was well spoken of by bthe brothers[2] at Lystra and Iconium. 3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he ctook him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance dthe decisions ethat had been reached by fthe apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5gSo the churches were strengthened in hthe faith, and they increased in numbers idaily.

The Macedonian Call

 6And jthey went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but kthe Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8So, passing by Mysia, they went down lto Troas. 9And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, Come over to Macedonia and help us. 10And when Paul[3] had seen the vision, immediately mwe sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

The Conversion of Lydia

 11So, setting sail from Troas, we nmade a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to oPhilippi, which is a leading city of the[4] district of Macedonia and pa Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13And qon the Sabbath day we went outside the gate rto the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we ssat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, twho was a worshiper of God. The Lord uopened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after she was baptized, vand her household as well, she urged us, saying, If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay. And she wprevailed upon us.

Paul and Silas in Prison

 16As we were going to xthe place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had ya spirit of zdivination and abrought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17She followed Paul and us, bcrying out, These men are cservants[5] of dthe Most High God, who proclaim to you ethe way of salvation. 18And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, fI command you gin the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And hit came out that very hour.

 19But iwhen her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and jdragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21They kadvocate customs that are not lawful for us las Romans to accept or practice. 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders mto beat them with rods. 23And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24Having received this order, he put them into the inner nprison and fastened their feet in othe stocks.

The Philippian Jailer Converted

 25pAbout midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26and suddenly qthere was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately rall the doors were opened, and severyones bonds were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and twas about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul cried with a loud voice, Do not harm yourself, for we are all here. 29And the jailer[6] called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he ufell down before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them out and said, Sirs, vwhat must I do to be wsaved? 31And they said, xBelieve in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you yand your household. 32And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33And he took them zthe same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he awas baptized at once, he and all his family. 34Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he brejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.

 35But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, Let those men go. 36And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in peace. 37But Paul said to them, They have beaten us publicly, cuncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out. 38The police reported these words to the magistrates, and cthey were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. 39So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and dasked them to leave the city. 40So they went out of the prison and visited eLydia. And when they had seen fthe brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

Paul and Silas in Thessalonica

 ACTS 17 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to gThessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, has was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them ifrom the Scriptures, 3jexplaining and proving that it was necessary for kthe Christ to suffer and lto rise from the dead, and saying, This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ. 4And msome of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did na great many of the devout oGreeks and not a few of the leading women. 5pBut the Jews[1] qwere jealous, and taking rsome wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. 6And when they could not find them, sthey dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities, shouting, These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also, 7and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against tthe decrees of Caesar, saying that there is uanother king, Jesus. 8And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. 9And when they had taken money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

Paul and Silas in Berea

 10vThe brothers[2] immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they wwent into the Jewish synagogue. 11Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, xexamining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12yMany of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek zwomen of high standing as well as men. 13But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, aagitating and stirring up the crowds. 14Then the brothers bimmediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and cTimothy remained there. 15dThose who conducted Paul brought him as far as eAthens, and after receiving a command ffor Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed.

Paul in Athens

 16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was gprovoked within him as he saw that the city was hfull of idols. 17So ihe reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, jWhat does this babbler wish to say? Others said, He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinitiesbecause khe was preaching lJesus and the resurrection. 19And they took him and brought him to mthe Areopagus, saying, May we know what this nnew teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some ostrange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean. 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.

Paul Addresses the Areopagus

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, pTo the unknown god. pWhat therefore you worship qas unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24rThe God who made the world and everything in it, being sLord of heaven and earth, tdoes not live in temples made by man,[3] 25nor is he served by human hands, uas though he needed anything, since he himself vgives to all mankind wlife and breath and everything. 26And xhe made from one man every nation of mankind to live yon all the face of the earth, zhaving determined allotted periods and athe boundaries of their dwelling place, 27bthat they should seek God, cand perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. dYet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for

 eIn him we live and move and have our being;[4]

as even some of fyour own poets have said,

 For we are indeed his offspring.[5]

 29gBeing then Gods offspring, hwe ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30iThe times of ignorance jGod overlooked, but know he lcommands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed ma day on which nhe will judge the world oin righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and pof this he has given assurance to all qby raising him from the dead.

 32Now when they heard of rthe resurrection of the dead, ssome mocked. But others said, tWe will hear you again about this. 33So Paul went out from their midst. 34But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius uthe Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.

Paul in Corinth

 ACTS 18 After this Paul[1] left Athens and went to Corinth. 2And he found a Jew named vAquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife vPriscilla, because wClaudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3and xbecause he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4And yhe reasoned in the synagogue yevery Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.

 5zWhen Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul awas occupied with the word, btestifying to the Jews that the Christ was cJesus. 6And when they opposed and reviled him, dhe shook out his garments and said to them, eYour blood be on your own heads! fI am innocent. gFrom now on I will go to the Gentiles. 7And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius hJustus, ia worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 8jCrispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together kwith his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9And the Lord said to Paul lone night in ma vision, nDo not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10nfor I am with you, and ono one will attack you to harm you, for pI have many in this city who are my people. 11And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.

 12But when Gallio was qproconsul of Achaia, rthe Jews[2] made a united attack on Paul and sbrought him before the tribunal, 13saying, This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to tthe law. 14But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious ucrime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint. 15But vsince it is a matter of questions about words and names and wyour own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things. 16And he drove them from the tribunal. 17And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.

Paul Returns to Antioch

 18After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of xthe brothers[3] and set sail for Syria, and with him yPriscilla and Aquila. At zCenchreae ahe had cut his hair, for he was under a vow. 19And they came to bEphesus, and he left them there, but che himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined. 21But on taking leave of them he said, I will return to you dif God wills, and he set sail from Ephesus.

 22When he had landed at Caesarea, he ewent up and greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23After spending some time there, he departed and fwent from one place to the next through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, gstrengthening all the disciples.

Apollos Speaks Boldly in Ephesus

 24Now a Jew named hApollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, icompetent in the Scriptures. 25He had been instructed in jthe way of the Lord. And kbeing fervent in spirit,[4] he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only lthe baptism of John. 26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when mPriscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him nthe way of God more accurately. 27And when he wished to cross to oAchaia, pthe brothers encouraged him and qwrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, rhe greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures sthat the Christ was Jesus.

Paul in Ephesus

 ACTS 19 And it happened that while tApollos was at Corinth, Paul passed uthrough the inland[1] country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2And he said to them, vDid you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? And they said, No, wwe have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit. 3And he said, xInto what then were you baptized? They said, Into yJohns baptism. 4And Paul said, yJohn baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people zto believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus. 5On hearing this, athey were baptized in[2] the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And bwhen Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and cthey began speaking in tongues and dprophesying. 7There were about twelve men in all.

 8And ehe entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them fabout the kingdom of God. 9gBut when some became stubborn and hcontinued in unbelief, speaking evil of ithe Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus.[3] 10This continued for jtwo years, so that kall the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

The Sons of Sceva

 11And lGod was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12lso that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and mthe evil spirits came out of them. 13Then some of the itinerant Jewish nexorcists oundertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, pI adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims. 14Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15But the evil spirit answered them, qJesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you? 16And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all[4] of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and rthe name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18Also many of those who were now believers came, sconfessing and divulging their practices. 19And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20So the word of the Lord tcontinued to increase and prevail mightily.

A Riot at Ephesus

 21Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit uto pass through vMacedonia and Achaia and wgo to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, xI must also see Rome. 22And having sent into Macedonia two of yhis helpers, zTimothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia afor a while.

 23About that time bthere arose no little disturbance concerning cthe Way. 24For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, dbrought no little business to the craftsmen. 25dThese he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, esaying that fgods made with hands are not gods. 27And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the ggreat goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.

 28When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, gGreat is Artemis of the Ephesians! 29So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius and hAristarchus, Macedonians who were Pauls icompanions in travel. 30But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31And even some of the Asiarchs,[5] who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture into the theater. 32jNow some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, kmotioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 34But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out with one voice, lGreat is Artemis of the Ephesians!

 35And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, Men of Ephesus, who is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the sacred stone that fell from mthe sky?[6] 36Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37For you have brought nthese men here who are neither osacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and there are pproconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39But if you seek anything further,[7] it shall be settled in the regular assembly. 40For we really are in danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion. 41And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.

Paul in Macedonia and Greece

 ACTS 20 After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging them, he said farewell and qdeparted for Macedonia. 2When he had gone through those regions and had given them much encouragement, he came to Greece. 3There he spent three months, and when ra plot was made against him by the Jews[1] as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia. 4Sopater the Berean, son of Pyrrhus, accompanied him; and of the Thessalonians, sAristarchus and Secundus; and sGaius of Derbe, and tTimothy; and the Asians, uTychicus and vTrophimus. 5These went on ahead and were waiting for wus at xTroas, 6but we sailed away from Philippi after ythe days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days we came to them at Troas, where we stayed for seven days.

Eutychus Raised from the Dead

 7zOn the first day of the week, when we were gathered together ato break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight. 8There were many lamps in bthe upper room where we were gathered. 9And a young man named Eutychus, sitting at the window, sank into a deep sleep as Paul talked still longer. And being overcome by sleep, he cfell down from the third story and was taken up dead. 10But Paul went down and dbent over him, and taking him in his arms, said, eDo not be alarmed, for his life is in him. 11And when Paul had gone up and fhad broken bread and eaten, he conversed with them a long while, until daybreak, and so departed. 12And they took the youth away alive, and were not a little comforted.

 13But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard there, for so he had arranged, intending himself to go by land. 14And when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and went to Mitylene. 15And sailing from there we came the following day opposite Chios; the next day we touched at Samos; and[2] the day after that we went to Miletus. 16For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia, for he was hastening gto be at Jerusalem, if possible, hon the day of Pentecost.

Paul Speaks to the Ephesian Elders

 17Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called ithe elders of the church to come to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them:

jYou yourselves know khow I lived among you the whole time jfrom the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19lserving the Lord mwith all humility and with ntears and with trials that happened to me through othe plots of the Jews; 20how I pdid not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and qteaching you in public and from house to house, 21rtestifying both to Jews and to Greeks of srepentance toward God and of tfaith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained uby[3] the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that vthe Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that wimprisonment and xafflictions await me. 24But yI do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only zI may finish my course and athe ministry bthat I received from the Lord Jesus, cto testify to dthe gospel of ethe grace of God. 25And now, behold, fI know that none of you among whom I have gone about gproclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore hI testify to you this day that iI am innocent of the blood of all, 27for jI did not shrink from declaring to you kthe whole counsel of God. 28lPay careful attention to yourselves and to all mthe flock, in which nthe Holy Spirit has made you ooverseers, pto care for qthe church of God,[4] which he robtained swith his own blood.[5] 29I rknow that after my departure tfierce wolves will come in among you, unot sparing the flock; 30and vfrom among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore wbe alert, remembering that xfor three years I did not cease night or day yto admonish every one zwith tears. 32And now aI commend you to God and to bthe word of his grace, which is able to cbuild you up and to give you dthe inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33eI coveted no ones silver or gold or apparel. 34fYou yourselves know that gthese hands ministered to my necessities and hto those who were with me. 35In all things iI have shown you that jby working hard in this way we must khelp the weak and lremember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, It is more blessed mto give than to receive.

 36And when he had said these things, nhe knelt down and prayed with them all. 37And othere was much weeping on the part of all; pthey embraced Paul and pkissed him, 38being sorrowful most of all because of qthe word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And rthey accompanied him to the ship.

Paul Goes to Jerusalem

 ACTS 21 And when swe had parted from them and set sail, we tcame by a straight course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.[1] 2And having found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 3When we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, for there the ship was to unload its cargo. 4And having sought out the disciples, we stayed there for seven days. And uthrough the Spirit they were telling Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all, with wives and children, vaccompanied us until we were outside the city. And wkneeling down on the beach, we prayed 6and said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home.

 7When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted xthe brothers[2] and stayed with them for one day. 8On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of yPhilip zthe evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9He had four unmarried daughters, awho prophesied. 10While we were staying for many days, a prophet named bAgabus came down from Judea. 11And coming to us, he ctook Pauls belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, dThus says the Holy Spirit, eThis is how the Jews[3] at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and fdeliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 12When we heard this, we and the people there gurged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13Then Paul answered, gWhat are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For hI am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem ifor the name of the Lord Jesus. 14And since he would not be persuaded, jwe ceased and said, kLet the will of the Lord be done.

 15After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16And some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, bringing us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge.

Paul Visits James

 17When we had come to Jerusalem, lthe brothers received us gladly. 18On the following day Paul went in with us to mJames, and all nthe elders were present. 19After greeting them, ohe related one by one pthe things that God had done among the Gentiles through his qministry. 20And when they heard it, they rglorified God. And they said to him, You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all szealous for the law, 21and they have been told about you that you teach all tthe Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, utelling them vnot to circumcise their children or wwalk according to xour customs. 22What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men ywho are under a vow; 24take these men and zpurify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, yso that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in observance of the law. 25But as for the Gentiles who have believed, awe have sent a letter with our judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled,[4] and from sexual immorality. 26Then Paul took the men, and the next day zhe purified himself along with them and bwent into the temple, giving notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled and cthe offering presented for each one of them.

Paul Arrested in the Temple

 27When cthe seven days were almost completed, dthe Jews from Asia, eseeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28crying out, Men of Israel, help! This is the man who fis teaching everyone everywhere against the people and gthe law and gthis place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and hhas defiled gthis holy place. 29For they had previously seen iTrophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and jdragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 31jAnd as they were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of kthe cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32lHe at once took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him mto be bound nwith two chains. He inquired who he was and what he had done. 34oSome in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into pthe barracks. 35And when he came to the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd, 36for the mob of the people followed, crying out, qAway with him!

Paul Speaks to the People

 37As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, May I say something to you? And he said, Do you know Greek? 38Are you not rthe Egyptian, then, who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand men of the Assassins out sinto the wilderness? 39Paul replied, tI am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure city. I beg you, permit me to speak to the people. 40And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the steps, umotioned with his hand to the people. And when there was a great hush, he addressed them in vthe Hebrew language,[5] saying:

 ACTS 22 wBrothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you.

 2And when they heard that he was addressing them in xthe Hebrew language,[1] they became even more quiet. And he said:

 3yI am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated zat the feet of aGamaliel[2] baccording to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, cbeing zealous for God das all of you are this day. 4eI persecuted fthis Way gto the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, 5as hthe high priest and ithe whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to jthe brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished.

 6kAs I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. 7And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? 8And I answered, Who are you, Lord? And he said to me, I am lJesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting. 9mNow those who were with me saw the light but did not understand[3] the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10And I said, nWhat shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do. 11And since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus.

 12And oone Ananias, a devout man paccording to the law, qwell spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, 13rcame to me, and standing by me said to me, Brother Saul, receive your sight. And sat that very hour I received my sight and saw him. 14And he said, tThe God of our fathers uappointed you to know his will, vto see wthe Righteous One and xto hear a voice from his mouth; 15for yyou will be a witness for him to everyone of what zyou have seen and heard. 16And now why do you wait? aRise and be baptized and bwash away your sins, ccalling on his name.

 17dWhen I had returned to Jerusalem and ewas praying in the temple, I fell into fa trance 18and saw him saying to me, gMake haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me. 19And I said, Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another hI imprisoned and ibeat those who believed in you. 20And when the blood of Stephen jyour witness was being shed, kI myself was standing by and lapproving and kwatching over the garments of those who killed him. 21And he said to me, Go, for I will send you mfar away to the Gentiles.

Paul and the Roman Tribune

 22Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices and said, nAway with such a fellow from the earth! For ohe should not be allowed to live. 23And as they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 24the tribune ordered him to be brought into pthe barracks, saying that he should be qexamined by flogging, to find out why they were shouting against him like this. 25But when they had stretched him out for the whips,[4] Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, Is it lawful for you to flog ra man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned? 26When the centurion heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman citizen. 27So the tribune came and said to him, Tell me, are you a Roman citizen? And he said, Yes. 28The tribune answered, I bought this citizenship for a large sum. Paul said, But I am a citizen by birth. 29So those who were about sto examine him withdrew from him immediately, and the tribune also twas afraid, ufor he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that vhe had bound him.

Paul Before the Council

 30But on the next day, wdesiring to know the real reason why he was being accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded the chief priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before them.

 ACTS 23 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, Brothers, xI have lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this day. 2And the high priest yAnanias commanded those who stood by him zto strike him on the mouth. 3Then Paul said to him, God is going to strike you, you awhitewashed bwall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet ccontrary to the law you corder me to be struck? 4Those who stood by said, Would you revile dGods high priest? 5And Paul said, eI did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, fYou shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.

 6Now when Paul perceived that one part were gSadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Brothers, hI am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is iwith respect to the jhope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial. 7And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8For the Sadducees ksay that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9Then a great clamor arose, and some of lthe scribes of the Pharisees party stood up and contended sharply, mWe find nothing wrong in this man. What nif a spirit or an angel spoke to him? 10And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him into othe barracks.

 11pThe following night qthe Lord stood by him and said, rTake courage, for sas you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must ttestify also in Rome.

A Plot to Kill Paul

 12When it was day, uthe Jews made a plot and vbound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13There were more than forty who made this conspiracy. 14They went to the chief priests and elders and said, We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.

 16Now the son of Pauls sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered wthe barracks and told Paul. 17Paul called one of the centurions and said, Take this young man to the tribune, for he has something to tell him. 18So he took him and brought him to the tribune and said, Paul xthe prisoner called me and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has something to say to you. 19The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately, What is it that you have to tell me? 20And he said, yThe Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire somewhat more closely about him. 21But do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him, who zhave bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And now they are ready, waiting for your consent. 22So the tribune dismissed the young man, charging him, Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.

Paul Sent to Felix the Governor

 23Then he called two of the centurions and said, Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night.[1] 24Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to aFelix bthe governor. 25And he wrote a letter to this effect:

 26Claudius Lysias, to chis Excellency the governor Felix, dgreetings. 27eThis man was seized by the Jews and fwas about to be killed by them fwhen I came upon them with the soldiers and rescued him, ghaving learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28And hdesiring to know the charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him down to their council. 29I found that he was being accused iabout questions of their law, but jcharged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 30kAnd when it was disclosed to me lthat there would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, mordering his accusers also to state before you what they have against him.

 31So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. 32And on the next day they returned to nthe barracks, letting the horsemen go on with him. 33When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. 34On reading the letter, he asked what oprovince he was from. And when he learned pthat he was from Cilicia, 35he said, I will give you a hearing qwhen your accusers arrive. And he commanded him to be guarded in Herods rpraetorium.

Paul Before Felix at Caesarea

 ACTS 24 And safter five days the high priest tAnanias came down with some elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before uthe governor their case against Paul. 2And when he had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying:

Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, vmost excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this nation, 3in every way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude. 4But, to detain[1] you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly. 5For we have found this man a plague, wone who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader of xthe sect of the Nazarenes. 6yHe even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him.[2] 8By examining him yourself you will be able to find out from him about everything of which we accuse him.

 9The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were so.

 10And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied:

Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense. 11You can verify that zit is not more than twelve days since I awent up bto worship in Jerusalem, 12and cthey did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13dNeither can they prove to you what they now bring up against me. 14But this I confess to you, that according to ethe Way, which they call fa sect, gI worship hthe God of our fathers, believing everything ilaid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 15jhaving ka hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be la resurrection mof both the just and the unjust. 16So I always ntake pains to have a oclear conscience toward both God and man. 17Now pafter several years qI came to bring alms to rmy nation and to present sofferings. 18While I was doing this, they found me tpurified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult. But usome Jews from Asia 19vthey ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything against me. 20Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, 21other than this one thing wthat I cried out while standing among them: It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.

Paul Kept in Custody

 22But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of xthe Way, put them off, saying, When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case. 23Then he gave orders to the centurion that he yshould be kept in custody but have some liberty, and that znone of his friends should be prevented from attending to his needs.

 24After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about afaith bin Christ Jesus. 25And as he reasoned cabout righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, Go away for the present. dWhen I get an opportunity I will summon you. 26At the same time he hoped ethat money would be given him by Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed with him. 27When two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius fFestus. And gdesiring to do the Jews a favor, hFelix left Paul in prison.

Paul Appeals to Caesar

 ACTS 25 Now three days after Festus had arrived in ithe province, he went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2And the chief priests and the principal men of the Jews jlaid out their case against Paul, and they urged him, 3asking as a favor against Paul[1] that he summon him to Jerusalembecause kthey were planning an ambush to kill him on the way. 4Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea and that he himself intended to go there shortly. 5So, said he, let the men of authority among you go down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them bring charges against him.

 6After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day he took his seat on lthe tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him mthat they could not prove. 8Paul argued in his defense, Neither nagainst othe law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor pagainst Caesar have I committed any offense. 9But Festus, qwishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges before me? 10But Paul said, I am standing before Caesars rtribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11If then I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. sI appeal to Caesar. 12Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered, To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.

Paul Before Agrippa and Bernice

 13Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14And as they stayed there many days, Festus laid Pauls case before the king, saying, tThere is a man left prisoner by Felix, 15and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews laid out their case uagainst him, asking for a sentence of condemnation against him. 16vI answered them that it was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone wbefore the accused met the accusers face to face and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid against him. 17xSo when they came together here, I made no delay, but on the next day took my seat on ythe tribunal and ordered the man to be brought. 18When the accusers stood up, they brought no charge in his case of such evils as I supposed. 19Rather they zhad certain points of dispute with him about their own religion and about aa certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be alive. 20Being at a loss how to investigate these questions, I basked whether he wanted to go to Jerusalem and be tried there regarding them. 21But cwhen Paul had appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of dthe emperor, I ordered him to be held until I could send him to Caesar. 22Then eAgrippa said to Festus, I would like to hear the man myself. Tomorrow, said he, you will hear him.

 23So on the next day fAgrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24And Festus said, King Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this man about whom gthe whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, hshouting that he ought not to live any longer. 25But I found that ihe had done nothing deserving death. And jas he himself appealed to kthe emperor, I decided to go ahead and send him. 26But I have nothing definite to write to my lord about him. Therefore I have brought him before you all, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him, I may have something to write. 27For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him.

Pauls Defense Before Agrippa

 ACTS 26 So lAgrippa said to Paul, You have permission to speak for yourself. Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense:

 2I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my defense today magainst all the accusations of the Jews, 3especially because you are familiar with all the ncustoms and ocontroversies of the Jews. Therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently.

 4pMy manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among qmy own nation and in Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews. 5They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that raccording to the strictest sparty of our treligion I have lived as ua Pharisee. 6And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in vthe promise made by God to our fathers, 7wto which xour twelve tribes hope to yattain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope zI am accused by Jews, O king! 8Why is it thought aincredible by any of you that God raises the dead?

 9bI myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of cJesus of Nazareth. 10dAnd I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority efrom the chief priests, but fwhen they were put to death I cast my vote against them. 11And gI punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them hblaspheme, and iin raging fury against them I jpersecuted them even to foreign cities.

Paul Tells of His Conversion

 12In this connection kI journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those who journeyed with me. 14And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me lin the Hebrew language,[1] Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads. 15And I said, Who are you, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16But rise and mstand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, nto appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 17odelivering you from your people and from the Gentilespto whom I qam sending you 18rto open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from sthe power of Satan to God, that they may receive tforgiveness of sins and ua place among those who are sanctified vby faith in me.

 19Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to wthe heavenly vision, 20but declared first xto those in Damascus, ythen in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also zto the Gentiles, that they should arepent and bturn to God, performing deeds cin keeping with their repentance. 21For this reason dthe Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22eTo this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so fI stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what gthe prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 23hthat the Christ imust suffer and that, jby being the first kto rise from the dead, lhe would proclaim mlight both to our people and to the Gentiles.

 24And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, nyou are out of your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind. 25But Paul said, I am not out of my mind, omost excellent Festus, but I am speaking ptrue and qrational words. 26For rthe king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner. 27King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe. 28And Agrippa said to Paul, In a short time would you persuade me to be sa Christian?[2] 29And Paul said, Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day tmight become such as I amexcept for uthese chains.

 30Then the king rose, and vthe governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them. 31And when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, wThis man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment. 32And Agrippa said to Festus, xThis man could have been set yfree if he had not appealed zto Caesar.

Paul Sails for Rome

 ACTS 27 And when it was decided athat bwe should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan cCohort named Julius. 2And embarking in a ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by dAristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 3The next day we put in at Sidon. And eJulius ftreated Paul kindly and ggave him leave to go to his friends and be cared for. 4And putting out to sea from there we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were against us. 5And when we had sailed across the open sea along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia. 6There the centurion found ha ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7We sailed slowly for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind did not allow us to go farther, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8Coasting along it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near which was the city of Lasea.

 9Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous because even ithe Fast[1] was already over, Paul advised them, 10saying, Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with jinjury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives. 11But the centurion paid more attention to kthe pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12And because the harbor was not suitable to spend the winter in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing both southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there.

The Storm at Sea

 13Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 14But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, lstruck down from the land. 15And when the ship was caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 16Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda,[2] we managed with difficulty to secure the ships boat. 17After hoisting it up, they used supports to undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would mrun aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear,[3] and thus they were driven along. 18Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the next day nto jettison the cargo. 19And on the third day they threw the ships tackle overboard with their own hands. 20When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.

 21Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and said, Men, oyou should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this oinjury and loss. 22Yet now I urge you to ptake heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23For this very night qthere rstood before me san angel of the God tto whom I belong and uwhom I worship, 24and he said, Do not be afraid, Paul; vyou must stand before Caesar. And behold, wGod has granted you all those who sail with you. 25So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 26But xwe must yrun aground on some island.

 27When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 28So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms.[4] A little farther on they took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms.[5] 29And fearing that we might zrun on the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. 30And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered athe ships boat into the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 31Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved. 32Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ships boat and let it go.

 33As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 34Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength,[6] for bnot a hair is to perish from the head of any of you. 35And when he had said these things, he took bread, and cgiving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 36Then they all dwere encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37(We were in all 276[7] epersons in the ship.) 38And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, fthrowing out the wheat into the sea.

The Shipwreck

 39Now when it was day, gthey did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on which they planned if possible to run the ship ashore. 40So they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the beach. 41But striking a reef,[8] hthey ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the surf. 42iThe soldiers plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and escape. 43But the centurion, jwishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land, 44and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that kall were brought safely to land.

Paul on Malta

 ACTS 28 After we were brought safely through, lwe then learned that mthe island was called Malta. 2nThe native people[1] showed us unusual okindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and was cold. 3When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand. 4When pthe native people saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, qNo doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the sea, rJustice[2] has not allowed him to live. 5He, however, sshook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6They were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, tthey changed their minds and usaid that he was a god.

 7Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and vprayed, and wputting his hands on him healed him. 9And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10They also honored us greatly,[3] and when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed.

Paul Arrives at Rome

 11After three months we set sail in xa ship that had wintered in the island, a ship of Alexandria, with the twin gods[4] as a figurehead. 12Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13And from there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. 14There we found ybrothers[5] and were invited to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15And ythe brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, zPaul thanked God and took courage. 16And when we came into Rome, aPaul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him.

Paul in Rome

 17After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had gathered, he said to them, Brothers, bthough I had done nothing against our people or cthe customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18When they had examined me, they dwished to set me at liberty, ebecause there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19But because the Jews objected, I was compelled fto appeal to Caesarthough I had no charge to bring against gmy nation. 20For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is hbecause of ithe hope of Israel that I am wearing jthis kchain. 21And they said to him, We have received no letters from Judea about you, and none of lthe brothers coming here has reported or spoken any evil about you. 22But we desire to hear from you what your views are, for with regard to this msect we know that everywhere nit is spoken against.

 23When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening ohe expounded to them, testifying to pthe kingdom of God and qtrying to convince them about Jesus rboth from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24And ssome were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. 25And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: tThe Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

 26 uGo to this people, and say,

vYou will indeed hear but never understand,

and you will indeed see but never perceive.

27 wFor this peoples heart has grown dull,

and with their ears they can barely hear,

and their eyes they have closed;

lest they should see with their eyes

and hear with their ears

and understand with their heart

and xturn, and I would heal them.

 28Therefore let it be known to you that ythis zsalvation of God ahas been sent to the Gentiles; bthey will listen.[6]

 30He lived there two whole years at his own expense,[7] and cwelcomed all who came to him, 31dproclaiming ethe kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ fwith all boldness and gwithout hindrance.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 1

[1] 1:4 Or eating

[2] 1:5 Or in

[3] 1:14 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church; also verse 15

[4] 1:18 Or swelling up


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 2

[1] 2:3 Or And tongues as of fire appeared to them, distributed among them, and rested

[2] 2:15 That is, 9 A.M.

[3] 2:18 Greek bondservants; twice in this verse

[4] 2:23 Greek this one

[5] 2:43 Or fear


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 That is, 3 P.M.

[2] 3:13 Or child; also verse 26

[3] 3:16 Greek him


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 4

[1] 4:11 Greek This one

[2] 4:11 Greek the head of the corner

[3] 4:12 The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both men and women

[4] 4:25 Or child; also verses 27, 30

[5] 4:26 Or Christ

[6] 4:29 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 5

[1] 5:8 The Greek for you is plural here


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 That is, Greek-speaking Jews

[2] 6:3 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 7

[1] 7:46 Some manuscripts for the house of Jacob

[2] 7:57 Or rushed with one mind


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 8

[1] 8:5 Some manuscripts a city

[2] 8:13 Greek works of power

[3] 8:23 That is, a bitter fluid secreted by the liver; bile

[4] 8:26 Or go at about noon

[5] 8:36 Some manuscripts add all or most of verse 37: And Philip said, If you believe with all your heart, you may. And he replied, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 9

[1] 9:23 The Greek word Ioudaioi refers specifically here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, who opposed the Christian faith in that time

[2] 9:25 Greek through the wall

[3] 9:29 That is, Greek-speaking Jews

[4] 9:36 The Aramaic name Tabitha and the Greek name Dorcas both mean gazelle

[5] 9:39 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 10

[1] 10:3 That is, 3 P.M.

[2] 10:9 That is, noon

[3] 10:20 Or accompany them, making no distinction

[4] 10:30 That is, 3 P.M.


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 11

[1] 11:1 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 11:2 Or Jerusalem, those of the circumcision

[3] 11:20 Or Greeks (that is, Greek-speaking non-Jews)

[4] 11:29 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 12

[1] 12:17 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 12:20 That is, trusted personal attendant

[3] 12:25 Some manuscripts to


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 13

[1] 13:1 Niger is a Latin word meaning black, or dark

[2] 13:18 Some manuscripts he carried (compare Deuteronomy 1:31)

[3] 13:39 Greek justified; twice in this verse

[4] 13:50 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 14

[1] 14:2 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 14:9 Or be saved


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 15

[1] 15:3 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 22

[2] 15:17 Or rest

[3] 15:23 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 32, 33, 36

[4] 15:24 Some manuscripts some persons from us have troubled you

[5] 15:33 Some manuscripts insert verse 34: But it seemed good to Silas to remain there


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 16

[1] 16:1 Greek He

[2] 16:2 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 40

[3] 16:10 Greek he

[4] 16:12 Or that

[5] 16:17 Greek bondservants

[6] 16:29 Greek he


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 17

[1] 17:5 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also verse 13

[2] 17:10 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 14

[3] 17:24 Greek made by hands

[4] 17:28 Probably from Epimenides of Crete

[5] 17:28 From Aratus's poem Phainomena


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 18

[1] 18:1 Greek he

[2] 18:12 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also verses 14 (twice), 28

[3] 18:18 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 27

[4] 18:25 Or in the Spirit


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 19

[1] 19:1 Greek upper (that is, highland)

[2] 19:5 Or into

[3] 19:9 Some manuscripts add from the fifth hour to the tenth (that is, from 11 A.M. to 4 P.M.)

[4] 19:16 Or both

[5] 19:31 That is, high-ranking officers of the province of Asia

[6] 19:35 The meaning of the Greek is uncertain

[7] 19:39 Some manuscripts seek about other matters


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 20

[1] 20:3 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time; also verse 19

[2] 20:15 Some manuscripts add after remaining at Trogyllium

[3] 20:22 Or bound in

[4] 20:28 Some manuscripts of the Lord

[5] 20:28 Or with the blood of his Own


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 21

[1] 21:1 Some manuscripts add and Myra

[2] 21:7 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 17

[3] 21:11 Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and others under their influence, in that time

[4] 21:25 Some manuscripts omit and from what has been strangled

[5] 21:40 Or the Hebrew dialect (probably Aramaic)


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 22

[1] 22:2 Or the Hebrew dialect (probably Aramaic)

[2] 22:3 Or city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated

[3] 22:9 Or hear with understanding

[4] 22:25 Or when they had tied him up with leather strips


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 23

[1] 23:23 That is, 9 P.M.


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 24

[1] 24:4 Or weary

[2] 24:6 Some manuscripts add and we would have judged him according to our law. 7But the chief captain Lysias came and with great violence took him out of our hands, 8commanding his accusers to come before you.


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 25

[1] 25:3 Greek him


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 26

[1] 26:14 Or the Hebrew dialect (probably Aramaic)

[2] 26:28 Or In a short time you would persuade me to act like a Christian!


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 27

[1] 27:9 That is, the Day of Atonement

[2] 27:16 Some manuscripts Clauda

[3] 27:17 That is, the sea-anchor (or possibly the mainsail)

[4] 27:28 About 120 feet; a fathom (Greek orguia) was about 6 feet or 2 meters

[5] 27:28 About 90 feet (see previous note)

[6] 27:34 Or For it is for your deliverance

[7] 27:37 Some manuscripts seventy-six, or about seventy-six

[8] 27:41 Or sandbank, or crosscurrent; Greek place between two seas


Footnotes for Acts, Chapter 28

[1] 28:2 Greek barbaroi (that is, nonGreek speakers); also verse 4

[2] 28:4 Or justice

[3] 28:10 Greek honored us with many honors

[4] 28:11 That is, the Greek gods Castor and Pollux

[5] 28:14 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 15, 21

[6] 28:28 Some manuscripts add verse 29: And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, having much dispute among themselves

[7] 28:30 Or in his own hired dwelling
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Romans

Greeting

 ROMANS 1 Paul, aa servant[1] of Christ Jesus, bcalled to be an apostle, cset apart for the gospel of God, 2which dhe promised beforehand ethrough his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, fwho was descended from David[2] gaccording to the flesh 4and hwas declared to be the Son of God iin power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom jwe have received grace and kapostleship lto bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name mamong all the nations, 6including you who are ncalled to belong to Jesus Christ,

 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

oGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Longing to Go to Rome

 8First, pI thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, qbecause your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9rFor God is my witness, swhom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, tthat without ceasing I mention you 10always in my prayers, asking that somehow uby Gods will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11For vI long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you 12that is, that we may be mutually encouraged wby each others faith, both yours and mine. 13I do not want you to be unaware, brothers,[3] that xI have often intended to come to you (but ythus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some zharvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14aI am under obligation both to Greeks and to bbarbarians,[4] both to the wise and to the foolish. 15So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

 16For dI am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is ethe power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew ffirst and also to gthe Greek. 17For in it hthe righteousness of God is revealed ifrom faith for faith,[5] jas it is written, The righteous shall live by faith.[6]

Gods Wrath on Unrighteousness

 18For kthe wrath of God lis revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19For what can be mknown about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, nhave been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world,[7] in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they obecame futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22pClaiming to be wise, they became fools, 23and qexchanged the glory of rthe immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

 24Therefore sGod gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to tthe dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25because they exchanged the truth about God for ua lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, vwho is blessed forever! Amen.

 26For this reason wGod gave them up to xdishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, ymen committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.

 28And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, zGod gave them up to aa debased mind to do bwhat ought not to be done. 29They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32Though they know cGods righteous decree that those who practice such things ddeserve to die, they not only do them but egive approval to those who practice them.

Gods Righteous Judgment

 ROMANS 2 Therefore you have fno excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For gin passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3Do you suppose, O manyou who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourselfthat you will escape the judgment of God? 4Or do you presume on hthe riches of his kindness and iforbearance and jpatience, knot knowing that Gods kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are lstoring up mwrath for yourself on the day of wrath when Gods righteous judgment will be revealed.

 6nHe will render to each one according to his works: 7to those who oby patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8but for those who are self-seeking[1] and pdo not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9There will be tribulation and distress qfor every human being who does evil, the Jew rfirst and also the Greek, 10but glory and honor and speace for everyone who does good, tthe Jew first and also the Greek. 11For uGod shows no partiality.

Gods Judgment and the Law

 12For all who have sinned vwithout the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13For wit is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, xby nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15They show that the work of the law is ywritten on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16zon that day when, aaccording to my gospel, God judges bthe secrets of men cby Christ Jesus.

 17But if you call yourself a Jew and drely on the law and boast in God 18and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19and if you are sure that you yourself are ea guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law fthe embodiment of gknowledge and truth 21hyou then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you irob temples? 23You who jboast in the law kdishonor God by breaking the law. 24For, las it is written, The name of God is blasphemed mamong the Gentiles because of you.

 25For circumcision indeed is of value nif you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26So, if oa man who is uncircumcised keeps pthe precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded[2] as circumcision? 27Then he who is physically[3] uncircumcised but keeps the law qwill condemn you who have rthe written code[4] and circumcision but break the law. 28For sno one is a Jew twho is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29But a Jew is one uinwardly, and vcircumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. wHis praise is not from man but from God.

Gods Righteousness Upheld

 ROMANS 3 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2Much in every way. To begin with, xthe Jews were entrusted with ythe oracles of God. 3zWhat if some were unfaithful? aDoes their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4By no means! bLet God be true though cevery one were a liar, as it is written,

 dThat you may be justified in your words,

and prevail when you eare judged.

 5But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict fwrath on us? (gI speak in a human way.) 6By no means! For then how could hGod judge the world? 7But if through my lie Gods truth abounds to his glory, iwhy am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8And why not jdo evil that good may come?as some people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.

No One Is Righteous

 9What then? Are we Jews[1] any better off?[2] No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both kJews and lGreeks, are munder sin, 10as it is written:

 nNone is righteous, no, not one;

11 no one understands;

no one seeks for God.

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;

no one does good,

not even one.

13 oTheir throat is pan open grave;

they use their tongues to deceive.

qThe venom of asps is under their lips.

14 rTheir mouth is full of curses and bitterness.

15 sTheir feet are swift to shed blood;

16 in their paths are ruin and misery,

17 and tthe way of peace they have not known.

18 uThere is no fear of God before their eyes.

 19Now we know that whatever vthe law says it speaks to those who are under the law, wso that every mouth may be stopped, and xthe whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For yby works of the law no human being[3] will be justified in his sight, since zthrough the law comes knowledge of sin.

The Righteousness of God Through Faith

 21But now athe righteousness of God bhas been manifested apart from the law, although cthe Law and the Prophets bear witness to it 22the righteousness of God dthrough faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. eFor there is no distinction: 23for fall have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24gand are justified hby his grace as a gift, ithrough the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God jput forward as ka propitiation lby his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show Gods righteousness, because in mhis divine forbearance he had passed over nformer sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

 27oThen what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith papart from works of the law. 29Or qis God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since rGod is onewho will justify the circumcised by faith and sthe uncircumcised through faith. 31Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

Abraham Justified by Faith

 ROMANS 4 What then shall we say was gained by[1] Abraham, tour forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but unot before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? vAbraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness. 4Now wto the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but xbelieves in[2] him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

 7 yBlessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,

and whose sins are covered;

8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not zcount his sin.

 9Is this blessing then only for athe circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? bFor we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11cHe received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was dto make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.

The Promise Realized Through Faith

 13For ethe promise to Abraham and his offspring fthat he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14gFor if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For hthe law brings wrath, but iwhere there is no law jthere is no transgression.

 16That is why it depends on faith, kin order that the promise may rest on grace and lbe guaranteed to all his offspringnot only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, mwho is the father of us all, 17as it is written, nI have made you the father of many nationsin the presence of the God in whom he believed, owho gives life to the dead and calls into existence pthe things that do not exist. 18In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, qSo shall your offspring be. 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was ras good as dead (ssince he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered tthe barrenness[3] of Sarahs womb. 20No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21fully convinced that uGod was able to do what he had promised. 22That is why his faith was counted to him as righteousness. 23But vthe words it was counted to him were not written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be counted to us wwho believe in xhim who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25ywho was delivered up for our trespasses and raised zfor our justification.

Peace with God Through Faith

 ROMANS 5 aTherefore, since we have been justified by faith, bwe[1] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also cobtained access by faith[2] into this grace din which we stand, and ewe[3] rejoice[4] in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we frejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering gproduces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hhope does not put us to shame, because Gods love ihas been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

 6For jwhile we were still weak, at the right time kChrist died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous personthough perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die 8but lGod shows his love for us in that mwhile we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, nwe have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from othe wrath of God. 10For if pwhile we were enemies qwe were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by rhis life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received sreconciliation.

Death in Adam, Life in Christ

 12Therefore, just as tsin came into the world through one man, and udeath through sin, and vso death spread to all men[5] because wall sinned 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but xsin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not ylike the transgression of Adam, zwho was a type of athe one who was to come.

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one mans trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for bmany. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one mans sin. For cthe judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought djustification. 17For if, because of one mans trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness ereign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

 18Therefore, as one trespass[6] led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness[7] leads to justification and life for fall men. 19For as by the one mans gdisobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one mans hobedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now ithe law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, jgrace abounded all the more, 21so that, kas sin reigned in death, lgrace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Dead to Sin, Alive to God

 ROMANS 6 What shall we say then? mAre we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can nwe who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us owho have been baptized pinto Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were qburied therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as rChrist was raised from the dead by sthe glory of the Father, we too might walk in tnewness of life.

 5For uif we have been united with him in va death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that wour old self[1] xwas crucified with him in order that ythe body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For zone who has died ahas been set free[2] from sin. 8Now bif we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that cChrist, being raised from the dead, will never die again; ddeath no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, eonce for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves fdead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

 12Let not gsin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13hDo not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but ipresent yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For jsin kwill have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Slaves to Righteousness

 15What then? lAre we to sin mbecause we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves nto anyone as obedient slaves,[3] you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But othanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the pstandard of teaching to which you were committed, 18and, qhaving been set free from sin, rhave become slaves of righteousness. 19sI am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For tjust as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members uas slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

 20vFor when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21wBut what fruit were you getting at that time from the things xof which you are now ashamed? yFor the end of those things is death. 22But now that you zhave been set free from sin and ahave become slaves of God, bthe fruit you get leads to sanctification and cits end, eternal life. 23dFor the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Released from the Law

 ROMANS 7 Or do you not know, brothers[1]for I am speaking to those who know the lawthat the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2For ea married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage.[2] 3Accordingly, fshe will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.

 4Likewise, my brothers, gyou also have died hto the law ithrough the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, jin order that we may bear fruit for God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work kin our members lto bear fruit for death. 6But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the mnew way of nthe Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.[3]

The Law and Sin

 7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, oI would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if pthe law had not said, You shall not covet. 8But sin, qseizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. rFor apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10The very commandment sthat promised life proved to be death to me. 11For sin, tseizing an opportunity through the commandment, udeceived me and through it killed me. 12So vthe law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

 13Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, wsold under sin. 15For I do not understand my own actions. For xI do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with ythe law, that it is good. 17So now zit is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells ain me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19bFor I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, cit is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For dI delight in the law of God, ein my inner being, 23but I see in my members fanother law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from gthis body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Life in the Spirit

 ROMANS 8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.[1] 2For the law of hthe Spirit of life ihas set you[2] free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For jGod has done what the law, kweakened by the flesh, lcould not do. mBy sending his own Son nin the likeness of sinful flesh and ofor sin,[3] he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that pthe righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, qwho walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For rthose who live according to the flesh set their minds on sthe things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on tthe things of the Spirit. 6For to set uthe mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is vhostile to God, for it does not submit to Gods law; windeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact xthe Spirit of God dwells in you. yAnyone who does not have zthe Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of ahim who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus[4] from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies bthrough his Spirit who dwells in you.

Heirs with Christ

 12So then, brothers,[5] we are debtors, cnot to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you dput to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are eled by the Spirit of God are fsons[6] of God. 15For gyou did not receive hthe spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of iadoption as sons, by whom we cry, jAbba! Father! 16kThe Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then lheirsheirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, mprovided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Future Glory

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time nare not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for othe revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation pwas subjected to futility, not willingly, but qbecause of him who subjected it, in hope 21that rthe creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that sthe whole creation thas been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have uthe firstfruits of the Spirit, vgroan inwardly as wwe wait eagerly for adoption as sons, xthe redemption of our bodies. 24For yin this hope we were saved. Now zhope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we await for it with patience.

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For bwe do not know what to pray for as we ought, but cthe Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And dhe who searches hearts knows what is ethe mind of the Spirit, because[7] the Spirit fintercedes for the saints gaccording to the will of God. 28And we know that for those who love God all things work together hfor good,[8] for ithose who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he jforeknew he also kpredestined lto be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be mthe firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also njustified, and those whom he justified he also oglorified.

Gods Everlasting Love

 31What then shall we say to these things? pIf God is for us, who can be[9] against us? 32qHe who did not spare his own Son but rgave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against Gods elect? sIt is God who justifies. 34tWho is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who diedmore than that, who was raiseduwho is at the right hand of God, vwho indeed is interceding for us.[10] 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written,

 wFor your sake xwe are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.

 37No, in all these things we are more than yconquerors through zhim who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gods Sovereign Choice

 ROMANS 9 aI am speaking the truth in ChristI am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit 2that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For bI could wish that I myself were caccursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers,[1] my kinsmen daccording to the flesh. 4They are eIsraelites, and to them belong fthe adoption, gthe glory, hthe covenants, ithe giving of the law, jthe worship, and kthe promises. 5To them belong lthe patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, mwho is God over all, nblessed forever. Amen.

 6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7and not all are children of Abraham obecause they are his offspring, but pThrough Isaac shall your offspring be named. 8This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but qthe children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9For this is what the promise said: rAbout this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son. 10And not only so, but salso when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or badin order that Gods purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of thim who calls 12she was told, uThe older will serve the younger. 13As it is written, vJacob I loved, but Esau I hated.

 14What shall we say then? wIs there injustice on Gods part? By no means! 15For he says to Moses, xI will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. 16So then it depends not on human will or exertion,[2] but on God, who has mercy. 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, yFor this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. 18So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.

 19You will say to me then, Why does he still find fault? For zwho can resist his will? 20But who are you, O man, ato answer back to God? bWill what is molded say to its molder, Why have you made me like this? 21cHas the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump done vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 22What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience evessels of wrath fprepared for destruction, 23in order to make known gthe riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he hhas prepared beforehand for glory 24even us whom he ihas called, jnot from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 25As indeed he says in Hosea,

 kThose who were not my people I will call my people,

and her who was not beloved I will call beloved.

26 lAnd in the very place where it was said to them, You are not my people,

there they will be called msons of the living God.

 27And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: nThough the number of the sons of Israel[3] be as the sand of the sea, oonly a remnant of them will be saved, 28for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay. 29And as Isaiah predicted,

 pqIf the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring,

rwe would have been like Sodom

and become like Gomorrah.

Israels Unbelief

 30What shall we say, then? sThat Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, ta righteousness that is by faith; 31but that Israel uwho pursued a law that would lead to righteousness[4] vdid not succeed in reaching that law. 32Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the wstumbling stone, 33as it is written,

 xBehold, I am laying in Zion ya stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense;

zand whoever believes in him will not be aput to shame.

 ROMANS 10 Brothers,[1] my hearts desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2For I bear them witness that bthey have a zeal for God, cbut not according to knowledge. 3For, being ignorant of dthe righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to Gods righteousness. 4For eChrist is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.[2]

The Message of Salvation to All

 5For fMoses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that gthe person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But hthe righteousness based on faith says, iDo not say in your heart, Who will ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or Who will descend into the jabyss? (that is, kto bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? lThe word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if myou confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and nbelieve in your heart othat God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, pEveryone who believes in him will not be put to shame. 12qFor there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; rfor the same Lord is Lord of all, sbestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For teveryone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

 14How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him uof whom they have never heard?[3] And how are they to hear vwithout someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, wHow beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news! 16But xthey have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, yLord, who has believed what he has heard from us? 17So zfaith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

 18But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for

 aTheir voice has gone out bto all the earth,

and their words to the ends of the world.

 19But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says,

 cI will dmake you jealous of those who are not a nation;

with a efoolish nation I will make you angry.

 20Then Isaiah is so bold as to say,

 fI have been found by those who did not seek me;

I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.

 21But of Israel he says, gAll day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.

The Remnant of Israel

 ROMANS 11 I ask, then, hhas God rejected his people? By no means! For iI myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham,[1] a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2jGod has not rejected his people whom he kforeknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 3lLord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life. 4But what is Gods reply to him? mI have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 5So too at the present time there is na remnant, chosen by grace. 6oBut if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

 7What then? pIsrael failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest qwere hardened, 8as it is written,

 rGod gave them a spirit of stupor,

seyes that would not see

and ears that would not hear,

down to this very day.

 9And David says,

 tLet their table become a snare and a trap,

a stumbling block and a retribution for them;

10 let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see,

and bend their backs forever.

Gentiles Grafted In

 11So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass usalvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 12Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion[2] mean!

 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as vI am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and wthus save some of them. 15For if their rejection means xthe reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16yIf the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches.

 17But if zsome of the branches were broken off, and you, aalthough a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root[3] of the olive tree, 18do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. 19Then you will say, Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in. 20That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you bstand fast through faith. So cdo not become proud, but dfear. 21For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but Gods kindness to you, eprovided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise fyou too will be cut off. 23And geven they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.

The Mystery of Israels Salvation

 25hLest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers:[4] ia partial hardening has come upon Israel, juntil the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,

 kThe Deliverer will come lfrom Zion,

he will banish ungodliness from Jacob;

27 and this will be my mcovenant with them

nwhen I take away their sins.

 28As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are obeloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and pthe calling of God are irrevocable. 30For just as qyou were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now[5] receive mercy. 32For God rhas consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

 33Oh, the depth of the riches and swisdom and knowledge of God! tHow unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

 34 For uwho has known the mind of the Lord,

or vwho has been his counselor?

35 Or wwho has given a gift to him

that he might be repaid?

 36For xfrom him and through him and to him are all things. yTo him be glory forever. Amen.

A Living Sacrifice

 ROMANS 12 zI appeal to you therefore, brothers,[1] by the mercies of God, ato present your bodies bas a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.[2] 2cDo not be conformed to this world,[3] but be transformed by dthe renewal of your mind, that by testing you may ediscern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.[4]

Gifts of Grace

 3For fby the grace given to me I say to everyone among you gnot to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, heach according to ithe measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For jas in one body we have many members,[5] and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, kthough many, lare one body in Christ, and individually mmembers one of another. 6nHaving gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if oprophecy, pin proportion to our faith; 7if qservice, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; rthe one who leads,[6] with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with scheerfulness.

Marks of the True Christian

 9tLet love be genuine. uAbhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10vLove one another with brotherly affection. wOutdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, xbe fervent in spirit,[7] yserve the Lord. 12zRejoice in hope, abe patient in tribulation, bbe constant in prayer. 13cContribute to the needs of the saints and dseek to show hospitality.

 14eBless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15fRejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16gLive in harmony with one another. hDo not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.[8] iNever be wise in your own sight. 17jRepay no one evil for evil, but kgive thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, llive peaceably with all. 19Beloved, mnever avenge yourselves, but leave it[9] to the wrath of God, for it is written, nVengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord. 20To the contrary, oif your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head. 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Submission to the Authorities

 ROMANS 13 Let every person pbe subject to the governing authorities. For qthere is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you rwill receive his approval, 4for she is Gods servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, tan avenger who carries out Gods wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid Gods wrath but also ufor the sake of conscience. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7vPay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

Fulfilling the Law Through Love

 8wOwe no one anything, except to love each other, for xthe one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, yYou shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet, and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: zYou shall love your neighbor as yourself. 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore alove is the fulfilling of the law.

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you bto wake from sleep. cFor salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12dThe night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us ecast off fthe works of darkness and gput on the armor of light. 13hLet us walk properly as in the daytime, inot in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, jnot in quarreling and jealousy. 14But kput on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, lto gratify its desires.

Do Not Pass Judgment on One Another

 ROMANS 14 As for mthe one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2nOne person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and olet not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4pWho are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master[1] that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

 5qOne person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. rEach one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since she gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For tnone of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, uwhether we live or whether we die, we are the Lords. 9For to this end Christ vdied and lived again, that he might be Lord both wof the dead and of the living.

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For wwe will all stand before xthe judgment seat of God; 11for it is written,

 yAs I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall confess[2] to God.

 12So then zeach of us will give an account of himself to God.

Do Not Cause Another to Stumble

 13aTherefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide bnever to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 14I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus cthat nothing is unclean in itself, dbut it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 15For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, eyou are no longer walking in love. fBy what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. 16gSo do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17hFor the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but iof righteousness and jpeace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18Whoever thus serves Christ is kacceptable to God and approved by men. 19So then let us lpursue what makes for peace and for mmutual upbuilding.

 20nDo not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. oEverything is indeed clean, but pit is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. 21qIt is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble.[3] 22The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. rBlessed is the one who has no reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves. 23But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.[4]

The Example of Christ

 ROMANS 15 sWe who are strong thave an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2uLet each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3For vChrist did not please himself, but as it is written, wThe reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me. 4For xwhatever was written in former days was written for our yinstruction, that through endurance and through zthe encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you ato live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify bthe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles

 8For I tell you that Christ cbecame a servant to the circumcised to show Gods truthfulness, in order dto confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order ethat the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

 fTherefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,

and sing to your name.

 10And again it is said,

 gRejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.

 11And again,

 hPraise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples extol him.

 12And again Isaiah says,

 ijThe root of Jesse will come,

even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;

kin him will the Gentiles hope.

 13May the God of hope fill you with all ljoy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Paul the Minister to the Gentiles

 14mI myself am satisfied about you, my brothers,[1] that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with nall knowledge and able to instruct one another. 15But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, obecause of the grace given me by God 16to be pa minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles qin the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that rthe offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17In Christ Jesus, then, I have sreason to be proud of tmy work for God. 18For I will not venture to speak of anything except uwhat Christ has accomplished through me vto bring the Gentiles to obedienceby word and deed, 19wby the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of Godso that xfrom Jerusalem and all the way around yto Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; 20and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, zlest I build on someone elses foundation, 21but as it is written,

 aThose who have never been told of him will see,

and those who have never heard will understand.

Pauls Plan to Visit Rome

 22This is the reason why bI have so often been hindered from coming to you. 23But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and csince I have longed for many years to come to you, 24I hope to see you in passing as I go dto Spain, and eto be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25At present, however, fI am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26For gMacedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27For they were pleased to do it, and indeed hthey owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. 28When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected,[2] I will leave ifor Spain by way of you. 29I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing[3] of Christ.

 30I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by jthe love of the Spirit, kto strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 31lthat I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that mmy service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32so that by Gods will I may come to you with joy and nbe refreshed in your company. 33May othe God of peace be with you all. Amen.

Personal Greetings

 ROMANS 16 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant[1] of the church at pCenchreae, 2that you qmay welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.

 3Greet rPrisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5Greet also sthe church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was tthe first convert[2] to Christ in Asia. 6Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. 7Greet Andronicus and Junia,[3] my kinsmen and my ufellow prisoners. They are well known to the apostles,[4] and they were in Christ before me. 8Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those vwho belong to the family of Aristobulus. 11Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. 12Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. 13Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well. 14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers[5] who are with them. 15Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16wGreet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

Final Instructions and Greetings

 17I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles xcontrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; yavoid them. 18For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but ztheir own appetites,[6] and aby smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19For byour obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you cto be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20dThe God of peace ewill soon crush Satan under your feet. fThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

 21gTimothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen.

 22I Tertius, hwho wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord.

 23iGaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you.[7]

Doxology

 25jNow to him who is able to strengthen you kaccording to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, laccording to the revelation of the mystery mthat was kept secret for nlong ages 26but ohas now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, pto bring about the obedience of faith 27to qthe only wise God rbe glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 1:3 Or who came from the offspring of David

[3] 1:13 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[4] 1:14 That is, non-Greeks

[5] 1:17 Or beginning and ending in faith

[6] 1:17 Or The one who by faith is righteous shall live

[7] 1:20 Or clearly perceived from the creation of the world


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 2

[1] 2:8 Or contentious

[2] 2:26 Or counted

[3] 2:27 Or is by nature

[4] 2:27 Or the letter


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 3

[1] 3:9 Greek Are we

[2] 3:9 Or at any disadvantage?

[3] 3:20 Greek flesh


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Some manuscripts say about

[2] 4:5 Or but trusts; compare verse 24

[3] 4:19 Greek deadness


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Some manuscripts let us

[2] 5:2 Some manuscripts omit by faith

[3] 5:2 Or let us; also verse 3

[4] 5:2 Or boast; also verses 3, 11

[5] 5:12 The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both men and women; also twice in verse 18

[6] 5:18 Or the trespass of one

[7] 5:18 Or the act of righteousness of one


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 Greek man

[2] 6:7 Greek has been justified

[3] 6:16 For the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface (twice in this verse and verse 19; also once in verses 17, 20)


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 7

[1] 7:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 4

[2] 7:2 Greek law concerning the husband

[3] 7:6 Greek of the letter


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 8

[1] 8:1 Some manuscripts add who walk not according to the flesh (but according to the Spirit)

[2] 8:2 Some manuscripts me

[3] 8:3 Or and as a sin offering

[4] 8:11 Some manuscripts lack Jesus

[5] 8:12 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 29

[6] 8:14 See discussion on sons in the Preface

[7] 8:27 Or that

[8] 8:28 Some manuscripts God works all things together for good, or God works in all things for the good

[9] 8:31 Or who is

[10] 8:34 Or Is it Christ Jesus who died... ; for us?


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 9

[1] 9:3 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 9:16 Greek not of him who wills or runs

[3] 9:27 Or children of Israel

[4] 9:31 Greek a law of righteousness


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Or Brothers and sisters

[2] 10:4 Or end of the law, that everyone who believes may be justified

[3] 10:14 Or him whom they have never heard


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 11

[1] 11:1 Or one of the offspring of Abraham

[2] 11:12 Greek their fullness

[3] 11:17 Greek root of richness; some manuscripts richness

[4] 11:25 Or brothers and sisters

[5] 11:31 Some manuscripts omit now


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 12

[1] 12:1 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 12:1 Or your rational service

[3] 12:2 Greek age

[4] 12:2 Or what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God

[5] 12:4 Greek parts; also verse 5

[6] 12:8 Or gives aid

[7] 12:11 Or fervent in the Spirit

[8] 12:16 Or give yourselves to humble tasks

[9] 12:19 Greek give place


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 14

[1] 14:4 Or lord

[2] 14:11 Or shall give praise

[3] 14:21 Some manuscripts add or be hindered or be weakened

[4] 14:23 Some manuscripts insert here 16:2527


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 15

[1] 15:14 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 30

[2] 15:28 Greek sealed to them this fruit

[3] 15:29 Some manuscripts insert of the gospel


Footnotes for Romans, Chapter 16

[1] 16:1 Or deaconess

[2] 16:5 Greek firstfruit

[3] 16:7 Or Junias

[4] 16:7 Or messengers

[5] 16:14 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 17

[6] 16:18 Greek their own belly

[7] 16:23 Some manuscripts insert verse 24: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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1 Corinthians

Greeting

 1 CORINTHIANS 1 Paul, acalled bby the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,

 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those csanctified in Christ Jesus, dcalled to be saints together with all those who in every place ecall upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

 3dGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving

 4I fgive thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way gyou were enriched in him in all hspeech and all knowledge 6even as ithe testimony about Christ was confirmed among you 7so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you jwait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8kwho will sustain you to the end, lguiltless min the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9nGod is faithful, by whom you were called into the ofellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Divisions in the Church

 10I appeal to you, brothers,[1] by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no pdivisions among you, but that you be united qin the same mind and the same judgment. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloes people that there is rquarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that seach one of you says, I follow Paul, or I follow tApollos, or I follow uCephas, or I follow Christ. 13vIs Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you wbaptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except xCrispus and yGaius, 15so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also zthe household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and anot with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

Christ the Wisdom and Power of God

 18For the word of the cross is bfolly to cthose who are perishing, but to us dwho are being saved it is ethe power of God. 19For it is written,

 fI will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.

 20gWhere is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? hHas not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach[2] to save those who believe. 22For iJews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ jcrucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ kthe power of God and lthe wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

 26For consider your calling, brothers: mnot many of you were wise according to worldly standards,[3] not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But nGod chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; oGod chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even pthings that are not, to qbring to nothing things that are, 29so rthat no human being[4] might boast in the presence of God. 30And because of him[5] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us swisdom from God, trighteousness and usanctification and vredemption, 31so that, as it is written, wLet the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.

Proclaiming Christ Crucified

 1 CORINTHIANS 2 And I, when I came to you, brothers,[1] xdid not come proclaiming to you ythe testimony[2] of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except zJesus Christ and him crucified. 3And aI was with you bin weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of cthe Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men[3] but din the power of God.

Wisdom from the Spirit

 6Yet among ethe mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not fa wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, gwho are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, hwhich God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of ithe rulers of this age understood this, for jif they had, they would not have crucified kthe Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,

 lWhat no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the heart of man imagined,

what God has mprepared nfor those who love him

 10these things oGod has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even pthe depths of God. 11For who knows a persons thoughts qexcept the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now rwe have received not sthe spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this tin words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, uinterpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.[4]

 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are vfolly to him, and whe is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15The xspiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16yFor who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? But zwe have the mind of Christ.

Divisions in the Church

 1 CORINTHIANS 3 But I, brothers,[1] could not address you as aspiritual people, but as bpeople of the flesh, as cinfants in Christ. 2dI fed you with milk, not solid food, for eyou were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is fjealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For gwhen one says, I follow Paul, and another, I follow Apollos, hare you not being merely human?

 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? iServants through whom you believed, jas the Lord assigned to each. 6kI planted, lApollos watered, mbut God gave the growth. 7So nneither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each owill receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are pGods fellow workers. You are Gods field, qGods building.

 10rAccording to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a sfoundation, and tsomeone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11For no one can lay a ufoundation other vthan that which is laid, wwhich is Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw 13xeach ones work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed yby fire, and zthe fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, ahe will receive a reward. 15If anyones work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, bbut only as through fire.

 16cDo you not know that you[2] are Gods temple and that Gods Spirit dwells in you? 17If anyone destroys Gods temple, God will destroy him. For dGods temple is holy, and you are that temple.

 18eLet no one deceive himself. fIf anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. 19For gthe wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, hHe catches the wise in their craftiness, 20and again, iThe Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile. 21So jlet no one boast in men. For kall things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the futureall are yours, 23and lyou are Christs, and mChrist is Gods.

The Ministry of Apostles

 1 CORINTHIANS 4 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and nstewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4oFor I am not aware of anything against myself, pbut I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore qdo not pronounce judgment before the time, rbefore the Lord comes, swho will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. tThen each one will receive his commendation from God.

 6I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers,[1] that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may ube puffed up in favor of one against another. 7For who sees anything different in you? vWhat do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?

 8Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! 9For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, wlike men sentenced to death, because we xhave become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. 10yWe are fools for Christs sake, but zyou are wise in Christ. aWe are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. 11To the present hour bwe hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and cbuffeted and dhomeless, 12and we elabor, working with our own hands. fWhen reviled, we bless; gwhen persecuted, we endure; 13when slandered, we entreat. hWe have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, ithe refuse of all things.

 14I do not write these things jto make you ashamed, but to admonish you kas my beloved children. 15For lthough you have countless[2] guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For mI became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16I urge you, then, nbe imitators of me. 17That is why oI sent[3] you Timothy, pmy beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ,[4] qas I teach them everywhere in every church. 18Some are rarrogant, sas though I were not coming to you. 19But tI will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power. 20For uthe kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 21What do you wish? vShall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?

Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church

 1 CORINTHIANS 5 It is actually reported that there is wsexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, xfor a man has his fathers wife. 2And yyou are arrogant! Ought you znot rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.

 3For though aabsent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. 4When you are assembled bin the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5you are cto deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so dthat his spirit may be saved ein the day of the Lord.[1]

 6fYour boasting is not good. Do you not know that ga little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8Let us therefore celebrate the festival, hnot with the old leaven, ithe leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

 9I wrote to you in my letter jnot to associate with sexually immoral people 10knot at all meaning lthe sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, msince then you would need to go out of the world. 11But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone nwho bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindlernot even to eat with such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging ooutsiders? pIs it not those inside the church[2] whom you are to judge? 13God judges[3] those outside. qPurge the evil person from among you.

Lawsuits Against Believers

 1 CORINTHIANS 6 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous rinstead of the saints? 2Or do you not know that sthe saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 4So if you have such cases, twhy do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? 5uI say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 6but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. vWhy not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8But you yourselves wrong and defraudeven wyour own brothers![1]

 9Or do you not know that the unrighteous[2] will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: xneither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality,[3] 10nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And ysuch were some of you. But zyou were washed, ayou were sanctified, byou were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Flee Sexual Immorality

 12cAll things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be dominated by anything. 13dFood is meant for the stomach and the stomach for foodand God will destroy both one eand the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but ffor the Lord, and gthe Lord for the body. 14And hGod raised the Lord and iwill also raise us up jby his power. 15Do you not know that kyour bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Or do you not know that he who is joined[4] to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, lThe two will become one flesh. 17But he who is joined to the Lord mbecomes one spirit with him. 18nFlee from sexual immorality. Every other sin[5] a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person osins against his own body. 19Or pdo you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? qYou are not your own, 20rfor you were bought with a price. sSo glorify God in your body.

Principles for Marriage

 1 CORINTHIANS 7 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: tIt is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman. 2But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3uThe husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5vDo not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, wso that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

 6Now as a concession, xnot a command, I say this.[1] 7yI wish that all were zas I myself am. But aeach has his own gift from God, bone of one kind and one of another.

 8To the unmarried and the widows I say that cit is good for them to remain single das I am. 9But if they cannot exercise self-control, ethey should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

 10To the married fI give this charge (not I, but the Lord): gthe wife should not separate from her husband 11(but if she does, hshe should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and gthe husband should not divorce his wife.

 12To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 13If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. 14For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. iOtherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you[2] jto peace. 16For how do you know, wife, kwhether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?

Live as You Are Called

 17Only let each person lead the life[3] lthat the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. mThis is my rule in nall the churches. 18Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? oLet him not seek circumcision. 19pFor neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but qkeeping the commandments of God. 20rEach one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21Were you a bondservant[4] when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22For he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is sa freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is ta bondservant of Christ. 23uYou were bought with a price; vdo not become bondservants[5] of men. 24So, brothers,[6] win whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.

The Unmarried and the Widowed

 25Now concerning[7] the betrothed,[8] xI have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as yone who by the Lords mercy is ztrustworthy. 26I think that in view of the present[9] distress ait is good for a person to remain as he is. 27Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman[10] marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 29This is what I mean, brothers: bthe appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy cas though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For dthe present form of this world is passing away.

 32I want you to be efree from anxieties. fThe unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own benefit, gnot to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

 36If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed,[11] if his[12] passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marryit is no sin. 37But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well. 38So then he who marries his betrothed hdoes well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even better.

 39iA wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only jin the Lord. 40Yet kin my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think lthat I too have the Spirit of God.

Food Offered to Idols

 1 CORINTHIANS 8 Now concerning[1] mfood offered to idols: we know that nall of us possess knowledge. This knowledge opuffs up, pbut love builds up. 2qIf anyone imagines that he knows something, rhe does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, she is known by God.[2]

 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that tan idol has no real existence, and that uthere is no God but one. 5For although there may be vso-called gods in heaven or on earthas indeed there are many gods and many lords 6yet wfor us there is one God, the Father, xfrom whom are all things and for whom we exist, and yone Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and zthrough whom we exist.

 7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, athrough former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and btheir conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8cFood will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care dthat this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block eto the weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating[3] in an idols temple, will he not be encouraged,[4] if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your knowledge this weak person is fdestroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers[5] and gwounding their conscience when it is weak, hyou sin against Christ. 13Therefore, iif food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

Paul Surrenders His Rights

 1 CORINTHIANS 9 jAm I not free? kAm I not an apostle? lHave I not seen Jesus our Lord? mAre not you my workmanship in the Lord? 2If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are nthe seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

 3This is my defense to those who would examine me. 4oDo we not have the right to eat and drink? 5pDo we not have the right to take along a believing wife,[1] as do the other apostles and qthe brothers of the Lord and rCephas? 6Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living? 7sWho serves as a soldier at his own expense? tWho plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?

 8Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? 9For it is written in the Law of Moses, uYou shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain. Is it for oxen that God is concerned? 10Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written vfor our sake, because wthe plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. 11xIf we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more?

Nevertheless, ywe have not made use of this right, but we endure anything zrather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 13Do you not know that athose who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? 14In the same way, the Lord commanded that bthose who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.

 15But cI have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any such provision. For I would rather die than have anyone ddeprive me of my ground for boasting. 16For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For enecessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with fa stewardship. 18What then is my reward? That in my preaching gI may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.

 19For hthough I am free from all, iI have made myself a servant to all, that I might jwin more of them. 20kTo the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21To lthose outside the law I became mas one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but nunder the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22oTo the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. pI have become all things to all people, that qby all means I might save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, rthat I may share with them in its blessings.

 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives sthe prize? So trun that you may obtain it. 25Every uathlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we van imperishable. 26So I do not run aimlessly; I wdo not box as one xbeating the air. 27But I discipline my body and ykeep it under control,[2] lest after preaching to others zI myself should be adisqualified.

Warning Against Idolatry

 1 CORINTHIANS 10 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers,[1] that our fathers were all under bthe cloud, and all cpassed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and dall ate the same espiritual food, 4and fall drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for gthey were overthrown[2] in the wilderness.

 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as hthey did. 7iDo not be idolaters jas some of them were; as it is written, kThe people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 8lWe must not indulge in sexual immorality mas some of them did, and ntwenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ[3] to the test, oas some of them did and pwere destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, qas some of them did and rwere destroyed by sthe Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, but tthey were written down for our instruction, uon whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore vlet anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. wGod is faithful, and xhe will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

 14Therefore, my beloved, yflee from idolatry. 15I speak zas to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16aThe cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? bThe bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17Because there is one bread, we who are many are cone body, for we all partake of the one bread. 18Consider dthe people of Israel:[4] eare not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar? 19What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that fan idol is anything? 20No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice gthey offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21hYou cannot drink the cup of the Lord and ithe cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and jthe table of demons. 22kShall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? lAre we stronger than he?

Do All to the Glory of God

 23mAll things are lawful, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. 24nLet no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. 25oEat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 26For pthe earth is the Lords, and the fullness thereof. 27If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, qeat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 28But if someone says to you, This has been offered in sacrifice, then do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience 29I do not mean ryour conscience, but his. For swhy should my liberty be determined by someone elses conscience? 30If I partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of that tfor which I give thanks?

 31So, whether you eat or drink, or uwhatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32vGive no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to wthe church of God, 33just as xI try to please everyone in everything I do, ynot seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.

 1 CORINTHIANS 11 zBe imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

Head Coverings

 2Now I commend you abecause you remember me in everything and bmaintain the traditions ceven as I delivered them to you. 3But I want you to understand that dthe head of every man is Christ, ethe head of a wife[1] is her husband, and fthe head of Christ is God. 4Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head, 5but every wife[2] who prays or gprophesies hwith her head uncovered dishonors her head, since it is the same ias if her head were shaven. 6For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head. 7For a man ought not to cover his head, since jhe is the image and glory of God, but kwoman is the glory of man. 8For lman was not made from woman, but woman from man. 9Neither was man created for woman, but mwoman for man. 10That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.[3] 11Nevertheless, nin the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; 12for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And oall things are from God. 13Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him, 15but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16pIf anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do qthe churches of God.

The Lords Supper

 17But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, rI hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part,[4] 19for sthere must be factions among you in order tthat those who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20When you come together, it is not the Lords supper that you eat. 21For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, uanother gets drunk. 22What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise vthe church of God and whumiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.

 23For xI received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that ythe Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, This is my body which is for[5] you. Do this in remembrance of me.[6] 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lords death zuntil he comes.

 27aWhoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord bin an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning cthe body and blood of the Lord. 28dLet a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some ehave died.[7] 31fBut if we judged[8] ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, gwe are disciplined[9] so that we may not be hcondemned along with the world.

 33So then, my brothers,[10] when you come together to eat, wait for[11] one another 34iif anyone is hungry, jlet him eat at homeso that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things kI will give directions lwhen I come.

Spiritual Gifts

 1 CORINTHIANS 12 Now mconcerning[1] spiritual gifts,[2] brothers,[3] I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You know that nwhen you were pagans oyou were led astray to pmute idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I want you to understand that qno one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says Jesus is raccursed! and sno one can say Jesus is Lord except in the Holy Spirit.

 4Now tthere are varieties of gifts, but uthe same Spirit; 5and vthere are varieties of service, but uthe same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is uthe same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7wTo each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of xwisdom, and to another the utterance of yknowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another zfaith by the same Spirit, to another agifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another bthe working of miracles, to another cprophecy, to another dthe ability to distinguish between spirits, to another evarious kinds of tongues, to another fthe interpretation of tongues. 11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, gwho apportions to each one individually has he wills.

One Body with Many Members

 12For just as ithe body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, jso it is with Christ. 13For kin one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodylJews or Greeks, slaves[4] or freeand mall were made to drink of one Spirit.

 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should say, Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, nGod arranged the members in the body, each one of them, oas he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts,[5] yet one body.

 21The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you, nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, pall rejoice together.

 27Now qyou are the body of Christ and individually rmembers of it. 28And sGod has appointed in the church first tapostles, second uprophets, third teachers, then vmiracles, then wgifts of healing, xhelping, yadministrating, and vvarious kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But zearnestly desire the higher gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way.

The Way of Love

 1 CORINTHIANS 13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have aprophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, bso as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3cIf I give away all I have, and dif I deliver up my body to be burned,[1] but have not love, I gain nothing.

 4eLove is patient and fkind; love gdoes not envy or boast; it his not arrogant 5or rude. It idoes not insist on its own way; it jis not irritable or resentful;[2] 6it kdoes not rejoice at wrongdoing, but lrejoices with the truth. 7mLove bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, eendures all things.

 8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For nwe know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but owhen the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For pnow we see in a mirror dimly, but qthen face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as rI have been fully known.

 13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Prophecy and Tongues

 1 CORINTHIANS 14 sPursue love, and tearnestly desire the uspiritual gifts, especially that you may vprophesy. 2For wone who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. 4The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church. 5Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but xeven more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up.

 6Now, brothers,[1] if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I bring you some yrevelation or knowledge or prophecy or zteaching? 7If even lifeless instruments, such as the flute or the harp, do not give distinct notes, how will anyone know what is played? 8And aif the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle? 9So with yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how will anyone know what is said? For you will be bspeaking into the air. 10There are doubtless many different languages in the world, and none is without meaning, 11but if I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be ca foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me. 12So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church.

 13Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. 14For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; dI will sing praise with my spirit, but I will esing with my mind also. 16Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider[2] say fAmen to gyour thanksgiving when he does not know what you are saying? 17For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up. 18I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue.

 20Brothers, hdo not be children in your thinking. iBe infants in evil, but in your thinking be jmature. 21kIn the Law it is written, lBy people of strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they will not listen to me, says the Lord. 22Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign[3] not for unbelievers but for believers. 23If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, mwill they not say that you are out of your minds? 24But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25nthe secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, ofalling on his face, he will worship God and pdeclare that God is really among you.

Orderly Worship

 26What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has qa hymn, ra lesson, ra revelation, sa tongue, or tan interpretation. uLet all things be done for building up. 27If any speak in sa tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 29Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others vweigh what is said. 30If a revelation is made to another sitting there, wlet the first be silent. 31For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33For God is not a God of xconfusion but of peace.

As in yall the churches of the saints, 34zthe women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but ashould be in submission, as bthe Law also says. 35If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

 36Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it has reached? 37cIf anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. 39So, my brothers, dearnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40eBut all things should be done decently and fin order.

The Resurrection of Christ

 1 CORINTHIANS 15 Now I would remind you, brothers,[1] of the gospel gI preached to you, which you received, hin which you stand, 2and by which iyou are being saved, if you jhold fast to the word I preached to youkunless you believed in vain.

 3For lI delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died mfor our sins nin accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised oon the third day pin accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that qhe appeared to Cephas, then rto the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to sJames, then tto all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, uhe appeared also to me. 9For vI am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because wI persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, xI worked harder than any of them, ythough it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

The Resurrection of the Dead

 12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, zhow can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, athen not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that bhe raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and cyou are still in your sins. 18Then those also who dhave fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in Christ we have hope[2] in this life only, ewe are of all people most to be pitied.

 20But in fact fChrist has been raised from the dead, gthe firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as hby a man came death, iby a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For jas in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then kat his coming lthose who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers mthe kingdom to God the Father after destroying nevery rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign ountil he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be pdestroyed is death. 27For qGod[3] has put all things in subjection under his feet. But when it says, all things are put in subjection, it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When rall things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that sGod may be all in all.

 29Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30Why are we tin danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by umy pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, vI die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, wI fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, xLet us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. 33yDo not be deceived: zBad company ruins good morals.[4] 34aWake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For bsome have no knowledge of God. cI say this to your shame.

The Resurrection Body

 35But someone will ask, dHow are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come? 36You foolish person! eWhat you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

 42fSo is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor; git is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, hThe first man Adam became a living being;[5] ithe last Adam became a jlife-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47kThe first man was from the earth, la man of dust; mthe second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, nso also are those who are of heaven. 49Just oas we have borne the image of the man of dust, pwe shall[6] also bear the image of the man of heaven.

Mystery and Victory

 50I tell you this, brothers: qflesh and blood rcannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. sWe shall not all sleep, tbut we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For uthe trumpet will sound, and vthe dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and wthis mortal body must put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

 xDeath is swallowed up in victory.

55 yO death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?

 56The sting of death is sin, and zthe power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, awho gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 58bTherefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in cthe work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord dyour labor is not in vain.

The Collection for the Saints

 1 CORINTHIANS 16 Now concerning[1] ethe collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2On fthe first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, gas he may prosper, hso that there will be no collecting when I come. 3And when I arrive, I will send ithose whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.

Plans for Travel

 5jI will visit you after passing through kMacedonia, for lI intend to pass through Macedonia, 6and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may mhelp me on my journey, wherever I go. 7For I do not want to see you now njust in passing. I hope to spend some time with you, oif the Lord permits. 8But I will stay in Ephesus until pPentecost, 9for qa wide door for effective work has opened to me, and rthere are many adversaries.

 10sWhen Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for the is doing uthe work of the Lord, as I am. 11So vlet no one despise him. wHelp him on his way xin peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him with the brothers.

Final Instructions

 12Now concerning your brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you with the other brothers, but it was not at all his will[2] to come now. He will come when he has opportunity.

 13zBe watchful, astand firm in the faith, bact like men, cbe strong. 14dLet all that you do be done in love.

 15Now I urge you, brothers[3]you know that ethe household[4] of Stephanas were fthe first converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves gto the service of the saints 16hbe subject to such as these, and to every fellow worker and laborer. 17I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for iyour absence, 18for they jrefreshed my spirit as well as yours. kGive recognition to such people.

Greetings

 19The churches of Asia send you greetings. lAquila and Prisca, together with mthe church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. 20All the brothers send you greetings. nGreet one another with a holy kiss.

 21I, Paul, write othis greeting with my own hand. 22If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be paccursed. Our Lord, come![5] 23qThe grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:10 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church; also verses 11, 26

[2] 1:21 Or the folly of preaching

[3] 1:26 Greek according to the flesh

[4] 1:29 Greek no flesh

[5] 1:30 Greek And from him


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 2:1 Some manuscripts mystery (or secret)

[3] 2:5 The Greek word anthropoi can refer to both men and women

[4] 2:13 Or interpreting spiritual truths in spiritual language, or comparing spiritual things with spiritual


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 3:16 The Greek for you is plural in verses 16 and 17


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 4:15 Greek you have ten thousand

[3] 4:17 Or am sending

[4] 4:17 Some manuscripts add Jesus


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 5

[1] 5:5 Some manuscripts add Jesus

[2] 5:12 Greek those inside

[3] 5:13 Or will judge


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 6

[1] 6:8 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 6:9 Or wrongdoers

[3] 6:9 The two Greek terms translated by this phrase refer to the passive and active partners in consensual homosexual acts

[4] 6:16 Or who holds fast (compare Genesis 2:24 and Deuteronomy 10:20); also verse 17

[5] 6:18 Or Every sin


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 7

[1] 7:6 Or I say this:

[2] 7:15 Some manuscripts us

[3] 7:17 Or each person walk in the way

[4] 7:21 Or slave; also twice in verse 22 (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[5] 7:23 Or slaves (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[6] 7:24 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 29

[7] 7:25 The expression Now concerning introduces a reply to a question in the Corinthians' letter; see 7:1

[8] 7:25 Greek virgins

[9] 7:26 Or impending

[10] 7:28 Greek virgin; also verse 34

[11] 7:36 Greek virgin; also verses 37, 38

[12] 7:36 Or her


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 8

[1] 8:1 The expression Now concerning introduces a reply to a question in the Corinthians' letter; see 7:1

[2] 8:3 Greek him

[3] 8:10 Greek reclining at table

[4] 8:10 Or fortified; Greek built up

[5] 8:12 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 9

[1] 9:5 Greek a sister as wife

[2] 9:27 Greek I pummel my body and make it a slave


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 10

[1] 10:1 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 10:5 Or were laid low

[3] 10:9 Some manuscripts the Lord

[4] 10:18 Greek Consider Israel according to the flesh


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 11

[1] 11:3 Greek gunē;. This term may refer to a woman or a wife, depending on the context

[2] 11:5 In verses 513, the Greek word gunē; is translated wife in verses that deal with wearing a veil, a sign of being married in first-century culture

[3] 11:10 Or messengers, that is, people sent to observe and report

[4] 11:18 Or I believe a certain report

[5] 11:24 Some manuscripts broken for

[6] 11:24 Or as my memorial; also verse 25

[7] 11:30 Greek have fallen asleep (as in 15:6, 20)

[8] 11:31 Or discerned

[9] 11:32 Or when we are judged we are being disciplined by the Lord

[10] 11:33 Or brothers and sisters

[11] 11:33 Or share with


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12

[1] 12:1 The expression Now concerning introduces a reply to a question in the Corinthians' letter; see 7:1

[2] 12:1 Or spiritual persons

[3] 12:1 Or brothers and sisters

[4] 12:13 Or servants; Greek bondservants

[5] 12:20 Or members; also verse 22


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 13

[1] 13:3 Some manuscripts deliver up my body [to death] that I may boast

[2] 13:5 Greek irritable and does not count up wrongdoing


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 14

[1] 14:6 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 20, 26, 39

[2] 14:16 Or of him that is without gifts

[3] 14:22 Greek lacks a sign


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15

[1] 15:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 6, 31, 50, 58

[2] 15:19 Or we have hoped

[3] 15:27 Greek he

[4] 15:33 Probably from Menander's comedy Thais

[5] 15:45 Greek a living soul

[6] 15:49 Some manuscripts let us


Footnotes for 1 Corinthians, Chapter 16

[1] 16:1 The expression Now concerning introduces a reply to a question in the Corinthians' letter; see 7:1; also verse 12

[2] 16:12 Or God's will for him

[3] 16:15 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 20

[4] 16:15 Greek house

[5] 16:22 Greek Maranatha (a transliteration of Aramaic)
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2 Corinthians

Greeting

 2 CORINTHIANS 1 Paul, aan apostle of Christ Jesus bby the will of God, and cTimothy our brother,

To the church of God that is at Corinth, dwith all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia:

 2eGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

God of All Comfort

 3fBlessed be the gGod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and hGod of all comfort, 4iwho comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5For as we share abundantly in jChrists sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.[1] 6kIf we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you lshare in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.

 8For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers,[2] of mthe affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us nrely not on ourselves obut on God pwho raises the dead. 10qHe delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. rOn him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11sYou also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf tfor the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

Pauls Change of Plans

 12For our boast is this, uthe testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with simplicity[3] and vgodly sincerity, wnot by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you. 13For we are not writing to you anything other than what you read and understand and I hope you will fully understand 14just as you did xpartially understand usthat yon the day of our Lord Jesus zyou will boast of us as awe will boast of you.

 15Because I was sure of this, bI wanted to come to you first, so that you might have ca second dexperience of grace. 16I wanted to visit you eon my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea. 17Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans faccording to the flesh, ready to say Yes, yes and No, no at the same time? 18As surely as gGod is faithful, hour word to you has not been Yes and No. 19For ithe Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, jSilvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but kin him it is always Yes. 20For lall the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our mAmen to God for his glory. 21And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and nhas anointed us, 22and who has also oput his seal on us and pgiven us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.[4]

 23But qI call God to witness against meit was rto spare you that I refrained from coming again to Corinth. 24Not that we slord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm tin your faith.

 2 CORINTHIANS 2 For I made up my mind unot to make another painful visit to you. 2For vif I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? 3And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, wfor I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4For xI wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.

Forgive the Sinner

 5Now yif anyone has caused pain, zhe has caused it not to me, but ain some measurenot to put it too severelyto all of you. 6For such a one, bthis punishment by the majority is enough, 7so cyou should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9For this is why I wrote, that I might dtest you and know ewhether you are obedient in everything. 10Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for fwe are not ignorant of his designs.

Triumph in Christ

 12When gI came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though ha door was opened for me in the Lord, 13my spirit iwas not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia.

 14But jthanks be to God, who in Christ always kleads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads lthe fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15For we are the aroma of Christ to God among mthose who are being saved and among nthose who are perishing, 16oto one a fragrance from death to death, oto the other a fragrance from life to life. pWho is sufficient for these things? 17For we are not, like so many, peddlers of Gods word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.

Ministers of the New Covenant

 2 CORINTHIANS 3 qAre we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, ras some do, sletters of recommendation to you, or from you? 2tYou yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our[1] hearts, to be known and read by all. 3And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of uthe living God, not on vtablets of stone but on wtablets of xhuman hearts.[2]

 4ySuch is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5zNot that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but aour sufficiency is from God, 6who has made us sufficient to be bministers of ca new covenant, not of dthe letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but ethe Spirit gives life.

 7Now if fthe ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory gthat the Israelites could not gaze at Moses face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9For if there was glory in hthe ministry of condemnation, ithe ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.

 12Since we have such a hope, jwe are very bold, 13not like Moses, kwho would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14But ltheir minds were mhardened. For to this day, nwhen they read othe old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when pone[3] turns to the Lord, qthe veil is removed. 17Now the Lord[4] is the Spirit, and where rthe Spirit of the Lord is, there is sfreedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, tbeholding uthe glory of the Lord,[5] vare being transformed into the same image wfrom one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

The Light of the Gospel

 2 CORINTHIANS 4 Therefore, having xthis ministry yby the mercy of God,[1] we do not lose heart. 2But we have renounced zdisgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice[2] cunning or ato tamper with Gods word, but bby the open statement of the truth cwe would commend ourselves to everyones conscience in the sight of God. 3And even dif our gospel is veiled, eit is veiled to fthose who are perishing. 4In their case gthe god of this world dhas blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing hthe light of ithe gospel of the glory of Christ, jwho is the image of God. 5For what kwe proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with lourselves as your servants[3] for Jesus sake. 6For God, who said, mLet light shine out of darkness, nhas shone in our hearts to give othe light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Treasure in Jars of Clay

 7But we have this treasure in pjars of clay, qto show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8We are rafflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but snot forsaken; tstruck down, but not destroyed; 10ualways carrying in the body the death of Jesus, vso that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12So wdeath is at work in us, but life in you.

 13Since we have xthe same spirit of faith according to what has been written, yI believed, and so I spoke, we also believe, and so we also speak, 14knowing that zhe who raised the Lord Jesus awill raise us also with Jesus and bbring us with you into his presence. 15For cit is all for your sake, so that as dgrace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, eto the glory of God.

 16So we do not lose heart. fThough our outer self[4] is wasting away, gour inner self his being renewed day by day. 17For ithis light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18jas we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

Our Heavenly Dwelling

 2 CORINTHIANS 5 For we know that if kthe tent that is lour earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, ma house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent nwe groan, longing to oput on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on[1] we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdenednot that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal pmay be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, qwho has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

 6So we are always of good courage. We know that rwhile we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for swe walk by faith, not tby sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we uwould rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to vplease him. 10For wwe must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, xso that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

The Ministry of Reconciliation

 11Therefore, knowing ythe fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But zwhat we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12aWe are not commending ourselves to you again but bgiving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13For if we care beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ dcontrols us, because we have concluded this: that eone has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for all, fthat those who live might no longer live for themselves but gfor him who for their sake died and was raised.

 16From now on, therefore, hwe regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is iin Christ, he is ja new creation.[2] kThe old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, lwho through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us mthe ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling[3] the world to himself, nnot counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us mthe message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, owe are ambassadors for Christ, pGod making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21qFor our sake he made him to be sin rwho knew no sin, so that in him we might become sthe righteousness of God.

 2 CORINTHIANS 6 tWorking together with him, then, uwe appeal to you vnot to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,

 wIn a favorable time I listened to you,

and in a day of salvation I have helped you.

Behold, xnow is the yfavorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We zput no obstacle in anyones way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but aas servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: bby great endurance, cin afflictions, dhardships, calamities, 5ebeatings, imprisonments, friots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6gby purity, hknowledge, patience, kindness, ithe Holy Spirit, jgenuine love; 7by ktruthful speech, and lthe power of God; with mthe weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, nthrough slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and oyet well known; pas dying, and behold, we live; qas punished, and yet not killed; 10ras sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; sas poor, yet making many rich; tas having nothing, uyet possessing everything.

 11We have spoken freely to you,[1] Corinthians; vour heart is wide open. 12You are not restricted by us, but wyou are restricted in your own affections. 13xIn return (I speak yas to children) widen your hearts also.

The Temple of the Living God

 14zDo not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For awhat partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or bwhat fellowship has light with darkness? 15cWhat accord has Christ with Belial?[2] Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For dwe are the temple of the living God; as God said,

 eI will make my dwelling among them and fwalk among them,

and gI will be their God,

and they shall be my people.

17 Therefore hgo out from their midst,

and be separate from them, says the Lord,

and touch no unclean thing;

then I will welcome you,

18 iand I will be a father to you,

and you shall be sons and daughters to me,

says the Lord Almighty.

 2 CORINTHIANS 7 Since we have these promises, beloved, jlet us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body[1] and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.

Pauls Joy

 2kMake room in your hearts[2] for us. lWe have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of no one. 3I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that myou are in our hearts, to die together and to live together. 4I am acting with ngreat boldness toward you; oI have great pride in you; pI am filled with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing with joy.

 5For even qwhen we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turnrfighting without and fear within. 6But sGod, who comforts the downcast, tcomforted us by the coming of Titus, 7and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8For ueven if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret itthough vI did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. 9As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but wbecause you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

 10For xgodly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas yworldly grief produces death. 11For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, zwhat zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12So although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one awho did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. 13Therefore bwe are comforted.

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit chas been refreshed by you all. 14For dwhatever boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to shame. But just as everything we said to you ewas true, so also our boasting before Titus has proved true. 15And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers fthe obedience of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. 16I rejoice, because I have complete gconfidence in you.

Encouragement to Give Generously

 2 CORINTHIANS 8 We want you to know, brothers,[1] about the grace of God that has been hgiven among the churches of Macedonia, 2for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and itheir extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For they gave jaccording to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4begging us earnestly kfor the favor[2] of taking part in lthe relief of the saints 5and this, not as we expected, but they mgave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6Accordingly, nwe urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you othis act of grace. 7But as pyou excel in everythingin faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you[3]qsee that you excel in this act of grace also.

 8rI say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that sthough he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10And in this matter tI give my judgment: uthis benefits you, who va year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable waccording to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14your abundance at the present time should supply xtheir need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15As it is written, yWhoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.

Commendation of Titus

 16But zthanks be to God, awho put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. 17For bhe not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going[4] to you of his own accord. 18With him we are sending[5] cthe brother who is famous among dall the churches for his preaching of the gospel. 19And not only that, but he has been eappointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of fgrace that is being ministered by us, gfor the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will. 20We take this course so that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us, 21for hwe aim at what is honorable inot only in the Lords sight but also in the sight of man. 22And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. 23As for Titus, he is jmy partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers[6] of the churches, the glory of Christ. 24So give proof before the churches of your love and of kour boasting about you to these men.

The Collection for Christians in Jerusalem

 2 CORINTHIANS 9 Now lit is superfluous for me to write to you about mthe ministry for the saints, 2for I know your readiness, nof which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready osince last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3But pI am sending[1] the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, qas I said you would be. 4Otherwise, if some Macedonians rcome with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliatedto say nothing of youfor being so confident. 5So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the sgift[2] you have promised, so that it may be ready tas a willing gift, unot as an exaction.[3]

The Cheerful Giver

 6The point is this: vwhoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully[4] will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, wnot reluctantly or under compulsion, for xGod loves a cheerful giver. 8And yGod is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency[5] in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9As it is written,

 zHe has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever.

 10He who supplies aseed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and bincrease the harvest of your righteousness. 11cYou will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which dthrough us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12For the ministry of this service is not only supplying ethe needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13By their approval of this service, fthey[6] will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your gconfession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15hThanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Paul Defends His Ministry

 2 CORINTHIANS 10 iI, Paul, myself entreat you, by the jmeekness and gentleness of ChristI who am humble when face to face with you, but bold toward you when I am away! 2I beg of you kthat when I am present I may not have to show lboldness with such confidence as I count on showing against some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh. 3For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4For the mweapons of nour warfare are not of the flesh but have odivine power pto destroy strongholds. 5We destroy arguments and qevery lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to robey Christ, 6sbeing ready to punish every disobedience, twhen your obedience is complete.

 7uLook at what is before your eyes. vIf anyone is confident that he is Christs, let him remind himself that just as whe is Christs, xso also are we. 8For even if I boast a little too much of your authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed. 9I do not want to appear to be frightening you with my letters. 10For they say, His letters are weighty and strong, but zhis bodily presence is weak, and ahis speech of no account. 11Let such a person understand that what we say by letter when absent, we do when present. 12Not that we dare to classify or bcompare ourselves with some of those who care commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are dwithout understanding.

 13But we will not boast ebeyond limits, but will fboast only with regard to the area of influence God assigned to us, gto reach even to you. 14For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did not reach you. hFor we were the first to come all the way to you with the gospel of Christ. 15We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that ias your faith increases, our area of influence among you may be jgreatly enlarged, 16so that we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you, without boasting of work already done in anothers area of influence. 17Let kthe one who boasts, boast in the Lord. 18For it is lnot the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one mwhom the Lord commends.

Paul and the False Apostles

 2 CORINTHIANS 11 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! 2For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since nI betrothed you to one husband, oto present you pas a pure virgin to Christ. 3But I am afraid that qas the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts rwill be led astray from a ssincere and tpure devotion to Christ. 4For if someone comes and uproclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept va different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 5Indeed, I consider that wI am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. 6xEven if I am unskilled in speaking, yI am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way zwe have made this plain to you in all things.

 7Or adid I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because bI preached Gods gospel to you free of charge? 8I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. 9And when I was with you and was cin need, dI did not burden anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia esupplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain ffrom burdening you in any way. 10gAs the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine hwill not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. 11And why? iBecause I do not love you? jGod knows I do!

 12And what I am doing I will continue to do, kin order to undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do. 13For such men are lfalse apostles, mdeceitful workmen, ndisguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as oan angel of light. 15So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as pservants of righteousness. qTheir end will correspond to their deeds.

Pauls Sufferings as an Apostle

 16I repeat, rlet no one think me foolish. But even if you do, accept me as a fool, so that I too may boast a little. 17What I am saying swith this boastful confidence, tI say not as the Lord would[1] but as a fool. 18Since umany boast according to the flesh, I too will boast. 19For you gladly bear with fools, vbeing wise yourselves! 20For you bear it if someone wmakes slaves of you, or xdevours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or ystrikes you in the face. 21To my shame, I must say, zwe were too weak for that!

But whatever anyone else dares to boast ofI am speaking as a foolI also dare to boast of that. 22Are they Hebrews? aSo am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. 23Are they bservants of Christ? cI am a better oneI am talking like a madmanwith far greater labors, dfar more imprisonments, ewith countless beatings, and foften near death. 24Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the gforty lashes less one. 25Three times I was hbeaten with rods. iOnce I was stoned. Three times I jwas shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, kdanger from my own people, ldanger from Gentiles, mdanger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27nin toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, oin hunger and thirst, often without food,[2] in cold and exposure. 28And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for pall the churches. 29qWho is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant?

 30rIf I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31sThe God and Father of the Lord Jesus, the who is blessed forever, uknows that I am not lying. 32At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas vwas guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, 33wbut I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands.

Pauls Visions and His Thorn

 2 CORINTHIANS 12 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and xrevelations of the Lord. 2I know a man yin Christ who fourteen years ago was zcaught up to athe third heavenwhether in the body or out of the body I do not know, bGod knows. 3And I know that this man was caught up into cparadisewhether in the body or out of the body I do not know, bGod knows 4and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, dexcept of my weaknesses 6though if I should wish to boast, eI would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7So fto keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,[1] ga thorn was given me in the flesh, ha messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8iThree times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, jMy grace is sufficient for you, for kmy power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that lthe power of Christ may rest upon me. 10mFor the sake of Christ, then, nI am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For owhen I am weak, then I am strong.

Concern for the Corinthian Church

 11pI have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to have been commended by you. For I was qnot at all inferior to these super-apostles, reven though I am nothing. 12sThe signs of a true apostle were performed among you twith utmost patience, with signs and wonders and mighty works. 13For in what were you less favored than the rest of the churches, except that uI myself did not burden you? Forgive me this wrong!

 14Here vfor the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a burden, for wI seek not what is yours but you. For xchildren are not obligated to save up for their parents, but yparents for their children. 15zI will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If aI love you more, am I to be loved less? 16But granting that bI myself did not burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the better of you by deceit. 17Did I take advantage of you cthrough any of those whom I sent to you? 18dI urged Titus to go, and sent ethe brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the same steps?

 19Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is fin the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and gall for your upbuilding, beloved. 20For I fear that perhaps hwhen I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may find me not as you wishthat perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. 21I fear that when I come again my God may humble me before you, and I may have to mourn over many of those iwho sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, jsexual immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced.

Final Warnings

 2 CORINTHIANS 13 kThis is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be established lby the evidence of two or three witnesses. 2mI warned nthose who sinned before and all the others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did when present on my second visit, that oif I come again I will not spare them 3since you seek proof that Christ pis speaking in me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but qis powerful among you. 4For rhe was crucified in weakness, but slives by the power of God. For twe also are weak in him, but in dealing with you uwe will live with him by the power of God.

 5Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. vTest yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that wJesus Christ is in you?unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 6I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test. 7But we pray to God that you may not do wrongnot that we may appear to have met the test, but that you may do what is right, though we may seem to have failed. 8For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9For we are glad when xwe are weak and you are strong. Your yrestoration is what we pray for. 10For this reason I write these things while I am away from you, that when I come zI may not have to be asevere in my use of bthe authority that the Lord has given me for building up and not for tearing down.

Final Greetings

 11Finally, brothers,[1] rejoice. cAim for restoration, comfort one another,[2] dagree with one another, elive in peace; and the God of love and fpeace will be with you. 12gGreet one another with a holy kiss. 13hAll the saints greet you.

 14iThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and jthe love of God and kthe fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:5 Or For as the sufferings of Christ abound for us, so also our comfort abounds through Christ

[2] 1:8 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[3] 1:12 Some manuscripts holiness

[4] 1:22 Or down payment


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Some manuscripts your

[2] 3:3 Greek fleshly hearts

[3] 3:16 Greek he

[4] 3:17 Or this Lord

[5] 3:18 Or reflecting the glory of the Lord


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Greek as we have received mercy

[2] 4:2 Greek to walk in

[3] 4:5 Greek bondservants

[4] 4:16 Greek man


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 5

[1] 5:3 Some manuscripts putting it off

[2] 5:17 Or creature

[3] 5:19 Or God was in Christ, reconciling


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 6

[1] 6:11 Greek Our mouth is open to you

[2] 6:15 Greek Beliar


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 7

[1] 7:1 Greek flesh

[2] 7:2 Greek lacks in your hearts


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 8

[1] 8:1 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 8:4 The Greek word charis can mean favor or grace or thanks, depending on the context

[3] 8:7 Some manuscripts in your love for us

[4] 8:17 Or he went

[5] 8:18 Or we sent; also verse 22

[6] 8:23 Greek apostles


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 9

[1] 9:3 Or I have sent

[2] 9:5 Greek blessing; twice in this verse

[3] 9:5 Or a gift expecting something in return; Greek greed

[4] 9:6 Greek with blessings; twice in this verse

[5] 9:8 Or all contentment

[6] 9:13 Or you


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 11

[1] 11:17 Greek not according to the Lord

[2] 11:27 Or often in fasting


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12

[1] 12:7 Or hears from me, even because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations. So to keep me from becoming conceited


Footnotes for 2 Corinthians, Chapter 13

[1] 13:11 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 13:11 Or listen to my appeal
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Galatians

Greeting

 GALATIANS 1 Paul, an aapostlebnot from men nor through man, but cthrough Jesus Christ and God the Father, dwho raised him from the dead 2and all ethe brothers[1] who are with me,

To fthe churches of Galatia:

 3gGrace to you and peace hfrom God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4iwho gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present jevil age, according to the will of kour God and Father, 5to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

No Other Gospel

 6I am astonished that you are lso quickly deserting mhim who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to na different gospel 7onot that there is another one, but pthere are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or qan angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, rlet him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, rlet him be accursed.

 10For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying sto please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a tservant[2] of Christ.

Paul Called by God

 11For uI would have you know, brothers, that vthe gospel that was preached by me is not mans gospel.[3] 12wFor I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it xthrough a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13For you have heard of ymy former life in Judaism, how zI persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely azealous was I for bthe traditions of my fathers. 15But when he cwho had set me apart dbefore I was born,[4] and who ecalled me by his grace, 16was pleased to reveal his Son to[5] me, in order fthat I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone;[6] 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

 18Then gafter three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19But I saw none of the other apostles except James hthe Lords brother. 20(In what I am writing to you, ibefore God, I do not lie!) 21jThen I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22And I was still unknown in person to kthe churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23They only were hearing it said, He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy. 24And they glorified God because of me.

Paul Accepted by the Apostles

 GALATIANS 2 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those lwho seemed influential) the gospel that mI proclaim among the Gentiles, nin order to make sure I was not running or had not orun in vain. 3But even Titus, who was with me, pwas not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4qYet because of false brothers secretly brought inwho rslipped in to spy out sour freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, tso that they might bring us into slavery 5to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that uthe truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6And from those vwho seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; wGod shows no partiality)those, I say, who seemed influential xadded nothing to me. 7On the contrary, when they saw that I had been yentrusted with zthe gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8(for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9and when James and Cephas and John, vwho seemed to be apillars, perceived the bgrace that was given to me, they cgave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10Only, they asked us to remember the poor, dthe very thing I was eager to do.

Paul Opposes Peter

 11But ewhen Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him fto his face, because he stood condemned. 12For before certain men came from James, ghe was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing hthe circumcision party.[1] 13And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that their iconduct was not in step with jthe truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas kbefore them all, If you, though a Jew, llive like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?

Justified by Faith

 15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not mGentile sinners; 16yet we know that na person is not justified[2] by works of the law obut through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, pbecause by works of the law no one will be justified.

 17But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found qto be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19For through the law I rdied to the law, so that I might slive to God. 20I have been tcrucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives uin me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, vwho loved me and wgave himself for me. 21I do not nullify the grace of God, for xif righteousness[3] were through the law, ythen Christ died for no purpose.

By Faith, or by Works of the Law?

 GALATIANS 3 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? zIt was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly aportrayed as crucified. 2Let me ask you only this: bDid you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by chearing with faith? 3Are you so foolish? dHaving begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by[1] the flesh? 4eDid you suffer[2] so many things in vainif indeed it was in vain? 5Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and fworks miracles among you do so gby works of the law, or by hearing with faith 6just as hAbraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness?

 7Know then that it is ithose of faith who are jthe sons of Abraham. 8And the Scripture, foreseeing that kGod would justify[3] the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, lIn you shall all the nations be blessed. 9So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

 10For all who rely on works of the law are munder a curse; for it is written, nCursed be everyone who does not oabide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them. 11Now it is evident that pno one is justified before God by the law, for qThe righteous shall live by faith.[4] 12But the law is not of faith, rather rThe one who does them shall live by them. 13Christ sredeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for usfor it is written, tCursed is everyone who is hanged uon a tree 14so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might vcome to the Gentiles, so that wwe might receive xthe promised Spirit[5] through faith.

The Law and the Promise

 15yTo give a human example, brothers:[6] zeven with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16Now athe promises were made bto Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, And to offsprings, referring to many, but referring to one, cAnd to your offspring, who is Christ. 17This is what I mean: the law, which came d430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as eto make the promise void. 18For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but fGod gave it to Abraham by a promise.

 19Why then the law? gIt was added because of transgressions, huntil the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was iput in place through angels jby an intermediary. 20Now kan intermediary implies more than one, but lGod is one.

 21Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For mif a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22But the Scripture nimprisoned everything under sin, so that othe promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given pto those who believe.

 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, qimprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, rthe law was our sguardian until Christ came, tin order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus uyou are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you as vwere baptized winto Christ have xput on Christ. 28yThere is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave[7] nor free, zthere is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And aif you are Christs, then you are Abrahams offspring, bheirs according to promise.

Sons and Heirs

 GALATIANS 4 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave,[1] though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we were children, cwere enslaved to the elementary principles[2] of the world. 4But dwhen the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, eborn fof woman, born gunder the law, 5hto redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive iadoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent jthe Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba! Father! 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then kan heir through God.

Pauls Concern for the Galatians

 8Formerly, when you ldid not know God, you mwere enslaved to those that by nature nare not gods. 9But now that you have come to know God, or rather oto be known by God, phow can you turn back again to qthe weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 10rYou observe days and months and seasons and years! 11I am afraid sI may have labored over you in vain.

 12Brothers,[3] tI entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. uYou did me no wrong. 13You know it was vbecause of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you wat first, 14and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me xas an angel of God, yas Christ Jesus. 15What then has become of your blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. 16Have I then become your enemy by ztelling you the truth?[4] 17They make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. 18It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose, and anot only when I am present with you, 19bmy little children, cfor whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ dis formed in you! 20I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.

Example of Hagar and Sarah

 21Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, eone by a slave woman and fone by a free woman. 23But gthe son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while hthe son of the free woman was born through promise. 24Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two icovenants. jOne is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia;[5] she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26But kthe Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27For it is written,

 lRejoice, O barren one who does not bear;

break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more

than those of the one who has a husband.

 28Now you,[6] brothers, mlike Isaac, nare children of promise. 29But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh opersecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, pso also it is now. 30But what does the Scripture say? qCast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman. 31So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but rof the free woman.

Christ Has Set Us Free

 GALATIANS 5 For sfreedom Christ has tset us free; ustand firm therefore, and do not submit again to va yoke of wslavery.

 2Look: I, Paul, say to you that xif you accept circumcision, yChrist will be of no advantage to you. 3I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that zhe is obligated to keep the whole law. 4You are asevered from Christ, byou who would be justified[1] by the law; cyou have fallen away from grace. 5For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly dwait for the hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus eneither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but fonly faith working through love.

 7gYou were running well. Who hindered you from obeying hthe truth? 8This persuasion is not from ihim who calls you. 9jA little leaven leavens the whole lump. 10kI have confidence in the Lord that you will ltake no other view, and mthe one who is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. 11But if I, brothers,[2] still preach[3] circumcision, nwhy am I still being persecuted? In that case othe offense of the cross has been removed. 12I wish pthose who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. qOnly do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love rserve one another. 14For sthe whole law is fulfilled in one word: tYou shall love your neighbor as yourself. 15But if you ubite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.

Keep in Step with the Spirit

 16But I say, vwalk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify wthe desires of the flesh. 17For xthe desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, yto keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are zled by the Spirit, ayou are not under the law. 19Now bthe works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, cdivisions, 21envy,[4] drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that dthose who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But ethe fruit of the Spirit is flove, joy, peace, patience, gkindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23hgentleness, iself-control; jagainst such things there is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus khave crucified the flesh with its lpassions and desires.

 25If we live by the Spirit, mlet us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26nLet us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Bear One Anothers Burdens

 GALATIANS 6 Brothers,[1] oif anyone is caught in any transgression, pyou who are spiritual should restore him in qa spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2rBear one anothers burdens, and sso fulfill tthe law of Christ. 3For uif anyone thinks he is something, vwhen he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4But let each one wtest his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5For xeach will have to bear his own load.

 6yLet the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. 7zDo not be deceived: God is not mocked, for awhatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8For bthe one who sows to his own flesh cwill from the flesh reap corruption, but dthe one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9And elet us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, fif we do not give up. 10So then, gas we have opportunity, let us hdo good to everyone, and especially to those who are iof the household of faith.

Final Warning and Benediction

 11See with what large letters I am writing to you jwith my own hand. 12kIt is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh lwho would force you to be circumcised, and only min order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 14But far be it from me to boast nexcept in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which[2] the world ohas been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For pneither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but qa new creation. 16And as for all who walk by this rule, rpeace and mercy be upon them, and upon sthe Israel of God.

 17From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.

 18tThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be uwith your spirit, brothers. Amen.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Galatians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church; also verse 11

[2] 1:10 Or slave; Greek bondservant

[3] 1:11 Greek not according to man

[4] 1:15 Greek set me apart from my mother's womb

[5] 1:16 Greek in

[6] 1:16 Greek with flesh and blood


Footnotes for Galatians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:12 Or fearing those of the circumcision

[2] 2:16 Or counted righteous (three times in verse 16); also verse 17

[3] 2:21 Or justification


Footnotes for Galatians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:3 Or now ending with

[2] 3:4 Or experience

[3] 3:8 Or count righteous; also verses 11, 24

[4] 3:11 Or The one who by faith is righteous will live

[5] 3:14 Greek receive the promise of the Spirit

[6] 3:15 Or brothers and sisters

[7] 3:28 Greek bondservant


Footnotes for Galatians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Greek bondservant; also verse 7

[2] 4:3 Or elemental spirits; also verse 9

[3] 4:12 Or Brothers and sisters; also verses 28, 31

[4] 4:16 Or by dealing truthfully with you

[5] 4:25 Some manuscripts For Sinai is a mountain in Arabia

[6] 4:28 Some manuscripts we


Footnotes for Galatians, Chapter 5

[1] 5:4 Or counted righteous

[2] 5:11 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 13

[3] 5:11 Greek proclaim

[4] 5:21 Some manuscripts add murder


Footnotes for Galatians, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Or Brothers and sisters; also verse 18

[2] 6:14 Or through whom
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Ephesians

Greeting

 EPHESIANS 1 Paul, aan apostle of Christ Jesus bby the will of God,

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and care faithful[1] in Christ Jesus:

 2dGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Spiritual Blessings in Christ

 3eBlessed be fthe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing gin the heavenly places, 4heven as he ichose us in him jbefore the foundation of the world, that we should be kholy and blameless before him. In love 5lhe predestined us[2] for madoption as sons through Jesus Christ, naccording to the purpose of his will, 6oto the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in pthe Beloved. 7qIn him we have rredemption sthrough his blood, tthe forgiveness of our trespasses, uaccording to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9vmaking known[3] to us the mystery of his will, naccording to his purpose, which he wset forth in Christ 10as a plan for xthe fullness of time, yto unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

 11In him we have obtained zan inheritance, ahaving been predestined baccording to the purpose of him who works all things according to cthe counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be dto the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard ethe word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, fwere sealed with the gpromised Holy Spirit, 14who is hthe guarantee[4] of our iinheritance until jwe acquire kpossession of it,[5] lto the praise of his glory.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

 15For this reason, mbecause I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love[6] toward all the saints, 16I ndo not cease to give thanks for you, oremembering you in my prayers, 17that pthe God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, qmay give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18rhaving the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is sthe hope to which he has called you, what are tthe riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, uaccording to the working of vhis great might 20that he worked in Christ wwhen he raised him from the dead and xseated him at his right hand yin the heavenly places, 21zfar above aall rule and authority and power and dominion, and above bevery name that is named, not only in cthis age but also in the one to come. 22And dhe put all things under his feet and gave him as ehead over all things to the church, 23fwhich is his body, gthe fullness of him hwho fills iall in all.

By Grace Through Faith

 EPHESIANS 2 jAnd you were kdead in the trespasses and sins 2lin which you once walked, following the course of this world, following mthe prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in nthe sons of disobedience 3among whom we all once lived in othe passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body[1] and the mind, and pwere by nature qchildren of wrath, like the rest of mankind.[2] 4But[3] God, being rrich in mercy, sbecause of the great love with which he loved us, 5even twhen we were dead in our trespasses, umade us alive together with Christvby grace you have been saved 6and raised us up with him and wseated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable xriches of his grace in ykindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For zby grace you have been saved athrough faith. And this is bnot your own doing; cit is the gift of God, 9dnot a result of works, eso that no one may boast. 10For fwe are his workmanship, gcreated in Christ Jesus hfor good works, iwhich God prepared beforehand, jthat we should walk in them.

One in Christ

 11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called kthe circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands 12remember lthat you were at that time separated from Christ, malienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to nthe covenants of promise, ohaving no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were pfar off have been brought near qby the blood of Christ. 14For rhe himself is our peace, swho has made us both one and has broken down tin his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in uordinances, that he might create in himself one vnew man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might wreconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and xpreached peace to you who were yfar off and peace to those who were znear. 18For athrough him we both have baccess in cone Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer dstrangers and aliens,[4] but you are efellow citizens with the saints and fmembers of the household of God, 20gbuilt on the foundation of the hapostles and prophets, iChrist Jesus himself being jthe cornerstone, 21kin whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into la holy temple in the Lord. 22In him myou also are being built together ninto a dwelling place for God by[5] the Spirit.

The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed

 EPHESIANS 3 For this reason I, Paul, oa prisoner for Christ Jesus pon behalf of you Gentiles 2assuming that you have heard of qthe stewardship of rGods grace that was given to me for you, 3show the mystery was made known to me tby revelation, uas I have written briefly. 4vWhen you read this, you can perceive my insight into wthe mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is[1] that the Gentiles are xfellow heirs, ymembers of the same body, and zpartakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

 7aOf this gospel I was made ba minister according to the gift of cGods grace, which was given me dby the working of his power. 8To me, ethough I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, fto preach to the Gentiles the gunsearchable hriches of Christ, 9and ito bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery jhidden for ages in[2] God kwho created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold lwisdom of God mmight now be made known to nthe rulers and authorities oin the heavenly places. 11This was paccording to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have qboldness and raccess with sconfidence through our tfaith in him. 13So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering ufor you, vwhich is your glory.

Prayer for Spiritual Strength

 14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom wevery family[3] in heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to xthe riches of his glory yhe may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit zin your inner being, 17aso that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faiththat you, being brooted and cgrounded in love, 18may have strength to dcomprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and eheight and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ fthat surpasses knowledge, that gyou may be filled with all hthe fullness of God.

 20iNow to jhim who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, kaccording to the power at work within us, 21lto him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Unity in the Body of Christ

 EPHESIANS 4 I therefore, ma prisoner for the Lord, urge you to nwalk in a manner worthy of othe calling to which you have been called, 2with all phumility and qgentleness, with rpatience, sbearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in tthe bond of peace. 4There is uone body and vone Spiritjust as you were called to the one whope that belongs to your call 5xone Lord, yone faith, zone baptism, 6aone God and Father of all, bwho is over all and through all and in all. 7But cgrace was given dto each one of us eaccording to the measure of Christs gift. 8Therefore it says,

 fWhen he ascended on high ghe led a host of captives,

and he gave gifts to men.[1]

 9(hIn saying, He ascended, what does it mean but that he had also descended into ithe lower regions, the earth?[2] 10He who descended is the one who also jascended kfar above all the heavens, that he might lfill all things.) 11And mhe gave the napostles, the prophets, the oevangelists, the pshepherds[3] and teachers,[4] 12qto equip the saints for the work of ministry, for rbuilding up sthe body of Christ, 13until we all attain to tthe unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, uto mature manhood,[5] to the measure of the stature of vthe fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, wtossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in xdeceitful schemes. 15Rather, yspeaking the truth in love, we are to zgrow up in every way into him who is athe head, into Christ, 16bfrom whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, cwhen each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

The New Life

 17Now this I say and dtestify in the Lord, ethat you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, fin the futility of their minds. 18They gare darkened in their understanding, halienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to itheir hardness of heart. 19They jhave become callous and khave given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20But that is not the way you llearned Christ! 21assuming that myou have heard about him and nwere taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22to oput off pyour old self,[6] which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through qdeceitful desires, 23and rto be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24and to put on sthe new self, tcreated after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

 25Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you uspeak the truth with his neighbor, for vwe are members one of another. 26wBe angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and xgive no opportunity to the devil. 28Let the thief no longer steal, but rather ylet him labor, zdoing honest work with his own hands, so athat he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29bLet no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give cgrace to those who hear. 30And ddo not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, eby whom you were sealed for the day of fredemption. 31gLet all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32hBe kind to one another, tenderhearted, iforgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Walk in Love

 EPHESIANS 5 jTherefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And kwalk in love, las Christ loved us and mgave himself up for us, a nfragrant ooffering and sacrifice to God.

 3But psexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness qmust not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be rno filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, swhich are out of place, but instead tlet there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that ueveryone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (vthat is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6wLet no one xdeceive you with empty words, for because of these things ythe wrath of God comes upon zthe sons of disobedience. 7Therefore ado not become partners with them; 8for bat one time you were cdarkness, but now you are light in the Lord. dWalk as children of light 9(for ethe fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and ftry to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11gTake no part in the hunfruitful iworks of darkness, but instead jexpose them. 12For kit is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when lanything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

 mAwake, O sleeper,

and narise from the dead,

and oChrist will shine on you.

 15pLook carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16pmaking the best use of the time, because qthe days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what rthe will of the Lord is. 18And sdo not get drunk with wine, for that is tdebauchery, but ube filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in vpsalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20wgiving thanks always and for everything to God the Father xin the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21ysubmitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Wives and Husbands

 22zWives, asubmit to your own husbands, bas to the Lord. 23For cthe husband is the head of the wife even as dChrist is the head of the church, his body, and is ehimself its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit fin everything to their husbands.

 25gHusbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and hgave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by ithe washing of water jwith the word, 27so kthat he might present the church to himself in splendor, lwithout spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.[1] 28In the same way mhusbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because nwe are members of his body. 31oTherefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and pthe two shall become one flesh. 32This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33However, qlet each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she rrespects her husband.

Children and Parents

 EPHESIANS 6 sChildren, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2tHonor your father and mother (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land. 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, ubut bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Bondservants and Masters

 5vBondservants,[1] obey your earthly masters[2] with fear and trembling, wwith a sincere heart, xas you would Christ, 6not by the way of eye-service, as ypeople-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8zknowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, awhether he is a bondservant[3] or is free. 9Masters, do the same to them, band stop your threatening, knowing that che who is both their Master[4] and yours is in heaven, and that dthere is no partiality with him.

The Whole Armor of God

 10Finally, ebe strong in the Lord and in fthe strength of his might. 11gPut on hthe whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against ithe schemes of the devil. 12For jwe do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against kthe rulers, against the authorities, against lthe cosmic powers over mthis present darkness, against nthe spiritual forces of evil oin the heavenly places. 13Therefore ptake up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in qthe evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, rhaving fastened on the belt of truth, and shaving put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, tas shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up uthe shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all vthe flaming darts of wthe evil one; 17and take sthe helmet of salvation, and xthe sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18praying yat all times zin the Spirit, awith all prayer and supplication. To that end bkeep alert with all perseverance, making csupplication for all the saints, 19and dalso for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth eboldly to proclaim fthe mystery of the gospel, 20for which I gam an ambassador hin chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.

Final Greetings

 21iSo that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, jTychicus the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. 22I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may kencourage your hearts.

 23lPeace be to the brothers,[5] and mlove with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all who nlove our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Ephesians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Some manuscripts saints who are also faithful (omitting in Ephesus)

[2] 1:5 Or before him in love, having predestined us

[3] 1:9 Or he lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight, making known... ;

[4] 1:14 Or down payment

[5] 1:14 Or until God redeems his possession

[6] 1:15 Some manuscripts omit your love


Footnotes for Ephesians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:3 Greek flesh

[2] 2:3 Greek like the rest

[3] 2:4 Or And

[4] 2:19 Or sojourners

[5] 2:22 Or in


Footnotes for Ephesians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:6 The words This mystery is are inferred from verse 4

[2] 3:9 Or by

[3] 3:15 Or fatherhood; the Greek word patria is closely related to the word for Father in verse 14


Footnotes for Ephesians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:8 The Greek word anthropoi can refer to both men and women

[2] 4:9 Or the lower parts of the earth?

[3] 4:11 Or pastors

[4] 4:11 Or the shepherd-teachers

[5] 4:13 Greek to a full-grown man

[6] 4:22 Greek man; also verse 24


Footnotes for Ephesians, Chapter 5

[1] 5:27 Or holy and blameless


Footnotes for Ephesians, Chapter 6

[1] 6:5 Or slaves; also verse 6 (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 6:5 Or your masters according to the flesh

[3] 6:8 Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[4] 6:9 Greek Lord

[5] 6:23 Or brothers and sisters
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Philippians

Greeting

 PHILIPPIANS 1 Paul and Timothy, servants[1] of Christ Jesus,

To all the asaints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the boverseers[2] and cdeacons:[3]

 2dGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

 3eI thank my God fin all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5gbecause of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began ha good work in you iwill bring it to completion at jthe day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you kin my heart, for you are all lpartakers with me of grace,[4] both min my imprisonment and in nthe defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For oGod is my witness, phow I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that qyour love may abound more and more, rwith knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, sand so be pure and blameless tfor the day of Christ, 11filled uwith the fruit of righteousness that comes vthrough Jesus Christ, wto the glory and praise of God.

The Advance of the Gospel

 12I want you to know, brothers,[5] that what has happened to me has really xserved to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard[6] and yto all the rest that zmy imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold ato speak the word[7] without fear.

 15bSome indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16The latter do it out of love, cknowing that I am put here for dthe defense of the gospel. 17The former proclaim Christ eout of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.

To Live Is Christ

 Yes, and I will rejoice, 19for I know that fthrough your prayers and gthe help of hthe Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope ithat I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full jcourage now as always Christ kwill be honored in my body, lwhether by life or by death. 21For to me mto live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23nI am hard pressed between the two. My desire is oto depart and pbe with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25qConvinced of this, rI know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your sprogress and tjoy in the faith, 26so that in me uyou may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

 27Only vlet your manner of life be wworthy[8] of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you xthat you are standing firm in one spirit, with yone mind zstriving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is aa clear sign to them of their destruction, but bof your salvation, and that from God. 29For cit has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also bsuffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same dconflict that eyou saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Christs Example of Humility

 PHILIPPIANS 2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from flove, any gparticipation in the Spirit, any haffection and sympathy, 2icomplete my joy by being jof the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from kselfish ambition or lconceit, but in mhumility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you nlook not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5oHave this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,[1] 6pwho, though he was in qthe form of God, did not count equality with God ra thing to be grasped, 7but semptied himself, by taking the form of a tservant,[2] ubeing born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by vbecoming obedient to the point of death, weven death on a cross. 9xTherefore yGod has zhighly exalted him and bestowed on him athe name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus bevery knee should bow, cin heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and devery tongue confess that Jesus Christ is eLord, to the glory of God the Father.

Lights in the World

 12Therefore, my beloved, fas you have always gobeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13for hit is God who works in you, both to will and to work for ihis good pleasure.

 14Do all things jwithout grumbling or kdisputing, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, lchildren of God mwithout blemish nin the midst of oa crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine pas lights in the world, 16holding fast to qthe word of life, so that in rthe day of Christ sI may be proud that tI did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be upoured out as a drink offering upon vthe sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

Timothy and Epaphroditus

 19I hope in the Lord Jesus wto send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 20For I have no one xlike him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21For they all yseek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22But you know Timothys[3] zproven worth, how aas a son[4] with a father bhe has served with me in the gospel. 23I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with me, 24and cI trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also.

 25I have thought it necessary to send to you dEpaphroditus my brother and fellow worker and efellow soldier, and your messenger and fminister to my need, 26for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 29So greceive him in the Lord with all joy, and hhonor such men, 30for he nearly died ifor the work of Christ, risking his life jto complete what was lacking in your service to me.

Righteousness Through Faith in Christ

 PHILIPPIANS 3 Finally, my brothers,[1] krejoice in the Lord. lTo write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.

 2Look out for mthe dogs, look out for nthe evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3For owe are the circumcision, pwho worship qby the Spirit of God[2] and rglory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh 4sthough I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5tcircumcised on the eighth day, uof the people of Israel, vof the tribe of Benjamin, ua Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, wa Pharisee; 6xas to zeal, ya persecutor of the church; zas to righteousness under the law,[3] blameless. 7But awhatever gain I had, bI counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of cthe surpassing worth of dknowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I ehave suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having fa righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but gthat which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith 10hthat I may know him and ithe power of his resurrection, and jmay share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may kattain the resurrection from the dead.

Straining Toward the Goal

 12Not that I have already lobtained this or mam already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: nforgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for othe prize of the upward pcall of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let those of us who are qmature think this way, and if in anything ryou think otherwise, sGod will reveal that also to you. 16Only tlet us hold true to what we have attained.

 17Brothers, ujoin in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk vaccording to the example you have in us. 18For wmany, of whom I have often told you and now tell you xeven with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19yTheir end is destruction, ztheir god is their belly, and athey glory in their shame, with bminds set on earthly things. 20But cour citizenship is in heaven, and dfrom it we eawait a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform four lowly body gto be like his glorious body, hby the power that enables him even ito subject all things to himself.

 PHILIPPIANS 4 Therefore, my brothers,[1] whom I love and jlong for, kmy joy and lcrown, mstand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

Exhortation, Encouragement, and Prayer

 2I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to nagree in the Lord. 3Yes, I ask you also, true companion,[2] help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, owhose names are in the book of life.

 4pRejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. qThe Lord is at hand; 6rdo not be anxious about anything, sbut in everything by prayer and supplication twith thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And uthe peace of God, vwhich surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and wreceived and heard and seen xin mepractice these things, and ythe God of peace will be with you.

Gods Provision

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length zyou have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be acontent. 12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and bhunger, abundance and cneed. 13I can do all things dthrough him who strengthens me.

 14Yet it was kind of you eto share[3] my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that fin the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, gno church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17hNot that I seek the gift, but I seek ithe fruit that increases to your credit.[4] 18I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, jhaving received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, ka fragrant offering, la sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God mwill supply every need of yours naccording to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To oour God and Father be pglory forever and ever. Amen.

Final Greetings

 21Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. qThe brothers who are with me greet you. 22rAll the saints greet you, especially those of Caesars household.

 23sThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Philippians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or slaves (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 1:1 Or bishops; Greek episkopoi

[3] 1:1 Or servants, or ministers; Greek diakonoi

[4] 1:7 Or you all have fellowship with me in grace

[5] 1:12 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church; also verse 14

[6] 1:13 Greek in the whole praetorium

[7] 1:14 Some manuscripts add of God

[8] 1:27 Greek Only behave as citizens worthy


Footnotes for Philippians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:5 Or which was also in Christ Jesus

[2] 2:7 Greek bondservant

[3] 2:22 Greek his

[4] 2:22 Greek child


Footnotes for Philippians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 13, 17

[2] 3:3 Some manuscripts God in spirit

[3] 3:6 Greek in the law


Footnotes for Philippians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 8, 21

[2] 4:3 Or loyal Syzygus; Greek true yokefellow

[3] 4:14 Or have fellowship in

[4] 4:17 Or I seek the profit that accrues to your account
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Colossians

Greeting

 COLOSSIANS 1 Paul, aan apostle of Christ Jesus bby the will of God, and Timothy cour brother,

 2To the dsaints and faithful brothers[1] in Christ at Colossae:

eGrace to you and peace from God our Father.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

 3fWe always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4since we heard of gyour faith in Christ Jesus and of gthe love that you have for all the saints, 5because of hthe hope ilaid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in jthe word of the truth, the gospel, 6which has come to you, as indeed kin the whole world it is lbearing fruit and increasingas it also does among you, since the day you mheard it and understood nthe grace of God in truth, 7just as you learned it from oEpaphras our beloved pfellow servant.[2] He is pa faithful minister of Christ on your[3] behalf 8and has made known to us your qlove in the Spirit.

 9And so, rfrom the day we heard, swe have not ceased to pray for you, asking that tyou may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all uspiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so as vto walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, wfully pleasing to him, xbearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 11yMay you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for zall endurance and patience awith joy, 12bgiving thanks[4] to the Father, who has qualified you[5] to share in cthe inheritance of the saints in light. 13He dhas delivered us from ethe domain of darkness and transferred us to fthe kingdom of ghis beloved Son, 14hin whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Preeminence of Christ

 15iHe is the image of jthe invisible God, kthe firstborn of all creation. 16For by[6] him all things were created, lin heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether mthrones or ndominions or rulers or authoritiesall things were created othrough him and for him. 17And phe is before all things, and in him all things qhold together. 18And rhe is the head of the body, the church. He is sthe beginning, tthe firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For uin him all the vfullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and wthrough him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, xmaking peace yby the blood of his cross.

 21zAnd you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, adoing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled bin his body of flesh by his death, cin order to present you holy and blameless and dabove reproach before him, 23eif indeed you continue in the faith, fstable and steadfast, not shifting from gthe hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed hin all creation[7] under heaven, iand of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Pauls Ministry to the Church

 24Now jI rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh kI am filling up lwhat is lacking in Christs afflictions mfor the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25nof which I became a minister according to othe stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26pthe mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27qTo them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are rthe riches of the glory of pthis mystery, which is Christ in you, sthe hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that twe may present everyone umature in Christ. 29For this vI toil, wstruggling xwith all his energy that he powerfully works within me.

 COLOSSIANS 2 For I want you to know yhow great a wstruggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2that ztheir hearts may be encouraged, being aknit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of bGods mystery, which is Christ, 3cin whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4I say this in order dthat no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5For ethough I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your fgood order and gthe firmness of your faith in Christ.

Alive in Christ

 6hTherefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7irooted and jbuilt up in him and kestablished in the faith, just las you were taught, abounding min thanksgiving.

 8See to it that no one takes you captive by nphilosophy and oempty deceit, according to phuman tradition, according to the qelemental spirits[1] of the world, and not according to Christ. 9For rin him the whole fullness of deity dwells sbodily, 10and tyou have been filled in him, who is uthe head of all rule and authority. 11In him also vyou were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by wputting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12xhaving been buried with him in baptism, in which yyou were also raised with him through faith in zthe powerful working of God, zwho raised him from the dead. 13aAnd you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God bmade alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by ccanceling dthe record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15wHe disarmed the rulers and authorities[2] and eput them to open shame, by ftriumphing over them in him.[3]

Let No One Disqualify You

 16Therefore let no one gpass judgment on you hin questions of food and drink, or with regard to ia festival or ja new moon or a Sabbath. 17kThese are a shadow of the things to come, but lthe substance belongs to Christ. 18Let no one mdisqualify you, ninsisting on asceticism and worship of angels, ogoing on in detail about visions,[4] ppuffed up without reason by qhis sensuous mind, 19and rnot sholding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

 20If with Christ tyou died to the uelemental spirits of the world, vwhy, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations 21wDo not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch 22(xreferring to things that all perish as they are used)according to yhuman precepts and teachings? 23These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in zpromoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are aof no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.

Put On the New Self

 COLOSSIANS 3 bIf then you have been raised with Christ, seek cthe things that are above, where Christ is, dseated at the right hand of God. 2eSet your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For fyou have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ gwho is your[1] life happears, then you also will appear with him iin glory.

 5jPut to death therefore kwhat is earthly in you:[2] lsexual immorality, impurity, mpassion, evil desire, and covetousness, nwhich is idolatry. 6oOn account of these the wrath of God is coming.[3] 7pIn these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now qyou must put them all away: ranger, wrath, malice, sslander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9tDo not lie to one another, seeing that uyou have put off vthe old self[4] with its practices 10and whave put on xthe new self, ywhich is being renewed in knowledge zafter the image of aits creator. 11bHere there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,[5] free; but Christ is call, and in all.

 12dPut on then, as eGods chosen ones, holy and beloved, fcompassionate hearts, gkindness, hhumility, meekness, and patience, 13hbearing with one another and, iif one has a complaint against another, gforgiving each other; gas the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on jlove, which kbinds everything together in lperfect harmony. 15And let mthe peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called nin one body. And obe thankful. 16Let pthe word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, qsinging psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, rwith thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And swhatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, tgiving thanks to God the Father through him.

Rules for Christian Households

 18uWives, submit to your husbands, as vis fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your wives, and wdo not be harsh with them. 20Children, obey your parents xin everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22Bondservants,[6] obey xin everything those who are your earthly masters,[7] not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23yWhatever you do, work heartily, zas for the Lord and not for men, 24knowing that from the Lord ayou will receive the inheritance as your reward. bYou are serving the Lord Christ. 25For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

 COLOSSIANS 4 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

Further Instructions

 2cContinue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it dwith thanksgiving. 3At the same time, pray also for us, that God may eopen to us a door for the word, fto declare the mystery of Christ, gon account of which I am in prison 4that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.

 5hWalk in wisdom toward ioutsiders, making the best use of the time. 6Let your speech always jbe gracious, kseasoned with salt, lso that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

Final Greetings

 7Tychicus will tell you mall about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant[1] in the Lord. 8I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, 9and with him nOnesimus, our faithful and obeloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here.

 10pAristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark qthe cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructionsrif he comes to you, welcome him), 11and Jesus who is called sJustus. tThese are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and uthey have been a comfort to me. 12vEpaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always wstruggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand xmature and fully assured in all the will of God. 13For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14yLuke the beloved physician greets you, as does zDemas. 15Give my greetings to the brothers[2] at Laodicea, and to Nympha and athe church in her house. 16And when bthis letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. 17And say to cArchippus, See that you fulfill dthe ministry that you have received in the Lord.

 18I, Paul, ewrite this greeting with my own hand. fRemember gmy chains. hGrace be with you.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Colossians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[2] 1:7 Greek fellow bondservant

[3] 1:7 Some manuscripts our

[4] 1:12 Or patience, with joy giving thanks

[5] 1:12 Some manuscripts us

[6] 1:16 That is, by means of; or in

[7] 1:23 Or to every creature


Footnotes for Colossians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:8 Or elementary principles; also verse 20

[2] 2:15 Probably demonic rulers and authorities

[3] 2:15 Or in it (that is, the cross)

[4] 2:18 Or about the things he has seen


Footnotes for Colossians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:4 Some manuscripts our

[2] 3:5 Greek therefore your members that are on the earth

[3] 3:6 Some manuscripts add upon the sons of disobedience

[4] 3:9 Greek man; also as supplied in verse 10

[5] 3:11 Greek bondservant

[6] 3:22 Or Slaves; also 4:1 (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[7] 3:22 Or your masters according to the flesh


Footnotes for Colossians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:7 Greek fellow bondservant; also verse 12

[2] 4:15 Or brothers and sisters


	

Cross-references

Cross-references for Colossians, Chapter 1

1:1 a See 2 Cor. 1:1 b See 1 Cor. 1:1 c See 1 Thess. 3:2

1:2 d Eph. 1:1; See Phil. 1:1 e Rom. 1:7

1:3 f Eph. 1:15, 16; Philem. 4

1:4 g See 1 Thess. 1:3

1:5 h ver. 23; See Acts 23:6; Titus 1:2; Heb. 3:6 i 2 Tim. 4:8; 1 Pet. 1:4 j See Eph. 1:13

1:6 k [ver. 23; Ps. 98:3]; See Matt. 24:14 l John 15:5, 16; [Phil. 1:11] m [Rom. 16:26; Eph. 4:21] n See Acts 11:23

1:7 o ch. 4:12; Philem. 23 p ch. 4:7

1:8 q [Rom. 15:30]

1:9 r ver. 4 s 2 Thess. 1:11 t [Eph. 1:17] u ch. 4:5; Eph. 1:8; [1 Cor. 12:8]

1:10 v [Ps. 1:1, 3]; See Eph. 4:1 w [2 Cor. 5:9; Eph. 5:10; 1 Thess. 4:1] x ver. 6

1:11 y See Eph. 3:16 z Eph. 4:2 a See Matt. 5:12

1:12 b ch. 3:15; Eph. 5:20 c See Acts 26:18

1:13 d 1 Thess. 1:10 e Luke 22:53; Eph. 6:12 f 2 Pet. 1:11 g [Eph. 1:6]

1:14 h See Eph. 1:7

1:15 i See 2 Cor. 4:4 j See 1 Tim. 1:17 k [Ps. 89:27]; See Rom. 8:29

1:16 l Eph. 1:10 m [Ezek. 10:1] n Eph. 1:21 o Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 8:6

1:17 p [John 8:58]; See John 1:1 q [Heb. 1:3]

1:18 r See Eph. 1:22, 23 s Rev. 3:14 t Acts 26:23; 1 Cor. 15:20; Rev. 1:5

1:19 u ch. 2:9 v See John 1:16

1:20 w See 2 Cor. 5:18; Eph. 1:10 x See Eph. 2:14 y [Eph. 2:13]

1:21 z See Eph. 2:1, 2, 12 a [Titus 1:16]

1:22 b [Rom. 7:4] c Jude 24; See Eph. 1:4; 5:27 d 1 Cor. 1:8

1:23 e See John 15:4 f ch. 2:7; Eph. 3:17 g ver. 5, 6 h Mark 16:15; [Acts 2:5] i See 2 Cor. 3:6

1:24 j See 2 Cor. 7:4 k [2 Tim. 1:8; 2:10] l See 2 Cor. 1:5 m [Eph. 4:12]

1:25 n ver. 23 o See Eph. 3:2

1:26 p Eph. 3:9; See Rom. 16:25, 26

1:27 q [ch. 2:2] r Eph. 1:18; 3:16 p [See ver. 26 above] s 1 Tim. 1:1

1:28 t See ver. 22, 23 u See Matt. 5:48

1:29 v 1 Cor. 15:10; 1 Tim. 4:10 w ch. 4:12; [ch. 2:1] x See Eph. 1:19

Cross-references for Colossians, Chapter 2

2:1 y Phil. 1:30 w [See ch. 1:29 above]

2:2 z ch. 4:8; Eph. 6:22 a [ch. 3:14] b See ch. 1:27

2:3 c Isa. 11:2; 45:3; 1 Cor. 1:24, 30; 2:6, 7; [Luke 11:49; Eph. 1:8]

2:4 d Rom. 16:18; [Eph. 5:6; 2 Pet. 2:3]

2:5 e 1 Cor. 5:3 f 1 Cor. 14:40 g 1 Pet. 5:9

2:6 h ch. 1:10; 1 Thess. 4:1

2:7 i Eph. 3:17 j Acts 20:32; Eph. 2:20; See 1 Cor. 3:9 k Heb. 13:9 l Eph. 4:21 m ch. 4:2; Eph. 5:20

2:8 n [1 Tim. 6:20] o Eph. 5:6 p See Matt. 15:2 q ver. 20

2:9 r ch. 1:19; John 1:14 s [ver. 17]

2:10 t Eph. 3:19 u See Eph. 1:21, 22

2:11 v [Eph. 2:11]; See Rom. 2:29 w ver. 15; ch. 3:9

2:12 x Rom. 6:4 y ch. 3:1; [Rom. 6:5] z [1 Cor. 6:14]; See Acts 2:24; Eph. 1:19

2:13 a See Eph. 2:1 b See Eph. 2:5

2:14 c See Acts 3:19 d See Rom. 7:4

2:15 w [See ver. 11 above] e [Gen. 3:15; Ps. 68:18; Isa. 53:12; Matt. 12:29; Luke 10:18; John 12:31; 16:11; Eph. 4:8; Heb. 2:14] f Eph. 2:16

2:16 g Rom. 14:3, 10, 13 h Rom. 14:17; Heb. 9:10; See Lev. 11:2 i Lev. 23:2; Rom. 14:5 j [Mark 2:28]; See Num. 28:11

2:17 k Heb. 8:5; 10:1 l [ver. 2]

2:18 m 1 Cor. 9:24 n ver. 23 o [Ezek. 13:7; 1 Tim. 1:7] p [Eph. 4:17] q [Rom. 8:7]

2:19 r See Eph. 4:15, 16 s Rev. 2:13; 3:11

2:20 t See Rom. 6:2 u ver. 8 v [Gal. 4:9]

2:21 w ver. 16; 1 Tim. 4:3

2:22 x 1 Cor. 6:13 y Isa. 29:13; Matt. 15:9; [Titus 1:14]

2:23 z ver. 18 a [1 Tim. 4:8]

Cross-references for Colossians, Chapter 3

3:1 b ch. 2:12 c [Phil. 3:14] d See Eph. 1:20

3:2 e See Matt. 16:23

3:3 f ch. 2:20; See Rom. 6:2

3:4 g See John 11:25 h [Phil. 3:21; 1 Pet. 1:1, 7, 13; 1 John 2:28; 3:2] i 1 Cor. 15:43

3:5 j Rom. 8:13; [Gal. 5:24] k Rom. 6:13 l See Eph. 5:3, 5 m Rom. 1:26 n [Job 31:25, 26]

3:6 o See Eph. 5:6

3:7 p See Eph. 2:2, 11

3:8 q See Eph. 4:22 r Eph. 4:31 s See Eph. 4:29

3:9 t Lev. 19:11; See Eph. 4:25 u ch. 2:11 v Rom. 6:6; Eph. 4:22

3:10 w Eph. 4:24 x See Rom. 6:4 y See Rom. 12:2 z See Rom. 8:29 a [Eph. 2:10]

3:11 b [Rom. 10:12]; See 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 5:6 c Eph. 1:23

3:12 d ver. 10 e Rom. 8:33 f Phil. 2:1 g Eph. 4:32 h See Eph. 4:2

3:13 h [See ver. 12 above] i Mark 11:25 g [See ver. 12 above]

3:14 j [1 Thess. 5:8]; See Eph. 5:2 k Eph. 4:3 l Heb. 6:1; [John 17:23]

3:15 m See Phil. 4:7 n Eph. 2:16 o ver. 17

3:16 p John 15:3 q See Eph. 5:19 r ch. 4:6

3:17 s ver. 23; 1 Cor. 10:31 t ch. 1:12; 4:2; See Eph. 5:20

3:18 u For ch. 3:18–4:1, see Eph. 5:22–6:9 v Eph. 5:4; Philem. 8

3:19 w Eph. 4:31

3:20 x [Eph. 5:24; Titus 2:9]

3:22 x [See ver. 20 above]

3:23 y ver. 17 z [Philem. 16]

3:24 a [Eph. 6:8] b [1 Cor. 7:22]

Cross-references for Colossians, Chapter 4

4:2 c For ver. 2-4, see Eph. 6:18-20 d ch. 2:7

4:3 e See Acts 14:27 f See Rom. 16:25 g ver. 18; Eph. 6:20; See Phil. 1:7

4:5 h See Eph. 5:15-17 i See Mark 4:11

4:6 j ch. 3:16 k See Mark 9:50 l 1 Pet. 3:15

4:7 m For ver. 7-9, see Eph. 6:21, 22

4:9 n Philem. 10 o Philem. 16

4:10 p Acts 19:29; 20:4; 27:2; Philem. 24; [Rom. 16:7] q See Acts 15:37, 39 r [2 Tim. 4:11]

4:11 s [Acts 1:23; 18:7] t See Acts 11:2 u [Philem. 7]

4:12 v ch. 1:7; Philem. 23 w See Rom. 15:30 x See Matt. 5:48

4:14 y 2 Tim. 4:11; See Acts 16:10 z 2 Tim. 4:10; Philem. 24

4:15 a See Rom. 16:5

4:16 b 1 Thess. 5:27

4:17 c Philem. 2 d 2 Tim. 4:5

4:18 e See 1 Cor. 16:21 f [Heb. 13:3] g ver. 3; See Phil. 1:7 h 1 Tim. 6:21; 2 Tim. 4:22; [Titus 3:15]

	

1 Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians1 1 Thessalonians2 1 Thessalonians3 1 Thessalonians4 1 Thessalonians5 



Footnotes

Cross-references

	


1 Thessalonians

Greeting

 1 THESSALONIANS 1 Paul, aSilvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the bThessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

cGrace to you and peace.

The Thessalonians Faith and Example

 2dWe give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly[1] ementioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before four God and Father gyour work of faith and labor of hlove and isteadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, jbrothers[2] loved by God, kthat he has chosen you, 5because lour gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and min the Holy Spirit and with full nconviction. You know owhat kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And pyou became imitators of us qand of the Lord, for ryou received the word in much affliction, swith the tjoy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord usounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth veverywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind of wreception we had among you, and how xyou turned to God yfrom idols to serve the living and ztrue God, 10and ato wait for his Son bfrom heaven, cwhom he raised from the dead, Jesus dwho delivers us from ethe wrath to come.

Pauls Ministry to the Thessalonians

 1 THESSALONIANS 2 For you yourselves know, brothers,[1] that our fcoming to you gwas not in vain. 2But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated hat Philippi, as you know, iwe had boldness in our God jto declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much kconflict. 3For lour appeal does not spring from merror or nimpurity or oany attempt to deceive, 4but just as we have been approved by God pto be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not qto please man, but to please God rwho tests our hearts. 5sFor we never came with words of flattery,[2] as you know, nor with a pretext for greedtGod is witness. 6uNor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, vthough we could have made wdemands as xapostles of Christ. 7But we were ygentle[3] among you, zlike a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God abut also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.

 9For you remember, brothers, bour labor and toil: we cworked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10You are witnesses, and dGod also, ehow holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. 11For you know how, flike a father with his children, 12we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and gcharged hyou to walk in a manner worthy of God, iwho calls you into his own kingdom and glory.

 13And jwe also thank God constantly[4] for this, that when you received kthe word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it lnot as the word of men[5] but as what it really is, the word of God, mwhich is at work in you believers. 14For you, brothers, nbecame imitators of othe churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For pyou suffered the same things from your own countrymen qas they did from the Jews,[6] 15rwho killed both the Lord Jesus and sthe prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and toppose all mankind 16uby hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be savedso as always vto fill up the measure of their sins. But wwrath has come upon them at last![7]

Pauls Longing to See Them Again

 17But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, xin person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire yto see you face to face, 18because we wanted to come to youI, Paul, again and againbut Satan zhindered us. 19For what is our hope or ajoy or crown of boasting bbefore our Lord Jesus at his ccoming? Is it not you? 20For you are our glory and joy.

 1 THESSALONIANS 3 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing dto be left behind at Athens alone, 2and we esent Timothy, four brother and Gods coworker[1] in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 3that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that gwe are destined for this. 4For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, hjust as it has come to pass, and just as you know. 5For this reason, iwhen I could bear it no longer, iI sent to learn about your faith, jfor fear that somehow kthe tempter had tempted you and lour labor would be in vain.

Timothys Encouraging Report

 6But mnow that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of nyour faith and love and reported othat you always remember us kindly and plong to see us, as we long to see you 7for this reason, brothers,[2] in all our distress and affliction qwe have been comforted about you through your faith. 8For now we live, if you rare standing fast in the Lord. 9For swhat thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly tnight and day uthat we may see you face to face and vsupply what is lacking in your faith?

 11Now may wour God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, xdirect our way to you, 12and may the Lord ymake you increase and abound in love zfor one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that he may aestablish your hearts blameless in holiness before wour God and Father, at bthe coming of our Lord Jesus cwith all his saints.

A Life Pleasing to God

 1 THESSALONIANS 4 Finally, then, brothers,[1] we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you dreceived from us ehow you ought to walk and fto please God, just as you are doing, that you gdo so more and more. 2For hyou know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will of God, iyour sanctification:[2] jthat you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one of you know how to control his own kbody[3] in holiness and lhonor, 5not in mthe passion of lust nlike the Gentiles owho do not know God; 6that no one transgress and pwrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is qan avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For rGod has not called us for simpurity, but in holiness. 8Therefore twhoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, uwho gives his Holy Spirit to you.

 9Now concerning vbrotherly love wyou have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been xtaught by God yto love one another, 10for that indeed is what zyou are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to ado this more and more, 11and to aspire bto live quietly, and cto mind your own affairs, and dto work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12so that you may ewalk properly before foutsiders and be dependent on no one.

The Coming of the Lord

 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, gthat you may not grieve as others do hwho have no hope. 14For isince we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him jthose who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you kby a word from the Lord,[4] that lwe who are alive, who are left until mthe coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For nthe Lord himself will descend ofrom heaven pwith a cry of command, with the voice of qan archangel, and rwith the sound of the trumpet of God. And sthe dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be tcaught up together with them uin the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so vwe will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Day of the Lord

 1 THESSALONIANS 5 Now concerning wthe times and the seasons, brothers,[1] xyou have no need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that ythe day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, There is peace and security, then zsudden destruction will come upon them aas labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you bare not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all cchildren[2] of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then dlet us not sleep, as others do, but let us ekeep awake and fbe sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, gare drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, hhaving put on the breastplate of ifaith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for jwrath, but kto obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10lwho died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

Final Instructions and Benediction

 12We ask you, brothers, mto respect those who labor among you and nare over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. oBe at peace among yourselves. 14And we urge you, brothers, admonish pthe idle,[3] qencourage the fainthearted, rhelp the weak, sbe patient with them all. 15See that tno one repays anyone evil for evil, but always useek to do good to one another and to everyone. 16vRejoice always, 17wpray without ceasing, 18xgive thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19yDo not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise zprophecies, 21but atest everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil.

 23Now may bthe God of peace himself csanctify you completely, and may your dwhole espirit and soul and body be kept blameless at fthe coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24gHe who calls you is faithful; hhe will surely do it.

 25iBrothers, pray for us.

 26jGreet all the brothers with a holy kiss.

 27I put you under oath before the Lord to have kthis letter read to all the brothers.

 28lThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:2 Or without ceasing

[2] 1:4 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church


Footnotes for 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 9, 14, 17

[2] 2:5 Or with a flattering speech

[3] 2:7 Some manuscripts infants

[4] 2:13 Or without ceasing

[5] 2:13 The Greek word anthropoi can refer to both men and women

[6] 2:14 The Greek word Ioudaioi can refer to Jewish religious leaders and others under their influence, who opposed the Christian faith in that time

[7] 2:16 Or completely, or forever


Footnotes for 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Some manuscripts servant

[2] 3:7 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 10, 13

[2] 4:3 Or your holiness

[3] 4:4 Or how to take a wife for himself; Greek how to possess his own vessel

[4] 4:15 Or by the word of the Lord


Footnotes for 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 5

[1] 5:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 4, 12, 14, 25, 26, 27

[2] 5:5 Or sons; twice in this verse

[3] 5:14 Or disorderly, or undisciplined
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2 Thessalonians

Greeting

 2 THESSALONIANS 1 aPaul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving

 3bWe ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers,[1] as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4Therefore cwe ourselves boast about you din the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith ein all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.

The Judgment at Christs Coming

 5This is fevidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be gconsidered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering 6since indeed God considers it hjust ito repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7and to grant jrelief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when kthe Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven lwith his mighty angels 8min flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those nwho do not know God and on those who odo not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9They will suffer the punishment of peternal destruction, qaway from[2] the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10rwhen he comes on sthat day tto be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our utestimony to you vwas believed. 11To this end we walways pray for you, that our God may xmake you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every ywork of faith by his power, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus zmay be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Man of Lawlessness

 2 THESSALONIANS 2 Now concerning athe coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our bbeing gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers,[1] 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or calarmed, either dby a spirit or a espoken word, or ea letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that fthe day of the Lord has come. 3gLet no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, hunless the rebellion comes first, and ithe man of lawlessness[2] is revealed, jthe son of destruction,[3] 4who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, kproclaiming himself to be God. 5Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7For lthe mystery of lawlessness mis already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 8And then nthe lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus owill kill with pthe breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by qthe appearance of his coming. 9The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan rwith all power and false signs and wonders, 10and with all wicked deception for sthose who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11Therefore tGod sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe uwhat is false, 12in order that all may be condemned vwho did not believe the truth but whad pleasure in unrighteousness.

Stand Firm

 13But xwe ought always to give thanks to God for you, ybrothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you zas the firstfruits[4] ato be saved, bthrough sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14To this he called you through cour gospel, aso that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, dstand firm and hold to ethe traditions that you were taught by us, either fby our spoken word or by four letter.

 16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, gwho loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hhope through grace, 17comfort your hearts and iestablish them in every good work and word.

Pray for Us

 2 THESSALONIANS 3 Finally, brothers,[1] jpray for us, that kthe word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored,[2] as happened among you, 2and lthat we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For mnot all have faith. 3But nthe Lord is faithful. He will establish you and oguard you against pthe evil one.[3] 4And qwe have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we command. 5May the Lord rdirect your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

Warning Against Idleness

 6Now we command you, brothers, sin the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, tthat you keep away from any ubrother vwho is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7For you yourselves know whow you ought to imitate us, because xwe were not idle when we were with you, 8nor did we eat anyones bread without paying for it, but ywith toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9It was znot because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves aan example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: bIf anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11For we hear that some among you cwalk in idleness, not busy at work, but dbusybodies. 12Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.[4]

 13As for you, brothers, edo not grow weary in doing good. 14If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and fhave nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 15gDo not regard him as an enemy, but hwarn him as a brother.

Benediction

 16Now may ithe Lord of peace himself jgive you peace at all times in every way. kThe Lord be with you all.

 17I, Paul, write lthis greeting with my own hand. This is the sign of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way I write. 18mThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 Thessalonians, Chapter 1

[1] 1:3 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[2] 1:9 Or destruction that comes from


Footnotes for 2 Thessalonians, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 13, 15

[2] 2:3 Some manuscripts sin

[3] 2:3 Greek the son of perdition (a Hebrew idiom)

[4] 2:13 Some manuscripts chose you from the beginning


Footnotes for 2 Thessalonians, Chapter 3

[1] 3:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 6, 13

[2] 3:1 Or glorified

[3] 3:3 Or evil

[4] 3:12 Greek to eat their own bread
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1 Timothy

Greeting

 1 TIMOTHY 1 Paul, aan apostle of Christ Jesus bby command of cGod our Savior and of Christ Jesus dour hope,

 2To Timothy, emy true child in the faith:

fGrace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Warning Against False Teachers

 3gAs I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not hto teach any different doctrine, 4nor ito devote themselves to myths and endless jgenealogies, which promote kspeculations rather than the stewardship[1] from God that is by faith. 5The aim of our charge is love lthat issues from a pure heart and ma good conscience and na sincere faith. 6Certain persons, by oswerving from these, have wandered away into pvain discussion, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, qwithout understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.

 8Now we know that rthe law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding this, that the slaw is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers,[2] liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to tsound[3] doctrine, 11in accordance with uthe gospel of the glory of vthe blessed God wwith which I have been entrusted.

Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners

 12I thank him xwho has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, yappointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, zpersecutor, and insolent opponent. But aI received mercy bbecause I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and cthe grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the dfaith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is etrustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus fcame into the world to save sinners, gof whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To hthe King of the ages, iimmortal, jinvisible, kthe only God, lbe honor and glory forever and ever.[4] Amen.

 18This charge mI entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with nthe prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may owage the good warfare, 19pholding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have qmade shipwreck of their faith, 20among whom are rHymenaeus and sAlexander, whom I thave handed over to Satan that they may learn not to ublaspheme.

Pray for All People

 1 TIMOTHY 2 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2vfor kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and wdignified in every way. 3This is good, and xit is pleasing in the sight of yGod our Savior, 4who desires zall people to be saved and ato come to bthe knowledge of the truth. 5For cthere is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man[1] Christ Jesus, 6dwho gave himself as a ransom for all, which is ethe testimony given fat the proper time. 7gFor this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (hI am telling the truth, I am not lying), ia teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

 8I desire then that jin every place the men should pray, klifting lholy hands without anger or quarreling; 9likewise also mthat women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10nbut with what is proper for women who profess godlinesswith good works. 11Let a woman learn quietly owith all submissiveness. 12pI do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13qFor Adam was formed first, rthen Eve; 14and Adam was not deceived, but sthe woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15Yet she will be saved through tchildbearingif they continue in ufaith and love and holiness, with self-control.

Qualifications for Overseers

 1 TIMOTHY 3 The saying is vtrustworthy: If anyone aspires to wthe office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2Therefore xan overseer[1] must be above reproach, ythe husband of one wife,[2] zsober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, ahospitable, bable to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but cgentle, not quarrelsome, dnot a lover of money. 4He must manage his own household well, with all dignity ekeeping his children submissive, 5for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for wGods church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may fbecome puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be well thought of by goutsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into ha snare of the devil.

Qualifications for Deacons

 8iDeacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued,[3] jnot addicted to much wine, knot greedy for dishonest gain. 9They must lhold the mystery of the faith with ma clear conscience. 10And nlet them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11oTheir wives likewise must[4] be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, pfaithful in all things. 12Let deacons each be qthe husband of one wife, qmanaging their children and their own households well. 13For rthose who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

The Mystery of Godliness

 14I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:

 sHe[5] was manifested in the flesh,

vindicated[6] by the Spirit,[7]

tseen by angels,

uproclaimed among the nations,

vbelieved on in the world,

wtaken up in glory.

Some Will Depart from the Faith

 1 TIMOTHY 4 Now xthe Spirit expressly says that yin later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to zdeceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2through the insincerity of aliars whose consciences are seared, 3bwho forbid marriage and crequire abstinence from foods dthat God created eto be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4For feverything created by God is good, and gnothing is to be rejected if it is ereceived with thanksgiving, 5for it is made holy hby the word of God and prayer.

A Good Servant of Christ Jesus

 6iIf you put these things before the brothers,[1] you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have jfollowed. 7Have nothing to do with irreverent, ksilly myths. Rather ltrain yourself for godliness; 8for while mbodily training is of some value, godliness nis of value in every way, as oit holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 9The saying is ptrustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10For to this end we toil and strive,[2] because we have our hope set on the living God, qwho is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

 11Command and teach rthese things. 12sLet no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers tan example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14uDo not neglect the gift you have, which was given you vby prophecy when the council of elders wlaid their hands on you. 15Practice these things, immerse yourself in them,[3] so that xall may see your progress. 16yKeep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save zboth yourself and ayour hearers.

Instructions for the Church

 1 TIMOTHY 5 bDo not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, cyounger men as brothers, 2older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity.

 3Honor widows dwho are truly widows. 4But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn eto show godliness to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for fthis is pleasing in the sight of God. 5She gwho is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and hcontinues in supplications and prayers night and day, 6but ishe who is self-indulgent is jdead even while she lives. 7kCommand these things as well, so that they may be without reproach. 8But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for lmembers of his household, he has mdenied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

 9Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been nthe wife of one husband,[1] 10and having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has nshown hospitality, ohas washed the feet of the saints, has pcared for the afflicted, and has qdevoted herself to every good work. 11But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when rtheir passions draw them away from Christ, they desire to marry 12and so incur condemnation for having abandoned their former faith. 13Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and not only idlers, but also sgossips and tbusybodies, saying what they should not. 14So I would have uyounger widows marry, bear children, vmanage their households, and wgive the adversary no occasion for slander. 15xFor some have already strayed after Satan. 16If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those ywho are truly widows.

 17Let the elders zwho rule well be considered worthy of adouble honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18For the Scripture says, bYou shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain, and, cThe laborer deserves his wages. 19Do not admit a charge against an elder except don the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20As for those who persist in sin, erebuke them in the presence of all, fso that the rest may stand in fear. 21In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels gI charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, hdoing nothing from partiality. 22iDo not be hasty in the jlaying on of hands, nor ktake part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. 23(No longer drink only water, but luse a little wine mfor the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.) 24The sins of some people are conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but the sins of others appear later. 25So also good works are conspicuous, and neven those that are not cannot remain hidden.

 1 TIMOTHY 6 oLet all who are under a yoke as bondservants[1] regard their own masters as worthy of all honor, pso that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled. 2Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on the ground that they are qbrothers; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good service are believers and beloved.

False Teachers and True Contentment

 rTeach and urge these things. 3If anyone steaches a different doctrine and does not agree with tthe sound[2] words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching uthat accords with godliness, 4vhe is puffed up with conceit and wunderstands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for xcontroversy and for yquarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5and constant friction among people zwho are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, aimagining that godliness is a means of gain. 6But bgodliness cwith contentment is great gain, 7for dwe brought nothing into the world, and[3] we cannot take anything out of the world. 8But eif we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9But fthose who desire to be rich fall into temptation, ginto a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that hplunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of iall kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.

Fight the Good Fight of Faith

 11But as for you, jO man of God, kflee these things. lPursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12mFight the good fight of the faith. nTake hold of the eternal life oto which you were called and about which you made pthe good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13qI charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, rwho in his testimony before[4] Pontius Pilate made pthe good confession, 14to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until sthe appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will display tat the proper timehe who is uthe blessed and only Sovereign, vthe King of kings and Lord of lords, 16wwho alone has immortality, xwho dwells in yunapproachable light, zwhom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

 17As for the rich in athis present age, charge them bnot to be haughty, nor cto set their hopes on dthe uncertainty of riches, but on God, ewho richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18They are to do good, fto be rich in good works, to be generous and gready to share, 19thus hstoring up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may itake hold of jthat which is truly life.

 20O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. kAvoid the lirreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge, 21for by professing it some have swerved from the faith.

mGrace be with you.[5]

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 1 Timothy, Chapter 1

[1] 1:4 Or good order

[2] 1:10 That is, those who take someone captive in order to sell him into slavery

[3] 1:10 Or healthy

[4] 1:17 Greek to the ages of ages


Footnotes for 1 Timothy, Chapter 2

[1] 2:5 men and man render the same Greek word that is translated people in verses 1 and 4


Footnotes for 1 Timothy, Chapter 3

[1] 3:2 Or bishop; Greek episkopos; a similar term occurs in verse 1

[2] 3:2 Or a man of one woman; also verse 12

[3] 3:8 Or devious in speech

[4] 3:11 Or Wives, likewise, must, or Women, likewise, must

[5] 3:16 Greek Who; some manuscripts God; others Which

[6] 3:16 Or justified

[7] 3:16 Or vindicated in spirit


Footnotes for 1 Timothy, Chapter 4

[1] 4:6 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[2] 4:10 Some manuscripts and suffer reproach

[3] 4:15 Greek be in them


Footnotes for 1 Timothy, Chapter 5

[1] 5:9 Or a woman of one man


Footnotes for 1 Timothy, Chapter 6

[1] 6:1 Or slaves (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 6:3 Or healthy

[3] 6:7 Greek for; some manuscripts insert [it is] certain [that]

[4] 6:13 Or in the time of

[5] 6:21 The Greek for you is plural
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2 Timothy

Greeting

 2 TIMOTHY 1 Paul, aan apostle of Christ Jesus bby the will of God according to cthe promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus,

 2To Timothy, dmy beloved child:

eGrace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Guard the Deposit Entrusted to You

 3fI thank God gwhom I serve, as did my ancestors, hwith a clear conscience, as I remember you iconstantly in my prayers night and day. 4jAs I remember your tears, kI long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of lyour sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and myour mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6For this reason I remind you nto fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7for God gave us oa spirit not of fear but pof power and love and self-control.

 8Therefore qdo not be ashamed of rthe testimony about our Lord, nor of sme his prisoner, but tshare in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9uwho saved us and vcalled us to[1] a holy calling, wnot because of our works but because of vhis own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus xbefore the ages began,[2] 10and which now has ybeen manifested through zthe appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, awho abolished death and bbrought life and cimmortality to light through the gospel, 11dfor which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12ewhich is why I suffer as I do. But fI am not ashamed, for gI know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until hthat Day iwhat has been entrusted to me.[3] 13jFollow kthe pattern of lthe sound[4] words mthat you have heard from me, in nthe faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14By the Holy Spirit owho dwells within us, guard ithe good deposit entrusted to you.

 15You are aware that pall who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16May the Lord grant mercy to qthe household of Onesiphorus, for he often rrefreshed me and was not ashamed of smy chains, 17but when he arrived in Rome the searched for me earnestly and found me 18may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on uthat Day!and you well know all the service he vrendered at Ephesus.

A Good Soldier of Christ Jesus

 2 TIMOTHY 2 You then, wmy child, xbe strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2and ywhat you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses zentrust to faithful men[1] awho will be able to teach others also. 3bShare in suffering as ca good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier dgets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5eAn athlete is not fcrowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6It is gthe hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

 8Remember Jesus Christ, hrisen from the dead, the ioffspring of David, jas preached in my gospel, 9kfor which I am suffering, lbound with chains as a criminal. But mthe word of God is not bound! 10Therefore nI endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain othe salvation that is in Christ Jesus with peternal glory. 11The saying is qtrustworthy, for:

 rIf we have died with him, we will also slive with him;

12 tif we endure, we will also reign with him;

uif we deny him, he also will deny us;

13 vif we are faithless, whe remains faithful

for xhe cannot deny himself.

A Worker Approved by God

 14Remind them of these things, and ycharge them before God[2] znot to quarrel about words, awhich does no good, but only ruins the hearers. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved,[3] a worker bwho has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 16But cavoid dirreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, 17and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are eHymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have swerved from the truth, fsaying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. 19But Gods firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: gThe Lord knows those who are his, and, Let everyone hwho names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.

 20Now in ia great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, jsome for honorable use, some for dishonorable. 21Therefore, kif anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable,[4] he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, lready for every good work.

 22So mflee nyouthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with othose who call on the Lord pfrom a pure heart. 23Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant qcontroversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 24And rthe Lords servant[5] must not be quarrelsome but skind to everyone, table to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25correcting his opponents uwith gentleness. God vmay perhaps grant them repentance wleading to a knowledge of the truth, 26and they may come to their senses and escape from xthe snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.

Godlessness in the Last Days

 2 TIMOTHY 3 But understand this, that yin the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2For people will be zlovers of self, alovers of money, bproud, barrogant, abusive, bdisobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3cheartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, dnot loving good, 4treacherous, reckless, eswollen with conceit, flovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5having the appearance of godliness, but gdenying its power. hAvoid such people. 6For among them are ithose who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7always learning and never able to jarrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8Just as kJannes and Jambres lopposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, mmen corrupted in mind and ndisqualified regarding the faith. 9But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, oas was that of those two men.

All Scripture Is Breathed Out by God

 10pYou, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me qat Antioch, rat Iconium, and sat Lystrawhich persecutions I endured; yet tfrom them all uthe Lord rescued me. 12Indeed, all who desire to vlive a godly life in Christ Jesus wwill be persecuted, 13while xevil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and ybeing deceived. 14But as for you, zcontinue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom[1] you learned it 15and how afrom childhood you have been acquainted with bthe sacred writings, cwhich are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16dAll Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that ethe man of God[2] may be complete, fequipped gfor every good work.

Preach the Word

 2 TIMOTHY 4 hI charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, iwho is to judge the living and the dead, and by jhis appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; kreprove, rebuke, and lexhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3mFor the time is coming when people will not endure nsound[1] teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and owill turn away from listening to the truth and pwander off into myths. 5As for you, qalways be sober-minded, rendure suffering, do the work of san evangelist, tfulfill your ministry.

 6For uI am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my vdeparture has come. 7wI have fought the good fight, xI have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is ylaid up for me zthe crown of righteousness, which the Lord, athe righteous judge, will award to me on bthat Day, and not only to me but also to all cwho have loved his appearing.

Personal Instructions

 9dDo your best to come to me soon. 10For eDemas, fin love with gthis present world, hhas deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia,[2] iTitus to Dalmatia. 11hLuke alone is with me. Get jMark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. 12kTychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. 14lAlexander the coppersmith did me great harm; mthe Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. 16At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. nMay it not be charged against them! 17But othe Lord stood by me and pstrengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and qall the Gentiles might hear it. So rI was rescued sfrom the lions mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. tTo him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Final Greetings

 19Greet uPrisca and Aquila, and vthe household of Onesiphorus. 20Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left wTrophimus, who was ill, at Miletus. 21xDo your best to come before winter. Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers.[3]

 22The Lord be ywith your spirit. zGrace be with you.[4]

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 Timothy, Chapter 1

[1] 1:9 Or with

[2] 1:9 Greek before times eternal

[3] 1:12 Or what I have entrusted to him; Greek my deposit

[4] 1:13 Or healthy


Footnotes for 2 Timothy, Chapter 2

[1] 2:2 The Greek word anthropoi can refer to both men and women, depending on the context

[2] 2:14 Some manuscripts the Lord

[3] 2:15 That is, one approved after being tested

[4] 2:21 Greek from these things

[5] 2:24 Greek bondservant


Footnotes for 2 Timothy, Chapter 3

[1] 3:14 The Greek for whom is plural

[2] 3:17 That is, a messenger of God (the phrase echoes a common Old Testament expression)


Footnotes for 2 Timothy, Chapter 4

[1] 4:3 Or healthy

[2] 4:10 Some manuscripts Gaul

[3] 4:21 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[4] 4:22 The Greek for you is plural
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Titus

Greeting

 TITUS 1 Paul, a servant[1] of God and aan apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of Gods elect and btheir knowledge of the truth, cwhich accords with godliness, 2din hope of eternal life, which God, ewho never lies, fpromised gbefore the ages began[2] 3and hat the proper time manifested in his word ithrough the preaching jwith which I have been entrusted kby the command of God our Savior;

 4To Titus, lmy true child in ma common faith:

nGrace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

Qualifications for Elders

 5oThis is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and pappoint elders in every town as I directed you 6qif anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife,[3] and his children are believers[4] and not open to the charge of rdebauchery or insubordination. 7For an overseer,[5] sas Gods steward, must be above reproach. He must not tbe arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent uor greedy for gain, 8but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, vand disciplined. 9He must whold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in xsound[6] doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.

 10For there are many who are insubordinate, yempty talkers and deceivers, especially those of zthe circumcision party.[7] 11They must be silenced, since athey are upsetting whole families by teaching bfor shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12cOne of the Cretans,[8] a prophet of their own, said, Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.[9] 13This testimony is true. Therefore drebuke them esharply, that they fmay be sound in the faith, 14gnot devoting themselves to Jewish myths and hthe commands of people iwho turn away from the truth. 15jTo the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and kunbelieving, nothing is pure; but both ltheir minds and their consciences are defiled. 16mThey profess to know God, but they ndeny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, ounfit for any good work.

Teach Sound Doctrine

 TITUS 2 But as for you, teach what accords with psound[1] doctrine. 2Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, psound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. 3qOlder women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, rnot slanderers sor slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, 4and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, 5to be self-controlled, tpure, uworking at home, kind, and vsubmissive to their own husbands, wthat the word of God may not be reviled. 6Likewise, urge xthe younger men to be self-controlled. 7Show yourself in all respects to be ya model of good works, and in your teaching zshow integrity, adignity, 8and bsound speech that cannot be condemned, cso that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. 9dBondservants[2] are to be submissive to their own masters ein everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10not pilfering, fbut showing all good faith, gso that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.

 11For hthe grace of God ihas appeared, bringing salvation jfor all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and kworldly passions, and lto live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in mthe present age, 13nwaiting for our blessed ohope, the pappearing of the glory of our great qGod and Savior Jesus Christ, 14rwho gave himself for us to sredeem us from all lawlessness and tto purify for himself ta people for his own possession who are uzealous for good works.

 15Declare these things; exhort and vrebuke with all authority. wLet no one disregard you.

Be Ready for Every Good Work

 TITUS 3 Remind them xto be submissive to rulers and authorities, yto be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2zto speak evil of no one, ato avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and bto show perfect courtesy toward all people. 3For cwe ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4But when dthe goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, enot because of works done by us in righteousness, but faccording to his own mercy, by gthe washing of regeneration and hrenewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he ipoured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that jbeing justified by his grace we might become kheirs laccording to the hope of eternal life. 8The saying is mtrustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful nto devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. 9But oavoid foolish pcontroversies, qgenealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for rthey are unprofitable and worthless. 10As for a person who stirs up division, safter warning him once and then twice, thave nothing more to do with him, 11knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.

Final Instructions and Greetings

 12When I send Artemas or uTychicus to you, do your best to come to me vat Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and wApollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. 14And let our people learn xto devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not ybe unfruitful.

 15All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith.

zGrace be with you all.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Titus, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 1:2 Greek before times eternal

[3] 1:6 Or a man of one woman

[4] 1:6 Or are faithful

[5] 1:7 Or bishop; Greek episkopos

[6] 1:9 Or healthy; also verse 13

[7] 1:10 Or especially those of the circumcision

[8] 1:12 Greek One of them

[9] 1:12 Probably from Epimenides of Crete


Footnotes for Titus, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or healthy; also verses 2, 8

[2] 2:9 Or Slaves (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)
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Philemon

Greeting

 PHILEMON 1 Paul, aa prisoner for Christ Jesus, and bTimothy our brother,

To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and cArchippus our dfellow soldier, and ethe church in your house:

 3fGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemons Love and Faith

 4gI thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hhear of your love and iof the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full jknowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.[1] 7For I have derived much joy and kcomfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints lhave been refreshed through you.

Pauls Plea for Onesimus

 8Accordingly, mthough I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do nwhat is required, 9yet for loves sake I prefer to appeal to youI, Paul, an old man and now oa prisoner also for Christ Jesus 10I appeal to you for pmy child, qOnesimus,[2] rwhose father I became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me son your behalf tduring my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be uby compulsion but of your own accord. 15For this perhaps is why vhe was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, 16wno longer as a bondservant[3] but more than a bondservant, as xa beloved brotherespecially to me, but how much more to you, yboth in the flesh and in the Lord.

 17So if you consider me zyour partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19aI, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay itto say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. bRefresh my heart in Christ.

 21cConfident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 22At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for dI am hoping that ethrough your prayers fI will be graciously given to you.

Final Greetings

 23gEpaphras, my hfellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 24and so do iMark, iAristarchus, jDemas, and jLuke, my fellow workers.

 25kThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Philemon

[1] 6 Or for Christ's service

[2] 10 Onesimus means useful (see verse 11) or beneficial (see verse 20)

[3] 16 Or slave; twice in this verse (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)
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Hebrews

The Supremacy of Gods Son

 HEBREWS 1 Long ago, at many times and ain many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but bin these last days che has spoken to us by dhis Son, whom he appointed ethe heir of all things, fthrough whom also he created gthe world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and hthe exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. iAfter making purification for sins, jhe sat down kat the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name lhe has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

 5For to which of the angels did God ever say,

 mYou are my Son,

today I have begotten you?

Or again,

 nI will be to him a father,

and he shall be to me a son?

 6And again, when he brings othe firstborn into the world, he says,

 pLet all Gods angels worship him.

 7Of the angels he says,

 qHe makes his angels winds,

and his ministers a flame of fire.

 8But of the Son he says,

 rYour throne, O God, is forever and ever,

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;

therefore God, your God, shas anointed you

with tthe oil of gladness beyond your companions.

 10And,

 uYou, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,

and the heavens are the work of your hands;

11 they will perish, but you remain;

they will all wear out like a garment,

12 like a robe you will roll them up,

like a garment they will be changed.[1]

But you are vthe same,

and your years will have no end.

 13And to which of the angels has he ever said,

 wSit at my right hand

xuntil I make your enemies a footstool for your feet?

 14Are they not all ministering spirits ysent out to serve for the sake of those who are to zinherit salvation?

Warning Against Neglecting Salvation

 HEBREWS 2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2For since athe message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and bevery transgression or disobedience received a just cretribution, 3dhow shall we escape if we eneglect such a great salvation? It was fdeclared at first by the Lord, and it was gattested to us hby those who heard, 4gwhile God also bore witness iby signs and wonders and various miracles and by jgifts of the Holy Spirit kdistributed according to his will.

The Founder of Salvation

 5For it was not to angels that God subjected the world lto come, of which we are speaking. 6It has been testified somewhere,

 mWhat is man, that you are mindful of him,

or the son of man, that you care for him?

7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;

you have crowned him with glory and honor,[1]

8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, nwe do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9But we see him owho for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, pcrowned with glory and honor qbecause of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might rtaste death sfor everyone.

 10For it twas fitting that he, ufor whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons vto glory, should make the wfounder of their salvation xperfect through suffering. 11For yhe who sanctifies and zthose who are sanctified aall have one source.[2] That is why he is not ashamed to call them bbrothers,[3] 12saying,

 cI will tell of your name to my brothers;

in the midst of the dcongregation I will sing your praise.

 13And again,

 eI will put my trust in him.

And again,

 fBehold, I and the children gGod has given me.

 14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise hpartook of the same things, that ithrough death he might jdestroy kthe one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who lthrough fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he mhelps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had nto be made like his brothers in every respect, oso that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest pin the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered qwhen tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Jesus Greater Than Moses

 HEBREWS 3 Therefore, holy brothers,[1] you who share in ra heavenly calling, consider Jesus, sthe apostle and high priest of our confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed him, tjust as Moses also was faithful in all Gods[2] house. 3For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Mosesas much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by someone, but uthe builder of all things is God.) 5vNow Moses was faithful in all Gods house was a servant, xto testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6but Christ is faithful over Gods house as ya son. And zwe are his house if indeed we ahold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.[3]

A Rest for the People of God

 7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

 bToday, if you hear his voice,

8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,

on the day of testing in the wilderness,

9 where your fathers put me to the test

and saw my works for cforty years.

10 Therefore I was provoked with that generation,

and said, They always go astray in their heart;

they have not known my ways.

11 dAs I swore in my wrath,

They shall not enter my rest.

 12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from ethe living God. 13But fexhort one another every day, as long as it is called today, that none of you may be hardened by gthe deceitfulness of sin. 14For we have come to share in Christ, hif indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15As it is said,

 bToday, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.

 16For iwho were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not jall those who left Egypt led by Moses? 17And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, kwhose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom did he swear that lthey would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19So we see that mthey were unable to enter because of unbelief.

 HEBREWS 4 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem nto have failed to reach it. 2For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because othey were not united by faith with those who listened.[1] 3For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,

 pAs I swore in my wrath,

They shall not enter my rest,

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: qAnd God rested on the seventh day from all his works. 5And again in this passage he said,

 rThey shall not enter my rest.

 6Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news sfailed to enter because of disobedience, 7again he appoints a certain day, Today, saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted,

 tToday, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts.

 8For if Joshua had given them rest, God[2] would not have spoken of another day later on. 9So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for whoever has entered Gods rest has also urested from his works as God did from his.

 11Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so vthat no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. 12For wthe word of God is living and xactive, ysharper than any ztwo-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and adiscerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And bno creature is hidden from his sight, but all are cnaked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Jesus the Great High Priest

 14Since then we have da great high priest ewho has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, flet us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest gwho is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been dtempted as we are, hyet without sin. 16iLet us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

 HEBREWS 5 For every high priest chosen from among men jis appointed to act on behalf of men kin relation to God, lto offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2mHe can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself nis beset with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins ojust as he does for those of the people. 4And pno one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, qjust as Aaron was.

 5So also Christ rdid not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him,

 sYou are my Son,

today I have begotten you;

 6as he says also in another place,

 tYou are a priest forever,

after the order of Melchizedek.

 7In the days of his flesh, uJesus[1] offered up prayers and supplications, vwith loud cries and tears, to him wwho was able to save him from death, and xhe was heard because of his reverence. 8Although yhe was a son, zhe learned obedience through what he suffered. 9And abeing made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10being designated by God a high priest bafter the order of Melchizedek.

Warning Against Apostasy

 11About this we have much to say, and it is chard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again dthe basic principles of the oracles of God. You need emilk, not solid food, 13for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is fa child. 14But solid food is for gthe mature, for those who have their powers hof discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

 HEBREWS 6 Therefore ilet us leave jthe elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance kfrom dead works and of faith toward God, 2and of linstruction about washings,[1] mthe laying on of hands, nthe resurrection of the dead, and oeternal judgment. 3And this we will do pif God permits. 4For it is impossible, in the case of those qwho have once been enlightened, who have tasted rthe heavenly gift, and shave shared in the Holy Spirit, 5and thave tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and uthen have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since vthey are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 7For wland that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8But xif it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, yand its end is to be burned.

 9Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better thingsthings that belong to salvation. 10For zGod is not unjust so as to overlook ayour work and the love that you have shown for his name in bserving the saints, as you still do. 11And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance cof hope until the end, 12so that you may not be sluggish, but dimitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

The Certainty of Gods Promise

 13For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, ehe swore by himself, 14saying, fSurely I will bless you and multiply you. 15And thus Abraham,[2] ghaving patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes han oath is final for confirmation. 17So when God desired to show more convincingly to ithe heirs of the promise jthe unchangeable character of his purpose, khe guaranteed it with an oath, 18so that by two unchangeable things, in which lit is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope mset before us. 19We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into nthe inner place behind the curtain, 20where Jesus has gone oas a forerunner on our behalf, phaving become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

The Priestly Order of Melchizedek

 HEBREWS 7 For this qMelchizedek, king of rSalem, priest of sthe Most High God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3He is without father or mother tor genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.

 4See how great this man was to whom Abraham uthe patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 5And vthose descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers,[1] though these also are descended from Abraham. 6But this man wwho does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed xhim who had the promises. 7It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one yof whom it is testified that zhe lives. 9One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 10for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.

Jesus Compared to Melchizedek

 11aNow if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? 12For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. 13For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. 14For it is evident that our Lord was descended bfrom Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.

 15This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 16who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17For it is witnessed of him,

 cYou are a priest forever,

after the order of Melchizedek.

 18For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside dbecause of its weakness and uselessness 19(for ethe law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, fa better hope is introduced, through which gwe draw near to God.

 20And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath, 21but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him:

 hThe Lord has sworn

and will not change his mind,

You are a priest forever.

 22This makes Jesus the guarantor of ia better covenant.

 23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues jforever. 25Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost[2] kthose who draw near to God lthrough him, since he always lives mto make intercession for them.

 26For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, nholy, innocent, unstained, oseparated from sinners, and pexalted above the heavens. 27He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, qfirst for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this ronce for all when he offered up himself. 28For the law appoints men sin their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made tperfect forever.

Jesus, High Priest of a Better Covenant

 HEBREWS 8 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, uone who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2a minister in the holy places, in vthe true tent[1] that the Lord wset up, not man. 3For xevery high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus yit is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5They serve za copy and ashadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, bSee that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain. 6But as it is, Christ[2] has obtained a ministry that is cas much more excellent than the old as dthe covenant ehe mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7fFor if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.

 8For he finds fault with them when he says:[3]

 gBehold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,

when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel

and with the house of Judah,

9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers

on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.

For they did not continue in my covenant,

and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.

10 hFor this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel

after those days, declares the Lord:

I will put my laws into their minds,

and iwrite them on their hearts,

and I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.

11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor

and each one his brother, saying, Know the Lord,

for they shall jall know me,

from the least of them to the greatest.

12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,

kand I will remember their sins no more.

 13In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And lwhat is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

The Earthly Holy Place

 HEBREWS 9 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and man earthly place of holiness. 2For na tent[1] was prepared, the first section, in which were othe lampstand and pthe table and qthe bread of the Presence.[2] It is called the Holy Place. 3Behind rthe second curtain was a second section[3] called the Most Holy Place, 4having the golden saltar of incense and tthe ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was ua golden urn holding the manna, and vAarons staff that budded, and wthe tablets of the covenant. 5Above it were xthe cherubim of glory overshadowing ythe mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

 6These preparations having thus been made, zthe priests go regularly into the first section, performing their ritual duties, 7but into the second only athe high priest goes, and he but aonce a year, and not without taking blood, bwhich he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people. 8By this the Holy Spirit indicates that cthe way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing 9(which is symbolic for the present age).[4] According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered dthat cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10but deal only with efood and drink and fvarious washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.

Redemption Through the Blood of Christ

 11But when Christ appeared as a high priest gof the good things that have come,[5] then through hthe greater and more perfect tent (inot made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he jentered konce for all into the holy places, not by means of lthe blood of goats and calves but mby means of his own blood, nthus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if othe blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with pthe ashes of a heifer, sanctify[6] for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will qthe blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit roffered himself without blemish to God, spurify our[7] conscience tfrom dead works uto serve the living God.

 15Therefore he is vthe mediator of a new covenant, so that wthose who are called may xreceive the promised eternal inheritance, ysince a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.[8] 16For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17For za will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated awithout blood. 19For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took bthe blood of calves and goats, cwith water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20saying, dThis is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you. 21And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both ethe tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and fwithout the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

 23Thus it was necessary for gthe copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ has entered, not into holy places hmade with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God ion our behalf. 25Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as jthe high priest enters kthe holy places every year with blood not his own, 26for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, lhe has appeared monce for all nat the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And just as oit is appointed for man to die once, and pafter that comes judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once qto bear the sins of rmany, will appear sa second time, tnot to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly uwaiting for him.

Christs Sacrifice Once for All

 HEBREWS 10 For since the law has but va shadow wof the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, xit can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3But yin these sacrifices zthere is a reminder of sins every year. 4For ait is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

 5Consequently, bwhen Christ[1] came into the world, he said,

 cSacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body have you prepared for me;

6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings

you have taken no pleasure.

7 Then I said, Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.

 8When he said above, You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in csacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, dBehold, I have come to do your will. He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will ewe have been sanctified through the offering of fthe body of Jesus Christ gonce for all.

 11And every priest stands hdaily at his service, ioffering repeatedly the same sacrifices, jwhich can never take away sins. 12But when Christ[2] had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he ksat down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time luntil his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14For by a single offering mhe has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

 15And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

 16 nThis is the covenant that I will make with them

after those days, declares the Lord:

I will put my laws on their hearts,

and write them on their minds,

 17then he adds,

 oI will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.

 18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

The Full Assurance of Faith

 19pTherefore, brothers,[3] since we have confidence to enter qthe holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20by rthe new and living way that he opened for us through sthe curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have ta great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts usprinkled clean vfrom an evil conscience and our bodies wwashed with pure water. 23xLet us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for yhe who promised is faithful. 24And zlet us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25anot neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and ball the more as you see cthe Day drawing near.

 26For dif we go on sinning deliberately eafter receiving the knowledge of the truth, fthere no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27gbut a fearful expectation of judgment, and ha fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28iAnyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy jon the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one kwho has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned lthe blood of the covenant mby which he was sanctified, and has noutraged the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him who said, oVengeance is mine; I will repay. And again, pThe Lord will judge his people. 31qIt is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

 32But recall the former days when, after ryou were enlightened, you endured sa hard struggle with sufferings, 33sometimes being tpublicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34For uyou had compassion on those in prison, and vyou joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had wa better possession and an abiding one. 35Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has xa great reward. 36For yyou have need of endurance, so that zwhen you have done the will of God you may areceive what is promised. 37For,

 bYet a little while,

and cthe coming one will come and will not delay;

38 dbut my righteous one shall live by faith,

and if he shrinks back,

my soul has no pleasure in him.

 39But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.

By Faith

 HEBREWS 11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of ethings not seen. 2For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was created by fthe word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of gthings that are visible.

 4By faith hAbel offered to God ia more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And jthrough his faith, though he died, he kstill speaks. 5By faith lEnoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God mmust believe that he exists and mthat he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith nNoah, being warned by God concerning oevents as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of pthe righteousness that comes by faith.

 8By faith qAbraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place rthat he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in sthe land of promise, as in a foreign land, tliving in tents uwith Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to vthe city that has wfoundations, xwhose designer and builder is God. 11By faith ySarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered zhim faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and ahim as good as dead, were born descendants bas many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

 13These all died in faith, cnot having received the things promised, but dhaving seen them and greeted them from afar, and ehaving acknowledged that they were fstrangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, gthey would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed hto be called their God, for ihe has prepared for them a city.

 17By faith jAbraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, kThrough Isaac shall your offspring be named. 19lHe considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20By faith mIsaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21By faith nJacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, obowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22By faith pJoseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.

 23By faith qMoses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of rthe kings edict. 24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, srefused to be called the son of Pharaohs daughter, 25tchoosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy uthe fleeting pleasures of sin. 26vHe considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to wthe reward. 27By faith he xleft Egypt, ynot being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured zas seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith ahe kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.

 29By faith bthe people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30By faith cthe walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith dRahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she ehad given a friendly welcome to the spies.

 32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of fGideon, gBarak, hSamson, iJephthah, of jDavid and kSamuel and the prophets 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, lstopped the mouths of lions, 34mquenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, nbecame mighty in war, nput foreign armies to flight. 35oWomen received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even pchains and imprisonment. 37qThey were stoned, they were sawn in two,[1] rthey were killed with the sword. sThey went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated 38of whom the world was not worthytwandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

 39And all these, uthough commended through their faith, udid not receive what was promised, 40since God had provided something better for us, vthat apart from us they should not be made perfect.

Jesus, Founder and Perfecter of Our Faith

 HEBREWS 12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and wsin which clings so closely, and xlet us run ywith endurance the race that is zset before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, awho for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising bthe shame, and cis seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Do Not Grow Weary

 3dConsider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or efainthearted. 4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?

 fMy son, gdo not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,

nor be weary when reproved by him.

6 For hthe Lord disciplines the one he loves,

and chastises every son whom he receives.

 7It is for discipline that you have to endure. iGod is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without discipline, jin which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to kthe Father of spirits land live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, mthat we may share his holiness. 11nFor the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields othe peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

 12Therefore plift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and qmake straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint rbut rather be healed. 14sStrive for peace with everyone, and for the tholiness uwithout which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one vfails to obtain the grace of God; that no wroot of bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16that no one is xsexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that yafterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

A Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken

 18For you have not come to zwhat may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19and athe sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words bmade the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20For they could not endure the order that was given, cIf even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned. 21Indeed, dso terrifying was the sight that Moses said, I tremble with fear. 22But you have come to eMount Zion and to the city of the living God, fthe heavenly Jerusalem, and to ginnumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to hthe assembly[1] of the firstborn who are ienrolled in heaven, and to jGod, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, kthe mediator of a new covenant, and to lthe sprinkled blood mthat speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

 25See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For nif they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26At that time ohis voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, pYet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens. 27This phrase, Yet once more, indicates qthe removal of things that are shakenthat is, things that have been madein order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28Therefore let us be grateful for receiving ra kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus slet us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29for our tGod is a consuming fire.

Sacrifices Pleasing to God

 HEBREWS 13 Let ubrotherly love continue. 2vDo not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby wsome have entertained angels unawares. 3xRemember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4yLet marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge zthe sexually immoral and adulterous. 5Keep your life afree from love of money, and bbe content with what you have, for he has said, cI will never leave you nor forsake you. 6So we can confidently say,

 dThe Lord is my helper;

eI will not fear;

what can man do to me?

 7Remember fyour leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and gimitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is hthe same yesterday and today and forever. 9Do not be iled away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, jnot by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10We have an altar kfrom which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11For lthe bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned moutside the camp. 12So Jesus also nsuffered ooutside the gate in order to sanctify the people pthrough his own blood. 13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear qthe reproach he endured. 14For rhere we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15sThrough him then let us continually offer up ta sacrifice of praise to God, that is, uthe fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and vto share what you have, for such wsacrifices are pleasing to God.

 17Obey xyour leaders and submit to them, yfor they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to zgive an account. aLet them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

 18bPray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. 19I urge you the more earnestly to do this in order cthat I may be restored to you the sooner.

Benediction

 20Now dmay the God of peace ewho brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, fthe great shepherd of the sheep, by gthe blood of the eternal covenant, 21hequip you with everything good that you may do his will, iworking in us[1] that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, jto whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Final Greetings

 22I appeal to you, brothers,[2] bear with my word of exhortation, for kI have written to you briefly. 23You should know that lour brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall see you if he comes soon. 24Greet all myour leaders and all the saints. Those who come from Italy send you greetings. 25nGrace be with all of you.
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James

Greeting

 JAMES 1 aJames, a servant[1] of God and bof the Lord Jesus Christ,

To cthe twelve tribes in dthe Dispersion:

Greetings.

Testing of Your Faith

 2eCount it all joy, my brothers,[2] when you meet trials fof various kinds, 3for you know that gthe testing of your faith hproduces steadfastness. 4And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be iperfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

 5jIf any of you lacks wisdom, klet him ask God, lwho gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6But mlet him ask in faith, nwith no doubting, for the one who doubts is like oa wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8phe is a double-minded man, qunstable in all his ways.

 9Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10and rthe rich in his humiliation, because slike a flower of the grass[3] he will pass away. 11For the sun rises with its scorching heat and twithers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.

 12uBlessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive vthe crown of life, wwhich God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, I am being tempted by God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire xwhen it has conceived gives birth to sin, and ysin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17zEvery good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from athe Father of lights bwith whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.[4] 18cOf his own will he dbrought us forth by the word of truth, ethat we should be a kind of ffirstfruits of his creatures.

Hearing and Doing the Word

 19gKnow this, my beloved brothers: let every person hbe quick to hear, islow to speak, jslow to anger; 20for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21Therefore kput away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with lmeekness the implanted word, mwhich is able to save your souls.

 22But be ndoers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25But the one who looks into the perfect law, othe law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, phe will be blessed in his doing.

 26If anyone thinks he is religious qand does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this persons rreligion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: sto visit torphans and widows in their affliction, and uto keep oneself vunstained from the world.

The Sin of Partiality

 JAMES 2 My brothers,[1] wshow no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, xthe Lord of glory. 2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, You sit here in a good place, ywhile you say to the poor man, You stand over there, or, Sit down at my feet, 4have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become zjudges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers, ahas not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be brich in faith and heirs of cthe kingdom, dwhich he has promised to those who love him? 6But you ehave dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who fdrag you ginto court? 7Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable hname by which you were called?

 8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, iYou shall love your neighbor as yourself, you are doing well. 9But if you jshow partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point khas become accountable for all of it. 11For he who said, lDo not commit adultery, also said, lDo not murder. If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under mthe law of liberty. 13For njudgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Faith Without Works Is Dead

 14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith obut does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15pIf a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16qand one of you says to them, Go in peace, be warmed and filled, without giving them the things needed for the body, what good[2] is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

 18But someone will say, You have faith and I have works. Show me your faith rapart from your works, and I will show you my faith sby my works. 19tYou believe that God is one; you do well. Even uthe demons believeand shudder! 20Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21vWas not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that wfaith was active along with his works, and faith was completed xby his works; 23and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, yAbraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousnessand he was called a zfriend of God. 24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25And in the same way was not also aRahab the prostitute justified by works bwhen she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

Taming the Tongue

 JAMES 3 cNot many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For dwe all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, ehe is a perfect man, fable also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put gbits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet hit boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And ithe tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, jstaining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life,[1] and set on fire by hell.[2] 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, kfull of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people lwho are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers,[3] these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.

Wisdom from Above

 13Who is wise and understanding among you? mBy his good conduct let him show his works nin the meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter ojealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not pthe wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, qdemonic. 16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17But rthe wisdom from above is first pure, then speaceable, gentle, open to reason, tfull of mercy and good fruits, uimpartial and vsincere. 18And wa harvest of righteousness xis sown in peace by those who make peace.

Warning Against Worldliness

 JAMES 4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions[1] are yat war within you?[2] 2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask zwrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4aYou adulterous people![3] Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? bTherefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, He yearns jealously over the spirit cthat he has made to dwell in us? 6But dhe gives more grace. Therefore it says, eGod opposes the proud, but dgives grace to the humble. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. fResist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8gDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. hCleanse your hands, you sinners, and ipurify your hearts, jyou double-minded. 9kBe wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10lHumble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

 11mDo not speak evil against one another, brothers.[4] The one who speaks against a brother or njudges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12There is only oone lawgiver and pjudge, he who is able to save and qto destroy. But rwho are you to judge your neighbor?

Boasting About Tomorrow

 13Come now, you who say, sToday or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit 14yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For tyou are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15Instead you ought to say, uIf the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that. 16As it is, you boast in your arrogance. vAll such boasting is evil. 17wSo whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

Warning to the Rich

 JAMES 5 Come now, xyou rich, weep and howl for the ymiseries that are coming upon you. 2zYour riches have rotted and zyour garments are moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. aYou have laid up treasure bin the last days. 4Behold, cthe wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and dthe cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of ethe Lord of hosts. 5fYou have lived on the earth in luxury and gin self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in ha day of slaughter. 6You have condemned and imurdered jthe righteous person. He does not resist you.

Patience in Suffering

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers,[1] until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives kthe early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. lEstablish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord mis at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, nso that you may not be judged; behold, othe Judge is standing pat the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take qthe prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of rthe steadfastness of Job, and you have seen sthe purpose of the Lord, how tthe Lord is compassionate and merciful.

 12But above all, my brothers, udo not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your no be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.

The Prayer of Faith

 13Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him vsing praise. 14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, wanointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And xif he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore, yconfess your sins to one another and pray for one another, zthat you may be healed. aThe prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.[2] 17Elijah was a man bwith a nature like ours, and che prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for dthree years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18eThen he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

 19My brothers, fif anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone gbrings him back, 20let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering hwill save his soul from death and iwill cover a multitude of sins.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for James, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 1:2 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church; also verses 16, 19

[3] 1:10 Or a wild flower

[4] 1:17 Some manuscripts variation due to a shadow of turning


Footnotes for James, Chapter 2

[1] 2:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 5, 14

[2] 2:16 Or benefit


Footnotes for James, Chapter 3

[1] 3:6 Or wheel of birth

[2] 3:6 Greek Gehenna

[3] 3:10 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 12


Footnotes for James, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Greek pleasures; also verse 3

[2] 4:1 Greek in your members

[3] 4:4 Greek You adulteresses!

[4] 4:11 Or brothers and sisters


Footnotes for James, Chapter 5

[1] 5:7 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 9, 10, 12, 19

[2] 5:16 Or The effective prayer of a righteous person has great power
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1 Peter

Greeting

 1 PETER 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who are elect exiles of athe Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2according to bthe foreknowledge of God the Father, cin the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and dfor sprinkling with his blood:

May egrace and fpeace be multiplied to you.

Born Again to a Living Hope

 3gBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! hAccording to his great mercy, ihe has caused us to be born again to a living hope jthrough the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to kan inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and lunfading, mkept in heaven for you, 5who by Gods power are being guarded nthrough faith for a salvation oready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by pvarious trials, 7so that qthe tested genuineness of your faithmore precious than gold that perishes rthough it is tested by sfiremay be found to result in tpraise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8uThough you have not seen him, you love him. vThough you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining wthe outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

 10Concerning this salvation, xthe prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11inquiring ywhat person or time zthe Spirit of Christ in them was indicating awhen he predicted bthe sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12cIt was revealed to them that dthey were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you eby the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, fthings into which angels long to look.

Called to Be Holy

 13Therefore, gpreparing your minds for action,[1] and hbeing sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14As obedient children, ido not be conformed to the passions jof your former ignorance, 15but kas he who called you is holy, you also be holy lin all your conduct, 16since it is written, mYou shall be holy, for I am holy. 17And if you ncall on him as Father who ojudges pimpartially according to each ones deeds, conduct yourselves qwith fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you rwere ransomed from sthe futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but twith the precious blood of Christ, like that of ua lamb vwithout blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but wwas made manifest xin the last times for the sake of you 21ywho through him are believers in God, zwho raised him from the dead and agave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for ba sincere brotherly love, clove one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23dsince you have been born again, enot of perishable seed but of imperishable, through fthe living and abiding word of God; 24for

 gAll flesh is like grass

and all its glory like the flower of grass.

The grass withers,

and the flower falls,

25 hbut the word of the Lord remains forever.

And this word iis the good news that was preached to you.

A Living Stone and a Holy People

 1 PETER 2 jSo put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2kLike newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual lmilk, that by it you may grow up into salvation 3if indeed you have mtasted that the Lord is good.

 4As you come to him, a living stone nrejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5oyou yourselves like living stones are being built up as pa spiritual house, to be qa holy priesthood, rto offer spiritual sacrifices sacceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture:

 tBehold, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

uand whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.

 7So the honor is for you who vbelieve, but for those who vdo not believe,

 wThe stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone,[1]

 8and

 xA stone of stumbling,

and a rock of offense.

They stumble because they disobey the word, yas they were destined to do.

 9But you are za chosen race, aa royal bpriesthood, ca holy nation, da people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you eout of darkness into fhis marvelous light. 10gOnce you were not a people, but now you are Gods people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

 11Beloved, I urge you has sojourners and exiles ito abstain from the passions of the flesh, jwhich wage war against your soul. 12kKeep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, lthey may see your good deeds and glorify God on mthe day of visitation.

Submission to Authority

 13nBe subject for the Lords sake to every human institution,[2] whether it be to the emperor[3] as supreme, 14or to governors as sent by him oto punish those who do evil and pto praise those who do good. 15For this is the will of God, qthat by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16rLive as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but sliving as servants[4] of God. 17tHonor everyone. uLove the brotherhood. vFear God. Honor the emperor.

 18wServants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19For this is a gracious thing, when, xmindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But yif when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For zto this you have been called, ybecause Christ also suffered for you, aleaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22bHe committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23cWhen he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, dbut continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24eHe himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we fmight die to sin and glive to righteousness. hBy his wounds you have been healed. 25For iyou were straying like sheep, but have now returned to jthe Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Wives and Husbands

 1 PETER 3 Likewise, wives, kbe subject to your own husbands, so that leven if some do not obey the word, mthey may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2when they see your nrespectful and pure conduct. 3oDo not let your adorning be externalthe braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear 4but let your adorning be pthe hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in Gods sight is very precious. 5For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, qcalling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and rdo not fear anything that is frightening.

 7Likewise, shusbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker tvessel, since they are heirs with you[1] of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

Suffering for Righteousness Sake

 8Finally, all of you, uhave unity of mind, sympathy, vbrotherly love, wa tender heart, and xa humble mind. 9yDo not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, zbless, for ato this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10For

 bWhoever desires to love life

and see good days,

let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking deceit;

11 let him turn away from evil and do good;

let him seek peace and pursue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

and his ears are open to their prayer.

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.

 13Now cwho is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14dBut even if you should suffer for righteousness sake, you will be blessed. eHave no fear of them, fnor be troubled, 15but gin your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, halways being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and irespect, 16jhaving a good conscience, so that, kwhen you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For lit is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be Gods will, than for doing evil.

 18For Christ also msuffered[2] nonce for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, othat he might bring us to God, being put to death pin the flesh but made alive qin the spirit, 19in which[3] he went and qproclaimed[4] to the spirits in prison, 20because[5] they formerly did not obey, rwhen Gods patience waited in the days of Noah, swhile the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, teight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, unow saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but vas an appeal to God for a good conscience, wthrough the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and xis at the right hand of God, ywith angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

Stewards of Gods Grace

 1 PETER 4 Since therefore zChrist suffered in the flesh,[1] aarm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for bwhoever has suffered in the flesh chas ceased from sin, 2dso as to live for ethe rest of the time in the flesh fno longer for human passions but gfor the will of God. 3For the time that is past hsuffices ifor doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of jdebauchery, and kthey malign you; 5but they will give account to him who is ready lto judge the living and the dead. 6For this is why mthe gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.

 7nThe end of all things is at hand; therefore obe self-controlled and sober-minded pfor the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since qlove covers a multitude of sins. 9rShow hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10sAs each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, tas good stewards of Gods varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks uoracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves vby the strength that God suppliesin order that in everything wGod may be glorified through Jesus Christ. xTo him belong glory and ydominion forever and ever. Amen.

Suffering as a Christian

 12Beloved, do not be surprised at zthe fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice ainsofar as you share Christs sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad bwhen his glory is revealed. 14cIf you are insulted dfor the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory[2] and of God rests upon you. 15But elet none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or fas a meddler. 16Yet eif anyone suffers as a gChristian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God din that name. 17For it is time for judgment hto begin at the household of God; and iif it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who jdo not obey the gospel of God? 18And

 kIf the righteous is scarcely saved,

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?[3]

 19Therefore let those who suffer according to Gods will lentrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

Shepherd the Flock of God

 1 PETER 5 So I exhort the elders among you, mas a fellow elder and na witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2oshepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight,[1] pnot under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;[2] qnot for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3not rdomineering over those in your charge, but sbeing examples to the flock. 4And when tthe chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the uunfading vcrown of glory. 5Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. wClothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for xGod opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

 6xHumble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7ycasting all your anxieties on him, because zhe cares for you. 8aBe sober-minded; bbe watchful. Your cadversary the devil dprowls around elike a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9fResist him, gfirm in your faith, knowing that hthe same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And iafter you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, jwho has called you to his keternal glory in Christ, will himself lrestore, mconfirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11nTo him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Final Greetings

 12By oSilvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, pI have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is qthe true grace of God. rStand firm in it. 13She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does sMark, my son. 14tGreet one another with the kiss of love.

uPeace to all of you who are in Christ.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 1 Peter, Chapter 1

[1] 1:13 Greek girding up the loins of your mind


Footnotes for 1 Peter, Chapter 2

[1] 2:7 Greek the head of the corner

[2] 2:13 Or every institution ordained for people

[3] 2:13 Or king; also verse 17

[4] 2:16 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for 1 Peter, Chapter 3

[1] 3:7 Some manuscripts since you are joint heirs

[2] 3:18 Some manuscripts died

[3] 3:19 Or the Spirit, in whom

[4] 3:19 Or preached

[5] 3:20 Or when


Footnotes for 1 Peter, Chapter 4

[1] 4:1 Some manuscripts add for us; some for you

[2] 4:14 Some manuscripts insert and of power

[3] 4:18 Greek where will the ungodly and sinner appear?


Footnotes for 1 Peter, Chapter 5

[1] 5:2 Some manuscripts omit exercising oversight

[2] 5:2 Some manuscripts omit as God would have you
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2 Peter

Greeting

 2 PETER 1 Simeon[1] Peter, a servant[2] and apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who have obtained aa faith of equal standing with ours bby the righteousness of our cGod and Savior Jesus Christ:

 2dMay grace and peace be multiplied to you ein the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

Confirm Your Calling and Election

 3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him fwho called us to[3] his own glory and excellence,[4] 4by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become gpartakers of the divine nature, hhaving escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith iwith virtue,[5] and virtue jwith knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control kwith steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness lwith brotherly affection, and brotherly affection mwith love. 8For if these qualities[6] are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or nunfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he ois blind, having forgotten that he was pcleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers,[7] be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and qelection, for if you practice these qualities ryou will never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly provided for you san entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

 12Therefore I intend talways to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in uthe truth that you have. 13I think it right, as long as I am in this vbody,[8] wto stir you up by way of reminder, 14xsince I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, yas our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.

Christs Glory and the Prophetic Word

 16For we did not follow zcleverly devised amyths when we made known to you bthe power and ccoming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but dwe were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, eThis is my beloved Son,[9] with whom I am well pleased, 18we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on fthe holy mountain. 19And gwe have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention has to a lamp shining in a dark place, until ithe day jdawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someones own interpretation. 21For kno prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God las they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

False Prophets and Teachers

 2 PETER 2 But mfalse prophets also arose among the people, njust as there will be false teachers among you, who will osecretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master pwho bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth qwill be blasphemed. 3And rin their greed they will exploit you swith false words. tTheir condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

 4For if God did not spare uangels when they sinned, but vcast them into hell[1] and committed them to chains[2] of gloomy darkness wto be kept until the judgment; 5if he did not spare the ancient world, but xpreserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought ya flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6if by zturning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, amaking them an example of bwhat is going to happen to the ungodly;[3] 7and cif he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8(for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, dhe was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9then ethe Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials,[4] and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10and especially fthose who indulge[5] in the lust of defiling passion and gdespise authority.

Bold and willful, they do not tremble gas they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11hwhereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12iBut these, like irrational animals, jcreatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13suffering wrong as kthe wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure lto revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions,[6] while mthey feast with you. 14They have eyes full of adultery, ninsatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts otrained in greed. pAccursed children! 15Forsaking the right way, qthey have gone astray. They have followed rthe way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved sgain from wrongdoing, 16but was rebuked for his own transgression; ta speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophets madness.

 17uThese are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. vFor them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18For, wspeaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely xescaping from those who live in error. 19They promise them yfreedom, zbut they themselves are slaves[7] of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20For if, aafter they have escaped the defilements of the world bthrough the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, cthe last state has become worse for them than the first. 21For dit would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from ethe holy commandment delivered to them. 22What the true proverb says has happened to them: The fdog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.

The Day of the Lord Will Come

 2 PETER 3 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them gI am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2hthat you should remember the predictions of ithe holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come jin the last days with scoffing, kfollowing their own sinful desires. 4lThey will say, Where is the promise of mhis coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation. 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth nwas formed out of water and through water oby the word of God, 6and that by means of these the world that then existed pwas deluged with water and qperished. 7But by the same word rthe heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and sdestruction of the ungodly.

 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and ta thousand years as one day. 9uThe Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise vas some count slowness, but wis patient toward you,[1] xnot wishing that any should perish, but ythat all should reach repentance. 10But zthe day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then athe heavens will pass away with a roar, and bthe heavenly bodies[2] will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.[3]

 11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, cwhat sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12dwaiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and ethe heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for fnew heavens and a new earth gin which righteousness dwells.

Final Words

 14hTherefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him iwithout spot or jblemish, and kat peace. 15And count lthe patience of our Lord as salvation, just as mour beloved brother Paul also wrote to you naccording to the wisdom given him, 16as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. oThere are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, pas they do the other Scriptures. 17You therefore, beloved, qknowing this beforehand, rtake care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18But sgrow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. tTo him be the glory both now and to the day of ueternity. Amen.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 Peter, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Some manuscripts Simon

[2] 1:1 Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[3] 1:3 Or by

[4] 1:3 Or virtue

[5] 1:5 Or excellence; twice in this verse

[6] 1:8 Greek these things; also verses 9, 10, 12

[7] 1:10 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[8] 1:13 Greek tent; also verse 14

[9] 1:17 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved


Footnotes for 2 Peter, Chapter 2

[1] 2:4 Greek Tartarus

[2] 2:4 Some manuscripts pits

[3] 2:6 Some manuscripts an example to those who were to be ungodly

[4] 2:9 Or temptations

[5] 2:10 Greek who go after the flesh

[6] 2:13 Some manuscripts love feasts

[7] 2:19 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for 2 Peter, Chapter 3

[1] 3:9 Some manuscripts on your account

[2] 3:10 Or elements; also verse 12

[3] 3:10 Greek found; some manuscripts will be burned up
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1 John

The Word of Life

 1 JOHN 1 aThat which was bfrom the beginning, cwhich we have heard, dwhich we have seen with our eyes, ewhich we looked upon and fhave touched with our hands, concerning the word of life 2gthe life hwas made manifest, and we have seen it, and itestify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, awhich was with the Father and hwas made manifest to us 3cthat which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed jour fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so kthat our[1] joy may be complete.

Walking in the Light

 5lThis is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that mGod is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6nIf we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and odo not practice the truth. 7But pif we walk in the light, qas he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and rthe blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8sIf we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and tthe truth is not in us. 9uIf we confess our sins, he is vfaithful and just to forgive us our sins and rto cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, wwe make him a liar, and xhis word is not in us.

Christ Our Advocate

 1 JOHN 2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, ywe have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2zHe is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but aalso for the sins of the whole world. 3And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we bkeep his commandments. 4Whoever says I know him but does not keep his commandments cis a liar, and cthe truth is not in him, 5but whoever dkeeps his word, in him truly ethe love of God is perfected. fBy this we may know that we are in him: 6whoever says he gabides in him hought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

The New Commandment

 7Beloved, I am writing you ino new commandment, but jan old commandment kthat you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8At the same time, it is la new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because[1] mthe darkness is passing away and nthe true light is already shining. 9Whoever says he is in the light and ohates his brother is still in darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him[2] there is no pcause for stumbling. 11But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and qwalks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

 12 I am writing to you, little children,

because ryour sins are forgiven for his names sake.

13 I am writing to you, fathers,

because you know shim who is from the beginning.

I am writing to you, young men,

because tyou have overcome the evil one.

I write to you, children,

because uyou know the Father.

14 I write to you, fathers,

because you know shim who is from the beginning.

I write to you, young men,

because tyou are strong,

and the word of God abides in you,

and you have overcome the evil one.

Do Not Love the World

 15vDo not love the world or the things in the world. wIf anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the worldxthe desires of the flesh and ythe desires of the eyes and pride of life[3]is not from the Father but is from the world. 17And zthe world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

Warning Concerning Antichrists

 18Children, ait is the last hour, and as you have heard that bantichrist is coming, so now cmany antichrists have come. dTherefore we know that it is the last hour. 19eThey went out from us, but they were not of us; for fif they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, gthat it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20But you have been hanointed by ithe Holy One, and jyou all have knowledge.[4] 21I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22Who is the liar but khe who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is bthe antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23lNo one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24Let mwhat you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then nyou too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25And this is the promise that he made to us[5]oeternal life.

 26I write these things to you about pthose who are trying to deceive you. 27But qthe anointing that you received from him abides in you, and ryou have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and sis true, and is no liejust as it has taught you, abide in him.

Children of God

 28And now, little children, abide in him, so that twhen he appears uwe may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his vcoming. 29If you know that whe is righteous, you may be sure that xeveryone who practices righteousness has been born of him.

 1 JOHN 3 See ywhat kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called zchildren of God; and so we are. The reason why athe world does not know us is that bit did not know him. 2Beloved, we are zGods children cnow, and what we will be dhas not yet appeared; but we know that ewhen he appears[1] fwe shall be like him, because gwe shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who hthus hopes in him ipurifies himself as he is pure.

 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; jsin is lawlessness. 5You know that khe appeared in order to ltake away sins, and min him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; nno one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, olet no one deceive you. pWhoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8qWhoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was rto destroy the works of the devil. 9sNo one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for Gods[2] seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. 10By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, tnor is the one who udoes not love his brother.

Love One Another

 11For vthis is the message that you have heard from the beginning, wthat we should love one another. 12We should not be like xCain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? yBecause his own deeds were evil and his brothers righteous. 13Do not be surprised, brothers,[3] zthat the world hates you. 14We know that awe have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15bEveryone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that cno murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

 16By this we know love, that dhe laid down his life for us, and ewe ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But fif anyone has the worlds goods and sees his brother in need, yet gcloses his heart against him, hhow does Gods love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not ilove in word or talk but in deed and jin truth.

 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, kif our heart does not condemn us, lwe have confidence before God; 22and mwhatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and ndo what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, othat we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and plove one another, qjust as he has commanded us. 24rWhoever keeps his commandments abides in God,[4] and God[5] in him. And sby this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

Test the Spirits

 1 JOHN 4 Beloved, tdo not believe every spirit, but utest the spirits to see whether they are from God, for vmany wfalse prophets xhave gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: yevery spirit that confesses that zJesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit athat does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and bnow is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for che who is in you is greater than dhe who is in the world. 5eThey are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and fthe world listens to them. 6We are from God. gWhoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know hthe Spirit of truth and ithe spirit of error.

God Is Love

 7Beloved, jlet us love one another, for love is from God, and kwhoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8lAnyone who does not love does not know God, because mGod is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that nGod sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, onot that we have loved God nbut that he loved us and sent his Son to be pthe propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12qNo one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and rhis love is perfected in us.

 13sBy this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And twe have seen and testify that uthe Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of vthe world. 15wWhoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So xwe have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. yGod is love, and zwhoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this ais love perfected with us, so that bwe may have confidence for the day of judgment, because cas he is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but dperfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not abeen perfected in love. 19eWe love because he first loved us. 20fIf anyone says, I love God, and ghates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot[1] love God hwhom he has not seen. 21And ithis commandment we have from him: jwhoever loves God must also love his brother.

Overcoming the World

 1 JOHN 5 kEveryone who believes that lJesus is the Christ has been born of God, and meveryone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2nBy this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For othis is the love of God, that we pkeep his commandments. And qhis commandments are not burdensome. 4For reveryone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the worldsour faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes tthat Jesus is the Son of God?

Testimony Concerning the Son of God

 6This is he who came uby water and bloodJesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And vthe Spirit is the one who testifies, because wthe Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9xIf we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God ythat he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God zhas the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God ahas made him a liar, bbecause he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us ceternal life, and dthis life is in his Son. 12eWhoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

That You May Know

 13I write fthese things to you who gbelieve in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life. 14And this is hthe confidence that we have toward him, that iif we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

 16If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and jGod[1] will give him lifeto those who commit sins that do not lead to death. kThere is sin that leads to death; lI do not say that one should pray for that. 17mAll wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death.

 18We know that neveryone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but ohe who was born of God pprotects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

 19We know that we are from God, and qthe whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

 20And we know that the Son of God has come and rhas given us understanding, so that we may know shim who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and teternal life. 21Little children, ukeep yourselves from idols.
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2 John

Greeting

 2 JOHN 1 aThe elder to the elect lady and her children, bwhom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who cknow dthe truth, 2ebecause of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever:

 3fGrace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Fathers Son, in truth and love.

Walking in Truth and Love

 4gI rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father. 5And now I ask you, dear ladyhnot as though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had from the beginningithat we love one another. 6And jthis is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just kas you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 7For lmany deceivers mhave gone out into the world, nthose who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8Watch yourselves, oso that you may not lose what we[1] have worked for, but pmay win a full reward. 9Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, qdoes not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching qhas both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, rdo not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, 11for whoever greets him stakes part in his wicked works.

Final Greetings

 12tThough I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. uInstead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, vso that our joy may be complete.

 13The children of your elect sister greet you.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 2 John

[1] 8 Some manuscripts you
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3 John

Greeting

 3 JOHN 1 aThe elder to the beloved Gaius, bwhom I love in truth.

 2Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul. 3For cI rejoiced greatly when the brothers[1] came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. 4I have no greater joy than to hear that dmy children are walking in the truth.

Support and Opposition

 5Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for ethese brothers, fstrangers as they are, 6who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner gworthy of God. 7For they have gone out for the sake of hthe name, iaccepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

 9I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of the church.

 11Beloved, jdo not imitate evil but imitate good. kWhoever does good is from God; lwhoever does evil has not seen God. 12Demetrius mhas received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our testimony, and nyou know that our testimony is true.

Final Greetings

 13oI had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink. 14I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.

 15Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, peach by name.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for 3 John

[1] 3 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church; also verses 5, 10
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Jude

Greeting

 JUDE 1 Jude, a servant[1] of Jesus Christ and brother of James,

aTo those who are called, bbeloved in God the Father and ckept for[2] Jesus Christ:

 2May dmercy, epeace, and love be multiplied to you.

Judgment on False Teachers

 3Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our fcommon salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you gto contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 4For hcertain people ihave crept in unnoticed jwho long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert kthe grace of our God into sensuality and ldeny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

 5Now I want mto remind you, although you once fully knew it, that nJesus, who saved[3] a people out of the land of Egypt, oafterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6And pthe angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day 7just as qSodom and Gomorrah and rthe surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and spursued unnatural desire,[4] serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

 8Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and tblaspheme the glorious ones. 9But when uthe archangel vMichael, contending with the devil, was disputing wabout the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, xThe Lord rebuke you. 10yBut these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively. 11Woe to them! For they walked in zthe way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain ato Balaams error and bperished in Korahs rebellion. 12These are hidden reefs[5] cat your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, dshepherds feeding themselves; ewaterless clouds, fswept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, guprooted; 13hwild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of itheir own shame; jwandering stars, kfor whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.

 14It was also about these that Enoch, lthe seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, mBehold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15nto execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have ocommitted in such an ungodly way, and of all pthe harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 16These are grumblers, malcontents, qfollowing their own sinful desires; rthey are loud-mouthed boasters, sshowing favoritism to gain advantage.

A Call to Persevere

 17But you must tremember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18They[6] said to you, uIn the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions. 19It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, vdevoid of the Spirit. 20But you, beloved, wbuilding yourselves up in your most holy faith and xpraying in the Holy Spirit, 21ykeep yourselves in the love of God, zwaiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 22And have mercy on those who doubt; 23save others by asnatching them out of bthe fire; to others show mercy cwith fear, hating even dthe garment[7] stained by the flesh.

Doxology

 24eNow to him who is able fto keep you from stumbling and gto present you hblameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25to ithe only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, jbe glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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Footnotes for Jude

[1] 1 Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface)

[2] 1 Or by

[3] 5 Some manuscripts although you fully knew it, that the Lord who once saved

[4] 7 Greek other flesh

[5] 12 Or are blemishes

[6] 18 Or Christ, because they

[7] 23 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin
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Revelation

Prologue

 REVELATION 1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God agave him bto show to his servants[1] the things that must soon take place. cHe made it known by sending his angel to his servant[2] John, 2dwho bore witness to the word of God and to ethe testimony of Jesus Christ, even fto all that he saw. 3gBlessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, hfor the time is near.

Greeting to the Seven Churches

 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from ihim jwho is and kwho was and who is to come, and from lthe seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ mthe faithful witness, nthe firstborn of the dead, and othe ruler of kings on earth.

To phim who loves us and qhas freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us ra kingdom, rpriests to shis God and Father, to him be tglory and udominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, vhe is coming with the clouds, and wevery eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail[3] on account of him. Even so. Amen.

 8xI am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, ywho is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Vision of the Son of Man

 9I, John, your brother and zpartner in athe tribulation and bthe kingdom and cthe patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos don account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10eI was in the Spirit fon the Lords day, and I heard behind me a loud voice glike a trumpet 11saying, hWrite what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.

 12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw iseven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands jone like ka son of man, lclothed with a long robe and mwith a golden sash around his chest. 14nThe hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. oHis eyes were like a flame of fire, 15phis feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and qhis voice was like the roar of many waters. 16rIn his right hand he held seven stars, sfrom his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and this face was like the sun shining uin full strength.

 17vWhen I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But vhe laid his right hand on me, wsaying, Fear not, xI am the first and the last, 18and the living one. yI died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and zI have the keys of Death and Hades. 19aWrite therefore bthe things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 20As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and cthe seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and dthe seven lampstands are the seven churches.

To the Church in Ephesus

 REVELATION 2 To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The words of ehim who holds the seven stars in his right hand, fwho walks among the seven golden lampstands.

 2gI know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but hhave tested those iwho call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up jfor my names sake, and you khave not grown weary. 4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned lthe love you had at first. 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do mthe works you did at first. If not, nI will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6Yet this you have: you hate the works of othe Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7pHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. qTo the one who conquers I will grant to eat of rthe tree of life, which is in sthe paradise of God.

To the Church in Smyrna

 8And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The words of tthe first and the last, uwho died and came to life.

 9I know your tribulation and vyour poverty (vbut you are rich) and the slander[1] of wthose who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, wthat you may be tested, and for xten days yyou will have tribulation. zBe faithful aunto death, and I will give you bthe crown of life. 11cHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. cThe one who conquers will not be hurt by dthe second death.

To the Church in Pergamum

 12And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The words of him who has ethe sharp two-edged sword.

 13I know where you dwell, fwhere Satans throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not gdeny my faith[2] even in the days of Antipas hmy faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of iBalaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might jeat food sacrificed to idols and kpractice sexual immorality. 15So also you have some who hold the teaching of lthe Nicolaitans. 16Therefore repent. If not, mI will come to you soon and nwar against them with ethe sword of my mouth. 17cHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. cTo the one who conquers I will give some of othe hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with pa new name written on the stone qthat no one knows except the one who receives it.

To the Church in Thyatira

 18And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The words of the Son of God, rwho has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

 19sI know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman tJezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants[3] uto practice sexual immorality and uto eat food sacrificed to idols. 21I gave her time to repent, but vshe refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he wwho searches mind and heart, and xI will give to each of you according to your works. 24But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call ythe deep things of Satan, to you I say, I zdo not lay on you any other burden. 25Only hold fast awhat you have until I come. 26bThe one who conquers and who keeps my works cuntil the end, dto him I will give authority over the nations, 27and ehe will frule them with a rod of iron, gas when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. 28And I will give him hthe morning star. 29pHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

To the Church in Sardis

 REVELATION 3 And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: The words of him iwho has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.

I know your works. You have the reputation jof being alive, kbut you are dead. 2Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works lcomplete in the sight of my God. 3mRemember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, nI will come olike a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you. 4Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not psoiled their garments, and they will walk with me qin white, for they are rworthy. 5sThe one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never tblot his name out of uthe book of life. vI will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 6pHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

To the Church in Philadelphia

 7And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: The words of wthe holy one, xthe true one, ywho has the key of David, zwho opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.

 8I know your works. Behold, I have set before you aan open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9Behold, I will make those of bthe synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but liebehold, cI will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that dI have loved you. 10eBecause you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try fthose who dwell on the earth. 11gI am coming soon. hHold fast what you have, so that no one may seize iyour crown. 12jThe one who conquers, I will make him ka pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him lthe name of my God, and mthe name of the city of my God, mthe new Jerusalem, nwhich comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own onew name. 13pHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

To the Church in Laodicea

 14And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The words of the pAmen, qthe faithful and true witness, rthe beginning of Gods creation.

 15I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. sWould that you were either cold or hot! 16So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17tFor you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, ublind, and naked. 18I counsel you vto buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and wwhite garments so that you may clothe yourself and xthe shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, uso that you may see. 19yThose whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. 20Behold, I stand at the door and zknock. aIf anyone hears my voice and opens the door, bI will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21cThe one who conquers, dI will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as eI also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22pHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

The Throne in Heaven

 REVELATION 4 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me flike a trumpet, said, gCome up here, and hI will show you what must take place after this. 2At once iI was in the Spirit, and behold, ja throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3And he who sat there had the appearance of kjasper and carnelian, and around the throne was la rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. 4Around the throne were mtwenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, nclothed in white garments, with ogolden crowns on their heads. 5From the throne came pflashes of lightning, and rumblings[1] and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning qseven torches of fire, rwhich are the seven spirits of God, 6and before the throne there was sas it were a sea of glass, like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are tfour living creatures, ufull of eyes in front and behind: 7vthe first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8And the four living creatures, weach of them with six wings, are xfull of eyes all around and within, and yday and night they never cease to say,

 zHoly, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

awho was and is and is to come!

 9And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, bwho lives forever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders cfall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast dtheir crowns before the throne, saying,

 11 eWorthy are you, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,

for fyou created all things,

and gby your will they existed and were created.

The Scroll and the Lamb

 REVELATION 5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne ha scroll written within and on the back, isealed with seven seals. 2And jI saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals? 3And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5And one of the elders said to me, Weep no more; behold, kthe Lion lof the tribe of Judah, mthe Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.

 6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw na Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with oseven eyes, which are pthe seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders qfell down before the Lamb, reach holding a harp, and sgolden bowls full of incense, twhich are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang ua new song, saying,

 Worthy are you to take the scroll

and to open its seals,

for vyou were slain, and by your blood wyou ransomed people for God

from xevery tribe and language and people and nation,

10 and you have made them ya kingdom and priests to our God,

and they shall reign on the earth.

 11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering zmyriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud voice,

 aWorthy is the Lamb who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!

 13And I heard bevery creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

 To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!

 14And the four living creatures csaid, Amen! and the elders dfell down and worshiped.

The Seven Seals

 REVELATION 6 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of ethe seven seals, and I heard fone of the four living creatures say gwith a voice like thunder, hCome! 2And I looked, and behold, ia white horse! And jits rider had a bow, and ka crown was given to him, and he came out lconquering, and to conquer.

 3When he opened the second seal, I heard mthe second living creature say, Come! 4And out came another horse, nbright red. Its rider was permitted oto take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.

 5When he opened the third seal, I heard the mthird living creature say, Come! And I looked, and behold, pa black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, qA quart[1] of wheat for a denarius,[2] and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and rdo not harm the oil and wine!

 7When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of mthe fourth living creature say, Come! 8And I looked, and behold, sa pale horse! And its riders name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill twith sword and with famine and with pestilence and uby wild beasts of the earth.

 9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under vthe altar wthe souls of those who had been slain xfor the word of God and for ythe witness they had borne. 10They cried out with a loud voice, O Sovereign Lord, zholy and true, ahow long bbefore you will judge and cavenge our blood on dthose who dwell on the earth? 11Then they were each given ea white robe and ftold to rest a little longer, guntil the number of their fellow servants[3] and their brothers[4] hshould be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.

 12When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, ithere was a great earthquake, and jthe sun became black as ksackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13and lthe stars of the sky fell to the earth mas the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14nThe sky vanished mlike a scroll that is being rolled up, and oevery mountain and island was removed from its place. 15Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave[5] and free, phid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16qcalling to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face of rhim who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17for sthe great day of their wrath has come, and twho can stand?

The 144,000 of Israel Sealed

 REVELATION 7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back uthe four winds of the earth, vthat no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2Then I saw another angel ascending wfrom the rising of the sun, with xthe seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3saying, yDo not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants[1] of our God zon their foreheads. 4And aI heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

 5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,

12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,

12,000 from the tribe of Gad,

6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher,

12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,

12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,

7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,

12,000 from the tribe of Levi,

12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,

8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,

12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,

12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

A Great Multitude from Every Nation

 9After this I looked, and behold, ba great multitude that no one could number, cfrom every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dclothed in white robes, with epalm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, fSalvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb! 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and gthe four living creatures, and they hfell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12isaying, Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, Who are these, dclothed in white robes, and from where have they come? 14I said to him, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These are the ones coming out of jthe great tribulation. kThey have washed their robes and lmade them white min the blood of the Lamb.

 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God,

and nserve him day and night in his temple;

and he who sits on the throne owill shelter them with his presence.

16 pThey shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;

qthe sun shall not strike them,

nor any scorching heat.

17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne rwill be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of sliving water,

and tGod will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer

 REVELATION 8 When the Lamb opened uthe seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2Then I saw the seven angels vwho stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 3And another angel came and stood wat the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with xthe prayers of all the saints on ythe golden altar before the throne, 4and zthe smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 5Then the angel took the censer and afilled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and bthere were peals of cthunder, rumblings,[1] flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

The Seven Trumpets

 6Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.

 7The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed dhail and efire, mixed with blood, and these were thrown upon the earth. And a fthird of the earth was burned up, and a third of gthe trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

 8The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like ha great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea ibecame blood. 9A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of jthe ships were destroyed.

 10The third angel blew his trumpet, and ka great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on lthe springs of water. 11The name of the star is Wormwood.[2] A third of the waters mbecame wormwood, and many people died from the water, nbecause it had been made bitter.

 12The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of othe sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.

 13Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, pWoe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!

 REVELATION 9 And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and qI saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given rthe key to the shaft of sthe bottomless pit.[1] 2He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft trose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and uthe sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. 3Then from the smoke came vlocusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth. 4They were told wnot to harm xthe grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have ythe seal of God on their foreheads. 5They were allowed to torment them zfor five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 6And in those days apeople will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.

 7bIn appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: con their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were dlike human faces, 8their hair like womens hair, and etheir teeth like lions teeth; 9they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was flike the noise of many chariots with ghorses rushing into battle. 10They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people hfor five months is in their tails. 11They have ias king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is jAbaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.[2]

 12kThe first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.

 13Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from lthe four horns of the golden altar before God, 14saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, Release mthe four angels who are bound at nthe great river Euphrates. 15So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released oto kill a third of mankind. 16The number of pmounted troops was qtwice ten thousand times ten thousand; rI heard their number. 17And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire[3] and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were slike lions heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths. 18By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. 19For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound.

 20The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, tdid not repent of uthe works of their hands nor give up worshiping vdemons wand idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 21nor did they repent of their murders or their xsorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.

The Angel and the Little Scroll

 REVELATION 10 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with ya rainbow over his head, and zhis face was like the sun, and ahis legs like pillars of fire. 2bHe had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, 3and called out with a loud voice, clike a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, dSeal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down. 5And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land eraised his right hand to heaven 6and swore by fhim who lives forever and ever, gwho created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, 7but that hin the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, ijust as he announced to his servants[1] the prophets.

 8Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land. 9So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, jTake and keat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey. 10And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. 11And I was told, lYou must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.

The Two Witnesses

 REVELATION 11 Then I was given ma measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, Rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, 2but do not measure nthe court outside the temple; leave that out, for oit is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for pforty-two months. 3And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for p1,260 days, qclothed in sackcloth.

 4These are rthe two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5And if anyone would harm them, sfire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, tthis is how he is doomed to be killed. 6They have the power uto shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and vto strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. 7And when they have finished their testimony, wthe beast that rises from xthe bottomless pit[1] ywill make war on them and conquer them and kill them, 8and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically[2] is called zSodom and aEgypt, where their Lord was crucified. 9For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and brefuse to let them be placed in a tomb, 10and cthose who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and dexchange presents, because these two prophets ehad been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. 11But after the three and a half days fa breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, gCome up here! And hthey went up to heaven iin a cloud, and their enemies watched them. 13And at that hour there was ja great earthquake, and ka tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and lgave glory to mthe God of heaven.

 14nThe second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.

The Seventh Trumpet

 15Then othe seventh angel blew his trumpet, and pthere were loud voices in heaven, saying, qThe kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of rhis Christ, and she shall reign forever and ever. 16And the twenty-four elders twho sit on their thrones before God ufell on their faces and worshiped God, 17saying,

 We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,

vwho is and who was,

for you have taken your great power

and wbegun to reign.

18 The nations raged,

but xyour wrath came,

and ythe time for the dead to be judged,

and for rewarding your servants,[3] the prophets and saints,

and zthose who fear your name,

both small and great,

and afor destroying the destroyers of the earth.

 19Then bGods temple in heaven was opened, and cthe ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings,[4] peals of thunder, an earthquake, and dheavy hail.

The Woman and the Dragon

 REVELATION 12 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman eclothed with fthe sun, with fthe moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2She was pregnant and gwas crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great hred dragon, iwith seven heads and jten horns, and on his heads kseven diadems. 4His tail swept down la third of the stars of heaven and mcast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child nhe might devour it. 5She gave birth to a male child, oone who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was pcaught up to God and to his throne, 6and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for q1,260 days.

Satan Thrown Down to Earth

 7Now war arose in heaven, rMichael and shis angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9And tthe great dragon was thrown down, uthat ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, vthe deceiver of the whole worldwhe was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now xthe salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers[1] has been thrown down, ywho accuses them day and night before our God. 11And zthey have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for athey loved not their lives beven unto death. 12Therefore, crejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But dwoe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because ehe knows that his time is short!

 13And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued fthe woman who had given birth to the male child. 14But the woman was given the two gwings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent hinto the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished ifor a time, and times, and half a time. 15The serpent poured water jlike a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off kto make war on the rest of lher offspring, mon those who keep the commandments of God and hold to nthe testimony of Jesus. And he stood[2] on the sand of the sea.

The First Beast

 REVELATION 13 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, owith ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and pblasphemous names on its heads. 2And the beast that I saw was qlike a leopard; its feet were like ra bears, and its mouth was like sa lions mouth. And to it tthe dragon gave his power and uhis throne and great authority. 3One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and vthe whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, wWho is like the beast, and who can fight against it?

 5And the beast was given xa mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for yforty-two months. 6It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling,[1] that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7Also it was allowed zto make war on the saints and to conquer them.[2] And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8and all awho dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in bthe book of life of cthe Lamb dwho was slain. 9eIf anyone has an ear, let him hear:

 10 fIf anyone is to be taken captive,

to captivity he goes;

gif anyone is to be slain with the sword,

with the sword must he be slain.

hHere is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

The Second Beast

 11Then iI saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 12It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence,[3] and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, jwhose mortal wound was healed. 13kIt performs great signs, even lmaking fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of[4] the beast mit deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast nthat was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not oworship the image of the beast pto be slain. 16Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave,[5] qto be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, rthe name of the beast or sthe number of its name. 18tThis calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number uof a man, and his number is 666.[6]

The Lamb and the 144,000

 REVELATION 14 Then I looked, and behold, on vMount Zion wstood the Lamb, and with him x144,000 who yhad his name and his Fathers name written zon their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven alike the roar of many waters and blike the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of charpists playing on their harps, 3and they were singing da new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. eNo one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for fthey are virgins. It is these gwho follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as hfirstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5and iin their mouth no lie was found, for they are jblameless.

The Messages of the Three Angels

 6Then I saw another angel kflying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to lthose who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, mFear God and ngive him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and oworship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the psprings of water.

 8Another angel, a second, followed, saying, qFallen, fallen is rBabylon the great, sshe who made all nations drink tthe wine of the passion[1] of her sexual immorality.

 9And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, If anyone uworships the beast and its image and receives va mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10he also will drink wthe wine of Gods wrath, xpoured full strength into the cup of his anger, and yhe will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11And zthe smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and athey have no rest, day or night, these uworshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.

 12bHere is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who ckeep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.[2]

 13And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write this: dBlessed are the dead ewho die in the Lord from now on. Blessed indeed, says the Spirit, fthat they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!

The Harvest of the Earth

 14Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one glike a son of man, hwith a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15And another angel icame out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, jPut in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for kthe harvest of the earth is fully ripe. 16So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.

 17Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18And another angel came out from the altar, lthe angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, mfor its grapes are ripe. 19So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great nwinepress of the wrath of God. 20And othe winepress was trodden poutside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as qa horses bridle, for 1,600 stadia.[3]

The Seven Angels with Seven Plagues

 REVELATION 15 Then rI saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, sseven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.

 2And I saw twhat appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fireand also those uwho had conquered the beast and its image and vthe number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass wwith harps of God in their hands. 3And they sing xthe song of Moses, ythe servant[1] of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,

 zGreat and amazing are your deeds,

O Lord God the Almighty!

aJust and true are your ways,

O King of the nations![2]

4 bWho will not fear, O Lord,

and glorify your name?

For you alone are choly.

dAll nations will come

and worship you,

for your righteous acts have been revealed.

 5After this I looked, and ethe sanctuary of fthe tent[3] of witness in heaven was opened, 6and out of the sanctuary came gthe seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright ilinen, jwith golden sashes around their chests. 7And one of kthe four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven lgolden bowls full of the wrath of God mwho lives forever and ever, 8and nthe sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and ono one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

The Seven Bowls of Gods Wrath

 REVELATION 16 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling pthe seven angels, Go and qpour out on the earth rthe seven bowls of the wrath of God.

 2So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful ssores came upon the people who bore tthe mark of the beast and worshiped its image.

 3The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and uit became like the blood of a corpse, and vevery living thing died that was in the sea.

 4The third angel poured out his bowl into wthe rivers and the springs of water, and xthey became blood. 5And I heard the angel in charge of the waters[1] say,

 yJust are you, zO Holy One, awho is and who was,

for you brought these judgments.

6 For bthey have shed the blood of csaints and prophets,

and dyou have given them blood to drink.

It is what they deserve!

 7And I heard ethe altar saying,

 Yes, Lord God the Almighty,

ftrue and just are your judgments!

 8The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people gwith fire. 9They were scorched by the fierce heat, and hthey cursed[2] the name of God who had power over these plagues. iThey did not repent jand give him glory.

 10The fifth angel poured out his bowl on kthe throne of the beast, and lits kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11and cursed mthe God of heaven for their pain and nsores. oThey did not repent of their deeds.

 12The sixth angel poured out his bowl on pthe great river Euphrates, and qits water was dried up, rto prepare the way for the kings sfrom the east. 13And I saw, coming out of the mouth of tthe dragon and out of the mouth of uthe beast and out of the mouth of vthe false prophet, three wunclean spirits like xfrogs. 14For they are ydemonic spirits, zperforming signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, ato assemble them for battle on bthe great day of God the Almighty. 15(Behold, cI am coming like a thief! dBlessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, ethat he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!) 16And fthey assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called gArmageddon.

The Seventh Bowl

 17The seventh angel poured out his bowl into hthe air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, iIt is done! 18And there were jflashes of lightning, rumblings,[3] peals of thunder, and ka great earthquake lsuch as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. 19mThe great city nwas split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God oremembered pBabylon the great, qto make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. 20And revery island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 21And sgreat hailstones, about one hundred pounds[4] each, fell from heaven on people; and tthey cursed God for uthe plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.

The Great Prostitute and the Beast

 REVELATION 17 Then vone of the seven angels who had wthe seven bowls came and said to me, Come, I will show you the judgment of xthe great prostitute ywho is seated on many waters, 2zwith whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and awith the wine of whose sexual immorality bthe dwellers on earth have become drunk. 3And che carried me away in the Spirit dinto a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on ea scarlet beast that was full of fblasphemous names, and git had seven heads and ten horns. 4The woman hwas arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned iwith gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand ja golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 5And on her forehead was written a name of kmystery: lBabylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earths abominations. 6And I saw the woman, drunk mwith the blood of the saints, the blood of nthe martyrs of Jesus.[1]

When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 7But the angel said to me, Why do you marvel? I will tell you othe mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 8The beast that you saw pwas, and is not, and qis about to rise from rthe bottomless pit[2] and sgo to destruction. And tthe dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in uthe book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because pit was and is not and is to come. 9vThis calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; 10they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. 11As for the beast wthat was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. 12And xthe ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings yfor one hour, together with the beast. 13These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 14They zwill make war on the Lamb, and athe Lamb will conquer them, for he is bLord of lords and bKing of kings, and those with him are ccalled and chosen and faithful.

 15And the angel[3] said to me, dThe waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 16And ethe ten horns that you saw, they and the beast fwill hate the prostitute. They will make her gdesolate and hnaked, and idevour her flesh and jburn her up with fire, 17for kGod has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and lhanding over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18And the woman that you saw is mthe great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.

The Fall of Babylon

 REVELATION 18 After this I saw nanother angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and othe earth was made bright with his glory. 2And he called out with a mighty voice,

 pFallen, fallen is Babylon the great!

She has become qa dwelling place for demons,

a haunt rfor every unclean spirit,

a haunt sfor every unclean bird,

a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.

3 For all nations have drunk[1]

tthe wine of the passion of her sexual immorality,

and uthe kings of the earth have committed immorality with her,

and vthe merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.

 4Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,

 wCome out of her, my people,

lest you take part in her sins,

lest you share in her plagues;

5 for xher sins are heaped high as heaven,

and yGod has remembered her iniquities.

6 zPay her back as she herself has paid back others,

and repay her adouble for her deeds;

mix a double portion for her bin the cup she mixed.

7 cAs she glorified herself and lived in luxury,

so give her a like measure of torment and mourning,

since in her heart she says,

dI sit as a queen,

I am no widow,

and mourning I shall never see.

8 For this reason her plagues will come ein a single day,

death and mourning and famine,

and fshe will be burned up with fire;

for gmighty is the Lord God who has judged her.

 9And hthe kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, iwill weep and wail over her jwhen they see the smoke of her burning. 10kThey will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say,

 Alas! Alas! lYou great city,

you mighty city, Babylon!

For min a single hour your judgment has come.

 11And nthe merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, 12cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, 13cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.[2]

 14 The fruit for which your soul longed

has gone from you,

and all your delicacies and your splendors

are lost to you,

never to be found again!

 15oThe merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, pwill stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud,

 16 Alas, alas, for the great city

qthat was clothed in fine linen,

in purple and scarlet,

adorned with gold,

with jewels, and with pearls!

17 For rin a single hour all this wealth shas been laid waste.

And tall shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off 18and ucried out vas they saw the smoke of her burning,

 wWhat city was like the great city?

 19And they threw xdust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,

 Alas, alas, for the great city

ywhere all who had ships at sea

grew rich by her wealth!

For zin a single hour she has been laid waste.

20 aRejoice over her, O heaven,

and you saints and bapostles and prophets,

for cGod has given judgment for you against her!

 21Then da mighty angel etook up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,

 So will Babylon fthe great city be thrown down with violence,

and will be found no more;

22 and gthe sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters,

will be heard in you no more,

and a craftsman of any craft

will be found in you no more,

and hthe sound of the mill

will be heard in you no more,

23 and the light of a lamp

will shine in you no more,

and ithe voice of bridegroom and bride

will be heard in you no more,

for jyour merchants were the great ones of the earth,

and all nations were deceived kby your sorcery.

24 And lin her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,

and of mall who have been slain on earth.

Rejoicing in Heaven

 REVELATION 19 After this I heard nwhat seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out,

 Hallelujah!

oSalvation and glory and power belong to our God,

2 for phis judgments are true and just;

for he has judged qthe great prostitute

who corrupted the earth with her immorality,

and rhas avenged on her the blood of his servants.[1]

 3Once more they cried out,

 Hallelujah!

sThe smoke from her goes up forever and ever.

 4And tthe twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, Amen. Hallelujah! 5And from the throne came a voice saying,

 uPraise our God,

all you his servants,

vyou who fear him,

small and great.

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

 6Then I heard what seemed to be wthe voice of a great multitude, like xthe roar of many waters and ylike the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

 Hallelujah!

For the Lord our God

the Almighty zreigns.

7 Let us rejoice and exult

and give him the glory,

for athe marriage of the Lamb has come,

and bhis Bride has made herself ready;

8 cit was granted her to clothe herself

with fine linen, bright and pure

for the fine linen is dthe righteous deeds of the saints.

 9And the angel said[2] to me, Write this: eBlessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he said to me, fThese are the true words of God. 10Then gI fell down at his feet to worship him, hbut he said to me, You must not do that! I am a fellow servant[3] with you and your brothers who hold to ithe testimony of Jesus. Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

The Rider on a White Horse

 11Then I saw jheaven opened, and behold, ka white horse! The one sitting on it is called lFaithful and True, and min righteousness he judges and makes war. 12nHis eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are omany diadems, and he has pa name written that no one knows but himself. 13He is clothed in qa robe dipped in[4] blood, and the name by which he is called is rThe Word of God. 14And the armies of heaven, sarrayed in fine linen, white and pure, twere following him on white horses. 15uFrom his mouth comes a sharp sword vwith which to strike down the nations, and whe will rule them with a rod of iron. xHe will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh yhe has a name written, zKing of kings and Lord of lords.

 17Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to aall the birds that fly directly overhead, bCome, gather for cthe great supper of God, 18dto eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave,[5] both small and great. 19And I saw ethe beast and the kings of the earth with their armies fgathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20And the beast was captured, and with it gthe false prophet hwho in its presence[6] had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who iworshiped its image. These two were jthrown alive into the lake of kfire that burns with sulfur. 21And the rest were slain by the sword lthat came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and mall the birds were gorged with their flesh.

The Thousand Years

 REVELATION 20 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, nholding in his hand the key to othe bottomless pit[1] and a great chain. 2And he seized pthe dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and qbound him for a thousand years, 3and threw him into othe pit, and shut it and rsealed it over him, so that she might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.

 4Then I saw tthrones, and useated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw vthe souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those wwho had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. xThey came to life and yreigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6zBlessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such athe second death has no power, but they will be bpriests of God and of Christ, and they cwill reign with him for a thousand years.

The Defeat of Satan

 7And when the thousand years are ended, dSatan will be released from his prison 8and will come out eto deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, fGog and Magog, gto gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9And hthey marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded ithe camp of the saints and jthe beloved city, but kfire came down from heaven[2] and consumed them, 10and the devil lwho had deceived them was mthrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where nthe beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Judgment Before the Great White Throne

 11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence oearth and sky fled away, and pno place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and qbooks were opened. Then another book was opened, which is rthe book of life. And sthe dead were judged by what was written in the books, taccording to what they had done. 13And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, uDeath and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, taccording to what they had done. 14Then uDeath and Hades vwere thrown into the lake of fire. This is wthe second death, the lake of fire. 15And if anyones name was not found written in the book of life, xhe was thrown into the lake of fire.

The New Heaven and the New Earth

 REVELATION 21 Then I saw ya new heaven and a new earth, for zthe first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw athe holy city, bnew Jerusalem, ccoming down out of heaven from God, dprepared eas a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Behold, fthe dwelling place[1] of God is with man. He will gdwell with them, and they will be his people,[2] and God himself will be with them as their God.[3] 4hHe will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and ideath shall be no more, jneither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.

 5And khe who was seated on the throne said, Behold, I lam making all things new. Also he said, Write this down, for mthese words are trustworthy and true. 6And he said to me, nIt is done! oI am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. pTo the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7qThe one who conquers will have this heritage, and rI will be his God and she will be my son. 8tBut as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, utheir portion will be in vthe lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is wthe second death.

The New Jerusalem

 9Then came xone of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of ythe seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, Come, I will show you zthe Bride, the wife of the Lamb. 10And ahe carried me away in the Spirit to ba great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11chaving the glory of God, dits radiance elike a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12It had a great, high wall, fwith twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed 13on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14And the wall of the city had twelve gfoundations, and hon them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

 15And the one who spoke with me ihad a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 16The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia.[4] Its length and width and height are equal. 17He also measured its wall, 144 cubits[5] by jhuman measurement, which is also kan angels measurement. 18The wall was built of ljasper, while the city was pure gold, like lclear glass. 19mThe foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and nthe street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

 22And oI saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city phas no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for qthe glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24By its light rwill the nations walk, and the kings of the earth swill bring their glory into it, 25and tits gates will never be shut by dayand uthere will be no night there. 26They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But vnothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lambs wbook of life.

The River of Life

 REVELATION 22 Then the angel[1] showed me xthe river of ythe water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of zthe street of the city; aalso, on either side of the river, bthe tree of life[2] with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were cfor the healing of the nations. 3dNo longer will there be anything accursed, but ethe throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and fhis servants[3] will worship him. 4gThey will see his face, and hhis name will be on their foreheads. 5And inight will be no more. They will need no light of lamp jor sun, for kthe Lord God will be their light, and lthey will reign forever and ever.

Jesus Is Coming

 6And he said to me, mThese words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of nthe spirits of the prophets, ohas sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.

 7And behold, pI am coming soon. qBlessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.

 8I, rJohn, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, sI fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9sbut he said to me, You must not do that! I am a fellow servant[4] with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those mwho keep the words of this book. Worship God.

 10And he said to me, tDo not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11uLet the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.

 12Behold, vI am coming soon, wbringing my recompense with me, xto repay each one for what he has done. 13yI am the Alpha and the Omega, zthe first and the last, athe beginning and the end.

 14Blessed are those who bwash their robes,[5] so that they may have the right to cthe tree of life and that dthey may enter the city by the gates. 15eOutside are fthe dogs gand sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

 16hI, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things ifor the churches. I am jthe root and kthe descendant of David, lthe bright morning star.

 17The Spirit and mthe Bride say, Come. And let the one who hears say, Come. And nlet the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the owater of life without price.

 18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: pif anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in qthe tree of life and in rthe holy city, which are described in this book.

 20He who testifies to these things says, Surely sI am coming soon. Amen. tCome, Lord Jesus!

 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.[6] Amen.

	

Footnotes


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 1

[1] 1:1 Greek bondservants

[2] 1:1 Greek bondservant

[3] 1:7 Or mourn


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 2

[1] 2:9 Greek blasphemy

[2] 2:13 Or your faith in me

[3] 2:20 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 4

[1] 4:5 Or voices, or sounds


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 6

[1] 6:6 Greek choinix, a dry measure equal to about a quart

[2] 6:6 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[3] 6:11 Greek fellow bondservants

[4] 6:11 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated brothers) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

[5] 6:15 Or servant; Greek bondservant


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 7

[1] 7:3 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 8

[1] 8:5 Or voices, or sounds

[2] 8:11 Wormwood is the name of a plant and of the bitter-tasting extract derived from it


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 9

[1] 9:1 Greek the abyss; also verses 2, 11

[2] 9:11 Abaddon means destruction; Apollyon means destroyer

[3] 9:17 Greek hyacinth


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 10

[1] 10:7 Greek bondservants


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 11

[1] 11:7 Or the abyss

[2] 11:8 Greek spiritually

[3] 11:18 Greek bondservants

[4] 11:19 Or voices, or sounds


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 12

[1] 12:10 Or brothers and sisters

[2] 12:17 Some manuscripts And I stood, connecting the sentence with 13:1


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 13

[1] 13:6 Or tabernacle

[2] 13:7 Some manuscripts omit this sentence

[3] 13:12 Or on its behalf

[4] 13:14 Or on behalf of

[5] 13:16 Greek bondservant

[6] 13:18 Some manuscripts 616


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 14

[1] 14:8 Or wrath

[2] 14:12 Greek and the faith of Jesus

[3] 14:20 About 184 miles; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 15

[1] 15:3 Greek bondservant

[2] 15:3 Some manuscripts the ages

[3] 15:5 Or tabernacle


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 16

[1] 16:5 Greek angel of the waters

[2] 16:9 Greek blasphemed; also verses 11, 21

[3] 16:18 Or voices, or sounds

[4] 16:21 Greek a talent in weight


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 17

[1] 17:6 Greek the witnesses to Jesus

[2] 17:8 Greek the abyss

[3] 17:15 Greek he


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 18

[1] 18:3 Some manuscripts fallen by

[2] 18:13 Or and slaves, and human lives


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 19

[1] 19:2 Greek bondservants; also verse 5

[2] 19:9 Greek he said

[3] 19:10 Greek fellow bondservant

[4] 19:13 Some manuscripts sprinkled with

[5] 19:18 Greek bondservant

[6] 19:20 Or on its behalf


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 20

[1] 20:1 Greek the abyss; also verse 3

[2] 20:9 Some manuscripts from God, out of heaven, or out of heaven from God


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 21

[1] 21:3 Or tabernacle

[2] 21:3 Some manuscripts peoples

[3] 21:3 Some manuscripts omit as their God

[4] 21:16 About 1,380 miles; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters

[5] 21:17 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters


Footnotes for Revelation, Chapter 22

[1] 22:1 Greek he

[2] 22:2 Or the Lamb. In the midst of the street of the city, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life

[3] 22:3 Greek bondservants; also verse 6

[4] 22:9 Greek fellow bondservant

[5] 22:14 Some manuscripts do his commandments

[6] 22:21 Some manuscripts all the saints
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Table of Weights and Measures and Monetary Units

The following table is based on the best generally accepted information available for biblical weights, measures, and monetary units. All equivalents are approximate. Weights and measures also varied somewhat in different times and places in the ancient world. Most weights, measures, and monetary units are also explained in footnotes on the pages where they occur in the ESV text.



	Biblical Unit	Approximate American and Metric Equivalents	Equivalent



	bath	A bath was about 6 gallons or 22 liters	1 ephah



	beka	A beka was about 1/5 ounce or 5.5 grams	10 gerahs



	cor	A cor was about 6 bushels or 220 liters	10 ephahs



	cubit	A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters	6 handbreadths



	daric	A daric was a coin of about 1/4 ounce or 8.5 grams	 



	denarius	A denarius was a days wages for a laborer	 



	ephah	An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters	10 omers



	gerah	A gerah was about 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram	1/10 beka



	handbreadth	A handbreadth was about 3 inches or 7.5 centimeters	1/6 cubit



	hin	A hin was about 4 quarts or 3.5 liters	1/6 bath



	homer	A homer was about 6 bushels or 220 liters	10 ephahs



	kab	A kab was about 1 quart or 1 liter	1/22 ephah



	lethech	A lethech was about 3 bushels or 110 liters	5 ephahs



	log	A log was about 1/3 quart or 0.3 liter	1/72 bath



	mina	A mina was about 1 1/4 pounds or 0.6 kilogram	50 shekels



	omer	A omer was about 2 quarts or 2 liters	1/10 ephah



	pim	A pim was about 1/3 ounce or 7.5 grams	2/3 shekels



	seah	A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters	1/3 ephah



	shekel	A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams	2 bekas



	span	A span was about 9 inches or 22 centimeters	3 handbreadths



	stadion	A stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters	 



	talent	A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms	60 minas




	


Concordance

As an essentially literal translation, the ESV Bible is ideally suited for use with a concordance, as the ESV seeks to use the same English word, as far as possible and where appropriate to the meaning in each context, to translate important recurring words in the original languages. However, with a total of more than 757,000 words appearing in the ESV Bible, a shorter concordance such as this must be selective in the words it includes.

In choosing which words to list, the guiding principles were importance, familiarity, and breadth of coverage. Since the ESV is within the stream of English Bible translations that began with the King James Version of 1611, there was a special effort to include references to as many familiar Bible passages as possible. As to breadth of coverage, the goal has been to list key references for many different words rather than more lengthy listings for fewer words.

Passages appearing in more than one of the Synoptic Gospels usually have only one reference, most often to the book of Matthew.

Readers will find the functionality of this concordance greatly increased if, after locating a Bible passage, the cross-reference system is then utilized for further research.

Those desiring a more complete concordance for the ESV Bible should consult The Crossway Comprehensive Concordance, which has more than 300,000 verse listings for nearly 14,000 different words. Readers with internet access will find optimal word-search capability with the search engine at the ESV web site, www.esv.org.
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Abbreviations

Old Testament Abbreviations

Genesis • Gn

Exodus • Ex

Leviticus • Lv

Numbers • Nm

Deuteronomy • Dt

Joshua • Jos

Judges • Jgs

Ruth • Ru

1 Samuel • 1 Sm

2 Samuel • 2 Sm

1 Kings • 1 Kgs

2 Kings • 2 Kgs

1 Chronicles • 1 Chr

2 Chronicles • 2 Chr

Ezra • Ezr

Nehemiah • Neh

Esther • Est

Job • Jb

Psalms • Ps

Proverbs • Prv

Ecclesiastes • Eccl

Song of Solomon • Sg

Isaiah • Is

Jeremiah • Jer

Lamentations • Lam

Ezekiel • Ezk

Daniel • Dn

Hosea • Hos

Joel • Jl

Amos • Am

Obadiah • Ob

Jonah • Jon

Micah • Mi

Nahum • Na

Habakkuk • Hab

Zephaniah • Zep

Haggai • Hg

Zechariah • Zec

Malachi • Mal

New Testament Abbreviations

Matthew • Mt

Mark • Mk

Luke • Lk

John • Jn

Acts • Acts

Romans • Rom

1 Corinthians • 1 Cor

2 Corinthians • 2 Cor

Galatians • Gal

Ephesians • Eph

Philippians • Phil

Colossians • Col

1 Thessalonians • 1 Thes

2 Thessalonians • 2 Thes

1 Timothy • 1 Tm

2 Timothy • 2 Tm

Titus • Ti

Philemon • Phlm

Hebrews • Heb

James • Jas

1 Peter • 1 Pt

2 Peter • 2 Pt

1 John • 1 Jn

2 John • 2 Jn

3 John • 3 Jn

Jude • Jude

Revelation • Rv

	


A (TOP)

AARON

Moses and he said, “Is there not A, • Ex 4:14

So A said to them, “Take off the rings • Ex 32:2

And the staff of A was among their • Nm 17:6

congregation saw that A had perished, • Nm 20:29

saying to A, ‘Make for us gods who • Acts 7:40

called by God, just as A was. • Heb 5:4

ABADDON

before God, and A has no covering. • Jb 26:6

in the grave, or your faithfulness in A? • Ps 88:11

Sheol and A lie open before the • Prv 15:11

His name in Hebrew is A, and in Greek • Rv 9:11

ABANDON

For you will not a my soul to Sheol, • Ps 16:10

The Lord will not a him to • Ps 37:33

he will not a his heritage; • Ps 94:14

For you will not a my soul to Hades, • Acts 2:27

ABANDONED

‘It is because they a the covenant of the • Dt 29:25

‘Because they a the Lord their • 1 Kgs 9:9

Christ, that he was not a to Hades, • Acts 2:31

for having a their former faith. • 1 Tm 5:12

that you have a the love you had at first. • Rv 2:4

ABBA

“A, Father, all things are possible for • Mk 14:36

sons, by whom we cry, “A! Father!” • Rom 8:15

into our hearts, crying, “A! Father!” • Gal 4:6

ABEL

A was a keeper of sheep, and Cain • Gn 4:2

“Where is A your brother?” He said, • Gn 4:9

blood of righteous A to the blood of • Mt 23:35

By faith A offered to God a more • Heb 11:4

a better word than the blood of A. • Heb 12:24

ABHOR

they a him who speaks the truth. • Am 5:10

A what is evil; hold fast to what is • Rom 12:9

ABHORS

statutes, and if your soul a my rules, • Lv 26:15

Lord a the bloodthirsty and • Ps 5:6

ABIATHAR

A, escaped and fled after David. • 1 Sm 22:20

son of Zeruiah and with A the priest. • 1 Kgs 1:7

ABIDE

His soul shall a in well-being, • Ps 25:13

the Most High will a in the shadow • Ps 91:1

righteousness a in the fruitful field. • Is 32:16

“If you a in my word, you are truly my • Jn 8:31

A in me, and I in you. As the branch • Jn 15:4

so have I loved you. A in my love. • Jn 15:9

a in him, so that when he appears we • 1 Jn 2:28

By this we know that we a in him and • 1 Jn 4:13

ahead and does not a in the teaching • 2 Jn 9

ABIDES

which cannot be moved, but a forever. • Ps 125:1

fruit by itself, unless it a in the vine, • Jn 15:4

whoever says he a in him ought to walk • 1 Jn 2:6

No one who a in him keeps on sinning; • 1 Jn 3:6

whoever a in love a in God, • 1 Jn 4:16

ABIDING

are like a shadow, and there is no a. • 1 Chr 29:15

had a better possession and an a one. • Heb 10:34

ABIGAIL

When A saw David, she hurried and • 1 Sm 25:23

Then David sent and spoke to A, • 1 Sm 25:39

second, Daniel, by A the Carmelite, • 1 Chr 3:1

ABIJAH

At that time A the son of Jeroboam • 1 Kgs 14:1

and A his son reigned in his place. • 2 Chr 12:16

ABILITY

Spirit of God, with a and intelligence, • Ex 31:3

According to their a they gave to the • Ezr 2:69

another one, to each according to his a. • Mt 25:15

is right, but not the a to carry it out. • Rom 7:18

ABIMELECH

prayed to God, and God healed A, • Gn 20:17

At that time A and Phicol the • Gn 21:22

A said, “What is this you have done to • Gn 26:10

Now A the son of Jerubbaal went to • Jgs 9:1

ABISHAI

and to Joab’s brother A the son of • 1 Sm 26:6

So Joab and A his brother killed Abner, • 2 Sm 3:30

And David said to A, “Now Sheba the • 2 Sm 20:6

Zeruiah: A, Joab, and Asahel, three. • 1 Chr 2:16

ABLE

Every man shall give as he is a, • Dt 16:17

But who is a to build him a house, • 2 Chr 2:6

silver and gold are not a to deliver • Ezk 7:19

our God whom we serve is a • Dn 3:17

“Do you believe that I am a to do this?” • Mt 9:28

Are you a to drink the cup that I am to • Mt 20:22

will be a to separate us from the love • Rom 8:39

Now to him who is a to strengthen you • Rom 16:25

Now to him who is a to do far more • Eph 3:20

kind to everyone, a to teach, patiently • 2 Tm 2:24

him who was a to save him from death, • Heb 5:7

Now to him who is a to keep you from • Jude 24

an open door, which no one is a to shut. • Rv 3:8

under the earth was a to open the scroll • Rv 5:3

ABNER

of his army was A the son of Ner, • 1 Sm 14:50

sat opposite, and A sat by Saul’s side, • 1 Sm 20:25

A was making himself strong in the • 2 Sm 3:6

And the king lamented for A, saying, • 2 Sm 3:33

ABOLISH

I have not come to a them but to fulfill • Mt 5:17

ABOLISHED

Jesus, who a death and brought life • 2 Tm 1:10

ABOMINABLE

to practice any of these a customs that • Lv 18:30

learn to follow the a practices of those • Dt 18:9

and they made their a images and their • Ezk 7:20

ABOMINATION

devious person is an a to the Lord, • Prv 3:32

Lying lips are an a to the Lord, • Prv 12:22

the scoffer is an a to mankind. • Prv 24:9

shall set up the a that makes desolate. • Dn 11:31

“So when you see the a of desolation • Mt 24:15

what is exalted among men is an a in • Lk 16:15

ABOMINATIONS

were before you, did all of these a, • Lv 18:27

because of these a the Lord your • Dt 18:12

for there are seven a in his heart; • Prv 26:25

on the wing of a shall come one who • Dn 9:27

golden cup full of a and the impurities • Rv 17:4

ABOUND

the Lord will make you a • Dt 28:11

continue in sin that grace may a? • Rom 6:1

of the Holy Spirit you may a in hope. • Rom 15:13

you may a in every good work. • 2 Cor 9:8

make you increase and a in love for • 1 Thes 3:12

ABOUNDED

that one man Jesus Christ a for many. • Rom 5:15

sin increased, grace a all the more, • Rom 5:20

ABOUNDING

Lord is slow to anger and a • Nm 14:18

slow to anger and a in steadfast love. • Ps 103:8

and a in steadfast love; and he • Jl 2:13

slow to anger and a in steadfast love, • Jon 4:2

ABOVE

Lord is God in heaven a • Dt 4:39

Be exalted, O God, a the heavens! • Ps 57:5

who sits a the circle of the earth, • Is 40:22

He who comes from a is a all. • Jn 3:31

“You are from below; I am from a. • Jn 8:23

unless it had been given you from a. • Jn 19:11

far a all rule and authority and • Eph 1:21

the name that is a every name, • Phil 2:9

and every perfect gift is from a, • Jas 1:17

A all, keep loving one another • 1 Pt 4:8

ABRAHAM

Abram, but your name shall be A, • Gn 17:5

Then A took Ishmael his son and all • Gn 17:23

these things God tested A and said to • Gn 22:1

A breathed his last and died • Gn 25:8

“I am the God of A your father. • Gn 26:24

Christ, the son of David, the son of A. • Mt 1:1

yourselves, ‘We have A as our father,’ • Mt 3:9

to A and to his offspring forever.” • Lk 1:55

called out, ‘Father A, have mercy on • Lk 16:24

“A believed God, and it was counted • Rom 4:3

just as A “believed God, and it was • Gal 3:6

By faith A obeyed when he was called • Heb 11:8

ABRAHAM’S

carried by the angels to A side. • Lk 16:22

“If you were A children, you • Jn 8:39

are Christ’s, then you are A offspring, • Gal 3:29

ABRAM

Lord said to A, “Go from your • Gn 12:1

A heard that his kinsman had been taken • Gn 14:14

vision: “Fear not, A, I am your shield; • Gn 15:1

Lord made a covenant with A, • Gn 15:18

ABSALOM

Now A, David’s son, had a beautiful • 2 Sm 13:1

So A stole the hearts of the men of • 2 Sm 15:6

surrounded A and struck him and • 2 Sm 18:15

“O my son A, O A, my son, • 2 Sm 19:4

ABSTAIN

A from every form of evil. • 1 Thes 5:22

to a from the passions of the flesh, • 1 Pt 2:11

ABSTAINS

thanks to God, while the one who a, • Rom 14:6

ABUNDANCE

of heart, because of the a of all things, • Dt 28:47

But I, through the a of your steadfast • Ps 5:7

according to the a of his steadfast love; • Lam 3:32

will be given, and he will have an a, • Mt 13:12

contributed out of their a, but she • Mk 12:44

for out of the a of the heart • Lk 6:45

so that their a may supply your need, • 2 Cor 8:14

ABUNDANT

Oh, how a is your goodness, which you • Ps 31:19

to let you know the a love that I have • 2 Cor 2:4

ABUNDANTLY

may have life and have it a. • Jn 10:10

For as we share a in Christ’s sufferings, • 2 Cor 1:5

because your faith is growing a, • 2 Thes 1:3

ABUSE

pray for those who a you. • Lk 6:28

ABYSS

command them to depart into the a. • Lk 8:31

descend into the a?’” (that is, to bring • Rom 10:7

ACCENT

one of them, for your a betrays you.” • Mt 26:73

ACCEPT

substance, and a the work of his hands; • Dt 33:11

A my freewill offerings of praise, O • Ps 119:108

Hear, my son, and a my words, • Prv 4:10

to a his lot and rejoice in his toil • Eccl 5:19

hear the word and a it and bear fruit, • Mk 4:20

does not a the things of the Spirit • 1 Cor 2:14

ACCEPTABLE

meditation of my heart be a • Ps 19:14

lips of the righteous know what is a, • Prv 10:32

fast, and a day a to the Lord? • Is 58:5

Your burnt offerings are not a, nor • Jer 6:20

holy and a to God, which is • Rom 12:1

it is a according to what a person has, • 2 Cor 8:12

thus let us offer to God a worship, • Heb 12:28

ACCEPTANCE

but the upright enjoy a. • Prv 14:9

what will their a mean but life from • Rom 11:15

is trustworthy and deserving of full a, • 1 Tm 1:15

ACCEPTED

If you do well, will you not be a? • Gn 4:7

the Lord a Job’s prayer. • Jb 42:9

and their sacrifices will be a • Is 56:7

a different gospel from the one you a, • 2 Cor 11:4

you a it not as the word of men but • 1 Thes 2:13

and you joyfully a the plundering of • Heb 10:34

ACCESS

we both have a in one Spirit • Eph 2:18

ACCOMPLISH

but it shall a that which I purpose, • Is 55:11

which he was about to a at Jerusalem. • Lk 9:31

works that the Father has given me to a, • Jn 5:36

ACCOMPLISHED

all these things are about to be a?” • Mk 13:4

Son of Man by the prophets will be a. • Lk 18:31

having a the work that you gave me to • Jn 17:4

except what Christ has a through me • Rom 15:18

ACCORD

I have not come of my own a. • Jn 7:28

I lay it down of my own a. • Jn 10:18

All these with one a were devoting • Acts 1:14

being in full a and of one mind. • Phil 2:2

ACCORDANCE

in a with all the curses of the covenant • Dt 29:21

died for our sins in a with • 1 Cor 15:3

ACCORDS

teach what a with sound doctrine. • Ti 2:1

ACCOUNT

“Tell us on whose a this evil has come • Jon 1:8

of evil against you falsely on my a. • Mt 5:11

people will give a for every careless • Mt 12:36

to write an orderly a for you, • Lk 1:3

Turn in the a of your management, • Lk 16:2

But I do not a my life of any value • Acts 20:24

each of us will give an a • Rom 14:12

you anything, charge that to my a. • Phlm 18

eyes of him to whom we must give a. • Heb 4:13

but they will give a to him • 1 Pt 4:5

ACCOUNTABLE

whole world may be held a to God. • Rom 3:19

in one point has become a for all of it. • Jas 2:10

ACCURSED

wish that I myself were a • Rom 9:3

no love for the Lord, let him be a. • 1 Cor 16:22

No longer will there be anything a, • Rv 22:3

ACCUSATION

“What a do you bring against • Jn 18:29

ACCUSE

me evil for good a me because I follow • Ps 38:20

In return for my love they a me, • Ps 109:4

Satan standing at his right hand to a • Zec 3:1

so that they might a him. • Mt 12:10

their conflicting thoughts a • Rom 2:15

ACCUSED

witness and has a his brother falsely, • Dt 19:18

forward and maliciously a the Jews. • Dn 3:8

who had maliciously a Daniel were • Dn 6:24

But when he was a by the chief priests • Mt 27:12

And for this hope I am a by Jews, O • Acts 26:7

ACCUSER

I must appeal for mercy to my a. • Jb 9:15

let an a stand at his right hand. • Ps 109:6

lest your a hand you over to the judge, • Mt 5:25

go with your a before the magistrate, • Lk 12:58

for the a of our brothers has been • Rv 12:10

ACKNOWLEDGE

In all your ways a him, and he • Prv 3:6

and you who are near, a my might. • Is 33:13

We a our wickedness, O Lord, • Jer 14:20

until they a their guilt and seek my face, • Hos 5:15

I also will a before my Father • Mt 10:32

not see fit to a God, God gave them up • Rom 1:28

the fruit of lips that a his name. • Heb 13:15

himself first, does not a our authority. • 3 Jn 9

ACKNOWLEDGED

I a my sin to you, and I did not cover • Ps 32:5

ACQUAINTED

lying down and are a with all my ways. • Ps 139:3

a man of sorrows, and a with grief; • Is 53:3

ACT

hear in heaven and a and judge your • 1 Kgs 8:32

trust in him, and he will a. • Ps 37:5

forgive. O Lord, pay attention and a. • Dn 9:19

complete among you this a of grace. • 2 Cor 8:6

ACTED

We have a very corruptly • Neh 1:7

done wrong and a wickedly and • Dn 9:5

ADAM

But for A there was not found a helper • Gn 2:20

And to A he said, “Because you have • Gn 3:17

Thus all the days that A lived • Gn 5:5

But like A they transgressed the • Hos 6:7

Yet death reigned from A • Rom 5:14

For as in A all die, so also • 1 Cor 15:22

“The first man A became a living • 1 Cor 15:45

For A was formed first, then Eve; • 1 Tm 2:13

ADD

You shall not a to the word that I • Dt 4:2

a heavy yoke, I will a to your yoke. • 1 Kgs 12:11

Do not a to his words, lest he • Prv 30:6

I will a fifteen years to your life. • Is 38:5

God will a to him the plagues • Rv 22:18

ADMONISH

night or day to a every one with tears. • Acts 20:31

but to a you as my beloved children. • 1 Cor 4:14

a the idle, encourage the fainthearted, • 1 Thes 5:14

ADONIJAH

A the son of Haggith exalted himself, • 1 Kgs 1:5

And A feared Solomon. So he arose • 1 Kgs 1:50

ADOPTION

received the Spirit of a as sons, • Rom 8:15

are Israelites, and to them belong the a, • Rom 9:4

law, so that we might receive a as sons. • Gal 4:5

he predestined us for a as sons • Eph 1:5

ADORN

“A yourself with majesty and dignity; • Jb 40:10

women should a themselves in • 1 Tm 2:9

in everything they may a the doctrine • Ti 2:10

women who hoped in God used to a • 1 Pt 3:5

ADULTERERS

For the land is full of a; because of the • Jer 23:10

against the sorcerers, against the a, • Mal 3:5

unjust, a, or even like this tax collector. • Lk 18:11

ADULTERESS

both the adulterer and the a shall surely • Lv 20:10

from the a with her smooth words, • Prv 2:16

and embrace the bosom of an a? • Prv 5:20

This is the way of an a: • Prv 30:20

ADULTEROUS

A wife, who receives strangers instead • Ezk 16:32

my words in this a and sinful generation, • Mk 8:38

You a people! Do you not know that • Jas 4:4

ADULTERY

“You shall not commit a. • Ex 20:14

He who commits a lacks sense; • Prv 6:32

it was said, ‘You shall not commit a.’ • Mt 5:27

heart come evil thoughts, murder, a, • Mt 15:19

marries another, commits a.” • Mt 19:9

been caught in the act of a. • Jn 8:4

They have eyes full of a, insatiable for • 2 Pt 2:14

and those who commit a with her I will • Rv 2:22

ADVANTAGE

it is to your a that I go away, • Jn 16:7

Then what a has the Jew? Or what is • Rom 3:1

Christ will be of no a to you. • Gal 5:2

boasters, showing favoritism to gain a. • Jude 16

ADVERSARIES

of your majesty you overthrow your a; • Ex 15:7

Give me not up to the will of my a; • Ps 27:12

you will destroy all the a of my soul, • Ps 143:12

Lord takes vengeance on his a • Na 1:2

things, all his a were put to shame, • Lk 13:17

which none of your a will be able • Lk 21:15

opened to me, and there are many a. • 1 Cor 16:9

a fury of fire that will consume the a. • Heb 10:27

ADVERSARY

saying, ‘Give me justice against my a.’ • Lk 18:3

and give the a no occasion for slander. • 1 Tm 5:14

Your a the devil prowls around like a • 1 Pt 5:8

ADVERSITY

all times, and a brother is born for a. • Prv 17:17

be joyful, and in the day of a consider: • Eccl 7:14

the Lord give you the bread of a • Is 30:20

ADVICE

but a wise man listens to a. • Prv 12:15

but with those who take a is wisdom. • Prv 13:10

Listen to a and accept instruction, • Prv 19:20

opposing God!” So they took his a, • Acts 5:39

ADVOCATE

does sin, we have an a with the Father, • 1 Jn 2:1

AFFECTION

Love one another with brotherly a. • Rom 12:10

for you all with the a of Christ Jesus. • Phil 1:8

and brotherly a with love. • 2 Pt 1:7

AFFLICT

taskmasters over them to a them with • Ex 1:11

he does not willingly a from his heart • Lam 3:33

sincerely but thinking to a me in my • Phil 1:17

repay with affliction those who a you, • 2 Thes 1:6

AFFLICTED

and they will be a for four hundred • Gn 15:13

He delivers the a by their affliction • Jb 36:15

gracious to me, for I am lonely and a. • Ps 25:16

glad for as many days as you have a us, • Ps 90:15

Before I was a I went astray, but now I • Ps 119:67

him stricken, smitten by God, and a. • Is 53:4

those a with various diseases and pains, • Mt 4:24

sick and those a with unclean spirits, • Acts 5:16

If we are a, it is for your comfort • 2 Cor 1:6

We are a in every way, but not • 2 Cor 4:8

feet of the saints, has cared for the a, • 1 Tm 5:10

AFFLICTION

“I have surely seen the a of my people • Ex 3:7

Consider my a and my trouble, and • Ps 25:18

love, because you have seen my a; • Ps 31:7

This is my comfort in my a, that • Ps 119:50

I have tried you in the furnace of a. • Is 48:10

In all their a he was afflicted, and the • Is 63:9

and healing every disease and every a. • Mt 9:35

who comforts us in all our a, so that • 2 Cor 1:4

light momentary a is preparing • 2 Cor 4:17

In all our a, I am overflowing with joy. • 2 Cor 7:4

all our distress and a we have been • 1 Thes 3:7

AFFLICTIONS

Many are the a of the righteous, but • Ps 34:19

that imprisonment and a await me. • Acts 20:23

by great endurance, in a, hardships, • 2 Cor 6:4

what is lacking in Christ’s a for the • Col 1:24

that no one be moved by these a. • 1 Thes 3:3

AFRAID

and I was a, because I was naked, • Gn 3:10

the people were a and trembled, • Ex 20:18

Lord, and they shall be a of you. • Dt 28:10

to them, “Do not be a or dismayed; • Jos 10:25

of my life; of whom shall I be a? • Ps 27:1

When I am a, I put my trust in you. • Ps 56:3

He is not a of bad news; • Ps 112:7

She is not a of snow for her household, • Prv 31:21

Fear not, nor be a; have I not told • Is 44:8

Do not be a of them, for I am with you • Jer 1:8

And you, son of man, be not a of them, • Ezk 2:6

“Why are you a, O you of little faith?” • Mt 8:26

“Take heart; it is I. Do not be a.” • Mt 14:27

Jesus said to them, “Do not be a; • Mt 28:10

“Do not be a, Mary, for you have • Lk 1:30

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be a; • Lk 5:10

be troubled, neither let them be a. • Jn 14:27

Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be a, • Acts 18:9

But if you do wrong, be a, for he • Rom 13:4

AGABUS

a prophet named A came down • Acts 21:10

AGE

Why do the wicked live, reach old a, • Jb 21:7

They still bear fruit in old a; they are • Ps 92:14

either in this a or in the a to • Mt 12:32

The harvest is the end of the a, and • Mt 13:39

your coming and of the end of the a?” • Mt 24:3

with you always, to the end of the a.” • Mt 28:20

and in the a to come eternal life. • Mk 10:30

“The sons of this a marry and are • Lk 20:34

it is not a wisdom of this a • 1 Cor 2:6

to deliver us from the present evil a, • Gal 1:4

not only in this a but also in the one to • Eph 1:21

AGES

renown, O Lord, throughout all a. • Ps 135:13

God decreed before the a for our glory. • 1 Cor 2:7

the mystery hidden for a in God • Eph 3:9

mystery hidden for a and generations • Col 1:26

us in Christ Jesus before the a began, • 2 Tm 1:9

never lies, promised before the a began • Ti 1:2

AGONY

And being in an a he prayed more • Lk 22:44

AGREE

if two of you a on earth about anything • Mt 18:19

Did you not a with me for a denarius? • Mt 20:13

him, but their testimony did not a. • Mk 14:56

a with one another, live in peace; • 2 Cor 13:11

I entreat Syntyche to a in the Lord. • Phil 4:2

water and the blood; and these three a. • 1 Jn 5:8

AGREEMENT

What a has the temple of God with • 2 Cor 6:16

AGRIPPA

A the king and Bernice arrived at • Acts 25:13

And A said to Paul, “In a short time • Acts 26:28

AHAB

A did more to provoke the Lord, • 1 Kgs 16:33

So Elijah went to show himself to A. • 1 Kgs 18:2

rain. And A rode and went to Jezreel. • 1 Kgs 18:45

after this A said to Naboth, “Give me • 1 Kgs 21:2

AHASUERUS

A who reigned from India to Ethiopia • Est 1:1

In the first year of Darius the son of A, • Dn 9:1

AHAZ

A the son of Jotham, king of Judah, • 2 Kgs 16:1

Again the Lord spoke to A, • Is 7:10

AHAZIAH

A the son of Ahab began to reign over • 1 Kgs 22:51

Now A fell through the lattice in his • 2 Kgs 1:2

A the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, • 2 Kgs 8:25

saying to A, “Treachery, O A!” • 2 Kgs 9:23

searched for A, and he was captured • 2 Chr 22:9

AHIMELECH

David came to Nob to A the priest. • 1 Sm 21:1

surely die, A, you and all your father’s • 1 Sm 22:16

AHITHOPHEL

for A the Gilonite, David’s counselor, • 2 Sm 15:12

Absalom said to A, “Give your counsel. • 2 Sm 16:20

When A saw that his counsel was not • 2 Sm 17:23

AI

Joshua burned A and made it forever • Jos 8:28

AIM

for we a at what is honorable not only • 2 Cor 8:21

A for restoration, comfort one another, • 2 Cor 13:11

The a of our charge is love that issues • 1 Tm 1:5

my teaching, my conduct, my a in life, • 2 Tm 3:10

AIR

and the birds of the a devoured it. • Lk 8:5

cloaks and flinging dust into the a, • Acts 22:23

I do not box as one beating the a. • 1 Cor 9:26

to meet the Lord in the a, • 1 Thes 4:17

angel poured out his bowl into the a, • Rv 16:17

ALABASTER

him with an a flask of very expensive • Mt 26:7

ALARMED

and the visions of my head a me. • Dn 4:5

rumors of wars. See that you are not a, • Mt 24:6

in a white robe, and they were a. • Mk 16:5

not to be quickly shaken in mind or a, • 2 Thes 2:2

ALERT

Therefore be a, remembering • Acts 20:31

supplication. To that end keep a • Eph 6:18

ALEXANDER

Some of the crowd prompted A, • Acts 19:33

ALIENATED

a from the commonwealth of Israel • Eph 2:12

a from the life of God because of • Eph 4:18

who once were a and hostile in mind, • Col 1:21

ALIVE

into the ark to keep them a with you. • Gn 6:19

Lord your God are all a today. • Dt 4:4

grass of the field, which today is a and • Mt 6:30

heard that he was a and had been seen • Mk 16:11

He presented himself a to them after • Acts 1:3

came, sin came a and I died. • Rom 7:9

so also in Christ shall all be made a. • 1 Cor 15:22

made us a together with Christ • Eph 2:5

why, as if you were still a in the world, • Col 2:20

I died, and behold I am a forevermore, • Rv 1:18

You have the reputation of being a, but • Rv 3:1

These two were thrown a into the lake • Rv 19:20

ALMIGHTY

“I am God A; walk before me, • Gn 17:1

God A bless you and make you fruitful • Gn 28:3

“I am God A: be fruitful and • Gn 35:11

to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God A, • Ex 6:3

For the arrows of the A are in me; • Jb 6:4

“Shall a faultfinder contend with the A? • Jb 40:2

High will abide in the shadow of the A. • Ps 91:1

many waters, like the sound of the A, • Ezk 1:24

like the voice of God A when he • Ezk 10:5

who was and who is to come, the A.” • Rv 1:8

For the Lord our God the A reigns. • Rv 19:6

is the Lord God the A and the Lamb. • Rv 21:22

ALMS

give as a those things that are within, • Lk 11:41

prayers and your a have ascended as • Acts 10:4

ALONE

“It is not good that the man should be a; • Gn 2:18

for you. You are not able to do it a. • Ex 18:18

you, O Lord, are God a.” • 2 Kgs 19:19

Lord, you a. You have made • Neh 9:6

you a, O Lord, make me dwell • Ps 4:8

For God a my soul waits in silence; • Ps 62:1

woe to him who is a when he falls and • Eccl 4:10

know that you a are the Lord.” • Is 37:20

good? No one is good except God a. • Mk 10:18

it happened that as he was praying a, • Lk 9:18

I am not a, for the Father is with me. • Jn 16:32

justified by works and not by faith a. • Jas 2:24

ALPHA

“I am the A and the Omega,” • Rv 1:8

I am the A and the Omega, • Rv 21:6

I am the A and the Omega, • Rv 22:13

ALPHAEUS

saw Levi the son of A sitting at the tax • Mk 2:14

James the son of A and Simon the • Acts 1:13

ALTAR

Then Noah built an a to the Lord • Gn 8:20

And Moses built an a and called • Ex 17:15

“You shall make the a of acacia wood, • Ex 27:1

for you on the a to make atonement for • Lv 17:11

David built there an a • 2 Sm 24:25

And he repaired the a of the Lord • 1 Kgs 18:30

and they built the a of the God • Ezr 3:2

Then I will go to the a of God, to God • Ps 43:4

you say, ‘If anyone swears by the a, • Mt 23:18

perished between the a and the • Lk 11:51

I found also an a with this inscription, • Acts 17:23

having the golden a of incense and the • Heb 9:4

I saw under the a the souls of those who • Rv 6:9

And I heard the a saying, “Yes, Lord • Rv 16:7

ALTARS

You shall tear down their a and break • Ex 34:13

prophets, they have demolished your a, • Rom 11:3

ALWAYS

delight; be intoxicated a in her love. • Prv 5:19

I am with you a, to the end • Mt 28:20

Christ a leads us in triumphal • 2 Cor 2:14

So we are a of good courage. • 2 Cor 5:6

giving thanks a and for everything • Eph 5:20

Rejoice in the Lord a; again I will say, • Phil 4:4

a being prepared to make a defense to • 1 Pt 3:15

AMAZED

And all the people were a, • Mt 12:23

they were all a and glorified God, • Mk 2:12

And the disciples were a at his words. • Mk 10:24

heard him were a at his understanding • Lk 2:47

And her parents were a, but he charged • Lk 8:56

And they were a and astonished, • Acts 2:7

AMAZIAH

and A his son reigned in his place. • 2 Kgs 12:21

king of Israel captured A king of Judah, • 2 Kgs 14:13

And A said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee • Am 7:12

AMBASSADOR

for which I am an a in chains, that I • Eph 6:20

AMBASSADORS

we are a for Christ, God • 2 Cor 5:20

AMBITION

I make it my a to preach the gospel, • Rom 15:20

jealousy and selfish a in your hearts, • Jas 3:14

AMBUSH

son of Paul’s sister heard of their a, • Acts 23:16

they were planning an a to kill him on • Acts 25:3

AMEN

people say, “A!” Praise the Lord! • Ps 106:48

who is God over all, blessed forever. A. • Rom 9:5

we utter our A to God for his glory. • 2 Cor 1:20

glory and dominion forever and ever. A. • Rv 1:6

‘The words of the A, the faithful and • Rv 3:14

“A! Blessing and glory and wisdom • Rv 7:12

“Surely I am coming soon.” A. • Rv 22:20

AMMONITE

“No A or Moabite may enter the • Dt 23:3

AMMONITES

He is the father of the A to this day. • Gn 19:38

to himself the A and the Amalekites, • Jgs 3:13

Rabbah of the A and took the royal city. • 2 Sm 12:26

I will restore the fortunes of the A, • Jer 49:6

AMNON

his firstborn was A, of Ahinoam of • 2 Sm 3:2

AMON

and A his son reigned in his place. • 2 Kgs 21:18

A his son, Josiah his son. • 1 Chr 3:14

A was twenty-two years old when he • 2 Chr 33:21

AMORITES

and also the A who were dwelling in • Gn 14:7

and the A dwell in the hill country. • Nm 13:29

peace also between Israel and the A. • 1 Sm 7:14

ANANIAS

But a man named A, with his wife • Acts 5:1

was a disciple at Damascus named A. • Acts 9:10

And the high priest A commanded • Acts 23:2

ANCHOR

as a sure and steadfast a of the soul, • Heb 6:19

ANCIENT

be lifted up, O a doors, that the King • Ps 24:7

rides in the heavens, the a heavens; • Ps 68:33

Do not move an a landmark or enter • Prv 23:10

and the A of Days took his seat; • Dn 7:9

the A of Days came, and judgment • Dn 7:22

For from a generations Moses has • Acts 15:21

ANDREW

and A his brother, casting a net • Mt 4:18

who is called Peter, and A his brother; • Mt 10:2

he named Peter, and A his brother, • Lk 6:14

John speak and followed Jesus was A, • Jn 1:40

disciples, A, Simon Peter’s brother, • Jn 6:8

Philip went and told A; • Jn 12:22

Peter and John and James and A, • Acts 1:13

ANGEL

The a of the Lord found her • Gn 16:7

the a of the Lord called to him • Gn 22:11

the a of the Lord appeared • Ex 3:2

the a of the Lord took his stand • Nm 22:22

And the a of the Lord appeared • Jgs 13:3

the a of the Lord destroying • 1 Chr 21:12

The a of the Lord encamps • Ps 34:7

and the a of his presence saved them; • Is 63:9

who has sent his a and delivered his • Dn 3:28

My God sent his a and shut the lions’ • Dn 6:22

an a of the Lord appeared to him in a • Mt 1:20

for an a of the Lord descended from • Mt 28:2

the sixth month the a Gabriel was sent • Lk 1:26

And the a said to them, “Fear not, for • Lk 2:10

during the night an a of the Lord • Acts 5:19

Now an a of the Lord said to Philip, • Acts 8:26

there stood before me an a • Acts 27:23

disguises himself as an a of light. • 2 Cor 11:14

by sending his a to his servant John, • Rv 1:1

ANGELS

the a of God were ascending and • Gn 28:12

Bless the Lord, O you his a, • Ps 103:20

end of the age, and the reapers are a. • Mt 13:39

no one knows, not even the a of heaven, • Mt 24:36

send me more than twelve legions of a? • Mt 26:53

the a were ministering to him. • Mk 1:13

send out the a and gather his elect • Mk 13:27

“‘He will command his a concerning • Lk 4:10

before the a of God over one sinner • Lk 15:10

they are equal to a and are sons of God, • Lk 20:36

And she saw two a in white, sitting • Jn 20:12

you not know that we are to judge a? • 1 Cor 6:3

on her head, because of the a. • 1 Cor 11:10

on asceticism and worship of a, • Col 2:18

revealed from heaven with his mighty a • 2 Thes 1:7

him for a little while lower than the a; • Heb 2:7

some have entertained a unawares. • Heb 13:2

things into which a long to look. • 1 Pt 1:12

For if God did not spare a when • 2 Pt 2:4

And the a who did not stay within • Jude 6

ANGER

Lord is slow to a and abounding • Nm 14:18

is slow to a has great understanding, • Prv 14:29

wrath, but a harsh word stirs up a. • Prv 15:1

he who is slow to a quiets contention. • Prv 15:18

is slow to a is better than the mighty, • Prv 16:32

Wrath is cruel, a is overwhelming, • Prv 27:4

the a of the Lord was kindled • Is 5:25

Why do you provoke me to a with the • Jer 44:8

He does not retain his a forever, • Mi 7:18

is slow to a and great in power, • Na 1:3

jealousy, a, hostility, slander, gossip, • 2 Cor 12:20

do not let the sun go down on your a, • Eph 4:26

a, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene • Col 3:8

lifting holy hands without a • 1 Tm 2:8

quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to a; • Jas 1:19

ANGRY

Lord said to Cain, “Why are you a, • Gn 4:6

the Lord was a with Solomon, • 1 Kgs 11:9

Be a, and do not sin; ponder in your • Ps 4:4

O Lord? Will you be a forever? • Ps 79:5

and a backbiting tongue, a looks. • Prv 25:23

Be not quick in your spirit to become a, • Eccl 7:9

contend forever, nor will I always be a; • Is 57:16

I will not be a forever. • Jer 3:12

“Do you do well to be a?” • Jon 4:4

is a with his brother will be liable • Mt 5:22

Be a and do not sin; do not let the sun • Eph 4:26

ANGUISH

I will speak in the a of my spirit; • Jb 7:11

My heart is in a within me; the terrors • Ps 55:4

Trouble and a have found me out, • Ps 119:143

a day of distress and a, a day • Zep 1:15

sorrow and unceasing a in my heart. • Rom 9:2

of much affliction and a of heart and • 2 Cor 2:4

People gnawed their tongues in a • Rv 16:10

ANIMALS

Take with you seven pairs of all clean a, • Gn 7:2

These are the a you may eat: • Dt 14:4

And he was with the wild a, and the • Mk 1:13

In it were all kinds of a and reptiles • Acts 10:12

resembling mortal man and birds and a • Rom 1:23

one kind for humans, another for a, • 1 Cor 15:39

by all that they, like unreasoning a, • Jude 10

ANNA

prophetess, A, the daughter of Phanuel, • Lk 2:36

ANNAS

the high priesthood of A and Caiaphas, • Lk 3:2

First they led him to A, for he was the • Jn 18:13

with A the high priest and Caiaphas • Acts 4:6

ANOINT

“Arise, a him, for this is he.” • 1 Sm 16:12

I a you king over Israel.’ • 2 Kgs 9:3

fast, a your head and wash your face, • Mt 6:17

spices, so that they might go and a him. • Mk 16:1

You did not a my head with oil, but she • Lk 7:46

and salve to a your eyes, so that you • Rv 3:18

ANOINTED

the priest who is a and consecrated • Lv 16:32

Lord a you king over Israel. • 1 Sm 15:17

my lord, for he is the Lord’s a.’ • 1 Sm 24:10

and shows steadfast love to his a, • 2 Sm 22:51

“Touch not my a ones, do my prophets • 1 Chr 16:22

the Lord and against his A, • Ps 2:2

not turn away the face of your a one. • Ps 132:10

“These are the two a ones who stand • Zec 4:14

out many demons and a with oil • Mk 6:13

she has a my body beforehand • Mk 14:8

It was Mary who a the Lord with • Jn 11:2

a the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet • Jn 12:3

your holy servant Jesus, whom you a, • Acts 4:27

how God a Jesus of Nazareth with the • Acts 10:38

us with you in Christ, and has a us, • 2 Cor 1:21

But you have been a by the Holy One, • 1 Jn 2:20

ANOINTING

shall be my holy a oil throughout your • Ex 30:31

a him with oil in the name of the Lord. • Jas 5:14

But the a that you received from • 1 Jn 2:27

ANOTHER

profaned? My glory I will not give to a. • Is 48:11

holds true, ‘One sows and a reaps.’ • Jn 4:37

Love one a with brotherly affection. • Rom 12:10

patience, bearing with one a in love, • Eph 4:2

abound in love for one a and for all, • 1 Thes 3:12

encourage one a with these words. • 1 Thes 4:18

how to stir up one a to love and good • Heb 10:24

hospitality to one a without grumbling. • 1 Pt 4:9

ANSWER

So my honesty will a for me later, • Gn 30:33

A me, O Lord, a me, • 1 Kgs 18:37

A me when I call, O God of my • Ps 4:1

Attend to me, and a me; I am restless • Ps 55:2

In your faithfulness a me, in your • Ps 143:1

A soft a turns away wrath, but a harsh • Prv 15:1

of the righteous ponders how to a, • Prv 15:28

a of the tongue is from the Lord. • Prv 16:1

A not a fool according to his folly, lest • Prv 26:4

Before they call I will a; while they are • Is 65:24

“And in that day I will a, declares the • Hos 2:21

up and said, “Have you no a to make? • Mt 26:62

not to meditate beforehand how to a, • Lk 21:14

him at some length, but he made no a. • Lk 23:9

But Jesus gave him no a. • Jn 19:9

who are you, O man, to a back to God? • Rom 9:20

that you may be able to a those who • 2 Cor 5:12

know how you ought to a each person. • Col 4:6

ANSWERED

Lord a Job out of the whirlwind • Jb 40:6

Job a the Lord and said: • Jb 42:1

Lord a me and set me free. • Ps 118:5

“You have a correctly; do this, and • Lk 10:28

ANTICHRIST

heard that a is coming, so now many • 1 Jn 2:18

This is the a, he who denies the Father • 1 Jn 2:22

This is the spirit of the a, which you • 1 Jn 4:3

Such a one is the deceiver and the a. • 2 Jn 7

ANTIOCH

And in A the disciples were first • Acts 11:26

them and send them to A with Paul • Acts 15:22

when Cephas came to A, I opposed • Gal 2:11

sufferings that happened to me at A, • 2 Tm 3:11

ANTS

the a are a people not strong, yet they • Prv 30:25

ANXIETIES

I want you to be free from a. • 1 Cor 7:32

casting all your a on him, because he • 1 Pt 5:7

ANXIETY

A in a man’s heart weighs him down, • Prv 12:25

pressure on me of my a for all the • 2 Cor 11:28

ANXIOUS

an a heart, “Be strong; fear not! • Is 35:4

me, Daniel, my spirit within me was a, • Dn 7:15

I tell you, do not be a about your life, • Mt 6:25

“Therefore do not be a about tomorrow, • Mt 6:34

do not be a how you are to speak or • Mt 10:19

Martha, you are a and troubled about • Lk 10:41

which of you by being a can add a • Lk 12:25

married man is a about worldly • 1 Cor 7:33

do not be a about anything, but in • Phil 4:6

ANYTHING

Is a too hard for the Lord? • Gn 18:14

God of all flesh. Is a too hard for me? • Jer 32:27

of you agree on earth about a they ask, • Mt 18:19

If you ask me a in my name, I will do it. • Jn 14:14

Owe no one a, except to love • Rom 13:8

For we cannot do a against the truth, • 2 Cor 13:8

and do not fear a that is frightening. • 1 Pt 3:6

APART

set a to the Lord all that first • Ex 13:12

Lord has set a the godly for • Ps 4:3

my Lord; I have no good a from you.” • Ps 16:2

“Set a for me Barnabas and Saul for • Acts 13:2

one is justified by faith a from works • Rom 3:28

For a from the law, sin lies dead. • Rom 7:8

vessel for honorable use, set a as holy, • 2 Tm 2:21

APOLLOS

Now a Jew named A, a native of • Acts 18:24

or “I follow A,” or “I follow • 1 Cor 1:12

I planted, A watered, but God gave • 1 Cor 3:6

APOLLYON

is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called A. • Rv 9:11

APOSTASY

you, and your a will reprove you. • Jer 2:19

I will heal their a; I will love them • Hos 14:4

APOSTLE

of Christ Jesus, called to be an a, set • Rom 1:1

then as I am an a to the Gentiles, • Rom 11:13

Am I not an a? Have I not seen Jesus • 1 Cor 9:1

a of Christ Jesus by the will of God, • 2 Cor 1:1

The signs of a true a were performed • 2 Cor 12:12

a preacher and an a (I am telling • 1 Tm 2:7

a and high priest of our confession, • Heb 3:1

APOSTLES

The names of the twelve a are these: • Mt 10:2

‘I will send them prophets and a, • Lk 11:49

he was numbered with the eleven a. • Acts 1:26

signs were being done through the a. • Acts 2:43

The a and the elders were gathered • Acts 15:6

has appointed in the church first a, • 1 Cor 12:28

on the foundation of the a and prophets, • Eph 2:20

And he gave the a, the prophets, • Eph 4:11

who call themselves a and are not, • Rv 2:2

and you saints and a and prophets, • Rv 18:20

names of the twelve a of the Lamb. • Rv 21:14

APOSTLES’

devoted themselves to the a teaching • Acts 2:42

money and laid it at the a feet. • Acts 4:37

through the laying on of the a hands, • Acts 8:18

APOSTLESHIP

have received grace and a to bring • Rom 1:5

you are the seal of my a in the Lord. • 1 Cor 9:2

APPEAL

you think that I cannot a to my Father, • Mt 26:53

I was compelled to a to Caesar • Acts 28:19

God making his a through us. • 2 Cor 5:20

for love’s sake I prefer to a to youI, • Phlm 9

as an a to God for a good conscience, • 1 Pt 3:21

APPEAR

When shall I come and a before God? • Ps 42:2

“When you come to a before me, • Is 1:12

tombs, which outwardly a beautiful, • Mt 23:27

For we must all a before the judgment • 2 Cor 5:10

you also will a with him in glory. • Col 3:4

but the sins of others a later. • 1 Tm 5:24

now to a in the presence of God on our • Heb 9:24

APPEARANCE

man looks on the outward a, but • 1 Sm 16:7

a youth, ruddy and handsome in a. • 1 Sm 17:42

astonished at youhis a was so marred, • Is 52:14

a of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” • Dn 3:25

My radiant a was fearfully changed, • Dn 10:8

His a was like lightning, and his • Mt 28:3

praying, the a of his face was altered, • Lk 9:29

boast about outward a and not about • 2 Cor 5:12

These have indeed an a of wisdom in • Col 2:23

APPEARANCES

for you are not swayed by a. • Mt 22:16

Do not judge by a, but judge with • Jn 7:24

APPEARED

Then the Lord a to Abram • Gn 12:7

Lord a to him by the oaks • Gn 18:1

glory of the Lord a in the cloud. • Ex 16:10

And the Lord a again at Shiloh, • 1 Sm 3:21

went into the holy city and a to many. • Mt 27:53

the week, he a first to Mary Magdalene, • Mk 16:9

there a to him an angel of the Lord • Lk 1:11

And there a to him an angel from • Lk 22:43

divided tongues as of fire a to them • Acts 2:3

to one untimely born, he a also to me. • 1 Cor 15:8

loving kindness of God our Savior a, • Ti 3:4

he has a once for all at the end of the • Heb 9:26

APPEARING

reproach until the a of our Lord • 1 Tm 6:14

also to all who have loved his a. • 2 Tm 4:8

blessed hope, the a of the glory of our • Ti 2:13

APPEARS

each one a before God in Zion. • Ps 84:7

and who can stand when he a? • Mal 3:2

“When the Christ a, will he do more • Jn 7:31

so that when he a we may • 1 Jn 2:28

but we know that when he a we shall • 1 Jn 3:2

APPETITE

righteous has enough to satisfy his a, • Prv 13:25

A worker’s a works for him; his • Prv 16:26

to your throat if you are given to a. • Prv 23:2

for his mouth, yet his a is not satisfied. • Eccl 6:7

APPETITES

our Lord Christ, but their own a, • Rom 16:18

APPLE

he kept him as the a of his eye. • Dt 32:10

Keep me as the a of your eye; • Ps 17:8

my teaching as the a of your eye; • Prv 7:2

you touches the a of his eye: • Zec 2:8

APPOINT

Now a for us a king to judge us like all • 1 Sm 8:5

a steadfast love and faithfulness to • Ps 61:7

to a you as a servant and witness to • Acts 26:16

APPOINTED

I a you a prophet to the nations.” • Jer 1:5

for it refers to the a time of the end. • Dn 8:19

For you also, O Judah, a harvest is a, • Hos 6:11

Lord a a great fish to swallow • Jon 1:17

And he a twelve (whom he also named • Mk 3:14

this child is a for the fall and rising of • Lk 2:34

this the Lord a seventy-two others and • Lk 10:1

but I chose you and a you that you • Jn 15:16

as many as were a to eternal life • Acts 13:48

the authorities resists what God has a, • Rom 13:2

but he has been a by the churches to • 2 Cor 8:19

for which I was a a preacher and • 2 Tm 1:11

And just as it is a for man to die once, • Heb 9:27

APPROVAL

not only do them but give a to those • Rom 1:32

what is good, and you will receive his a, • Rom 13:3

For am I now seeking the a of man, • Gal 1:10

APPROVED

is acceptable to God and a by men. • Rom 14:18

who commends himself who is a, • 2 Cor 10:18

just as we have been a by God to be • 1 Thes 2:4

to present yourself to God as one a, • 2 Tm 2:15

APT

To make an a answer is a joy to a man, • Prv 15:23

AQUILA

Syria, and with him Priscilla and A. • Acts 18:18

A and Prisca, together with the church • 1 Cor 16:19

ARABIA

but I went away into A, and returned • Gal 1:17

ARAMAIC

The letter was written in A and • Ezr 4:7

the Chaldeans said to the king in A, • Dn 2:4

near the city, and it was written in A, • Jn 19:20

ARARAT

ark came to rest on the mountains of A. • Gn 8:4

and escaped into the land of A. • 2 Kgs 19:37

ARAUNAH

the threshing floor of A the Jebusite. • 2 Sm 24:16

ARCHANGEL

of command, with the voice of an a, • 1 Thes 4:16

But when the a Michael, contending • Jude 9

AREOPAGUS

Paul, standing in the midst of the A, • Acts 17:22

ARGUE

A your case with your neighbor • Prv 25:9

came and began to a with him, • Mk 8:11

ARGUMENT

Hear now my a and listen to the • Jb 13:6

If a wise man has an a with a fool, the • Prv 29:9

An a arose among them as to which of • Lk 9:46

ARGUMENTATIVE

they are to be well-pleasing, not a, • Ti 2:9

ARGUMENTS

We destroy a and every lofty opinion • 2 Cor 10:5

no one may delude you with plausible a. • Col 2:4

ARIMATHEA

Joseph, from the Jewish town of A. • Lk 23:50

Joseph of A, who was a disciple of • Jn 19:38

ARISE

A, walk through the length and the • Gn 13:17

“A, my love, my beautiful one, • Sg 2:10

A, shine, for your light has come, • Is 60:1

false prophets will a and lead many • Mt 24:11

means, “Little girl, I say to you, a.” • Mk 5:41

he said, “Young man, I say to you, a.” • Lk 7:14

he called, saying, “Child, a.” • Lk 8:54

I will a and go to my father, and I will • Lk 15:18

“Tabitha, a.” And she opened her eyes, • Acts 9:40

a from the dead, and Christ will shine • Eph 5:14

ARK

went into the a to escape the waters • Gn 7:7

“They shall make an a of acacia wood. • Ex 25:10

Bezalel made the a of acacia wood. • Ex 37:1

before the mercy seat that is on the a, • Lv 16:2

“As soon as you see the a of the • Jos 3:3

And the a of God was captured, • 1 Sm 4:11

“The a of the covenant of the Lord.” • Jer 3:16

Noah, while the a was being prepared, • 1 Pt 3:20

the a of his covenant was seen within • Rv 11:19

ARM

by a mighty hand and an outstretched a, • Dt 4:34

You with your a redeemed your people, • Ps 77:15

to whom has the a of the Lord • Is 53:1

He has shown strength with his a; he • Lk 1:51

and to whom has the a of the Lord been • Jn 12:38

a yourselves with the same way • 1 Pt 4:1

ARMAGEDDON

at the place that in Hebrew is called A. • Rv 16:16

ARMOR

Then Saul clothed David with his a. • 1 Sm 17:38

and put on the a of light. • Rom 13:12

Put on the whole a of God, • Eph 6:11

ARMS

and underneath are the everlasting a. • Dt 33:27

snapped the ropes off his a like a thread. • Jgs 16:12

he will gather the lambs in his a; • Is 40:11

of fine gold, its chest and a of silver, • Dn 2:32

midst of them, and taking him in his a, • Mk 9:36

took them in his a and blessed them, • Mk 10:16

him up in his a and blessed God and • Lk 2:28

over him, and taking him in his a, • Acts 20:10

ARMY

was a great a, like an a of God. • 1 Chr 12:22

Though an a encamp against me, my • Ps 27:3

The king is not saved by his great a; • Ps 33:16

Hezekiah at Jerusalem, with a great a. • Is 36:2

on their feet, an exceedingly great a. • Ezk 37:10

Lord utters his voice before his a, • Jl 2:11

sitting on the horse and against his a. • Rv 19:19

AROMA

Lord smelled the pleasing a, • Gn 8:21

For we are the a of Christ to God • 2 Cor 2:15

ARRAYED

it on his head and a him in a purple robe. • Jn 19:2

the armies of heaven, a in fine linen, • Rv 19:14

ARREST

together in order to a Jesus by stealth • Mt 26:4

the Jews, he proceeded to a Peter also. • Acts 12:3

ARRESTED

when he heard that John had been a, • Mt 4:12

officers of the Jews a Jesus and bound • Jn 18:12

And they a them and put them in • Acts 4:3

they a the apostles and put them in • Acts 5:18

came up and a him and ordered • Acts 21:33

ARROGANCE

Pride and a and the way of evil • Prv 8:13

who say in pride and in a of heart: • Is 9:9

how proud he is!of his a, his pride, • Is 16:6

As it is, you boast in your a. • Jas 4:16

ARROGANT

Everyone who is a in heart is • Prv 16:5

the speech of the a heart of the king • Is 10:12

do not be a toward the branches. • Rom 11:18

love does not envy or boast; it is not a • 1 Cor 13:4

reproach. He must not be a or • Ti 1:7

ARROW

“The Lord’s a of victory, • 2 Kgs 13:17

The a cannot make him flee; for him • Jb 41:28

night, nor the a that flies by day, • Ps 91:5

he hid me; he made me a polished a; • Is 49:2

Their tongue is a deadly a; it speaks • Jer 9:8

bow and set me as a target for his a. • Lam 3:12

ARROWS

I will shoot three a to the side • 1 Sm 20:20

“Take a bow and a.” So he took a • 2 Kgs 13:15

For the a of the Almighty are in me; • Jb 6:4

For your a have sunk into me, • Ps 38:2

who aim bitter words like a, • Ps 64:3

against you the deadly a of famine, • Ezk 5:16

from your bow, calling for many a. • Hab 3:9

ARTAXERXES

associates wrote to A king of Persia. • Ezr 4:7

Nisan, in the twentieth year of King A, • Neh 2:1

to the thirty-second year of A the king, • Neh 5:14

ARTEMIS

“Great is A of the Ephesians!” • Acts 19:28

ASA

A did what was right in the eyes • 1 Kgs 15:11

A cried to the Lord his God, • 2 Chr 14:11

ASAHEL

And A pursued Abner, and as he • 2 Sm 2:19

A the brother of Joab was one of the • 2 Sm 23:24

A the brother of Joab was fourth, • 1 Chr 27:7

ASCEND

‘Who will a to heaven for us and bring • Dt 30:12

Who shall a the hill of the Lord? • Ps 24:3

If I a to heaven, you are there! • Ps 139:8

said in your heart, ‘I will a to heaven; • Is 14:13

For David did not a into the heavens, • Acts 2:34

‘Who will a into heaven?’” (that is, • Rom 10:6

ASCENDED

You a on high, leading a host • Ps 68:18

Who has a to heaven and come down? • Prv 30:4

No one has a into heaven except he • Jn 3:13

for I have not yet a to the Father; • Jn 20:17

“When he a on high he led a host of • Eph 4:8

ASCENDING

the angels of God a and descending on • Jn 1:51

were to see the Son of Man a to where • Jn 6:62

I saw another angel a from the rising • Rv 7:2

ASCETICISM

insisting on a and worship of angels, • Col 2:18

self-made religion and a and severity • Col 2:23

ASCRIBE

Lord; a greatness to our God! • Dt 32:3

A to the Lord the glory due • Ps 29:2

A power to God, whose majesty is over • Ps 68:34

A to the Lord the glory • Ps 96:8

ASHAMED

were both naked and were not a. • Gn 2:25

All my enemies shall be a and • Ps 6:10

radiant, and their faces shall never be a. • Ps 34:5

that they may be a of their iniquities; • Ezk 43:10

For whoever is a of me and of my • Mk 8:38

For I am not a of the gospel, for it is • Rom 1:16

things of which you are now a? • Rom 6:21

to do with him, that he may be a. • 2 Thes 3:14

Therefore do not be a of the testimony • 2 Tm 1:8

a worker who has no need to be a, • 2 Tm 2:15

is why he is not a to call them brothers, • Heb 2:11

God is not a to be called their God, • Heb 11:16

let him not be a, but let him glorify • 1 Pt 4:16

ASHER

So she called his name A. • Gn 30:13

of A he said, “Most blessed of sons • Dt 33:24

12,000 from the tribe of A, • Rv 7:6

ASHERAH

of Baal and the 400 prophets of A, • 1 Kgs 18:19

had made a detestable image for A. • 2 Chr 15:16

root out your A images from among • Mi 5:14

ASHES

I who am but dust and a. • Gn 18:27

his clothes and put on sackcloth and a, • Est 4:1

to scrape himself while he sat in the a. • Jb 2:8

despise myself, and repent in dust and a.” • Jb 42:6

For I eat a like bread and mingle tears • Ps 102:9

He feeds on a; a deluded heart has led • Is 44:20

people, put on sackcloth, and roll in a; • Jer 6:26

himself with sackcloth, and sat in a. • Jon 3:6

sprinkling of defiled persons with the a • Heb 9:13

ASIA

the Holy Spirit to speak the word in A. • Acts 16:6

of the affliction we experienced in A. • 2 Cor 1:8

to the seven churches that are in A: • Rv 1:4

ASIDE

But you have turned a from the way. • Mal 2:8

He laid a his outer garments, and taking • Jn 13:4

All have turned a; together they have • Rom 3:12

each of you is to put something a and • 1 Cor 16:2

ASK

“Why is it that you a my name?” And • Gn 32:29

“When your children a their fathers in • Jos 4:21

“A a sign of the Lord your God; • Is 7:11

They shall a the way to Zion, with faces • Jer 50:5

A rain from the Lord in the • Zec 10:1

“A, and it will be given to you; seek, • Mt 7:7

And whatever you a in prayer, you will • Mt 21:22

the girl, “A me for whatever you wish, • Mk 6:22

the Holy Spirit to those who a him!” • Lk 11:13

I know that whatever you a from God, • Jn 11:22

If you a me anything in my name, I • Jn 14:14

a whatever you wish, and it will be done • Jn 15:7

A, and you will receive, that your joy • Jn 16:24

let them a their husbands at home. • 1 Cor 14:35

abundantly than all that we a or think, • Eph 3:20

You do not have, because you do not a. • Jas 4:2

that he hears us in whatever we a, • 1 Jn 5:15

ASKS

For everyone who a receives, • Mt 7:8

among you, if his son a for a fish, • Lk 11:11

If anyone a you, ‘Why are you untying • Lk 19:31

ASLEEP

And he fell a and dreamed a second • Gn 41:5

he is a and must be awakened.” • 1 Kgs 18:27

ship and had lain down and was fast a. • Jon 1:5

swamped by the waves; but he was a. • Mt 8:24

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen a, • Jn 11:11

still alive, though some have fallen a. • 1 Cor 15:6

we are awake or a we might live • 1 Thes 5:10

For ever since the fathers fell a, all • 2 Pt 3:4

ASSEMBLY

And all the a said “Amen” and praised • Neh 5:13

consecrate a fast; call a solemn a; • Jl 2:15

and to the a of the firstborn who are • Heb 12:23

and fine clothing comes into your a, • Jas 2:2

ASSIGNED

as my Father a to me, a kingdom, • Lk 22:29

to the area of influence God a to us, • 2 Cor 10:13

ASSURANCE

all the riches of full a of understanding • Col 2:2

to have the full a of hope until the end, • Heb 6:11

with a true heart in full a of faith, • Heb 10:22

Now faith is the a of things hoped for, • Heb 11:1

ASSYRIA

is opposite Egypt in the direction of A. • Gn 25:18

the king of A captured Samaria, • 2 Kgs 17:6

shall be carried to A as tribute to the • Hos 10:6

A shall not save us; we will not ride on • Hos 14:3

ASTONISHED

many were a at youhis appearance • Is 52:14

the crowds were a at his teaching, • Mt 7:28

when his parents saw him, they were a. • Lk 2:48

who were with him were a at the catch • Lk 5:9

all were a at the majesty of God. But • Lk 9:43

uneducated, common men, they were a. • Acts 4:13

I am a that you are so quickly deserting • Gal 1:6

ASTRAY

make me understand how I have gone a. • Jb 6:24

are a people who go a in their heart, • Ps 95:10

statutes, but their lies have led them a, • Am 2:4

go in search of the one that went a? • Mt 18:12

to lead a, if possible, the elect. • Mk 13:22

“See that you are not led a. • Lk 21:8

sins and led a by various passions, • 2 Tm 3:6

‘They always go a in their heart; • Heb 3:10

the right way, they have gone a. • 2 Pt 2:15

ATE

one wise, she took of its fruit and a, • Gn 3:6

Your words were found, and I a them, • Jer 15:16

I a it, and it was in my mouth as sweet • Ezk 3:3

I a no delicacies, no meat or wine • Dn 10:3

And they all a and were satisfied. • Mt 14:20

not like the bread the fathers a, and died. • Jn 6:58

and all a the same spiritual food, • 1 Cor 10:3

from the hand of the angel and a it. • Rv 10:10

ATHALIAH

His mother’s name was A; she • 2 Kgs 8:26

Thus they hid him from A, so • 2 Kgs 11:2

ATHENS

“Men of A, I perceive that in every • Acts 17:22

willing to be left behind at A alone, • 1 Thes 3:1

ATHLETE

Every a exercises self-control • 1 Cor 9:25

a is not crowned unless he competes • 2 Tm 2:5

ATONE

you a for our transgressions. • Ps 65:3

a for our sins, for your name’s sake! • Ps 79:9

put an end to sin, and to a for iniquity, • Dn 9:24

ATONED

love and faithfulness iniquity is a • Prv 16:6

guilt is taken away, and your sin a for.” • Is 6:7

ATONEMENT

shall offer a bull as a sin offering for a. • Ex 29:36

Aaron shall make a on its horns once a • Ex 30:10

of this seventh month is the Day of A. • Lv 23:27

for his God and made a for the people • Nm 25:13

And how shall I make a, that you • 2 Sm 21:3

the sin offerings to make a for Israel, • Neh 10:33

days shall they make a for the altar • Ezk 43:26

ATTAIN

for me; it is high; I cannot a it. • Ps 139:6

are considered worthy to a to that age • Lk 20:35

until we all a to the unity of the faith • Eph 4:13

possible I may a the resurrection from • Phil 3:11

ATTAINED

did not pursue righteousness have a it, • Rom 9:30

Only let us hold true to what we have a. • Phil 3:16

ATTENTION

Give a to the sound of my cry, my • Ps 5:2

your flocks, and give a to your herds, • Prv 27:23

But they paid no a and went off, • Mt 22:5

said to them, “Pay a to what you hear: • Mk 4:24

must pay much closer a to what we • Heb 2:1

if you pay a to the one who wears the • Jas 2:3

will do well to pay a as to a lamp • 2 Pt 1:19

ATTENTIVE

of all the people were a to the Book • Neh 8:3

Let your ears be a to the voice of my • Ps 130:2

making your ear a to wisdom and • Prv 2:2

AUGUSTUS

a decree went out from Caesar A • Lk 2:1

AUTHOR

and you killed the A of life, whom • Acts 3:15

AUTHORITIES

many even of the a believed in him, • Jn 12:42

taxes, for the a are ministers of God, • Rom 13:6

be made known to the rulers and a • Eph 3:10

but against the rulers, against the a, • Eph 6:12

be submissive to rulers and a, • Ti 3:1

right hand of God, with angels, a, • 1 Pt 3:22

AUTHORITY

store up grain under the a of Pharaoh • Gn 41:35

and will commit your a to his hand. • Is 22:21

teaching them as one who had a, • Mt 7:29

Son of Man has a on earth to forgive • Mt 9:6

and gave them a over unclean spirits, • Mt 10:1

“All a in heaven and on earth has been • Mt 28:18

I will give all this a and their glory, • Lk 4:6

For I too am a man set under a, with • Lk 7:8

“Tell us by what a you do these things, • Lk 20:2

has given him a to execute judgment, • Jn 5:27

that the Father has fixed by his own a. • Acts 1:7

For there is no a except from God, • Rom 13:1

wife does not have a over her own • 1 Cor 7:4

to have a symbol of a on her head, • 1 Cor 11:10

after destroying every rule and every a • 1 Cor 15:24

far above all rule and a and power • Eph 1:21

lust of defiling passion and despise a. • 2 Pt 2:10

first, does not acknowledge our a. • 3 Jn 9

be glory, majesty, dominion, and a, • Jude 25

to him I will give a over the nations, • Rv 2:26

And I will grant a to my two witnesses, • Rv 11:3

his power and his throne and great a. • Rv 13:2

AVENGE

may the Lord a me against you, • 1 Sm 24:12

from my enemies and a myself on my • Is 1:24

I will a their blood, blood I have not • Jl 3:21

never a yourselves, but leave it to • Rom 12:19

you will judge and a our blood on • Rv 6:10

AVENGED

a on her the blood of his servants.” • Rv 19:2

AVENGER

shall be for you a refuge from the a, • Nm 35:12

to them, but an a of their wrongdoings. • Ps 99:8

an a who carries out God’s wrath on • Rom 13:4

because the Lord is an a in all these • 1 Thes 4:6

AVOID

not only to a God’s wrath but also for • Rom 13:5

A the irreverent babble • 1 Tm 6:20

denying its power. A such people. • 2 Tm 3:5

AWAKE

when I a, I shall be satisfied with • Ps 17:15

My eyes are a before the watches of • Ps 119:148

I a, and I am still with you. • Ps 139:18

I slept, but my heart was a. A sound! • Sg 5:2

A, a, put on strength, O arm • Is 51:9

sleep in the dust of the earth shall a, • Dn 12:2

stay a, for you do not know • Mt 24:42

But stay a at all times, praying that you • Lk 21:36

“A, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, • Eph 5:14

but let us keep a and be sober. • 1 Thes 5:6

that whether we are a or asleep we • 1 Thes 5:10

Blessed is the one who stays a, • Rv 16:15

AWE

the ends of the earth are in a at your • Ps 65:8

of Jacob and will stand in a of the God • Is 29:23

He stood in a of my name. • Mal 2:5

they were filled with a and said, • Mt 27:54

glorified God and were filled with a, • Lk 5:26

And a came upon every soul, • Acts 2:43

AWESOME

“How a is this place! This is none other • Gn 28:17

for it is an a thing that I will do with • Ex 34:10

God is in your midst, a great and a • Dt 7:21

appearance of the angel of God, very a. • Jgs 13:6

God is clothed with a majesty. • Jb 37:22

“How a are your deeds! So great is • Ps 66:3

When you did a things that we • Is 64:3

“O Lord, the great and a God, • Dn 9:4

of the Lord is great and very a; • Jl 2:11

great and a day of the Lord • Mal 4:5

AXE

his a head fell into the water, • 2 Kgs 6:5

Shall the a boast over him who hews • Is 10:15

Even now the a is laid to the root • Mt 3:10

AZARIAH

king of Israel, A the son of Amaziah, • 2 Kgs 15:1

the prophecy of A the son of Oded, • 2 Chr 15:8

	


B (TOP)

BAAL

So Israel yoked himself to B of Peor. • Nm 25:3

Thus Jehu wiped out B from Israel. • 2 Kgs 10:28

Lord all the vessels made for B, • 2 Kgs 23:4

no longer will you call me ‘My B.’ • Hos 2:16

who have not bowed the knee to B.” • Rom 11:4

BAASHA

between Asa and B king of Israel • 1 Kgs 15:16

B king of Israel went up against • 2 Chr 16:1

BABEL

The beginning of his kingdom was B, • Gn 10:10

Therefore its name was called B, • Gn 11:9

BABY

the child, and behold, the b was crying. • Ex 2:6

of Mary, the b leaped in her womb. • Lk 1:41

you will find a b wrapped in swaddling • Lk 2:12

BABYLON

of Assyria brought people from B, • 2 Kgs 17:24

Nebuchadnezzar the king of B • Ezr 2:1

By the waters of B, there we sat down • Ps 137:1

fallen is B; and all the carved • Is 21:9

To B you shall go, and there • Jer 20:6

carried into exile to B the rest of the • Jer 39:9

Do not fear the king of B, • Jer 42:11

“Is not this great B, which I • Dn 4:30

“Fallen, fallen is B the great, she who • Rv 14:8

BACK

But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked b, • Gn 19:26

away my hand, and you shall see my b, • Ex 33:23

he brought the shadow b ten steps, • 2 Kgs 20:11

cast your law behind their b and killed • Neh 9:26

I gave my b to those who strike, • Is 50:6

forgotten me and cast me behind your b, • Ezk 23:35

to the plow and looks b is fit for the • Lk 9:62

he saw that he was healed, turned b, • Lk 17:15

“I am he,” they drew b and fell to • Jn 18:6

the disciples went b to their homes. • Jn 20:10

that whoever brings b a sinner from • Jas 5:20

a scroll written within and on the b, • Rv 5:1

BACKSLIDING

but he went on b in the way of his • Is 57:17

people turned away in perpetual b? • Jer 8:5

BAD

“B, b,” says the buyer, but • Prv 20:14

but if your eye is b, your whole body • Mt 6:23

“For no good tree bears b fruit, nor • Lk 6:43

impostors will go on from b to worse, • 2 Tm 3:13

BAG

transgression would be sealed up in a b, • Jb 14:17

does so to put them into a b with holes. • Hg 1:6

BAKED

them a feast and b unleavened bread, • Gn 19:3

And they b unleavened cakes of the • Ex 12:39

it was like the taste of cakes b with oil. • Nm 11:8

BAKER

the chief cupbearer and the chief b, • Gn 40:2

BALAAM

And B said to the donkey, “Because • Nm 22:29

They have followed the way of B, the • 2 Pt 2:15

some there who hold the teaching of B, • Rv 2:14

BALAK

to God, “B the son of Zippor, king of • Nm 22:10

BALANCE

(Let me be weighed in a just b, • Jb 31:6

false b is an abomination to the • Prv 11:1

BALANCES

You shall have just b, just weights, • Lv 19:36

weighed in the b and found wanting; • Dn 5:27

BALD

They shall not make b patches on • Lv 21:5

they make themselves b for you and • Ezk 27:31

make yourselves as b as the eagle, • Mi 1:16

BALM

a little b and a little honey, • Gn 43:11

Is there no b in Gilead? Is there no • Jer 8:22

BANISH

I will b from them the voice of mirth • Jer 25:10

he will b ungodliness from Jacob”; • Rom 11:26

BANNER

name of it, The Lord Is My B, • Ex 17:15

You have set up a b for those who fear • Ps 60:4

and his b over me was love. • Sg 2:4

BANQUET

his birthday gave a b for his nobles • Mk 6:21

“When you give a dinner or a b, • Lk 14:12

BAPTISM

The b of John, from where did it come? • Mt 21:25

proclaiming a b of repentance for • Mk 1:4

and with the b with which I am • Mk 10:39

been baptized with the b of John, • Lk 7:29

I have a b to be baptized with, • Lk 12:50

he knew only the b of John. • Acts 18:25

therefore with him by b into death, • Rom 6:4

one Lord, one faith, one b, • Eph 4:5

having been buried with him in b, • Col 2:12

B, which corresponds to this, • 1 Pt 3:21

BAPTIST

“John the B has been raised from the • Mk 6:14

“The head of John the B.” • Mk 6:24

For John the B has come eating no • Lk 7:33

BAPTIZE

He will b you with the Holy Spirit • Mt 3:11

John answered them, “I b with water, • Jn 1:26

he who sent me to b with water said • Jn 1:33

(although Jesus himself did not b, • Jn 4:2

did not send me to b but to preach • 1 Cor 1:17

BAPTIZED

to the Jordan to John, to be b by him. • Mt 3:13

Now when all the people were b, • Lk 3:21

been b with the baptism of John, • Lk 7:29

and people were coming and being b • Jn 3:23

for John b with water, but you will be • Acts 1:5

“Repent and be b every one of you in • Acts 2:38

into Christ Jesus were b into his death? • Rom 6:3

Or were you b in the name of Paul? • 1 Cor 1:13

and all were b into Moses in the • 1 Cor 10:2

we were all b into one body • 1 Cor 12:13

people mean by being b on behalf of • 1 Cor 15:29

of you as were b into Christ have put • Gal 3:27

BAPTIZING

b them in the name of the Father and • Mt 28:19

for this purpose I came b with water, • Jn 1:31

Jesus was making and b more disciples • Jn 4:1

withhold water for b these people, • Acts 10:47

BARABBAS

notorious prisoner called B. • Mt 27:16

BARAK

She sent and summoned B • Jgs 4:6

tell of Gideon, B, Samson, Jephthah, • Heb 11:32

BARE

world were laid b at your rebuke, • Ps 18:15

Lord will lay b their secret • Is 3:17

so that its foundation will be laid b. • Ezk 13:14

the body that is to be, but a b kernel, • 1 Cor 15:37

BARN

but gather the wheat into my b.’” • Mt 13:30

they have neither storehouse nor b, • Lk 12:24

BARNABAS

called by the apostles B (which means • Acts 4:36

“Set apart for me B and Saul for the • Acts 13:2

B took Mark with him and sailed • Acts 15:39

Or is it only B and I who have no • 1 Cor 9:6

so that even B was led astray by their • Gal 2:13

the cousin of B (concerning whom • Col 4:10

BARNS

the blessing on you in your b and in all • Dt 28:8

then your b will be filled with plenty, • Prv 3:10

will tear down my b and build larger • Lk 12:18

BARREN

Sarai was b; she had no child. • Gn 11:30

None shall miscarry or be b in your • Ex 23:26

The b has borne seven, but she who • 1 Sm 2:5

He gives the b woman a home, • Ps 113:9

“Sing, O b one, who did not bear; • Is 54:1

had no child, because Elizabeth was b, • Lk 1:7

‘Blessed are the b and the wombs • Lk 23:29

“Rejoice, O b one who does not bear; • Gal 4:27

BARTHOLOMEW

Philip and B; Thomas and Matthew • Mt 10:3

Philip and Thomas, B and Matthew, • Acts 1:13

BARTIMAEUS

B, a blind beggar, the son of • Mk 10:46

BARUCH

After him B the son of Zabbai repaired • Neh 3:20

And B the son of Neriah did all that • Jer 36:8

Jeremiah the prophet and B the son of • Jer 43:6

BARZILLAI

B the Gileadite from Rogelim, • 2 Sm 17:27

B was a very aged man, eighty • 2 Sm 19:32

BASHAN

Og the king of B came out against • Nm 21:33

“Hear this word, you cows of B, who • Am 4:1

let them graze in B and Gilead as in the • Mi 7:14

BASIN

“You shall also make a b of bronze, • Ex 30:18

four corners were supports for a b. • 1 Kgs 7:30

and removed the b from them, • 2 Kgs 16:17

BASKET

she took for him a b made of bulrushes • Ex 2:3

One b had very good figs, like first-ripe • Jer 24:2

“A b of summer fruit.” • Am 8:2

in the wall, lowering him in a b. • Acts 9:25

BASKETS

there were three cake b on my head, • Gn 40:16

they took up twelve b full of the broken • Mt 14:20

the broken pieces left over, seven b full. • Mk 8:8

filled twelve b with fragments from • Jn 6:13

BATHSHEBA

David comforted his wife, B, • 2 Sm 12:24

“Call B to me.” So she came into the • 1 Kgs 1:28

BATTLE

For the b is the Lord’s, • 1 Sm 17:47

Philistines for the b against Saul. • 1 Chr 12:19

for the b is not yours but God’s. • 2 Chr 20:15

equipped me with strength for the b; • Ps 18:39

the Lord, mighty in b! • Ps 24:8

not to the swift, nor the b to the strong, • Eccl 9:11

all the nations against Jerusalem to b, • Zec 14:2

sound, who will get ready for b? • 1 Cor 14:8

assemble them for b on the great day • Rv 16:14

BEAR

made the B and Orion, the Pleiades • Jb 9:9

On their hands they will b you up, • Ps 91:12

They still b fruit in old age; they • Ps 92:14

but a crushed spirit who can b? • Prv 18:14

and he shall b their iniquities. • Is 53:11

like a b. It was raised up on one side. • Dn 7:5

upon them like a b robbed of her cubs; • Hos 13:8

She will b a son, and you shall call his • Mt 1:21

B fruit in keeping with repentance. • Mt 3:8

to b witness about the light, • Jn 1:7

in order that we may b fruit for God. • Rom 7:4

b the image of the man of heaven. • 1 Cor 15:49

B one another’s burdens, and so fulfill • Gal 6:2

for I b on my body the marks of Jesus. • Gal 6:17

offered once to b the sins of many, • Heb 9:28

BEARS

but the root of the righteous b fruit. • Prv 12:12

every healthy tree b good fruit, but • Mt 7:17

he it is that b much fruit, for apart • Jn 15:5

Love b all things, believes all things, • 1 Cor 13:7

the Holy Spirit also b witness to us; • Heb 10:15

BEAST

For every b of the forest is mine, • Ps 50:10

has regard for the life of his b, • Prv 12:10

his mind was made like that of a b, • Dn 5:21

the b had four heads, and dominion • Dn 7:6

and they worshiped the b, • Rv 13:4

had not worshiped the b or its image • Rv 20:4

BEASTS

And God made the b of the earth • Gn 1:25

I will remove harmful b from the land, • Lv 26:6

He gives to the b their food, and to the • Ps 147:9

I fought with b at Ephesus? • 1 Cor 15:32

BEAT

up his eyes to heaven, but b his breast, • Lk 18:13

were mocking him as they b him. • Lk 22:63

they b them and charged them not to • Acts 5:40

BEATING

and he saw an Egyptian b a Hebrew, • Ex 2:11

and the soldiers, they stopped b Paul. • Acts 21:32

I do not box as one b the air. • 1 Cor 9:26

BEATINGS

b, imprisonments, riots, labors, • 2 Cor 6:5

imprisonments, with countless b, • 2 Cor 11:23

BEAUTIFUL

that you are a woman b in appearance, • Gn 12:11

He has made everything b in its time. • Eccl 3:11

You are altogether b, my love; • Sg 4:7

branch of the Lord shall be b • Is 4:2

How b upon the mountains are the feet • Is 52:7

For she has done a b thing to me. • Mt 26:10

that is called the B Gate to ask alms • Acts 3:2

“How b are the feet of those who • Rom 10:15

BEAUTY

You shall make them for glory and b. • Ex 28:40

to gaze upon the b of the Lord • Ps 27:4

Out of Zion, the perfection of b, • Ps 50:2

strength and b are in his sanctuary. • Ps 96:6

Charm is deceitful, and b is vain, • Prv 31:30

no b that we should desire him. • Is 53:2

with the imperishable b of a gentle • 1 Pt 3:4

BED

every night I flood my b with tears; • Ps 6:6

when I remember you upon my b, • Ps 63:6

its hinges, so does a sluggard on his b. • Prv 26:14

brought to him a paralytic, lying on a b. • Mt 9:2

“Get up, take up your b, and walk.” • Jn 5:8

and let the marriage b be undefiled, • Heb 13:4

BEDS

let them sing for joy on their b. • Ps 149:5

they rest in their b who walk in their • Is 57:2

sick people on their b to wherever • Mk 6:55

BEERSHEBA

So they made a covenant at B. • Gn 21:32

with all that he had and came to B, • Gn 46:1

Israel and over Judah, from Dan to B.” • 2 Sm 3:10

BEES

b in the body of the lion, and honey. • Jgs 14:8

BEFOREHAND

beginning, that we might know, and b, • Is 41:26

See, I have told you b. • Mt 24:25

do not be anxious b what you are to • Mk 13:11

which he promised b through his • Rom 1:2

which he has prepared b for glory • Rom 9:23

for good works, which God prepared b, • Eph 2:10

BEG

“Teacher, I b you to look at my son, • Lk 9:38

enough to dig, and I am ashamed to b. • Lk 16:3

the man who used to sit and b?” • Jn 9:8

So I b you to reaffirm your love for • 2 Cor 2:8

BEGGAR

a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind b, • Mk 10:46

seen him before as a b were saying, • Jn 9:8

BEGINNING

In the b, God created the heavens and • Gn 1:1

latter days of Job more than his b. • Jb 42:12

The fear of the Lord is the b • Prv 1:7

Better is the end of a thing than its b, • Eccl 7:8

In the b was the Word, and the Word • Jn 1:1

He was in the b with God. • Jn 1:2

Jesus knew from the b who those were • Jn 6:64

He is the b, the firstborn from the dead, • Col 1:18

having neither b of days nor end of life, • Heb 7:3

That which was from the b, which we • 1 Jn 1:1

first and the last, the b and the end.” • Rv 22:13

BEGOTTEN

“You are my Son; today I have b you. • Ps 2:7

are my Son, today I have b you.’ • Acts 13:33

“You are my Son, today I have b you”? • Heb 1:5

BEGS

Give to the one who b from you, • Mt 5:42

BEHALF

and plead with him on b of her people. • Est 4:8

that I will ask the Father on your b; • Jn 16:26

has gone as a forerunner on our b, • Heb 6:20

BEHAVE

how one ought to b in the household • 1 Tm 3:15

BEHAVED

but the man was harsh and badly b; • 1 Sm 25:3

we b in the world with simplicity and • 2 Cor 1:12

BEHAVIOR

So he changed his b before them • 1 Sm 21:13

women likewise are to be reverent in b, • Ti 2:3

BEHEADED

He sent and had John b in the prison, • Mt 14:10

Herod said, “John I b, but who is this • Lk 9:9

those who had been b for the testimony • Rv 20:4

BEHEMOTH

B, which I made as I made you; • Jb 40:15

BEHIND

turned and said to Peter, “Get b me, • Mt 16:23

the boy Jesus stayed b in Jerusalem. • Lk 2:43

on him the cross, to carry it b Jesus. • Lk 23:26

forgetting what lies b and straining • Phil 3:13

and I heard b me a loud voice like a • Rv 1:10

BEHOLD

“B, I am the servant of the Lord; • Lk 1:38

“B, the Lamb of God, who takes away • Jn 1:29

Pilate said to them, “B the man!” • Jn 19:5

to his mother, “Woman, b, your son!” • Jn 19:26

“B, the dwelling place of God is with • Rv 21:3

“B, I am making all things new.” • Rv 21:5

“B, I am coming soon, bringing my • Rv 22:12

BEING

sing praise to my God while I have b. • Ps 104:33

sing and make melody with all my b! • Ps 108:1

praises to my God while I have my b. • Ps 146:2

My inmost b will exult when your lips • Prv 23:16

cut short, no human b would be saved. • Mt 24:22

joy that a human b has been born into • Jn 16:21

we live and move and have our b’; • Acts 17:28

for every human b who does evil, • Rom 2:9

in the law of God, in my inner b, • Rom 7:22

so that no human b might boast in • 1 Cor 1:29

through his Spirit in your inner b, • Eph 3:16

BEL

B bows down; Nebo stoops; • Is 46:1

And I will punish B in Babylon, • Jer 51:44

BELIEVE

“that they may b that the Lord, • Ex 4:5

how long will they not b in me, • Nm 14:11

B in the Lord your God, • 2 Chr 20:20

I b that I shall look upon the goodness • Ps 27:13

that you may know and b me • Is 43:10

your days that you would not b if told. • Hab 1:5

“Do you b that I am able to do this?” • Mt 9:28

or ‘There he is!’ do not b it. • Mt 24:23

at hand; repent and b in the gospel.” • Mk 1:15

“Do not fear, only b.” • Mk 5:36

“I b; help my unbelief!” • Mk 9:24

But these have no root; they b for a • Lk 8:13

unless you b that I am he you will die • Jn 8:24

you do not b me, b the works, • Jn 10:38

I b that you are the Christ, • Jn 11:27

B in God; b also in me. • Jn 14:1

it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but b.” • Jn 20:27

“B in the Lord Jesus, and you will be • Acts 16:31

will be counted to us who b in him • Rom 4:24

we b that we will also live with him. • Rom 6:8

that Jesus is Lord and b in your heart • Rom 10:9

greatness of his power toward us who b, • Eph 1:19

For since we b that Jesus died and • 1 Thes 4:14

all people, especially of those who b. • 1 Tm 4:10

Though you do not now see him, you b • 1 Pt 1:8

BELIEVED

And he b the Lord, and he • Gn 15:6

and they b in the Lord and • Ex 14:31

Who has b what he has heard from us? • Is 53:1

And the people of Nineveh b God. • Jon 3:5

many b in his name when they saw • Jn 2:23

For not even his brothers b in him. • Jn 7:5

who have not seen and yet have b.” • Jn 20:29

And all who b were together and had • Acts 2:44

receive the Holy Spirit when you b?” • Acts 19:2

nearer to us now than when we first b. • Rom 13:11

preached to youunless you b in vain. • 1 Cor 15:2

just as Abraham “b God, and it was • Gal 3:6

I know whom I have b, • 2 Tm 1:12

For we who have b enter that rest, • Heb 4:3

“Abraham b God, and it was • Jas 2:23

BELIEVER

son of a Jewish woman who was a b, • Acts 16:1

what portion does a b share with an • 2 Cor 6:15

BELIEVERS

And more than ever b were added to • Acts 5:14

by their good service are b and beloved. • 1 Tm 6:2

and his children are b and not open to • Ti 1:6

BELIEVES

All things are possible for one who b.” • Mk 9:23

not doubt in his heart, but b that what • Mk 11:23

whoever b in him should not perish • Jn 3:16

Whoever b in me, as the Scripture has • Jn 7:38

who lives and b in me shall never die. • Jn 11:26

b in him receives forgiveness of sins • Acts 10:43

God for salvation to everyone who b, • Rom 1:16

not work but b in him who justifies • Rom 4:5

b in him will not be put to shame.” • Rom 9:33

Everyone who b that Jesus is the Christ • 1 Jn 5:1

BELIEVING

and that by b you may have life in his • Jn 20:31

the right to take along a b wife, • 1 Cor 9:5

Those who have b masters must not • 1 Tm 6:2

BELLY

on your b you shall go, and dust you • Gn 3:14

Jonah was in the b of the fish three • Jon 1:17

three nights in the b of the great fish, • Mt 12:40

end is destruction, their god is their b, • Phil 3:19

BELONG

“The secret things b to the Lord • Dt 29:29

The plans of the heart b to man, but • Prv 16:1

It shall b to those who walk on the way; • Is 35:8

Lord our God b mercy and forgiveness, • Dn 9:9

to drink because you b to Christ will • Mk 9:41

Spirit of Christ does not b to him. • Rom 8:9

at his coming those who b to Christ. • 1 Cor 15:23

And those who b to Christ Jesus • Gal 5:24

things that b to salvation. • Heb 6:9

To him b glory and dominion forever • 1 Pt 4:11

and glory and power b to our God, • Rv 19:1

BELONGS

I heard this: that power b to God, • Ps 62:11

For our shield b to the Lord, • Ps 89:18

but the victory b to the Lord. • Prv 21:31

Salvation b to the Lord!” • Jon 2:9

to such b the kingdom of God. • Mk 10:14

“Salvation b to our God who sits • Rv 7:10

BELOVED

That your b ones may be delivered, • Ps 60:5

My b is mine, and I am his; he • Sg 2:16

Let me sing for my b my love song • Is 5:1

“This is my b Son, with whom • Mt 3:17

who was not b I will call ‘b.’” • Rom 9:25

and all for your upbuilding, b. • 2 Cor 12:19

he has blessed us in the B. • Eph 1:6

the Majestic Glory, “This is my b Son, • 2 Pt 1:17

B, let us love one another, for love is • 1 Jn 4:7

BELSHAZZAR

King B made a great feast for a • Dn 5:1

BELT

Righteousness shall be the b of his • Is 11:5

of camel’s hair and a leather b • Mt 3:4

he took Paul’s b and bound his own • Acts 21:11

having fastened on the b of truth, • Eph 6:14

BENJAMIN

but his father called him B. • Gn 35:18

Of B he said, “The beloved of the • Dt 33:12

of the people of Israel, of the tribe of B, • Phil 3:5

BENT

and I b down to them and fed them. • Hos 11:4

She was b over and could not fully • Lk 13:11

Jesus b down and wrote with his finger • Jn 8:6

But Paul went down and b over him, • Acts 20:10

BEREA

Paul and Silas away by night to B, • Acts 17:10

BEREAVE

Outdoors the sword shall b, and • Dt 32:25

and you b your nation of children,’ • Ezk 36:13

children, I will b them till none is left. • Hos 9:12

BEREFT

repay me evil for good; my soul is b. • Ps 35:12

my soul is b of peace; I have forgotten • Lam 3:17

BESIDES

Lord is God; there is no other b • Dt 4:35

like the Lord: for there is none b • 1 Sm 2:2

and there is no God b you, • 1 Chr 17:20

And there is no other god b me, a • Is 45:21

the ear, no eye has seen a God b you, • Is 64:4

but me, and b me there is no savior. • Hos 13:4

he is one, and there is no other b him. • Mk 12:32

BESIEGED

So the city was b till the eleventh year • Jer 52:5

he has b and enveloped me with • Lam 3:5

of Babylon came to Jerusalem and b it. • Dn 1:1

BEST

his servants, ‘Bring quickly the b robe, • Lk 15:22

the marketplaces and the b seats in the • Lk 20:46

outsiders, making the b use of the time. • Col 4:5

BETHANY

out of the city to B and lodged there. • Mt 21:17

when Jesus was at B in the house of • Mt 26:6

certain man was ill, Lazarus of B, • Jn 11:1

Passover, Jesus therefore came to B, • Jn 12:1

BETHEL

on the east of B and pitched his tent, • Gn 12:8

He called the name of that place B, • Gn 28:19

BETHLEHEM

man of B in Judah went to sojourn • Ru 1:1

Lord commanded and came to B. • 1 Sm 16:4

O B Ephrathah, who are too little • Mi 5:2

“In B of Judea, for so it is • Mt 2:5

city of David, which is called B, • Lk 2:4

offspring of David, and comes from B, • Jn 7:42

BETHSAIDA

B! For if the mighty works done in • Mt 11:21

and withdrew apart to a town called B. • Lk 9:10

BETRAY

many will fall away and b one another • Mt 24:10

I say to you, one of you will b me, • Mk 14:18

b the Son of Man with a kiss?” • Lk 22:48

For he knew who was to b him; • Jn 13:11

who is it that is going to b you?” • Jn 21:20

BETRAYED

Judas Iscariot, who b him. • Mt 10:4

The Son of Man is b into the hands of • Mk 14:41

the night when he was b took bread, • 1 Cor 11:23

BETROTHED

his mother Mary had been b to Joseph, • Mt 1:18

to be registered with Mary, his b, who • Lk 2:5

Now concerning the b, I have no • 1 Cor 7:25

BETTER

Behold, to obey is b than sacrifice, • 1 Sm 15:22

your steadfast love is b than life, • Ps 63:3

in your courts is b than a thousand • Ps 84:10

B is a little with the fear of the • Prv 15:16

B is a dinner of herbs where love is • Prv 15:17

B is a dry morsel with quiet than a • Prv 17:1

B is a neighbor who is near than a • Prv 27:10

good name is b than precious ointment, • Eccl 7:1

For your love is b than wine; • Sg 1:2

for it is b for me to die than to live.” • Jon 4:3

For it is b that you lose one of • Mt 5:29

It is b for you to enter life crippled • Mk 9:43

It would be b for him if a millstone • Lk 17:2

b for you that one man should die for • Jn 11:50

and be with Christ, for that is far b. • Phil 1:23

God had provided something b for us, • Heb 11:40

blood that speaks a b word than the • Heb 12:24

For it is b to suffer for doing good, • 1 Pt 3:17

it would have been b for them never • 2 Pt 2:21

BETWEEN

covenant that I make b me and you • Gn 9:12

a flaming torch passed b these pieces. • Gn 15:17

May the Lord judge b you • Gn 16:5

It is a sign forever b me and the people • Ex 31:17

“The Lord will be witness b us, • Jgs 11:10

He shall judge b many peoples, • Mi 4:3

see the distinction b the righteous and • Mal 3:18

is no distinction b Jew and Greek; • Rom 10:12

there is one mediator b God and men, • 1 Tm 2:5

And b the throne and the four living • Rv 5:6

BEWARE

B lest you say in your heart, ‘My power • Dt 8:17

“B of practicing your righteousness • Mt 6:1

“B of false prophets, who come • Mt 7:15

B of the leaven of the Pharisees • Mt 16:11

“B of the scribes, who like to walk • Mk 12:38

BEYOND

who does great things b searching out, • Jb 9:10

I will send you into exile b Babylon.’ • Acts 7:43

as I can testify, and b their means, • 2 Cor 8:3

advancing in Judaism b many of my • Gal 1:14

BILDAD

B the Shuhite, and Zophar the • Jb 2:11

BILHAH

And B conceived and bore Jacob a son. • Gn 30:5

BIND

forsake you; b them around your neck; • Prv 3:3

B up the testimony; seal the teaching • Is 8:16

and whatever you b on earth • Mt 16:19

‘B him hand and foot and cast him • Mt 22:13

BINDS

For he wounds, but he b up; • Jb 5:18

unless he first b the strong man. • Mk 3:27

which b everything together in perfect • Col 3:14

BIRDS

the b of the heavens, and the • Ps 8:8

Look at the b of the air: they • Mt 6:26

much more value are you than the b! • Lk 12:24

BIRTH

and to a stone, ‘You gave me b.’ • Jer 2:27

the b of Jesus Christ took place in • Mt 1:18

but the beginning of the b pains. • Mt 24:8

gladness, and many will rejoice at his b, • Lk 1:14

passed by, he saw a man blind from b. • Jn 9:1

BIRTHRIGHT

Jacob said, “Sell me your b now.” • Gn 25:31

Thus Esau despised his b. • Gn 25:34

firstborn according to his b and the • Gn 43:33

Esau, who sold his b for a single meal. • Heb 12:16

BITTER

made their lives b with hard service, • Ex 1:14

the water of Marah because it was b; • Ex 15:23

swords, who aim b words like arrows, • Ps 64:3

But if you have b jealousy and selfish • Jas 3:14

BITTERNESS

The heart knows its own b, • Prv 14:10

Let all b and wrath and anger and • Eph 4:31

that no “root of b” springs up and • Heb 12:15

BLACK

and the day shall be b over them; • Mi 3:6

And I looked, and behold, a b horse! • Rv 6:5

the sun became b as sackcloth, • Rv 6:12

BLAMELESS

Almighty; walk before me, and be b, • Gn 17:1

You shall be b before the Lord • Dt 18:13

I shall be b, and innocent of great • Ps 19:13

May my heart be b in your statutes, • Ps 119:80

be holy and b before him. • Eph 1:4

be pure and b for the day of • Phil 1:10

that you may be b and innocent, • Phil 2:15

holy and righteous and b • 1 Thes 2:10

soul and body be kept b at the coming • 1 Thes 5:23

present you b before the presence • Jude 24

mouth no lie was found, for they are b. • Rv 14:5

BLASPHEME

and tried to make them b, • Acts 26:11

the ones who b the honorable name • Jas 2:7

and b the glorious ones. • Jude 8

BLASPHEMED

name of God is b among the Gentiles • Rom 2:24

of them the way of truth will be b. • 2 Pt 2:2

BLASPHEMES

Whoever b the name of the Lord • Lv 24:16

but the one who b against the Holy • Lk 12:10

BLASPHEMING

knew, because his sons were b God, • 1 Sm 3:13

He is b! Who can forgive sins • Mk 2:7

b about matters of which they are • 2 Pt 2:12

God, b his name and his dwelling, • Rv 13:6

BLASPHEMOUS

heard him speak b words against • Acts 6:11

on its horns and b names on its heads. • Rv 13:1

a scarlet beast that was full of b names, • Rv 17:3

BLASPHEMY

every sin and b will be forgiven people, • Mt 12:31

but the b against the Spirit will not be • Mt 12:31

his robes and said, “He has uttered b. • Mt 26:65

that we are going to stone you but for b, • Jn 10:33

BLEMISH

lamb shall be without b, • Ex 12:5

children of God without b in the midst • Phil 2:15

like that of a lamb without b or spot. • 1 Pt 1:19

to be found by him without spot or b, • 2 Pt 3:14

BLESS

and I will b you and make your name • Gn 12:2

I will b those who b you, • Gn 12:3

I will surely b you, and I • Gn 22:17

The Lord b you and keep you; • Nm 6:24

He will love you, b you, and multiply • Dt 7:13

I b the Lord who gives me • Ps 16:7

I will b the Lord at all times; • Ps 34:1

B the Lord, O my soul, • Ps 103:1

that I might b him and multiply him. • Is 51:2

b those who curse you, pray for • Lk 6:28

B those who persecute you; • Rom 12:14

When reviled, we b; when persecuted, • 1 Cor 4:12

“Surely I will b you and multiply you.” • Heb 6:14

BLESSED

And God b them, saying, “Be fruitful • Gn 1:22

all the families of the earth shall be b.” • Gn 12:3

shall all the nations of the earth be b, • Gn 22:18

B is the man who walks not in • Ps 1:1

B be the Lord forever! Amen • Ps 89:52

B be the name of the Lord • Ps 113:2

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be b, • Prv 22:9

“B are the poor in spirit, for • Mt 5:3

“B are those who mourn, for • Mt 5:4

“B are the meek, for they shall • Mt 5:5

“B are those who hunger and • Mt 5:6

“B are the merciful, for they • Mt 5:7

“B are the pure in heart, for • Mt 5:8

“B are the peacemakers, for • Mt 5:9

“B are those who are persecuted for • Mt 5:10

“B are you when others revile you • Mt 5:11

b is the one who is not offended by • Mt 11:6

“B are you among women, • Lk 1:42

‘B is he who comes in the name of • Lk 13:35

B are those who have not seen and yet • Jn 20:29

shall all the families of the earth be b.’ • Acts 3:25

more b to give than to receive.’” • Acts 20:35

b is the man against whom the Lord • Rom 4:8

who has b us in Christ with every • Eph 1:3

waiting for our b hope, the appearing • Ti 2:13

B is the man who remains steadfast • Jas 1:12

for righteousness’ sake, you will be b. • 1 Pt 3:14

B are those who wash their robes, • Rv 22:14

BLESSES

and blessed be everyone who b you!” • Gn 27:29

sworn covenant, b himself in his heart, • Dt 29:19

gates; he b your children within you. • Ps 147:13

but he b the dwelling of the righteous. • Prv 3:33

BLESSING

name great, so that you will be a b. • Gn 12:2

before you today a b and a curse: • Dt 11:26

yet our God turned the curse into a b. • Neh 13:2

Whoever brings b will be enriched, • Prv 11:25

in the fullness of the b of Christ. • Rom 15:29

were called, that you may obtain a b. • 1 Pt 3:9

to the Lamb be b and honor and glory • Rv 5:13

B and glory and wisdom and • Rv 7:12

BLESSINGS

And all these b shall come upon you • Dt 28:2

A faithful man will abound with b, • Prv 28:20

that I may share with them in its b. • 1 Cor 9:23

BLIND

anyone who misleads a b man on the • Dt 27:18

Lord opens the eyes of the b. • Ps 146:8

Then the eyes of the b shall be opened, • Is 35:5

to open the eyes that are b, to bring out • Is 42:7

the b receive their sight and the lame • Mt 11:5

“Can a b man lead a b man? • Lk 6:39

a b man was sitting by the roadside • Lk 18:35

that though I was b, now I see.” • Jn 9:25

that you yourself are a guide to the b, • Rom 2:19

wretched, pitiable, poor, b, and naked. • Rv 3:17

BLOOD

your brother’s b is crying to me • Gn 4:10

“Whoever sheds the b of man, by man • Gn 9:6

all the water in the Nile turned into b. • Ex 7:20

when I see the b, I will pass over • Ex 12:13

“Behold the b of the covenant • Ex 24:8

life of every creature is its b: • Lv 17:14

I do not delight in the b of bulls, • Is 1:11

b of all the prophets, shed from • Lk 11:50

not of b nor of the will of the flesh nor • Jn 1:13

flesh and drinks my b has eternal life, • Jn 6:54

we have now been justified by his b, • Rom 5:9

“This cup is the new covenant in my b. • 1 Cor 11:25

him we have redemption through his b, • Eph 1:7

been brought near by the b of Christ. • Eph 2:13

making peace by the b of his cross. • Col 1:20

sanctify the people through his own b. • Heb 13:12

Christ and for sprinkling with his b: • 1 Pt 1:2

and the b of Jesus his Son cleanses us • 1 Jn 1:7

has freed us from our sins by his b • Rv 1:5

BLOODSHED

ears from hearing of b and shuts his • Is 33:15

because you did not hate b, • Ezk 35:6

and b follows b. • Hos 4:2

BLOT

“I will b out man whom I have created • Gn 6:7

I will b out of my book. • Ex 32:33

and b out all my iniquities. • Ps 51:9

and I will never b his name out • Rv 3:5

BLOTS

I am he who b out your transgressions • Is 43:25

BLOTTED

I have b out your transgressions like a • Is 44:22

turn back, that your sins may be b out, • Acts 3:19

BLUSH

I am ashamed and b to lift my face to • Ezr 9:6

and you shall b for the gardens that you • Is 1:29

ashamed; they did not know how to b. • Jer 6:15

BOAST

My soul makes its b in the Lord; • Ps 34:2

Do not b about tomorrow, for • Prv 27:1

but let him who boasts b in this, • Jer 9:24

he has something to b about, • Rom 4:2

the one who boasts, b in the Lord.” • 1 Cor 1:31

love does not envy or b; • 1 Cor 13:4

If I must b, I will b of the • 2 Cor 11:30

be it from me to b except in the cross • Gal 6:14

a result of works, so that no one may b. • Eph 2:9

do not b and be false to the truth. • Jas 3:14

BOASTFUL

The b shall not stand before your eyes; • Ps 5:5

I say to the b, ‘Do not boast,’ • Ps 75:4

insolent, haughty, b, inventors of evil, • Rom 1:30

I am saying with this b confidence, • 2 Cor 11:17

BOASTING

Then what becomes of our b? It is • Rom 3:27

gospel, that gives me no ground for b. • 1 Cor 9:16

arrogance. All such b is evil. • Jas 4:16

BOASTS

a man who b of a gift he does not give. • Prv 25:14

yet it b of great things. How • Jas 3:5

speaking loud b of folly, they • 2 Pt 2:18

BOAT

they left the b and their father • Mt 4:22

Peter got out of the b and walked on • Mt 14:29

the waves were breaking into the b, • Mk 4:37

went away in the b to a desolate place • Mk 6:32

down and taught the people from the b. • Lk 5:3

on the sea and coming near the b, • Jn 6:19

BOAZ

So B took Ruth, and she became his • Ru 4:13

and B the father of Obed by Ruth, • Mt 1:5

BODIES

dishonoring of their b among • Rom 1:24

life to your mortal b through his Spirit • Rom 8:11

you not know that your b are members • 1 Cor 6:15

There are heavenly b and earthly • 1 Cor 15:40

may also be manifested in our b. • 2 Cor 4:10

should love their wives as their own b. • Eph 5:28

BODILY

strong, but his b presence is weak, • 2 Cor 10:10

the whole fullness of deity dwells b, • Col 2:9

for while b training is of some value, • 1 Tm 4:8

BODY

“Take, eat; this is my b.” • Mt 26:26

when they did not find his b, they • Lk 24:23

will deliver me from this b • Rom 7:24

For as in one b we have many • Rom 12:4

though absent in b, I am present • 1 Cor 5:3

not know that your b is a temple of • 1 Cor 6:19

we who are many are one b, • 1 Cor 10:17

“This is my b which is for you. • 1 Cor 11:24

For just as the b is one and has • 1 Cor 12:12

Now you are the b of Christ • 1 Cor 12:27

There is one b and one Spirit • Eph 4:4

because we are members of his b. • Eph 5:30

will transform our lowly b to be like • Phil 3:21

has now reconciled in his b of flesh • Col 1:22

the offering of the b of Jesus Christ • Heb 10:10

BOLD

but the righteous are b as a lion. • Prv 28:1

we have such a hope, we are very b, • 2 Cor 3:12

are much more b to speak the word • Phil 1:14

BOLDLY

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out b, • Acts 13:46

began to speak b in the synagogue, • Acts 18:26

in chains, that I may declare it b, as I • Eph 6:20

BOLDNESS

to speak the word of God with b. • Acts 4:31

Christ with all b and without • Acts 28:31

in whom we have b and access with • Eph 3:12

BOND

bring you into the b of the covenant. • Ezk 20:37

be loosed from this b on the Sabbath • Lk 13:16

unity of the Spirit in the b of peace. • Eph 4:3

BONE

“This at last is b of my bones and flesh • Gn 2:23

and a soft tongue will break a b. • Prv 25:15

BONES

the b of Joseph, which the people • Jos 24:32

like water, and all my b are out of joint; • Ps 22:14

my b wasted away through my • Ps 32:3

but a crushed spirit dries up the b. • Prv 17:22

dry b, hear the word of the Lord. • Ezk 37:4

spirit does not have flesh and b as you • Lk 24:39

“Not one of his b will be broken.” • Jn 19:36

BOOK

as a memorial in a b and recite it in the • Ex 17:14

“Take this B of the Law and • Dt 31:26

This B of the Law shall not depart • Jos 1:8

“I have found the B of the Law in the • 2 Kgs 22:8

name shall be found written in the b. • Dn 12:1

whose names are in the b of life. • Phil 4:3

not found written in the b of life, • Rv 20:15

who are written in the Lamb’s b of life. • Rv 21:27

BOOKS

Of making many b there is no end, • Eccl 12:12

sat in judgment, and the b were opened. • Dn 7:10

could not contain the b that would be • Jn 21:25

BOOTHS

You shall dwell in b for seven days. • Lv 23:42

palm, and other leafy trees to make b, • Neh 8:15

Now the Jews’ Feast of B was at hand. • Jn 7:2

BORE

yet he b the sin of many, and makes • Is 53:12

took our illnesses and b our diseases.” • Mt 8:17

He himself b our sins in his body on • 1 Pt 2:24

BORN

man is b to trouble as the sparks fly • Jb 5:7

For unto you is b this day in the city of • Lk 2:11

unless one is b again he cannot • Jn 3:3

this purpose I was b and for this • Jn 18:37

Last of all, as to one untimely b, he • 1 Cor 15:8

set me apart before I was b, • Gal 1:15

servant, being b in the likeness of men. • Phil 2:7

since you have been b again, not of • 1 Pt 1:23

No one b of God makes a practice of • 1 Jn 3:9

BORNE

Surely he has b our griefs and • Is 53:4

And I have seen and have b witness • Jn 1:34

BORROW

b vessels from all your neighbors, • 2 Kgs 4:3

not refuse the one who would b from you. • Mt 5:42

BORROWER

the b is the slave of the lender. • Prv 22:7

BOSOM

he will carry them in his b, and gently • Is 40:11

BOTTOMLESS

given the key to the shaft of the b pit. • Rv 9:1

about to rise from the b pit and go to • Rv 17:8

hand the key to the b pit and a great • Rv 20:1

BOUGHT

went and sold all that he had and b it. • Mt 13:46

you were b with a price. So glorify • 1 Cor 6:20

BOUNTIFULLY

because he has dealt b with me. • Ps 13:6

and whoever sows b will also reap • 2 Cor 9:6

BOW

You shall not b down to them or serve • Ex 20:5

let us worship and b down; let • Ps 95:6

‘To me every knee shall b, every • Is 45:23

every knee shall b to me, • Rom 14:11

the name of Jesus every knee should b, • Phil 2:10

BOWLS

on the earth the seven b of the wrath • Rv 16:1

BRANCH

the b of the Lord shall be • Is 4:2

and a b from his roots shall bear fruit. • Is 11:1

I will raise up for David a righteous B, • Jer 23:5

a righteous B to spring up for David, • Jer 33:15

behold, I will bring my servant the B. • Zec 3:8

and every b that does bear fruit he • Jn 15:2

BRANCHES

the birds of the air made nests in its b.” • Lk 13:19

I am the vine; you are the b. Whoever • Jn 15:5

and if the root is holy, so are the b. • Rom 11:16

BREAD

king of Salem brought out b and wine. • Gn 14:18

I am about to rain b from heaven • Ex 16:4

and the b of the Presence; • Ex 35:13

that man does not live by b alone, • Dt 8:3

ravens brought him b and meat in • 1 Kgs 17:6

Man ate of the b of the angels; • Ps 78:25

and gave them b from heaven in • Ps 105:40

“‘Man shall not live by b alone, • Mt 4:4

Jesus took b, and after blessing it • Mt 26:26

Give us each day our daily b, • Lk 11:3

“I am the b of life; whoever • Jn 6:35

to the breaking of b and the prayers. • Acts 2:42

The b that we break, is it not a • 1 Cor 10:16

as you eat this b and drink the cup, • 1 Cor 11:26

BREAK

a time to b down, and a time to build • Eccl 3:3

already dead, they did not b his legs. • Jn 19:33

BREAKING

sins that people commit by b faith • Nm 5:6

number of fish, and their nets were b. • Lk 5:6

known to them in the b of the bread. • Lk 24:35

you doing, weeping and b my heart? • Acts 21:13

the law dishonor God by b the law. • Rom 2:23

BREASTPLATE

put on righteousness as a b, • Is 59:17

having put on the b of righteousness, • Eph 6:14

having put on the b of faith and love, • 1 Thes 5:8

BREATH

everything that has the b of life, • Gn 1:30

breathed into his nostrils the b of life, • Gn 2:7

“Remember that my life is a b; • Jb 7:7

Surely all mankind stands as a mere b! • Ps 39:5

Man is like a b; his days are like a • Ps 144:4

everything that has b praise the • Ps 150:6

gives b to the people on it and spirit • Is 42:5

cover you with skin, and put b in you, • Ezk 37:6

mankind life and b and everything. • Acts 17:25

will kill with the b of his mouth and • 2 Thes 2:8

it was allowed to give b to the image • Rv 13:15

BREATHED

Jesus uttered a loud cry and b his last. • Mk 15:37

this, he b on them and said to them, • Jn 20:22

BRIBE

And you shall take no b, • Ex 23:8

God, who is not partial and takes no b. • Dt 10:17

partiality, and you shall not accept a b, • Dt 16:19

does not take a b against the innocent. • Ps 15:5

The wicked accepts a b in secret to • Prv 17:23

and a b corrupts the heart. • Eccl 7:7

Everyone loves a b and runs after gifts. • Is 1:23

BRIBES

They took b and perverted justice. • 1 Sm 8:3

our God, or partiality or taking b.” • 2 Chr 19:7

BRIDE

captivated my heart, my sister, my b; • Sg 4:9

forget her ornaments, or a b her attire? • Jer 2:32

one who has the b is the bridegroom. • Jn 3:29

and his B has made herself ready; • Rv 19:7

“Come, I will show you the B, • Rv 21:9

The Spirit and the B say, “Come.” • Rv 22:17

BRIDEGROOM

comes out like a b leaving his chamber, • Ps 19:5

took their lamps and went to meet the b. • Mt 25:1

guests fast while the b is with them? • Mk 2:19

BRIGHT

behold, a b cloud overshadowed them, • Mt 17:5

a man stood before me in b clothing • Acts 10:30

b and pure”for the fine linen is the • Rv 19:8

river of the water of life, b as crystal, • Rv 22:1

BRIGHTER

shines b and b until full • Prv 4:18

light from heaven, b than the sun, • Acts 26:13

BRING

and I will b them back to this land. • Jer 24:6

but b them up in the discipline and • Eph 6:4

BROKE

the tablets out of his hands and b them • Ex 32:19

high places and b down the pillars • 2 Chr 14:3

land of Egypt, my covenant that they b, • Jer 31:32

Then he b the loaves and gave them to • Mt 14:19

and she b the flask and poured it over • Mk 14:3

after blessing it b it and gave it • Mk 14:22

BROKEN

“My spirit is b; my days are extinct; • Jb 17:1

a threefold cord is not quickly b. • Eccl 4:12

b cisterns that can hold no water. • Jer 2:13

and Scripture cannot be b • Jn 10:35

“Not one of his bones will be b.” • Jn 19:36

“Branches were b off so that I might • Rom 11:19

BROKENHEARTED

The Lord is near to the b • Ps 34:18

He heals the b and binds up their • Ps 147:3

he has sent me to bind up the b, to • Is 61:1

BROKENNESS

Lord binds up the b of his people, • Is 30:26

BROTHER

“I am your b, Joseph, whom you sold • Gn 45:4

is a friend who sticks closer than a b. • Prv 18:24

who is near than a b who is far away. • Prv 27:10

First be reconciled to your b, • Mt 5:24

B will deliver b over to death, • Mt 10:21

“If your b sins against you, go and tell • Mt 18:15

he is my b and sister and mother.” • Mk 3:35

for this your b was dead, and is alive; • Lk 15:32

If your b sins, rebuke him, • Lk 17:3

been here, my b would not have died.” • Jn 11:32

do you pass judgment on your b? • Rom 14:10

but b goes to law against b, • 1 Cor 6:6

and wrong his b in this matter, • 1 Thes 4:6

If a b or sister is poorly clothed and • Jas 2:15

loves God must also love his b. • 1 Jn 4:21

BROTHER’S

“I do not know; am I my b keeper?” • Gn 4:9

do not go to your b house in the day of • Prv 27:10

you see the speck that is in your b eye, • Lk 6:41

BROTHERS

And his b were jealous of him, • Gn 37:11

pleasant it is when b dwell in unity! • Ps 133:1

who sows discord among b. • Prv 6:19

is my mother, and who are my b?” • Mt 12:48

And are not his b James and Joseph • Mt 13:55

did it to one of the least of these my b, • Mt 25:40

left house or wife or b or parents or • Lk 18:29

For not even his b believed in him. • Jn 7:5

Mary the mother of Jesus, and his b. • Acts 1:14

be the firstborn among many b. • Rom 8:29

why he is not ashamed to call them b, • Heb 2:11

BRUISED

a b reed he will not break, • Is 42:3

a b reed he will not break, • Mt 12:20

BUILD

David my father to b a house for the • 1 Kgs 8:17

and on this rock I will b my church, • Mt 16:18

and in three days I will b another, • Mk 14:58

‘This man began to b and was not able • Lk 14:30

What kind of house will you b for me, • Acts 7:49

which is able to b you up and to give • Acts 20:32

are lawful,” but not all things b up. • 1 Cor 10:23

one another and b one another up, • 1 Thes 5:11

BUILDER

like a skilled master b I laid a • 1 Cor 3:10

much more glory as the b of a house • Heb 3:3

whose designer and b is God. • Heb 11:10

BUILDERS

stone that the b rejected has become • Ps 118:22

stone that the b rejected has become • Mt 21:42

stone that was rejected by you, the b, • Acts 4:11

stone that the b rejected has become • 1 Pt 2:7

BUILDING

like a man b a house, who dug deep • Lk 6:48

You are God’s field, God’s b. • 1 Cor 3:9

strive to excel in b up the church. • 1 Cor 14:12

for b up the body of Christ, • Eph 4:12

BUILDS

Unless the Lord b the house, • Ps 127:1

“Woe to him who b his house by • Jer 22:13

each one take care how he b upon it. • 1 Cor 3:10

“knowledge” puffs up, but love b up. • 1 Cor 8:1

body grow so that it b itself up in love. • Eph 4:16

BUILT

that the church may be b up. • 1 Cor 14:5

b on the foundation of the apostles • Eph 2:20

(For every house is b by someone, but • Heb 3:4

BURDEN

Cast your b on the Lord, • Ps 55:22

For my yoke is easy, and my b is light.” • Mt 11:30

lay on you no greater b than these • Acts 15:28

we might not be a b to any of you, • 1 Thes 2:9

BURDENED

others should be eased and you b, • 2 Cor 8:13

b with sins and led astray by various • 2 Tm 3:6

BURDENS

you load people with b hard to bear, • Lk 11:46

Bear one another’s b, and so fulfill the • Gal 6:2

BURIAL

she has done it to prepare me for b. • Mt 26:12

potter’s field as a b place for strangers. • Mt 27:7

spices, as is the b custom of the Jews. • Jn 19:40

BURIED

The rich man also died and was b, • Lk 16:22

We were b therefore with him by • Rom 6:4

that he was b, that he was raised on • 1 Cor 15:4

having been b with him in baptism, • Col 2:12

BURNED

to his chest and his clothes not be b? • Prv 6:27

gathered, thrown into the fire, and b. • Jn 15:6

If anyone’s work is b up, he will • 1 Cor 3:15

and if I deliver up my body to be b, • 1 Cor 13:3

heavenly bodies will be b up and • 2 Pt 3:10

And a third of the earth was b up, and • Rv 8:7

BURNING

bush was b, yet it was not consumed. • Ex 3:2

in his hand a b coal that he had taken • Is 6:6

for action and keep your lamps b, • Lk 12:35

He was a b and shining lamp, and you • Jn 5:35

BUSINESS

It is an unhappy b that God has given • Eccl 1:13

I rose and went about the king’s b, • Dn 8:27

off, one to his farm, another to his b, • Mt 22:5

‘Engage in b until I come.’ • Lk 19:13

BUSYBODIES

in idleness, not busy at work, but b. • 2 Thes 3:11

only idlers, but also gossips and b, • 1 Tm 5:13

BUY

B truth, and do not sell it; b wisdom, • Prv 23:23

that we may b the poor for silver and • Am 8:6

and those who b as though they had • 1 Cor 7:30

BUYS

She considers a field and b it; • Prv 31:16

sells all that he has and b that field. • Mt 13:44

since no one b their cargo anymore, • Rv 18:11

BYWORD

and a b among all the peoples • Dt 28:37

a proverb and a b among all peoples. • 1 Kgs 9:7

“He has made me a b of the peoples, • Jb 17:6

have made us a b among the nations, • Ps 44:14

you have been a b of cursing among • Zec 8:13

	


C (TOP)

CAESAR

it lawful to pay taxes to C, • Mk 12:14

give me up to them. I appeal to C.” • Acts 25:11

CAESAREA

came into the district of C Philippi, • Mt 16:13

to all the towns until he came to C. • Acts 8:40

CAIAPHAS

the high priest, whose name was C, • Mt 26:3

CAIN

C spoke to Abel his brother. • Gn 4:8

a more acceptable sacrifice than C, • Heb 11:4

We should not be like C, who was of • 1 Jn 3:12

the way of C and abandoned • Jude 11

CALAMITIES

from all your c and your distresses, • 1 Sm 10:19

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, c, • 2 Cor 6:4

CALAMITY

Lord relented from the c and • 2 Sm 24:16

who is glad at c will not go unpunished. • Prv 17:5

hardens his heart will fall into c. • Prv 28:14

CALEB

But C quieted the people before Moses • Nm 13:30

C, because he has a different spirit • Nm 14:24

he gave Hebron to C the son of • Jos 14:13

CALF

with a graving tool and made a golden c. • Ex 32:4

You had made yourselves a golden c. • Dt 9:16

And bring the fattened c and kill it, • Lk 15:23

CALL

people began to c upon the name of the • Gn 4:26

I c upon the Lord, who is • Ps 18:3

to all who c on him in truth. • Ps 145:18

c upon his name, make known his deeds • Is 12:4

c upon him while he is near; • Is 55:6

Before they c I will answer; while they • Is 65:24

C to me and I will answer you, and will • Jer 33:3

and you shall c his name Jesus, • Mt 1:21

I have not come to c the righteous but • Lk 5:32

How then will they c on him • Rom 10:14

prize of the upward c of God in Christ • Phil 3:14

Here is a c for the endurance of the • Rv 14:12

CALLED

God c the light Day, and the darkness • Gn 1:5

And whatever the man c every living • Gn 2:19

if my people who are c by my name • 2 Chr 7:14

I have c you in righteousness; • Is 42:6

I have c you by name, you are mine. • Is 43:1

The Lord c me from the womb, • Is 49:1

for they shall be c sons of God. • Mt 5:9

For many are c, but few are chosen.” • Mt 22:14

and those whom he c he also justified, • Rom 8:30

For you were c to freedom, • Gal 5:13

just as you were c to the one hope • Eph 4:4

who saved us and c us to a holy • 2 Tm 1:9

For to this you have been c, • 1 Pt 2:21

c us to his own glory and excellence, • 2 Pt 1:3

CALLING

wash away your sins, c on his name.’ • Acts 22:16

For the gifts and the c of God are • Rom 11:29

For consider your c, brothers: not • 1 Cor 1:26

in a manner worthy of the c to which • Eph 4:1

you worthy of his c and may fulfill • 2 Thes 1:11

to confirm your c and election, • 2 Pt 1:10

CALLS

When he c to me, I will answer him; I • Ps 91:15

There is no one who c upon your name, • Is 64:7

and he c his own sheep by name • Jn 10:3

who c upon the name of the Lord shall • Acts 2:21

whom the Lord our God c to himself.” • Acts 2:39

works but because of him who c • Rom 9:11

For “everyone who c on the name of • Rom 10:13

who c you into his own kingdom • 1 Thes 2:12

He who c you is faithful; • 1 Thes 5:24

CAMEL

out a gnat and swallowing a c! • Mt 23:24

It is easier for a c to go through the eye • Mk 10:25

CAMP

“This is God’s c!” So he called the • Gn 32:2

and shall c around the tabernacle. • Nm 1:50

your God walks in the midst of your c, • Dt 23:14

to him outside the c and bear the • Heb 13:13

CANA

day there was a wedding at C • Jn 2:1

So he came again to C in • Jn 4:46

CANAAN

Abram settled in the land of C, • Gn 13:12

“Send men to spy out the land of C, • Nm 13:2

I will give the land of C, • 1 Chr 16:18

a famine throughout all Egypt and C, • Acts 7:11

CANAANITE

not take a wife from the C women. • Gn 28:1

a C woman from that region came out • Mt 15:22

CANAANITES

before you, and I will drive out the C, • Ex 33:2

the people of Israel lived among the C, • Jgs 3:5

CAPERNAUM

he went and lived in C by the sea, • Mt 4:13

What we have heard you did at C, do • Lk 4:23

in the synagogue, as he taught at C. • Jn 6:59

CAPTIVE

he carried the people c to Assyria. • 2 Kgs 15:29

of Babylon brought c to Babylon all • 2 Kgs 24:16

sword and be led c among all nations, • Lk 21:24

died to that which held us c, • Rom 7:6

take every thought c to obey Christ, • 2 Cor 10:5

we were held c under the law, • Gal 3:23

no one takes you c by philosophy and • Col 2:8

CAPTIVES

leading a host of c in your train • Ps 68:18

to proclaim liberty to the c, • Is 61:1

to proclaim liberty to the c and • Lk 4:18

ascended on high he led a host of c, • Eph 4:8

CAPTIVITY

not be yours, for they shall go into c. • Dt 28:41

into c from Jerusalem to Babylon. • 2 Kgs 24:15

plead with you in the land of their c, • 2 Chr 6:37

that time those who had come from c, • Ezr 8:35

until the c of Jerusalem in the fifth • Jer 1:3

is to be taken captive, to c he goes; • Rv 13:10

CARE

“Only take c, and keep your soul • Dt 4:9

and the son of man that you c for him? • Ps 8:4

him to an inn and took c of him. • Lk 10:34

Let each one take c how he builds • 1 Cor 3:10

have the same c for one another. • 1 Cor 12:25

or the son of man, that you c for him? • Heb 2:6

CAREFUL

O Israel, and be c to do them, that it • Dt 6:3

being c to do according to all the law • Jos 1:7

Pay c attention to yourselves and to all • Acts 20:28

c to devote themselves to good works. • Ti 3:8

CARELESS

from evil, but a fool is reckless and c. • Prv 14:16

account for every c word they speak, • Mt 12:36

CARES

When the c of my heart are many, • Ps 94:19

remains to me; no one c for my soul. • Ps 142:4

Lord of hosts c for his flock, • Zec 10:3

a hired hand and c nothing for the • Jn 10:13

anxieties on him, because he c for you. • 1 Pt 5:7

CARMEL

the prophets together at Mount C. • 1 Kgs 18:20

CARPENTER

The c stretches a line; he marks it out • Is 44:13

Is not this the c, the son of Mary and • Mk 6:3

CARPENTER’S

Is not this the c son? Is not his mother • Mt 13:55

CARRIED

how the Lord your God c you, • Dt 1:31

borne our griefs and c our sorrows; • Is 53:4

from them and was c up into heaven. • Lk 24:51

God as they were c along by the Holy • 2 Pt 1:21

And he c me away in the Spirit to a • Rv 21:10

CARRY

I am not able to c all this people alone; • Nm 11:14

Be their shepherd and c them forever. • Ps 28:9

CARVED

On them he c cherubim and palm • 1 Kgs 6:35

to no other, nor my praise to c idols. • Is 42:8

ministry of death, c in letters on stone, • 2 Cor 3:7

CASE

Any hard c they brought to Moses, but • Ex 18:26

and I desire to argue my c with God. • Jb 13:3

one who states his c first seems right, • Prv 18:17

Set forth your c, says the Lord; • Is 41:21

the governor their c against Paul. • Acts 24:1

CAST

them, and for my clothing they c lots. • Ps 22:18

Why are you c down, O my soul, • Ps 42:11

C me not away from your presence, • Ps 51:11

C your burden on the Lord, • Ps 55:22

You will c all our sins into the depths • Mi 7:19

by the Spirit of God that I c out • Mt 12:28

“How can Satan c out Satan? • Mk 3:23

they c lots to divide his garments. • Lk 23:34

comes to me I will never c out. • Jn 6:37

let us c off the works of darkness • Rom 13:12

CASTING

his garments among them by c lots. • Mt 27:35

in their synagogues and c out demons. • Mk 1:39

c all your anxieties on him, because he • 1 Pt 5:7

CATCH

“Put out your hand and c it by the tail” • Ex 4:4

were astonished at the c of fish that • Lk 5:9

to c him in something he might say. • Lk 11:54

that they might c him in something he • Lk 20:20

CATTLE

is mine, the c on a thousand hills. • Ps 50:10

and the lowing of c is not heard; • Jer 9:10

CAUGHT

that this man was c up into paradise • 2 Cor 12:3

will be c up together with • 1 Thes 4:17

but her child was c up to God and to • Rv 12:5

CAUSE

and defend my c against an ungodly • Ps 43:1

Who has wounds without c? • Prv 23:29

to the fatherless, plead the widow’s c. • Is 1:17

pleads my c and executes judgment • Mi 7:9

fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a c.’ • Jn 15:25

may have ample c to glory in Christ • Phil 1:26

CAUSES

If your right eye c you to sin, • Mt 5:29

but whoever c one of these little ones • Mt 18:6

or do anything that c your brother to • Rom 14:21

CAVES

hid themselves in c and in holes • 1 Sm 13:6

people shall enter the c of the rocks • Is 2:19

hid themselves in the c and among the • Rv 6:15

CEASE

and winter, day and night, shall not c.” • Gn 8:22

make our children c to worship the • Jos 22:25

before my eyes; c to do evil, • Is 1:16

they never c to say, “Holy, holy, holy, • Rv 4:8

CEASES

love of the Lord never c; • Lam 3:22

CEDAR

“See now, I dwell in a house of c, • 2 Sm 7:2

All was c; no stone was seen. • 1 Kgs 6:18

Tyrians to bring c trees from Lebanon • Ezr 3:7

CELEBRATE

you shall c the feast of the Lord • Lv 23:39

lost, and is found.’ And they began to c. • Lk 15:24

Let us therefore c the festival, not with • 1 Cor 5:8

CENSER

each took his c and put fire in it • Lv 10:1

Each had his c in his hand, • Ezk 8:11

and stood at the altar with a golden c, • Rv 8:3

CENTURION

And when the c, who stood facing • Mk 15:39

When the c heard about Jesus, he sent • Lk 7:3

But the c, wishing to save Paul, kept • Acts 27:43

CEPHAS

You shall be called C” • Jn 1:42

Apollos,” or “I follow C,” or “I follow • 1 Cor 1:12

and that he appeared to C, then to the • 1 Cor 15:5

when C came to Antioch, I opposed • Gal 2:11

CERTIFICATE

he writes her a c of divorce and puts • Dt 24:1

his wife, let him give her a c of divorce.’ • Mt 5:31

CHAFF

but are like c that the wind drives away. • Ps 1:4

You conceive c; you give birth to • Is 33:11

but the c he will burn with • Mt 3:12

CHAIN

bind him anymore, not even with a c, • Mk 5:3

of Israel that I am wearing this c.” • Acts 28:20

key to the bottomless pit and a great c. • Rv 20:1

CHAINS

“Get up quickly.” And the c fell off his • Acts 12:7

I am an ambassador in c, • Eph 6:20

Remember my c. Grace be • Col 4:18

bound with c as a criminal. • 2 Tm 2:9

and even c and imprisonment. • Heb 11:36

committed them to c of gloomy • 2 Pt 2:4

CHALDEANS

out from Ur of the C to give you this • Gn 15:7

the literature and language of the C. • Dn 1:4

CHANGE

of man, that he should c his mind. • Nm 23:19

has sworn and will not c his mind, • Ps 110:4

“For I the Lord do not c; • Mal 3:6

did not afterward c your minds and • Mt 21:32

has sworn and will not c his mind, • Heb 7:21

no variation or shadow due to c. • Jas 1:17

CHANGED

But my people have c their glory for • Jer 2:11

not all sleep, but we shall all be c, • 1 Cor 15:51

like a garment they will be c. • Heb 1:12

CHARACTER

and endurance produces c, • Rom 5:4

promise the unchangeable c of his • Heb 6:17

CHARGE

Job did not sin or c God with wrong. • Jb 1:22

him no answer, not even to a single c, • Mt 27:14

Who shall bring any c against God’s • Rom 8:33

present the gospel free of c, • 1 Cor 9:18

Every c must be established • 2 Cor 13:1

not domineering over those in your c, • 1 Pt 5:3

CHARIOT

the waters; he makes the clouds his c; • Ps 104:3

to Philip, “Go over and join this c.” • Acts 8:29

CHARIOTS

returned and covered the c and the • Ex 14:28

c of fire and horses of fire separated • 2 Kgs 2:11

Some trust in c and some in horses, but • Ps 20:7

up like clouds; his c like the whirlwind; • Jer 4:13

the noise of many c with horses rushing • Rv 9:9

CHEEK

But if anyone slaps you on the right c, • Mt 5:39

CHEERFUL

A glad heart makes a c face, • Prv 15:13

but the c of heart has a continual • Prv 15:15

for God loves a c giver. • 2 Cor 9:7

Is anyone c? Let him sing praise. • Jas 5:13

CHERUB

Make one c on the one end, • Ex 25:19

was the length of one wing of the c, • 1 Kgs 6:24

He rode on a c and flew; he came • Ps 18:10

And a c stretched out his hand from • Ezk 10:7

CHERUBIM

of Eden he placed the c and a flaming • Gn 3:24

the mercy seat were the faces of the c. • Ex 37:9

The c spread out their wings over the • 2 Chr 5:8

You who are enthroned upon the c, • Ps 80:1

God of Israel, enthroned above the c, • Is 37:16

Above it were the c of glory • Heb 9:5

CHILD

Even a c makes himself known by his • Prv 20:11

Train up a c in the way he should go; • Prv 22:6

Do not withhold discipline from a c; if • Prv 23:13

but a c left to himself brings shame to • Prv 29:15

For to us a c is born, to us a son • Is 9:6

and a little c shall lead them. • Is 11:6

found to be with c from the Holy Spirit. • Mt 1:18

“What then will this c be?” For the • Lk 1:66

by the hand he called, saying, “C, arise.” • Lk 8:54

I was a c, I spoke like a c, • 1 Cor 13:11

CHILDBEARING

“I will surely multiply your pain in c; • Gn 3:16

be saved through cif they continue • 1 Tm 2:15

CHILDBIRTH

The pangs of c come for him, but he • Hos 13:13

together in the pains of c until now. • Rom 8:22

in the anguish of c until Christ is • Gal 4:19

CHILDREN

shall teach them diligently to your c, • Dt 6:7

As a father shows compassion to his c, • Ps 103:13

c are a heritage from the Lord, • Ps 127:3

blessed are his c after him! • Prv 20:7

Her c rise up and call her blessed; her • Prv 31:28

the c of the desolate one will be more • Is 54:1

know how to give good gifts to your c, • Mt 7:11

you, unless you turn and become like c, • Mt 18:3

“Let the c come to me, and do not • Lk 18:16

he gave the right to become c of God, • Jn 1:12

with our spirit that we are c of God, • Rom 8:16

and not all are c of Abraham because • Rom 9:7

be imitators of God, as beloved c. • Eph 5:1

Fathers, do not provoke your c to anger, • Eph 6:4

C, obey your parents in everything, • Col 3:20

know how, like a father with his c, • 1 Thes 2:11

For you are all c of light, • 1 Thes 5:5

women to love their husbands and c, • Ti 2:4

Beloved, we are God’s c now, and what • 1 Jn 3:2

CHOOSE

Therefore c life, that you and • Dt 30:19

c this day whom you will serve, • Jos 24:15

Blessed is the one you c and bring near, • Ps 65:4

You did not c me, but I chose you • Jn 15:16

CHOSE

Lord set his love on you and c • Dt 7:7

But I c David to be over my people • 1 Kgs 8:16

elect, whom he c, he shortened the days. • Mk 13:20

his disciples and c from them twelve, • Lk 6:13

the world, but I c you out of the world, • Jn 15:19

God c what is low and despised in • 1 Cor 1:28

even as he c us in him before • Eph 1:4

because God c you as the firstfruits • 2 Thes 2:13

CHOSEN

The Lord your God has c you to • Dt 7:6

A good name is to be c rather than • Prv 22:1

and Israel my c, I call you by • Is 45:4

Mary has c the good portion, • Lk 10:42

I know whom I have c. • Jn 13:18

is a remnant, c by grace. • Rom 11:5

Put on then, as God’s c ones, holy • Col 3:12

loved by God, that he has c you, • 1 Thes 1:4

has not God c those who are poor in • Jas 2:5

But you are a c race, a royal priesthood, • 1 Pt 2:9

CHRIST

Peter replied, “You are the C, the Son • Mt 16:16

that the C should suffer and on the • Lk 24:46

I believe that you are the C, • Jn 11:27

God has made him both Lord and C, • Acts 2:36

still sinners, C died for us. • Rom 5:8

have been baptized into C Jesus • Rom 6:3

for those who are in C Jesus. • Rom 8:1

and the Rock was C. • 1 Cor 10:4

But in fact C has been raised from • 1 Cor 15:20

For we are the aroma of C • 2 Cor 2:15

if anyone is in C, he is a • 2 Cor 5:17

insight into the mystery of C, • Eph 3:4

For to me to live is C, and to • Phil 1:21

When C who is your life appears, • Col 3:4

But when C had offered for all time a • Heb 10:12

For C also suffered once for sins, • 1 Pt 3:18

C, and he shall reign forever and ever.” • Rv 11:15

CHRIST’S

we share abundantly in C sufferings, • 2 Cor 1:5

If anyone is confident that he is C, let • 2 Cor 10:7

And if you are C, then you • Gal 3:29

CHRISTIAN

persuade me to be a C?” • Acts 26:28

Yet if anyone suffers as a C, • 1 Pt 4:16

CHRISTS

For false c and false prophets will arise • Mt 24:24

CHURCH

tell it to the c. And if he refuses to • Mt 18:17

fear came upon the whole c • Acts 5:11

persecution against the c in Jerusalem, • Acts 8:1

Greet also the c in their house. • Rom 16:5

when you come together as a c, • 1 Cor 11:18

prophesies builds up the c. • 1 Cor 14:4

him as head over all things to the c, • Eph 1:22

through the c the manifold wisdom • Eph 3:10

Christ is the head of the c, • Eph 5:23

as Christ loved the c and gave himself • Eph 5:25

sake of his body, that is, the c, • Col 1:24

how will he care for God’s c? • 1 Tm 3:5

CHURCHES

So the c were strengthened in the faith, • Acts 16:5

As in all the c of the saints, • 1 Cor 14:33

give proof before the c of your love • 2 Cor 8:24

to you about these things for the c. • Rv 22:16

CIRCLE

He has inscribed a c on the face of • Jb 26:10

he drew a c on the face of the deep, • Prv 8:27

It is he who sits above the c of the earth, • Is 40:22

CIRCUMCISE

C therefore the foreskin of your heart, • Dt 10:16

your God will c your heart and the • Dt 30:6

C yourselves to the Lord; • Jer 4:4

“It is necessary to c them and to order • Acts 15:5

CIRCUMCISED

Every male among you shall be c. • Gn 17:10

who will justify the c by faith • Rom 3:30

For even those who are c do not • Gal 6:13

c on the eighth day, of the people of • Phil 3:5

In him also you were c with • Col 2:11

Greek and Jew, c and uncircumcised, • Col 3:11

CIRCUMCISION

and c is a matter of the heart, • Rom 2:29

He received the sign of c as a seal • Rom 4:11

For neither c counts for anything, • Gal 6:15

For we are the c, who worship by • Phil 3:3

CIRCUMSTANCES

In all c take up the shield of faith, • Eph 6:16

give thanks in all c; for this is the • 1 Thes 5:18

CISTERN

Drink water from your own c, flowing • Prv 5:15

put Jeremiah into the cthe king was • Jer 38:7

CITIES

when he overthrew the c in which Lot • Gn 19:29

people blossom in the c like the grass • Ps 72:16

Your holy c have become a wilderness; • Is 64:10

you shall have authority over ten c.’ • Lk 19:17

CITIZENS

But his c hated him and sent a • Lk 19:14

but you are fellow c with the saints • Eph 2:19

CITIZENSHIP

“I bought this c for a large sum.” • Acts 22:28

But our c is in heaven, and • Phil 3:20

CITY

When he built a c, he called • Gn 4:17

let us build ourselves a c and a tower • Gn 11:4

streams make glad the c of God, • Ps 46:4

greatly to be praised in the c of our • Ps 48:1

blessing of the upright a c is exalted, • Prv 11:11

shall be called the c of righteousness, • Is 1:26

And this c shall be to me a name of joy, • Jer 33:9

should not I pity Nineveh, that great c, • Jon 4:11

A c set on a hill cannot be hidden. • Mt 5:14

the c that kills the prophets and stones • Lk 13:34

God, for he has prepared for them a c. • Heb 11:16

we seek the c that is to come. • Heb 13:14

camp of the saints and the beloved c, • Rv 20:9

And I saw the holy c, new Jerusalem, • Rv 21:2

CLAP

C your hands, all peoples! • Ps 47:1

Let the rivers c their hands; let the hills • Ps 98:8

the trees of the field shall c their hands. • Is 55:12

CLAY

Does the c say to him who forms it, • Is 45:9

we are the c, and you are our potter; • Is 64:8

like the c in the potter’s hand, • Jer 18:6

its feet partly of iron and partly of c. • Dn 2:33

Has the potter no right over the c, • Rom 9:21

CLEAN

with you seven pairs of all c animals, • Gn 7:2

He who has c hands and a pure heart, • Ps 24:4

Create in me a c heart, O God, • Ps 51:10

“Lord, if you will, you can make me c.” • Mt 8:2

“What God has made c, • Acts 10:15

our hearts sprinkled c from an evil • Heb 10:22

CLEANSE

and c me from my sin! • Ps 51:2

to c them from sin and uncleanness. • Zec 13:1

C out the old leaven that you may be • 1 Cor 5:7

let us c ourselves from every • 2 Cor 7:1

C your hands, you sinners, and purify • Jas 4:8

CLEANSED

And immediately his leprosy was c. • Mt 8:3

Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten c? • Lk 17:17

having c their hearts by faith. • Acts 15:9

having c her by the washing of water • Eph 5:26

having once been c, would no longer • Heb 10:2

forgotten that he was c from his former • 2 Pt 1:9

CLEAR

have a c conscience toward both God • Acts 24:16

also what eagerness to c yourselves, • 2 Cor 7:11

are sure that we have a c conscience, • Heb 13:18

while the city was pure gold, like c glass. • Rv 21:18

CLEFT

by I will put you in a c of the rock, • Ex 33:22

and hide it there in a c of the rock.” • Jer 13:4

CLOAK

you take your neighbor’s c in pledge, • Ex 22:26

let him have your c as well. • Mt 5:40

stripped him of the purple c • Mk 15:20

has no sword sell his c and buy one. • Lk 22:36

CLOTH

a piece of unshrunk c on an old • Mt 9:16

the face c, which had been on Jesus’ • Jn 20:7

CLOTHE

how much more will he c you, • Lk 12:28

C yourselves, all of you, with humility • 1 Pt 5:5

CLOTHED

his wife garments of skins and c them. • Gn 3:21

You c me with skin and flesh, and knit • Jb 10:11

c me with the garments of salvation; • Is 61:10

in the city until you are c with power • Lk 24:49

a woman c with the sun, with the moon • Rv 12:1

He is c in a robe dipped in blood, and • Rv 19:13

CLOTHES

But if God so c the grass of the field, • Mt 6:30

sun, and his c became white as light. • Mt 17:2

For a long time he had worn no c, and • Lk 8:27

CLOTHING

Your c did not wear out on you • Dt 8:4

why are you anxious about c? • Mt 6:28

who come to you in sheep’s c but • Mt 7:15

than food, and the body more than c. • Lk 12:23

CLOTHS

he saw the linen c by themselves; • Lk 24:12

and bound it in linen c with the spices, • Jn 19:40

tomb. He saw the linen c lying there, • Jn 20:6

CLOUD

I have set my bow in the c, and it shall • Gn 9:13

them by day in a pillar of c to lead • Ex 13:21

Moses entered the c and went up • Ex 24:18

a little c like a man’s hand is rising • 1 Kgs 18:44

and a voice came out of the c, • Mk 9:7

Son of Man coming in a c with power • Lk 21:27

a c took him out of their sight. • Acts 1:9

CLOUDS

the heavens, your faithfulness to the c. • Ps 57:10

c of heaven there came one like a son • Dn 7:13

and the c are the dust of his feet. • Na 1:3

Son of Man coming on the c of heaven • Mt 24:30

with them in the c to meet the Lord • 1 Thes 4:17

Behold, he is coming with the c, and • Rv 1:7

COALS

His breath kindles c, and a flame comes • Jb 41:21

for you will heap burning c on his head, • Prv 25:22

you will heap burning c on his head.” • Rom 12:20

COIN

Show me the c for the tax.” • Mt 22:19

for I have found the c that I had lost.’ • Lk 15:9

COINS

put in two small copper c, • Mk 12:42

poured out the c of the money-changers • Jn 2:15

COLD

increased, the love of many will grow c. • Mt 24:12

Would that you were either c or hot! • Rv 3:15

COLLECTION

Now concerning the c for the saints: • 1 Cor 16:1

COLLECTOR

He was a chief tax c and was rich. • Lk 19:2

COLLECTORS

he was eating with sinners and tax c, • Mk 2:16

Tax c also came to be baptized and • Lk 3:12

COLT

on a c, the foal of a donkey. • Zec 9:9

and throwing their cloaks on the c, • Lk 19:35

is coming, sitting on a donkey’s c!” • Jn 12:15

COME

C, let us go down and there confuse • Gn 11:7

doors, that the King of glory may c in. • Ps 24:7

Oh c, let us worship and bow down; • Ps 95:6

C into his presence with singing! • Ps 100:2

“C, everyone who thirsts, c to the • Is 55:1

Arise, shine, for your light has c, • Is 60:1

all flesh shall c to worship before me, • Is 66:23

“C, let us return to the Lord; • Hos 6:1

C to me, all who labor and are heavy • Mt 11:28

“Let the children c to me; do not hinder • Mk 10:14

you do not know when the time will c. • Mk 13:33

“Are you the one who is to c, • Lk 7:19

led astray. For many will c in my name, • Lk 21:8

I will c again and will take you • Jn 14:3

“Father, the hour has c; • Jn 17:1

When you c together, each one has • 1 Cor 14:26

that Jesus Christ has c in the flesh is • 1 Jn 4:2

who is and who was and who is to c, • Rv 1:4

coming soon.” Amen. C, Lord Jesus! • Rv 22:20

COMES

Blessed is he who c in the name of • Ps 118:26

and to another, ‘Come,’ and he c, • Mt 8:9

Blessed is he who c in the name of the • Mk 11:9

Nevertheless, when the Son of Man c, • Lk 18:8

But we know where this man c from, • Jn 7:27

No one c to the Father except through • Jn 14:6

When the Spirit of truth c, he will • Jn 16:13

proclaim the Lord’s death until he c. • 1 Cor 11:26

when he c on that day to be glorified • 2 Thes 1:10

COMFORT

your rod and your staff, they c me. • Ps 23:4

Let your steadfast love c • Ps 119:76

C, c my people, says your • Is 40:1

the Lord and in the c of the Holy Spirit, • Acts 9:31

the Father of mercies and God of all c, • 2 Cor 1:3

so that we may be able to c those who • 2 Cor 1:4

c one another, agree with one • 2 Cor 13:11

and gave us eternal c and good hope • 2 Thes 2:16

COMFORTED

Lord has c his people and will • Is 49:13

she refused to be c, because they are no • Mt 2:18

those who mourn, for they shall be c. • Mt 5:4

affliction we have been c about you • 1 Thes 3:7

COMFORTS

I am he who c you; who are • Is 51:12

who c us in all our affliction, • 2 Cor 1:4

God, who c the downcast, • 2 Cor 7:6

COMING

and the time is c to gather all nations • Is 66:18

the sound of his c was like the sound • Ezk 43:2

But who can endure the day of his c, • Mal 3:2

be the sign of your c and of the end • Mt 24:3

not know on what day your Lord is c. • Mt 24:42

foreboding of what is c on the world. • Lk 21:26

then at his c those who belong to • 1 Cor 15:23

account of these the wrath of God is c. • Col 3:6

c of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. • 1 Thes 3:13

who are left until the c of the Lord, • 1 Thes 4:15

Now concerning the c of our Lord • 2 Thes 2:1

“Where is the promise of his c? • 2 Pt 3:4

“Behold, I am c soon, bringing my • Rv 22:12

COMMAND

You shall speak all that I c you, • Ex 7:2

For he will c his angels concerning you • Ps 91:11

“‘He will c his angels concerning you, • Lk 4:10

are my friends if you do what I c • Jn 15:14

C and teach these things. • 1 Tm 4:11

COMMANDED

And the Lord God c the man, • Gn 2:16

but I do as the Father has c me, • Jn 14:31

love one another, just as he has c us. • 1 Jn 3:23

COMMANDER

I am the c of the army of the Lord. • Jos 5:14

a leader and c for the peoples. • Is 55:4

but a c shall put an end to his • Dn 11:18

COMMANDMENT

the c of the Lord is pure, • Ps 19:8

For the c is a lamp and the teaching a • Prv 6:23

This is the great and first c. • Mt 22:38

“This is my c, that you love one another • Jn 15:12

Beloved, I am writing you no new c, • 1 Jn 2:7

COMMANDMENTS

who love me and keep my c. • Ex 20:6

the words of the covenant, the Ten C. • Ex 34:28

if you obey the c of the Lord • Dt 11:27

I find my delight in your c, • Ps 119:47

but let your heart keep my c, • Prv 3:1

Fear God and keep his c, for this is • Eccl 12:13

those who love him and keep his c, • Dn 9:4

On these two c depend all the Law and • Mt 22:40

but keeping the c of God. • 1 Cor 7:19

And his c are not burdensome. • 1 Jn 5:3

those who keep the c of God and hold • Rv 12:17

COMMANDS

He c even the unclean spirits, and they • Mk 1:27

that he c even winds and water, • Lk 8:25

COMMEND

One generation shall c your works to • Ps 145:4

Food will not c us to God. • 1 Cor 8:8

COMMENDATION

each one will receive his c from God. • 1 Cor 4:5

COMMENDED

A man is c according to his good sense, • Prv 12:8

The master c the dishonest manager for • Lk 16:8

where they had been c to the grace of • Acts 14:26

though c through their faith, • Heb 11:39

COMMIT

C your way to the Lord; trust • Ps 37:5

COMMITS

He who c adultery lacks sense; • Prv 6:32

wife and marries another c adultery, • Lk 16:18

COMMITTED

lustful intent has already c adultery • Mt 5:28

if he has c sins, he will be forgiven. • Jas 5:15

He c no sin, neither was deceit found in • 1 Pt 2:22

COMMON

distinguish between the holy and the c, • Lv 10:10

were together and had all things in c. • Acts 2:44

God has made clean, do not call c.’ • Acts 11:9

COMPANION

who forsakes the c of her youth • Prv 2:17

though she is your c and your wife • Mal 2:14

COMPANY

For the c of the godless is barren, • Jb 15:34

with joy and be refreshed in your c. • Rom 15:32

“Bad c ruins good morals.” • 1 Cor 15:33

COMPARE

none can c with you! I will • Ps 40:5

liken God, or what likeness c with him? • Is 40:18

COMPASSION

As a father shows c to his children, • Ps 103:13

everlasting love I will have c on you,” • Is 54:8

my c grows warm and tender. • Hos 11:8

he saw the crowds, he had c for them, • Mt 9:36

his father saw him and felt c, and ran • Lk 15:20

I will have c on whom I have c.” • Rom 9:15

For you had c on those in prison, • Heb 10:34

COMPASSIONATE

if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am c. • Ex 22:27

c hearts, kindness, humility, • Col 3:12

how the Lord is c and merciful. • Jas 5:11

COMPETENT

an eloquent man, c in the Scriptures. • Acts 18:24

COMPLACENCY

and the c of fools destroys them; • Prv 1:32

against me and your c has come to my • Is 37:29

COMPLAINT

“Today also my c is bitter; my hand is • Jb 23:2

I am restless in my c and I moan, • Ps 55:2

I pour out my c before him; I • Ps 142:2

find a ground for c against Daniel • Dn 6:4

if one has a c against another, • Col 3:13

COMPLETE

For he will c what he appoints for me, • Jb 23:14

c my joy by being of the same mind, • Phil 2:2

that the man of God may be c, • 2 Tm 3:17

that you may be perfect and c, • Jas 1:4

so that our joy may be c. • 1 Jn 1:4

COMPLETED

the house of the Lord was c. • 2 Chr 8:16

works, and faith was c by his works; • Jas 2:22

COMPLETELY

except for his feet, but is c clean. • Jn 13:10

God of peace himself sanctify you c, • 1 Thes 5:23

COMPLETION

bringing holiness to c in the fear of • 2 Cor 7:1

work in you will bring it to c • Phil 1:6

CONCEAL

he will c me under the cover of his tent; • Ps 27:5

It is the glory of God to c things, but • Prv 25:2

CONCEIT

slander, gossip, c, and disorder. • 2 Cor 12:20

Do nothing from selfish ambition or c, • Phil 2:3

he is puffed up with c and understands • 1 Tm 6:4

CONCEITED

Let us not become c, provoking one • Gal 5:26

CONCEIVE

the virgin shall c and bear a son, • Is 7:14

the virgin shall c and bear a son, • Mt 1:23

you will c in your womb and bear a son, • Lk 1:31

CONCEIVED

for that which is c in her is from the • Mt 1:20

Elizabeth in her old age has also c a son, • Lk 1:36

Then desire when it has c gives birth • Jas 1:15

CONDEMN

save him from those who c his soul • Ps 109:31

c not, and you will not be condemned; • Lk 6:37

his Son into the world to c the world, • Jn 3:17

And Jesus said, “Neither do I c you; • Jn 8:11

Who is to c? Christ Jesus is the one • Rom 8:34

if our heart does not c us, we • 1 Jn 3:21

CONDEMNATION

C is ready for scoffers, and beating for • Prv 19:29

They will receive the greater c.” • Mk 12:40

as one trespass led to c for all men, • Rom 5:18

There is therefore now no c for those • Rom 8:1

be no, so that you may not fall under c. • Jas 5:12

Their c from long ago is not idle, • 2 Pt 2:3

CONDEMNED

and by your words you will be c.” • Mt 12:37

rulers delivered him up to be c to death, • Lk 24:20

Whoever believes in him is not c, • Jn 3:18

for sin, he c sin in the flesh, • Rom 8:3

By this he c the world and became an • Heb 11:7

CONDEMNS

for whenever our heart c us, God is • 1 Jn 3:20

CONDUCT

but the c of the pure is upright. • Prv 21:8

For rulers are not a terror to good c, • Rom 13:3

By his good c let him show his works • Jas 3:13

is holy, you also be holy in all your c, • 1 Pt 1:15

CONFESS

c my transgressions to the Lord,” • Ps 32:5

if you c with your mouth that Jesus is • Rom 10:9

c your sins to one another • Jas 5:16

If we c our sins, he is faithful and just • 1 Jn 1:9

not c the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. • 2 Jn 7

I will c his name before my Father • Rv 3:5

CONFESSES

but he who c and forsakes them will • Prv 28:13

and with the mouth one c and is saved. • Rom 10:10

Whoever c that Jesus is the Son of God, • 1 Jn 4:15

CONFESSION

Now then make c to the Lord, • Ezr 10:11

that comes from your c of the gospel • 2 Cor 9:13

you made the good c in the presence • 1 Tm 6:12

us hold fast the c of our hope without • Heb 10:23

CONFIDENCE

Is not your fear of God your c, • Jb 4:6

for the Lord will be your c • Prv 3:26

we have boldness and access with c • Eph 3:12

And we have c in the Lord about you, • 2 Thes 3:4

if indeed we hold fast our c • Heb 3:6

Let us then with c draw near • Heb 4:16

since we have c to enter the holy • Heb 10:19

appears we may have c and not shrink • 1 Jn 2:28

not condemn us, we have c before God; • 1 Jn 3:21

CONFIRM

in order to c the promises given to • Rom 15:8

will himself restore, c, strengthen, • 1 Pt 5:10

CONFIRMED

with them and c the message by • Mk 16:20

about Christ was c among you • 1 Cor 1:6

CONFORMED

he also predestined to be c to the • Rom 8:29

Do not be c to this world, but be • Rom 12:2

do not be c to the passions of your • 1 Pt 1:14

CONFUSE

go down and there c their language, • Gn 11:7

CONGREGATION

and having gathered the c together, • Acts 15:30

in the midst of the c I will sing your • Heb 2:12

CONQUER

and he came out conquering, and to c. • Rv 6:2

the Lamb will c them, for he is Lord of • Rv 17:14

CONQUERED

who through faith c kingdoms, • Heb 11:33

also those who had c the beast and its • Rv 15:2

CONQUERORS

we are more than c through him • Rom 8:37

CONSCIENCE

to have a clear c toward both God • Acts 24:16

while their c also bears witness, • Rom 2:15

their c, being weak, is defiled. • 1 Cor 8:7

any question on the ground of c. • 1 Cor 10:25

testimony of our c, that we behaved • 2 Cor 1:12

the mystery of the faith with a clear c. • 1 Tm 3:9

but as an appeal to God for a good c, • 1 Pt 3:21

CONSCIENCES

insincerity of liars whose c are seared, • 1 Tm 4:2

both their minds and their c are defiled. • Ti 1:15

CONSECRATE

“C to me all the firstborn. • Ex 13:2

C yourselves, therefore, and be holy, • Lv 20:7

C a fast; call a solemn assembly. • Jl 1:14

And for their sake I c myself, that • Jn 17:19

CONSECRATED

I have c this house that you have built, • 1 Kgs 9:3

and before you were born I c you; • Jer 1:5

whom the Father c and sent into • Jn 10:36

CONSIDER

For c what great things he has done • 1 Sm 12:24

let them c the steadfast love of the • Ps 107:43

the Lord of hosts: C your ways. • Hg 1:5

C the lilies, how they grow: they • Lk 12:27

So you also must c yourselves dead • Rom 6:11

C him who endured from sinners such • Heb 12:3

CONSOLATION

and devout, waiting for the c of Israel, • Lk 2:25

and encouragement and c. • 1 Cor 14:3

CONSPICUOUS

So also good works are c, and even • 1 Tm 5:25

CONSPIRACY

“Do not call c all that this people calls • Is 8:12

CONSTANT

discernment trained by c practice to • Heb 5:14

CONSULT

Whom did he c, and who made him • Is 40:14

CONSUME

I will c your uncleanness out of you. • Ezk 22:15

come down from heaven and c them?” • Lk 9:54

“Zeal for your house will c me.” • Jn 2:17

CONSUMED

the bush was burning, yet it was not c. • Ex 3:2

of his jealousy, all the earth shall be c; • Zep 1:18

that you are not c by one another. • Gal 5:15

CONSUMING

For the Lord your God is a c fire, • Dt 4:24

for our God is a c fire. • Heb 12:29

CONTAIN

the world itself could not c the books • Jn 21:25

CONTEMPT

When wickedness comes, c comes also, • Prv 18:3

and some to shame and everlasting c. • Dn 12:2

and treated others with c: • Lk 18:9

treated him with c and mocked him. • Lk 23:11

own harm and holding him up to c. • Heb 6:6

CONTENT

accusation, and be c with your wages.” • Lk 3:14

then, I am c with weaknesses, • 2 Cor 12:10

in whatever situation I am to be c. • Phil 4:11

and clothing, with these we will be c. • 1 Tm 6:8

and be c with what you have, • Heb 13:5

CONTENTIOUS

If anyone is inclined to be c, we have • 1 Cor 11:16

CONTINUAL

cheerful of heart has a c feast. • Prv 15:15

not beat me down by her c coming.’” • Lk 18:5

CONTINUALLY

thoughts of his heart was only evil c. • Gn 6:5

his strength; seek his presence c! • 1 Chr 16:11

his praise shall c be in my mouth. • Ps 34:1

were c in the temple blessing God. • Lk 24:53

to the people, and prayed c to God. • Acts 10:2

CONTINUE

but c in the fear of the Lord • Prv 23:17

urged them to c in the grace of God. • Acts 13:43

Are we to c in sin that grace may • Rom 6:1

if indeed you c in the faith, stable and • Col 1:23

c in what you have learned • 2 Tm 3:14

CONTRARY

preach to you a gospel c to the one • Gal 1:8

Is the law then c to the promises of God? • Gal 3:21

for reviling, but on the c, bless, • 1 Pt 3:9

CONTRIBUTION

of Israel, that they take for me a c. • Ex 25:2

pleased to make some c for the poor • Rom 15:26

the generosity of your c for them • 2 Cor 9:13

CONTRITE

a broken and c heart, O God, • Ps 51:17

also with him who is of a c and lowly • Is 57:15

he who is humble and c in spirit • Is 66:2

CONTROL

my body and keep it under c, • 1 Cor 9:27

how to c his own body in holiness • 1 Thes 4:4

CONTROLS

For the love of Christ c us, • 2 Cor 5:14

CONVICT

he will c the world concerning sin • Jn 16:8

judgment on all and to c all the ungodly • Jude 15

CONVICTION

in the Holy Spirit and with full c. • 1 Thes 1:5

hoped for, the c of things not seen. • Heb 11:1

CONVINCED

will they be c if someone should rise • Lk 16:31

for they are c that John was a prophet.” • Lk 20:6

fully c that God was able to do • Rom 4:21

C of this, I know that I will remain • Phil 1:25

COPY

write for himself in a book a c of this law, • Dt 17:18

They serve a c and shadow of • Heb 8:5

CORDS

I led them with c of kindness, • Hos 11:4

making a whip of c, he drove them • Jn 2:15

CORNELIUS

Caesarea there was a man named C, • Acts 10:1

CORNERSTONE

were its bases sunk, or who laid its c, • Jb 38:6

the builders rejected has become the c. • Ps 118:22

a precious c, of a sure foundation: • Is 28:16

From him shall come the c, • Zec 10:4

the builders rejected has become the c; • Mt 21:42

which has become the c. • Acts 4:11

Jesus himself being the c, • Eph 2:20

the builders rejected has become the c,” • 1 Pt 2:7

CORRECTION

them, but they refused to take c. • Jer 5:3

She listens to no voice; she accepts no c. • Zep 3:2

for c, and for training in righteousness, • 2 Tm 3:16

CORRUPT

Now the earth was c in God’s sight, • Gn 6:11

were eager to make all their deeds c. • Zep 3:7

your former manner of life and is c • Eph 4:22

CORRUPTION

or let your holy one see c. • Ps 16:10

or let your Holy One see c. • Acts 2:27

his own flesh will from the flesh reap c, • Gal 6:8

but they themselves are slaves of c. • 2 Pt 2:19

COUNCIL

and the whole c were seeking false • Mt 26:59

them, they set them before the c. • Acts 5:27

And looking intently at the c, Paul • Acts 23:1

COUNSEL

that darkens c by words without • Jb 38:2

The c of the Lord stands • Ps 33:11

no c can avail against the Lord. • Prv 21:30

great in c and mighty in deed, whose • Jer 32:19

declaring to you the whole c of God. • Acts 20:27

all things according to the c of his will, • Eph 1:11

COUNSELOR

shall be called Wonderful C, • Is 9:6

of the Lord, or who has been his c?” • Rom 11:34

COUNSELORS

and in abundance of c there is victory. • Prv 24:6

COUNT

if one can c the dust of the earth, • Gn 13:16

If I would c them, they are more than • Ps 139:18

does not first sit down and c the cost, • Lk 14:28

whom the Lord will not c his sin.” • Rom 4:8

I c everything as loss because • Phil 3:8

C it all joy, my brothers, when • Jas 1:2

COUNTED

he c it to him as righteousness. • Gn 15:6

is why his faith was “c to him as • Rom 4:22

it was c to him as righteousness”? • Gal 3:6

I c as loss for the sake of Christ. • Phil 3:7

For Jesus has been c worthy of more • Heb 3:3

COUNTENANCE

the Lord lift up his c upon you • Nm 6:26

COUNTRY

“Go from your c and your kindred • Gn 12:1

it to tenants, and went into another c. • Mt 21:33

he had and took a journey into a far c, • Lk 15:13

went into a far c to receive for himself • Lk 19:12

COURAGE

Be strong, and let your heart take c, • Ps 31:24

strong and of good c.” And as he spoke • Dn 10:19

“Take c, for as you have testified • Acts 23:11

with full c now as always Christ • Phil 1:20

COURAGEOUS

Be strong and c. Do not fear or • Dt 31:6

Be strong and c, for you shall • Jos 1:6

COURT

“You shall make the c of the tabernacle. • Ex 27:9

do not hastily bring into c, for • Prv 25:8

Stand in the c of the Lord’s • Jer 26:2

c sat in judgment, and the books • Dn 7:10

while you are going with him to c, • Mt 5:25

and the ones who drag you into c? • Jas 2:6

COURTS

who shall build my house and my c, • 1 Chr 28:6

For a day in your c is better than a • Ps 84:10

and his c with praise! Give thanks • Ps 100:4

COVENANT

But I will establish my c with you, • Gn 6:18

the Lord made a c with Abram, • Gn 15:18

So shall my c be in your flesh an • Gn 17:13

God remembered his c with Abraham, • Ex 2:24

their generations, as a c forever. • Ex 31:16

observed your word and kept your c. • Dt 33:9

he has made with me an everlasting c, • 2 Sm 23:5

The Lord made a c with them • 2 Kgs 17:35

Therefore let us make a c with our God • Ezr 10:3

faithfulness, for those who keep his c • Ps 25:10

I will make with you an everlasting c, • Is 55:3

I will make a new c with the house of • Jer 31:31

I will make a c of peace with them. • Ezk 37:26

annulling the c that I had made with • Zec 11:10

for this is my blood of the c, • Mt 26:28

“This cup is the new c in my blood. • 1 Cor 11:25

read the old c, that same veil remains • 2 Cor 3:14

makes Jesus the guarantor of a better c. • Heb 7:22

new c, he makes the first one obsolete. • Heb 8:13

and to Jesus, the mediator of a new c, • Heb 12:24

the ark of his c was seen within his • Rv 11:19

COVENANTS

the c, the giving of the law, • Rom 9:4

these women are two c. • Gal 4:24

COVER

and I will c you with my hand until I • Ex 33:22

He will c you with his pinions, and • Ps 91:4

I say, “Surely the darkness shall c me, • Ps 139:11

‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘C us.’ • Lk 23:30

COVERED

is forgiven, whose sin is c. • Ps 32:1

is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing c. • Prv 11:13

Nothing is c up that will not be • Lk 12:2

are forgiven, and whose sins are c; • Rom 4:7

prophesies with his head c dishonors • 1 Cor 11:4

COVERS

Whoever c an offense seeks love, • Prv 17:9

since love c a multitude of sins. • 1 Pt 4:8

COVET

“You shall not c your neighbor’s • Ex 20:17

They c fields and seize them, • Mi 2:2

You shall not c,” and any other • Rom 13:9

You c and cannot obtain, so you fight • Jas 4:2

COVETOUSNESS

be on your guard against all c, • Lk 12:15

produced in me all kinds of c. • Rom 7:8

all impurity or c must not even be • Eph 5:3

impurity, passion, evil desire, and c, • Col 3:5

CRAFTINESS

He catches the wise in their own c, • Jb 5:13

“He catches the wise in their c,” • 1 Cor 3:19

CRAVES

soul of the sluggard c and gets nothing, • Prv 13:4

All day long he c and c, but • Prv 21:26

CREATE

C in me a clean heart, O God, • Ps 51:10

I form light and c darkness, I make • Is 45:7

I c new heavens and a new earth, • Is 65:17

that he might c in himself one new man • Eph 2:15

CREATED

God c the heavens and the earth. • Gn 1:1

So God c man in his own image, • Gn 1:27

Male and female he c them, and he • Gn 5:2

For he commanded and they were c. • Ps 148:5

Lord, who c the heavens and • Is 42:5

read that he who c them from the • Mt 19:4

of the creation that God c until now, • Mk 13:19

Neither was man c for woman, but • 1 Cor 11:9

c in Christ Jesus for good works, • Eph 2:10

hidden for ages in God who c all things, • Eph 3:9

For by him all things were c, in heaven • Col 1:16

For everything c by God is good, • 1 Tm 4:4

the universe was c by the word of God, • Heb 11:3

honor and power, for you c all things, • Rv 4:11

who c heaven and what is in it, • Rv 10:6

CREATION

beginning of c, ‘God made them male • Mk 10:6

For the c waits with eager longing • Rom 8:19

in Christ, he is a new c. The old has • 2 Cor 5:17

nor uncircumcision, but a new c. • Gal 6:15

the invisible God, the firstborn of all c. • Col 1:15

true witness, the beginning of God’s c. • Rv 3:14

CREATOR

Remember also your C in the days of • Eccl 12:1

God, the C of the ends of the earth. • Is 40:28

served the creature rather than the C, • Rom 1:25

in knowledge after the image of its c. • Col 3:10

souls to a faithful C while doing good. • 1 Pt 4:19

CREATURE

whatever the man called every living c, • Gn 2:19

For the life of every c is its blood: • Lv 17:14

Each c had two wings, each of which • Ezk 1:11

And no c is hidden from his sight, but • Heb 4:13

CREATURES

bring forth living c according to their • Gn 1:24

the earth is full of your c. • Ps 104:24

of it came the likeness of four living c. • Ezk 1:5

should be a kind of firstfruits of his c. • Jas 1:18

c of instinct, born to be caught • 2 Pt 2:12

and the four living c fell down and • Rv 19:4

CRIED

I c to you for help, and you • Ps 30:2

left alone, I fell upon my face, and c, • Ezk 9:8

the ninth hour Jesus c out with a loud • Mt 27:46

Once more they c out, “Hallelujah! • Rv 19:3

CRIMINAL

suffering, bound with chains as a c. • 2 Tm 2:9

CRIMINALS

there they crucified him, and the c, • Lk 23:33

CRIPPLED

saw the mute speaking, the c healthy, • Mt 15:31

better for you to enter life c • Mt 18:8

a good deed done to a c man, • Acts 4:9

CROOKED

they are a c and twisted generation. • Dt 32:5

The way of the guilty is c, • Prv 21:8

the c shall become straight, • Lk 3:5

without blemish in the midst of a c • Phil 2:15

CROPS

but abundant c come by the strength • Prv 14:4

for I have nowhere to store my c?’ • Lk 12:17

ought to have the first share of the c. • 2 Tm 2:6

CROSS

whoever does not take his c and follow • Mt 10:38

let him come down now from the c, • Mt 27:42

but standing by the c of Jesus were his • Jn 19:25

lest the c of Christ be emptied of its • 1 Cor 1:17

For the word of the c is folly to those • 1 Cor 1:18

boast except in the c of our Lord • Gal 6:14

point of death, even death on a c. • Phil 2:8

set aside, nailing it to the c. • Col 2:14

that was set before him endured the c, • Heb 12:2

CROWD

compassion on the c because they • Mt 15:32

could not get near him because of the c, • Mk 2:4

And all the c sought to touch him, for • Lk 6:19

withdrawn, as there was a c in the place. • Jn 5:13

CROWDS

Then he ordered the c to sit down on • Mt 14:19

and great c gathered to hear him and to • Lk 5:15

CROWN

you set a c of fine gold upon his head. • Ps 21:3

You shall be a c of beauty in the hand • Is 62:3

wearing the c of thorns and the purple • Jn 19:5

whom I love and long for, my joy and c, • Phil 4:1

laid up for me the c of righteousness, • 2 Tm 4:8

the test he will receive the c of life, • Jas 1:12

receive the unfading c of glory. • 1 Pt 5:4

and I will give you the c of life. • Rv 2:10

CROWNED

heavenly beings and c him with glory • Ps 8:5

An athlete is not c unless he competes • 2 Tm 2:5

Jesus, c with glory and honor because • Heb 2:9

CROWNS

who c you with steadfast love and • Ps 103:4

They cast their c before the throne, • Rv 4:10

CRUCIFIED

mocked and flogged and c, • Mt 20:19

I know that you seek Jesus who was c. • Mt 28:5

is called The Skull, there they c him, • Lk 23:33

of sinful men and be c and on the third • Lk 24:7

There they c him, and with him two • Jn 19:18

this Jesus whom you c.” • Acts 2:36

know that our old self was c with him • Rom 6:6

but we preach Christ c, • 1 Cor 1:23

For he was c in weakness, but lives • 2 Cor 13:4

I have been c with Christ. • Gal 2:20

by which the world has been c to me, • Gal 6:14

where their Lord was c. • Rv 11:8

CRUCIFY

him and led him away to c him. • Mt 27:31

“C, c him!” • Lk 23:21

“Shall I c your King?” The chief • Jn 19:15

CRUCIFYING

since they are c once again the Son of • Heb 6:6

CRUSH

They c your people, O Lord, • Ps 94:5

the will of the Lord to c him; • Is 53:10

who oppress the poor, who c the needy, • Am 4:1

when it falls on anyone, it will c him.” • Mt 21:44

The God of peace will soon c Satan • Rom 16:20

CRUSHED

brokenhearted and saves the c in spirit. • Ps 34:18

but by sorrow of heart the spirit is c. • Prv 15:13

but a c spirit dries up the bones. • Prv 17:22

but not c; perplexed, but not • 2 Cor 4:8

CRY

he inclined to me and heard my c. • Ps 40:1

I rise before dawn and c for help; • Ps 119:147

He will not c aloud or lift up his voice, • Is 42:2

They do not c to me from the heart, • Hos 7:14

He will not quarrel or c aloud, • Mt 12:19

Jesus uttered a loud c and breathed his • Mk 15:37

silent, the very stones would c out.” • Lk 19:40

CRYSTAL

expanse, shining like awe-inspiring c, • Ezk 1:22

river of the water of life, bright as c, • Rv 22:1

CUP

is my chosen portion and my c; • Ps 16:5

head with oil; my c overflows. • Ps 23:5

my hand this c of the wine of wrath, • Jer 25:15

little ones even a c of cold water • Mt 10:42

you clean the outside of the c • Mt 23:25

if it be possible, let this c pass • Mt 26:39

shall I not drink the c that the Father • Jn 18:11

“This c is the new covenant • 1 Cor 11:25

full strength into the c of his anger, • Rv 14:10

CURE

He would c him of his leprosy.” • 2 Kgs 5:3

he is not able to c you or heal your • Hos 5:13

over all demons and to c diseases, • Lk 9:1

CURED

troubled with unclean spirits were c. • Lk 6:18

had diseases also came and were c. • Acts 28:9

CURSE

“I will never again c the ground • Gn 8:21

and him who dishonors you I will c, • Gn 12:3

revile God, nor c a ruler of your people. • Ex 22:28

The Lord’s c is on the house of • Prv 3:33

You are cursed with a c, for you are • Mal 3:9

began to invoke a c on himself and to • Mt 26:74

of the law by becoming a c for us • Gal 3:13

with it we c people who are made in • Jas 3:9

CURSED

c is the ground because of you; • Gn 3:17

The fig tree that you c has withered.” • Mk 11:21

“C is everyone who is hanged on a” • Gal 3:13

and they c the name of God who had • Rv 16:9

CURSES

If one c his father or his mother, his • Prv 20:20

mouth is full of c and bitterness.” • Rom 3:14

CURTAIN

length of each c shall be twenty-eight • Ex 26:2

who stretches out the heavens like a c, • Is 40:22

the c of the temple was torn in two, • Mt 27:51

that he opened for us through the c, • Heb 10:20

CUT

“I am c off from your sight.” But you • Ps 31:22

considered that he was c off out of the • Is 53:8

everlasting name that shall not be c off. • Is 56:5

you to sin, c it off and throw it away. • Mt 5:30

of the high priest and c off his ear. • Mt 26:51

they heard this they were c to the heart, • Acts 2:37

CYMBAL

I am a noisy gong or a clanging c. • 1 Cor 13:1

CYRUS

“Thus says C king of Persia, • 2 Chr 36:23

In the first year of C king of Persia, • Ezr 1:1

was there until the first year of King C. • Dn 1:21

	


D (TOP)

DAGON

offer a great sacrifice to D their god • Jgs 16:23

it into the house of D and set it up • 1 Sm 5:2

DAILY

twice as much as they gather d.” • Ex 16:5

Blessed be the Lord, who d bears us up; • Ps 68:19

Give us this day our d bread, • Mt 6:11

and take up his cross d and follow me. • Lk 9:23

examining the Scriptures d to see if • Acts 17:11

DAMASCUS

him for letters to the synagogues at D, • Acts 9:2

DAN

Therefore she called his name D. • Gn 30:6

“D shall judge his people as one of the • Gn 49:16

And the people of D set up the carved • Jgs 18:30

DANCE

Praise him with tambourine and d; • Ps 150:4

a time to mourn, and a time to d; • Eccl 3:4

for you, and you did not d; we sang a • Mt 11:17

DANCED

And David d before the Lord • 2 Sm 6:14

daughter of Herodias d before the • Mt 14:6

DANCING

the camp and saw the calf and the d, • Ex 32:19

turned for me my mourning into d; • Ps 30:11

Let them praise his name with d, • Ps 149:3

our d has been turned to mourning. • Lam 5:15

DANGER

The prudent sees d and hides himself, • Prv 27:12

frequent journeys, in d from rivers, • 2 Cor 11:26

DANIEL

even if Noah, D, and Job were in it, • Ezk 14:20

D he called Belteshazzar, • Dn 1:7

And God gave D favor and compassion • Dn 1:9

Then this D became distinguished • Dn 6:3

D was brought and cast into the den • Dn 6:16

desolation spoken of by the prophet D, • Mt 24:15

DARE

good person one would d even to die • Rom 5:7

DARIUS

even until the reign of D king of Persia. • Ezr 4:5

And D the Mede received the kingdom, • Dn 5:31

In the second year of D the king, in the • Hg 1:1

DARK

even the darkness is not d to you; • Ps 139:12

body is full of light, having no part d, • Lk 11:36

whatever you have said in the d shall • Lk 12:3

to the tomb early, while it was still d, • Jn 20:1

DARKENED

the whole land, so that the land was d, • Ex 10:15

that tribulation, the sun will be d, • Mk 13:24

and their foolish hearts were d. • Rom 1:21

They are d in their understanding, • Eph 4:18

DARKNESS

was pitch d in all the land of Egypt • Ex 10:22

who walked in d have seen a great • Is 9:2

The sun shall be turned to d, • Jl 2:31

the people dwelling in d have seen • Mt 4:16

is bad, your whole body will be full of d. • Mt 6:23

will be thrown into the outer d. • Mt 8:12

loved the d rather than the light • Jn 3:19

Whoever follows me will not walk in d, • Jn 8:12

Or what fellowship has light with d? • 2 Cor 6:14

for at one time you were d, but now • Eph 5:8

God is light, and in him is no d at all. • 1 Jn 1:5

chains under gloomy d until the • Jude 6

and its kingdom was plunged into d. • Rv 16:10

DAUGHTER

“Please tell me whose d you are. • Gn 24:23

shall transfer his inheritance to his d. • Nm 27:8

year to lament the d of Jephthah the • Jgs 11:40

For the wound of the d of my people is • Jer 8:21

about you: ‘Like mother, like d.’ • Ezk 16:44

Rejoice greatly, O d of Zion! Shout • Zec 9:9

“My d has just died, but come and • Mt 9:18

his father, and a d against her mother, • Mt 10:35

“D, your faith has made you well; • Mk 5:34

DAUGHTERS

Jesus said, “D of Jerusalem, do not • Lk 23:28

and you shall be sons and d to me, • 2 Cor 6:18

DAVID

was the father of Jesse, the father of D. • Ru 4:17

Spirit of the Lord rushed upon D • 1 Sm 16:13

and there they anointed D king over • 2 Sm 2:4

D said to Nathan, “I have sinned • 2 Sm 12:13

And D built there an altar to the • 2 Sm 24:25

D said to Solomon, “My son, I had • 1 Chr 22:7

anointed, to D and his offspring forever. • Ps 18:50

covenant, my steadfast, sure love for D. • Is 55:3

the son of D, the son of Abraham. • Mt 1:1

“Have mercy on us, Son of D.” • Mt 9:27

to the city of D, which is called • Lk 2:4

Christ comes from the offspring of D, • Jn 7:42

risen from the dead, the offspring of D, • 2 Tm 2:8

of D and Samuel and the prophets • Heb 11:32

of Judah, the Root of D, has conquered, • Rv 5:5

I am the root and the descendant of D, • Rv 22:16

DAY

God called the light D, and the • Gn 1:5

for it is a D of Atonement, to make • Lv 23:28

in a pillar of cloud by d and in a pillar • Nm 14:14

There has been no d like it before or • Jos 10:14

This is the d that the Lord has • Ps 118:24

you do not know what a d may bring. • Prv 27:1

for the d of the Lord is near; • Is 13:6

For the d of the Lord is great • Jl 2:11

For the d of the Lord is near • Ob 15

And there shall be a unique d, which is • Zec 14:7

But who can endure the d of his coming, • Mal 3:2

do not know on what d your Lord is • Mt 24:42

given me, but raise it up on the last d. • Jn 6:39

manifest, for the D will disclose it, • 1 Cor 3:13

spirit may be saved in the d of the Lord. • 1 Cor 5:5

were sealed for the d of redemption. • Eph 4:30

it to completion at the d of Jesus Christ. • Phil 1:6

d of the Lord will come like a thief • 1 Thes 5:2

that he is able to guard until that D • 2 Tm 1:12

more as you see the D drawing near. • Heb 10:25

with the Lord one d is as a thousand • 2 Pt 3:8

battle on the great d of God the • Rv 16:14

DAYS

for he is flesh: his d shall be 120 years.” • Gn 6:3

he shall read in it all the d of his life, • Dt 17:19

in those d I will pour out my Spirit. • Jl 2:29

be killed, and after three d rise again. • Mk 8:31

use of the time, because the d are evil. • Eph 5:16

that in the last d there will come times • 2 Tm 3:1

but in these last d he has spoken to us • Heb 1:2

scoffers will come in the last d with • 2 Pt 3:3

DEACONS

at Philippi, with the overseers and d: • Phil 1:1

D likewise must be dignified, not • 1 Tm 3:8

Let d each be the husband of one • 1 Tm 3:12

DEAD

he stood between the d and the living, • Nm 16:48

I have been forgotten like one who is d; • Ps 31:12

Your d shall live; their bodies shall rise. • Is 26:19

leave the d to bury their own d.” • Mt 8:22

disciples that he has risen from the d, • Mt 28:7

He is not God of the d, but of the living. • Mk 12:27

do you seek the living among the d? • Lk 24:5

But God raised him from the d, • Acts 13:30

Christ to suffer and to rise from the d, • Acts 17:3

who raised from the d Jesus our Lord, • Rom 4:24

must consider yourselves d to sin • Rom 6:11

For if the d are not raised, • 1 Cor 15:16

And you were d in the trespasses • Eph 2:1

may attain the resurrection from the d. • Phil 3:11

of God, who raised him from the d. • Col 2:12

And the d in Christ will rise first. • 1 Thes 4:16

who is to judge the living and the d, • 2 Tm 4:1

faith apart from works is d. • Jas 2:26

ready to judge the living and the d. • 1 Pt 4:5

And the d were judged by what was • Rv 20:12

DEADLY

He delivered us from such a d peril, • 2 Cor 1:10

tongue. It is a restless evil, full of d • Jas 3:8

DEAF

Who makes him mute, or d, or seeing, • Ex 4:11

In that day the d shall hear the words • Is 29:18

“You mute and d spirit, I command • Mk 9:25

DEAL

we will d kindly and faithfully with • Jos 2:14

his prayer not to d with you according • Jb 42:8

children who will not d falsely.” • Is 63:8

I will d with you as you have done, • Ezk 16:59

DEATH

that I have set before you life and d, • Dt 30:19

if anything but d parts me from you.” • Ru 1:17

through the valley of the shadow of d, • Ps 23:4

For you have delivered my soul from d, • Ps 56:13

the Lord is the d of his saints. • Ps 116:15

Her feet go down to d; her steps follow • Prv 5:5

to a man, but its end is the way to d. • Prv 14:12

upon your arm, for love is strong as d, • Sg 8:6

He will swallow up d forever; • Is 25:8

I have no pleasure in the d of anyone, • Ezk 18:32

O D, where are your plagues? • Hos 13:14

who will not taste d until they see the • Mt 16:28

but has passed from d to life. • Jn 5:24

keeps my word, he will never see d.” • Jn 8:51

reconciled to God by the d of his Son, • Rom 5:10

For the wages of sin is d, but the free • Rom 6:23

Christ Jesus from the law of sin and d. • Rom 8:2

I am sure that neither d nor life, • Rom 8:38

“O d, where is your victory? • 1 Cor 15:55

point of d, even d on a cross. • Phil 2:8

sufferings, becoming like him in his d, • Phil 3:10

Put to d therefore what is earthly in • Col 3:5

through d he might destroy the one • Heb 2:14

when it is fully grown brings forth d. • Jas 1:15

we have passed out of d into life, • 1 Jn 3:14

There is sin that leads to d; • 1 Jn 5:16

they loved not their lives even unto d. • Rv 12:11

Over such the second d has no power, • Rv 20:6

This is the second d, the lake of fire. • Rv 20:14

from their eyes, and d shall be no more, • Rv 21:4

DEBASED

gave them up to a d mind to do what • Rom 1:28

DEBAUCHERY

and not open to the charge of d • Ti 1:6

do not join them in the same flood of d, • 1 Pt 4:4

DEBORAH

Now D, a prophetess, the wife • Jgs 4:4

DEBT

I forgave you all that d because you • Mt 18:32

by canceling the record of d that stood • Col 2:14

DEBTORS

“A certain moneylender had two d. • Lk 7:41

summoning his master’s d one by one, • Lk 16:5

we are d, not to the flesh, to live • Rom 8:12

DEBTS

“Go, sell the oil and pay your d, • 2 Kgs 4:7

and forgive us our d, as we also have • Mt 6:12

DECEIT

and in whose spirit there is no d. • Ps 32:2

D is in the heart of those who devise • Prv 12:20

and there was no d in his mouth. • Is 53:9

d, sensuality, envy, slander, • Mk 7:22

full of envy, murder, strife, d, • Rom 1:29

neither was d found in his mouth. • 1 Pt 2:22

DECEITFUL

Charm is d, and beauty is vain, but a • Prv 31:30

The heart is d above all things, • Jer 17:9

false apostles, d workmen, disguising • 2 Cor 11:13

DECEITFULNESS

cares of the world and the d of riches • Mt 13:22

may be hardened by the d of sin. • Heb 3:13

DECEIVE

d us, saying, ‘We are very far from • Jos 9:22

diviners who are among you d you, • Jer 29:8

Let no one d himself. If anyone • 1 Cor 3:18

Let no one d you with empty words, • Eph 5:6

we d ourselves, and the truth • 1 Jn 1:8

will come out to d the nations that are • Rv 20:8

DECEIVED

“The serpent d me, and I ate.” • Gn 3:13

Take care lest your heart be d, • Dt 11:16

Do not be d: “Bad company ruins • 1 Cor 15:33

Do not be d: God is not mocked, • Gal 6:7

not d, but the woman was d • 1 Tm 2:14

DECEIVER

Such a one is the d and the antichrist. • 2 Jn 7

Satan, the d of the whole world • Rv 12:9

DECEIVERS

empty talkers and d, especially • Ti 1:10

For many d have gone out into the • 2 Jn 7

DECEIVES

when he is nothing, he d himself. • Gal 6:3

not bridle his tongue but d his heart, • Jas 1:26

of the beast it d those who dwell on • Rv 13:14

DECEIVING

his way, but the folly of fools is d. • Prv 14:8

bad to worse, d and being deceived. • 2 Tm 3:13

DECISION

but its every d is from the Lord. • Prv 16:33

the d by the word of the holy ones, • Dn 4:17

Lord is near in the valley of d. • Jl 3:14

For my d is to gather nations, to • Zep 3:8

DECLARE

The heavens d the glory of God, • Ps 19:1

to d your steadfast love in the morning, • Ps 92:2

D his glory among the nations, his • Ps 96:3

and new things I now d; before they • Is 42:9

d how much God has done for you.” • Lk 8:39

D these things; exhort and rebuke • Ti 2:15

DECREASE

He must increase, but I must d.” • Jn 3:30

DECREED

Whatever is d by the God of heaven, • Ezr 7:23

which God d before the ages for our • 1 Cor 2:7

DEDICATION

celebrated the d of this house of God • Ezr 6:16

time the Feast of D took place at • Jn 10:22

DEED

God will bring every d into judgment, • Eccl 12:14

what good d must I do to have eternal • Mt 19:16

Lord will rescue me from every evil d • 2 Tm 4:18

let us not love in word or talk but in d • 1 Jn 3:18

DEEDS

awesome in glorious d, doing wonders? • Ex 15:11

make known his d among the peoples! • Ps 105:1

all our righteous d are like a polluted • Is 64:6

They do all their d to be seen by • Mt 23:5

are receiving the due reward of our d; • Lk 23:41

d in keeping with their repentance. • Acts 26:20

impartially according to each one’s d, • 1 Pt 1:17

may see your good d and glorify God • 1 Pt 2:12

linen is the righteous d of the saints. • Rv 19:8

DEEP

and darkness was over the face of the d. • Gn 1:2

the fountains of the great d burst forth, • Gn 7:11

He makes the d boil like a pot; he makes • Jb 41:31

D calls to d at the roar of your • Ps 42:7

he drew a circle on the face of the d, • Prv 8:27

to draw water with, and the well is d. • Jn 4:11

DEER

As a d pants for flowing streams, • Ps 42:1

DEFEND

For I will d this city to save it, for my • 2 Kgs 19:34

d the rights of the poor and needy. • Prv 31:9

they do not d the rights of the needy. • Jer 5:28

how you should d yourself or what you • Lk 12:11

DEFENSE

I am put here for the d of the gospel. • Phil 1:16

being prepared to make a d to anyone • 1 Pt 3:15

DEFILE

resolved that he would not d himself • Dn 1:8

These are what d a person. • Mt 15:20

DEFILED

The earth lies d under its inhabitants; • Is 24:5

you d my land and made my heritage • Jer 2:7

and their conscience, being weak, is d. • 1 Cor 8:7

DEFRAUDED

And if I have d anyone of anything, I • Lk 19:8

suffer wrong? Why not rather be d? • 1 Cor 6:7

DELAY

not far off, and my salvation will not d; • Is 46:13

Will he d long over them? • Lk 18:7

upon the earth fully and without d.” • Rom 9:28

coming one will come and will not d; • Heb 10:37

that there would be no more d, • Rv 10:6

DELAYED

people saw that Moses d to come down • Ex 32:1

says to himself, ‘My master is d,’ • Mt 24:48

As the bridegroom was d, they all • Mt 25:5

DELIGHT

his d is in the law of the Lord, • Ps 1:2

D yourself in the Lord, • Ps 37:4

For you will not d in sacrifice, or I • Ps 51:16

to me a joy and the d of my heart, • Jer 15:16

For I d in the law of God, in my inner • Rom 7:22

DELIGHTS

them drink from the river of your d. • Ps 36:8

you are, O loved one, with all your d! • Sg 7:6

my chosen, in whom my soul d; • Is 42:1

forever, because he d in steadfast love. • Mi 7:18

DELILAH

So D said to Samson, “Please tell me • Jgs 16:6

DELIVER

I have come down to d them out of the • Ex 3:8

there is none that can d out of my hand. • Dt 32:39

“He trusts in the Lord; let him d • Ps 22:8

but d us from evil. • Mt 6:13

He trusts in God; let God d him now, • Mt 27:43

gave himself for our sins to d us • Gal 1:4

DELIVERANCE

you surround me with shouts of d. • Ps 32:7

Jesus Christ this will turn out for my d, • Phil 1:19

DELIVERED

For you have d my soul from death, • Ps 56:13

Son of Man will be d up to be crucified.” • Mt 26:2

who was d up for our trespasses • Rom 4:25

He d us from such a deadly peril, • 2 Cor 1:10

He has d us from the domain of • Col 1:13

and that we may be d from wicked • 2 Thes 3:2

DELIVERER

the Lord raised up a d for the • Jgs 3:9

my rock and my fortress and my d, • Ps 18:2

“The D will come from Zion, • Rom 11:26

DELIVERS

the Lord hears and d them out • Ps 34:17

but righteousness d from death. • Prv 10:2

when he d the kingdom to God • 1 Cor 15:24

d us from the wrath to come. • 1 Thes 1:10

DELUSION

breath; those of high estate are a d; • Ps 62:9

Behold, they are all a d; their works • Is 41:29

God sends them a strong d, • 2 Thes 2:11

DEMAND

away your goods do not d them back. • Lk 6:30

DEMON

And when the d had been cast out, • Mt 9:33

daughter is severely oppressed by a d.” • Mt 15:22

man who had the spirit of an unclean d, • Lk 4:33

he was casting out a d that was mute. • Lk 11:14

words of one who is oppressed by a d. • Jn 10:21

DEMON-OPPRESSED

a d man who was mute was brought • Mt 9:32

Then a d man who was blind • Mt 12:22

DEMON-POSSESSED

two d men met him, coming out • Mt 8:28

what had happened to the d men. • Mt 8:33

DEMONIC

above, but is earthly, unspiritual, d. • Jas 3:15

For they are d spirits, performing signs, • Rv 16:14

DEMONS

They sacrificed to d that were no gods, • Dt 32:17

sons and their daughters to the d; • Ps 106:37

And if I cast out d by Beelzebul, by • Mt 12:27

they cast out many d and anointed • Mk 6:13

and authority over all d and to cure • Lk 9:1

they offer to d and not to God. • 1 Cor 10:20

to deceitful spirits and teachings of d, • 1 Tm 4:1

Even the d believeand shudder! • Jas 2:19

DEN

become a d of robbers in your eyes? • Jer 7:11

brought and cast into the d of lions. • Dn 6:16

but you make it a d of robbers.” • Mt 21:13

DENARIUS

agreeing with the laborers for a d a day, • Mt 20:2

Bring me a d and let me look at it.” • Mk 12:15

DENIED

Peter again d it, and at once a rooster • Jn 18:27

he has d the faith and is worse than an • 1 Tm 5:8

kept my word and have not d my name. • Rv 3:8

DENIES

but whoever d me before men, I also • Mt 10:33

No one who d the Son has the Father. • 1 Jn 2:23

DENY

let him d himself and take up his cross • Lk 9:23

you will d me three times.” • Lk 22:61

if we d him, he also will d us; • 2 Tm 2:12

profess to know God, but they d him • Ti 1:16

into sensuality and d our only Master • Jude 4

my name, and you did not d my faith • Rv 2:13

DENYING

and d the Lord, and turning • Is 59:13

of godliness, but d its power. Avoid • 2 Tm 3:5

even d the Master who bought them, • 2 Pt 2:1

DEPART

lest they d from your heart all the days • Dt 4:9

d from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ • Mt 7:23

say to those on his left, ‘D from me, • Mt 25:41

“D from me, for I am a sinful man, • Lk 5:8

later times some will d from the faith • 1 Tm 4:1

DEPARTURE

appeared in glory and spoke of his d, • Lk 9:31

that after my d fierce wolves will • Acts 20:29

and the time of my d has come. • 2 Tm 4:6

so that after my d you may be able • 2 Pt 1:15

DEPENDS

That is why it d on faith, in order • Rom 4:16

righteousness from God that d on faith • Phil 3:9

DEPRAVED

are d in mind and deprived of the truth, • 1 Tm 6:5

DEPRAVITY

her nakedness; they are relatives; it is d. • Lv 18:17

DEPRIVE

wicked or to d the righteous of justice. • Prv 18:5

a bribe, and d the innocent of his right! • Is 5:23

Do not d one another, except perhaps • 1 Cor 7:5

DEPTH

sprang up, since they had no d of soil, • Mt 13:5

nor height nor d, nor anything else in • Rom 8:39

Oh, the d of the riches and wisdom • Rom 11:33

DEPTHS

they went down into the d like a stone. • Ex 15:5

In his hand are the d of the earth; the • Ps 95:4

Lord, from the d of the pit; • Lam 3:55

cast all our sins into the d of the sea. • Mi 7:19

everything, even the d of God. • 1 Cor 2:10

DESCEND

“I saw the Spirit d from heaven like a • Jn 1:32

‘Who will d into the abyss?’” (that is, • Rom 10:7

DESCENDANTS

All the d of Jacob were seventy • Ex 1:5

Lord rejected all the d of Israel • 2 Kgs 17:20

it forever to the d of Abraham your • 2 Chr 20:7

offspring, and my blessing on your d. • Is 44:3

were born d as many as the stars of • Heb 11:12

DESCENDED

and the Holy Spirit d on him in bodily • Lk 3:22

He who d is the one who also ascended • Eph 4:10

DESCENDING

saw the Spirit of God d like a dove • Mt 3:16

and something like a great sheet d, • Acts 10:11

DESERT

He turns a d into pools of water, • Ps 107:35

the d shall rejoice and blossom like the • Is 35:1

in the wilderness, and streams in the d; • Is 35:6

DESIRE

Its d is for you, but you must rule over • Gn 4:7

had sought him with their whole d, • 2 Chr 15:15

you hear the d of the afflicted; • Ps 10:17

grant you your heart’s d and fulfill all • Ps 20:4

He fulfills the d of those who fear him; • Ps 145:19

and nothing you d can compare with • Prv 3:15

the d of the righteous will be granted. • Prv 10:24

A d fulfilled is sweet to the soul, • Prv 13:19

D without knowledge is not good, • Prv 19:2

I am my beloved’s, and his d is for me. • Sg 7:10

and satisfy the d of the afflicted, • Is 58:10

For I d steadfast love and not sacrifice, • Hos 6:6

‘I d mercy, and not sacrifice.’ • Mt 9:13

but having his d under control, • 1 Cor 7:37

My d is to depart and be with Christ, • Phil 1:23

d a better country, that is, a heavenly • Heb 11:16

lured and enticed by his own d. • Jas 1:14

DESIRED

More to be d are they than gold, • Ps 19:10

And whatever my eyes d I did not keep • Eccl 2:10

many prophets and kings d to see what • Lk 10:24

DESIRES

he will give you the d of your heart. • Ps 37:4

For the d of the flesh are against • Gal 5:17

world is passing away along with its d, • 1 Jn 2:17

following their own sinful d; • Jude 16

let the one who d take the water of life • Rv 22:17

DESOLATE

lest the land become d and the wild • Ex 23:29

set up the abomination that makes d. • Dn 11:31

went away in the boat to a d place • Mk 6:32

he would withdraw to d places and pray. • Lk 5:16

DESOLATION

they should become a d and a curse, • 2 Kgs 22:19

see the abomination of d spoken of by • Mt 24:15

then know that its d has come near. • Lk 21:20

DESOLATIONS

how he has brought d on the earth. • Ps 46:8

there shall be war. D are decreed. • Dn 9:26

DESPAIR

broken my heart, so that I am in d. • Ps 69:20

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to d; • 2 Cor 4:8

DESPISE

therefore I d myself, and repent in dust • Jb 42:6

O priests, who d my name. • Mal 1:6

Or do you d the church of God and • 1 Cor 11:22

Let no one d you for your youth, • 1 Tm 4:12

DESPISED

d the word of the Holy One of Israel. • Is 5:24

He was d and rejected by men; • Is 53:3

chose what is low and d in the world, • 1 Cor 1:28

DESPISES

Whoever d the word brings • Prv 13:13

A fool d his father’s instruction, • Prv 15:5

DESTINED

know that we are d for this. • 1 Thes 3:3

For God has not d us for wrath, • 1 Thes 5:9

DESTITUTE

the right of the afflicted and the d. • Ps 82:3

regards the prayer of the d • Ps 102:17

d, afflicted, mistreated • Heb 11:37

DESTROY

Behold, I will d them with the earth. • Gn 6:13

Haman sought to d all the Jews, • Est 3:6

fear him who can d both soul and • Mt 10:28

thief comes only to steal and kill and d. • Jn 10:10

but have divine power to d strongholds. • 2 Cor 10:4

judge, he who is able to save and to d. • Jas 4:12

was to d the works of the devil. • 1 Jn 3:8

DESTROYED

set up a kingdom that shall never be d, • Dn 2:44

ark, and the flood came and d them all. • Lk 17:27

earthly home is d, we have a building • 2 Cor 5:1

of those who shrink back and are d, • Heb 10:39

DESTROYER

will not allow the d to enter your • Ex 12:23

did and were destroyed by the D. • 1 Cor 10:10

so that the D of the firstborn might • Heb 11:28

DESTROYS

lacks sense; he who does it d himself. • Prv 6:32

but one sinner d much good. • Eccl 9:18

no thief approaches and no moth d. • Lk 12:33

If anyone d God’s temple, God will • 1 Cor 3:17

DESTRUCTION

Pride goes before d, and a haughty • Prv 16:18

wide and the way is easy that leads to d, • Mt 7:13

vessels of wrath prepared for d, • Rom 9:22

peace and security,” then sudden d • 1 Thes 5:3

suffer the punishment of eternal d, • 2 Thes 1:9

DETERMINED

Since his days are d, and the number • Jb 14:5

“‘Have you not heard that I d it long • Is 37:26

of the earth, having d allotted periods • Acts 17:26

DETESTABLE

Cast away the d things your eyes feast • Ezk 20:7

and became d like the thing they loved. • Hos 9:10

They are d, disobedient, unfit for any • Ti 1:16

as for the cowardly, the faithless, the d, • Rv 21:8

DEVICES

foolishly, and a man of evil d is hated. • Prv 14:17

upon this people, the fruit of their d, • Jer 6:19

DEVIL

the wilderness to be tempted by the d. • Mt 4:1

the enemy who sowed them is the d. • Mt 13:39

fire prepared for the d and his angels. • Mt 25:41

then the d comes and takes away • Lk 8:12

And yet one of you is a d.” • Jn 6:70

You are of your father the d, and your • Jn 8:44

the d had already put it into the heart • Jn 13:2

give no opportunity to the d. • Eph 4:27

to stand against the schemes of the d. • Eph 6:11

fall into disgrace, into a snare of the d. • 1 Tm 3:7

Your adversary the d prowls around • 1 Pt 5:8

makes a practice of sinning is of the d, • 1 Jn 3:8

and the d who had deceived them was • Rv 20:10

DEVIOUS

for the d person is an abomination • Prv 3:32

but he who is d in his ways despises • Prv 14:2

DEVISE

to d artistic designs, to work in gold, • Ex 31:4

Those who d good meet steadfast love • Prv 14:22

Woe to those who d wickedness • Mi 2:1

DEVOID

worldly people, d of the Spirit. • Jude 19

DEVOTE

But we will d ourselves to prayer • Acts 6:4

that you may d yourselves to prayer; • 1 Cor 7:5

d yourself to the public reading of • 1 Tm 4:13

DEVOTED

every d thing is most holy to the • Lv 27:28

that they have d themselves to the • 1 Cor 16:15

DEVOTION

“I remember the d of your youth, • Jer 2:2

from a sincere and pure d to Christ. • 2 Cor 11:3

DEVOUR

to Joab, “Shall the sword d forever? • 2 Sm 2:26

But if you bite and d one another, • Gal 5:15

when she bore her child he might d it. • Rv 12:4

DEVOURED

your own sword d your prophets like a • Jer 2:30

fig trees and your olive trees the locust d; • Am 4:9

path, and the birds came and d them. • Mt 13:4

DEVOURING

glory of the Lord was like a d fire • Ex 24:17

his nostrils, and d fire from his mouth; • Ps 18:8

in furious anger and a flame of d fire, • Is 30:30

DEVOUT

and this man was righteous and d, • Lk 2:25

d men from every nation under heaven. • Acts 2:5

DEW

God give you of the d of heaven • Gn 27:28

as the rain, my speech distill as the d, • Dt 32:2

If there is d on the fleece alone, • Jgs 6:37

upon him as the d falls on the • 2 Sm 17:12

I will be like the d to Israel; he shall • Hos 14:5

DIE

day that you eat of it you shall surely d.” • Gn 2:17

fast your integrity? Curse God and d.” • Jb 2:9

to be born, and a time to d; a time to • Eccl 3:2

The soul who sins shall d. The son • Ezk 18:20

“Even if I must d with you, I will • Mt 26:35

for they cannot d anymore, • Lk 20:36

lives and believes in me shall never d. • Jn 11:26

that one man should d for the people, • Jn 11:50

good person one would dare even to d • Rom 5:7

if we d, we d to the Lord. • Rom 14:8

to me to live is Christ, and to d is gain. • Phil 1:21

it is appointed for man to d once, • Heb 9:27

DIED

And all flesh d that moved on the earth, • Gn 7:21

the right time Christ d for the ungodly. • Rom 5:6

How can we who d to sin still live in it? • Rom 6:2

Christ d for our sins in accordance • 1 Cor 15:3

For through the law I d to the law, so • Gal 2:19

If with Christ you d to the elemental • Col 2:20

we believe that Jesus d and rose again, • 1 Thes 4:14

If we have d with him, we will also • 2 Tm 2:11

These all d in faith, not having • Heb 11:13

and the last, who d and came to life. • Rv 2:8

DIES

For when he d he will carry nothing • Ps 49:17

“Sir, come down before my child d.” • Jn 4:49

but if it d, it bears much fruit. • Jn 12:24

sow does not come to life unless it d. • 1 Cor 15:36

DIFFERENT

Christ and are turning to a d gospel • Gal 1:6

DIFFERS

for star d from star in glory. • 1 Cor 15:41

DIFFICULT

and that no mystery is too d for you, • Dn 4:9

“How d it is for those who have wealth • Lk 18:24

DIGNIFIED

quiet life, godly and d in every way. • 1 Tm 2:2

be sober-minded, d, self-controlled, • Ti 2:2

DIGNITY

“Adorn yourself with majesty and d; • Jb 40:10

Strength and d are her clothing, • Prv 31:25

with all d keeping his children • 1 Tm 3:4

DIGS

or when a man d a pit and does not • Ex 21:33

He who d a pit will fall into • Eccl 10:8

DILIGENT

The plans of the d lead surely to • Prv 21:5

be all the more d to confirm your calling • 2 Pt 1:10

be d to be found by him without spot • 2 Pt 3:14

DILIGENTLY

“Only take care, and keep your soul d, • Dt 4:9

Whoever d seeks good seeks favor, • Prv 11:27

the house and seek d until she finds it? • Lk 15:8

DIM

My eye has grown d from vexation, • Jb 17:7

eyes grow d with waiting for my God. • Ps 69:3

DINE

for the men are to d with me at noon.” • Gn 43:16

a Pharisee asked him to d with him, • Lk 11:37

he went to d at the house of a ruler • Lk 14:1

DINNER

are invited, “See, I have prepared my d, • Mt 22:4

“When you give a d or a banquet, • Lk 14:12

So they gave a d for him there. Martha • Jn 12:2

DIPPED

slaughtered a goat and d the robe in • Gn 37:31

went down and d himself seven times • 2 Kgs 5:14

d the morsel, he gave it to Judas, • Jn 13:26

DIRECT

If you do this, God will d you, you will • Ex 18:23

is not in man who walks to d his steps. • Jer 10:23

May the Lord d your hearts to the love • 2 Thes 3:5

DIRGE

a lament, and each to her neighbor a d. • Jer 9:20

sang a d, and you did not weep.’ • Lk 7:32

DISARMED

He d the rulers and authorities • Col 2:15

DISASTER

relent from this d against your people. • Ex 32:12

I will relent of the d that I intended to • Jer 18:8

D after d! Behold, it comes. • Ezk 7:5

in steadfast love, and relenting from d. • Jon 4:2

DISBELIEVED

still d for joy and were marveling, he • Lk 24:41

by what he said, but others d. • Acts 28:24

DISCERN

Can I d what is pleasant and what is • 2 Sm 19:35

Who can d his errors? Declare me • Ps 19:12

I rise up; you d my thoughts from afar. • Ps 139:2

and try to d what is pleasing to the • Eph 5:10

DISCERNED

sanctuary of God; then I d their end. • Ps 73:17

them because they are spiritually d. • 1 Cor 2:14

DISCERNING

The woman was d and beautiful, • 1 Sm 25:3

The d sets his face toward wisdom, • Prv 17:24

whoever is d, let him know them; • Hos 14:9

DISCERNMENT

For this is a people without d; therefore • Is 27:11

and more, with knowledge and all d, • Phil 1:9

who have their powers of d trained by • Heb 5:14

DISCIPLE

“A d is not above his teacher, • Mt 10:24

a cup of cold water because he is a d, • Mt 10:42

even his own life, he cannot be my d. • Lk 14:26

his mother and the d whom he loved • Jn 19:26

DISCIPLES

Pharisees fast, but your d do not fast?” • Mt 9:14

his twelve d and gave them authority • Mt 10:1

Go therefore and make d of all nations, • Mt 28:19

he called his d and chose from them • Lk 6:13

abide in my word, you are truly my d, • Jn 8:31

all people will know that you are my d, • Jn 13:35

DISCIPLINE

consider the d of the Lord your • Dt 11:2

Blessed is the man whom you d, • Ps 94:12

Whoever loves d loves knowledge, • Prv 12:1

he who loves him is diligent to d him. • Prv 13:24

Do not withhold d from a child; if you • Prv 23:13

D your son, and he will give you rest; • Prv 29:17

But I d my body and keep it under • 1 Cor 9:27

do not regard lightly the d of the Lord, • Heb 12:5

For the moment all d seems painful • Heb 12:11

I love, I reprove and d, so be zealous • Rv 3:19

DISCIPLINED

The Lord has d me severely, • Ps 118:18

we are d so that we may not be • 1 Cor 11:32

self-controlled, upright, holy, and d. • Ti 1:8

had earthly fathers who d us and we • Heb 12:9

DISCIPLINES

son, the Lord your God d you. • Dt 8:5

For the Lord d the one he loves, • Heb 12:6

but he d us for our good, • Heb 12:10

DISCLOSED

the secrets of his heart are d, • 1 Cor 14:25

DISCOURAGED

He will not grow faint or be d till he • Is 42:4

your children, lest they become d. • Col 3:21

DISCRETION

may the Lord grant you d • 1 Chr 22:12

snout is a beautiful woman without d. • Prv 11:22

Daniel replied with prudence and d • Dn 2:14

DISEASES

I will put none of the d on you that I put • Ex 15:26

all your iniquity, who heals all your d, • Ps 103:3

those afflicted with various d and pains, • Mt 4:24

DISGRACE

When pride comes, then comes d, • Prv 11:2

wears long hair it is a d for him, • 1 Cor 11:14

so that he may not fall into d, • 1 Tm 3:7

DISGUISES

Whoever hates d himself with his lips • Prv 26:24

for even Satan d himself as an angel • 2 Cor 11:14

DISH

The sluggard buries his hand in the d; • Prv 26:15

his hand in the d with me will betray • Mt 26:23

DISHONEST

A d man spreads strife, and a whisperer • Prv 16:28

who is d in a very little is also • Lk 16:10

to much wine, not greedy for d gain. • 1 Tm 3:8

DISHONOR

shame and d who seek after my life! • Ps 35:4

but I honor my Father, and you d me. • Jn 8:49

You who boast in the law d God by • Rom 2:23

It is sown in d; it is raised in glory. • 1 Cor 15:43

DISHONORABLE

God gave them up to d passions. • Rom 1:26

some for honorable use, some for d. • 2 Tm 2:20

DISHONORS

“‘Cursed be anyone who d his father • Dt 27:16

with his head covered d his head, • 1 Cor 11:4

DISMAYED

Do not be frightened, and do not be d, • Jos 1:9

they were d and greatly afraid. • 1 Sm 17:11

courageous. Fear not; do not be d. • 1 Chr 22:13

be not d, for I am your God; • Is 41:10

DISOBEDIENCE

by the one man’s d the many were • Rom 5:19

For God has consigned all to d, • Rom 11:32

that is now at work in the sons of d • Eph 2:2

or d received a just retribution, • Heb 2:2

DISOBEDIENT

boastful, inventors of evil, d to parents, • Rom 1:30

you were at one time d to God but • Rom 11:30

abusive, d to their parents, ungrateful, • 2 Tm 3:2

detestable, d, unfit for any good work. • Ti 1:16

DISORDER

slander, gossip, conceit, and d. • 2 Cor 12:20

there will be d and every vile practice. • Jas 3:16

DISPERSED

people of the whole earth were d. • Gn 9:19

So the Lord d them from there • Gn 11:8

and gather the d of Judah from the four • Is 11:12

followed him were d and came to • Acts 5:36

DISPERSION

of your slaughter and d have come, • Jer 25:34

Does he intend to go to the D • Jn 7:35

To the twelve tribes in the D: • Jas 1:1

DISPLEASED

blazed hotly, and Moses was d. • Nm 11:10

But the thing that David had done d • 2 Sm 11:27

it, and it d him that there was no justice. • Is 59:15

But it d Jonah exceedingly, and he • Jon 4:1

DISPUTE

A d also arose among them, as to • Lk 22:24

to settle a d between the brothers, • 1 Cor 6:5

DISQUALIFIED

preaching to others I myself should be d. • 1 Cor 9:27

corrupted in mind and d regarding • 2 Tm 3:8

DISSENSION

had no small d and debate with • Acts 15:2

a d arose between the Pharisees and • Acts 23:7

DISSENSIONS

fits of anger, rivalries, d, divisions, • Gal 5:20

genealogies, d, and quarrels about • Ti 3:9

DISSOLVED

the heavens will be set on fire and d, • 2 Pt 3:12

DISTINCTION

to make a d between the unclean and • Lv 11:47

d between the holy and the common, • Ezk 22:26

and he made no d between us and • Acts 15:9

for all who believe. For there is no d: • Rom 3:22

For there is no d between Jew and • Rom 10:12

DISTINGUISH

d between the holy and the common, • Lv 10:10

the ability to d between spirits, • 1 Cor 12:10

by constant practice to d good from evil. • Heb 5:14

DISTORT

you and want to d the gospel of Christ. • Gal 1:7

DISTRESS

God who answers me in the day of my d • Gn 35:3

In my d I called upon the Lord; • Ps 18:6

called out to the Lord, out of my d, • Jon 2:2

will be great d upon the earth and • Lk 21:23

DISTRIBUTE

Sell all that you have and d to the poor, • Lk 18:22

DISTRIBUTED

inheritances that Moses d in the plains • Jos 13:32

has d freely; he has given to the poor; • Ps 112:9

and it was d to each as any had need. • Acts 4:35

“He has d freely, he has given to the • 2 Cor 9:9

DIVIDE

out your hand over the sea and d it, • Ex 14:16

king said, “D the living child in two, • 1 Kgs 3:25

they cast lots to d his garments. • Lk 23:34

DIVIDED

the sea dry land, and the waters were d. • Ex 14:21

“Every kingdom d against itself is laid • Mt 12:25

“They d my garments among them, • Jn 19:24

Is Christ d? Was Paul crucified • 1 Cor 1:13

DIVINATION

who practices d or tells fortunes • Dt 18:10

For rebellion is as the sin of d, • 1 Sm 15:23
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DIVORCES

who does not love his wife but d her, • Mal 2:16
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“The d returns to its own vomit, • 2 Pt 2:22

DOGS

“Do not give d what is holy, • Mt 7:6
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you shall drink it and d it out, and • Ezk 23:34
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they did not d out the Canaanites • Jos 16:10

D out a scoffer, and strife will go out, • Prv 22:10
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By the Holy Spirit who d within us, • 2 Tm 1:14

a new earth in which righteousness d. • 2 Pt 3:13

DWELT

Word became flesh and d among us, • Jn 1:14
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And behold, there was a great e, for an • Mt 28:2

and suddenly there was a great e, so • Acts 16:26

and behold, there was a great e, • Rv 6:12

thousand people were killed in the e, • Rv 11:13
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the e of righteousness will be peace, • Is 32:17

For a will takes e only at death, since • Heb 9:17

And let steadfastness have its full e, • Jas 1:4

EFFORT
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END
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test everything; hold f what is good. • 1 Thes 5:21

FASTED

So we f and implored our God for • Ezr 8:23

‘Why have we f, and you see it not? • Is 58:3

FASTING

pleas for mercy with f and sackcloth • Dn 9:3

And after f forty days and forty nights, • Mt 4:2

worshiping with f and prayer night and • Lk 2:37

they were worshiping the Lord and f, • Acts 13:2

FATHER

shall be the f of a multitude of nations. • Gn 17:4

“Honor your f and your mother, that • Ex 20:12

Is not he your f, who created you, • Dt 32:6

how you left your f and mother and • Ru 2:11

For my f and my mother have forsaken • Ps 27:10

F of the fatherless and protector of • Ps 68:5

As a f shows compassion to his • Ps 103:13

He who loves wisdom makes his f glad, • Prv 29:3

you are our F; we are the clay, • Is 64:8

son suffer for the iniquity of the f?’ • Ezk 18:19

If then I am a f, where is my honor? • Mal 1:6

“Our F in heaven, hallowed be • Mt 6:9

acknowledge before my F who is in • Mt 10:32

Whoever loves f or mother more than • Mt 10:37

a man shall leave his f and his mother • Mt 19:5

And call no man your f on earth, for • Mt 23:9

What f among you, if his son asks for • Lk 11:11

They will be divided, f against son and • Lk 12:53

his f saw him and felt compassion, • Lk 15:20

And Jesus said, “F, forgive them, for • Lk 23:34

“F, into your hands I commit my • Lk 23:46

I and the F are one.” • Jn 10:30

No one comes to the F except through • Jn 14:6

whatever you ask of the F in my name, • Jn 16:23

to make him the f of all who believe • Rom 4:11

For I became your f in Christ Jesus • 1 Cor 4:15

and I will be a f to you, and you shall • 2 Cor 6:18

our hearts, crying, “Abba! F!” • Gal 4:6

both have access in one Spirit to the F. • Eph 2:18

“Honor your f and mother” (this • Eph 6:2

how, like a f with his children, • 1 Thes 2:11

whom his f does not discipline? • Heb 12:7

See what kind of love the F has given • 1 Jn 3:1

FATHER’S

it new with you in my F kingdom.” • Mt 26:29

know that I must be in my F house?” • Lk 2:49

to snatch them out of the F hand. • Jn 10:29

In my F house are many rooms. If it • Jn 14:2

his name and his F name written on • Rv 14:1

FATHERLESS

shall not mistreat any widow or f child. • Ex 22:22

He executes justice for the f and the • Dt 10:18

Father of the f and protector of widows • Ps 68:5

he upholds the widow and the f, • Ps 146:9

or violence to the resident alien, the f, • Jer 22:3

FATHERS

visiting the iniquity of the f on the • Ex 20:5

and the glory of children is their f. • Prv 17:6

our sins, and for the iniquities of our f, • Dn 9:16

turn the hearts of f to their children • Mal 4:6

F, do not provoke your children, lest • Col 3:21

have had earthly f who disciplined us • Heb 12:9

FAULT

sins against you, go and tell him his f, • Mt 18:15

to me then, “Why does he still find f? • Rom 9:19

FAVOR

Noah found f in the eyes of the Lord. • Gn 6:8

a moment, and his f is for a lifetime. • Ps 30:5

the Lord bestows f and honor. • Ps 84:11

good man obtains f from the Lord, • Prv 12:2

the year of the Lord’s f, • Is 61:2

And the f of God was upon him. • Lk 2:40

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s f.” • Lk 4:19

praising God and having f with all the • Acts 2:47

FAVORED

to her and said, “Greetings, O f one, • Lk 1:28

FEAR

The f of you and the dread of you shall • Gn 9:2

the Lord your God you shall f. • Dt 6:13

“Now therefore f the Lord • Jos 24:14

Serve the Lord with f, • Ps 2:11

the f of the Lord is clean, • Ps 19:9

light and my salvation; whom shall I f? • Ps 27:1

f of the Lord is the beginning • Prv 1:7

The f of man lays a snare, but • Prv 29:25

F God and keep his commandments, • Eccl 12:13

F not, for I am with you; • Is 43:5

And do not f those who kill the body • Mt 10:28

“Do not f, only believe.” • Mk 5:36

“F not, little flock, for it is your • Lk 12:32

is no f of God before their eyes.” • Rom 3:18

So do not become proud, but f. • Rom 11:20

no f of the one who is in authority? • Rom 13:3

holiness to completion in the f of God. • 2 Cor 7:1

God gave us a spirit not of f but of • 2 Tm 1:7

let us f lest any of you should seem • Heb 4:1

F God. Honor the emperor. • 1 Pt 2:17

no f of them, nor be troubled, • 1 Pt 3:14

but perfect love casts out f. • 1 Jn 4:18

“F God and give him glory, because • Rv 14:7

FEARED

so the people f the Lord, • Ex 14:31

greatly f the Lord and Samuel. • 1 Sm 12:18

there is forgiveness, that you may be f. • Ps 130:4

Then the men f the Lord • Jon 1:16

my name will be f among the nations. • Mal 1:14

seeking to arrest him but f the people, • Mk 12:12

FEARING

by walking in his ways and by f him. • Dt 8:6

but with sincerity of heart, f the Lord. • Col 3:22

FEARS

and delivered me from all my f. • Ps 34:4

Blessed is the one who f the Lord • Prv 28:14

FEAST

made them a f and baked unleavened • Gn 19:3

shall observe the F of Unleavened • Ex 12:17

king who gave a wedding f for his son, • Mt 22:2

every year at the F of the Passover. • Lk 2:41

But when you give a f, invite the poor, • Lk 14:13

The Jews were looking for him at the f, • Jn 7:11

their deceptions, while they f with you. • 2 Pt 2:13

FEASTS

of joy and gladness and cheerful f. • Zec 8:19

place of honor at f and the best seats • Mt 23:6

These are hidden reefs at your love f, • Jude 12

FEEBLE

Samaria, “What are these f Jews doing? • Neh 4:2

and you have made firm the f knees. • Jb 4:4

weak hands, and make firm the f knees. • Is 35:3

FEED

the ravens to f you there.” • 1 Kgs 17:4

The lips of the righteous f many, but • Prv 10:21

he shall f them and be their shepherd. • Ezk 34:23

desolate place to f so great a crowd?” • Mt 15:33

when did we see you hungry and f you, • Mt 25:37

Jesus said to him, “F my sheep. • Jn 21:17

FEET

you have put all things under his f, • Ps 8:6

made my f like the f of a deer • Ps 18:33

miry bog, and set my f upon a rock, • Ps 40:2

its f partly of iron and partly of clay. • Dn 2:33

he makes my f like the deer’s; • Hab 3:19

until I put your enemies under your f”’? • Mt 22:44

she began to wet his f with her tears • Lk 7:38

he showed them his hands and his f. • Lk 24:40

wash the disciples’ f and to wipe them • Jn 13:5

will soon crush Satan under your f. • Rom 16:20

all things in subjection under his f.” • 1 Cor 15:27

he put all things under his f • Eph 1:22

I saw him, I fell at his f as though dead. • Rv 1:17

FELLOW

found one of his f servants who owed • Mt 18:28

heirs of God and f heirs with Christ, • Rom 8:17

I am a f servant with you and your • Rv 22:9

FELLOWSHIP

you were called into the f of his Son, • 1 Cor 1:9

the love of God and the f of the Holy • 2 Cor 13:14

the right hand of f to Barnabas and me, • Gal 2:9

If we say we have f with him while we • 1 Jn 1:6

he is in the light, we have f with one • 1 Jn 1:7

FEMALE

male and f he created them. • Gn 1:27

of any figure, the likeness of male or f, • Dt 4:16

creation, ‘God made them male and f.’ • Mk 10:6

FESTIVAL

Let us therefore celebrate the f, not • 1 Cor 5:8

or with regard to a f or a new moon • Col 2:16

FEVER

his mother-in-law lying sick with a f. • Mt 8:14

at the seventh hour the f left him.” • Jn 4:52

FEW

Therefore let your words be f. • Eccl 5:2

For many are called, but f are chosen.” • Mt 22:14

“Lord, will those who are saved be f?” • Lk 13:23

FIELD

house to house, who add f to f, • Is 5:8

The f is the world, and the good seed • Mt 13:38

Then two men will be in the f; one • Mt 24:40

You are God’s f, God’s building. • 1 Cor 3:9

FIG

And they sewed f leaves together • Gn 3:7

And seeing a f tree by the wayside, he • Mt 21:19

“From the f tree learn its lesson: as • Mt 24:32

“A man had a f tree planted in his • Lk 13:6

Can a f tree, my brothers, bear olives, • Jas 3:12

FIGHT

The Lord will f for you, • Ex 14:14

Our God will f for us.” • Neh 4:20

F the good f of the faith. • 1 Tm 6:12

I have fought the good f, • 2 Tm 4:7

FIGHTS

Lord your God who f for you, • Jos 23:10

and what causes f among you? • Jas 4:1

FIGS

baskets of f placed before the temple • Jer 24:1

from thornbushes, or f from thistles? • Mt 7:16

FILL

Do I not f heaven and earth? • Jer 23:24

in, and I will f this house with glory, • Hg 2:7

“F the jars with water.” • Jn 2:7

the God of hope f you with all joy • Rom 15:13

the heavens, that he might f all things.) • Eph 4:10

FILLED

of the Lord f the tabernacle. • Ex 40:34

glory of the Lord f the house • 1 Kgs 8:11

glory of the Lord f the temple. • Ezk 43:5

and he will be f with the Holy Spirit, • Lk 1:15

they were all f with the Holy Spirit • Acts 2:4

is debauchery, but be f with the Spirit, • Eph 5:18

f with the fruit of righteousness • Phil 1:11

FILTHINESS

Let there be no f nor foolish talk nor • Eph 5:4

Therefore put away all f and rampant • Jas 1:21

FIND

and be sure your sin will f you out. • Nm 32:23

your God and you will f him, • Dt 4:29

loses his life for my sake will f it. • Mt 16:25

you will f a baby wrapped in swaddling • Lk 2:12

“I f no guilt in this man.” • Lk 23:4

FINDS

Blessed is the one who f wisdom, • Prv 3:13

He who f a wife f a good • Prv 18:22

and the one who seeks f, • Mt 7:8

Whoever f his life will lose it, and • Mt 10:39

after the one that is lost, until he f it? • Lk 15:4

FINGER

“This is the f of God.” But Pharaoh’s • Ex 8:19

of stone, written with the f of God. • Ex 31:18

and wrote with his f on the ground. • Jn 8:6

said to Thomas, “Put your f here, • Jn 20:27

FINISH

began to build and was not able to f.’ • Lk 14:30

So now f doing it as well, so that • 2 Cor 8:11

FINISHED

And on the seventh day God f his work • Gn 2:2

When Moses had f writing the words • Dt 31:24

“It is f,” and he bowed his head • Jn 19:30

fought the good fight, I have f the race, • 2 Tm 4:7

for with them the wrath of God is f. • Rv 15:1

FIRE

night in a pillar of f to give them light, • Ex 13:21

Lord your God is a consuming f, • Dt 4:24

Then the f of the Lord fell • 1 Kgs 18:38

and chariots of f all around Elisha. • 2 Kgs 6:17

can dwell with the consuming f? • Is 33:14

Is not my word like f, declares the • Jer 23:29

unbound, walking in the midst of the f, • Dn 3:25

For he is like a refiner’s f and like • Mal 3:2

to be thrown into the hell of f. • Mt 18:9

into the eternal f prepared for the devil • Mt 25:41

to go to hell, to the unquenchable f. • Mk 9:43

And divided tongues as of f appeared • Acts 2:3

f will test what sort of work each one • 1 Cor 3:13

though it is tested by fmay be found • 1 Pt 1:7

earth that now exist are stored up for f, • 2 Pt 3:7

others by snatching them out of the f; • Jude 23

but f came down from heaven and • Rv 20:9

This is the second death, the lake of f. • Rv 20:14

FIRM

said to the people, “Fear not, stand f, • Ex 14:13

heart is f, trusting in the Lord. • Ps 112:7

your joy, for you stand f in your faith. • 2 Cor 1:24

day, and having done all, to stand f. • Eph 6:13

FIRST

“I am the f and I am the last; • Is 44:6

But seek f the kingdom of God • Mt 6:33

But many who are f will be last, • Mt 19:30

the f of his signs, Jesus did at Cana • Jn 2:11

disciples were f called Christians. • Acts 11:26

covenant, he makes the f one obsolete. • Heb 8:13

We love because he f loved us. • 1 Jn 4:19

This is the f resurrection. • Rv 20:5

FIRSTBORN

the Lord, Israel is my f son, • Ex 4:22

every f in the land of Egypt shall die, • Ex 11:5

“Consecrate to me all the f. • Ex 13:2

gave birth to her f son and wrapped • Lk 2:7

order that he might be the f among • Rom 8:29

the invisible God, the f of all creation. • Col 1:15

the faithful witness, the f of the dead, • Rv 1:5

FIRSTFRUITS

the f of those who have fallen asleep. • 1 Cor 15:20

God chose you as the f to be saved, • 2 Thes 2:13

should be a kind of f of his creatures. • Jas 1:18

from mankind as f for God and • Rv 14:4

FISH

Or if he asks for a f, will give him a • Mt 7:10

three nights in the belly of the great f, • Mt 12:40

have only five loaves here and two f.” • Mt 14:17

haul it in, because of the quantity of f. • Jn 21:6

FISHERS

and I will make you f of men.” • Mt 4:19

FIVE

the f loaves for the f thousand, • Mt 16:9

F of them were foolish, and f • Mt 25:2

of the men came to about f thousand. • Acts 4:4

FIXED

You have f all the boundaries • Ps 74:17

day and night and the f order of heaven • Jer 33:25

us and you a great chasm has been f, • Lk 16:26

FLAME

become a fire, and his Holy One a f, • Is 10:17

tongue, for I am in anguish in this f.’ • Lk 16:24

you to fan into f the gift of God, • 2 Tm 1:6

FLATTERS

For he f himself in his own eyes • Ps 36:2

A man who f his neighbor spreads a • Prv 29:5

FLATTERY

shall seduce with f those who violate • Dn 11:32

and by smooth talk and f they deceive • Rom 16:18

For we never came with words of f, • 1 Thes 2:5

FLEE

where shall I f from your presence? • Ps 139:7

The wicked f when no one pursues, • Prv 28:1

F from sexual immorality. • 1 Cor 6:18

my beloved, f from idolatry. • 1 Cor 10:14

So f youthful passions and pursue • 2 Tm 2:22

Resist the devil, and he will f from you. • Jas 4:7

FLEECE

let me test just once more with the f. • Jgs 6:39

FLESH

bone of my bones and f of my f; • Gn 2:23

wife, and they shall become one f. • Gn 2:24

not abide in man forever, for he is f: • Gn 6:3

my covenant be in your f an everlasting • Gn 17:13

destroyed, yet in my f I shall see God, • Jb 19:26

not be afraid. What can f do to me? • Ps 56:4

“What shall I cry?” All f is grass, • Is 40:6

Be silent, all f, before the Lord, • Zec 2:13

So they are no longer two but one f. • Mt 19:6

willing, but the f is weak.” • Mt 26:41

all f shall see the salvation of God.’” • Lk 3:6

That which is born of the f is f, • Jn 3:6

For my f is true food, and my blood is • Jn 6:55

For while we were living in the f, • Rom 7:5

who are in the f cannot please God. • Rom 8:8

and make no provision for the f, • Rom 13:14

to Satan for the destruction of the f, • 1 Cor 5:5

we regard no one according to the f. • 2 Cor 5:16

you will not gratify the desires of the f. • Gal 5:16

all once lived in the passions of our f, • Eph 2:3

wife, and the two shall become one f.” • Eph 5:31

we do not wrestle against f and blood, • Eph 6:12

put no confidence in the f • Phil 3:3

by putting off the body of the f, • Col 2:11

“All f is like grass and all its glory • 1 Pt 1:24

the desires of the f and the desires of • 1 Jn 2:16

Christ has come in the f is from God, • 1 Jn 4:2

FLOCK

You led your people like a f • Ps 77:20

gather the remnant of my f out of all • Jer 23:3

keeping watch over their f by night. • Lk 2:8

So there will be one f, one shepherd. • Jn 10:16

shepherd the f of God that is among • 1 Pt 5:2

FLOG

some you will f in your synagogues • Mt 23:34

spit on him, and f him and kill him. • Mk 10:34

“Is it lawful for you to f a man who • Acts 22:25

FLOGGING

And after f him, they will kill him, • Lk 18:33

Others suffered mocking and f, • Heb 11:36

FLOOD

For behold, I will bring a f of waters • Gn 6:17

never again become a f to destroy all • Gn 9:15

as in those days before the f they were • Mt 24:38

when he brought a f upon the world • 2 Pt 2:5

FLOODS

piled up; the f stood up in a heap; • Ex 15:8

quench love, neither can f drown it. • Sg 8:7

And the rain fell, and the f came, • Mt 7:25

FLOW

all vigilance, for from it f the springs • Prv 4:23

living waters shall f out from Jerusalem, • Zec 14:8

‘Out of his heart will f rivers of • Jn 7:38

FLOWER

he flourishes like a f of the field; • Ps 103:15

The grass withers, the f fades, but • Is 40:8

because like a f of the grass he will • Jas 1:10

The grass withers, and the f falls, • 1 Pt 1:24

FLOWING

a land f with milk and honey. • Jos 5:6

The water was f down from below • Ezk 47:1

f from the throne of God and of the • Rv 22:1

FLY

He will f away like a dream and not • Jb 20:8

like a dove! I would f away and be at • Ps 55:6

they are soon gone, and we f away. • Ps 90:10

FOES

Consider how many are my f, and • Ps 25:19

it is he who will tread down our f. • Ps 60:12

FOLLOW

If the Lord is God, f him; • 1 Kgs 18:21

“F me, and I will make you fishers of • Mt 4:19

and take up his cross and f me. • Mt 16:24

he goes before them, and the sheep f • Jn 10:4

If anyone serves me, he must f me; • Jn 12:26

F the pattern of the sound words • 2 Tm 1:13

their labors, for their deeds f them!” • Rv 14:13

FOLLOWED

I wholly f the Lord my God. • Jos 14:8

they left their nets and f him. • Mt 4:20

earth marveled as they f the beast. • Rv 13:3

FOLLY

O God, you know my f; the wrongs I • Ps 69:5

of her cubs rather than a fool in his f. • Prv 17:12

The devising of f is sin, and the scoffer • Prv 24:9

word of the cross is f to those who • 1 Cor 1:18

wisdom of this world is f with God. • 1 Cor 3:19

very far, for their f will be plain to all, • 2 Tm 3:9

FOOD

I have given every green plant for f.” • Gn 1:30

moving thing that lives shall be f for • Gn 9:3

not defile himself with the king’s f, • Dn 1:8

Is not life more than f, and • Mt 6:25

“My f is to do the will of him who sent • Jn 4:34

Do not work for the f that perishes, • Jn 6:27

Do not, for the sake of f, destroy the • Rom 14:20

F will not commend us to God. • 1 Cor 8:8

But if we have f and clothing, with • 1 Tm 6:8

is poorly clothed and lacking in daily f, • Jas 2:15

FOODS

(Thus he declared all f clean.) • Mk 7:19

abstinence from f that God created • 1 Tm 4:3

to be strengthened by grace, not by f, • Heb 13:9

FOOL

The f says in his heart, “There is no • Ps 14:1

way of a f is right in his own eyes, • Prv 12:15

so honor is not fitting for a f. • Prv 26:1

A f gives full vent to his spirit, but • Prv 29:11

whoever says, ‘You f!’ will • Mt 5:22

But God said to him, ‘F! This night • Lk 12:20

FOOLISH

my people are f; they know me not; • Jer 4:22

like a f man who built his house • Mt 7:26

But God chose what is f in the world • 1 Cor 1:27

Therefore do not be f, but understand • Eph 5:17

For we ourselves were once f, • Ti 3:3

FOOLISHNESS

deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, f. • Mk 7:22

For the f of God is wiser than men, • 1 Cor 1:25

FOOLS

f despise wisdom and instruction. • Prv 1:7

You blind f! For which is greater, the • Mt 23:17

Claiming to be wise, they became f, • Rom 1:22

We are f for Christ’s sake, but you • 1 Cor 4:10

FOOT

He will not let your f be moved; • Ps 121:3

And if your f causes you to sin, • Mk 9:45

lest you strike your f against a stone.’” • Lk 4:11

If the f should say, “Because I am • 1 Cor 12:15

FOOTSTOOL

is my throne, and the earth is my f; • Is 66:1

until I make your enemies your f.’ • Lk 20:43

is my throne, and the earth is my f. • Acts 7:49

should be made a f for his feet. • Heb 10:13

FORBEARANCE

In your f take me not away; know that • Jer 15:15

riches of his kindness and f and • Rom 2:4

because in his divine f he had passed • Rom 3:25

FORCES

And if anyone f you to go one mile, go • Mt 5:41

and everyone f his way into it. • Lk 16:16

FOREFATHERS

turned back to the iniquities of their f, • Jer 11:10

are beloved for the sake of their f. • Rom 11:28

the futile ways inherited from your f, • 1 Pt 1:18

FOREHEADS

a mark on the f of the men who sigh • Ezk 9:4

sealed the servants of our God on their f.” • Rv 7:3

face, and his name will be on their f. • Rv 22:4

FOREIGN

forsake the Lord and serve f • Jos 24:20

you shall not bow down to a f god. • Ps 81:9

FOREIGNER

“I am a sojourner and f among you; • Gn 23:4

and give praise to God except this f?” • Lk 17:18

I will be a f to the speaker • 1 Cor 14:11

FOREKNEW

those whom he f he also predestined • Rom 8:29

has not rejected his people whom he f. • Rom 11:2

FOREKNOWLEDGE

to the definite plan and f of God, • Acts 2:23

according to the f of God the Father, • 1 Pt 1:2

FOREKNOWN

He was f before the foundation of • 1 Pt 1:20

FORERUNNER

Jesus has gone as a f on our behalf, • Heb 6:20

FORETOLD

had made, as the Lord had f. • 2 Kgs 24:13

But what God f by the mouth of all • Acts 3:18

FOREVER

tree of life and eat, and live f” • Gn 3:22

This is my name f, and thus I am to • Ex 3:15

dwell in the house of the Lord f. • Ps 23:6

his steadfast love endures f, • Ps 100:5

for riches do not last f; and does a • Prv 27:24

but the word of our God will stand f. • Is 40:8

but my salvation will be f, and my • Is 51:6

eats of this bread, he will live f. • Jn 6:51

you another Helper, to be with you f, • Jn 14:16

another place, “You are a priest f, • Heb 5:6

word of the Lord remains f.” • 1 Pt 1:25

whoever does the will of God abides f. • 1 Jn 2:17

that abides in us and will be with us f: • 2 Jn 2

Christ, and he shall reign f and ever.” • Rv 11:15

FORFEIT

gain the whole world and f his soul? • Mk 8:36

FORGAVE

servant released him and f him the • Mt 18:27

one another, as God in Christ f you. • Eph 4:32

FORGET

take care lest you f the Lord, • Dt 6:12

O my soul, and f not all his benefits, • Ps 103:2

these may f, yet I will not f you. • Is 49:15

FORGETTING

But one thing I do: f what lies behind • Phil 3:13

FORGIVE

But you are a God ready to f, gracious • Neh 9:17

my trouble, and f all my sins. • Ps 25:18

For I will f their iniquity, • Jer 31:34

and f us our debts, as we also • Mt 6:12

Who can f sins but God alone?” • Mk 2:7

who is in heaven may f you your • Mk 11:25

f, and you will be forgiven; • Lk 6:37

And Jesus said, “Father, f them, for • Lk 23:34

has forgiven you, so you also must f. • Col 3:13

he is faithful and just to f us our sins • 1 Jn 1:9

FORGIVEN

people of Israel, and they shall be f, • Nm 15:25

is the one whose transgression is f, • Ps 32:1

people who dwell there will be f • Is 33:24

‘Your sins are f,’ or to say, • Mt 9:5
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“Before I f you in the womb I knew • Jer 1:5
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and the earth was f out of water and • 2 Pt 3:5

FORSAKE

He will not leave you or f you.” • Dt 31:6
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lay down his life for his f. • Jn 15:13

FRIENDSHIP
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I will make you exceedingly f, • Gn 17:6

people of Israel were f and increased • Ex 1:7

they shall multiply and be f. • Ezk 36:11

you rains from heaven and f seasons, • Acts 14:17
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This was to f the Scripture which says, • Jn 19:24

If you really f the royal law according • Jas 2:8

FULFILLED

A desire f is sweet to the soul, but to • Prv 13:19
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requirement of the law might be f in us, • Rom 8:4

one who loves another has f the law. • Rom 13:8
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Gentiles do, in the f of their minds. • Eph 4:17

FUTURE

behold the upright, for there is a f • Ps 37:37

not for evil, to give you a f and a hope. • Jer 29:11
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But when you g to the needy, do not • Mt 6:3

G us this day our daily bread, • Mt 6:11

For what can a man g in return for his • Mk 8:37

g, and it will be given to you. • Lk 6:38
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Let your g be over all the earth! • Ps 108:5

not to us, but to your name give g, • Ps 115:1
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Christ might be to the praise of his g. • Eph 1:12

according to his riches in g in Christ • Phil 4:19

then you also will appear with him in g. • Col 3:4
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do all to the glory of G. • 1 Cor 10:31

is not a G of confusion but of peace. • 1 Cor 14:33

one G and Father of all, who is over • Eph 4:6
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the appearance of g, but denying • 2 Tm 3:5

of the truth, which accords with g, • Ti 1:1
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as good stewards of God’s varied g: • 1 Pt 4:10
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for God has the power to g them in • Rom 11:23

GRAIN

brothers went down to buy g in Egypt. • Gn 42:3

The firstfruits of your g, of your wine • Dt 18:4

you provide their g, for so • Ps 65:9
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When one of you has a g against • 1 Cor 6:1
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GRUMBLED
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and told them, “I find no g in him. • Jn 18:38
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“H! For the Lord our God the Almighty • Rv 19:6

HALLOWED

“Our Father in heaven, h be your name. • Mt 6:9
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will disclose the purposes of the h. • 1 Cor 4:5

for whenever our h condemns us, God • 1 Jn 3:20

I am he who searches mind and h, • Rv 2:23

HEARTLESS

foolish, faithless, h, ruthless. • Rom 1:31

h, unappeasable, slanderous, without • 2 Tm 3:3

HEARTS

I will write it on their h. • Jer 31:33

before men, but God knows your h. • Lk 16:15

“Did not our h burn within us while • Lk 24:32

“Let not your h be troubled. • Jn 14:1

work of the law is written on their h, • Rom 2:15

And he who searches h knows what • Rom 8:27

of stone but on tablets of human h. • 2 Cor 3:3

sent the Spirit of his Son into our h, • Gal 4:6

Christ may dwell in your h through • Eph 3:17

HEAT

Who can endure the h of his anger? • Na 1:6

They were scorched by the fierce h, • Rv 16:9

HEAVEN

God called the expanse H. • Gn 1:8

highest h cannot contain you; • 1 Kgs 8:27

to take Elijah up to h by a whirlwind, • 2 Kgs 2:1

“H is my throne, and the earth is my • Is 66:1

behold, with the clouds of h there • Dn 7:13

you bind on earth shall be bound in h, • Mt 16:19

H and earth will pass away, but my • Mt 24:35

Power and coming on the clouds of h.” • Mt 26:64

“All authority in h and on earth • Mt 28:18

will be more joy in h over one sinner • Lk 15:7

poor, and you will have treasure in h; • Lk 18:22

wrath of God is revealed from h against • Rom 1:18

caught up to the third hwhether in • 2 Cor 12:2

But our citizenship is in h, • Phil 3:20

of the hope laid up for you in h. • Col 1:5

and unfading, kept in h for you, • 1 Pt 1:4

Then I saw a new h and a new earth, • Rv 21:1

HEAVENLY

be perfect, as your h Father is perfect. • Mt 5:48

a multitude of the h host praising God • Lk 2:13

can you believe if I tell you h things? • Jn 3:12

every spiritual blessing in the h places, • Eph 1:3

bring me safely into his h kingdom. • 2 Tm 4:18

better country, that is, a h one. • Heb 11:16

HEAVENS

God created the h and the earth. • Gn 1:1

When I look at your h, the work of • Ps 8:3

The h declare the glory of God, • Ps 19:1

The h declare his righteousness, • Ps 50:6

and the h are the work of your hands. • Ps 102:25

your steadfast love is great above the h; • Ps 108:4

For as the h are higher than the earth, • Is 55:9

His splendor covered the h, and • Hab 3:3

and behold, the h were opened to him, • Mt 3:16

and the powers of the h will be shaken. • Mt 24:29

who also ascended far above all the h, • Eph 4:10

and the h are the work of your hands; • Heb 1:10

we are waiting for new h and a new • 2 Pt 3:13

HEAVY

and night your hand was h upon me; • Ps 32:4

to me, all who labor and are h laden, • Mt 11:28

They tie up h burdens, hard to bear, • Mt 23:4

HEBREW

escaped came and told Abram the H, • Gn 14:13

he said to them, “I am a H, and I fear • Jon 1:9

tribe of Benjamin, a H of Hebrews; • Phil 3:5

HEBRON

by the oaks of Mamre, which are at H, • Gn 13:18

David was king in H over the house • 2 Sm 2:11

HEEL

your head, and you shall bruise his h.” • Gn 3:15

my bread has lifted his h against me.’ • Jn 13:18

HEIGHT

nor h nor depth, nor anything else in • Rom 8:39

breadth and length and h and depth, • Eph 3:18

HEIR

your very own son shall be your h.” • Gn 15:4

and if a son, then an h through God. • Gal 4:7

whom he appointed the h of all things, • Heb 1:2

HEIRS

h of God and fellow h • Rom 8:17

are Abraham’s offspring, h according • Gal 3:29

mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow h, • Eph 3:6

by his grace we might become h • Ti 3:7

HELL

fool!’ will be liable to the h of fire. • Mt 5:22

can destroy both soul and body in h. • Mt 10:28

course of life, and set on fire by h. • Jas 3:6

when they sinned, but cast them into h • 2 Pt 2:4

HELMET

as a breastplate, and a h of salvation • Is 59:17

and take the h of salvation, • Eph 6:17

faith and love, and for a h the hope • 1 Thes 5:8

HELP

Lord, there is none like you to h, • 2 Chr 14:11

to my God I cried for h. • Ps 18:6

From where does my h come? • Ps 121:1

I will strengthen you, I will h you, • Is 41:10

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, h me.” • Mt 15:25

“I believe; h my unbelief!” • Mk 9:24

the fainthearted, h the weak, • 1 Thes 5:14

tempted, he is able to h those • Heb 2:18

HELPED

“Till now the Lord has h us.” • 1 Sm 7:12

because you, Lord, have h me • Ps 86:17

in a day of salvation I have h you; • Is 49:8

in a day of salvation I have h you.” • 2 Cor 6:2

HELPER

alone; I will make him a h fit for him.” • Gn 2:18

you have been the h of the fatherless. • Ps 10:14

Father, and he will give you another H, • Jn 14:16

confidently say, “The Lord is my h; • Heb 13:6

HEM

You h me in, behind and before, • Ps 139:5

and surround you and h you in on • Lk 19:43

HERBS

bread and bitter h they shall eat • Ex 12:8

is a dinner of h where love is than • Prv 15:17

HERESIES

who will secretly bring in destructive h, • 2 Pt 2:1

HEROD

of Judea in the days of H the king, • Mt 2:1

For H had seized John and bound him • Mt 14:3

governor of Judea, and H being • Lk 3:1

from here, for H wants to kill you.” • Lk 13:31

jurisdiction, he sent him over to H, • Lk 23:7

HEZEKIAH

fourteenth year of King H,  • 2 Kgs 18:13

In the fourteenth year of King H, • Is 36:1

Did H king of Judah and all Judah put • Jer 26:19

HID

and the man and his wife h themselves • Gn 3:8

I h a hundred men of the Lord’s • 1 Kgs 18:13

in the shadow of his hand he h me; • Is 49:2

prophet, but the Lord h them. • Jer 36:26

but Jesus h himself and went out • Jn 8:59

HIDDEN

Declare me innocent from h faults. • Ps 19:12

Better is open rebuke than h love. • Prv 27:5

your sins have h his face from you • Is 59:2

he reveals deep and h things; he knows • Dn 2:22

For nothing is h except to be made • Mk 4:22

died, and your life is h with Christ • Col 3:3

HIDE

h me in the shadow of your wings, • Ps 17:8

H your face from my sins, and blot out • Ps 51:9

H not your face from me, lest I be like • Ps 143:7

“Fall on us and h us from the face of • Rv 6:16

HIGH

wine. (He was priest of God Most H.) • Gn 14:18

people were sacrificing at the h places, • 1 Kgs 3:2

your dwelling placethe Most H, • Ps 91:9

he makes me tread on my h places. • Hab 3:19

led him to Caiaphas the h priest, • Mt 26:57

me, Jesus, Son of the Most H God? • Mk 5:7

will be called the Son of the Most H. • Lk 1:32

HIGHWAY

The h of the upright turns aside from • Prv 16:17

And a h shall be there, and it shall be • Is 35:8

HILL

A city set on a h cannot be hidden. • Mt 5:14

brought him to the brow of the h • Lk 4:29

HIP

Jacob’s h was put out of joint as he • Gn 32:25

HOLD

and your right hand shall h me. • Ps 139:10

who, hearing the word, h it fast • Lk 8:15

evil; h fast to what is good. • Rom 12:9

H fast what you have, so that no one • Rv 3:11

HOLINESS

Who is like you, majestic in h, • Ex 15:11

the Lord in the splendor of h. • Ps 29:2

h befits your house, O Lord, • Ps 93:5

and it shall be called the Way of H; • Is 35:8

bringing h to completion in the fear • 2 Cor 7:1

not called us for impurity, but in h. • 1 Thes 4:7

they continue in faith and love and h, • 1 Tm 2:15

and for the h without which no one • Heb 12:14

ought you to be in lives of h and • 2 Pt 3:11

HOLY

blessed the seventh day and made it h, • Gn 2:3

which you are standing is h ground.” • Ex 3:5

a kingdom of priests and a h nation. • Ex 19:6

the Sabbath day, to keep it h. • Ex 20:8

be h, for I the Lord your God am h. • Lv 19:2

“There is none h like the Lord: • 1 Sm 2:2

And who shall stand in his h place? • Ps 24:3

H and awesome is his name! • Ps 111:9

“H, h, h is the Lord • Is 6:3

conceived in her is from the H Spirit. • Mt 1:20

who you arethe H One of God.” • Mk 1:24

blasphemes against the H Spirit never • Mk 3:29

and the H Spirit descended on him in • Lk 3:22

Father give the H Spirit to those who • Lk 11:13

But the Helper, the H Spirit, whom • Jn 14:26

receive power when the H Spirit has • Acts 1:8

For God’s temple is h, and you are • 1 Cor 3:17

in order to present you h and blameless • Col 1:22

upright, h, and disciplined. • Ti 1:8

a high priest, h, innocent, unstained, • Heb 7:26

“You shall be h, for I am h.” • 1 Pt 1:16

“H, h, h, is the Lord God • Rv 4:8

For you alone are h. All nations will • Rv 15:4

And I saw the h city, new Jerusalem, • Rv 21:2

HOME

God settles the solitary in a h; • Ps 68:6

Even the sparrow finds a h, • Ps 84:3

because man is going to his eternal h, • Eccl 12:5

“Return to your h, and declare how • Lk 8:39

come to him and make our h with him. • Jn 14:23

that while we are at h in the body we • 2 Cor 5:6

self-controlled, pure, working at h, • Ti 2:5

HOMELESS

and bring the h poor into your house; • Is 58:7

are poorly dressed and buffeted and h, • 1 Cor 4:11

HOMES

“See, we have left our h and followed • Lk 18:28

and breaking bread in their h, • Acts 2:46

HOMETOWN

coming to his h he taught them in • Mt 13:54

you, no prophet is acceptable in his h. • Lk 4:24

HOMOSEXUALITY

adulterers, nor men who practice h, • 1 Cor 6:9

men who practice h, enslavers, • 1 Tm 1:10

HONEST

Whoever gives an h answer kisses • Prv 24:26

hold it fast in an h and good heart, • Lk 8:15

rather let him labor, doing h work • Eph 4:28

HONEY

a land flowing with milk and h, • Ex 3:8

taste of it was like wafers made with h. • Ex 16:31

much fine gold; sweeter also than h • Ps 19:10

taste, sweeter than h to my mouth! • Ps 119:103

his waist and ate locusts and wild h. • Mk 1:6

HONEYCOMB

Gracious words are like a h, sweetness • Prv 16:24

my spice, I ate my h with my honey, • Sg 5:1

HONOR

“H your father and your mother, that • Ex 20:12

those who h me I will h, • 1 Sm 2:30

H the Lord with your wealth • Prv 3:9

wisdom, and humility comes before h. • Prv 15:33

of hosts, him you shall h as holy. • Is 8:13

For God commanded, ‘H your father • Mt 15:4

that a prophet has no h in his own • Jn 4:44

knew God, they did not h him as God • Rom 1:21

h to whom h is owed. • Rom 13:7

“H your father and mother” (this is • Eph 6:2

Let marriage be held in h among all, • Heb 13:4

H everyone. Love the brotherhood. • 1 Pt 2:17

creatures give glory and h and thanks • Rv 4:9

HONORABLE

whatever is true, whatever is h, • Phil 4:8

wood and clay, some for h use, • 2 Tm 2:20

HONORED

if one member is h, all rejoice • 1 Cor 12:26

as always Christ will be h in my body, • Phil 1:20

HONORS

he who is generous to the needy h him. • Prv 14:31

“‘This people h me with their lips, but • Mt 15:8

HOPE

Though he slay me, I will h in him; • Jb 13:15

for what do I wait? My h is in you. • Ps 39:7

H in God; for I shall again praise him, • Ps 42:5

The h of the righteous brings joy, • Prv 10:28

H deferred makes the heart sick, • Prv 13:12

I call to mind, and therefore I have h: • Lam 3:21

and in his name the Gentiles will h.” • Mt 12:21

and h does not put us to shame, • Rom 5:5

Now h that is seen is not h. • Rom 8:24

Rejoice in h, be patient in tribulation, • Rom 12:12

May the God of h fill you with all joy • Rom 15:13

So now faith, h, and love abide, • 1 Cor 13:13

may know what is the h to which he • Eph 1:18

is Christ in you, the h of glory. • Col 1:27

waiting for our blessed h, the appearing • Ti 2:13

hold fast the confession of our h • Heb 10:23

to be born again to a living h • 1 Pt 1:3

so that your faith and h are in God. • 1 Pt 1:21

HOPES

not hope. For who h for what he sees? • Rom 8:24

believes all things, h all things, • 1 Cor 13:7

HOREB

came to H, the mountain of God. • Ex 3:1

our God made a covenant with us in H. • Dt 5:2

HORSE

the h and his rider he has thrown • Ex 15:1

delight is not in the strength of the h, • Ps 147:10

a man riding on a red h! He • Zec 1:8

looked, and behold, a white h! • Rv 6:2

And out came another h, bright red. • Rv 6:4

I looked, and behold, a pale h! • Rv 6:8

heaven opened, and behold, a white h! • Rv 19:11

HORSES

hear the sound of chariots and of h, • 2 Kgs 7:6

appearance is like the appearance of h, • Jl 2:4

locusts were like h prepared for battle: • Rv 9:7

pure, were following him on white h. • Rv 19:14

HOSANNA

name of the Lord! H in the highest!” • Mt 21:9

“H! Blessed is he who comes in the • Jn 12:13

HOSEA

As indeed he says in H, “Those who • Rom 9:25

HOSHEA

H the son of Elah began to reign in • 2 Kgs 17:1

year of H, the king of Assyria captured • 2 Kgs 17:6

HOSPITABLE

respectable, h, able to teach, • 1 Tm 3:2

but h, a lover of good, • Ti 1:8

HOSPITALITY

of the saints and seek to show h. • Rom 12:13

brought up children, has shown h, • 1 Tm 5:10

Do not neglect to show h to strangers, • Heb 13:2

Show h to one another without • 1 Pt 4:9

HOSTILE

mind that is set on the flesh is h to God, • Rom 8:7

once were alienated and h in mind, • Col 1:21

HOSTILITY

jealousy, anger, h, slander, • 2 Cor 12:20

in his flesh the dividing wall of h • Eph 2:14

from sinners such h against himself, • Heb 12:3

HOT

your works: you are neither cold nor h. • Rv 3:15

HOUR

of Man is coming at an h you do not • Mt 24:44

“The h has come for the Son of Man • Jn 12:23

“Father, the h has come; glorify your • Jn 17:1

will keep you from the h of trial that is • Rv 3:10

HOUSE

But as for me and my h, we will serve • Jos 24:15

what is my h, that you have brought • 1 Chr 17:16

I may dwell in the h of the Lord • Ps 27:4

Unless the Lord builds the h, • Ps 127:1

By wisdom a h is built, and by • Prv 24:3

the field, and after that build your h. • Prv 24:27

h shall be called a h of prayer • Is 56:7

wise man who built his h on the rock. • Mt 7:24

enter a strong man’s h and plunder his • Mt 12:29

h shall be called a h of prayer,’ • Mt 21:13

divided against itself, that h will not • Mk 3:25

not make my Father’s h a h of • Jn 2:16

In my Father’s h are many rooms. • Jn 14:2

HOUSEHOLD

enemies will be those of his own h. • Mt 10:36

And he himself believed, and all his h. • Jn 4:53

you will be saved, you and your h.” • Acts 16:31

to those who are of the h of faith. • Gal 6:10

He must manage his own h well, • 1 Tm 3:4

judgment to begin at the h of God; • 1 Pt 4:17

HOUSES

be desolate, large and beautiful h, • Is 5:9

everyone who has left h or brothers • Mt 19:29

who devour widows’ h and for a • Mk 12:40

HOUSETOP

on the h not go down to take • Mt 24:17

HOUSETOPS

rooms shall be proclaimed on the h. • Lk 12:3

HOW

Mary said to the angel, “H will this be, • Lk 1:34

are going. H can we know the way?” • Jn 14:5

H unsearchable are his judgments • Rom 11:33

will ask, “H are the dead raised? • 1 Cor 15:35

h much more will the blood of Christ, • Heb 9:14

HUMAN

“Whoever takes a h life shall • Lv 24:17

So then it depends not on h will or • Rom 9:16

And being found in h form, he • Phil 2:8

the Lord’s sake to every h institution, • 1 Pt 2:13

HUMBLE

in the wilderness, that he might h you, • Dt 8:2

are called by my name h themselves, • 2 Chr 7:14

He leads the h in what is right, • Ps 25:9

is scornful, but to the h he gives favor. • Prv 3:34

he who is h and contrite in spirit • Is 66:2

those who walk in pride he is able to h. • Dn 4:37

the proud, but gives grace to the h.” • Jas 4:6

H yourselves before the Lord, and he • Jas 4:10

H yourselves, therefore, under the • 1 Pt 5:6

HUMBLED

Whoever exalts himself will be h, • Mt 23:12

he h himself by becoming obedient to • Phil 2:8

HUMBLES

Whoever h himself like this child is • Mt 18:4

and whoever h himself will be exalted. • Mt 23:12

HUMILIATION

In his h justice was denied him. • Acts 8:33

and the rich in his h, because like a • Jas 1:10

HUMILITY

in wisdom, and h comes before honor. • Prv 15:33

serving the Lord with all h and • Acts 20:19

ambition or conceit, but in h count others • Phil 2:3

kindness, h, meekness, and patience, • Col 3:12

HUNGER

they shall not h or thirst, • Is 49:10

“Blessed are those who h and thirst for • Mt 5:6

whoever comes to me shall not h, • Jn 6:35

To the present hour we h and thirst, • 1 Cor 4:11

the secret of facing plenty and h, • Phil 4:12

They shall h no more, neither thirst • Rv 7:16

HUNGRY

the longing soul, and the h soul he fills • Ps 107:9

If your enemy is h, give him bread • Prv 25:21

His disciples were h, and they began • Mt 12:1

I am unwilling to send them away h, • Mt 15:32

For I was h and you gave me food, • Mt 25:35

“Blessed are you who are h now, for • Lk 6:21

“if your enemy is h, feed him; • Rom 12:20

HURT

the midst of the fire, and they are not h; • Dn 3:25

of the enemy, and nothing shall h you. • Lk 10:19

conquers will not be h by the second • Rv 2:11

HUSBAND

gave some to her h who was with her, • Gn 3:6

Your desire shall be for your h, • Gn 3:16

An excellent wife is the crown of her h, • Prv 12:4

For your Maker is your h, the • Is 54:5

that they broke, though I was their h, • Jer 31:32

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your h, • Jn 4:16

wife should not separate from her h • 1 Cor 7:10

and the h should not divorce his wife. • 1 Cor 7:11

If any woman has a h who is an • 1 Cor 7:13

A wife is bound to her h as long as he • 1 Cor 7:39

I betrothed you to one h, to present • 2 Cor 11:2

For the h is the head of the wife even • Eph 5:23

be above reproach, the h of one wife, • 1 Tm 3:2

prepared as a bride adorned for her h. • Rv 21:2

HUSBANDS

H, love your wives, as Christ loved the • Eph 5:25

women to love their h and children, • Ti 2:4

wives, be subject to your own h, • 1 Pt 3:1

Likewise, h, live with your wives in an • 1 Pt 3:7

HYMN

And when they had sung a h, they • Mt 26:30

together, each one has a h, a lesson, • 1 Cor 14:26

HYMNS

praying and singing h to God, • Acts 16:25

in psalms and h and spiritual songs, • Eph 5:19

HYPOCRISY

but within you are full of h and • Mt 23:28

But, knowing their h, he said to them, • Mk 12:15

the leaven of the Pharisees, which is h. • Lk 12:1

Barnabas was led astray by their h. • Gal 2:13

malice and all deceit and h and envy • 1 Pt 2:1

HYPOCRITES

you pray, you must not be like the h. • Mt 6:5

h! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, • Mt 15:7

h! For you shut the kingdom of heaven • Mt 23:13

HYSSOP

Take a bunch of h and dip it in the • Ex 12:22

the sour wine on a h branch and held • Jn 19:29

	


I (TOP)

I

to Moses, “I am who I am.” • Ex 3:14

“Fear not, I am the one who helps you.” • Is 41:13

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. • Is 45:18

“I the Lord search the heart • Jer 17:10

I am with you always, to the end of • Mt 28:20

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of • Jn 6:35

“I am the light of the world. • Jn 8:12

before Abraham was, I am.” • Jn 8:58

I am the good shepherd. • Jn 10:11

“I am the resurrection and the life. • Jn 11:25

“I am the way, and the truth, and the • Jn 14:6

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” • Rv 1:8

IDLE

by no means reduce it, for they are i. • Ex 5:8

an i person will suffer hunger. • Prv 19:15

sing i songs to the sound of the harp • Am 6:5

‘Why do you stand here i all day?’ • Mt 20:6

brothers, admonish the i, encourage • 1 Thes 5:14

condemnation from long ago is not i, • 2 Pt 2:3

IDLENESS

does not eat the bread of i. • Prv 31:27

some among you walk in i, • 2 Thes 3:11

IDOL

An i! A craftsman casts it, and a • Is 40:19

“What profit is an i when its maker • Hab 2:18

know that “an i has no real existence,” • 1 Cor 8:4

is anything, or that an i is anything? • 1 Cor 10:19

IDOLATER

or greed, or is an i, reviler, • 1 Cor 5:11

covetous (that is, an i), has no • Eph 5:5

IDOLATERS

or the greedy and swindlers, or i, • 1 Cor 5:10

Do not be i as some of them • 1 Cor 10:7

IDOLATRY

and presumption is as iniquity and i. • 1 Sm 15:23

bear the penalty for your sinful i, • Ezk 23:49

Therefore, my beloved, flee from i. • 1 Cor 10:14

IDOLS

Do not turn to i or make for • Lv 19:4

All who fashion i are nothing, and • Is 44:9

let your collection of i deliver you! • Is 57:13

Their i are like scarecrows in a • Jer 10:5

abstain from the things polluted by i, • Acts 15:20

as he saw that the city was full of i. • Acts 17:16

You who abhor i, do you rob temples? • Rom 2:22

Now concerning food offered to i: we • 1 Cor 8:1

That food offered to i is anything, or • 1 Cor 10:19

you turned to God from i to serve • 1 Thes 1:9

Little children, keep yourselves from i. • 1 Jn 5:21

IGNORANCE

brothers, I know that you acted in i, • Acts 3:17

The times of i God overlooked, but • Acts 17:30

the life of God because of the i • Eph 4:18

to the passions of your former i, • 1 Pt 1:14

should put to silence the i of foolish • 1 Pt 2:15

IGNORANT

being i of the righteousness of God, • Rom 10:3

Satan; for we are not i of his designs. • 2 Cor 2:11

deal gently with the i and wayward, • Heb 5:2

about matters of which they are i, • 2 Pt 2:12

ILL

Simon’s mother-in-law lay i with a • Mk 1:30

there was an official whose son was i. • Jn 4:46

is why many of you are weak and i, • 1 Cor 11:30

ILLNESS

in his i you restore him to full health. • Ps 41:3

“This i does not lead to death. • Jn 11:4

IMAGE

“Let us make man in our i, • Gn 1:26

be shed, for God made man in his own i. • Gn 9:6

shall not make for yourself a carved i, • Ex 20:4

i of jealousy, which provokes to • Ezk 8:3

Nebuchadnezzar made an i of gold, • Dn 3:1

to be conformed to the i of his Son, • Rom 8:29

since he is the i and glory of God, • 1 Cor 11:7

He is the i of the invisible God, • Col 1:15

would not worship the i of the beast • Rv 13:15

IMAGES

All worshipers of i are put to shame, • Ps 97:7

nothing; their metal i are empty wind. • Is 41:29

of the immortal God for i resembling • Rom 1:23

IMITATE

give you in ourselves an example to i. • 2 Thes 3:9

of their way of life, and i their faith. • Heb 13:7

do not i evil but i good. • 3 Jn 11

IMITATORS

Be i of me, as I am of Christ. • 1 Cor 11:1

Therefore be i of God, as beloved • Eph 5:1

And you became i of us and • 1 Thes 1:6

became i of the churches of God in • 1 Thes 2:14

may not be sluggish, but i • Heb 6:12

IMMANUEL

bear a son, and shall call his name I. • Is 7:14

call his name I” (which means, • Mt 1:23

IMMORAL

not to associate with sexually i people • 1 Cor 5:9

but the sexually i person sins against • 1 Cor 6:18

the sexually i, sorcerers, idolaters, • Rv 21:8

IMMORALITY

wife, except on the ground of sexual i, • Mt 5:32

of man, come evil thoughts, sexual i, • Mk 7:21

not in sexual i and sensuality, • Rom 13:13

The body is not meant for sexual i, • 1 Cor 6:13

But sexual i and all impurity • Eph 5:3

IMMORTAL

exchanged the glory of the i God • Rom 1:23

To the King of the ages, i, invisible, • 1 Tm 1:17

IMMORTALITY

seek for glory and honor and i, • Rom 2:7

and this mortal body must put on i. • 1 Cor 15:53

who alone has i, who dwells in • 1 Tm 6:16

and brought life and i to light through • 2 Tm 1:10

IMPERISHABLE

perishable body must put on the i, • 1 Cor 15:53

to an inheritance that is i, undefiled, • 1 Pt 1:4

IMPOSSIBLE

move, and nothing will be i for you.” • Mt 17:20

“With man this is i, but with God all • Mt 19:26

in which it is i for God to lie, • Heb 6:18

And without faith it is i to please him, • Heb 11:6

IMPOSTORS

We are treated as i, and yet are true; • 2 Cor 6:8

while evil people and i will go on • 2 Tm 3:13

IMPRISONMENT

become confident in the Lord by my i, • Phil 1:14

and flogging, and even chains and i. • Heb 11:36

IMPRISONMENTS

beatings, i, riots, labors, sleepless • 2 Cor 6:5

with far greater labors, far more i, • 2 Cor 11:23

IMPURITY

them up in the lusts of their hearts to i, • Rom 1:24

as slaves to i and to lawlessness • Rom 6:19

have not repented of the i, • 2 Cor 12:21

sexual immorality, i, sensuality, • Gal 5:19

For God has not called us for i, • 1 Thes 4:7

INCENSE

the cloud of the i may cover the mercy • Lv 16:13

my prayer be counted as i before you, • Ps 141:2

enter the temple of the Lord and burn i. • Lk 1:9

having the golden altar of i and the ark • Heb 9:4

i, which are the prayers of the saints. • Rv 5:8

INCLINE

and i your heart to the Lord, • Jos 24:23

But you did not i your ear or listen • Jer 35:15

O my God, i your ear and hear. Open • Dn 9:18

INCREASE

Of the i of his government and of peace • Is 9:7

run to and fro, and knowledge shall i.” • Dn 12:4

apostles said to the Lord, “I our faith!” • Lk 17:5

He must i, but I must decrease.” • Jn 3:30

And the word of God continued to i, • Acts 6:7

i the harvest of your righteousness. • 2 Cor 9:10

may the Lord make you i and abound • 1 Thes 3:12

INCREASED

And because lawlessness will be i, the • Mt 24:12

And Jesus i in wisdom and in stature • Lk 2:52

But the word of God i and multiplied. • Acts 12:24

but where sin i, grace abounded all • Rom 5:20

INCREASES

the wicked increase, transgression i, • Prv 29:16

to him who has no might he i strength. • Is 40:29

INCURABLE

flee away in a day of grief and i pain. • Is 17:11

is my pain unceasing, my wound i, • Jer 15:18

INDESTRUCTIBLE

but by the power of an i life. • Heb 7:16

INDIGNATION

Hot i seizes me because of the wicked, • Ps 119:53

upon me, for you had filled me with i. • Jer 15:17

shall prosper till the i is accomplished; • Dn 11:36

Who can stand before his i? • Na 1:6

INFANTS

Out of the mouth of babies and i, • Ps 8:2

“‘Out of the mouth of i and nursing • Mt 21:16

they were bringing even i to him that • Lk 18:15

Like newborn i, long for the pure • 1 Pt 2:2

INHABIT

you come into the land you are to i, • Nm 15:2

For the upright will i the land, and • Prv 2:21

INHABITANTS

let all the i of the world stand in awe • Ps 33:8

men of Judah, to the i of Jerusalem, • Dn 9:7

the i of Jerusalem a spirit of grace • Zec 12:10

INHERIT

offspring, and they shall i it forever.’” • Ex 32:13

The righteous shall i the land • Ps 37:29

his own household will i the wind, • Prv 11:29

Lord will i Judah as his portion • Zec 2:12

are the meek, for they shall i the earth. • Mt 5:5

what must I do to i eternal life?” • Mk 10:17

unrighteous will not i the kingdom of • 1 Cor 6:9

flesh and blood cannot i the kingdom • 1 Cor 15:50

such things will not i the kingdom of • Gal 5:21

INHERITANCE

of Egypt, to be a people of his own i, • Dt 4:20

places; indeed, I have a beautiful i. • Ps 16:6

A good man leaves an i to his • Prv 13:22

Wisdom is good with an i, an • Eccl 7:11

“This shall be their i: I am their i: • Ezk 44:28

tell my brother to divide the i with me.” • Lk 12:13

For if the i comes by the law, it no • Gal 3:18

In him we have obtained an i, • Eph 1:11

you to share in the i of the saints • Col 1:12

from the Lord you will receive the i • Col 3:24

may receive the promised eternal i, • Heb 9:15

to an i that is imperishable, undefiled, • 1 Pt 1:4

INIQUITIES

For my i have gone over my head; • Ps 38:4

my sins, and blot out all my i. • Ps 51:9

nor repay us according to our i. • Ps 103:10

The i of the wicked ensnare him, • Prv 5:22

he was crushed for our i; upon him • Is 53:5

righteous, and he shall bear their i. • Is 53:11

but your i have made a separation • Is 59:2

turning from our i and gaining insight • Dn 9:13

on us; he will tread our i underfoot. • Mi 7:19

For I will be merciful toward their i, • Heb 8:12

INIQUITY

A God of faithfulness and without i, • Dt 32:4

sin to you, and I did not cover my i; • Ps 32:5

Wash me thoroughly from my i, • Ps 51:2

who forgives all your i, who heals all • Ps 103:3

and let no i get dominion over me. • Ps 119:133

the Lord has laid on him the i • Is 53:6

Who is a God like you, pardoning i • Mi 7:18

I have taken your i away from you, • Zec 3:4

the name of the Lord depart from i.” • 2 Tm 2:19

INJUSTICE

“You shall do no i in court. You shall • Lv 19:15

for there is no i with the Lord • 2 Chr 19:7

Whoever sows i will reap calamity, • Prv 22:8

plowed iniquity; you have reaped i; • Hos 10:13

Is there i on God’s part? By no means! • Rom 9:14

INK

written not with i but with the Spirit • 2 Cor 3:3

I would rather not use paper and i. • 2 Jn 12

INN

there was no place for them in the i. • Lk 2:7

brought him to an i and took care of • Lk 10:34

INNOCENT

and do not kill the i and righteous, • Ex 23:7

errors? Declare me i from hidden faults. • Ps 19:12

because they have shed i blood in their • Jl 3:19

so be wise as serpents and i as doves. • Mt 10:16

“I am i of this man’s blood; • Mt 27:24

“Certainly this man was i!” • Lk 23:47

what is good and i as to what is evil. • Rom 16:19

such a high priest, holy, i, unstained, • Heb 7:26

INQUIRED

people of Israel i of the Lord, • Jgs 1:1

David i of the Lord, “Shall • 1 Sm 23:2

he i of them where the Christ was to • Mt 2:4

INSCRIBED

Oh that they were i in a book! • Jb 19:23

tell you what is i in the book of truth: • Dn 10:21

tribes of the sons of Israel were i • Rv 21:12

INSIGHT

the knowledge of the Holy One is i. • Prv 9:10

lavished upon us, in all wisdom and i • Eph 1:8

INSOLENT

The i have dug pitfalls for me; they do • Ps 119:85

slanderers, haters of God, i, • Rom 1:30

persecutor, and i opponent. But I • 1 Tm 1:13

INSTRUCT

I will i you and teach you in • Ps 32:8

knowledge and able to i one another. • Rom 15:14

the mind of the Lord so as to i him?” • 1 Cor 2:16

with my mind in order to i others, • 1 Cor 14:19

INSTRUCTED

when a wise man is i, he gains • Prv 21:11

because you are i from the law; • Rom 2:18

INSTRUCTION

which I have written for their i.” • Ex 24:12

Whoever heeds i is on the path to life, • Prv 10:17

Whoever ignores i despises himself, • Prv 15:32

in former days was written for our i, • Rom 15:4

but they were written down for our i, • 1 Cor 10:11

so that he may be able to give i • Ti 1:9

INSTRUCTS

in the night also my heart i me. • Ps 16:7

therefore he i sinners in the way. • Ps 25:8

INSULT

but the prudent ignores an i. • Prv 12:16

in saying these things you i us also.” • Lk 11:45

INSULTS

oppresses a poor man i his Maker, • Prv 14:31

whoever i his brother will be liable • Mt 5:22

INTEGRITY

away from evil? He still holds fast his i, • Jb 2:3

till I die I will not put away my i • Jb 27:5

May i and uprightness preserve me, • Ps 25:21

I will walk with i of heart • Ps 101:2

he is a shield to those who walk in i, • Prv 2:7

Whoever walks in i walks securely, • Prv 10:9

works, and in your teaching show i, • Ti 2:7

INTELLIGENT

when he closes his lips, he is deemed i. • Prv 17:28

An i heart acquires knowledge, and • Prv 18:15

INTERCEDES

but the Spirit himself i for us • Rom 8:26

INTERCESSION

the sin of many, and makes i for the • Is 53:12

he always lives to make i for them. • Heb 7:25

INTEREST

and you shall not exact i from him. • Ex 22:25

does not put out his money at i and • Ps 15:5

received what was my own with i. • Mt 25:27

INTERESTS

and his i are divided. And • 1 Cor 7:34

look not only to his own i, • Phil 2:4

INTERMARRY

You shall not i with them, • Dt 7:3

commandments again and i with the • Ezr 9:14

INTERPRET

You shall not i omens or tell fortunes. • Lv 19:26

and understanding to i dreams, • Dn 5:12

Do all speak with tongues? Do all i? • 1 Cor 12:30

But if there is no one to i, let • 1 Cor 14:28

INTERPRETATION

a tongue, or an i. Let all things be • 1 Cor 14:26

from someone’s own i. • 2 Pt 1:20

INTERPRETATIONS

“Do not i belong to God? • Gn 40:8

that you can give i and solve problems. • Dn 5:16

INVALID

who had been an i for thirty-eight years. • Jn 5:5

INVISIBLE

For his i attributes, namely, • Rom 1:20

in heaven and on earth, visible and i, • Col 1:16

immortal, i, the only God, • 1 Tm 1:17

for he endured as seeing him who is i. • Heb 11:27

INVITE

one of you will i his neighbor to come • Zec 3:10

the main roads and i to the wedding • Mt 22:9

But when you give a feast, i the poor, • Lk 14:13

INWARD

you delight in truth in the i being, • Ps 51:6

the i mind and heart of a man are deep. • Ps 64:6

For you formed my i parts; • Ps 139:13

INWARDLY

bless with their mouths, but i they curse. • Ps 62:4

sheep’s clothing but i are ravenous • Mt 7:15

IOTA

heaven and earth pass away, not an i, • Mt 5:18

IRON

of all instruments of bronze and i. • Gn 4:22

them with a rod of i and dash them in • Ps 2:9

I sharpens i, and one man • Prv 27:17

and he will rule them with a rod of i. • Rv 19:15

IRREVERENT

Have nothing to do with i, silly myths. • 1 Tm 4:7

But avoid i babble, for it will lead • 2 Tm 2:16

IRREVOCABLE

the gifts and the calling of God are i. • Rom 11:29

ISAAC

a son, and you shall call his name I. • Gn 17:19

for through I shall your offspring be • Gn 21:12

wood in order and bound I his son • Gn 22:9

soon as I had finished blessing Jacob, • Gn 27:30

God of Abraham, the God of I, • Ex 3:6

children by one man, our forefather I, • Rom 9:10

when he was tested, offered up I, • Heb 11:17

he offered up his son I on the altar? • Jas 2:21

ISAIAH

sackcloth, to the prophet I • 2 Kgs 19:2

I the prophet the son of Amoz wrote. • 2 Chr 26:22

And the Lord said to I, “Go out • Is 7:3

I when he said, “The voice of one • Mt 3:3

prophet I: “He took our illnesses and • Mt 8:17

Well did I prophesy of you, when he • Mt 15:7

and he was reading the prophet I. • Acts 8:28

I cries out concerning Israel: “Though • Rom 9:27

Then I is so bold as to say, “I have • Rom 10:20

ISHMAEL

You shall call his name I, because • Gn 16:11

The sons of Abraham: Isaac and I. • 1 Chr 1:28

ISRAEL

shall no longer be called Jacob, but I, • Gn 32:28

All these are the twelve tribes of I. • Gn 49:28

Then Moses made I set out • Ex 15:22

“Hear, O I: The Lord our God, • Dt 6:4

“The glory has departed from I, • 1 Sm 4:22

I commanded to shepherd my people I, • 2 Sm 7:7

And he will redeem I from all • Ps 130:8

I was holy to the Lord, • Jer 2:3

new covenant with the house of I and • Jer 31:31

For I has forgotten his Maker and built • Hos 8:14

When I was a child, I loved him, and • Hos 11:1

ruler who will shepherd my people I.’” • Mt 2:6

no one in I have I found such faith. • Mt 8:10

to the lost sheep of the house of I. • Mt 10:6

Gentiles, and for glory to your people I.” • Lk 2:32

at this time restore the kingdom to I?” • Acts 1:6

God has brought to I a Savior, • Acts 13:23

not all who are descended from I belong • Rom 9:6

all I will be saved, • Rom 11:26

new covenant with the house of I and • Heb 8:8

tribes of the sons of I were inscribed • Rv 21:12

ISRAELITE

said of him, “Behold, an I indeed, in • Jn 1:47

For I myself am an I, a descendant of • Rom 11:1

ISRAELITES

They are I, and to them belong the • Rom 9:4

such glory that the I could not gaze at • 2 Cor 3:7

exodus of the I and gave directions • Heb 11:22

ISSACHAR

husband.” So she called his name I. • Gn 30:18

	


J (TOP)

JACOB

Esau’s heel, so his name was called J. • Gn 25:26

J said, “Sell me your birthright now.” • Gn 25:31

J said to his father, “I am Esau • Gn 27:19

Then J awoke from his sleep and said, • Gn 28:16

So J served seven years for Rachel, • Gn 29:20

J was left alone. And a man wrestled • Gn 32:24

God appeared to J again, when he • Gn 35:9

Now the sons of J were twelve. • Gn 35:22

Egypt, J and all his offspring with him, • Gn 46:6

“Yet I have loved J • Mal 1:2

As it is written, “J I loved, but Esau I • Rom 9:13

By faith J, when dying, blessed each • Heb 11:21

JAIRUS

the rulers of the synagogue, J by name, • Mk 5:22

JAMES

J the son of Zebedee and John • Mt 4:21

And are not his brothers J and Joseph • Mt 13:55

Jesus took with him Peter and J, and • Mt 17:1

He killed J the brother of John with the • Acts 12:2

After they finished speaking, J replied, • Acts 15:13

the other apostles except J the Lord’s • Gal 1:19

JAPHETH

Noah fathered Shem, Ham, and J. • Gn 5:32

JAR

‘Please let down your j that I may • Gn 24:14

handful of flour in a j and a little oil • 1 Kgs 17:12

nothing in the house except a j of oil.” • 2 Kgs 4:2

woman left her water j and went away • Jn 4:28

JARS

empty j, with torches inside the j. • Jgs 7:16

“Fill four j with water and pour it on • 1 Kgs 18:33

six stone water j there for the Jewish • Jn 2:6

But we have this treasure in j of clay, • 2 Cor 4:7

JEALOUS

And his brothers were j of him, but his • Gn 37:11

I the Lord your God am a j God, • Ex 20:5

name is J, is a j God), • Ex 34:14

your God is a consuming fire, a j God. • Dt 4:24

“I have been very j for the Lord, • 1 Kgs 19:10

and I will be j for my holy name. • Ezk 39:25

Then the Lord became j for his • Jl 2:18

I am exceedingly j for Jerusalem • Zec 1:14

“I will make you j of those who are • Rom 10:19

JEALOUSY

provoked him to j with their sins • 1 Kgs 14:22

they moved him to j with their idols. • Ps 78:58

but who can stand before j? • Prv 27:4

I am jealous for Zion with great j, • Zec 8:2

For while there is j and strife • 1 Cor 3:3

Shall we provoke the Lord to j? • 1 Cor 10:22

For I feel a divine j for you, since • 2 Cor 11:2

strife, j, fits of anger, rivalries, • Gal 5:20

For where j and selfish ambition exist, • Jas 3:16

JEBUSITES

J, a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ • Ex 3:17

drive out the J who lived in Jerusalem, • Jgs 1:21

JEHOAHAZ

J the son of Jehu began to reign over • 2 Kgs 13:1

J was twenty-three years old when • 2 Kgs 23:31

JEHOIACHIN

And he carried away J to Babylon. • 2 Kgs 24:15

graciously freed J king of Judah • 2 Kgs 25:27

So J put off his prison garments. • Jer 52:33

JEHOIADA

to all that J the priest commanded, • 2 Kgs 11:9

But J grew old and full of days, and • 2 Chr 24:15

JEHOIAKIM

father, and changed his name to J. • 2 Kgs 23:34

says the Lord concerning J • Jer 22:18

In the fourth year of J the son of Josiah, • Jer 36:1

year of the reign of J king of Judah, • Dn 1:1

JEHOSHAPHAT

in the third year J the king of Judah • 1 Kgs 22:2

The Lord was with J, because • 2 Chr 17:3

JEHU

And J the son of Nimshi you shall • 1 Kgs 19:16

Then J mounted his chariot and went • 2 Kgs 9:16

Thus J wiped out Baal from Israel. • 2 Kgs 10:28

JEPHTHAH

Now J the Gileadite was a mighty • Jgs 11:1

And J made a vow to the Lord • Jgs 11:30

JEREMIAH

Lord by the mouth of J, • 2 Chr 36:21

by the mouth of J might be fulfilled, • Ezr 1:1

Then Pashhur beat J the prophet, • Jer 20:2

scroll at the dictation of J all the words • Jer 36:4

word of the Lord came to J • Jer 37:6

in the land of Egypt, answered J: • Jer 44:15

word of the Lord to J the • Dn 9:2

what was spoken by the prophet J: • Mt 2:17

and others J or one of the prophets.” • Mt 16:14

had been spoken by the prophet J, • Mt 27:9

JERICHO

When Joshua was by J, he lifted up • Jos 5:13

As he drew near to J, a blind man • Lk 18:35

By faith the walls of J fell • Heb 11:30

JEROBOAM

Solomon sought therefore to kill J. • 1 Kgs 11:40

all Israel heard that J had returned, • 1 Kgs 12:20

thing became sin to the house of J, • 1 Kgs 13:34

upon the house of J and will cut off • 1 Kgs 14:10

JERUSALEM

at J he reigned over all Israel and Judah • 2 Sm 5:5

carried the ark of God back to J, • 2 Sm 15:29

Solomon desired to build in J, • 1 Kgs 9:19

“In J will I put my name.” • 2 Kgs 21:4

He carried away all J and all the • 2 Kgs 24:14

So I went to J and was there three days. • Neh 2:11

Pray for the peace of J! • Ps 122:6

The Lord builds up J; • Ps 147:2

Speak tenderly to J, and cry to her • Is 40:2

I create J to be a joy, and her people to • Is 65:18

the holy land, and will again choose J.” • Zec 2:12

J shall dwell in security. • Zec 14:11

“See, we are going up to J. And the • Mt 20:18

“O J, J, the city that kills • Mt 23:37

the boy Jesus stayed behind in J. • Lk 2:43

when you see J surrounded by armies, • Lk 21:20

name to all nations, beginning from J. • Lk 24:47

but you say that in J is the place where • Jn 4:20

go up to J to the apostles and the elders • Acts 15:2

my service for J may be acceptable • Rom 15:31

she corresponds to the present J, for • Gal 4:25

city of the living God, the heavenly J, • Heb 12:22

city of my God, the new J, which • Rv 3:12

showed me the holy city J coming • Rv 21:10

JESSE

Obed fathered J, and J • Ru 4:22

And J said to David his son, “Take • 1 Sm 17:17

forth a shoot from the stump of J, • Is 11:1

in David the son of J a man after my • Acts 13:22

Isaiah says, “The root of J will come, • Rom 15:12

JESUS

Then J was led up by the Spirit • Mt 4:1

These twelve J sent out, instructing • Mt 10:5

together in order to arrest J by stealth • Mt 26:4

seeking false testimony against J • Mt 26:59

But J remained silent. • Mt 26:63

“This man was with J of Nazareth.” • Mt 26:71

“This is J, the King of the Jews.” • Mt 27:37

“J, Son of David, have mercy on me!” • Mk 10:47

And at the ninth hour J cried with a • Mk 15:34

He drew near to J to kiss him, • Lk 22:47

them once more, desiring to release J, • Lk 23:20

“J, remember me when you come into • Lk 23:42

J wept. • Jn 11:35

that he might take away the body of J, • Jn 19:38

I have dealt with all that J began to do • Acts 1:1

This J God raised up, and of • Acts 2:32

“I am J, whom you are persecuting. • Acts 9:5

saved through the grace of the Lord J, • Acts 15:11

‘I am J of Nazareth, whom you are • Acts 22:8

J Christ, through whom are all things • 1 Cor 8:6

is not ourselves, but J Christ as Lord, • 2 Cor 4:5

do everything in the name of the Lord J, • Col 3:17

consider J, the apostle and high priest • Heb 3:1

J, the Son of God, let us hold fast our • Heb 4:14

This makes J the guarantor of a better • Heb 7:22

Whoever confesses that J is the Son • 1 Jn 4:15

The revelation of J Christ, • Rv 1:1

“I, J, have sent my angel to testify • Rv 22:16

JEW

For Mordecai the J was second in rank • Est 10:3

take hold of the robe of a J, • Zec 8:23

the J first and also to the Greek. • Rom 1:16

But a J is one inwardly, and • Rom 2:29

Then what advantage has the J? Or • Rom 3:1

no distinction between J and Greek; • Rom 10:12

To the Jews I became as a J, • 1 Cor 9:20

There is neither J nor Greek, • Gal 3:28

JEWEL

the lips of knowledge are a precious j. • Prv 20:15

city were adorned with every kind of j. • Rv 21:19

JEWELS

She is more precious than j, • Prv 3:15

for wisdom is better than j, and all • Prv 8:11

like the j of a crown they shall shine • Zec 9:16

JEWS

Haman sought to destroy all the J, • Est 3:6

he who has been born king of the J? • Mt 2:2

“Are you the King of the J?” • Mt 27:11

for salvation is from the J. • Jn 4:22

Jesus said to the J who had believed • Jn 8:31

Or is God the God of J only? • Rom 3:29

For J demand signs and Greeks • 1 Cor 1:22

To the J I became as a Jew, • 1 Cor 9:20

into one bodyJ or Greeks, slaves or • 1 Cor 12:13

you force the Gentiles to live like J?” • Gal 2:14

JEZEBEL

J cut off the prophets of the Lord, • 1 Kgs 18:4

Ahab, whom J his wife incited. • 1 Kgs 21:25

JOAB

But J and Abishai pursued Abner. • 2 Sm 2:24

the blood that J shed without cause. • 1 Kgs 2:31

JOASH

took J the son of Ahaziah and stole • 2 Kgs 11:2

And J did what was right in the eyes • 2 Chr 24:2

And J the king of Israel sent word to • 2 Chr 25:18

JOB

land of Uz whose name was J, • Jb 1:1

J, that there is none like him on the earth, • Jb 1:8

Daniel, and J, were in it, they would • Ezk 14:14

have heard of the steadfastness of J, • Jas 5:11

JOEL

was uttered through the prophet J: • Acts 2:16

JOHN

In those days J the Baptist • Mt 3:1

when he heard that J had been arrested, • Mt 4:12

son of Zebedee, and J his brother; • Mt 10:2

“Go and tell J what you hear and see: • Mt 11:4

He sent and had J beheaded • Mt 14:10

“Some say J the Baptist, • Mt 16:14

was the baptism of J from heaven or • Lk 20:4

And J bore witness: “I saw the Spirit • Jn 1:32

Now Peter and J were going • Acts 3:1

they saw the boldness of Peter and J, • Acts 4:13

to take with them J called Mark. • Acts 15:37

and when James and Cephas and J, • Gal 2:9

I, J, am the one who heard and saw • Rv 22:8

JOIN

and do not j with those who • Prv 24:21

‘Come, let us j ourselves to the Lord • Jer 50:5

None of the rest dared j them, but the • Acts 5:13

surprised when you do not j them • 1 Pt 4:4

JOINED

What therefore God has j together, • Mt 19:6

But he who is j to the Lord becomes • 1 Cor 6:17

being j together, grows into a • Eph 2:21

JOINT

hip was put out of j as he wrestled with • Gn 32:25

held together by every j with which it • Eph 4:16

be put out of j but rather be healed. • Heb 12:13

JOKING

his neighbor and says, “I am only j!” • Prv 26:19

nor foolish talk nor crude j, • Eph 5:4

JONAH

appointed a great fish to swallow up J. • Jon 1:17

to it except the sign of the prophet J. • Mt 12:39

something greater than J is here. • Lk 11:32

JONATHAN

And Saul and J his son • 1 Sm 13:16

And J spoke well of David to Saul • 1 Sm 19:4

“J lies slain on your high places. • 2 Sm 1:25

JOPPA

He went down to J and found a ship • Jon 1:3

Send therefore to J and ask for Simon • Acts 10:32

JORDAN

of you will pass over the J • Nm 32:21

that Moses gave you beyond the J, • Jos 1:14

the nation finished passing over the J. • Jos 3:17

“Go and wash in the J seven times, • 2 Kgs 5:10

baptized by him in the river J, • Mt 3:6

JOSEPH

sons of Rachel: J and Benjamin. • Gn 35:24

Now Israel loved J more than • Gn 37:3

Now J was handsome in form • Gn 39:6

And J stored up grain in great • Gn 41:49

So J went up to bury his father. • Gn 50:7

king over Egypt, who did not know J. • Ex 1:8

Moses took the bones of J with him, • Ex 13:19

Mary had been betrothed to J, • Mt 1:18

Lord appeared in a dream to J in Egypt, • Mt 2:19

And J took the body and wrapped it • Mt 27:59

JOSHUA

Moses said to J, “Choose for us men, • Ex 17:9

And J the son of Nun, the assistant of • Nm 11:28

J the son of Nun, who stands before • Dt 1:38

J said, “Alas, O Lord God, • Jos 7:7

So J made a covenant with the people • Jos 24:25

JOSIAH

J was eight years old when he began • 2 Kgs 22:1

J put away the mediums • 2 Kgs 23:24

J kept a Passover to the Lord • 2 Chr 35:1

word of the Lord came in the days of J • Jer 1:2

JOURNEY

and eat, for the j is too great for you.” • 1 Kgs 19:7

great city, three days’ j in breadth. • Jon 3:3

no bag for your j, or two tunics or • Mt 10:10

“For it will be like a man going on a j, • Mt 25:14

Jesus, wearied as he was from his j, • Jn 4:6

JOY

the j of the Lord is your strength.” • Neh 8:10

You have put more j in my heart • Ps 4:7

him glad with the j of your presence. • Ps 21:6

but j comes with the morning. • Ps 30:5

works of your hands I sing for j. • Ps 92:4

“For you shall go out in j and be led • Is 55:12

take j in the God of my salvation. • Hab 3:18

from the tomb with fear and great j, • Mt 28:8

I bring you good news of great j • Lk 2:10

and that your j may be full. • Jn 15:11

and no one will take your j from you. • Jn 16:22

fill you with all j and peace in • Rom 15:13

complete my j by being of the same • Phil 2:2

For you are our glory and j. • 1 Thes 2:20

Count it all j, my brothers, • Jas 1:2

things so that our j may be complete. • 1 Jn 1:4

JOYFUL

let us make a j noise to the rock of our • Ps 95:1

Make a j noise to the Lord, • Ps 100:1

A j heart is good medicine, • Prv 17:22

for them than to be j and to do good • Eccl 3:12

make them j in my house of prayer; • Is 56:7

JUBILEE

That fiftieth year shall be a j for you; • Lv 25:11

And when the j of the people of Israel • Nm 36:4

JUDAH

she called his name J. • Gn 29:35

And J said to Israel his father, “Send • Gn 43:8

The scepter shall not depart from J, • Gn 49:10

But the house of J followed David. • 2 Sm 2:10

cities of J, “Behold your God!” • Is 40:9

are too little to be among the clans of J, • Mi 5:2

“I will strengthen the house of J, and I • Zec 10:6

no means least among the rulers of J; • Mt 2:6

that our Lord was descended from J, • Heb 7:14

the Lion of the tribe of J, the Root • Rv 5:5

JUDAISM

devout converts to J followed Paul • Acts 13:43

I was advancing in J beyond many of • Gal 1:14

JUDAS

and J Iscariot, who betrayed him. • Mt 10:4

already put it into the heart of J Iscariot, • Jn 13:2

dipped the morsel, he gave it to J, • Jn 13:26

JUDEA

was born in Bethlehem of J • Mt 2:1

spread through the whole of J and all • Lk 7:17

“Men of J and all who dwell in • Acts 2:14

delivered from the unbelievers in J, • Rom 15:31

JUDGE

Shall not the J of all the earth do what • Gn 18:25

for he comes to j the earth. • 1 Chr 16:33

God is a righteous j, and a God • Ps 7:11

he will j the peoples with equity.” • Ps 96:10

for there I will sit to j all the • Jl 3:12

“J not, that you be not judged. • Mt 7:1

for I did not come to j the world but • Jn 12:47

a day on which he will j the world • Acts 17:31

know that the saints will j the world? • 1 Cor 6:2

who is to j the living and the dead, • 2 Tm 4:1

There is only one lawgiver and j, • Jas 4:12

behold, the J is standing at the door. • Jas 5:9

to him who is ready to j the living and • 1 Pt 4:5

whom the authority to j was committed. • Rv 20:4

JUDGED

he said to him, “You have j rightly.” • Lk 7:43

under the law will be j by the law. • Rom 2:12

But if we j ourselves truly, we • 1 Cor 11:31

we who teach will be j with greater • Jas 3:1

And the dead were j by what • Rv 20:12

JUDGES

“You shall appoint j and officers in all • Dt 16:18

Then the Lord raised up j, • Jgs 2:16

surely there is a God who j on earth.” • Ps 58:11

God j the secrets of men by Christ • Rom 2:16

It is the Lord who j me. • 1 Cor 4:4

call on him as Father who j impartially • 1 Pt 1:17

in righteousness he j and makes war. • Rv 19:11

JUDGMENT

wicked will not stand in the j, nor • Ps 1:5

but it is God who executes j, • Ps 75:7

Teach me good j and knowledge, • Ps 119:66

God will bring every deed into j, • Eccl 12:14

by fire will the Lord enter into j, • Is 66:16

on the day of j people will give account • Mt 12:36

but has given all j to the Son, • Jn 5:22

concerning sin and righteousness and j: • Jn 16:8

God’s righteous j will be revealed. • Rom 2:5

all stand before the j seat of God; • Rom 14:10

body eats and drinks j on himself. • 1 Cor 11:29

Therefore let no one pass j • Col 2:16

man to die once, and after that comes j, • Heb 9:27

a fearful expectation of j, and a fury • Heb 10:27

Mercy triumphs over j. • Jas 2:13

For it is time for j to begin at • 1 Pt 4:17

day of j and destruction of the ungodly. • 2 Pt 3:7

gloomy darkness until the j • Jude 6

j has come, and worship him who • Rv 14:7

JUDGMENTS

our God; his j are in all the earth. • 1 Chr 16:14

your j are like the great deep; • Ps 36:6

Lord of hosts, Render true j, • Zec 7:9

the Almighty, true and just are your j!” • Rv 16:7

JUST

without iniquity, j and upright is he. • Dt 32:4

works of his hands are faithful and j; • Ps 111:7

The thoughts of the righteous are j; • Prv 12:5

and does what is j and right, • Ezk 18:27

are right and his ways are j; • Dn 4:37

sends rain on the j and on the unjust. • Mt 5:45

so that he might be j and the justifier • Rom 3:26

disobedience received a j retribution, • Heb 2:2

J and true are your ways, O King • Rv 15:3

JUSTICE

You shall not pervert j. • Dt 16:19

j and abundant righteousness • Jb 37:23

For the Lord loves j; he will • Ps 37:28

I will sing of steadfast love and j; • Ps 101:1

Blessed are they who observe j, • Ps 106:3

When j is done, it is a joy to the • Prv 21:15

Evil men do not understand j, • Prv 28:5

By j a king builds up the land, but he • Prv 29:4

do good; seek j, correct oppression; • Is 1:17

And I will make j the line, • Is 28:17

For the Lord is a God of j; • Is 30:18

he will bring forth j to the nations. • Is 42:1

and I will set my j for a light • Is 51:4

But let j roll down like waters, • Am 5:24

Lord require of you but to do j, • Mi 6:8

every morning he shows forth his j; • Zep 3:5

Or by asking, “Where is the God of j?” • Mal 2:17

and he will proclaim j to the Gentiles. • Mt 12:18

and neglect j and the love of God. • Lk 11:42

And will not God give j to his elect, • Lk 18:7

JUSTIFICATION

for our trespasses and raised for our j. • Rom 4:25

one act of righteousness leads to j • Rom 5:18

JUSTIFIED

Yet wisdom is j by her deeds.” • Mt 11:19

for by your words you will be j, • Mt 12:37

this man went down to his house j, • Lk 18:14

and are j by his grace as a gift, • Rom 3:24

For we hold that one is j by faith apart • Rom 3:28

For if Abraham was j by works, he • Rom 4:2

since we have been j by faith, • Rom 5:1

whom he called he also j, and those • Rom 8:30

with the heart one believes and is j, • Rom 10:10

you were j in the name of the Lord • 1 Cor 6:11

in order to be j by faith in Christ • Gal 2:16

in order that we might be j by faith. • Gal 3:24

so that being j by his grace we might • Ti 3:7

You see that a person is j by works • Jas 2:24

JUSTIFIER

he might be just and the j of the one • Rom 3:26

JUSTIFIES

He who j the wicked and he who • Prv 17:15

work but believes in him who j the • Rom 4:5

against God’s elect? It is God who j. • Rom 8:33

JUSTIFY

But he, desiring to j himself, said to • Lk 10:29

who will j the circumcised by faith • Rom 3:30

foreseeing that God would j the Gentiles • Gal 3:8

JUSTLY

No one enters suit j; no one goes to law • Is 59:4

entrusting himself to him who judges j. • 1 Pt 2:23

	


K (TOP)

KEEP

garden of Eden to work it and k it. • Gn 2:15

“As for you, you shall k my covenant, • Gn 17:9

K back your servant also from • Ps 19:13

chide, nor will he k his anger forever. • Ps 103:9

k you from all evil; he will k your • Ps 121:7

K your heart with all vigilance, for • Prv 4:23

a time to k, and a time to cast away; • Eccl 3:6

enter life, k the commandments.” • Mt 19:17

who hear the word of God and k it!” • Lk 11:28

“If you love me, you will k my • Jn 14:15

Holy Father, k them in your name, • Jn 17:11

of God, that we k his commandments. • 1 Jn 5:3

and with those who k the words of this • Rv 22:9

KEEPER

“I do not know; am I my brother’s k?” • Gn 4:9

The Lord is your k; • Ps 121:5

I, the Lord, am its k; • Is 27:3

KEEPS

the faithful God who k covenant and • Dt 7:9

awesome God who k covenant and • Neh 1:5

he who k you will not slumber. • Ps 121:3

Does not he who k watch over your • Prv 24:12

the law? Yet none of you k the law. • Jn 7:19

Blessed is the one who k the words • Rv 22:7

KEPT

and your sins have k good from you. • Jer 5:25

“All these I have k. What do I still • Mt 19:20

Because you have k my word about • Rv 3:10

KEY

his shoulder the k of the house of David. • Is 22:22

the true one, who has the k of David, • Rv 3:7

in his hand the k to the bottomless pit • Rv 20:1

KEYS

I will give you the k of the kingdom of • Mt 16:19

and I have the k of Death and Hades. • Rv 1:18

KILL

and whoever finds me will k me.” • Gn 4:14

and they will k him, and he will be • Mt 17:23

of whom they will k and persecute,’ • Lk 11:49

do not fear those who k the body, • Lk 12:4

the law. Why do you seek to k me?” • Jn 7:19

KILLED

up against his brother Abel and k him. • Gn 4:8

Lord k all the firstborn in the • Ex 13:15

and he sent and k all the male children • Mt 2:16

And when he is k, after three days he • Mk 9:31

of the prophets whom your fathers k. • Lk 11:47

sake we are being k all the day long; • Rom 8:36

who k both the Lord Jesus and the • 1 Thes 2:15

they were k with the sword. • Heb 11:37

Antipas my faithful witness, who was k • Rv 2:13

KILLS

the city that k the prophets and stones • Mt 23:37

coming when whoever k you will think • Jn 16:2

KIND

is their seed, each according to its k, • Gn 1:11

all his words and k in all his works.] • Ps 145:13

A man who is k benefits himself, but • Prv 11:17

for he is k to the ungrateful and the evil. • Lk 6:35

Love is patient and k; love does not • 1 Cor 13:4

Be k to one another, tenderhearted, • Eph 4:32

not be quarrelsome but k to everyone, • 2 Tm 2:24

pure, working at home, k, and • Ti 2:5

KINDNESS

righteousness and k will find life, • Prv 21:21

I led them with cords of k, with the • Hos 11:4

show k and mercy to one another, • Zec 7:9

but God’s k to you, provided you • Rom 11:22

patience, k, the Holy Spirit, genuine • 2 Cor 6:6

of his grace in k toward us in Christ • Eph 2:7

the goodness and loving k of God our • Ti 3:4

KING

“Give us a k to judge us.” And Samuel • 1 Sm 8:6

Lord your God was your k. • 1 Sm 12:12

The Lord is k forever and ever; • Ps 10:16

Who is this K of glory? • Ps 24:8

For God is the K of all the earth; sing • Ps 47:7

for my eyes have seen the K, • Is 6:5

Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your K.” • Is 43:15

is the living God and the everlasting K. • Jer 10:10

Behold, your k is coming to you; • Zec 9:9

he who has been born k of the Jews? • Mt 2:2

‘Behold, your k is coming to you, • Mt 21:5

“Are you the K of the Jews?” • Mt 27:11

“Blessed is the K who comes in • Lk 19:38

Son of God! You are the K of Israel!” • Jn 1:49

“We have no k but Caesar.” • Jn 19:15

To the K of the ages, immortal, invisible, • 1 Tm 1:17

the K of kings and Lord of lords, • 1 Tm 6:15

for he is Lord of lords and K of kings, • Rv 17:14

written, K of kings and Lord of lords. • Rv 19:16

KINGDOM

and you shall be to me a k of priests • Ex 19:6

establish the throne of his k forever. • 2 Sm 7:13

Yours is the k, O Lord, and • 1 Chr 29:11

The scepter of your k is a scepter of • Ps 45:6

in the heavens, and his k rules over all. • Ps 103:19

His k is an everlasting k, • Dn 4:3

Your k come, your will be done, on • Mt 6:10

is least in the k of heaven is greater • Mt 11:11

“The k of heaven may be compared to • Mt 13:24

a rich person to enter the k of God.” • Mt 19:24

against nation, and k against k, • Mt 24:7

‘The k of God has come near to you.’ • Lk 10:9

“My k is not of this world. If my k • Jn 18:36

For the k of God is not a matter of • Rom 14:17

For the k of God does not consist • 1 Cor 4:20

blood cannot inherit the k of God, • 1 Cor 15:50

of uprightness is the scepter of your k. • Heb 1:8

“The k of the world has become the • Rv 11:15

KINGS

nations, and k shall come from you. • Gn 17:6

The k of the earth set themselves, • Ps 2:2

By me k reign, and rulers decree • Prv 8:15

your God is God of gods and Lord of k, • Dn 2:47

out of this kingdom ten k shall arise, • Dn 7:24

before governors and k for my sake, • Mt 10:18

that many prophets and k desired • Lk 10:24

The k of the earth set themselves, and • Acts 4:26

KISS

K the Son, lest he be angry, and you • Ps 2:12

righteousness and peace k each other. • Ps 85:10

Let him k me with the kisses of his • Sg 1:2

“The one I will k is the man; seize • Mt 26:48

you betray the Son of Man with a k?” • Lk 22:48

Greet one another with a holy k. • Rom 16:16

KISSED

her head and k his feet and anointed • Lk 7:38

they embraced Paul and k him, • Acts 20:37

KNEE

‘To me every k shall bow, every tongue • Is 45:23

the Lord, every k shall bow to me, • Rom 14:11

the name of Jesus every k should bow, • Phil 2:10

KNEES

all the k that have not bowed to Baal • 1 Kgs 19:18

and fell on his k before Elijah and • 2 Kgs 1:13

and fell upon my k and spread out my • Ezr 9:5

He got down on his k three times a day • Dn 6:10

For this reason I bow my k before the • Eph 3:14

KNELT

rest of the people k down to drink • Jgs 7:6

he had k with hands outstretched • 1 Kgs 8:54

stone’s throw, and k down and prayed, • Lk 22:41

KNEW

“Before I formed you in the womb I k • Jer 1:5

for I k that you are a gracious God and • Jon 4:2

‘I never k you; depart from me, • Mt 7:23

demons to speak, because they k him. • Mk 1:34

But he k their thoughts, and he said • Lk 6:8

man, for he himself k what was in man. • Jn 2:25

KNIT

and k me together with bones and • Jb 10:11

nourished and k together through its • Col 2:19

KNOCK

seek, and you will find; k, and it will • Mt 7:7

k at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ • Lk 13:25

KNOW

K then in your heart that, as a man • Dt 8:5

you only, k the hearts of all the • 1 Kgs 8:39

For I k that my Redeemer lives, and • Jb 19:25

“I k that you can do all things, and that • Jb 42:2

Make me to k your ways, O • Ps 25:4

For I k my transgressions, and my sin • Ps 51:3

And I applied my heart to k wisdom • Eccl 1:17

a heart to k that I am the Lord, • Jer 24:7

saying, ‘K the Lord,’ for they • Jer 31:34

him, yet the world did not k him. • Jn 1:10

I k my own and my own k me, • Jn 10:14

life, that they k you the only true God, • Jn 17:3

“It is not for you to k times or seasons • Acts 1:7

And we k that for those who love God • Rom 8:28

k in part; then I shall k fully, • 1 Cor 13:12

that I may k him and the power of his • Phil 3:10

‘K the Lord,’ for they shall all k me, • Heb 8:11

Whoever says “I k him” but does not • 1 Jn 2:4

you may k that you have eternal life. • 1 Jn 5:13

“‘I k your works, your toil and your • Rv 2:2

and you will not k at what hour I will • Rv 3:3

KNOWING

Jesus, k their thoughts, said, “Why do • Mt 9:4

Jesus, k all that would happen to him, • Jn 18:4

surpassing worth of k Christ Jesus my • Phil 3:8

KNOWLEDGE

and the tree of the k of good and evil. • Gn 2:9

out speech, and night to night reveals k. • Ps 19:2

Such k is too wonderful for me; it is • Ps 139:6

The wise lay up k, but the mouth of • Prv 10:14

Whoever loves discipline loves k, • Prv 12:1

In everything the prudent acts with k, • Prv 13:16

shall be full of the k of the Lord • Is 11:9

My people are destroyed for lack of k; • Hos 4:6

will be filled with the k of the glory • Hab 2:14

to give k of salvation to his people in • Lk 1:77

For you have taken away the key of k. • Lk 11:52

filled with all k and able to instruct • Rom 15:14

This “k” puffs up, but love builds up. • 1 Cor 8:1

the love of Christ that surpasses k, • Eph 3:19

all the treasures of wisdom and k. • Col 2:3

your faith with virtue, and virtue with k, • 2 Pt 1:5

But grow in the grace and k of our • 2 Pt 3:18

KNOWN

Make them k to your children • Dt 4:9

you have searched me and k me! • Ps 139:1

a child makes himself k by his acts, • Prv 20:11

bad, for the tree is k by its fruit. • Mt 12:33

at the Father’s side, he has made him k. • Jn 1:18

For what can be k about God is plain • Rom 1:19

“For who has k the mind of the Lord, • Rom 11:34

if anyone loves God, he is k by God. • 1 Cor 8:3

to know God, or rather to be k by God, • Gal 4:9

better for them never to have k the way • 2 Pt 2:21

KNOWS

But he k the way that I take; • Jb 23:10

Lord k the way of the righteous, • Ps 1:6

righteous man k the rights of the poor; • Prv 29:7

he k what is in the darkness, • Dn 2:22

he k those who take refuge in him. • Na 1:7

your Father k what you need before • Mt 6:8

that day and hour no one k, • Mt 24:36

k what is the mind of the Spirit, • Rom 8:27

imagines that he k something, he • 1 Cor 8:2

“The Lord k those who are his,” • 2 Tm 2:19

So whoever k the right thing to do and • Jas 4:17

loves has been born of God and k God. • 1 Jn 4:7

stone that no one k except the one who • Rv 2:17

	


L (TOP)

LABAN

had a brother whose name was L. • Gn 24:29

Arise, flee to L my brother in Haran • Gn 27:43

Then Jacob said to L, “Give me my • Gn 29:21

LABOR

Six days you shall l, and do all your • Ex 20:9

shall eat the fruit of the l of your hands; • Ps 128:2

your l for that which does not satisfy? • Is 55:2

Come to me, all who l and are heavy • Mt 11:28

you to reap that for which you did not l. • Jn 4:38

receive his wages according to his l. • 1 Cor 3:8

respect those who l among you and • 1 Thes 5:12

LABORED

land on which you had not l and cities • Jos 24:13

afraid I may have l over you in vain. • Gal 4:11

LABORER

provide, for the l deserves his wages. • Lk 10:7

“The l deserves his wages.” • 1 Tm 5:18

LABORERS

harvest is plentiful, but the l are few; • Mt 9:37

After agreeing with the l for a denarius • Mt 20:2

the wages of the l who mowed your • Jas 5:4

LABORS

over all the toil of my l under the sun, • Eccl 2:20

like a madmanwith far greater l, • 2 Cor 11:23

Spirit, “that they may rest from their l, • Rv 14:13

LACK

seek the Lord l no good thing. • Ps 34:10

these I have kept. What do I still l?” • Mt 19:20

on their way; see that they l nothing. • Ti 3:13

LACKS

who follows worthless pursuits l sense. • Prv 12:11

If any of you l wisdom, let him ask God, • Jas 1:5

For whoever l these qualities is so • 2 Pt 1:9

LADDER

there was a l set up on the earth, • Gn 28:12

LAID

Lord has l on him the iniquity • Is 53:6

the council of elders l their hands • 1 Tm 4:14

love, that he l down his life for us, • 1 Jn 3:16

LAKE

And a windstorm came down on the l, • Lk 8:23

and Hades were thrown into the l of fire. • Rv 20:14

LAMB

provide for himself the l for a burnt • Gn 22:8

to your clans, and kill the Passover l. • Ex 12:21

took the poor man’s l and prepared it • 2 Sm 12:4

The wolf shall dwell with the l, • Is 11:6

like a l that is led to the slaughter, • Is 53:7

“Behold, the L of God, who takes away • Jn 1:29

slaughter and like a l before its shearer • Acts 8:32

For Christ, our Passover l, has been • 1 Cor 5:7

like that of a l without blemish or spot. • 1 Pt 1:19

among the elders I saw a L standing, • Rv 5:6

“Worthy is the L who was slain, • Rv 5:12

When the L opened the seventh seal, • Rv 8:1

by the blood of the L and by the word • Rv 12:11

It is these who follow the L wherever • Rv 14:4

God gives it light, and its lamp is the L. • Rv 21:23

LAMBS

I am sending you out as l in the midst • Lk 10:3

love you.” He said to him, “Feed my l.” • Jn 21:15

LAME

then shall the l man leap like a deer, • Is 35:6

blind receive their sight and the l walk, • Mt 11:5

for you to enter life l than with two feet • Mk 9:45

And a man l from birth was being • Acts 3:2

who were paralyzed or l were healed. • Acts 8:7

LAMP

For you are my l, O Lord, • 2 Sm 22:29

For it is you who light my l; • Ps 18:28

Your word is a l to my feet and a • Ps 119:105

Nor do people light a l and put it • Mt 5:15

“The eye is the l of the body. So, if • Mt 6:22

He was a burning and shining l, • Jn 5:35

LAMPS

virgins who took their l and went to • Mt 25:1

for action and keep your l burning, • Lk 12:35

LAMPSTAND

“You shall make a l of pure gold. • Ex 25:31

in which were the l and the table and • Heb 9:2

to you and remove your l from its place, • Rv 2:5

LAMPSTANDS

and the seven l are the seven churches. • Rv 1:20

trees and the two l that stand before the • Rv 11:4

LAND

God called the dry l Earth, • Gn 1:10

a l flowing with milk and honey, • Ex 3:8

Lord showed him all the l, • Dt 34:1

he was cut off out of the l of the living, • Is 53:8

and that you may live long in the l.” • Eph 6:3

faith he went to live in the l of promise, • Heb 11:9

LANGUAGE

Lord confused the l of all • Gn 11:9

was hearing them speak in his own l. • Acts 2:6

I do not know the meaning of the l, • 1 Cor 14:11

LANGUAGES

peoples, nations, and l should serve him; • Dn 7:14

all tribes and peoples and l, standing • Rv 7:9

LAST

and at the l he will stand upon the earth. • Jb 19:25

“I am the first and I am the l; • Is 44:6

But many who are first will be l, • Mt 19:30

he must be l of all and servant of all.” • Mk 9:35

I will raise him up on the l day.” • Jn 6:40

spoken will judge him on the l day. • Jn 12:48

the l Adam became a life-giving • 1 Cor 15:45

in the l days there will come times • 2 Tm 3:1

You have laid up treasure in the l days. • Jas 5:3

ready to be revealed in the l time. • 1 Pt 1:5

“In the l time there will be scoffers, • Jude 18

“Fear not, I am the first and the l, • Rv 1:17

LATTER

It shall come to pass in the l days • Is 2:2

and to his goodness in the l days. • Hos 3:5

abundant rain, the early and the l rain, • Jl 2:23

It shall come to pass in the l days • Mi 4:1

LAUGH

Abraham, “Why did Sarah l and say, • Gn 18:13

time to weep, and a time to l; • Eccl 3:4

LAUGHINGSTOCK

I am a l to my friends; I, who called to • Jb 12:4

I have become a l all the day; everyone • Jer 20:7

LAUGHTER

Sarah said, “God has made l for me; • Gn 21:6

Even in l the heart may ache, and the • Prv 14:13

Sorrow is better than l, for by sadness • Eccl 7:3

Let your l be turned to mourning and • Jas 4:9

LAW

Then Moses wrote this l and gave it • Dt 31:9

his delight is in the l of the Lord, • Ps 1:2

The l of the Lord is perfect, • Ps 19:7

Oh how I love your l! It is my • Ps 119:97

you, do also to them, for this is the L • Mt 7:12

depend all the L and the Prophets.” • Mt 22:40

neglected the weightier matters of the l: • Mt 23:23

for one dot of the L to become void. • Lk 16:17

the l was given through Moses; grace • Jn 1:17

by faith apart from works of the l. • Rom 3:28

For the l brings wrath, but where • Rom 4:15

Now the l came in to increase the • Rom 5:20

So the l is holy, and the commandment • Rom 7:12

For Christ is the end of the l for • Rom 10:4

therefore love is the fulfilling of the l. • Rom 13:10

To those under the l I became as • 1 Cor 9:20

is sin, and the power of sin is the l. • 1 Cor 15:56

not justified by works of the l • Gal 2:16

by the Spirit, you are not under the l. • Gal 5:18

the l is not laid down for the just but • 1 Tm 1:9

(for the l made nothing perfect); but • Heb 7:19

the perfect l, the l of liberty, • Jas 1:25

LAWFUL

“Is it l to heal on the Sabbath?”so • Mt 12:10

“Is it l to divorce one’s wife for any • Mt 19:3

Is it l to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” • Mt 22:17

and it is not l for you to take up your • Jn 5:10

“It is not l for us to put anyone to • Jn 18:31

“Is it l for you to flog a man who is a • Acts 22:25

“All things are l for me,” but not all • 1 Cor 6:12

“All things are l,” but not all things • 1 Cor 10:23

LAWGIVER

is our judge; the Lord is our l; • Is 33:22

There is only one l and judge, he who • Jas 4:12

LAWLESS

And then the l one will be revealed, • 2 Thes 2:8

not laid down for the just but for the l • 1 Tm 1:9

righteous soul over their l deeds that • 2 Pt 2:8

LAWLESSNESS

you; depart from me, you workers of l.’ • Mt 7:23

leading to more l, so now present your • Rom 6:19

and the man of l is revealed, • 2 Thes 2:3

For the mystery of l is already at work. • 2 Thes 2:7

sinning also practices l; sin is l. • 1 Jn 3:4

LAWSUITS

To have l at all with one another is • 1 Cor 6:7

LAWYERS

Pharisees and the l rejected the purpose • Lk 7:30

“Woe to you l also! For you load people • Lk 11:46

LAY

and I l down my life for the sheep. • Jn 10:15

that someone l down his life for his • Jn 15:13

For no one can l a foundation other • 1 Cor 3:11

and we ought to l down our lives for • 1 Jn 3:16

LAYING

I am l in Zion a stone of stumbling, • Rom 9:33

Do not be hasty in the l on of hands, • 1 Tm 5:22

in you through the l on of my hands, • 2 Tm 1:6

LAYS

man perishes, and no one l it to heart; • Is 57:1

the one who l up treasure for himself • Lk 12:21

he l it on his shoulders, rejoicing. • Lk 15:5

LAZARUS

his gate was laid a poor man named L, • Lk 16:20

a certain man was ill, L of Bethany, • Jn 11:1

when he called L out of the tomb • Jn 12:17

LEAD

pillar of cloud to l them along the way, • Ex 13:21

L me, O Lord, in your • Ps 5:8

L me in your truth and teach me, • Ps 25:5

L me to the rock that is higher than I, • Ps 61:2

And l us not into temptation, • Mt 6:13

And if the blind l the blind, both • Mt 15:14

perform signs and wonders, to l astray, • Mk 13:22

is meant to l you to repentance? • Rom 2:4

that we may l a peaceful and quiet life, • 1 Tm 2:2

LEADS

to them, “See that no one l you astray. • Mk 13:5

has granted repentance that l to life.” • Acts 11:18

LEAF

sound of a driven l shall put them to • Lv 26:36

seeing in the distance a fig tree in l, • Mk 11:13

LEAH

he loved Rachel more than L, • Gn 29:30

LEAN

The seven l and ugly cows that came • Gn 41:27

do not l on your own understanding. • Prv 3:5

but will l on the Lord, • Is 10:20

LEAP

and by my God I can l over a wall. • Ps 18:29

Rejoice in that day, and l for joy, for • Lk 6:23

LEAPING

saw King David l and dancing before • 2 Sm 6:16

them, walking and l and praising God. • Acts 3:8

LEARN

that they may l to fear me all the days • Dt 4:10

lest you l his ways and entangle • Prv 22:25

l to do good; seek justice, correct • Is 1:17

No one could l that song except the • Rv 14:3

LEARNED

and l from the Father comes to me • Jn 6:45

for I have l in whatever situation I am • Phil 4:11

in what you have l and have firmly • 2 Tm 3:14

LEARNING

saying, “How is it that this man has l, • Jn 7:15

always l and never able to arrive at • 2 Tm 3:7

LEAST

Yet the one who is l in the kingdom • Mt 11:11

it to one of the l of these my brothers, • Mt 25:40

For I am the l of the apostles, • 1 Cor 15:9

LEAVE

‘Therefore a man shall l his father and • Mt 19:5

“I will not l you as orphans; I will • Jn 14:18

“Therefore a man shall l his father and • Eph 5:31

LEAVEN

day you shall remove l out of your • Ex 12:15

of heaven is like l that a woman took • Mt 13:33

and beware of the l of the Pharisees • Mt 16:6

know that a little l leavens the whole • 1 Cor 5:6

A little l leavens the whole lump. • Gal 5:9

LEAVES

they sewed fig l together and made • Gn 3:7

be for food, and their l for healing.” • Ezk 47:12

to it and found nothing on it but only l. • Mt 21:19

the wolf coming and l the sheep and • Jn 10:12

LED

I have l you in the paths of uprightness. • Prv 4:11

like a gentle lamb l to the slaughter. • Jer 11:19

Jesus was l up by the Spirit into the • Mt 4:1

For all who are l by the Spirit of God • Rom 8:14

But if you are l by the Spirit, you are • Gal 5:18

LEFT

in the field; one will be taken and one l. • Mt 24:40

on his right, but the goats on the l. • Mt 25:33

LEGION

He replied, “My name is L, • Mk 5:9

LEGS

his arms and l like the gleam of • Dn 10:6

already dead, they did not break his l. • Jn 19:33

like the sun, and his l like pillars of fire. • Rv 10:1

LEND

“If you l money to any of my people • Ex 22:25

him and l him sufficient for his need, • Dt 15:8

love your enemies, and do good, and l, • Lk 6:35

‘Friend, l me three loaves, • Lk 11:5

LENDS

the man who deals generously and l; • Ps 112:5

generous to the poor l to the Lord, • Prv 19:17

LENGTH

gave it to him, l of days forever and • Ps 21:4

for l of days and years of life and peace • Prv 3:2

all the saints what is the breadth and l • Eph 3:18

LEPER

a mighty man of valor, but he was a l. • 2 Kgs 5:1

a l came to him and knelt before him, • Mt 8:2

at Bethany in the house of Simon the l, • Mt 26:6

LEPERS

these l came to the edge of the camp, • 2 Kgs 7:8

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse l, • Mt 10:8

And there were many l in Israel in the • Lk 4:27

entered a village, he was met by ten l, • Lk 17:12

LEPROSY

Therefore the l of Naaman shall cling • 2 Kgs 5:27

l broke out on his forehead in the • 2 Chr 26:19

And immediately his l was cleansed. • Mt 8:3

LEPROUS

it out, behold, his hand was l like snow. • Ex 4:6

over the tent, behold, Miriam was l, • Nm 12:10

LETTER

of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the l. • Rom 2:29

For the l kills, but the Spirit gives life. • 2 Cor 3:6

does not obey what we say in this l, • 2 Thes 3:14

LETTERS

For they say, “His l are weighty and • 2 Cor 10:10

as he does in all his l when he speaks • 2 Pt 3:16

LEVEL

My foot stands on l ground; • Ps 26:12

the path of the upright is a l highway. • Prv 15:19

The path of the righteous is l; you • Is 26:7

LEVI

Therefore his name was called L. • Gn 29:34

all the sons of L gathered around him. • Ex 32:26

To the tribe of L alone Moses gave no • Jos 13:14

he saw L the son of Alphaeus sitting • Mk 2:14

And L made him a great feast in his • Lk 5:29

LEVIATHAN

“Can you draw out L with a fishhook • Jb 41:1

You crushed the heads of L; you gave • Ps 74:14

sword will punish L the fleeing serpent, • Is 27:1

LIAR

love, and a poor man is better than a l. • Prv 19:22

for he is a l and the father of lies. • Jn 8:44

God be true though every one were a l, • Rom 3:4

have not sinned, we make him a l, • 1 Jn 1:10

and hates his brother, he is a l; • 1 Jn 4:20

LIARS

the insincerity of l whose consciences • 1 Tm 4:2

immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all l, • Rv 21:8

LIBERTY

For why should my l be determined • 1 Cor 10:29

the law of l, and perseveres, being no • Jas 1:25

who are to be judged under the law of l. • Jas 2:12

LIE

falsely; you shall not l to one another. • Lv 19:11

God is not man, that he should l, • Nm 23:19

A faithful witness does not l, • Prv 14:5

filled your heart to l to the Holy Spirit • Acts 5:3

truth about God for a l and worshiped • Rom 1:25

Do not l to one another, seeing • Col 3:9

it is impossible for God to l, • Heb 6:18

and because no l is of the truth. • 1 Jn 2:21

LIES

no one who utters l shall continue • Ps 101:7

he who breathes out l will not escape. • Prv 19:5

of eternal life, which God, who never l, • Ti 1:2

LIFE

require a reckoning for the l of man. • Gn 9:5

then you shall pay l for l, • Ex 21:23

Therefore choose l, that you and your • Dt 30:19

desires l and loves many days, • Ps 34:12

the blessing, l forevermore. • Ps 133:3

reproofs of discipline are the way of l, • Prv 6:23

not know that it will cost him his l. • Prv 7:23

righteousness and kindness will find l, • Prv 21:21

you have delivered my l from the pit • Is 38:17

and to give his l as a ransom for • Mt 20:28

and the l was the light of men. • Jn 1:4

whoever believes has eternal l. • Jn 6:47

we go? You have the words of eternal l, • Jn 6:68

And this is eternal l, that they know • Jn 17:3

killed the Author of l, whom God raised • Acts 3:15

who gives l to the dead and calls • Rom 4:17

lead the l that the Lord has assigned • 1 Cor 7:17

in hope of eternal l, which God, who • Ti 1:2

“Whoever desires to love l and see • 1 Pt 3:10

we have passed out of death into l, • 1 Jn 3:14

Whoever has the Son has l; • 1 Jn 5:12

the world in the book of l of the Lamb • Rv 13:8

was opened, which is the book of l. • Rv 20:12

LIFT

To you, O Lord, I l up my soul. • Ps 25:1

Let us l up our hearts and hands to • Lam 3:41

Therefore l your drooping hands and • Heb 12:12

LIFTED

he shall be high and l up, and shall be • Is 52:13

so must the Son of Man be l up, • Jn 3:14

And I, when I am l up from the earth, • Jn 12:32

LIGHT

And God said, “Let there be l,” • Gn 1:3

night in a pillar of fire to give them l, • Ex 13:21

Lift up the l of your face upon us, • Ps 4:6

I may walk before God in the l of life. • Ps 56:13

L dawns in the darkness for the upright; • Ps 112:4

a lamp to my feet and a l to my path. • Ps 119:105

The unfolding of your words gives l; • Ps 119:130

let us walk in the l of the Lord. • Is 2:5

I form l and create darkness, • Is 45:7

I will make you as a l for the nations, • Is 49:6

Lord will be your everlasting l, • Is 60:20

“You are the l of the world. A city • Mt 5:14

The l shines in the darkness, and the • Jn 1:5

the l has come into the world, • Jn 3:19

“I am the l of the world. • Jn 8:12

While you have the l, believe in the • Jn 12:36

“‘I have made you a l for the Gentiles, • Acts 13:47

of darkness and put on the armor of l. • Rom 13:12

Walk as children of l • Eph 5:8

who dwells in unapproachable l, • 1 Tm 6:16

loves his brother abides in the l, • 1 Jn 2:10

By its l will the nations walk, • Rv 21:24

or sun, for the Lord God will be their l, • Rv 22:5

LIGHTNING

and the flashes of l and the sound of • Ex 20:18

his face like the appearance of l, • Dn 10:6

For as the l comes from the east • Mt 24:27

His appearance was like l, • Mt 28:3

“I saw Satan fall like l from heaven. • Lk 10:18

From the throne came flashes of l, and • Rv 4:5

LIGHTS

“Let there be l in the expanse of the • Gn 1:14

established the heavenly l and the sun. • Ps 74:16

whom you shine as l in the world, • Phil 2:15

LIKENESS

he made him in the l of God. • Gn 5:1

carved image, or any l of anything • Ex 20:4

liken God, or what l compare with him? • Is 40:18

his own Son in the l of sinful flesh • Rom 8:3

created after the l of God in true • Eph 4:24

a servant, being born in the l of men. • Phil 2:7

curse people who are made in the l of • Jas 3:9

LILIES

Consider the l of the field, how they • Mt 6:28

LILY

brim of a cup, like the flower of a l. • 1 Kgs 7:26

I am a rose of Sharon, a l of the valleys. • Sg 2:1

to Israel; he shall blossom like the l; • Hos 14:5

LIMIT

Can you find out the l of the Almighty? • Jb 11:7

transgressors have reached their l, • Dn 8:23

LINEN

She makes l garments and sells them; • Prv 31:24

wrapped it in a l shroud and laid him • Lk 23:53

in, he saw the l cloths by themselves; • Lk 24:12

not lying with the l cloths but folded up • Jn 20:7

the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine l, • Rv 19:14

LINTEL

sees the blood on the l and on the two • Ex 12:23

l and the doorposts were five-sided. • 1 Kgs 6:31

LION

the honey from the carcass of the l. • Jgs 14:9

And when there came a l, or a bear, • 1 Sm 17:34

for a living dog is better than a dead l. • Eccl 9:4

and the l shall eat straw like the ox. • Is 11:7

first was like a l and had eagles’ wings. • Dn 7:4

behold, the L of the tribe of Judah, • Rv 5:5

LIPS

In all this Job did not sin with his l. • Jb 2:10

of men; grace is poured upon your l; • Ps 45:2

My l will pour forth praise, for you • Ps 119:171

for I am a man of unclean l, and I • Is 6:5

the fruit of l that acknowledge his • Heb 13:15

LISTEN

“If you will diligently l to the voice • Ex 15:26

to my prayer; l to my plea for grace. • Ps 86:6

L to advice and accept instruction, • Prv 19:20

To draw near to l is better than to offer • Eccl 5:1

whom I am well pleased; l to him.” • Mt 17:5

and they will l to my voice. • Jn 10:16

You shall l to him in whatever he tells • Acts 3:22

been sent to the Gentiles; they will l.” • Acts 28:28

LISTENS

The ear that l to life-giving reproof • Prv 15:31

who is of the truth l to my voice.” • Jn 18:37

Whoever knows God l to us; • 1 Jn 4:6

LITTLE

But first make me a l cake of it • 1 Kgs 17:13

Better is the l that the righteous has • Ps 37:16

more clothe you, O you of l faith? • Mt 6:30

“Let the l children come to me • Mt 19:14

he who is forgiven l, loves l.” • Lk 7:47

should cause one of these l ones to sin. • Lk 17:2

“I will be with you a l longer, • Jn 7:33

L children, keep yourselves from idols. • 1 Jn 5:21

LIVE

the tree of life and eat, and l forever” • Gn 3:22

If a man dies, shall he l again? • Jb 14:14

that I may l and keep your word. • Ps 119:17

keep my commandments, and l. • Prv 4:4

but the righteous shall l by his faith. • Hab 2:4

in me, though he die, yet shall he l, • Jn 11:25

does not l in temples made by man, • Acts 17:24

for “‘In him we l and move and have • Acts 17:28

For if we l, we l to the Lord, • Rom 14:8

those who l might no longer l for • 2 Cor 5:15

It is no longer I who l, but Christ • Gal 2:20

If we l by the Spirit, let us also keep in • Gal 5:25

For to me to l is Christ, • Phil 1:21

L as people who are free, not using • 1 Pt 2:16

so that we might l through him. • 1 Jn 4:9

LIVES

For I know that my Redeemer l, • Jb 19:25

Lord l, and blessed be my rock, • Ps 18:46

but the life he l he l to God. • Rom 6:10

since he always l to make intercession • Heb 7:25

LIVING

the voice of the l God speaking out • Dt 5:26

My soul thirsts for God, for the l God. • Ps 42:2

forsaken me, the fountain of l waters, • Jer 2:13

On that day l waters shall flow out • Zec 14:8

not God of the dead, but of the l.” • Mt 22:32

do you seek the l among the dead? • Lk 24:5

to present your bodies as a l sacrifice, • Rom 12:1

For we are the temple of the l God; • 2 Cor 6:16

we have our hope set on the l God, • 1 Tm 4:10

For the word of God is l and active, • Heb 4:12

like l stones are being built up as a • 1 Pt 2:5

LOAD

For each will have to bear his own l. • Gal 6:5

LOAVES

command these stones to become l • Mt 4:3

only five l here and two fish.” • Mt 14:17

he took the seven l and the fish, and • Mt 15:36

Or the seven l for the four thousand, • Mt 16:10

but because you ate your fill of the l. • Jn 6:26

LOCKED

to them all, that he l up John in prison. • Lk 3:20

Although the doors were l, Jesus came • Jn 20:26

the prison securely l and the guards • Acts 5:23

LOCUST

in little, for the l shall consume it. • Dt 28:38

years that the swarming l has eaten, • Jl 2:25

LOCUSTS

The l came up over all the land of • Ex 10:14

and his food was l and wild honey. • Mt 3:4

from the smoke came l on the earth, • Rv 9:3

LONELY

gracious to me, for I am l and afflicted. • Ps 25:16

I am like a l sparrow on the housetop. • Ps 102:7

How l sits the city that was full of • Lam 1:1

LONG

that your days may be l in the land that • Ex 20:12

O Lordhow l? • Ps 6:3

L life is in her right hand; in her left • Prv 3:16

As l as I am in the world, I am the light • Jn 9:5

how l before you will judge and avenge • Rv 6:10

LONGING

O Lord, all my l is before you; • Ps 38:9

For he satisfies the l soul, • Ps 107:9

creation waits with eager l for the • Rom 8:19

For in this tent we groan, l to put on • 2 Cor 5:2

LONGS

My soul l, yes, faints for the courts • Ps 84:2

My soul l for your salvation; I hope • Ps 119:81

LOOK

Those who l to him are radiant, • Ps 34:5

Let your eyes l directly forward, • Prv 4:25

In that day man will l to his Maker, • Is 17:7

for mercy, so that, when they l on me, • Zec 12:10

is to come, or shall we l for another?” • Mt 11:3

says to you, ‘L, here is the Christ!’ • Mk 13:21

as we l not to the things that are seen • 2 Cor 4:18

Let each of you l not only to his own • Phil 2:4

LOOKING

“Everyone is l for you.” • Mk 1:37

“Why were you l for me? • Lk 2:49

For he was l forward to the city that • Heb 11:10

LOOKS

God l down from heaven on the • Ps 53:2

that everyone who l on the Son and • Jn 6:40

LOOSED

you loose on earth shall be l in heaven. • Mt 18:18

his mouth was opened and his tongue l, • Lk 1:64

be l from this bond on the Sabbath • Lk 13:16

LORD (Lord; Hb. Yahweh)

day that the L God made the earth and • Gn 2:4

And he believed the L, and he counted • Gn 15:6

the L hardened the heart of Pharaoh, • Ex 9:12

“I am the L your God, who brought • Ex 20:2

shall be filled with the glory of the L, • Nm 14:21

If the L is God, follow him; but if Baal • 1 Kgs 18:21

But the L was gracious to them • 2 Kgs 13:23

“You are the L, you alone. You have • Neh 9:6

I have set the L always before me; • Ps 16:8

For who is God, but the L? • Ps 18:31

The L is my shepherd; I shall not • Ps 23:1

the L, the Most High, is to be feared, • Ps 47:2

to you who desire the day of the L! • Am 5:18

The L is slow to anger and great in • Na 1:3

But the L is in his holy temple; let all • Hab 2:20

great and awesome day of the L comes. • Mal 4:5

LORD (Lord; Hb. ’Adonay)

Remember the L, who is great • Neh 4:14

the L is the upholder of my life. • Ps 54:4

and that to you, O L, belongs steadfast • Ps 62:12

For you, O L, are good and forgiving, • Ps 86:5

Great is our L, and abundant in power; • Ps 147:5

I saw the L sitting upon a throne, high • Is 6:1

LORD (Lord; Gk. Kyrios)

who says to me, ‘L, L,’ • Mt 7:21

“You shall love the L your God with • Mt 22:37

The L our God, the L is one. • Mk 12:29

“Why do you call me ‘L, L,’ and not do • Lk 6:46

“We have seen the L.” But he • Jn 20:25

“Jesus is L” except in the Holy Spirit. • 1 Cor 12:3

to discern what is pleasing to the L. • Eph 5:10

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the L. • Phil 3:1

heartily, as for the L and not for men, • Col 3:23

without which no one will see the L. • Heb 12:14

L comes with ten thousands of his holy • Jude 14

written, King of kings and L of lords. • Rv 19:16

LORD’S (Lord’s; Hb. Yahweh)

But the L portion is his people, • Dt 32:9

The earth is the L and the fullness • Ps 24:1

do not despise the L discipline or be • Prv 3:11

LORD’S (Lord’s; Gk. Kyrios)

live or whether we die, we are the L. • Rom 14:8

For “the earth is the L, and • 1 Cor 10:26

you proclaim the L death until he • 1 Cor 11:26

LOSE

For it is better that you l one of your • Mt 5:29

to Christ will by no means l his reward. • Mk 9:41

that I should l nothing of all that he • Jn 6:39

So we do not l heart. Though our • 2 Cor 4:16

you may not l what we have worked • 2 Jn 8

LOSES

and whoever l his life for my sake will • Mt 10:39

ten silver coins, if she l one coin, • Lk 15:8

Whoever loves his life l it, and whoever • Jn 12:25

LOSS

burned up, he will suffer l, though • 1 Cor 3:15

LOST

I have gone astray like a l sheep;  • Ps 119:176

For I am l; for I am a man of unclean • Is 6:5

“My people have been l sheep. Their • Jer 50:6

I will seek the l, and I will bring • Ezk 34:16

of the earth, but if salt has l its taste, • Mt 5:13

“I was sent only to the l sheep of • Mt 15:24

hundred sheep, if he has l one of them, • Lk 15:4

and is alive; he was l, and is found.’” • Lk 15:32

came to seek and to save the l.” • Lk 19:10

whom you gave me I have l not one.” • Jn 18:9

LOT

and L was sitting in the gate of Sodom. • Gn 19:1

portion and my cup; you hold my l. • Ps 16:5

The l is cast into the lap, but its every • Prv 16:33

So they cast lots, and the l fell on Jonah. • Jon 1:7

he was chosen by l to enter the temple • Lk 1:9

for them, and the l fell on Matthias, • Acts 1:26

and if he rescued righteous L, greatly • 2 Pt 2:7

LOTS

and for my clothing they cast l. • Ps 22:18

garments among them by casting l. • Mt 27:35

LOVE

but showing steadfast l to thousands • Ex 20:6

to anger, and abounding in steadfast l • Ex 34:6

but you shall l your neighbor as • Lv 19:18

I l you, O Lord, my strength. • Ps 18:1

l, O Lord, extends to the heavens, • Ps 36:5

I l the Lord, because he has • Ps 116:1

but my steadfast l shall not depart • Is 54:10

l of the Lord never ceases; • Lam 3:22

Hate evil, and l good, and establish • Am 5:15

you who hate the good and l the evil, • Mi 3:2

But I say to you, L your enemies • Mt 5:44

“You shall l the Lord your God with • Mt 22:37

even sinners l those who l • Lk 6:32

Greater l has no one than this, • Jn 15:13

“Simon, son of John, do you l me?” • Jn 21:16

but God shows his l for us in that • Rom 5:8

Let l be genuine. Abhor what is evil; • Rom 12:9

L does no wrong to a neighbor; • Rom 13:10

L is patient and kind; • 1 Cor 13:4

three; but the greatest of these is l. • 1 Cor 13:13

Let all that you do be done in l. • 1 Cor 16:14

For the l of Christ controls us, • 2 Cor 5:14

but only faith working through l. • Gal 5:6

the fruit of the Spirit is l, joy, peace, • Gal 5:22

speaking the truth in l, we are to grow • Eph 4:15

prayer that your l may abound more • Phil 1:9

but of power and l and self-control. • 2 Tm 1:7

how to stir up one another to l and • Heb 10:24

Let brotherly l continue. • Heb 13:1

“You shall l your neighbor as yourself,” • Jas 2:8

since l covers a multitude of sins. • 1 Pt 4:8

See what kind of l the Father has given • 1 Jn 3:1

Beloved, let us l one another, for l • 1 Jn 4:7

God is l, and whoever abides in l • 1 Jn 4:16

but perfect l casts out fear. • 1 Jn 4:18

keep yourselves in the l of God, • Jude 21

have abandoned the l you had at first. • Rv 2:4

Those whom I l, I reprove and • Rv 3:19

LOVED

because he l your fathers and chose • Dt 4:37

the Lord l Israel forever, • 1 Kgs 10:9

I have l you with an everlasting love; • Jer 31:3

“I have l you,” says the Lord. • Mal 1:2

“For God so l the world, that he gave • Jn 3:16

just as I have l you, you also are to • Jn 13:34

Father has l me, so have I l • Jn 15:9

because you have l me and have • Jn 16:27

conquerors through him who l us. • Rom 8:37

who l me and gave himself for me. • Gal 2:20

of the great love with which he l us, • Eph 2:4

who l us and gave us eternal comfort • 2 Thes 2:16

We love because he first l us. • 1 Jn 4:19

LOVER

therefore hear this, you l of pleasures, • Is 47:8

but hospitable, a l of good, • Ti 1:8

LOVERS

The Pharisees, who were l of money, • Lk 16:14

l of pleasure rather than l of God, • 2 Tm 3:4

LOVES

the Lord reproves him whom he l, • Prv 3:12

He who l money will not be satisfied • Eccl 5:10

Whoever l father or mother more than • Mt 10:37

But he who is forgiven little, l little.” • Lk 7:47

And he who l me will be loved by my • Jn 14:21

But if anyone l God, he is known by • 1 Cor 8:3

compulsion, for God l a cheerful giver. • 2 Cor 9:7

He who l his wife l himself. • Eph 5:28

For the Lord disciplines the one he l, • Heb 12:6

l the world, the love of the Father is not • 1 Jn 2:15

whoever l God must also love his • 1 Jn 4:21

LOW

he who remembered us in our l estate, • Ps 136:23

I know how to be brought l, and I • Phil 4:12

LOWER

made him a little l than the heavenly • Ps 8:5

also descended into the l regions, • Eph 4:9

him for a little while l than the angels; • Heb 2:7

LOWLY

the Lord is high, he regards the l, • Ps 138:6

Better to be l and have a servant than • Prv 12:9

he who is l in spirit will obtain honor. • Prv 29:23

Let the l brother boast in his exaltation, • Jas 1:9

LUKE

L the beloved physician greets you, as • Col 4:14

L alone is with me. Get Mark and • 2 Tm 4:11

LUKEWARM

So, because you are l, and neither hot • Rv 3:16

LUST

treacherous are taken captive by their l. • Prv 11:6

not in the passion of l like the Gentiles • 1 Thes 4:5

LUXURY

It is not fitting for a fool to live in l, • Prv 19:10

clothing and live in l are in kings’ • Lk 7:25

on the earth in l and in self-indulgence. • Jas 5:5

As she glorified herself and lived in l, • Rv 18:7

LYING

L lips are an abomination to the Lord, • Prv 12:22

A l tongue hates its victims, • Prv 26:28

there is swearing, l, murder, stealing, • Hos 4:2

	


M (TOP)

MACEDONIA

“Come over to M and help us.” • Acts 16:9

MADE

In wisdom have you m them all; the • Ps 104:24

for I am fearfully and wonderfully m. • Ps 139:14

I found, that God m man upright, • Eccl 7:29

All these things my hand has m, and • Is 66:2

It is you who have m the heavens • Jer 32:17

All things were m through him, and • Jn 1:3

Christ Jesus has m me his own. • Phil 3:12

MAGDALENE

Mary M went and announced to the • Jn 20:18

MAGIC

had previously practiced m in the city • Acts 8:9

who had practiced m arts brought • Acts 19:19

MAGNIFIES

And Mary said, “My soul m the Lord, • Lk 1:46

MAGNIFY

Oh, m the Lord with me, and let • Ps 34:3

sake, to m his law and make it glorious. • Is 42:21

MAGOG

I will send fire on M and on those who • Ezk 39:6

the four corners of the earth, Gog and M, • Rv 20:8

MAINTAIN

poor and cannot m himself with you, • Lv 25:35

and their plea, and m their cause. • 1 Kgs 8:45

that the Lord will m the cause • Ps 140:12

MAJESTIC

how m is your name in all the earth! • Ps 8:1

through, I will make you m forever, • Is 60:15

was borne to him by the M Glory, • 2 Pt 1:17

MAJESTY

the glory and the victory and the m, • 1 Chr 29:11

On the glorious splendor of your m, • Ps 145:5

he had no form or m that we should • Is 53:2

all were astonished at the m of God. • Lk 9:43

hand of the throne of the M in heaven, • Heb 8:1

but we were eyewitnesses of his m. • 2 Pt 1:16

be glory, m, dominion, and authority, • Jude 25

MAKE

“You shall not m for yourself a carved • Ex 20:4

how will you m it salty again? • Mk 9:50

and take him by force to m him king, • Jn 6:15

come to him and m our home with him. • Jn 14:23

MAKER

Can a man be pure before his M? • Jb 4:17

kneel before the Lord, our M! • Ps 95:6

the Lord is the m of them all. • Prv 22:2

say of its m, “He did not make me”; • Is 29:16

forgotten the Lord, your M, • Is 51:13

For your M is your husband, • Is 54:5

has forgotten his M and built palaces, • Hos 8:14

For its m trusts in his own creation • Hab 2:18

MALE

him; m and female he created them. • Gn 1:27

beginning made them m and female, • Mt 19:4

nor free, there is no m and female, • Gal 3:28

She gave birth to a m child, one who is • Rv 12:5

MALICE

But Jesus, aware of their m, said, “Why • Mt 22:18

covetousness, m. They are full of envy, • Rom 1:29

put away from you, along with all m. • Eph 4:31

anger, wrath, m, slander, and obscene • Col 3:8

So put away all m and all deceit and • 1 Pt 2:1

MALIGN

much more will they m those of his • Mt 10:25

flood of debauchery, and they m you; • 1 Pt 4:4

MAN

God said, “Let us make m in our image, • Gn 1:26

because she was taken out of M.” • Gn 2:23

sought out a m after his own heart, • 1 Sm 13:14

what is m that you are mindful of him, • Ps 8:4

and he who has a cool spirit is a m of • Prv 17:27

nest is a m who strays from his home. • Prv 27:8

than that a m should rejoice in his work • Eccl 3:22

heaven there came one like a son of m, • Dn 7:13

for the Son of M is coming at an hour • Mt 24:44

‘M shall not live by bread alone.’” • Lk 4:4

and descending on the Son of M.” • Jn 1:51

came into the world through one m, • Rom 5:12

each m should have his own wife • 1 Cor 7:2

the head of every m is Christ, • 1 Cor 11:3

When I became a m, I gave up • 1 Cor 13:11

that the m of God may be complete, • 2 Tm 3:17

as it is appointed for m to die once, • Heb 9:27

I will not fear; what can m do to me?” • Heb 13:6

like a son of m, clothed with a long • Rv 1:13

MAN’S

the work of a m hand comes back to • Prv 12:14

When a m ways please the Lord, • Prv 16:7

was preached by me is not m gospel. • Gal 1:11

MANAGE

not know how to m his own household, • 1 Tm 3:5

bear children, m their households, • 1 Tm 5:14

MANASSEH

the name of the firstborn M. • Gn 41:51

Thus he put Ephraim before M. • Gn 48:20

“Because M king of Judah has • 2 Kgs 21:11

Then M knew that the Lord was • 2 Chr 33:13

MANGER

in swaddling cloths and laid him in a m, • Lk 2:7

MANIFEST

is hidden that will not be made m, • Lk 8:17

each one’s work will become m, for • 1 Cor 3:13

but was made m in the last times • 1 Pt 1:20

life was made m, and we have seen • 1 Jn 1:2

MANIFESTATION

To each is given the m of the Spirit for • 1 Cor 12:7

MANIFESTED

Jesus may also be m in our bodies. • 2 Cor 4:10

He was m in the flesh, vindicated by • 1 Tm 3:16

and at the proper time m in his word • Ti 1:3

MANNA

house of Israel called its name m. • Ex 16:31

is nothing at all but this m to look at.” • Nm 11:6

Our fathers ate the m in the wilderness; • Jn 6:31

I will give some of the hidden m, • Rv 2:17

MANNER

in an unworthy m will be guilty • 1 Cor 11:27

urge you to walk in a m worthy of • Eph 4:1

Only let your m of life be worthy of • Phil 1:27

as to walk in a m worthy of the Lord, • Col 1:10

you to walk in a m worthy of God, • 1 Thes 2:12

MARAH

the water of M because it was bitter; • Ex 15:23

MARK

And the Lord put a m on Cain, • Gn 4:15

but touch no one on whom is the m. • Ezk 9:6

of John whose other name was M, • Acts 12:12

Barnabas took M with him and • Acts 15:39

Get M and bring him with you, for he • 2 Tm 4:11

greetings, and so does M, my son. • 1 Pt 5:13

can buy or sell unless he has the m, • Rv 13:17

MARKS

to remove the m of circumcision. • 1 Cor 7:18

for I bear on my body the m of Jesus. • Gal 6:17

MARRED

his appearance was so m, beyond • Is 52:14

MARRIAGE

they neither marry nor are given in m, • Mt 22:30

he who refrains from m will do even • 1 Cor 7:38

Let m be held in honor among all, • Heb 13:4

for the m of the Lamb has come, • Rv 19:7

MARRIED

For a m woman is bound by law to • Rom 7:2

To the m I give this charge (not I, but • 1 Cor 7:10

But the m man is anxious about • 1 Cor 7:33

MARRY

with his wife, it is better not to m.” • Mt 19:10

resurrection they neither m nor are • Mt 22:30

For it is better to m than to burn • 1 Cor 7:9

Yet those who m will have worldly • 1 Cor 7:28

So I would have younger widows m, • 1 Tm 5:14

MARRYING

drinking, m and giving in marriage, • Mt 24:38

MARTHA

But M was distracted with much • Lk 10:40

M said to him, “I know that he will rise • Jn 11:24

M served, and Lazarus was one of • Jn 12:2

MARTYRS

the saints, the blood of the m of Jesus. • Rv 17:6

MARVEL

Do not m at this, for an hour is coming • Jn 5:28

“I did one work, and you all m at it. • Jn 7:21

angel said to me, “Why do you m? • Rv 17:7

MARVELOUS

a new song, for he has done m things! • Ps 98:1

with things too great and too m for me. • Ps 131:1

Lord’s doing, and it is m in our eyes’? • Mt 21:42

MARY

they saw the child with M his mother, • Mt 2:11

among whom were M Magdalene and • Mt 27:56

the son of M and brother of James and • Mk 6:3

he appeared first to M Magdalene, • Mk 16:9

And the virgin’s name was M. • Lk 1:27

M, for you have found favor with God. • Lk 1:30

M said, “My soul magnifies the • Lk 1:46

M treasured up all these things, • Lk 2:19

M has chosen the good portion, • Lk 10:42

M therefore took a pound of expensive • Jn 12:3

M stood weeping outside the tomb, • Jn 20:11

M the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. • Acts 1:14

the house of M, the mother of John • Acts 12:12

MASTER

M, we are perishing!” And he awoke • Lk 8:24

“Jesus, M, have mercy on us.” • Lk 17:13

he who is both their M and yours is • Eph 6:9

you also have a M in heaven. • Col 4:1

MASTERS

“No one can serve two m, for either • Mt 6:24

M, do the same to them, and stop your • Eph 6:9

earthly m, not by way of eye-service, • Col 3:22

be subject to your m with all respect, • 1 Pt 2:18

MATTHEW

a man called M sitting at the tax booth, • Mt 9:9

Thomas and M the tax collector; • Mt 10:3

and Thomas, Bartholomew and M, • Acts 1:13

MATURE

Yet among the m we do impart • 1 Cor 2:6

in evil, but in your thinking be m. • 1 Cor 14:20

to m manhood, to the measure of • Eph 4:13

Let those of us who are m think this • Phil 3:15

we may present everyone m in Christ. • Col 1:28

But solid food is for the m, for those • Heb 5:14

MEASURE

a full and fair m you shall have, • Dt 25:15

what is the m of my days; let me know • Ps 39:4

power; his understanding is beyond m. • Ps 147:5

and with the m you use it will be • Mt 7:2

God, for he gives the Spirit without m. • Jn 3:34

the m of faith that God has assigned. • Rom 12:3

us according to the m of Christ’s gift. • Eph 4:7

“Rise and m the temple of God and the • Rv 11:1

MEASURED

Who has m the Spirit of the Lord, • Is 40:13

“If the heavens above can be m, • Jer 31:37

MEAT

“Oh that we had m to eat! • Nm 11:4

It is good not to eat m or drink wine • Rom 14:21

brother stumble, I will never eat m, • 1 Cor 8:13

sold in the m market without raising • 1 Cor 10:25

MEDIATES

as the covenant he m is better, since it • Heb 8:6

MEDIATOR

and there is one m between God and • 1 Tm 2:5

Therefore he is the m of a new • Heb 9:15

Jesus, the m of a new covenant, • Heb 12:24

MEDITATE

Isaac went out to m in the field toward • Gn 24:63

but you shall m on it day and night, • Jos 1:8

I m on all that you have done; • Ps 143:5

MEDITATION

of my mouth and the m of my heart be • Ps 19:14

May my m be pleasing to him, for I • Ps 104:34

I love your law! It is my m all the day. • Ps 119:97

MEDIUM

woman who is a m or a necromancer • Lv 20:27

“Behold, there is a m at En-dor.” • 1 Sm 28:7

MEEK

But the m shall inherit the land and • Ps 37:11

The m shall obtain fresh joy in the • Is 29:19

“Blessed are the m, for they shall • Mt 5:5

MEEKNESS

kindness, humility, m, and patience, • Col 3:12

and receive with m the implanted word, • Jas 1:21

MEET

the people out of the camp to m God, • Ex 19:17

Steadfast love and faithfulness m; • Ps 85:10

all the city came out to m Jesus, • Mt 8:34

not neglecting to m together, as is the • Heb 10:25

MEETING

In the tent of m, outside the veil that is • Ex 27:21

at Shiloh and set up the tent of m there. • Jos 18:1

they brought up the ark, the tent of m, • 2 Chr 5:5

MELCHIZEDEK

And M king of Salem brought out • Gn 14:18

a priest forever after the order of M.” • Ps 110:4

God a high priest after the order of M. • Heb 5:10

For this M, king of Salem, priest of the • Heb 7:1

MELODY

I will sing and make m to the Lord. • Ps 27:6

is steadfast! I will sing and make m! • Ps 57:7

singing and making m to the Lord • Eph 5:19

MELT

The mountains m like wax before the • Ps 97:5

be feeble, and every human heart will m. • Is 13:7

heavenly bodies will m as they burn! • 2 Pt 3:12

MEMBERS

Do not present your m to sin as • Rom 6:13

For as in one body we have many m, • Rom 12:4

that your bodies are m of Christ? • 1 Cor 6:15

God arranged the m in the body, • 1 Cor 12:18

for we are m one of another. • Eph 4:25

MEMORY

The m of the righteous is a blessing, • Prv 10:7

has done will also be told in m of her.” • Mt 26:13

MEN

was life, and the life was the light of m. • Jn 1:4

“We must obey God rather than m. • Acts 5:29

spread to all m because all sinned • Rom 5:12

stand firm in the faith, act like m, • 1 Cor 16:13

not as the word of m but as what it • 1 Thes 2:13

Older m are to be sober-minded, • Ti 2:2

but m spoke from God as they were • 2 Pt 1:21

MEPHIBOSHETH

became lame. And his name was M. • 2 Sm 4:4

And M the son of Jonathan, son of • 2 Sm 9:6

“Why did you not go with me, M?” • 2 Sm 19:25

MERCIES

ceases; his m never come to an end; • Lam 3:22

the Father of m and God of all comfort, • 2 Cor 1:3

MERCIFUL

For the Lord your God is a m • Dt 4:31

The Lord is m and gracious, • Ps 103:8

your God, for he is gracious and m, • Jl 2:13

that you are a gracious God and m, • Jon 4:2

“Blessed are the m, for they shall • Mt 5:7

Be m, even as your Father is m. • Lk 6:36

For I will be m toward their iniquities, • Heb 8:12

how the Lord is compassionate and m. • Jas 5:11

MERCY

“You shall make a m seat of pure gold. • Ex 25:17

Have m on me, O God, according to • Ps 51:1

and his m is over all that he has made. • Ps 145:9

make it known; in wrath remember m. • Hab 3:2

what this means, ‘I desire m, and not • Mt 12:7

because of the tender m of our God, • Lk 1:78

“Jesus, Son of David, have m on me!” • Lk 18:38

have m on whom I have m, • Rom 9:15

But God, being rich in m, because • Eph 2:4

But I received m for this reason, • 1 Tm 1:16

grant him to find m from the Lord on • 2 Tm 1:18

but according to his own m, by the • Ti 3:5

of glory overshadowing the m seat. • Heb 9:5

M triumphs over judgment. • Jas 2:13

According to his great m, he has • 1 Pt 1:3

m, but now you have received m. • 1 Pt 2:10

MERIBAH

the name of the place Massah and M, • Ex 17:7

They angered him at the waters of M, • Ps 106:32

MESSAGE

entrusting to us the m of reconciliation. • 2 Cor 5:19

through me the m might be fully • 2 Tm 4:17

This is the m we have heard from him • 1 Jn 1:5

MESSENGER

servant, or deaf as my m whom I send? • Is 42:19

I send my m, and he will prepare the • Mal 3:1

“‘Behold, I send my m before your face, • Mt 11:10

MESSIAH

“We have found the M” (which means • Jn 1:41

“I know that M is coming (he who is • Jn 4:25

METHUSELAH

Thus all the days of M were 969 years, • Gn 5:27

MICHAEL

withstood me twenty-one days, but M, • Dn 10:13

“At that time shall arise M, the great • Dn 12:1

But when the archangel M, contending • Jude 9

Now war arose in heaven, M and his • Rv 12:7

MICHAL

Now Saul’s daughter M loved David. • 1 Sm 18:20

So M let David down through the • 1 Sm 19:12

And David said to M, “It was before • 2 Sm 6:21

MIDNIGHT

At m the Lord struck down • Ex 12:29

But at m there was a cry, ‘Here is the • Mt 25:6

will come, in the evening, or at m, • Mk 13:35

at m and say to him, ‘Friend, lend • Lk 11:5

About m Paul and Silas were praying • Acts 16:25

MIDST

shall know that I am in the m of Israel, • Jl 2:27

kingdom of God is in the m of you.” • Lk 17:21

that God did through him in your m, • Acts 2:22

MIDWIVES

the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew m, • Ex 1:15

MIGHT

with all your soul and with all your m. • Dt 6:5

But I say that wisdom is better than m, • Eccl 9:16

Not by m, nor by power, but by my • Zec 4:6

MIGHTY

who is m as you are, O Lord, • Ps 89:8

for he who is m has done great things • Lk 1:49

voice for all the m works that they • Lk 19:37

was a prophet m in deed and word • Lk 24:19

MILE

And if anyone forces you to go one m, • Mt 5:41

MILK

I fed you with m, not solid food, for • 1 Cor 3:2

You need m, not solid food, • Heb 5:12

long for the pure spiritual m, that by it • 1 Pt 2:2

MILL

And he ground at the m in the prison. • Jgs 16:21

Two women will be grinding at the m; • Mt 24:41

MIND

of man, that he should change his m. • Nm 23:19

and try me; test my heart and my m. • Ps 26:2

peace whose m is stayed on you, • Is 26:3

with all your soul and with all your m. • Mt 22:37

serve the law of God with my m, • Rom 7:25

but to set the m on the Spirit is life • Rom 8:6

who has known the m of the Lord, • Rom 11:34

transformed by the renewal of your m, • Rom 12:2

But we have the m of Christ. • 1 Cor 2:16

Have this m among yourselves, which • Phil 2:5

quietly, and to m your own affairs, • 1 Thes 4:11

has sworn and will not change his m, • Heb 7:21

MINDFUL

what is man that you are m of him, • Ps 8:4

their God will be m of them and restore • Zep 2:7

“What is man, that you are m of him, • Heb 2:6

MINDS

he opened their m to understand the • Lk 24:45

set their m on the things of the Spirit. • Rom 8:5

has blinded the m of the unbelievers, • 2 Cor 4:4

to be renewed in the spirit of your m, • Eph 4:23

Set your m on things that are above, • Col 3:2

I will put my laws into their m, and • Heb 8:10

preparing your m for action, • 1 Pt 1:13

MINE

I have called you by name, you are m. • Is 43:1

“They shall be m, says the Lord • Mal 3:17

MINISTER

or in prison, and did not m to you?’ • Mt 25:44

a m of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles • Rom 15:16

I was made a m according to the gift • Eph 3:7

a m in the holy places, in the true tent • Heb 8:2

MINISTERED

And the boy m to the Lord • 1 Sm 2:11

they followed him and m to him, • Mk 15:41

that these hands m to my necessities • Acts 20:34

MINISTERS

were eyewitnesses and m of the word • Lk 1:2

taxes, for the authorities are m of God, • Rom 13:6

angels winds, and his m a flame of fire.” • Heb 1:7

MINISTRY

Jesus, when he began his m, was • Lk 3:23

to prayer and to the m of the word.” • Acts 6:4

and gave us the m of reconciliation; • 2 Cor 5:18

work of an evangelist, fulfill your m. • 2 Tm 4:5

Christ has obtained a m that is as much • Heb 8:6

MIRACLES

seeing signs and great m performed, • Acts 8:13

was doing extraordinary m by the • Acts 19:11

to another the working of m, to • 1 Cor 12:10

to you and works m among you do so • Gal 3:5

wonders and various m and by gifts • Heb 2:4

MIRIAM

M sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, • Ex 15:21

M and Aaron spoke against Moses • Nm 12:1

M was shut outside the camp seven • Nm 12:15

And M died there and was buried there. • Nm 20:1

MIRROR

For now we see in a m dimly, but • 1 Cor 13:12

looks intently at his natural face in a m. • Jas 1:23

MIRTH

the heart of fools is in the house of m. • Eccl 7:4

The m of the tambourines is stilled, • Is 24:8

MISERIES

weep and howl for the m that are • Jas 5:1

MISERY

and remember their m no more. • Prv 31:7

in their paths are ruin and m, • Rom 3:16

MISLEADING

“We found this man m our nation and • Lk 23:2

MISLEADS

“‘Cursed be anyone who m a blind • Dt 27:18

Whoever m the upright into an evil • Prv 28:10

MIST

like a cloud and your sins like m; • Is 44:22

For you are a m that appears for a little • Jas 4:14

MISTREAT

You shall not m any widow or • Ex 22:22

rulers, to m them and to stone them, • Acts 14:5

MOAB

bore a son and called his name M. • Gn 19:37

went to sojourn in the country of M, • Ru 1:1

MOABITE

“No Ammonite or M may enter the • Dt 23:3

MOCK

All who see me m me; they make • Ps 22:7

Fools m at the guilt offering, but the • Prv 14:9

And they will m him and spit on him, • Mk 10:34

MOCKED

And at noon Elijah m them, saying, • 1 Kgs 18:27

m him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” • Mt 27:29

Do not be deceived: God is not m, • Gal 6:7

MOCKING

Jesus in custody were m him as they • Lk 22:63

But others m said, “They are filled • Acts 2:13

Others suffered m and flogging, and • Heb 11:36

MOCKS

Whoever m the poor insults his Maker; • Prv 17:5

The eye that m a father and scorns to • Prv 30:17

MODESTY

parts are treated with greater m, • 1 Cor 12:23

apparel, with m and self-control, • 1 Tm 2:9

MOMENT

anger for a m I hid my face from you, • Is 54:8

a nation be brought forth in one m? • Is 66:8

kingdoms of the world in a m of time, • Lk 4:5

MONEY

He who loves m will not be satisfied • Eccl 5:10

he who has no m, come, buy and eat! • Is 55:1

You cannot serve God and m. • Mt 6:24

in the ground and hid his master’s m. • Mt 25:18

no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor m; • Lk 9:3

could obtain the gift of God with m! • Acts 8:20

not quarrelsome, not a lover of m. • 1 Tm 3:3

For the love of m is a root of all kinds • 1 Tm 6:10

Keep your life free from love of m, • Heb 13:5

MONEY-CHANGERS

he overturned the tables of the m and • Mt 21:12

and pigeons, and the m sitting there. • Jn 2:14

MONEYBAG

Carry no m, no knapsack, no sandals, • Lk 10:4

now let the one who has a m take it, • Lk 22:36

thought that, because Judas had the m, • Jn 13:29

MOON

He made the m to mark the seasons; • Ps 104:19

the m and stars to rule over the night, • Ps 136:9

turned to darkness, and the m to blood, • Jl 2:31

and the m will not give its light, • Mt 24:29

will be signs in sun and m and stars, • Lk 21:25

turned to darkness and the m to blood, • Acts 2:20

the sun, and another glory of the m, • 1 Cor 15:41

the full m became like blood, • Rv 6:12

has no need of sun or m to shine on it, • Rv 21:23

MORALS

“Bad company ruins good m.” • 1 Cor 15:33

MORDECAI

in Susa the citadel whose name was M, • Est 2:5

But M did not bow down or pay • Est 3:2

For M was great in the king’s house, • Est 9:4

MORNING

when the m stars sang together and • Jb 38:7

O Lord, in the m you hear • Ps 5:3

take the wings of the m and dwell in • Ps 139:9

In the m sow your seed, and at evening • Eccl 11:6

they are new every m; great is your • Lam 3:23

They were at the tomb early in the m, • Lk 24:22

MORSEL

Better is a dry m with quiet than a • Prv 17:1

Then after he had taken the m, Satan • Jn 13:27

MORTAL

‘Can m man be in the right before God? • Jb 4:17

give life to your m bodies through his • Rom 8:11

and the m puts on immortality, • 1 Cor 15:54

so that what is m may be swallowed • 2 Cor 5:4

MOSES

She named him M, “Because,” • Ex 2:10

God said to M, “I am who I am.” • Ex 3:14

So M and Aaron went to Pharaoh • Ex 7:10

Then M stretched out his staff toward • Ex 9:23

M implored the Lord his God • Ex 32:11

M would put the veil over his face • Ex 34:35

M erected the tabernacle. He laid its • Ex 40:18

Now the man M was very meek, more • Nm 12:3

M sent them to spy out the land of • Nm 13:17

M and Aaron, “Because you did not • Nm 20:12

So M made a bronze serpent and set it • Nm 21:9

Then M summoned Joshua and said to • Dt 31:7

M the servant of the Lord died • Dt 34:5

“Remember the law of my servant M, • Mal 4:4

there appeared to them M and Elijah, • Mt 17:3

For the law was given through M; • Jn 1:17

And as M lifted up the serpent in the • Jn 3:14

Yet death reigned from Adam to M, • Rom 5:14

all were baptized into M in the cloud • 1 Cor 10:2

Now M was faithful in all God’s house • Heb 3:5

disputing about the body of M, he did • Jude 9

they sing the song of M, the servant • Rv 15:3

MOTH

you consume like a m what is dear to • Ps 39:11

like a garment; the m will eat them up. • Is 50:9

where m and rust destroy and where • Mt 6:19

MOTHER

Eve, because she was the m of all living. • Gn 3:20

“Honor your father and your m, that • Ex 20:12

but a foolish son is a sorrow to his m. • Prv 10:1

As one whom his m comforts, so I will • Is 66:13

When his m Mary had been betrothed • Mt 1:18

“Who is my m, and who are my • Mt 12:48

Honor your father and m, and, You • Mt 19:19

And his m treasured up all these • Lk 2:51

His m said to the servants, “Do • Jn 2:5

said to the disciple, “Behold, your m!” • Jn 19:27

leave his father and m and hold fast to • Eph 5:31

MOTHER’S

“Naked I came from my m womb, • Jb 1:21

his m womb he shall go again, naked • Eccl 5:15

MOUNTAIN

Moses was on the m forty days and • Ex 24:18

“Come, let us go up to the m of the • Is 2:3

image became a great m and filled the • Dn 2:35

to a very high m and showed him all • Mt 4:8

of mustard seed, you will say to this m, • Mt 17:20

these days he went out to the m to pray, • Lk 6:12

for we were with him on the holy m. • 2 Pt 1:18

away in the Spirit to a great, high m, • Rv 21:10

MOUNTAINS

The waters prevailed above the m, • Gn 7:20

Before the m were brought forth, or • Ps 90:2

be established as the highest of the m, • Is 2:2

let those who are in Judea flee to the m. • Mt 24:16

if I have all faith, so as to remove m, • 1 Cor 13:2

fled away, and no m were to be found. • Rv 16:20

MOURN

a time to laugh; a time to m, • Eccl 3:4

of our God; to comfort all who m; • Is 61:2

have pierced, they shall m for him, • Zec 12:10

“Blessed are those who m, for they • Mt 5:4

then all the tribes of the earth will m, • Mt 24:30

Be wretched and m and weep. Let • Jas 4:9

MOURNING

have turned for me my m into dancing; • Ps 30:11

better to go to the house of m than to • Eccl 7:2

and your days of m shall be ended. • Is 60:20

ashes, the oil of gladness instead of m, • Is 61:3

I will turn their m into joy; I will • Jer 31:13

m, nor crying, nor pain anymore, • Rv 21:4

MOURNS

The earth m and withers; the world • Is 24:4

because of the curse the land m, and • Jer 23:10

Therefore the land m, and all who • Hos 4:3

The fields are destroyed, the ground m, • Jl 1:10

for him, as one m for an only child, • Zec 12:10

MOUTH

He put a new song in my m, a song of • Ps 40:3

My m is filled with your praise, and • Ps 71:8

Whoever guards his m preserves his • Prv 13:3

A fool’s m is his ruin, and his lips are • Prv 18:7

was afflicted, yet he opened not his m; • Is 53:7

word that comes from the m of God.’” • Mt 4:4

abundance of the heart the m speaks. • Mt 12:34

a person, but what comes out of the m; • Mt 15:11

for I will give you a m and wisdom, • Lk 21:15

if you confess with your m that Jesus • Rom 10:9

From the same m come blessing and • Jas 3:10

MOVE

Do not m the ancient landmark that • Prv 22:28

half of the Mount shall m northward, • Zec 14:4

MOVED

in my prosperity, “I shall never be m.” • Ps 30:6

M with pity, he stretched out his hand • Mk 1:41

Jesus, deeply m again, came to the • Jn 11:38

MUCH

Everyone to whom m was given, of • Lk 12:48

in a very little is also faithful in m, • Lk 16:10

“Whoever gathered m had nothing • 2 Cor 8:15

MULTIPLIED

they m and grew exceedingly strong, • Ex 1:7

For by me your days will be m, and • Prv 9:11

But the word of God increased and m. • Acts 12:24

May grace and peace be m to you in • 2 Pt 1:2

MULTIPLY

“Be fruitful and m and fill the waters • Gn 1:22

“Be fruitful and m and fill the earth. • Gn 9:1

He will love you, bless you, and m you. • Dt 7:13

so I will m the offspring of David • Jer 33:22

food will supply and m your seed for • 2 Cor 9:10

“Surely I will bless you and m you.” • Heb 6:14

MULTITUDE

In a m of people is the glory of a king, • Prv 14:28

the angel a m of the heavenly host • Lk 2:13

a great m that no one could number, • Rv 7:9

MULTITUDES

M, m, in the valley of decision! • Jl 3:14

are peoples and m and nations and • Rv 17:15

MURDER

“You shall not m. • Ex 20:13

“‘You shall not m. • Dt 5:17

said to those of old, ‘You shall not m; • Mt 5:21

They are full of envy, m, strife, deceit, • Rom 1:29

commit adultery, You shall not m, • Rom 13:9

also said, “Do not m.” If you • Jas 2:11

MURDERED

are sons of those who m the prophets. • Mt 23:31

whom you have now betrayed and m, • Acts 7:52

MURDERER

The m shall be put to death. • Nm 35:16

you suffer as a m or a thief or an • 1 Pt 4:15

Everyone who hates his brother is a m, • 1 Jn 3:15

MURDERERS

strike their fathers and mothers, for m, • 1 Tm 1:9

the faithless, the detestable, as for m, • Rv 21:8

MUSTARD

is like a grain of m seed that a man • Mt 13:31

if you have faith like a grain of m seed, • Mt 17:20

MUTE

I was m and silent; I held my peace to • Ps 39:2

Open your mouth for the m, for the • Prv 31:8

had been cast out, the m man spoke. • Mt 9:33

makes the deaf hear and the m speak.” • Mk 7:37

making signs to them and remained m. • Lk 1:22

pagans you were led astray to m idols, • 1 Cor 12:2

MUTUAL

for peace and for m upbuilding. • Rom 14:19

MYRRH

him gifts, gold and frankincense and m. • Mt 2:11

they offered him wine mixed with m, • Mk 15:23

bringing a mixture of m and aloes, • Jn 19:39

MYSTERIES

there is a God in heaven who reveals m, • Dn 2:28

of Christ and stewards of the m of God. • 1 Cor 4:1

MYSTERY

you to be unaware of this m, • Rom 11:25

the revelation of the m that was kept • Rom 16:25

Behold! I tell you a m. We shall not • 1 Cor 15:51

making known to us the m of his will, • Eph 1:9

my insight into the m of Christ, • Eph 3:4

This m is profound, and I am saying • Eph 5:32

the m hidden for ages and generations • Col 1:26

for the word, to declare the m of Christ, • Col 4:3

we confess, is the m of godliness: • 1 Tm 3:16

MYTHS

devote themselves to m and endless • 1 Tm 1:4

to the truth and wander off into m. • 2 Tm 4:4

follow cleverly devised m when we • 2 Pt 1:16

	


N (TOP)

NAAMAN

But N was angry and went away, • 2 Kgs 5:11

was cleansed, but only N the Syrian.” • Lk 4:27

NABAL

Now the name of the man was N, • 1 Sm 25:3

Abigail the widow of N of Carmel. • 1 Sm 30:5

NABOTH

Now N the Jezreelite had a vineyard • 1 Kgs 21:1

him at the property of N the Jezreelite. • 2 Kgs 9:21

NADAB

But N and Abihu died when they • Nm 26:61

and N his son reigned in his place. • 1 Kgs 14:20

NAILS

I see in his hands the mark of the n, • Jn 20:25

NAKED

and they knew that they were n. • Gn 3:7

“N I came from my mother’s • Jb 1:21

womb he shall go again, n as he came, • Eccl 5:15

when you see the n, to cover him, • Is 58:7

I was n and you clothed me, I was sick • Mt 25:36

putting it on we may not be found n. • 2 Cor 5:3

wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and n. • Rv 3:17

NAME

Abram called upon the n of the • Gn 13:4

This is my n forever, and thus I am to • Ex 3:15

“You shall not take the n of the • Ex 20:7

fear this glorious and awesome n, • Dt 28:58

place, shall build the house for my n.’ • 1 Kgs 5:5

and let us exalt his n together! • Ps 34:3

all that is within me, bless his holy n! • Ps 103:1

n of the Lord is a strong tower; • Prv 18:10

A good n is to be chosen rather than • Prv 22:1

host by number, calling them all by n, • Is 40:26

I am the Lord; that is my n; • Is 42:8

But I had concern for my holy n, • Ezk 36:21

who calls on the n of the Lord • Jl 2:32

They will call upon my n, and I will • Zec 13:9

to its setting my n will be great • Mal 1:11

receives this child in my n receives me, • Lk 9:48

Whatever you ask in my n, this I will • Jn 14:13

by believing you may have life in his n. • Jn 20:31

for there is no other n under heaven • Acts 4:12

who calls on the n of the Lord will • Rom 10:13

bestowed on him the n that is above • Phil 2:9

do everything in the n of the Lord Jesus, • Col 3:17

Yet you hold fast my n, and you did • Rv 2:13

and he has a n written that no one • Rv 19:12

And if anyone’s n was not found • Rv 20:15

NAME’S

in paths of righteousness for his n sake. • Ps 23:3

For your n sake, O Lord, • Ps 143:11

you will be hated by all for my n sake. • Mt 10:22

your sins are forgiven for his n sake. • 1 Jn 2:12

bearing up for my n sake, and you • Rv 2:3

NAMED

not where Christ has already been n, • Rom 15:20

family in heaven and on earth is n, • Eph 3:15

NAMES

The man gave n to all livestock and to • Gn 2:20

engrave on them the n of the sons of • Ex 28:9

the stars; he gives to all of them their n. • Ps 147:4

but rejoice that your n are written in • Lk 10:20

whose n are in the book of life. • Phil 4:3

dwellers on earth whose n have not • Rv 17:8

NAOMI

Elimelech and the name of his wife N, • Ru 1:2

“A son has been born to N.” • Ru 4:17

NAPHTALI

prevailed.” So she called his name N. • Gn 30:8

Bilhah, Rachel’s servant: Dan and N. • Gn 35:25

and the land of N, but in the latter time • Is 9:1

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and N, • Mt 4:13

NARD

alabaster flask of ointment of pure n, • Mk 14:3

expensive ointment made from pure n, • Jn 12:3

NATHAN

word of the Lord came to N, • 2 Sm 7:4

N said to David, “You are the man! • 2 Sm 12:7

he did not invite N the prophet or • 1 Kgs 1:10

in the history of N the prophet, • 2 Chr 9:29

NATHANAEL

N said to him, “Can anything good • Jn 1:46

N of Cana in Galilee, the sons of • Jn 21:2

NATION

I will make of you a great n, • Gn 12:2

me a kingdom of priests and a holy n. • Ex 19:6

Blessed is the n whose God is the • Ps 33:12

Righteousness exalts a n, but sin is a • Prv 14:34

that the righteous n that keeps faith • Is 26:2

here I am,” to a n that was not called • Is 65:1

For n will rise against n, • Mt 24:7

for he loves our n, and he is the one • Lk 7:5

a royal priesthood, a holy n, • 1 Pt 2:9

to every n and tribe and language • Rv 14:6

NATIONS

shall be the father of a multitude of n. • Gn 17:4

Let the n be glad and sing for joy, • Ps 67:4

Declare his glory among the n, • Ps 96:3

Praise the Lord, all n! Extol • Ps 117:1

the hills; and all the n shall flow to it, • Is 2:2

the n are like a drop from a bucket, • Is 40:15

praise to sprout up before all the n. • Is 61:11

n will know that I am the Lord, • Ezk 36:23

n, and languages should serve him; • Dn 7:14

And many n shall join themselves to • Zec 2:11

Then all n will call you blessed, for • Mal 3:12

must first be proclaimed to all n. • Mk 13:10

By its light will the n walk, and the • Rv 21:24

NATURAL

if God did not spare the n branches, • Rom 11:21

The n person does not accept the • 1 Cor 2:14

If there is a n body, there is also a • 1 Cor 15:44

NATURE

his eternal power and divine n, • Rom 1:20

mind, and were by n children of wrath, • Eph 2:3

of God and the exact imprint of his n, • Heb 1:3

may become partakers of the divine n, • 2 Pt 1:4

NAZARETH

And he went and lived in a city called N, • Mt 2:23

from God to a city of Galilee named N, • Lk 1:26

good come out of N?” Philip said to • Jn 1:46

It read, “Jesus of N, the King of the • Jn 19:19

In the name of Jesus Christ of N, rise • Acts 3:6

And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of N, • Acts 22:8

NAZIRITE

makes a special vow, the vow of a N, • Nm 6:2

for the child shall be a N to God from • Jgs 13:7

NEAR

a god so n to it as the Lord • Dt 4:7

Be not far from me, for trouble is n, • Ps 22:11

Lord is n to the brokenhearted • Ps 34:18

Lord is n to all who call on him, • Ps 145:18

I bring n my righteousness; it is not far • Is 46:13

He who vindicates me is n. Who will • Is 50:8

all these things, you know that he is n, • Mt 24:33

kingdom of God has come n to you.’ • Lk 10:9

“The word is n you, in your mouth • Rom 10:8

far off and peace to those who were n. • Eph 2:17

what is written in it, for the time is n. • Rv 1:3

NEARER

For salvation is n to us now than • Rom 13:11

NEBUCHADNEZZAR

In his days, N king of Babylon came • 2 Kgs 24:1

Jerusalem into exile by the hand of N. • 1 Chr 6:15

N also carried part of the vessels of • 2 Chr 36:7

of the Lord that N had carried • Ezr 1:7

of those exiles whom N the king of • Neh 7:6

whom N king of Babylon had carried • Est 2:6

for N king of Babylon is making war • Jer 21:2

the eunuchs brought them in before N. • Dn 1:18

Then King N fell upon his face and • Dn 2:46

Now I, N, praise and extol and honor the • Dn 4:37

NECESSARY

Was it not n that the Christ should • Lk 24:26

“It was n that the word of God be • Acts 13:46

proving that it was n for the Christ to • Acts 17:3

NEED

you a blessing until there is no more n. • Mal 3:10

Father knows what you n before you • Mt 6:8

‘The Lord has n of it and will send it • Mk 11:3

it was distributed to each as any had n. • Acts 4:35

will supply every n of yours according • Phil 4:19

and find grace to help in time of n. • Heb 4:16

world’s goods and sees his brother in n, • 1 Jn 3:17

NEEDS

Contribute to the n of the saints and • Rom 12:13

not only supplying the n of the saints • 2 Cor 9:12

sent me help for my n once and again. • Phil 4:16

NEEDY

your brother, to the n and to the poor, • Dt 15:11

I was a father to the n, and I searched • Jb 29:16

As for me, I am poor and n, but the • Ps 40:17

and reaches out her hands to the n. • Prv 31:20

graze, and the n lie down in safety; • Is 14:30

silver, and the n for a pair of sandals • Am 2:6

“Thus, when you give to the n, sound • Mt 6:2

Sell your possessions, and give to the n. • Lk 12:33

There was not a n person among them, • Acts 4:34

NEGLECT

We will not n the house of our God.” • Neh 10:39

instruction and be wise, and do not n it. • Prv 8:33

herb, and n justice and the love of God. • Lk 11:42

escape if we n such a great salvation? • Heb 2:3

Do not n to do good and to share • Heb 13:16

NEHEMIAH

with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, N, Seraiah, • Ezr 2:2

in the days of N the governor and • Neh 12:26

NEIGHBOR

but you shall love your n as yourself: • Lv 19:18

Whoever despises his n is a sinner, • Prv 14:21

Better is a n who is near than a • Prv 27:10

was said, ‘You shall love your n and • Mt 5:43

said to Jesus, “And who is my n?” • Lk 10:29

Love does no wrong to a n; • Rom 13:10

his own good, but the good of his n. • 1 Cor 10:24

“You shall love your n as yourself.” • Gal 5:14

NESTS

In them the birds build their n; the • Ps 104:17

birds of the air come and make n • Mt 13:32

NET

heaven is like a n that was thrown into • Mt 13:47

of Simon casting a n into the sea, • Mk 1:16

“Cast the n on the right side of the boat, • Jn 21:6

NETS

Let the wicked fall into their own n, • Ps 141:10

woman whose heart is snares and n, • Eccl 7:26

they left their n and followed him. • Mk 1:18

But at your word I will let down the n.” • Lk 5:5

NEVER

and n again shall there be a flood to • Gn 9:11

love of the Lord n ceases; • Lam 3:22

“N was anything like this seen in • Mt 9:33

I will give him will n be thirsty again. • Jn 4:14

whoever comes to me I will n cast out. • Jn 6:37

them eternal life, and they will n perish, • Jn 10:28

I will n blot his name out of the book • Rv 3:5

NEW

Sing to him a n song; play skillfully • Ps 33:3

Oh sing to the Lord a n song; • Ps 96:1

I create n heavens and a n earth, • Is 65:17

I will give you a n heart, and a n • Ezk 36:26

Neither is n wine put into old wineskins. • Mt 9:17

for you is the n covenant in my blood. • Lk 22:20

A n commandment I give to you, that • Jn 13:34

create in himself one n man in place of • Eph 2:15

and have put on the n self, which is • Col 3:10

by the n and living way that he • Heb 10:20

with a n name written on the stone that • Rv 2:17

they were singing a n song before the • Rv 14:3

“Behold, I am making all things n.” • Rv 21:5

NEWS

heart, and good n refreshes the bones. • Prv 15:30

who publishes peace, who brings good n • Is 52:7

and the poor have good n preached to • Mt 11:5

I bring you good n of great joy that • Lk 2:10

anointed me to proclaim good n to the • Lk 4:18

preaching good n of peace through • Acts 10:36

And this word is the good n that was • 1 Pt 1:25

NICODEMUS

was a man of the Pharisees named N, • Jn 3:1

N, who had gone to him before, and • Jn 7:50

N also, who earlier had come to Jesus • Jn 19:39

NIGHT

light Day, and the darkness he called N. • Gn 1:5

the n is long, and I am full of tossing • Jb 7:4

and on his law he meditates day and n. • Ps 1:2

love, and at n his song is with me, • Ps 42:8

You will not fear the terror of the n, • Ps 91:5

the moon and stars to rule over the n, • Ps 136:9

the n is bright as the day, for darkness • Ps 139:12

Her lamp does not go out at n. • Prv 31:18

This n your soul is required of you, • Lk 12:20

This man came to Jesus by n and • Jn 3:2

n is coming, when no one can work. • Jn 9:4

We are not of the n or of the darkness. • 1 Thes 5:5

And n will be no more. They will • Rv 22:5

NILE

I will strike the water that is in the N, • Ex 7:17

NINEVEH

land he went into Assyria and built N, • Gn 10:11

“Arise, go to N, that great city, and call • Jon 1:2

An oracle concerning N. The book of • Na 1:1

became a sign to the people of N, • Lk 11:30

NOAH

But N found favor in the eyes of the • Gn 6:8

They went into the ark with N, two • Gn 7:15

“This is like the days of N to me: as I • Is 54:9

if these three men, N, Daniel, and Job, • Ezk 14:14

until the day when N entered the ark, • Mt 24:38

By faith N, being warned by God • Heb 11:7

God’s patience waited in the days of N, • 1 Pt 3:20

the ancient world, but preserved N, • 2 Pt 2:5

NOBLE

Hear, for I will speak n things, • Prv 8:6

he who is n plans n things, • Is 32:8

powerful, not many were of n birth. • 1 Cor 1:26

office of overseer, he desires a n task. • 1 Tm 3:1

NOISE

let us make a joyful n to the rock of our • Ps 95:1

Make a joyful n to the Lord, • Ps 100:1

NONE

may know that there is n like me in all • Ex 9:14

“There is n holy like the Lord: • 1 Sm 2:2

For there is n like you, and there is no • 2 Sm 7:22

no other; I am God, and there is n like • Is 46:9

There is n like you, O Lord; • Jer 10:6

written: “N is righteous, no, not one; • Rom 3:10

NORTH

stay not, for I bring disaster from the n, • Jer 4:6

the king of the n shall again raise a • Dn 11:13

NOTHING

and there is n hidden from its heat. • Ps 19:6

done, and there is n new under the sun. • Eccl 1:9

outstretched arm! N is too hard for you. • Jer 32:17

n is covered that will not be revealed, • Mt 10:26

For n will be impossible with God.” • Lk 1:37

“I can do n on my own. As I hear, I • Jn 5:30

leftover fragments, that n may be lost.” • Jn 6:12

fruit, for apart from me you can do n. • Jn 15:5

mountains, but have not love, I am n. • 1 Cor 13:2

for we brought n into the world, • 1 Tm 6:7

to the defiled and unbelieving, n is pure; • Ti 1:15

be perfect and complete, lacking in n. • Jas 1:4

am rich, I have prospered, and I need n, • Rv 3:17

NULLIFY

Does their faithlessness n the • Rom 3:3

I do not n the grace of God, for if • Gal 2:21

NUMBER

“Look toward heaven, and n the stars, • Gn 15:5

So teach us to n our days that we may • Ps 90:12

He determines the n of the stars; he • Ps 147:4

Lord added to their n day by day those • Acts 2:47

n of a man, and his n is 666. • Rv 13:18

NUMBERED

struck him after he had n the people. • 2 Sm 24:10

of heaven cannot be n and the sands of • Jer 33:22

	


O (TOP)

OATH

to David a sure o from which he will • Ps 132:11

But I say to you, Do not take an o at all, • Mt 5:34

the o that he swore to our father • Lk 1:73

his purpose, he guaranteed it with an o, • Heb 6:17

heaven or by earth or by any other o, • Jas 5:12

OBEDIENCE

to him shall be the o of the peoples. • Gn 49:10

to bring about the o of faith for the • Rom 1:5

so by the one man’s o the many will • Rom 5:19

when your o is complete. • 2 Cor 10:6

he learned o through what he suffered. • Heb 5:8

for o to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling • 1 Pt 1:2

OBEDIENT

know whether you are o in everything. • 2 Cor 2:9

himself by becoming o to the point • Phil 2:8

to rulers and authorities, to be o, • Ti 3:1

As o children, do not be conformed • 1 Pt 1:14

OBEY

“But if you carefully o his voice and • Ex 23:22

Be careful to o all these words that I • Dt 12:28

Behold, to o is better than sacrifice, • 1 Sm 15:22

‘O my voice, and I will be your God, • Jer 7:23

“We must o God rather than men. • Acts 5:29

are self-seeking and do not o the truth, • Rom 2:8

you are slaves of the one whom you o, • Rom 6:16

Children, o your parents in everything, • Col 3:20

those who do not o the gospel of our • 2 Thes 1:8

of eternal salvation to all who o him, • Heb 5:9

O your leaders and submit to them, • Heb 13:17

when we love God and o his • 1 Jn 5:2

OBEYED

blessed, because you have o my voice.” • Gn 22:18

But they have not all o the gospel. • Rom 10:16

my beloved, as you have always o, • Phil 2:12

By faith Abraham o when he was • Heb 11:8

OBLIGATION

I am under o both to Greeks and to • Rom 1:14

o to bear with the failings of the weak, • Rom 15:1

OBSERVE

ruler, o carefully what is before you, • Prv 23:1

You o days and months and seasons • Gal 4:10

OBSOLETE

new covenant, he makes the first one o. • Heb 8:13

OBSTACLE

rather than put an o in the way of • 1 Cor 9:12

We put no o in anyone’s way, so that • 2 Cor 6:3

OBSTINATE

hardened his spirit and made his heart o, • Dt 2:30

Because I know that you are o, and • Is 48:4

OBTAIN

they shall o gladness and joy, • Is 51:11

but to o salvation through our Lord • 1 Thes 5:9

may o the salvation that is in Christ • 2 Tm 2:10

that no one fails to o the grace of God • Heb 12:15

OBTAINED

Through him we have also o access by • Rom 5:2

Not that I have already o this or • Phil 3:12

But as it is, Christ has o a ministry • Heb 8:6

OFFENDED

A brother o is more unyielding than a • Prv 18:19

blessed is the one who is not o by me.” • Mt 11:6

the Pharisees were o when they heard • Mt 15:12

OFFENSE

Whoever covers an o seeks love, but • Prv 17:9

sanctuary and a stone of o and a • Is 8:14

And they took o at him. But Jesus said • Mt 13:57

Give no o to Jews or to Greeks or to • 1 Cor 10:32

In that case the o of the cross has • Gal 5:11

OFFENSES

stirs up strife, but love covers all o. • Prv 10:12

for calmness will lay great o to rest. • Eccl 10:4

OFFER

go to my servant Job and o up a burnt • Jb 42:8

O right sacrifices, and put your trust • Ps 4:5

continually o up a sacrifice of praise • Heb 13:15

OFFERING

had regard for Abel and his o, • Gn 4:4

you will not be pleased with a burnt o. • Ps 51:16

when his soul makes an o for guilt, he • Is 53:10

So if you are o your gift at the altar • Mt 5:23

rich putting their gifts into the o box, • Lk 21:1

For by a single o he has perfected for • Heb 10:14

OFFERINGS

knowledge of God rather than burnt o. • Hos 6:6

than all whole burnt o and sacrifices.” • Mk 12:33

“Sacrifices and o you have not desired, • Heb 10:5

OFFICE

days be few; may another take his o! • Ps 109:8

“‘Let another take his o.’ • Acts 1:20

OFFSPRING

between your o and her o; • Gn 3:15

“To your o I will give this land.” • Gn 12:7

I will make your o as the dust of the • Gn 13:16

I will pour my Spirit upon your o, and • Is 44:3

an offering for guilt, he shall see his o; • Is 53:10

Godly o. So guard yourselves • Mal 2:15

have said, “‘For we are indeed his o.’ • Acts 17:28

of the promise are counted as o. • Rom 9:8

are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s o, • Gal 3:29

OIL

and the jug of o shall not be empty, • 1 Kgs 17:14

wind or to grasp o in one’s right hand. • Prv 27:16

wise took flasks of o with their lamps. • Mt 25:4

You did not anoint my head with o, but • Lk 7:46

has anointed you with the o of gladness • Heb 1:9

anointing him with o in the name of • Jas 5:14

OINTMENT

In pouring this o on my body, she has • Mt 26:12

“Why was the o wasted like that? • Mk 14:4

anointed the Lord with o and wiped his • Jn 11:2

OLD

Remember the days of o; consider the • Dt 32:7

I have been young, and now am o, yet I • Ps 37:25

Do not cast me off in the time of o age; • Ps 71:9

even when he is o he will not depart • Prv 22:6

The o has passed away; behold, the • 2 Cor 5:17

have put off the o self with its practices • Col 3:9

than the o as the covenant he mediates • Heb 8:6

OLDER

the o shall serve the younger.” • Gn 25:23

“Now his o son was in the field, and • Lk 15:25

“The o will serve the younger.” • Rom 9:12

not rebuke an o man but encourage • 1 Tm 5:1

OLIVE

her mouth was a freshly plucked o leaf. • Gn 8:11

I am like a green o tree in the house of • Ps 52:8

And there are two o trees by it, one on • Zec 4:3

off, and you, although a wild o shoot, • Rom 11:17

These are the two o trees and the two • Rv 11:4

OLIVES

the Mount of O shall be split in two • Zec 14:4

As he sat on the Mount of O, the • Mt 24:3

hymn, they went out to the Mount of O. • Mt 26:30

but Jesus went to the Mount of O. • Jn 8:1

OLIVET

out and lodged on the mount called O. • Lk 21:37

to Jerusalem from the mount called O, • Acts 1:12

ONCE

make atonement for it o in the year • Ex 30:10

death he died he died to sin, o for all, • Rom 6:10

since he did this o for all when he • Heb 7:27

just as it is appointed for man to die o, • Heb 9:27

For Christ also suffered o for sins, the • 1 Pt 3:18

ONE

wife, and they shall become o flesh. • Gn 2:24

our God, the Lord is o. • Dt 6:4

O thing have I asked of the • Ps 27:4

Two are better than o, because they • Eccl 4:9

him, “Are you the o who is to come, • Mt 11:3

his wife, and the two shall become o • Mt 19:5

No o can come to me unless the Father • Jn 6:44

I and the Father are o.” • Jn 10:30

may be o even as we are o, • Jn 17:22

though many, are o body in Christ, • Rom 12:5

that o has died for all, therefore all • 2 Cor 5:14

o Lord, o faith, o baptism, • Eph 4:5

You believe that God is o; you do well. • Jas 2:19

OPEN

O your mouth wide, and I will fill it. • Ps 81:10

You o your hand; you satisfy the • Ps 145:16

Can a demon o the eyes of the blind?” • Jn 10:21

you, Corinthians; our heart is wide o. • 2 Cor 6:11

I have set before you an o door, • Rv 3:8

“Who is worthy to o the scroll and • Rv 5:2

OPENED

when you eat of it your eyes will be o, • Gn 3:5

and was praying, the heavens were o, • Lk 3:21

Then he o their minds to understand • Lk 24:45

that anyone o the eyes of a man born • Jn 9:32

he said, “Behold, I see the heavens o, • Acts 7:56

living way that he o for us through • Heb 10:20

OPINIONS

go limping between two different o? • 1 Kgs 18:21

but not to quarrel over o. • Rom 14:1

OPPORTUNITY

moment he sought an o to betray him. • Mt 26:16

So then, as we have o, let us do good • Gal 6:10

and give no o to the devil. • Eph 4:27

concerned for me, but you had no o. • Phil 4:10

OPPOSED

came to Antioch, I o him to his face, • Gal 2:11

OPPRESSED

But the more they were o, the more • Ex 1:12

who executes justice for the o, who • Ps 146:7

He was o, and he was afflicted, yet he • Is 53:7

him all who were sick or o by demons. • Mk 1:32

healing all who were o by the devil, • Acts 10:38

OPPRESSES

Whoever o a poor man insults his • Prv 14:31

Whoever o the poor to increase his • Prv 22:16

OPPRESSION

learn to do good; seek justice, correct o; • Is 1:17

By o and judgment he was taken away; • Is 53:8

Heaping o upon o, and deceit • Jer 9:6

OPPRESSOR

who lacks understanding is a cruel o, • Prv 28:16

no o shall again march over them, for • Zec 9:8

ORACLES

He received living o to give to us. • Acts 7:38

Jews were entrusted with the o of God. • Rom 3:2

the basic principles of the o of God. • Heb 5:12

ORDER

Lord, ‘Set your house in o, • 2 Kgs 20:1

“If this fixed o departs from before me, • Jer 31:36

the house empty, swept, and put in o. • Mt 12:44

to see your good o and the firmness of • Col 2:5

high priest after the o of Melchizedek. • Heb 5:10

ORION

who made the Bear and O, the Pleiades • Jb 9:9

of the Pleiades or loose the cords of O? • Jb 38:31

He who made the Pleiades and O, and • Am 5:8

ORPHANS

“I will not leave you as o; I will come • Jn 14:18

visit o and widows in their affliction, • Jas 1:27

OUTCAST

because they have called you an o: • Jer 30:17

I will save the lame and gather the o, • Zep 3:19

OUTSIDERS

For what have I to do with judging o? • 1 Cor 5:12

tongues, and o or unbelievers enter, • 1 Cor 14:23

Walk in wisdom toward o, • Col 4:5

walk properly before o and be • 1 Thes 4:12

he must be well thought of by o, • 1 Tm 3:7

OUTSTRETCHED

redeem you with an o arm and with • Ex 6:6

with a strong hand and an o arm, • Ps 136:12

OUTWARDLY

So you also o appear righteous to • Mt 23:28

no one is a Jew who is merely one o, • Rom 2:28

OVERCOME

and the darkness has not o it. • Jn 1:5

But take heart; I have o the world.” • Jn 16:33

Do not be o by evil, but o evil with • Rom 12:21

and you have o the evil one. • 1 Jn 2:14

OVERCOMES

o a person, to that he is enslaved. • 2 Pt 2:19

who has been born of God o the world. • 1 Jn 5:4

OVERFLOWING

glory of the nations like an o stream; • Is 66:12

In all our affliction, I am o with joy. • 2 Cor 7:4

OVERSEER

he made him o of his house and put • Gn 39:4

If anyone aspires to the office of o, • 1 Tm 3:1

For an o, as God’s steward, must be • Ti 1:7

to the Shepherd and O of your souls. • 1 Pt 2:25

OVERSEERS

the Holy Spirit has made you o, • Acts 20:28

are at Philippi, with the o and deacons: • Phil 1:1

OVERSHADOW

the power of the Most High will o you; • Lk 1:35

OVERTHROW

of God, you will not be able to o them. • Acts 5:39

Do we then o the law by this faith? • Rom 3:31

OVERWHELM

through the rivers, they shall not o you; • Is 43:2

OWE

to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you o.’ • Mt 18:28

first, ‘How much do you o my master?’ • Lk 16:5

O no one anything, except to love • Rom 13:8

OWED

One o five hundred denarii, and the • Lk 7:41

Pay to all what is o to them: taxes to • Rom 13:7

OWN

yielding seed according to their o kinds, • Gn 1:12

did what was right in his o eyes. • Jgs 17:6

sought out a man after his o heart, • 1 Sm 13:14

But everyone shall die for his o iniquity. • Jer 31:30

He came to his o, and his o people • Jn 1:11

I know my o and my o know me, • Jn 10:14

having loved his o who were in the • Jn 13:1

By sending his o Son in the likeness • Rom 8:3

have from God? You are not your o, • 1 Cor 6:19

Christ Jesus has made me his o. • Phil 3:12

OX

“You shall not muzzle an o when it is • Dt 25:4

the face of an o on the left side, • Ezk 1:10

the Sabbath untie his o or his donkey • Lk 13:15

“You shall not muzzle an o when it • 1 Cor 9:9

the second living creature like an o, • Rv 4:7

	


P (TOP)

PAGANS

that is not tolerated even among p, • 1 Cor 5:1

No, I imply that what p sacrifice they • 1 Cor 10:20

that when you were p you were led • 1 Cor 12:2

PAID

Oh that you had p attention to my • Is 48:18

out until you have p the very last • Lk 12:59

the wrongdoer will be p back for the • Col 3:25

PAIN

in p you shall bring forth children. • Gn 3:16

“Man is also rebuked with p on his bed • Jb 33:19

PAINS

are but the beginning of the birth p. • Mt 24:8

together in the p of childbirth until • Rom 8:22

upon them as labor p come upon a • 1 Thes 5:3

PALACE

people gathered in the p of the high • Mt 26:3

man, fully armed, guards his own p, • Lk 11:21

PALM

springs of water and seventy p trees, • Ex 15:27

they took branches of p trees and went • Jn 12:13

PANGS

raised him up, loosing the p of death, • Acts 2:24

and pierced themselves with many p. • 1 Tm 6:10

PARABLE

I will open my mouth in a p; • Ps 78:2

“Hear then the p of the sower: • Mt 13:18

PARABLES

me, ‘Is he not a maker of p?’” • Ezk 20:49

and through the prophets gave p. • Hos 12:10

then will you understand all the p? • Mk 4:13

of God, but for others they are in p, • Lk 8:10

PARADISE

to you, today you will be with me in P.” • Lk 23:43

was caught up into pwhether in • 2 Cor 12:3

tree of life, which is in the p of God.’ • Rv 2:7

PARALYTIC

bringing to him a p carried by four men. • Mk 2:3

PARALYZED

“Lord, my servant is lying p at home, • Mt 8:6

bringing on a bed a man who was p, • Lk 5:18

of invalidsblind, lame, and p. • Jn 5:3

bedridden for eight years, who was p. • Acts 9:33

PARCHMENTS

also the books, and above all the p. • 2 Tm 4:13

PARDON

and p our iniquity and our sin, • Ex 34:9

O Lord, p my guilt, for it is great. • Ps 25:11

to our God, for he will abundantly p. • Is 55:7

PARDONED

warfare is ended, that her iniquity is p, • Is 40:2

PARENTS

delivered up even by p and brothers • Lk 21:16

to save up for their p, but p for • 2 Cor 12:14

Children, obey your p in the Lord, • Eph 6:1

PART

body is full of light, having no p dark, • Lk 11:36

For we know in p and we prophesy in • 1 Cor 13:9

PARTAKE

for we all p of the one bread. • 1 Cor 10:17

PARTAKERS

and p of the promise in Christ Jesus • Eph 3:6

for you are all p with me of grace, • Phil 1:7

you may become p of the divine nature, • 2 Pt 1:4

PARTIALITY

You shall not show p, and • Dt 16:19

P in judging is not good. • Prv 24:23

and teach rightly, and show no p, • Lk 20:21

For God shows no p. • Rom 2:11

wrong he has done, and there is no p. • Col 3:25

But if you show p, you are committing • Jas 2:9

PARTICIPATION

is it not a p in the blood of Christ? • 1 Cor 10:16

comfort from love, any p in the Spirit, • Phil 2:1

PARTNER

But if the unbelieving p separates, let • 1 Cor 7:15

he is my p and fellow worker for your • 2 Cor 8:23

PASS

when I see the blood, I will p over you, • Ex 12:13

Heaven and earth will p away, but my • Lk 21:33

comes, the partial will p away. • 1 Cor 13:10

like a flower of the grass he will p away. • Jas 1:10

and then the heavens will p away with • 2 Pt 3:10

PASSED

The Lord p before him and • Ex 34:6

Lord p by, and a great and strong • 1 Kgs 19:11

forbearance he had p over former sins. • Rom 3:25

We know that we have p out of death • 1 Jn 3:14

heaven and the first earth had p away, • Rv 21:1

PASSING

present form of this world is p away. • 1 Cor 7:31

And the world is p away along with its • 1 Jn 2:17

PASSION

better to marry than to burn with p. • 1 Cor 7:9

immorality, impurity, p, evil desire, • Col 3:5

lust of defiling p and despise authority. • 2 Pt 2:10

PASSIONS

God gave them up to dishonorable p. • Rom 1:26

we were living in the flesh, our sinful p, • Rom 7:5

the flesh with its p and desires. • Gal 5:24

So flee youthful p and pursue • 2 Tm 2:22

to renounce ungodliness and worldly p, • Ti 2:12

do not be conformed to the p of your • 1 Pt 1:14

PASSOVER

eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s P. • Ex 12:11

directed them, and they prepared the P. • Mt 26:19

“I have earnestly desired to eat this P • Lk 22:15

For Christ, our P lamb, has been • 1 Cor 5:7

By faith he kept the P and sprinkled • Heb 11:28

PASTURE

God, and we are the people of his p, • Ps 95:7

are his people, and the sheep of his p. • Ps 100:3

and on rich p they shall feed on the • Ezk 34:14

saved and will go in and out and find p. • Jn 10:9

PASTURES

He makes me lie down in green p. • Ps 23:2

PATH

You make known to me the p of life; • Ps 16:11

me on a level p because of my enemies. • Ps 27:11

a lamp to my feet and a light to my p. • Ps 119:105

But the p of the righteous is like the • Prv 4:18

p of life leads upward for the prudent, • Prv 15:24

he sowed, some seeds fell along the p, • Mt 13:4

PATHS

He leads me in p of righteousness • Ps 23:3

O Lord; teach me your p. • Ps 25:4

him, and he will make straight your p. • Prv 3:6

have made known to me the p of life; • Acts 2:28

and make straight p for your feet, so • Heb 12:13

PATIENCE

and good heart, and bear fruit with p. • Lk 8:15

to those who by p in well-doing seek • Rom 2:7

endured with much p vessels of wrath • Rom 9:22

with all humility and gentleness, with p, • Eph 4:2

display his perfect p as an example • 1 Tm 1:16

when God’s p waited in the days of • 1 Pt 3:20

And count the p of our Lord as • 2 Pt 3:15

PATIENT

Rejoice in hope, be p in tribulation, • Rom 12:12

Love is p and kind; love does not envy • 1 Cor 13:4

help the weak, be p with them all. • 1 Thes 5:14

but is p toward you, not wishing that • 2 Pt 3:9

PATTERN

you make them after the p for them, • Ex 25:40

according to the p that was shown • Heb 8:5

PAUL

who was also called P, filled with the • Acts 13:9

they called Zeus, and P, Hermes, • Acts 14:12

they stoned P and dragged him out of • Acts 14:19

the Jews a favor, Felix left P in prison. • Acts 24:27

then is Apollos? What is P? Servants • 1 Cor 3:5

I, P, an old man and now a prisoner • Phlm 9

as our beloved brother P also wrote • 2 Pt 3:15

PAVEMENT

his feet as it were a p of sapphire • Ex 24:10

seat at a place called The Stone P, • Jn 19:13

PAY

if the thief is found, he shall p double. • Ex 22:7

P to all what is owed to them: taxes • Rom 13:7

PEACE

I will give p in the land, and you shall • Lv 26:6

countenance upon you and give you p. • Nm 6:26

for he will speak p to his people, • Ps 85:8

You keep him in perfect p whose mind • Is 26:3

the effect of righteousness will be p, • Is 32:17

is no p,” says my God, “for the wicked.” • Is 57:21

I will extend p to her like a river, • Is 66:12

‘P, p,’ when there is no p. • Jer 6:14

and he shall speak p to the nations; • Zec 9:10

come to bring p, but a sword. • Mt 10:34

“P! Be still!” And the wind ceased, • Mk 4:39

go in p, and be healed of your disease.” • Mk 5:34

to God in the highest, and on earth p • Lk 2:14

you enter, first say, ‘P be to this house!’ • Lk 10:5

P I leave with you; my p I give • Jn 14:27

in me you may have p. In the world • Jn 16:33

among them and said, “P be with you.” • Jn 20:26

we have p with God through our Lord • Rom 5:1

God has called you to p. • 1 Cor 7:15

is not a God of confusion but of p. • 1 Cor 14:33

For he himself is our p, who has made • Eph 2:14

And the p of God, which surpasses all • Phil 4:7

making p by the blood of his cross. • Col 1:20

And let the p of Christ rule in your • Col 3:15

Strive for p with everyone, • Heb 12:14

righteousness is sown in p by those • Jas 3:18

do good; let him seek p and pursue it. • 1 Pt 3:11

was permitted to take p from the earth, • Rv 6:4

PEACEABLY

as it depends on you, live p with all. • Rom 12:18

PEACEFUL

My people will abide in a p habitation, • Is 32:18

that we may lead a p and quiet life, • 1 Tm 2:2

it yields the p fruit of righteousness • Heb 12:11

PEACEMAKERS

“Blessed are the p, for they shall be • Mt 5:9

PEARL

who, on finding one p of great value, • Mt 13:46

each of the gates made of a single p, • Rv 21:21

PEARLS

and do not throw your p before pigs, • Mt 7:6

PENALTY

A man of great wrath will pay the p, • Prv 19:19

in themselves the due p for their error. • Rom 1:27

PENNY

get out until you have paid the last p. • Mt 5:26

Are not two sparrows sold for a p? • Mt 10:29

PENTECOST

When the day of P arrived, they were • Acts 2:1

PEOPLE

the God of Israel, ‘Let my p go, • Ex 5:1

the burden of all this p on me? • Nm 11:11

God has chosen you to be a p for his • Dt 7:6

Your p shall be my p, • Ru 1:16

if my p who are called by my name • 2 Chr 7:14

God restores the fortunes of his p, • Ps 53:6

blows on it; surely the p are grass. • Is 40:7

my p shall know my name. • Is 52:6

But my p have forgotten me; • Jer 18:15

be my p and I will be their God, • Jer 24:7

My P, for you are not my p, • Hos 1:9

p honors me with their lips, but their • Mk 7:6

make ready for the Lord a p prepared.” • Lk 1:17

the earth, will draw all p to myself.” • Jn 12:32

has God rejected his p? By no means! • Rom 11:1

desires all p to be saved and to • 1 Tm 2:4

propitiation for the sins of the p. • Heb 2:17

be mistreated with the p of God than • Heb 11:25

with them, and they will be his p, • Rv 21:3

PEOPLES

kingdom, that all p, nations, • Dn 7:14

above the hills; and p shall flow to it, • Mi 4:1

Gentiles, and let all the p extol him.” • Rom 15:11

from all tribes and p and languages, • Rv 7:9

PERFECT

the flock, to be accepted it must be p; • Lv 22:21

My dove, my p one, is the only one, • Sg 6:9

You therefore must be p, as your • Mt 5:48

but when the p comes, the partial • 1 Cor 13:10

for my power is made p in weakness.” • 2 Cor 12:9

of their salvation p through suffering. • Heb 2:10

that you may be p and complete, • Jas 1:4

PERFECTED

single offering he has p for all time • Heb 10:14

in him truly the love of God is p. • 1 Jn 2:5

PERFECTER

Jesus, the founder and p of our faith, • Heb 12:2

PERFECTION

I have seen a limit to all p, but your • Ps 119:96

Now if p had been attainable through • Heb 7:11

PERISH

is against the law, and if I p, I p.” • Est 4:16

but the way of the wicked will p. • Ps 1:6

take the sword will p by the sword. • Mt 26:52

you repent, you will all likewise p. • Lk 13:3

eternal life, and they will never p, • Jn 10:28

they will p, but you remain; • Heb 1:11

not wishing that any should p, • 2 Pt 3:9

PERISHABLE

What is sown is p; what is raised is • 1 Cor 15:42

not with p things such as silver • 1 Pt 1:18

PERISHED

did not accept discipline; truth has p; • Jer 7:28

The godly has p from the earth, and • Mi 7:2

have fallen asleep in Christ have p. • 1 Cor 15:18

existed was deluged with water and p. • 2 Pt 3:6

PERISHING

him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are p.” • Mt 8:25

of the cross is folly to those who are p, • 1 Cor 1:18

it is veiled to those who are p. • 2 Cor 4:3

PERPLEXED

While they were p about this, behold, • Lk 24:4

crushed; p, but not driven to despair; • 2 Cor 4:8

PERSECUTE

enemies and pray for those who p you, • Mt 5:44

persecuted me, they will also p you. • Jn 15:20

Bless those who p you; bless and do • Rom 12:14

PERSECUTED

for so they p the prophets • Mt 5:12

reviled, we bless; when p, we endure; • 1 Cor 4:12

p, but not forsaken; struck down, but • 2 Cor 4:9

a godly life in Christ Jesus will be p, • 2 Tm 3:12

PERSECUTING

this was why the Jews were p Jesus, • Jn 5:16

to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you p me?” • Acts 9:4

PERSECUTION

when tribulation or p arises on • Mt 13:21

that day a great p against the church in • Acts 8:1

Shall tribulation, or distress, or p, or • Rom 8:35

PERSECUTIONS

hardships, p, and calamities. • 2 Cor 12:10

faith in all your p and in the afflictions • 2 Thes 1:4

p I endured; yet from them all • 2 Tm 3:11

PERSECUTOR

as to zeal, a p of the church; • Phil 3:6

though formerly I was a blasphemer, p, • 1 Tm 1:13

PERSEVERANCE

To that end keep alert with all p, • Eph 6:18

PERSIA

In the first year of Cyrus king of P, • Ezr 1:1

The army of P and Media and the • Est 1:3

these are the kings of Media and P. • Dn 8:20

PERSIST

P in this, for by so doing you will • 1 Tm 4:16

As for those who p in sin, rebuke • 1 Tm 5:20

PERSON

The good p out of his good treasure • Mt 12:35

from the heart, and this defiles a p. • Mt 15:18

he will repay each p according to what • Mt 16:27

perhaps for a good p one would dare • Rom 5:7

PERSUADE

the fear of the Lord, we p others. • 2 Cor 5:11

PERSUADED

With patience a ruler may be p, and a • Prv 25:15

some of them were p and joined Paul • Acts 17:4

PERSUASIVENESS

and sweetness of speech increases p. • Prv 16:21

speech judicious and adds p to his lips. • Prv 16:23

PERVERSE

end will be, for they are a p generation, • Dt 32:20

A p heart shall be far from me; I will • Ps 101:4

the mouth of the wicked, what is p. • Prv 10:32

PERVERT

bribe in secret to p the ways of justice. • Prv 17:23

and you p the words of the living God, • Jer 23:36

who p the grace of our God into • Jude 4

PESTILENCE

Lord sent a p on Israel from • 2 Sm 24:15

nor the p that stalks in darkness, • Ps 91:6

with famine and with p and by wild • Rv 6:8

PETER

Simon (who is called P) and Andrew • Mt 4:18

So P got out of the boat and walked • Mt 14:29

And I tell you, you are P, and on this • Mt 16:18

days Jesus took with him P and James, • Mt 17:1

Now P was sitting outside in the • Mt 26:69

But P rose and ran to the tomb; • Lk 24:12

be called Cephas” (which means P). • Jn 1:42

Jesus said to Simon P, “Simon, • Jn 21:15

But P, standing with the eleven, lifted • Acts 2:14

Then P, filled with the Holy Spirit, • Acts 4:8

P was sleeping between two soldiers, • Acts 12:6

debate, P stood up and said to them, • Acts 15:7

through P for his apostolic ministry to • Gal 2:8

PETITION

of Israel grant your p that you have • 1 Sm 1:17

found Daniel making p and plea before • Dn 6:11

PHARAOH

Then Joseph said to P, “The dreams of • Gn 41:25

“Go in, tell P king of Egypt to let the • Ex 6:11

I will get glory over P and all his host, • Ex 14:17

For the Scripture says to P, “For this • Rom 9:17

PHARISEE

You blind P! First clean the inside • Mt 23:26

The P, standing by himself, prayed • Lk 18:11

“Brothers, I am a P, a son of Pharisees. • Acts 23:6

Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a P; • Phil 3:5

PHARISEES

exceeds that of the scribes and P, • Mt 5:20

Then the P went and plotted how to • Mt 22:15

“But woe to you, scribes and P, • Mt 23:13

P cleanse the outside of the cup • Lk 11:39

P, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the • Lk 14:3

PHILIP

P and Bartholomew; Thomas and • Mt 10:3

He found P and said to him, “Follow • Jn 1:43

P said to him, “Lord, show us the • Jn 14:8

James and Andrew, P and Thomas, • Acts 1:13

So P ran to him and heard him • Acts 8:30

PHILIPPI

came into the district of Caesarea P, • Mt 16:13

and from there to P, which is a • Acts 16:12

and been shamefully treated at P, • 1 Thes 2:2

PHILISTINES

to Gerar to Abimelech king of the P. • Gn 26:1

When the P captured the ark of God, • 1 Sm 5:1

Now the P gathered their armies for • 1 Sm 17:1

David defeated the P and subdued • 2 Sm 8:1

Jeremiah the prophet concerning the P, • Jer 47:1

PHILOSOPHERS

and Stoic p also conversed with him. • Acts 17:18

PHILOSOPHY

you captive by p and empty deceit, • Col 2:8

PHINEHAS

daughters of Putiel, and she bore him P. • Ex 6:25

When P the son of Eleazar, son of • Nm 25:7

Gilead, P the son of Eleazar the priest, • Jos 22:13

the two sons of Eli, Hophni and P, • 1 Sm 1:3

PHYLACTERIES

For they make their p broad and their • Mt 23:5

PHYSICIAN

who are well have no need of a p, • Mt 9:12

to me this proverb, ‘P, heal yourself.’ • Lk 4:23

Luke the beloved p greets you, • Col 4:14

PHYSICIANS

with lies; worthless p are you all. • Jb 13:4

though she had spent all her living on p, • Lk 8:43

PIECE

No one puts a p of unshrunk cloth on • Mt 9:16

They gave him a p of broiled fish, • Lk 24:42

PIECES

falls on this stone will be broken to p; • Mt 21:44

And they paid him thirty p of silver. • Mt 26:15

PIERCED

they have p my hands and feet • Ps 22:16

on me, on him whom they have p, • Zec 12:10

But one of the soldiers p his side • Jn 19:34

will look on him whom they have p.” • Jn 19:37

eye will see him, even those who p him, • Rv 1:7

PIGS

do not throw your pearls before p, • Mt 7:6

a herd of many p was feeding at some • Mt 8:30

to be fed with the pods that the p ate, • Lk 15:16

PILATE

delivered him over to P the governor. • Mt 27:2

Pontius P being governor of Judea, • Lk 3:1

And Herod and P became friends with • Lk 23:12

P answered, “What I have written I • Jn 19:22

over and denied in the presence of P, • Acts 3:13

anointed, both Herod and Pontius P • Acts 4:27

in his testimony before Pontius P • 1 Tm 6:13

PILLAR

In the p of the cloud he spoke • Ps 99:7

God, a p and buttress of the truth. • 1 Tm 3:15

PINIONS

catching them, bearing them on its p, • Dt 32:11

are they the p and plumage of love? • Jb 39:13

PIT

my soul from going down into the p, • Jb 33:28

He drew me up from the p of • Ps 40:2

redeems your life from the p, • Ps 103:4

Whoever digs a p will fall into it, • Prv 26:27

they have dug a p for my life. • Jer 18:20

lead the blind, both will fall into a p.” • Mt 15:14

and threw him into the p, and shut it • Rv 20:3

PITCHED

Now Jacob had p his tent in the hill • Gn 31:25

for the ark of God and p a tent for it. • 1 Chr 15:1

for he had p a tent for it in Jerusalem.) • 2 Chr 1:4

PITIED

we are of all people most to be p. • 1 Cor 15:19

PITY

They close their hearts to p; with their • Ps 17:10

I looked for p, but there was none, • Ps 69:20

in his love and in his p he redeemed • Is 63:9

their own shepherds have no p on them. • Zec 11:5

And Jesus in p touched their eyes, and • Mt 20:34

Moved with p, he stretched out his • Mk 1:41

PLACE

“Surely the Lord is in this p, • Gn 28:16

and caused the dawn to know its p, • Jb 38:12

You are a hiding p for me; you • Ps 32:7

How lovely is your dwelling p, O • Ps 84:1

been our dwelling p in all generations. • Ps 90:1

it is gone, and its p knows it no more. • Ps 103:16

eyes of the Lord are in every p, • Prv 15:3

and his resting p shall be glorious. • Is 11:10

that I go to prepare a p for you? • Jn 14:2

together into a dwelling p for God by • Eph 2:22

the dwelling p of God is with man. • Rv 21:3

PLACES

noticed how they chose the p of honor, • Lk 14:7

he entered once for all into the holy p, • Heb 9:12

PLAGUE

“Yet one p more I will bring • Ex 11:1

to befall you, no p come near your tent. • Ps 91:10

strike the earth with every kind of p, • Rv 11:6

PLAGUES

people of diseases and p and evil • Lk 7:21

By these three p a third of mankind • Rv 9:18

add to him the p described in this book, • Rv 22:18

PLAIN

become level, and the rough places a p. • Is 40:4

can be known about God is p to them, • Rom 1:19

PLAINLY

If you are the Christ, tell us p.” • Jn 10:24

but will tell you p about the Father. • Jn 16:25

PLAN

us and that God had frustrated their p, • Neh 4:15

Do not p evil against your neighbor, • Prv 3:29

but those who p peace have joy. • Prv 12:20

to the definite p and foreknowledge of • Acts 2:23

as a p for the fullness of time, to unite • Eph 1:10

what is the p of the mystery hidden • Eph 3:9

PLANNED

I p from days of old what now I • 2 Kgs 19:25

“As I have p, so shall it be, • Is 14:24

PLANS

heart’s desire and fulfill all your p! • Ps 20:4

The heart of man p his way, but • Prv 16:9

P are established by counsel; by wise • Prv 20:18

p formed of old, faithful and sure. • Is 25:1

But he who is noble p noble things, • Is 32:8

For I know the p I have for you, • Jer 29:11

PLANT

given you every p yielding seed that • Gn 1:29

God appointed a p and made it • Jon 4:6

“Every p that my heavenly Father has • Mt 15:13

of the earth or any green p or any tree, • Rv 9:4

PLANTED

Scarcely are they p, scarcely sown, • Is 40:24

tree, ‘Be uprooted and p in the sea,’ • Lk 17:6

I p, Apollos watered, but God gave • 1 Cor 3:6

PLEA

God responded to the p for the land. • 2 Sm 21:14

to my prayer; listen to my p for grace. • Ps 86:6

my p before the Lord • Dn 9:20

PLEAD

to the Lord I p for mercy: • Ps 30:8

P my cause and redeem me; give • Ps 119:154

for the Lord will p their cause • Prv 22:23

PLEADED

“And I p with the Lord at • Dt 3:23

Three times I p with the Lord about • 2 Cor 12:8

PLEASANT

The lines have fallen for me in p places; • Ps 16:6

how good and p it is when brothers • Ps 133:1

Light is sweet, and it is p for the eyes • Eccl 11:7

PLEASE

This will p the Lord more • Ps 69:31

who are in the flesh cannot p God. • Rom 8:8

Let each of us p his neighbor for his • Rom 15:2

things of the Lord, how to p the Lord. • 1 Cor 7:32

just as I try to p everyone in • 1 Cor 10:33

we make it our aim to p him. • 2 Cor 5:9

but to p God who tests our hearts. • 1 Thes 2:4

how you ought to walk and to p God, • 1 Thes 4:1

PLEASED

beloved Son, with whom I am well p.” • Mt 3:17

it p God through the folly of what • 1 Cor 1:21

he was commended as having p God. • Heb 11:5

beloved Son, with whom I am well p,” • 2 Pt 1:17

PLEASES

Whatever the Lord p, he does, • Ps 135:6

in everything, for this p the Lord. • Col 3:20

commandments and do what p him. • 1 Jn 3:22

PLEASING

I always do the things that are p to him • Jn 8:29

a sacrifice acceptable and p to God. • Phil 4:18

worthy of the Lord, fully p to him, • Col 1:10

for such sacrifices are p to God. • Heb 13:16

PLEASURE

but the Lord takes p in those • Ps 147:11

Whoever loves p will be a poor man; • Prv 21:17

for it is your Father’s good p to give • Lk 12:32

both to will and to work for his good p. • Phil 2:13

PLEASURES

at your right hand are p forevermore. • Ps 16:11

by the cares and riches and p of life, • Lk 8:14

than to enjoy the fleeting p of sin. • Heb 11:25

PLENTIFUL

“The harvest is p, but the laborers are • Mt 9:37

PLENTY

pursuits will have p of poverty. • Prv 28:19

“You shall eat in p and be satisfied, • Jl 2:26

PLOT

nations rage and the peoples p in vain? • Ps 2:1

rage, and the peoples p in vain? • Acts 4:25

but their p became known to Saul. • Acts 9:24

PLOTS

The wicked p against the righteous • Ps 37:12

let us make p against Jeremiah, • Jer 18:18

to me through the p of the Jews; • Acts 20:19

PLOTTED

had p against the Jews to destroy them, • Est 9:24

p together in order to arrest Jesus by • Mt 26:4

had passed, the Jews p to kill him, • Acts 9:23

PLOW

hand to the p and looks back is fit • Lk 9:62

the plowman should p in hope and • 1 Cor 9:10

PLOWED

of hosts, “‘Zion shall be p as a field; • Jer 26:18

You have p iniquity; you have reaped • Hos 10:13

because of you Zion shall be p as a • Mi 3:12

PLOWSHARES

Beat your p into swords, and • Jl 3:10

shall beat their swords into p, • Mi 4:3

PLUMB

the line, and righteousness the p line; • Is 28:17

I am setting a p line in the midst of my • Am 7:8

and shall see the p line in the hand of • Zec 4:10

PLUNDERED

Thus they p the Egyptians. • Ex 12:36

people went out and p the camp of • 2 Kgs 7:16

“Because the poor are p, because • Ps 12:5

POISON

have turned justice into p and the fruit • Am 6:12

It is a restless evil, full of deadly p. • Jas 3:8

POLLUTE

You shall not p the land in which • Nm 35:33

POLLUTED

they p the house of the Lord • 2 Chr 36:14

and the land was p with blood. • Ps 106:38

righteous deeds are like a p garment. • Is 64:6

to abstain from the things p by idols, • Acts 15:20

POMP

and the splendor and p of his greatness • Est 1:4

Man in his p will not remain; he is like • Ps 49:12

PONDER

Be angry, and do not sin; p in • Ps 4:4

P the path of your feet; then all your • Prv 4:26

POOR

You shall not be partial to the p or • Lv 19:15

The Lord makes p and makes • 1 Sm 2:7

and the hope of the p shall not perish • Ps 9:18

distributed freely; he has given to the p • Ps 112:9

Better is a p person who walks in • Prv 19:1

closes his ear to the cry of the p will • Prv 21:13

anointed me to bring good news to the p • Is 61:1

“Blessed are the p in spirit, for theirs • Mt 5:3

sell what you possess and give to the p • Mt 19:21

For you always have the p with you, • Mt 26:11

and he saw a p widow put in two small • Lk 21:2

who are p in the world to be rich in faith • Jas 2:5

PORTION

But the Lord’s p is his people, • Dt 32:9

let there be a double p of your spirit • 2 Kgs 2:9

strength of my heart and my p forever. • Ps 73:26

The Lord is my p; I promise • Ps 119:57

their land they shall possess a double p; • Is 61:7

“The Lord is my p,” says my soul, • Lam 3:24

Or what p does a believer share with • 2 Cor 6:15

POSSESS

to give you this land to p.” • Gn 15:7

Lord your God is giving you to p.’” • Jos 1:11

and p the kingdom forever, • Dn 7:18

POSSESSED

who had been p with demons begged • Mk 5:18

at his teaching, for his word p authority. • Lk 4:32

POSSESSION

the land of Canaan, for an everlasting p, • Gn 17:8

I will give it to you for a p. • Ex 6:8

day when I make up my treasured p, • Mal 3:17

our inheritance until we acquire p of it, • Eph 1:14

people for his own p who are zealous • Ti 2:14

POSSESSIONS

away sorrowful, for he had great p. • Mt 19:22

not consist in the abundance of his p.” • Lk 12:15

were selling their p and belongings • Acts 2:45

POSSIBLE

but with God all things are p.” • Mt 19:26

is impossible with man is p with God.” • Lk 18:27

POT

a smoking fire p and a flaming torch • Gn 15:17

man of God, there is death in the p!” • 2 Kgs 4:40

POTIPHAR

Midianites had sold him in Egypt to P, • Gn 37:36

and P, an officer of Pharaoh, • Gn 39:1

POTTER

we are the clay, and you are our p; • Is 64:8

as it seemed good to the p to do. • Jer 18:4

Has the p no right over the clay, to • Rom 9:21

POUR

p out your heart before him; • Ps 62:8

I will p my Spirit upon your offspring, • Is 44:3

that I will p out my Spirit on all flesh; • Jl 2:28

that I will p out my Spirit on all flesh, • Acts 2:17

“Go and p out on the earth the seven • Rv 16:1

POURED

the covenant, which is p out for many. • Mk 14:24

Spirit was p out even on the Gentiles. • Acts 10:45

God’s love has been p into our hearts • Rom 5:5

For I am already being p out as a drink • 2 Tm 4:6

whom he p out on us richly through Jesus • Ti 3:6

POVERTY

profit, but mere talk tends only to p. • Prv 14:23

Love not sleep, lest you come to p; • Prv 20:13

everyone who is hasty comes only to p. • Prv 21:5

give me neither p nor riches; • Prv 30:8

she out of her p has put in everything • Mk 12:44

so that you by his p might become rich. • 2 Cor 8:9

POWER

I have raised you up, to show you my p, • Ex 9:16

Great is our Lord, and abundant in p; • Ps 147:5

He gives p to the faint, and to him • Is 40:29

“It is he who made the earth by his p, • Jer 51:15

by might, nor by p, but by my Spirit, • Zec 4:6

And the p of the Lord was with him • Lk 5:17

for I perceive that p has gone out from • Lk 8:46

you are clothed with p from on high.” • Lk 24:49

But you will receive p when the Holy • Acts 1:8

who are being saved it is the p of God. • 1 Cor 1:18

will also raise us up by his p. • 1 Cor 6:14

that the surpassing p belongs to God • 2 Cor 4:7

May you be strengthened with all p, • Col 1:11

Salvation and glory and p belong to • Rv 19:1

POWERFUL

The voice of the Lord is p; • Ps 29:4

worldly standards, not many were p, • 1 Cor 1:26

with you, but is p among you. • 2 Cor 13:3

through faith in the p working of God, • Col 2:12

POWERS

present nor things to come, nor p, • Rom 8:38

against the cosmic p over this present • Eph 6:12

word of God and the p of the age to • Heb 6:5

PRACTICE

For they preach, but do not p. • Mt 23:3

P these things, immerse yourself • 1 Tm 4:15

No one born of God makes a p of • 1 Jn 3:9

PRACTICING

break off your sins by p righteousness, • Dn 4:27

“Beware of p your righteousness before • Mt 6:1

PRAETORIUM

him to be guarded in Herod’s p. • Acts 23:35

PRAISE

this is my God, and I will p him, • Ex 15:2

O you righteous! P befits the upright. • Ps 33:1

my mouth will declare your p. • Ps 51:15

Let the peoples p you, O God; let all • Ps 67:3

Let the heavens p your wonders, • Ps 89:5

P the Lord! P the Lord, • Ps 146:1

everything that has breath p the • Ps 150:6

Let another p you, and not your • Prv 27:2

garment of p instead of a faint spirit; • Is 61:3

offer up a sacrifice of p to God, • Heb 13:15

“P our God, all you his servants, • Rv 19:5

PRAISED

Lord, who is worthy to be p, • Ps 18:3

and greatly to be p in the city of our • Ps 48:1

streets, that they may be p by others. • Mt 6:2

saw what had taken place, he p God, • Lk 23:47

PRAISES

nations, and sing p to your name. • 2 Sm 22:50

will shout for joy, when I sing p to you; • Ps 71:23

“Sing p to the Lord, for he has • Is 12:5

PRAISING

p and giving thanks to the Lord, • Ezr 3:11

healed, turned back, p God with a loud • Lk 17:15

p God and having favor with all • Acts 2:47

walking and leaping and p God. • Acts 3:8

PRAY

Lord by ceasing to p for you, • 1 Sm 12:23

P for the peace of Jerusalem! • Ps 122:6

Love your enemies and p for • Mt 5:44

P then like this: “Our Father in heaven, • Mt 6:9

p for those who abuse you. • Lk 6:28

ought always to p and not lose heart. • Lk 18:1

men went up into the temple to p, • Lk 18:10

do not know what to p for as we • Rom 8:26

For if I p in a tongue, my spirit prays • 1 Cor 14:14

we have not ceased to p for you, • Col 1:9

p without ceasing, • 1 Thes 5:17

that in every place the men should p, • 1 Tm 2:8

and p for one another, • Jas 5:16

PRAYED

I p to the Lord my God • Dn 9:4

Jonah p to the Lord his God • Jon 2:1

a little farther he fell on his face and p, • Mt 26:39

Pharisee, standing by himself, p thus: • Lk 18:11

all outside, and knelt down and p; • Acts 9:40

PRAYER

God, hear my p; give ear to the words • Ps 54:2

be called a house of p for all peoples.” • Is 56:7

seeking him by p and pleas for mercy • Dn 9:3

‘My house shall be called a house of p,’ • Mt 21:13

And whatever you ask in p, you will • Mt 21:22

accord were devoting themselves to p, • Acts 1:14

in tribulation, be constant in p. • Rom 12:12

You also must help us by p, so • 2 Cor 1:11

Continue steadfastly in p, being • Col 4:2

made holy by the word of God and p. • 1 Tm 4:5

The p of a righteous person has great • Jas 5:16

PRAYERS

for a pretense make long p. • Mk 12:40

granted us through the p of many. • 2 Cor 1:11

for you, remembering you in my p, • Eph 1:16

know that through your p and the help • Phil 1:19

that supplications, p, intercessions, • 1 Tm 2:1

so that your p may not be hindered. • 1 Pt 3:7

incense, which are the p of the saints. • Rv 5:8

PRAYING

And whenever you stand p, forgive, • Mk 11:25

I am p for them. I am not p • Jn 17:9

Then after fasting and p they laid • Acts 13:3

and Silas were p and singing hymns • Acts 16:25

PREACH

that time Jesus began to p, saying, • Mt 4:17

For they p, but do not practice. • Mt 23:3

commanded us to p to the people • Acts 10:42

So I am eager to p the gospel to • Rom 1:15

And how are they to p unless they • Rom 10:15

folly of what we p to save those • 1 Cor 1:21

Woe to me if I do not p the gospel! • 1 Cor 9:16

so that we may p the gospel in lands • 2 Cor 10:16

I might p him among the Gentiles, • Gal 1:16

to p to the Gentiles the unsearchable • Eph 3:8

Some indeed p Christ from envy • Phil 1:15

PREACHED

he p good news to the people. • Lk 3:18

And he came and p peace to you • Eph 2:17

through those who p the good news • 1 Pt 1:12

PREACHING

John the Baptist came p in the • Mt 3:1

And he was p the word to them. • Mk 2:2

not cease teaching and p that the • Acts 5:42

teaching and p the word of the Lord, • Acts 15:35

are they to hear without someone p? • Rom 10:14

then our p is in vain and your faith • 1 Cor 15:14

If anyone is p to you a gospel contrary • Gal 1:9

persecute us is now p the faith he • Gal 1:23

those who labor in p and teaching. • 1 Tm 5:17

PRECEPT

For it is p upon p, p upon • Is 28:10

PRECEPTS

the p of the Lord are right, • Ps 19:8

all his p are trustworthy; • Ps 111:7

I will meditate on your p and fix my • Ps 119:15

I give you good p; do not forsake my • Prv 4:2

PRECIOUS

How p is your steadfast love, • Ps 36:7

P in the sight of the Lord is • Ps 116:15

She is far more p than jewels. • Prv 31:10

your faithmore p than gold that • 1 Pt 1:7

but with the p blood of Christ, • 1 Pt 1:19

a cornerstone chosen and p, • 1 Pt 2:6

PREDESTINED

and your plan had p to take place. • Acts 4:28

he foreknew he also p to be conformed • Rom 8:29

p us for adoption as sons through Jesus • Eph 1:5

having been p according to the • Eph 1:11

PREDICTIONS

remember the p of the holy prophets • 2 Pt 3:2

the p of the apostles of our Lord Jesus • Jude 17

PREEMINENT

dead, that in everything he might be p. • Col 1:18

PREPARE

You p a table before me in the • Ps 23:5

P your work outside; get everything • Prv 24:27

“In the wilderness p the way of the • Is 40:3

to you, p to meet your God, • Am 4:12

messenger, and he will p the way • Mal 3:1

‘P the way of the Lord; • Mt 3:3

And if I go and p a place for you, I • Jn 14:3

PREPARED

which he has p beforehand for glory • Rom 9:23

what God has p for those who love • 1 Cor 2:9

He who has p us for this very thing • 2 Cor 5:5

good works, which God p beforehand, • Eph 2:10

always being p to make a defense to • 1 Pt 3:15

PRESENCE

themselves from the p of the Lord • Gn 3:8

set the bread of the P on the table • Ex 25:30

Let us come into his p with • Ps 95:2

Come into his p with singing! • Ps 100:2

Or where shall I flee from your p? • Ps 139:7

bring us with you into his p. • 2 Cor 4:14

away from the p of the Lord and from • 2 Thes 1:9

now to appear in the p of God on • Heb 9:24

PRESENT

but p yourselves to God as those who • Rom 6:13

life or death or the p or the future • 1 Cor 3:22

absent in body, I am p in spirit; • 1 Cor 5:3

so that he might p the church to • Eph 5:27

in order to p you holy and blameless • Col 1:22

PRESERVE

for God sent me before you to p life. • Gn 45:5

but the lips of the wise will p them. • Prv 14:3

Whoever seeks to p his life will lose it, • Lk 17:33

who have faith and p their souls. • Heb 10:39

PRESERVES

The Lord p the faithful but • Ps 31:23

He p the lives of his saints; he delivers • Ps 97:10

The Lord p all who love • Ps 145:20

wisdom p the life of him who has it. • Eccl 7:12

PRESS

let us p on to know the Lord; • Hos 6:3

I p on toward the goal for the prize • Phil 3:14

PRESSED

Good measure, p down, shaken • Lk 6:38

I am hard p between the two. My desire • Phil 1:23

PRESSURE

my p will not be heavy upon you. • Jb 33:7

there is the daily p on me of my • 2 Cor 11:28

PREVAIL

for not by might shall a man p. • 1 Sm 2:9

PREVAILED

Moses held up his hand, Israel p, • Ex 17:11

PRICE

the p of wisdom is above pearls. • Jb 28:18

the p of him on whom a p had • Mt 27:9

for you were bought with a p. • 1 Cor 6:20

You were bought with a p; do not • 1 Cor 7:23

desires take the water of life without p. • Rv 22:17

PRIDE

In the p of his face the wicked does not • Ps 10:4

P and arrogance and the way of evil • Prv 8:13

P goes before destruction, • Prv 16:18

One’s p will bring him low, • Prv 29:23

sensuality, envy, slander, p, foolishness. • Mk 7:22

of the eyes and p of life • 1 Jn 2:16

PRIEST

(He was p of God Most High.) • Gn 14:18

I will raise up for myself a faithful p, • 1 Sm 2:35

“You are a p forever after the order • Ps 110:4

the lips of a p should guard knowledge, • Mal 2:7

Judea, there was a p named Zechariah, • Lk 1:5

For we do not have a high p who is • Heb 4:15

place, “You are a p forever, • Heb 5:6

we have such a high p, one who is • Heb 8:1

PRIESTHOOD

And the p shall be theirs by a statute • Ex 29:9

but he holds his p permanently, • Heb 7:24

up as a spiritual house, to be a holy p, • 1 Pt 2:5

a chosen race, a royal p, a holy nation, • 1 Pt 2:9

PRIESTS

me a kingdom of p and a holy nation. • Ex 19:6

p became obedient to the faith. • Acts 6:7

a kingdom and p to our God, • Rv 5:10

but they will be p of God and • Rv 20:6

PRINCE

Everlasting Father, P of Peace. • Is 9:6

casts out demons by the p of demons.” • Mt 9:34

following the p of the power of the air, • Eph 2:2

PRISCA

Greet P and Aquila, my fellow workers • Rom 16:3

Aquila and P, together with the • 1 Cor 16:19

Greet P and Aquila, and the • 2 Tm 4:19

PRISCILLA

come from Italy with his wife P, • Acts 18:2

but when P and Aquila heard him, • Acts 18:26

PRISON

keeper of the p put Joseph in charge • Gn 39:22

I was in p and you came to me.’ • Mt 25:36

Lord opened the p doors and brought • Acts 5:19

Lord had brought him out of the p. • Acts 12:17

Christ, on account of which I am in p • Col 4:3

Remember those who are in p, • Heb 13:3

went and proclaimed to the spirits in p, • 1 Pt 3:19

ended, Satan will be released from his p • Rv 20:7

PRISONER

For this reason I, Paul, a p for Christ • Eph 3:1

about our Lord, nor of me his p, • 2 Tm 1:8

PRISONERS

The Lord sets the p free; • Ps 146:7

to bring out the p from the dungeon, • Is 42:7

supposing that the p had escaped. • Acts 16:27

PRIZE

run, but only one receives the p? • 1 Cor 9:24

for the p of the upward call of God in • Phil 3:14

PROCLAIM

The heavens p his righteousness, • Ps 97:6

Who is like me? Let him p it. Let him • Is 44:7

hear whispered, p on the housetops. • Mt 10:27

“Go into all the world and p the gospel • Mk 16:15

to p the year of the Lord’s favor.” • Lk 4:19

p the gospel should get their living by • 1 Cor 9:14

PROCLAIMED

and p the name of the Lord. • Ex 34:5

my name might be p in all the earth.” • Rom 9:17

which has been p in all creation • Col 1:23

PROCLAIMS

and the sky above p his handiwork. • Ps 19:1

but the heart of fools p folly. • Prv 12:23

PRODUCE

very day, they ate of the p of the land, • Jos 5:11

be full, providing all kinds of p; • Ps 144:13

and with the firstfruits of all your p; • Prv 3:9

for the anger of man does not p the • Jas 1:20

PRODUCES

and pressing anger p strife. • Prv 30:33

and character p hope, • Rom 5:4

For godly grief p a repentance that • 2 Cor 7:10

and p a crop useful to those • Heb 6:7

testing of your faith p steadfastness. • Jas 1:3

PROFANE

But you p it when you say that the • Mal 1:12

priests in the temple p the Sabbath and • Mt 12:5

PROFIT

and her p better than gold. • Prv 3:14

Riches do not p in the day of wrath, • Prv 11:4

In all toil there is p, but mere talk • Prv 14:23

What is the p of our keeping his charge • Mal 3:14

For what will it p a man if he gains • Mt 16:26

PROMISE

be gracious to me according to your p. • Ps 119:58

I am sending the p of my Father upon • Lk 24:49

but to wait for the p of the Father, • Acts 1:4

in order that the p may rest on grace • Rom 4:16

so that the p by faith in Jesus Christ • Gal 3:22

the first commandment with a p), • Eph 6:2

God according to the p of the life • 2 Tm 1:1

By faith he went to live in the land of p, • Heb 11:9

But according to his p we are waiting • 2 Pt 3:13

And this is the p that he made to us • 1 Jn 2:25

PROMISED

your God will bless you, as he p you, • Dt 15:6

will do this thing that he has p: • Is 38:7

God was able to do what he had p. • Rom 4:21

receive the p Spirit through faith. • Gal 3:14

were sealed with the p Holy Spirit, • Eph 1:13

wavering, for he who p is faithful. • Heb 10:23

PROMISES

of the law, the worship, and the p. • Rom 9:4

For all the p of God find their Yes • 2 Cor 1:20

Since we have these p, beloved, let • 2 Cor 7:1

to us his precious and very great p, • 2 Pt 1:4

PROPER

the wise heart will know the p time • Eccl 8:5

is it p for a wife to pray to God with • 1 Cor 11:13

as is p among saints. • Eph 5:3

p for women who profess godliness • 1 Tm 2:10

God so that at the p time he may exalt • 1 Pt 5:6

PROPHECIES

As for p, they will pass away; • 1 Cor 13:8

Do not despise p, • 1 Thes 5:20

in accordance with the p previously • 1 Tm 1:18

PROPHECY

grace given to us, let us use them: if p, • Rom 12:6

working of miracles, to another p, • 1 Cor 12:10

while p is a sign not for unbelievers • 1 Cor 14:22

given you by p when the council of • 1 Tm 4:14

For no p was ever produced by the will • 2 Pt 1:21

keeps the words of the p of this book.” • Rv 22:7

PROPHESIED

the Prophets and the Law p until John, • Mt 11:13

was filled with the Holy Spirit and p, • Lk 1:67

priest that year he p that Jesus would • Jn 11:51

had four unmarried daughters, who p. • Acts 21:9

PROPHESY

and you will p with them • 1 Sm 10:6

your sons and your daughters shall p, • Jl 2:28

Lord, did we not p in your name, • Mt 7:22

pour out my Spirit, and they shall p. • Acts 2:18

For we know in part and we p in part, • 1 Cor 13:9

gifts, especially that you may p. • 1 Cor 14:1

So, my brothers, earnestly desire to p, • 1 Cor 14:39

PROPHET

I will raise up for them a p like you • Dt 18:18

send you Elijah the p before the great • Mal 4:5

The one who receives a p because he • Mt 10:41

“A p is not without honor, • Mk 6:4

no p is acceptable in his hometown. • Lk 4:24

to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a p. • Jn 4:19

If anyone thinks that he is a p, • 1 Cor 14:37

PROPHETIC

through the p writings has been • Rom 16:26

the p word more fully confirmed, • 2 Pt 1:19

PROPHETS

my anointed ones, do my p no harm!” • Ps 105:15

abolish the Law or the P; I have not • Mt 5:17

“Beware of false p, who come to you • Mt 7:15

them in shedding the blood of the p.’ • Mt 23:30

believe all that the p have spoken! • Lk 24:25

To him all the p bear witness • Acts 10:43

apostles, second p, third teachers, • 1 Cor 12:28

the spirits of p are subject to p. • 1 Cor 14:32

the apostles, the p, the evangelists, • Eph 4:11

God spoke to our fathers by the p, • Heb 1:1

p who prophesied about the grace • 1 Pt 1:10

for many false p have gone out into • 1 Jn 4:1

you saints and apostles and p, for God • Rv 18:20

PROPITIATION

God put forward as a p by his blood, • Rom 3:25

to make p for the sins of the people. • Heb 2:17

He is the p for our sins, and • 1 Jn 2:2

sent his Son to be the p for our sins. • 1 Jn 4:10

PROSPER

“The God of heaven will make us p, • Neh 2:20

His ways p at all times; your • Ps 10:5

conceals his transgressions will not p, • Prv 28:13

for you do not know which will p, • Eccl 11:6

the will of the Lord shall p • Is 53:10

PROSPERITY

when I saw the p of the wicked. • Ps 73:3

In the day of p be joyful, and in • Eccl 7:14

PROSTITUTE

house of a p whose name was Rahab • Jos 2:1

For a p is a deep pit; an adulteress is • Prv 23:27

make them members of a p? Never! • 1 Cor 6:15

also Rahab the p justified by works • Jas 2:25

PROSTITUTES

Then two p came to the king and • 1 Kgs 3:16

but a companion of p squanders his • Prv 29:3

tax collectors and the p believed him. • Mt 21:32

PROTECTION

to give us p in Judea and Jerusalem. • Ezr 9:9

for joy, and spread your p over them, • Ps 5:11

For the p of wisdom is like the • Eccl 7:12

PROTECTS

the Lord p him and keeps him • Ps 41:2

but he who was born of God p him, • 1 Jn 5:18

PROUD

tears down the house of the p but • Prv 15:25

Haughty eyes and a p heart, • Prv 21:4

patient in spirit is better than the p • Eccl 7:8

So do not become p, but fear. • Rom 11:20

lovers of money, p, arrogant, abusive, • 2 Tm 3:2

“God opposes the p, but gives grace • Jas 4:6

PROVE

P me, O Lord, and try me; test • Ps 26:2

much fruit and so p to be my disciples. • Jn 15:8

if they p themselves blameless. • 1 Tm 3:10

PROVERB

As the p of the ancients says, ‘Out of • 1 Sm 24:13

“Doubtless you will quote to me this p, • Lk 4:23

PROVERBS

He also spoke 3,000 p, and his songs • 1 Kgs 4:32

and arranging many p with great care. • Eccl 12:9

PROVIDE

Abraham said, “God will p for • Gn 22:8

if anyone does not p for his relatives, • 1 Tm 5:8

PROVIDED

O God, you p for the needy. • Ps 68:10

who p for them out of their means. • Lk 8:3

there will be richly p for you an • 2 Pt 1:11

PROVOKE

your God, so as to p him to anger, • Dt 4:25

or p me to anger with the work of your • Jer 25:6

Shall we p the Lord to jealousy? • 1 Cor 10:22

PRUDENCE

to give p to the simple, knowledge • Prv 1:4

Daniel replied with p and discretion to • Dn 2:14

PRUDENT

but whoever restrains his lips is p. • Prv 10:19

at once, but the p ignores an insult. • Prv 12:16

A p man conceals knowledge, • Prv 12:23

but the p gives thought to his steps. • Prv 14:15

but whoever heeds reproof is p. • Prv 15:5

Therefore he who is p will keep silent • Am 5:13

PSALMS

David himself says in the Book of P, • Lk 20:42

“For it is written in the Book of P, • Acts 1:20

addressing one another in p and hymns • Eph 5:19

PUFFED

none of you may be p up in favor of • 1 Cor 4:6

p up without reason by his sensuous • Col 2:18

or he may become p up with conceit • 1 Tm 3:6

PUNISH

I will p the world for its evil, • Is 13:11

I will p you according to the fruit of • Jer 21:14

being ready to p every disobedience, • 2 Cor 10:6

as sent by him to p those who do evil • 1 Pt 2:14

PUNISHMENT

Cain said to the Lord, “My p • Gn 4:13

What will you do on the day of p, • Is 10:3

And these will go away into eternal p, • Mt 25:46

a one, this p by the majority is enough, • 2 Cor 2:6

will suffer the p of eternal destruction, • 2 Thes 1:9

How much worse p, do you think, will • Heb 10:29

For fear has to do with p, and whoever • 1 Jn 4:18

by undergoing a p of eternal fire. • Jude 7

PURE

What is man, that he can be p? • Jb 15:14

The words of the Lord are p • Ps 12:6

with the purified you show yourself p; • Ps 18:26

How can a young man keep his way p? • Ps 119:9

Lord, but gracious words are p. • Prv 15:26

“Blessed are the p in heart, for they • Mt 5:8

in the sins of others; keep yourself p. • 1 Tm 5:22

who call on the Lord from a p heart. • 2 Tm 2:22

To the p, all things are p, but • Ti 1:15

But the wisdom from above is first p, • Jas 3:17

hopes in him purifies himself as he is p. • 1 Jn 3:3

PURGE

P me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; • Ps 51:7

“P the evil person from among you.” • 1 Cor 5:13

PURIFIED

may be refined, p, and made white, • Dn 11:35

Having p your souls by your obedience • 1 Pt 1:22

PURIFY

Many shall p themselves and make • Dn 12:10

to p for himself a people for his own • Ti 2:14

p our conscience from dead works to • Heb 9:14

PURITY

He who loves p of heart, and whose • Prv 22:11

by p, knowledge, patience, kindness, • 2 Cor 6:6

younger women as sisters, in all p. • 1 Tm 5:2

PURPLE

the crown of thorns and the p robe. • Jn 19:5

city of Thyatira, a seller of p goods, • Acts 16:14

PURPOSE

and that no p of yours can be thwarted. • Jb 42:2

The Lord will fulfill his p for me; • Ps 138:8

Lord has made everything for its p, • Prv 16:4

stand, and I will accomplish all my p,’ • Is 46:10

but it shall accomplish that which I p, • Is 55:11

the lawyers rejected the p of God for • Lk 7:30

But for this p I have come to this hour. • Jn 12:27

who are called according to his p. • Rom 8:28

mystery of his will, according to his p, • Eph 1:9

according to the eternal p that he has • Eph 3:11

but because of his own p and grace, • 2 Tm 1:9

the unchangeable character of his p, • Heb 6:17

PURSUE

do good; seek peace and p it. • Ps 34:14

So then let us p what makes for peace • Rom 14:19

P love, and earnestly desire the • 1 Cor 14:1

P righteousness, godliness, faith, • 1 Tm 6:11

do good; let him seek peace and p it. • 1 Pt 3:11

PUT

And I will p my Spirit within you, and • Ezk 36:27

I will p my Spirit upon him, and he will • Mt 12:18

But p on the Lord Jesus Christ, and • Rom 13:14

P on the whole armor of God, that you • Eph 6:11

And above all these p on love, which • Col 3:14

	


Q (TOP)

QUAIL

In the evening q came up and covered • Ex 16:13

and it brought q from the sea and let • Nm 11:31

QUARREL

so quit before the q breaks out. • Prv 17:14

Whoever meddles in a q not his own • Prv 26:17

but not to q over opinions. • Rom 14:1

before God not to q about words, • 2 Tm 2:14

and cannot obtain, so you fight and q. • Jas 4:2

QUARRELED

Therefore the people q with Moses • Ex 17:2

QUARRELING

where there is no whisperer, q ceases. • Prv 26:20

and sensuality, not in q and jealousy. • Rom 13:13

lifting holy hands without anger or q; • 1 Tm 2:8

evil of no one, to avoid q, to be gentle, • Ti 3:2

QUARRELS

for controversy and for q about words, • 1 Tm 6:4

you know that they breed q. • 2 Tm 2:23

What causes q and what causes fights • Jas 4:1

QUARRELSOME

than in a house shared with a q wife. • Prv 21:9

but gentle, not q, not a lover of money. • 1 Tm 3:3

servant must not be q but kind to • 2 Tm 2:24

QUEEN

Now when the q of Sheba heard of • 1 Kgs 10:1

made her q instead of Vashti. • Est 2:17

make cakes for the q of heaven. • Jer 7:18

since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a q, • Rv 18:7

QUENCH

Many waters cannot q love, neither • Sg 8:7

Do not q the Spirit. • 1 Thes 5:19

QUENCHED

shall not die, their fire shall not be q, • Is 66:24

worm does not die and the fire is not q. • Mk 9:48

q the power of fire, escaped the edge • Heb 11:34

QUESTIONING

and all were q in their hearts • Lk 3:15

QUESTIONS

And Solomon answered all her q. • 2 Chr 9:2

anyone dare to ask him any more q. • Mt 22:46

QUICK

A man of q temper acts foolishly, • Prv 14:17

let every person be q to hear, slow to • Jas 1:19

QUIET

with q than a house full of feasting • Prv 17:1

he will q you by his love; • Zep 3:17

beauty of a gentle and q spirit, • 1 Pt 3:4

QUIETLY

spirit, but a wise man q holds it back. • Prv 29:11

and to aspire to live q, and to mind • 1 Thes 4:11

Let a woman learn q with all • 1 Tm 2:11

QUIETNESS

is a handful of q than two hands full • Eccl 4:6

in q and in trust shall be your strength.” • Is 30:15

result of righteousness, q and trust • Is 32:17

QUIVER

is the man who fills his q with them! • Ps 127:5

polished arrow; in his q he hid me away. • Is 49:2

	


R (TOP)

RABBI

But you are not to be called r, for you • Mt 23:8

“R” (which means Teacher), • Jn 1:38

RACE

the r is not to the swift, • Eccl 9:11

know that in a r all the runners run, • 1 Cor 9:24

the good fight, I have finished the r, • 2 Tm 4:7

run with endurance the r that is set • Heb 12:1

RACHEL

So Jacob served seven years for R, • Gn 29:20

Then God remembered R, and God • Gn 30:22

R weeping for her children; • Mt 2:18

RADIANCE

He is the r of the glory of God • Heb 1:3

having the glory of God, its r like a • Rv 21:11

RADIANT

Those who look to him are r, • Ps 34:5

My beloved is r and ruddy, • Sg 5:10

Then you shall see and be r; • Is 60:5

and his clothes became r, intensely • Mk 9:3

RAHAB

name was R and lodged there. • Jos 2:1

Salmon the father of Boaz by R, • Mt 1:5

By faith R the prostitute did not perish • Heb 11:31

was not also R the prostitute justified • Jas 2:25

RAIN

I will send r on the earth forty days and • Gn 7:4

May my teaching drop as the r, my • Dt 32:2

shall be neither dew nor r these years, • 1 Kgs 17:1

let the clouds r down righteousness; • Is 45:8

and sends r on the just and on the • Mt 5:45

he prayed fervently that it might not r, • Jas 5:17

RAINBOW

the throne was a r that had the • Rv 4:3

in a cloud, with a r over his head, • Rv 10:1

RAINS

I will give you your r in their season, • Lv 26:4

by giving you r from heaven and • Acts 14:17

until it receives the early and the late r. • Jas 5:7

RAISE

from these stones to r up children for • Mt 3:9

Heal the sick, r the dead, cleanse lepers, • Mt 10:8

temple, and in three days I will r it up.” • Jn 2:19

and I will r him up on the last day.” • Jn 6:40

and will also r us up by his power. • 1 Cor 6:14

he who raised the Lord Jesus will r us • 2 Cor 4:14

was able even to r him from the dead, • Heb 11:19

who is sick, and the Lord will r him up. • Jas 5:15

RAISED

Lazarus, whom he had r from the dead. • Jn 12:9

This Jesus God r up, and of that we all • Acts 2:32

trespasses and r for our justification. • Rom 4:25

he who r Christ Jesus from the dead • Rom 8:11

that he was r on the third day in • 1 Cor 15:4

what is r is imperishable. • 1 Cor 15:42

and r us up with him and seated us • Eph 2:6

If then you have been r with Christ, • Col 3:1

who r him from the dead and gave him • 1 Pt 1:21

RAM

went and took the r and offered it up • Gn 22:13

a r standing on the bank of the canal. • Dn 8:3

RANSOM

Truly no man can r another, or give to • Ps 49:7

But God will r my soul from the power • Ps 49:15

and to give his life as a r for many.” • Mt 20:28

who gave himself as a r for all, • 1 Tm 2:6

RANSOMED

knowing that you were r from the futile • 1 Pt 1:18

and by your blood you r people for God • Rv 5:9

RASH

Be not r with your mouth, nor let your • Eccl 5:2

ought to be quiet and do nothing r. • Acts 19:36

RAVENS

And the r brought him bread and • 1 Kgs 17:6

Consider the r: they neither sow nor • Lk 12:24

READ

the Covenant and r it in the hearing • Ex 24:7

They r from the book, from the Law • Neh 8:8

“Have you not r what David did when • Mt 12:3

written in the Law? How do you r it?” • Lk 10:26

READY

But you are a God r to forgive, gracious • Neh 9:17

I was r to be sought by those who • Is 65:1

Therefore you also must be r, for the • Mt 24:44

obedient, to be r for every good work, • Ti 3:1

REAP

sow in tears shall r with shouts of joy! • Ps 126:5

righteousness; r steadfast love; • Hos 10:12

deposit, and r what you did not sow.’ • Lk 19:21

sows bountifully will also r bountifully. • 2 Cor 9:6

will from the Spirit r eternal life. • Gal 6:8

for the hour to r has come, • Rv 14:15

REAPERS

and gleaned in the field after the r, • Ru 2:3

end of the age, and the r are angels. • Mt 13:39

REASON

“Come now, let us r together, • Is 1:18

this r the Father loves me, because I • Jn 10:17

pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to r, • Jas 3:17

REBEKAH

And R lifted up her eyes, and when • Gn 24:64

his prayer, and R his wife conceived. • Gn 25:21

he ate of his game, but R loved Jacob. • Gn 25:28

But Jacob said to R his mother, • Gn 27:11

There they buried Isaac and R his wife, • Gn 49:31

REBEL

obey his voice; do not r against him, • Ex 23:21

those who r against the light, • Jb 24:13

REBELLED

because you r against my word in the • Nm 27:14

But they r and grieved his Holy Spirit; • Is 63:10

REBELLION

not come, unless the r comes first, • 2 Thes 2:3

do not harden your hearts as in the r, • Heb 3:8

REBELLIOUS

but the r dwell in a parched land. • Ps 68:6

God has opened my ear, and I was not r; • Is 50:5

this people has a stubborn and r heart; • Jer 5:23

REBUILD

and r the house of the Lord, • Ezr 1:3

of God, and to r it in three days.’” • Mt 26:61

and I will r the tent of David that has • Acts 15:16

REBUKE

Better is open r than hidden love. • Prv 27:5

took him aside and began to r him, • Mt 16:22

Do not r an older man but encourage • 1 Tm 5:1

in sin, r them in the presence of all, • 1 Tm 5:20

exhort and r with all authority. • Ti 2:15

REBUKED

Then he rose and r the winds and the • Mt 8:26

And Jesus r the demon, and it came • Mt 17:18

seeing his disciples, he r Peter and said, • Mk 8:33

and he r them for their unbelief and • Mk 16:14

but was r for his own transgression; • 2 Pt 2:16

RECEIVE

But to all who did r him, who believed • Jn 1:12

so that we might r the promised Spirit • Gal 3:14

You ask and do not r, because you ask • Jas 4:3

God, to r glory and honor and power, • Rv 4:11

RECEIVED

I say to you, they have r their reward. • Mt 6:2

in prayer, believe that you have r it, • Mk 11:24

For I r from the Lord what I also • 1 Cor 11:23

Therefore, as you r Christ Jesus the • Col 2:6

RECEIVES

“Whoever r you r me, and • Mt 10:40

“Whoever r one such child in my name • Mt 18:5

RECKONING

I will require a r for the life of man. • Gn 9:5

So now there comes a r for his blood.” • Gn 42:22

RECOMPENSE

Vengeance is mine, and r, for the time • Dt 32:35

is with him, and his r before him. • Is 40:10

coming soon, bringing my r with me, • Rv 22:12

RECONCILE

and might r us both to God in one • Eph 2:16

and through him to r to himself all • Col 1:20

RECONCILED

First be r to your brother, and then • Mt 5:24

were enemies we were r to God by • Rom 5:10

or else be r to her husband), • 1 Cor 7:11

you on behalf of Christ, be r to God. • 2 Cor 5:20

RECONCILIATION

whom we have now received r. • Rom 5:11

rejection means the r of the world, • Rom 11:15

himself and gave us the ministry of r; • 2 Cor 5:18

RED

made Israel set out from the R Sea, • Ex 15:22

to him who divided the R Sea in two, • Ps 136:13

‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is r.’ • Mt 16:2

crossed the R Sea as on dry land, but • Heb 11:29

REDEEM

I will r you with an outstretched arm • Ex 6:6

R us for the sake of your steadfast love! • Ps 44:26

Is my hand shortened, that it cannot r? • Is 50:2

to r those who were under the law, so • Gal 4:5

gave himself for us to r us from all • Ti 2:14

REDEEMED

Let the r of the Lord say so, • Ps 107:2

and you shall be r without money.” • Is 52:3

for he has visited and r his people • Lk 1:68

Christ r us from the curse of the law by • Gal 3:13

REDEEMER

For I know that my R lives, and at • Jb 19:25

for their R is strong; he will plead their • Prv 23:11

R, who formed you from the womb: • Is 44:24

Holy One of Israel is your R, • Is 54:5

REDEEMS

Lord r the life of his servants; • Ps 34:22

he r their life, and precious is their • Ps 72:14

who r your life from the pit, • Ps 103:4

REDEMPTION

were waiting for the r of Jerusalem. • Lk 2:38

heads, because your r is drawing near.” • Lk 21:28

through the r that is in Christ Jesus, • Rom 3:24

adoption as sons, the r of our bodies. • Rom 8:23

righteousness and sanctification and r, • 1 Cor 1:30

In him we have r through his blood, • Eph 1:7

in whom we have r, the forgiveness of • Col 1:14

own blood, thus securing an eternal r. • Heb 9:12

REED

a bruised r he will not break, and a • Is 42:3

to see? A r shaken by the wind? • Mt 11:7

REFINED

Behold, I have r you, but not as silver; • Is 48:10

and make themselves white and be r, • Dn 12:10

like burnished bronze, r in a furnace, • Rv 1:15

REFUGE

select cities to be cities of r for you, • Nm 35:11

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take r. • Ps 16:1

God is our r and strength, a very • Ps 46:1

the shadow of your wings I will take r, • Ps 57:1

your heart before him; God is a r for us. • Ps 62:8

my God the rock of my r. • Ps 94:22

is a shield to those who take r in him. • Prv 30:5

to us, for we have made lies our r, • Is 28:15

But the Lord is a r to his • Jl 3:16

REFUSE

yet you r to come to me that you may • Jn 5:40

do not r him who is speaking. • Heb 12:25

REFUSED

I have called and you r to listen, • Prv 1:24

them, but they r to take correction. • Jer 5:3

Our fathers r to obey him, but thrust • Acts 7:39

because they r to love the truth and • 2 Thes 2:10

REGARD

Whoever is righteous has r for the life • Prv 12:10

So do not let what you r as good be • Rom 14:16

we r no one according to the flesh. • 2 Cor 5:16

“My son, do not r lightly the discipline • Heb 12:5

REHOBOAM

And R his son reigned in his place. • 1 Kgs 11:43

Then King R took counsel with • 1 Kgs 12:6

REIGN

The Lord will r forever, • Ps 146:10

Behold, a king will r in righteousness, • Is 32:1

‘We do not want this man to r over us.’ • Lk 19:14

Let not sin therefore r in your mortal • Rom 6:12

For he must r until he has put all • 1 Cor 15:25

if we endure, we will also r with him; • 2 Tm 2:12

Christ, and he shall r forever and ever.” • Rv 11:15

and they will r with him for a thousand • Rv 20:6

light, and they will r forever and ever. • Rv 22:5

REIGNED

death r through that one man, • Rom 5:17

so that, as sin r in death, grace also • Rom 5:21

They came to life and r with Christ for • Rv 20:4

REIGNS

God r over the nations; God sits on • Ps 47:8

Lord r; he is robed in majesty; • Ps 93:1

The Lord r, let the earth rejoice; • Ps 97:1

says to Zion, “Your God r.” • Is 52:7

For the Lord our God the Almighty r. • Rv 19:6

REJECT

My God will r them because they • Hos 9:17

we escape if we r him who warns • Heb 12:25

dreams, defile the flesh, r authority, • Jude 8

REJECTED

that the builders r has become the • Ps 118:22

Jesus is the stone that was r by you, • Acts 4:11

God has not r his people whom he • Rom 11:2

and nothing is to be r if it is received • 1 Tm 4:4

a living stone r by men but in the sight • 1 Pt 2:4

REJECTS

one who r me r him who sent • Lk 10:16

The one who r me and does not receive • Jn 12:48

REJOICE

those who seek the Lord r! • 1 Chr 16:10

But let all who take refuge in you r; • Ps 5:11

my heart shall r in your salvation. • Ps 13:5

has made; let us r and be glad in it. • Ps 118:24

the righteous increase, the people r, • Prv 29:2

the bride, so shall your God r over you. • Is 62:5

he will r over you with gladness; • Zep 3:17

R and be glad, for your reward is great • Mt 5:12

but r that your names are written in • Lk 10:20

Not only that, but we r in our sufferings, • Rom 5:3

R with those who r, weep • Rom 12:15

R in the Lord always; again I will say, • Phil 4:4

R always, • 1 Thes 5:16

In this you r, though now for a little • 1 Pt 1:6

REJOICED

that same hour he r in the Holy Spirit • Lk 10:21

and all the people r at all the glorious • Lk 13:17

If you loved me, you would have r, • Jn 14:28

REJOICES

my heart is glad, and my whole being r; • Ps 16:9

The light of the eyes r the heart, and • Prv 15:30

he r over it more than over the • Mt 18:13

and my spirit r in God my Savior, • Lk 1:47

REJOICING

r that they were counted worthy to • Acts 5:41

they began r and glorifying the word • Acts 13:48

as sorrowful, yet always r; as poor, yet • 2 Cor 6:10

RELEASE

them once more, desiring to r Jesus, • Lk 23:20

“R the four angels who are bound at • Rv 9:14

RELEASED

When they were r, they went to their • Acts 4:23

But now we are r from the law, • Rom 7:6

RELENT

God may turn and r and turn from his • Jon 3:9

RELIEF

I must speak, that I may find r; I must • Jb 32:20

to send r to the brothers living in • Acts 11:29

of taking part in the r of the saints • 2 Cor 8:4

RELIGION

promoting self-made r and asceticism • Col 2:23

R that is pure and undefiled before God, • Jas 1:27

RELY

Lord our God, for we r on you, • 2 Chr 14:11

of the Lord and r on his God. • Is 50:10

But that was to make us r not on • 2 Cor 1:9

For all who r on works of the law are • Gal 3:10

REMAIN

Each one should r in the condition in • 1 Cor 7:20

But to r in the flesh is more necessary • Phil 1:24

they will perish, but you r; • Heb 1:11

REMEMBER

I will see it and r the everlasting • Gn 9:16

You shall r the Lord your God, • Dt 8:18

R the wondrous works that he has • 1 Chr 16:12

R not the sins of my youth or my • Ps 25:7

R how short my time is! • Ps 89:47

R also your Creator in the days of • Eccl 12:1

my own sake, and I will not r your sins. • Is 43:25

and I will r their sin no more.” • Jer 31:34

“Jesus, r me when you come into your • Lk 23:42

Only, they asked us to r the poor, • Gal 2:10

r that you were at that time separated • Eph 2:12

R Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, • 2 Tm 2:8

and I will r their sins no more.” • Heb 8:12

R those who are in prison, • Heb 13:3

REMEMBERED

But God r Noah and all the beasts and • Gn 8:1

Then God r Rachel, and God listened to • Gn 30:22

I am to be r throughout all generations. • Ex 3:15

Hannah his wife, and the Lord r • 1 Sm 1:19

we sat down and wept, when we r Zion. • Ps 137:1

fainting away, I r the Lord, • Jon 2:7

And they r his words, • Lk 24:8

then they r that these things had been • Jn 12:16

REMEMBERS

our frame; he r that we are dust. • Ps 103:14

He r his covenant forever, the word • Ps 105:8

REMEMBRANCE

is given for you. Do this in r of me.” • Lk 22:19

which is for you. Do this in r of me.” • 1 Cor 11:24

REMNANT

you to preserve for you a r on earth, • Gn 45:7

for we are left a r that has escaped, • Ezr 9:15

A r will return, the r of Jacob, • Is 10:21

I will gather the r of Israel; • Mi 2:12

that the r of mankind may seek the • Acts 15:17

only a r of them will be saved, • Rom 9:27

So too at the present time there is a r, • Rom 11:5

REMOVE

And I will r the heart of stone from • Ezk 36:26

possible for you. R this cup from me. • Mk 14:36

come to you and r your lampstand • Rv 2:5

REND

Oh that you would r the heavens and • Is 64:1

and r your hearts and not your • Jl 2:13

RENDER

What shall I r to the Lord • Ps 116:12

“Therefore r to Caesar the things that • Mt 22:21

He will r to each one according to his • Rom 2:6

RENEW

and r a right spirit within me. • Ps 51:10

the Lord shall r their strength; • Is 40:31

RENEWED

so that your youth is r like the eagle’s. • Ps 103:5

inner self is being r day by day. • 2 Cor 4:16

and to be r in the spirit of your minds, • Eph 4:23

which is being r in knowledge after • Col 3:10

RENOUNCE

Why does the wicked r God and say in • Ps 10:13

does not r all that he has cannot be my • Lk 14:33

REPAY

nor r us according to our iniquities. • Ps 103:10

then he will r each person according • Mt 16:27

be blessed, because they cannot r you. • Lk 14:14

R no one evil for evil, but give • Rom 12:17

“Vengeance is mine; I will r.” And • Heb 10:30

Do not r evil for evil or reviling for • 1 Pt 3:9

me, to r each one for what he has done. • Rv 22:12

REPENT

despise myself, and r in dust and ashes.” • Jb 42:6

“R, for the kingdom of heaven is at • Mt 3:2

unless you r, you will all likewise perish. • Lk 13:3

Peter said to them, “R and be baptized • Acts 2:38

R therefore, and turn back, that • Acts 3:19

r, and do the works you did at first. • Rv 2:5

They did not r and give him glory. • Rv 16:9

REPENTANCE

Bear fruit in keeping with r. • Mt 3:8

“I baptize you with water for r, but he • Mt 3:11

a baptism of r for the forgiveness • Mk 1:4

to call the righteous but sinners to r.” • Lk 5:32

and that r and forgiveness of sins • Lk 24:47

to give r to Israel and forgiveness • Acts 5:31

kindness is meant to lead you to r? • Rom 2:4

godly grief produces a r that leads to • 2 Cor 7:10

of r from dead works and of faith • Heb 6:1

REPROACH

a nation, but sin is a r to any people. • Prv 14:34

blameless and above r before him, • Col 1:22

the camp and bear the r he endured. • Heb 13:13

REPROOF

he who rejects r leads others astray. • Prv 10:17

he who listens to r gains intelligence. • Prv 15:32

God and profitable for teaching, for r, • 2 Tm 3:16

REPROVE

r a wise man, and he will love you. • Prv 9:8

r, rebuke, and exhort, with complete • 2 Tm 4:2

Those whom I love, I r and discipline, • Rv 3:19

REPROVES

the Lord r him whom he loves, • Prv 3:12

REQUESTS

thanksgiving let your r be made known • Phil 4:6

we have the r that we have asked • 1 Jn 5:15

REQUIRE

does the Lord your God r of you, • Dt 10:12

what does the Lord r of you • Mi 6:8

REQUIRED

This night your soul is r of you, and • Lk 12:20

was given, of him much will be r, • Lk 12:48

RESCUE

righteousness deliver me and r me; • Ps 71:2

other god who is able to r in this way.” • Dn 3:29

The Lord will r me from every evil • 2 Tm 4:18

Lord knows how to r the godly from • 2 Pt 2:9

RESCUED

yet from them all the Lord r me. • 2 Tm 3:11

RESIST

say to you, Do not r the one who is evil. • Mt 5:39

and ears, you always r the Holy Spirit. • Acts 7:51

R the devil, and he will flee from you. • Jas 4:7

R him, firm in your faith, knowing • 1 Pt 5:9

RESPECT

to them, saying, ‘They will r my son.’ • Mt 21:37

‘Though I neither fear God nor r man, • Lk 18:4

r to whom r is owed, • Rom 13:7

brothers, to r those who labor among • 1 Thes 5:12

be subject to your masters with all r, • 1 Pt 2:18

REST

seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn r, • Ex 31:15

not answer, and by night, but I find no r. • Ps 22:2

a dove! I would fly away and be at r; • Ps 55:6

my wrath, “They shall not enter my r.” • Ps 95:11

a little folding of the hands to r, • Prv 6:10

Spirit of the Lord shall r upon • Is 11:2

“In returning and r you shall be saved; • Is 30:15

walk in it, and find r for your souls. • Jer 6:16

heavy laden, and I will give you r. • Mt 11:28

For we who have believed enter that r, • Heb 4:3

up forever and ever, and they have no r, • Rv 14:11

“that they may r from their labors, • Rv 14:13

RESTITUTION

he shall make r from the best in his own • Ex 22:5

make full r for his wrong, • Nm 5:7

RESTORATION

the owner of the pit shall make r. • Ex 21:34

Aim for r, comfort one another, • 2 Cor 13:11

RESTORE

R to me the joy of your salvation, • Ps 51:12

I will lead him and r comfort to him • Is 57:18

For I will r health to you, and your • Jer 30:17

I will r to you the years that the • Jl 2:25

“Elijah does come first to r all things. • Mk 9:12

anyone of anything, I r it fourfold.” • Lk 19:8

you at this time r the kingdom to • Acts 1:6

are spiritual should r him in a spirit • Gal 6:1

to r them again to repentance, since • Heb 6:6

RESTORES

He r my soul. He leads me in paths of • Ps 23:3

RESTS

On God r my salvation and my glory; • Ps 62:7

to life, and whoever has it r satisfied; • Prv 19:23

Spirit of glory and of God r upon you. • 1 Pt 4:14

RESURRECTION

came to him, who say that there is no r, • Mt 22:23

For in the r they neither marry nor • Mt 22:30

you will be repaid at the r of the just.” • Lk 14:14

are sons of God, being sons of the r. • Lk 20:36

“I am the r and the life. • Jn 11:25

become with us a witness to his r.” • Acts 1:22

that there will be a r of both the just • Acts 24:15

be united with him in a r like his. • Rom 6:5

So is it with the r of the dead. • 1 Cor 15:42

may know him and the power of his r, • Phil 3:10

living hope through the r of Jesus • 1 Pt 1:3

years were ended. This is the first r. • Rv 20:5

RETURN

you are dust, and to dust you shall r.” • Gn 3:19

but if you r to me and keep my • Neh 1:9

R, O Lord! How long? • Ps 90:13

my mouth; it shall not r to me empty, • Is 55:11

R, O Israel, to the Lord • Hos 14:1

“r to me with all your heart, • Jl 2:12

R to me, and I will r to you, • Mal 3:7

what shall a man give in r for his soul? • Mt 16:26

good, and lend, expecting nothing in r, • Lk 6:35

REUBEN

and she called his name R, • Gn 29:32

“R, you are my firstborn, my might, • Gn 49:3

REVEAL

to whom the Son chooses to r him. • Mt 11:27

was pleased to r his Son to me, • Gal 1:16

otherwise, God will r that also to you. • Phil 3:15

REVEALED

but the things that are r belong to us • Dt 29:29

the glory of the Lord shall be r, • Is 40:5

nothing is covered that will not be r, • Mt 10:26

flesh and blood has not r this to you, • Mt 16:17

on the day when the Son of Man is r. • Lk 17:30

righteousness of God is r from faith for • Rom 1:17

with the glory that is to be r to us. • Rom 8:18

when the Lord Jesus is r from heaven • 2 Thes 1:7

a salvation ready to be r in the last time. • 1 Pt 1:5

REVELATION

light for r to the Gentiles, and for glory • Lk 2:32

according to the r of the mystery • Rom 16:25

but I received it through a r of Jesus • Gal 1:12

brought to you at the r of Jesus Christ. • 1 Pt 1:13

REVERENCE

to one another out of r for Christ. • Eph 5:21

REVILE

“Blessed are you when others r you • Mt 5:11

he was reviled, he did not r in return; • 1 Pt 2:23

those who r your good behavior in • 1 Pt 3:16

REVILED

crucified with him also r him in the • Mt 27:44

When r, we bless; when persecuted, • 1 Cor 4:12

that the word of God may not be r. • Ti 2:5

REVIVE

you who seek God, let your hearts r. • Ps 69:32

Will you not r us again, that your • Ps 85:6

to r the spirit of the lowly, • Is 57:15

REWARD

shield; your r shall be very great.” • Gn 15:1

in keeping them there is great r. • Ps 19:11

the fruit of the womb a r. • Ps 127:3

who sows righteousness gets a sure r. • Prv 11:18

behold, his r is with him, and his • Is 40:10

be glad, for your r is great in heaven, • Mt 5:12

they have received their r. • Mt 6:5

he will by no means lose his r.” • Mt 10:42

are receiving the due r of our deeds; • Lk 23:41

will receive the inheritance as your r. • Col 3:24

for he was looking to the r. • Heb 11:26

have worked for, but may win a full r. • 2 Jn 8

RICH

blessing of the Lord makes r, • Prv 10:22

but the r has many friends. • Prv 14:20

The r and the poor meet together; • Prv 22:2

only with difficulty will a r person • Mt 19:23

Many r people put in large sums. • Mk 12:41

“But woe to you who are r, for you • Lk 6:24

for himself and is not r toward God.” • Lk 12:21

as poor, yet making many r; • 2 Cor 6:10

you by his poverty might become r. • 2 Cor 8:9

are to do good, to be r in good works, • 1 Tm 6:18

So also will the r man fade away in • Jas 1:11

For you say, I am r, I have prospered, • Rv 3:17

RICHES

if r increase, set not your heart on them. • Ps 62:10

I delight as much as in all r. • Ps 119:14

Whoever trusts in his r will fall, • Prv 11:28

fear of the Lord is r and • Prv 22:4

his eyes are never satisfied with r, • Eccl 4:8

deceitfulness of r choke the word, • Mt 13:22

who will entrust to you the true r? • Lk 16:11

to make known the r of his glory • Rom 9:23

bestowing his r on all who call on • Rom 10:12

show the immeasurable r of his grace • Eph 2:7

that according to the r of his glory he • Eph 3:16

to reach all the r of full assurance of • Col 2:2

their hopes on the uncertainty of r, • 1 Tm 6:17

Your r have rotted and your garments • Jas 5:2

RIGHT

And you shall do what is r and good • Dt 6:18

Everyone did what was r in his own • Jgs 17:6

understanding to discern what is r, • 1 Kgs 3:11

how can a man be in the r before God? • Jb 9:2

the precepts of the Lord are r, • Ps 19:8

my Lord: “Sit at my r hand, until I • Ps 110:1

Do not swerve to the r or to the left; • Prv 4:27

There is a way that seems r to a man, • Prv 14:12

gave the r to become children of God, • Jn 1:12

I want to do r, evil lies close at hand. • Rom 7:21

found in all that is good and r and true), • Eph 5:9

“Sit at my r hand until I make your • Heb 1:13

RIGHTEOUS

Noah was a r man, blameless • Gn 6:9

to David, “You are more r than I, • 1 Sm 24:17

Lord knows the way of the r, • Ps 1:6

Let the r one rejoice in the • Ps 64:10

The r flourish like the palm tree • Ps 92:12

Your testimonies are r forever; give • Ps 119:144

the good and keep to the paths of the r. • Prv 2:20

but he hears the prayer of the r. • Prv 15:29

When the r increase, the people rejoice, • Prv 29:2

but a r man sings and rejoices. • Prv 29:6

but the r shall live by his faith. • Hab 2:4

For I came not to call the r, but sinners.” • Mt 9:13

separate the evil from the r • Mt 13:49

punishment, but the r into eternal life.” • Mt 25:46

wrath when God’s r judgment will be • Rom 2:5

as it is written: “None is r, no, not one; • Rom 3:10

obedience the many will be made r. • Rom 5:19

law, for “The r shall live by faith.” • Gal 3:11

This is evidence of the r judgment • 2 Thes 1:5

but my r one shall live by faith, • Heb 10:38

For the eyes of the Lord are on the r, • 1 Pt 3:12

RIGHTEOUSNESS

and he counted it to him as r. • Gn 15:6

I hold fast my r and will not let it go; • Jb 27:6

he judges the world with r; • Ps 9:8

dealt with me according to my r; • Ps 18:20

R and justice are the foundation • Ps 89:14

I walk in the way of r, in the paths • Prv 8:20

R exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach • Prv 14:34

R shall be the belt of his waist, • Is 11:5

And the effect of r will be peace, • Is 32:17

He put on r as a breastplate, • Is 59:17

be called: ‘The Lord is our r.’ • Jer 23:6

for iniquity, to bring in everlasting r, • Dn 9:24

those who turn many to r, like the stars • Dn 12:3

the sun of r shall rise with healing in • Mal 4:2

unless your r exceeds that of the • Mt 5:20

seek first the kingdom of God and his r, • Mt 6:33

For in it the r of God is revealed • Rom 1:17

the r of God through faith in Jesus • Rom 3:22

God, and it was counted to him as r.” • Rom 4:3

faith was counted to Abraham as r. • Rom 4:9

r leading to eternal life through Jesus • Rom 5:21

of sin, the Spirit is life because of r. • Rom 8:10

him we might become the r of God. • 2 Cor 5:21

if r were through the law, then Christ • Gal 2:21

God, and it was counted to him as r”? • Gal 3:6

not having a r of my own • Phil 3:9

anger of man does not produce the r • Jas 1:20

way of r than after knowing it to turn • 2 Pt 2:21

Whoever practices r is righteous, • 1 Jn 3:7

RIPE

Put in the sickle, for the harvest is r. • Jl 3:13

But when the grain is r, at once he puts • Mk 4:29

for the harvest of the earth is fully r.” • Rv 14:15

RISE

R up, O judge of the earth; repay • Ps 94:2

know when I sit down and when I r up; • Ps 139:2

are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘R and walk’? • Mt 9:5

and children will r against parents • Mt 10:21

‘After three days I will r.’ • Mt 27:63

said to her, “Your brother will r again.” • Jn 11:23

Scripture, that he must r from the dead. • Jn 20:9

so that they might r again to a better • Heb 11:35

RISEN

glory of the Lord has r upon • Is 60:1

‘He has r from the dead,’ • Mt 27:64

He has r; he is not here. See the place • Mk 16:6

“The Lord has r indeed, and has • Lk 24:34

Christ, r from the dead, the offspring • 2 Tm 2:8

RIVER

A r flowed out of Eden to water the • Gn 2:10

There is a r whose streams make glad • Ps 46:4

enrich it; the r of God is full of water; • Ps 65:9

I will extend peace to her like a r, • Is 66:12

on the bank of the r very many trees • Ezk 47:7

were baptized by him in the r Jordan, • Mt 3:6

RIVERS

in the wilderness and r in the desert. • Is 43:19

my eyes flow with r of tears because • Lam 3:48

on a third of the r and on the springs • Rv 8:10

ROAD

the crowd spread their cloaks on the r, • Mt 21:8

chance a priest was going down that r, • Lk 10:31

within us while he talked to us on the r, • Lk 24:32

how on the r he had seen the Lord, • Acts 9:27

ROAR

rejoice; let the sea r, and all that fills it; • Ps 96:11

“‘The Lord will r from on high, • Jer 25:30

his voice was like the r of many waters. • Rv 1:15

ROB

Do not r the poor, because he is poor, • Prv 22:22

Will man r God? Yet you are robbing • Mal 3:8

who abhor idols, do you r temples? • Rom 2:22

ROBBERS

And with him they crucified two r, • Mk 15:27

but you have made it a den of r.” • Lk 19:46

who came before me are thieves and r, • Jn 10:8

ROBBERY

in extortion; set no vain hopes on r; • Ps 62:10

I the Lord love justice; I hate r • Is 61:8

ROBE

And he made him a r of many colors. • Gn 37:3

stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s r. • 1 Sm 24:4

and the train of his r filled the temple. • Is 6:1

covered me with the r of righteousness, • Is 61:10

on the right side, dressed in a white r, • Mk 16:5

his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best r, • Lk 15:22

each given a white r and told to rest • Rv 6:11

He is clothed in a r dipped in blood, • Rv 19:13

ROBES

two men stood by them in white r, • Acts 1:10

“Who are these, clothed in white r, • Rv 7:13

ROBS

Whoever r his father or his mother • Prv 28:24

ROCK

and you shall strike the r, and water • Ex 17:6

by I will put you in a cleft of the r, • Ex 33:22

and struck the r with his staff twice, • Nm 20:11

besides you; there is no r like our God. • 1 Sm 2:2

Lord lives, and blessed be my r, • 2 Sm 22:47

The Lord is my r and my • Ps 18:2

Lead me to the r that is higher than I, • Ps 61:2

a joyful noise to the r of our salvation! • Ps 95:1

not remembered the R of your refuge; • Is 17:10

me? There is no R; I know not any.” • Is 44:8

wise man who built his house on the r. • Mt 7:24

And some fell on the r, and as it grew • Lk 8:6

and the R was Christ. • 1 Cor 10:4

ROCKS

He split r in the wilderness and gave • Ps 78:15

the earth shook, and the r were split. • Mt 27:51

ROD

Let him take his r away from me, • Jb 9:34

Whoever spares the r hates his son, • Prv 13:24

I come to you with a r, or with love • 1 Cor 4:21

and he will rule them with a r of iron, • Rv 2:27

ROLL

“Who will r away the stone for us • Mk 16:3

ROME

commanded all the Jews to leave R. • Acts 18:2

And when we came into R, Paul was • Acts 28:16

To all those in R who are loved by God • Rom 1:7

ROOF

them up to the r and hid them with • Jos 2:6

Through sloth the r sinks in, and • Eccl 10:18

crowd, they removed the r above him, • Mk 2:4

ROOM

to Lebanon, till there is no r for them. • Zec 10:10

into your r and shut the door and pray • Mt 6:6

together, so that there was no more r, • Mk 2:2

entered, they went up to the upper r, • Acts 1:13

Make r in your hearts for us. • 2 Cor 7:2

ROOSTER

you, this very night, before the r crows, • Mt 26:34

Peter, the r will not crow this day, • Lk 22:34

the r will not crow till you have • Jn 13:38

ROOT

In that day the r of Jesse, who shall • Is 11:10

And since they had no r, they withered • Mt 13:6

“The r of Jesse will come, • Rom 15:12

of the tribe of Judah, the R of David, • Rv 5:5

I am the r and the descendant of David, • Rv 22:16

ROOTED

that you, being r and grounded in love, • Eph 3:17

r and built up in him and established • Col 2:7

ROUGH

become level, and the r places a plain. • Is 40:4

the r places shall become level ways, • Lk 3:5

sea became r because a strong wind • Jn 6:18

RUIN

A foolish son is r to his father, and a • Prv 19:13

A r, r, r I will make it. • Ezk 21:27

and the r of that house was great.” • Lk 6:49

in their paths are r and misery, • Rom 3:16

plunge people into r and destruction. • 1 Tm 6:9

RUINS

the house of our God, to repair its r, • Ezr 9:9

how Jerusalem lies in r with its gates • Neh 2:17

And your ancient r shall be rebuilt; • Is 58:12

all our pleasant places have become r. • Is 64:11

I will make Jerusalem a heap of r, • Jer 9:11

fallen; I will rebuild its r, and I will • Acts 15:16

does no good, but only r the hearers. • 2 Tm 2:14

RULE

to r over the day and over the night, • Gn 1:18

desire is for you, but you must r over it.” • Gn 4:7

Can you establish their r on the earth? • Jb 38:33

the sun to r over the day, for his • Ps 136:8

The hand of the diligent will r, while • Prv 12:24

even he who arises to r the Gentiles; • Rom 15:12

far above all r and authority and power • Eph 1:21

who is the head of all r and authority. • Col 2:10

let the peace of Christ r in your hearts, • Col 3:15

Let the elders who r well be considered • 1 Tm 5:17

and he will r them with a rod of iron, • Rv 2:27

RULER

When you sit down to eat with a r, • Prv 23:1

A r who lacks understanding is a • Prv 28:16

Many seek the face of a r, but it is • Prv 29:26

shall come a r who will shepherd my • Mt 2:6

now will the r of this world be cast • Jn 12:31

‘Who made you a r and a judge over • Acts 7:27

RULERS

a land transgresses, it has many r, • Prv 28:2

and makes the r of the earth as • Is 40:23

“You know that the r of the Gentiles • Mt 20:25

by, watching, but the r scoffed at him, • Lk 23:35

For r are not a terror to good conduct, • Rom 13:3

None of the r of this age understood • 1 Cor 2:8

or dominions or r or authorities • Col 1:16

RULES

Lord, and he r over the nations. • Ps 22:28

heavens, and his kingdom r over all. • Ps 103:19

and he who r his spirit than he who • Prv 16:32

know not the r of the Lord. • Jer 8:7

to keep these r without prejudging, • 1 Tm 5:21

unless he competes according to the r. • 2 Tm 2:5

RUN

So r that you may obtain it. • 1 Cor 9:24

So I do not r aimlessly; I do not box as • 1 Cor 9:26

I was not running or had not r in vain. • Gal 2:2

RUNNING

pressed down, shaken together, r over, • Lk 6:38

You were r well. Who hindered you • Gal 5:7

RUTH

and the name of the other R. • Ru 1:4

Also R the Moabite, the widow • Ru 4:10

and Boaz the father of Obed by R, • Mt 1:5

	


S (TOP)

SABBATH

rest, a holy S to the Lord; • Ex 16:23

“Remember the S day, to keep it holy. • Ex 20:8

For the Son of Man is lord of the S.” • Mt 12:8

“Is it lawful on the S to do good or • Mk 3:4

to a festival or a new moon or a S. • Col 2:16

there remains a S rest for the people • Heb 4:9

SACKCLOTH

his garments and put s on his loins • Gn 37:34

have repented long ago in s and ashes. • Mt 11:21

SACRIFICE

and Jacob offered a s in the • Gn 31:54

‘It is the s of the Lord’s Passover, • Ex 12:27

to obey is better than s, • 1 Sm 15:22

In s and offering you have not • Ps 40:6

Offer to God a s of thanksgiving, • Ps 50:14

For you will not delight in s, or I would • Ps 51:16

‘I desire mercy, and not s.’ For • Mt 9:13

a fragrant offering and s to God. • Eph 5:2

a s acceptable and pleasing to God. • Phil 4:18

is obligated to offer s for his own sins • Heb 5:3

to put away sin by the s of himself. • Heb 9:26

SACRIFICED

on which the Passover lamb had to be s. • Lk 22:7

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been s. • 1 Cor 5:7

SACRIFICES

Offer right s, and put your trust in the • Ps 4:5

The s of God are a broken spirit; • Ps 51:17

yet s to the Lord what is blemished. • Mal 1:14

than all whole burnt offerings and s.” • Mk 12:33

to God, to offer gifts and s for sins. • Heb 5:1

have, for such s are pleasing to God. • Heb 13:16

to offer spiritual s acceptable to God • 1 Pt 2:5

SAD

not eat? And why is your heart s? • 1 Sm 1:8

heard these things, he became very s, • Lk 18:23

walk?” And they stood still, looking s. • Lk 24:17

SADDUCEES

Pharisees and S coming to his baptism, • Mt 3:7

of the leaven of the Pharisees and S.” • Mt 16:6

The same day S came to him, who say • Mt 22:23

SAFE

righteous man runs into it and is s. • Prv 18:10

whoever trusts in the Lord is s. • Prv 29:25

And if in a s land you are so trusting, • Jer 12:5

SAFETY

enemies around, so that you live in s, • Dt 12:10

O Lord, make me dwell in s. • Ps 4:8

He redeems my soul in s from the battle • Ps 55:18

an abundance of counselors there is s. • Prv 11:14

SAINTS

As for the s in the land, they are the • Ps 16:3

Love the Lord, all you his s! • Ps 31:23

He preserves the lives of his s; • Ps 97:10

Lord is the death of his s. • Ps 116:15

But the s of the Most High shall receive • Dn 7:18

And many bodies of the s who had • Mt 27:52

evil he has done to your s at Jerusalem. • Acts 9:13

locked up many of the s in prison after • Acts 26:10

are loved by God and called to be s: • Rom 1:7

intercedes for the s according to the • Rom 8:27

Contribute to the needs of the s and • Rom 12:13

in the Lord in a way worthy of the s, • Rom 16:2

not know that the s will judge the • 1 Cor 6:2

not only supplying the needs of the s • 2 Cor 9:12

to equip the s for the work of ministry, • Eph 4:12

generations but now revealed to his s. • Col 1:26

on that day to be glorified in his s, • 2 Thes 1:10

that was once for all delivered to the s. • Jude 3

incense, which are the prayers of the s. • Rv 5:8

linen is the righteous deeds of the s. • Rv 19:8

SAKE

Yet for your s we are killed all the day • Ps 44:22

deal on my behalf for your name’s s; • Ps 109:21

was pleased, for his righteousness’ s, • Is 42:21

Delay not, for your own s, O my God, • Dn 9:19

For our s he made him to be sin who • 2 Cor 5:21

I counted as loss for the s of Christ. • Phil 3:7

SALT

she became a pillar of s. • Gn 19:26

“You are the s of the earth, but if s • Mt 5:13

always be gracious, seasoned with s, • Col 4:6

SALVATION

S belongs to the Lord; • Ps 3:8

and exalted be the God of my s • Ps 18:46

Lord is my light and my s; • Ps 27:1

He alone is my rock and my s, • Ps 62:2

tell of his s from day to day. • Ps 96:2

and my song; he has become my s. • Ps 118:14

my song, and he has become my s.” • Is 12:2

of the earth shall see the s of our God. • Is 52:10

wait quietly for the s of the Lord. • Lam 3:26

S belongs to the Lord!” • Jon 2:9

I will wait for the God of my s; • Mi 7:7

and has raised up a horn of s for us • Lk 1:69

for my eyes have seen your s • Lk 2:30

“Today s has come to this house, • Lk 19:9

what we know, for s is from the Jews. • Jn 4:22

And there is s in no one else, for • Acts 4:12

behold, now is the day of s. • 2 Cor 6:2

work out your own s with fear and • Phil 2:12

has appeared, bringing s for all people, • Ti 2:11

we escape if we neglect such a great s? • Heb 2:3

Concerning this s, the prophets who • 1 Pt 1:10

count the patience of our Lord as s, • 2 Pt 3:15

“S belongs to our God who sits on • Rv 7:10

S and glory and power belong to our • Rv 19:1

SAMARIA

Now the famine was severe in S. • 1 Kgs 18:2

the king of Assyria captured S, • 2 Kgs 17:6

And he had to pass through S. • Jn 4:4

SAMARITAN

But a S, as he journeyed, came to • Lk 10:33

giving him thanks. Now he was a S. • Lk 17:16

The S woman said to him, “How is it • Jn 4:9

SAME

If then God gave the s gift to them as • Acts 11:17

be united in the s mind and the s • 1 Cor 1:10

are varieties of gifts, but the s Spirit; • 1 Cor 12:4

Christ is the s yesterday and today • Heb 13:8

SAMSON

bore a son and called his name S. • Jgs 13:24

And S said, “With the jawbone • Jgs 15:16

And S grasped the two middle pillars • Jgs 16:29

to tell of Gideon, Barak, S, Jephthah, • Heb 11:32

SAMUEL

and she called his name S, • 1 Sm 1:20

Therefore Eli said to S, “Go, lie down, • 1 Sm 3:9

When S became old, he made his sons • 1 Sm 8:1

the Lord had revealed to S: • 1 Sm 9:15

made seven of his sons pass before S. • 1 Sm 16:10

“Where are S and David?” And one • 1 Sm 19:22

with fear because of the words of S. • 1 Sm 28:20

S also was among those who called • Ps 99:6

of David and S and the prophets • Heb 11:32

SANCTIFICATION

as slaves to righteousness leading to s. • Rom 6:19

the fruit you get leads to s and its end, • Rom 6:22

righteousness and s and redemption, • 1 Cor 1:30

For this is the will of God, your s: • 1 Thes 4:3

through s by the Spirit and belief in • 2 Thes 2:13

of God the Father, in the s of the Spirit, • 1 Pt 1:2

SANCTIFIED

of Israel, and it shall be s by my glory. • Ex 29:43

that they also may be s in truth. • Jn 17:19

inheritance among all those who are s. • Acts 20:32

a place among those who are s • Acts 26:18

be acceptable, s by the Holy Spirit. • Rom 15:16

in Corinth, to those s in Christ Jesus, • 1 Cor 1:2

But you were washed, you were s, • 1 Cor 6:11

we have been s through the offering • Heb 10:10

SANCTIFIES

I am the Lord who s you. • Lv 20:8

For he who s and those who are • Heb 2:11

SANCTIFY

know that I, the Lord, s you. • Ex 31:13

I, the Lord, who s you, am holy. • Lv 21:8

S them in the truth; your word is truth. • Jn 17:17

that he might s her, having cleansed • Eph 5:26

of peace himself s you completely, • 1 Thes 5:23

to s the people through his own blood. • Heb 13:12

SANCTUARY

your abode, the s, O Lord, • Ex 15:17

And let them make me a s, that I may • Ex 25:8

Arise and build the s of the Lord • 1 Chr 22:19

Praise God in his s; praise him in his • Ps 150:1

yet I have been a s to them for a • Ezk 11:16

to come shall destroy the city and the s. • Dn 9:26

SAND

of heaven and as the s that is on • Gn 22:17

of Israel shall be like the s of the sea, • Hos 1:10

man who built his house on the s. • Mt 7:26

sons of Israel be as the s of the sea, • Rom 9:27

SANDALS

not come near; take your s off your feet, • Ex 3:5

Joshua, “Take off your s from your • Jos 5:15

than I, whose s I am not worthy to • Mt 3:11

or two tunics or s or a staff, • Mt 10:10

SAPPHIRE

feet as it were a pavement of s stone, • Ex 24:10

of a throne, in appearance like s; • Ezk 1:26

The first was jasper, the second s, • Rv 21:19

SARAH

S, who is ninety years old, bear a • Gn 17:17

So S laughed to herself, saying, • Gn 18:12

S lived 127 years; these were the • Gn 23:1

By faith S herself received power to • Heb 11:11

as S obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. • 1 Pt 3:6

SAT

he s down at the right hand of God, • Heb 10:12

I also conquered and s down with my • Rv 3:21

SATAN

Then S stood against Israel and • 1 Chr 21:1

and S also came among them. • Jb 1:6

And the Lord said to S, “The • Zec 3:2

“Be gone, S! For it is written, “‘You • Mt 4:10

And if S casts out S, he is divided • Mt 12:26

to Peter, “Get behind me, S! You are • Mt 16:23

forty days, being tempted by S. • Mk 1:13

“I saw S fall like lightning from • Lk 10:18

Then S entered into Judas called • Lk 22:3

why has S filled your heart to lie to the • Acts 5:3

light and from the power of S to God, • Acts 26:18

will soon crush S under your feet. • Rom 16:20

S disguises himself as an angel • 2 Cor 11:14

flesh, a messenger of S to harass me, • 2 Cor 12:7

have handed over to S that they may • 1 Tm 1:20

serpent, who is called the devil and S, • Rv 12:9

who is the devil and S, and bound him • Rv 20:2

S will be released from his prison • Rv 20:7

SATISFIED

with treasure; they are s with children, • Ps 17:14

leads to life, and whoever has it rests s; • Prv 19:23

Three things are never s; four never • Prv 30:15

anguish of his soul he shall see and be s; • Is 53:11

for righteousness, for they shall be s. • Mt 5:6

SATISFIES

who s you with good so that your youth • Ps 103:5

For he s the longing soul, • Ps 107:9

SATISFY

S us in the morning with your steadfast • Ps 90:14

your labor for that which does not s? • Is 55:2

For I will s the weary soul, and every • Jer 31:25

SAUL

a son whose name was S, • 1 Sm 9:2

there they made S king before the • 1 Sm 11:15

“I regret that I have made S king, • 1 Sm 15:11

“S has struck down his thousands, • 1 Sm 18:7

“Is S also among the prophets?” • 1 Sm 19:24

And there lay S sleeping within the • 1 Sm 26:7

Then S said to his armor-bearer, • 1 Sm 31:4

And S approved of his execution. • Acts 8:1

voice saying to him, “S, S, • Acts 9:4

But S, who was also called Paul, filled • Acts 13:9

SAVE

our God, s us, please, from his hand, • 2 Kgs 19:19

O God, s me by your name, • Ps 54:1

S me according to your steadfast love! • Ps 109:26

hand is not shortened, that it cannot s, • Is 59:1

I am with you to s you and deliver you, • Jer 15:20

for he will s his people from their sins.” • Mt 1:21

to sink he cried out, “Lord, s me.” • Mt 14:30

For whoever would s his life will lose • Mt 16:25

to judge the world but to s the world. • Jn 12:47

all people, that by all means I might s • 1 Cor 9:22

came into the world to s sinners, • 1 Tm 1:15

not have works? Can that faith s him? • Jas 2:14

SAVED

I was brought low, he s me. • Ps 116:6

“Turn to me and be s, all the ends of • Is 45:22

name of the Lord shall be s. • Jl 2:32

“Who then can be s?” • Mt 19:25

“He s others; he cannot save himself. • Mt 27:42

to the woman, “Your faith has s you; • Lk 7:50

that the world might be s through him. • Jn 3:17

I say these things so that you may be s. • Jn 5:34

among men by which we must be s.” • Acts 4:12

what must I do to be s?” • Acts 16:30

on the name of the Lord will be s.” • Rom 10:13

in this way all Israel will be s, as it • Rom 11:26

to us who are being s it is the power • 1 Cor 1:18

loss, though he himself will be s, • 1 Cor 3:15

For by grace you have been s through • Eph 2:8

desires all people to be s and to come • 1 Tm 2:4

he s us, not because of works • Ti 3:5

SAVES

the Lord s not with sword • 1 Sm 17:47

Now I know that the Lord s • Ps 20:6

and s the lives of the needy. • Ps 72:13

to this, now s you, not as a removal of • 1 Pt 3:21

SAVIOR

my stronghold and my refuge, my s; • 2 Sm 22:3

O S of those who seek refuge from • Ps 17:7

They forgot God, their S, who had • Ps 106:21

he will send them a s and defender, • Is 19:20

and besides me there is no s. • Is 43:11

that I am the Lord your S, • Is 49:26

I, the Lord, am your S and • Is 60:16

hope of Israel, its s in time of trouble, • Jer 14:8

but me, and besides me there is no s. • Hos 13:4

my spirit rejoices in God my S, • Lk 1:47

born this day in the city of David a S, • Lk 2:11

that this is indeed the S of the world.” • Jn 4:42

God has brought to Israel a S, • Acts 13:23

church, his body, and is himself its S. • Eph 5:23

it is pleasing in the sight of God our S, • 1 Tm 2:3

living God, who is the S of all people, • 1 Tm 4:10

loving kindness of God our S appeared, • Ti 3:4

the Lord and S through your apostles, • 2 Pt 3:2

sent his Son to be the S of the world. • 1 Jn 4:14

to the only God, our S, through Jesus • Jude 25

SCALES

and false s are not good. • Prv 20:23

the mountains in s and the hills • Is 40:12

something like s fell from his eyes, • Acts 9:18

And its rider had a pair of s in his hand. • Rv 6:5

SCARLET

though your sins are like s, they shall • Is 1:18

stripped him and put a s robe on him, • Mt 27:28

SCATTER

And I will s you among the nations, • Lv 26:33

I will s them among the nations whom • Jer 9:16

SCATTERED

‘He who s Israel will gather him, • Jer 31:10

and the sheep of the flock will be s.’ • Mt 26:31

children of God who are s abroad. • Jn 11:52

indeed it has come, when you will be s, • Jn 16:32

who were s went about preaching • Acts 8:4

SCEPTER

The s shall not depart from Judah, • Gn 49:10

Jacob, and a s shall rise out of Israel; • Nm 24:17

uprightness is the s of your kingdom. • Heb 1:8

SCHEME

as they s together against me, as they • Ps 31:13

to seek wisdom and the s of things, • Eccl 7:25

SCOFFER

corrects a s gets himself abuse, • Prv 9:7

but a s does not listen to rebuke. • Prv 13:1

“S” is the name of the arrogant, • Prv 21:24

Drive out a s, and strife will go out, • Prv 22:10

the s is an abomination to mankind. • Prv 24:9

shall come to nothing and the s cease, • Is 29:20

SCOFFERS

way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of s; • Ps 1:1

S set a city aflame, but the wise turn • Prv 29:8

s will come in the last days • 2 Pt 3:3

“In the last time there will be s, • Jude 18

SCORCHING

neither s wind nor sun shall strike • Is 49:10

sun rose, God appointed a s east wind, • Jon 4:8

the burden of the day and the s heat.’ • Mt 20:12

shall not strike them, nor any s heat. • Rv 7:16

SCORN

My friends s me; my eye pours out • Jb 16:20

Lord is to them an object of s; • Jer 6:10

SCORNED

deed you have utterly s the Lord, • 2 Sm 12:14

s by mankind and despised by the • Ps 22:6

SCORPION

if he asks for an egg, will give him a s? • Lk 11:12

like the torment of a s when it stings • Rv 9:5

SCRIBES

righteousness exceeds that of the s • Mt 5:20

“But woe to you, s and Pharisees, • Mt 23:13

chief priests with the s mocked him to • Mk 15:31

s stood by, vehemently accusing him. • Lk 23:10

great clamor arose, and some of the s • Acts 23:9

SCRIPTURE

“Today this S has been fulfilled in your • Lk 4:21

S must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was • Lk 22:37

Whoever believes in me, as the S has • Jn 7:38

God cameand S cannot be broken • Jn 10:35

S says, “They will look on him whom • Jn 19:37

And the S, foreseeing that God would • Gal 3:8

yourself to the public reading of S, • 1 Tm 4:13

All S is breathed out by God and • 2 Tm 3:16

that no prophecy of S comes from • 2 Pt 1:20

SCRIPTURES

you know neither the S nor the power • Mt 22:29

he interpreted to them in all the S • Lk 24:27

opened their minds to understand the S, • Lk 24:45

You search the S because you think • Jn 5:39

he reasoned with them from the S, • Acts 17:2

examining the S daily to see if these • Acts 17:11

showing by the S that the Christ was • Acts 18:28

through his prophets in the holy S, • Rom 1:2

encouragement of the S we might • Rom 15:4

for our sins in accordance with the S, • 1 Cor 15:3

SCROLL

s was found on which this was written: • Ezr 6:2

rot away, and the skies roll up like a s. • Is 34:4

eyes and saw, and behold, a flying s! • Zec 5:1

And he rolled up the s and gave it • Lk 4:20

“Who is worthy to open the s and • Rv 5:2

SEA

and the Lord drove the s back • Ex 14:21

“Or who shut in the s with doors when • Jb 38:8

gathers the waters of the s as a heap; • Ps 33:7

The s is his, for he made it, • Ps 95:5

dwell in the uttermost parts of the s, • Ps 139:9

when he assigned to the s its limit, so • Prv 8:29

And I saw a beast rising out of the s, • Rv 13:1

beside the s of glass with harps of God • Rv 15:2

passed away, and the s was no more. • Rv 21:1

SEAL

Set me as a s upon your heart, as a • Sg 8:6

For on him God the Father has set his s.” • Jn 6:27

and who has also put his s on us • 2 Cor 1:22

When the Lamb opened the seventh s, • Rv 8:1

“Do not s up the words of the prophecy • Rv 22:10

SEALED

were s with the promised Holy Spirit, • Eph 1:13

by whom you were s for the day of • Eph 4:30

SEALS

the Lamb opened one of the seven s, • Rv 6:1

SEARCH

if you s after him with all your heart • Dt 4:29

S me, O God, and know my heart! Try • Ps 139:23

if you seek it like silver and s for it • Prv 2:4

“I the Lord s the heart and test • Jer 17:10

You s the Scriptures because you think • Jn 5:39

SEARCHED

O Lord, you have s me and • Ps 139:1

to be yours s and inquired carefully, • 1 Pt 1:10

SEARCHES

for the Lord s all hearts • 1 Chr 28:9

And he who s hearts knows what is • Rom 8:27

For the Spirit s everything, even • 1 Cor 2:10

that I am he who s mind and heart, • Rv 2:23

SEASON

For everything there is a s, and a time • Eccl 3:1

doing good, for in due s we will reap, • Gal 6:9

be ready in s and out of s; • 2 Tm 4:2

SEASONS

And let them be for signs and for s, • Gn 1:14

He made the moon to mark the s; • Ps 104:19

He changes times and s; he removes • Dn 2:21

Now concerning the times and the s, • 1 Thes 5:1

SEAT

you love the best s in the synagogues • Lk 11:43

down on the judgment s at a place • Jn 19:13

stand before the judgment s of God; • Rom 14:10

before the judgment s of Christ, • 2 Cor 5:10

SEATED

Lord our God, who is s on high, • Ps 113:5

see the Son of Man s at the right hand • Mt 26:64

s us with him in the heavenly places • Eph 2:6

Christ is, s at the right hand of God. • Col 3:1

high priest, one who is s at the right • Heb 8:1

God who was s on the throne, • Rv 19:4

SECOND

And a s is like it: You shall love your • Mt 22:39

appear a s time, not to deal with sin • Heb 9:28

Over such the s death has no power, • Rv 20:6

SECRET

“The s things belong to the Lord • Dt 29:29

you teach me wisdom in the s heart. • Ps 51:6

our s sins in the light of your presence. • Ps 90:8

from you, when I was being made in s, • Ps 139:15

himself, and do not reveal another’s s, • Prv 25:9

so that your giving may be in s. • Mt 6:4

has been given the s of the kingdom of • Mk 4:11

come together. I have said nothing in s. • Jn 18:20

mystery that was kept s for long ages • Rom 16:25

But we impart a s and hidden wisdom • 1 Cor 2:7

I have learned the s of facing plenty • Phil 4:12

SECRETS

For he knows the s of the heart. • Ps 44:21

goes about slandering reveals s, • Prv 11:13

given to know the s of the kingdom • Lk 8:10

God judges the s of men by Christ • Rom 2:16

the s of his heart are disclosed, and • 1 Cor 14:25

SECURE

feet upon a rock, making my steps s. • Ps 40:2

in a peaceful habitation, in s dwellings, • Is 32:18

You felt s in your wickedness, • Is 47:10

and made the tomb s by sealing the • Mt 27:66

SECURELY

Whoever walks in integrity walks s, • Prv 10:9

this, you lover of pleasures, who sit s, • Is 47:8

be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell s. • Jer 33:16

against a nation at ease, that dwells s, • Jer 49:31

SECURITY

“There will be peace and s in my days.” • Is 39:8

destruction. Jerusalem shall dwell in s. • Zec 14:11

“There is peace and s,” then sudden • 1 Thes 5:3

SEE

face, for man shall not s me and live.” • Ex 33:20

yet in my flesh I shall s God, • Jb 19:26

Come and s what God has done: • Ps 66:5

lest they s with their eyes, and hear • Is 6:10

and all flesh shall s it together, • Is 40:5

the pure in heart, for they shall s God. • Mt 5:8

people longed to s what you s, • Mt 13:17

I say to you, you will s heaven opened, • Jn 1:51

that though I was blind, now I s.” • Jn 9:25

whom no one has ever seen or can s. • 1 Tm 6:16

without which no one will s the Lord. • Heb 12:14

because we shall s him as he is. • 1 Jn 3:2

They will s his face, and his name • Rv 22:4

SEED

given you every plant yielding s that • Gn 1:29

it is felled.” The holy s is its stump. • Is 6:13

a man who sowed good s in his field, • Mt 13:24

“A sower went out to sow his s. • Lk 8:5

He who supplies s to the sower • 2 Cor 9:10

not of perishable s but of imperishable, • 1 Pt 1:23

sinning, for God’s s abides in him, • 1 Jn 3:9

SEEDS

Other s fell on good soil and produced • Mt 13:8

It is the smallest of all s, but when it • Mt 13:32

SEEING

The hearing ear and the s eye, the • Prv 20:12

the lame walking, and the blind s. • Mt 15:31

to keep them from s the light of the • 2 Cor 4:4

SEEK

If you s him, he will be found by you, • 1 Chr 28:9

“S my face.” My heart says to you, • Ps 27:8

With my whole heart I s you; • Ps 119:10

and those who s me diligently find me. • Prv 8:17

“S the Lord while he may be • Is 55:6

to be found by those who did not s me. • Is 65:1

when you s me with all your heart. • Jer 29:13

I will s the lost, and I will bring back • Ezk 34:16

s righteousness; s humility; • Zep 2:3

But s first the kingdom of God • Mt 6:33

s, and you will find; knock, • Mt 7:7

Son of Man came to s and to save • Lk 19:10

You will s me and you will not find me. • Jn 7:34

found by those who did not s me; • Rom 10:20

with Christ, s the things that are above, • Col 3:1

that he rewards those who s him. • Heb 11:6

city, but we s the city that is to come. • Heb 13:14

SEEKING

s him by prayer and pleas for mercy • Dn 9:3

kept s from him a sign from heaven. • Lk 11:16

the Father is s such people to worship • Jn 4:23

SEEKS

who has understanding s knowledge, • Prv 15:14

asks receives, and the one who s finds, • Mt 7:8

no one understands; no one s for God. • Rom 3:11

SEEN

“For I have s God face to face, • Gn 32:30

no eye has s a God besides you, • Is 64:4

No one has ever s God; the only God, • Jn 1:18

Whoever has s me has s the Father. • Jn 14:9

“I have s the Lord”and that he had • Jn 20:18

For the things that are s are transient, • 2 Cor 4:18

for, the conviction of things not s. • Heb 11:1

Though you have not s him, you love • 1 Pt 1:8

SEES

For the Lord s not as man s: • 1 Sm 16:7

heaven; he s all the children of man; • Ps 33:13

And whoever s me s him • Jn 12:45

SELF

We know that our old s was crucified • Rom 6:6

Though our outer s is wasting away, • 2 Cor 4:16

and to put on the new s, created after • Eph 4:24

have put off the old s with its practices • Col 3:9

SELF-CONTROL

A man without s is like a city broken • Prv 25:28

tempt you because of your lack of s. • 1 Cor 7:5

Every athlete exercises s in all things. • 1 Cor 9:25

gentleness, s; against such things • Gal 5:23

in faith and love and holiness, with s. • 1 Tm 2:15

not of fear but of power and love and s. • 2 Tm 1:7

and knowledge with s, and • 2 Pt 1:6

SELF-CONTROLLED

a lover of good, s, upright, holy, • Ti 1:8

Likewise, urge the younger men to be s. • Ti 2:6

therefore be s and sober-minded • 1 Pt 4:7

SELF-INDULGENCE

but inside they are full of greed and s. • Mt 23:25

lived on the earth in luxury and in s. • Jas 5:5

SELF-INDULGENT

but she who is s is dead even while • 1 Tm 5:6

SELFISH

For where jealousy and s ambition • Jas 3:16

SELL

Buy truth, and do not s it; buy • Prv 23:23

because they s the righteous for silver, • Am 2:6

s what you possess and give to • Mt 19:21

no one can buy or s unless he has • Rv 13:17

SEND

“Oh, my Lord, please s someone else.” • Ex 4:13

I will s an angel before you, and I will • Ex 33:2

S out your light and your truth; let • Ps 43:3

“Here I am! S me.” • Is 6:8

of the harvest to s out laborers into his • Mt 9:38

But if I go, I will s him to you. • Jn 16:7

SENDING

“Behold, I am s you out as sheep • Mt 10:16

has sent me, even so I am s you.” • Jn 20:21

SENNACHERIB

S king of Assyria came and invaded • 2 Chr 32:1

S king of Assyria came up against • Is 36:1

SENSUALITY

deceit, s, envy, slander, pride, • Mk 7:22

not in sexual immorality and s, • Rom 13:13

impurity, sexual immorality, and s • 2 Cor 12:21

evident: sexual immorality, impurity, s, • Gal 5:19

given themselves up to s, greedy • Eph 4:19

living in s, passions, drunkenness, • 1 Pt 4:3

And many will follow their s, • 2 Pt 2:2

pervert the grace of our God into s • Jude 4

SENT

receives me receives him who s me. • Mt 10:40

believes not in me but in him who s me. • Jn 12:44

are they to preach unless they are s? • Rom 10:15

of time had come, God s forth his Son, • Gal 4:4

SEPARATE

and let it s the waters from the waters.” • Gn 1:6

God has joined together, let not man s.” • Mt 19:6

and he will s people one from another • Mt 25:32

Who shall s us from the love of • Rom 8:35

and be s from them, says the Lord, • 2 Cor 6:17

SEPARATED

God, who has s you from the peoples. • Lv 20:24

at that time s from Christ, alienated • Eph 2:12

unstained, s from sinners, and exalted • Heb 7:26

SEPARATES

he who repeats a matter s close friends. • Prv 17:9

But if the unbelieving partner s, let it • 1 Cor 7:15

SEPARATION

iniquities have made a s between you • Is 59:2

to make a s between the holy and the • Ezk 42:20

SERAPHIM

Above him stood the s. Each had six • Is 6:2

Then one of the s flew to me, having • Is 6:6

SERPENT

Now the s was more crafty than any • Gn 3:1

So Moses made a bronze s and set it • Nm 21:9

if he asks for a fish, will give him a s? • Mt 7:10

And as Moses lifted up the s in the • Jn 3:14

And he seized the dragon, that ancient s, • Rv 20:2

SERPENTS

so be wise as s and innocent as doves. • Mt 10:16

authority to tread on s and scorpions, • Lk 10:19

SERVANT

“Speak, for your s hears.” • 1 Sm 3:10

Behold, my s shall act wisely; he • Is 52:13

“Behold, my s whom I have chosen, • Mt 12:18

be great among you must be your s, • Mt 20:26

“Who then is the faithful and wise s, • Mt 24:45

‘Well done, good and faithful s. • Mt 25:21

him, ‘You wicked and slothful s! • Mt 25:26

“Behold, I am the s of the Lord; • Lk 1:38

No s can serve two masters, • Lk 16:13

‘A s is not greater than his master.’ • Jn 15:20

the name of your holy s Jesus.” • Acts 4:30

I have made myself a s to all, • 1 Cor 9:19

emptied himself, by taking the form of a s, • Phil 2:7

s of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, • Jas 1:1

I am a fellow s with you and your • Rv 19:10

SERVANTS

persistently sent all my s the prophets • Jer 7:25

have not listened to your s the prophets, • Dn 9:6

wished to settle accounts with his s. • Mt 18:23

‘We are unworthy s; we have only • Lk 17:10

Calling ten of his s, he gave them ten • Lk 19:13

No longer do I call you s, for the • Jn 15:15

cover-up for evil, but living as s of God. • 1 Pt 2:16

until we have sealed the s of our God • Rv 7:3

SERVE

the older shall s the younger.” • Gn 25:23

to s the Lord your God with • Dt 10:12

my house, we will s the Lord.” • Jos 24:15

your God and him only shall you s.’” • Mt 4:10

of Man came not to be served but to s, • Mt 20:28

You cannot s God and money.” • Lk 16:13

but with my flesh I s the law of sin. • Rom 7:25

“The older will s the younger.” • Rom 9:12

in zeal, be fervent in spirit, s the Lord. • Rom 12:11

but through love s one another. • Gal 5:13

then let them s as deacons if they • 1 Tm 3:10

rather they must s all the better since • 1 Tm 6:2

from dead works to s the living God. • Heb 9:14

received a gift, use it to s one another, • 1 Pt 4:10

SERVES

If anyone s me, he must follow me; • Jn 12:26

Whoever thus s Christ is acceptable • Rom 14:18

as one who s by the strength that God • 1 Pt 4:11

SERVICE

if s, in our serving; the one • Rom 12:7

there are varieties of s, but the • 1 Cor 12:5

rendering s with a good will as to the • Eph 6:7

SET

I have s the Lord always • Ps 16:8

but to s the mind on the Spirit is life • Rom 8:6

S your minds on things that are above, • Col 3:2

SETH

a son and called his name S, • Gn 4:25

SEVEN

march around the city s times, • Jos 6:4

s that are an abomination to him: • Prv 6:16

there shall be s weeks. Then • Dn 9:25

I forgive him? As many as s times?” • Mt 18:21

Then it goes and brings s other spirits • Lk 11:26

John to the s churches that are in Asia: • Rv 1:4

who holds the s stars in his right • Rv 2:1

the Lamb opened one of the s seals, • Rv 6:1

s angels s golden bowls full • Rv 15:7

SEVENTH

And on the s day God finished his • Gn 2:2

but on the s day you shall rest; • Ex 23:12

God rested on the s day from all his • Heb 4:4

SEVENTY

of Jacob who came into Egypt were s. • Gn 46:27

it kept Sabbath, to fulfill s years. • 2 Chr 36:21

The years of our life are s, or even by • Ps 90:10

Then after s years are completed, I • Jer 25:12

of Jerusalem, namely, s years. • Dn 9:2

“S weeks are decreed about your • Dn 9:24

SEXUAL

Flee from s immorality. Every other • 1 Cor 6:18

We must not indulge in s immorality • 1 Cor 10:8

that you abstain from s immorality; • 1 Thes 4:3

to idols and practice s immorality. • Rv 2:14

SHADE

Lord is your s on your right • Ps 121:5

birds of the air can make nests in its s.” • Mk 4:32

SHADOW

take refuge in the s of your wings. • Ps 36:7

shall return and dwell beneath my s; • Hos 14:7

by at least his s might fall on some • Acts 5:15

These are a s of the things to come, • Col 2:17

law has but a s of the good things to • Heb 10:1

SHAKEN

salvation, my fortress; I shall not be s. • Ps 62:6

they were gathered together was s, • Acts 4:31

not to be quickly s in mind or • 2 Thes 2:2

receiving a kingdom that cannot be s, • Heb 12:28

SHALLUM

S the son of Jabesh began to reign in • 2 Kgs 15:13

SHALMANESER

him came up S king of Assyria. • 2 Kgs 17:3

S king of Assyria came up against • 2 Kgs 18:9

SHAME

in you I trust; let me not be put to s; • Ps 25:2

Then I shall not be put to s, having my • Ps 119:6

but the wicked brings s and disgrace. • Prv 13:5

Instead of your s there shall be a double • Is 61:7

I will change their glory into s. • Hos 4:7

hope does not put us to s, because • Rom 5:5

believes in him will not be put to s.” • Rom 10:11

is foolish in the world to s the wise; • 1 Cor 1:27

is their belly, and they glory in their s, • Phil 3:19

believes in him will not be put to s.” • 1 Pt 2:6

not shrink from him in s at his coming. • 1 Jn 2:28

SHARE

Is it not to s your bread with the hungry • Is 58:7

has two tunics is to s with him who • Lk 3:11

give me the s of property that is • Lk 15:12

not wash you, you have no s with me.” • Jn 13:8

now s in the nourishing root of the • Rom 11:17

Let the one who is taught the word s all • Gal 6:6

something to s with anyone in need. • Eph 4:28

to do good and to s what you have, • Heb 13:16

But rejoice insofar as you s Christ’s • 1 Pt 4:13

God will take away his s in the tree of • Rv 22:19

SHARES

for he s his bread with the poor. • Prv 22:9

to the one who s the faith of Abraham, • Rom 4:16

SHARON

I am a rose of S, a lily of the valleys. • Sg 2:1

S shall become a pasture for flocks, • Is 65:10

SHEAVES

shouts of joy, bringing his s with him. • Ps 126:6

SHEBA

Now when the queen of S heard of • 1 Kgs 10:1

SHECHEM

them were given S, the city of refuge • Jos 21:21

SHED

by man shall his blood be s, for God • Gn 9:6

and they make haste to s blood. • Prv 1:16

s from the foundation of the world, • Lk 11:50

“Their feet are swift to s blood; • Rom 3:15

For they have s the blood of saints • Rv 16:6

SHEDDING

and without the s of blood there is no • Heb 9:22

SHEEP

we are regarded as s to be slaughtered. • Ps 44:22

his people, and the s of his pasture. • Ps 100:3

I have gone astray like a lost s; seek • Ps 119:176

All we like s have gone astray; we • Is 53:6

“My people have been lost s. • Jer 50:6

will search for my s and will seek • Ezk 34:11

I will set them together like s in a fold, • Mi 2:12

like s without a shepherd • Mt 9:36

man has a hundred s, and one of them • Mt 18:12

shepherd separates the s from the goats. • Mt 25:32

for I have found my s that was lost.’ • Lk 15:6

The s hear his voice, and he calls • Jn 10:3

I lay down my life for the s. • Jn 10:15

My s hear my voice, and I • Jn 10:27

“Like a s he was led to the slaughter • Acts 8:32

are regarded as s to be slaughtered.” • Rom 8:36

you were straying like s, but have • 1 Pt 2:25

SHELTER

He who dwells in the s of the Most • Ps 91:1

for a refuge and a s from the storm • Is 4:6

throne will s them with his presence. • Rv 7:15

SHEM

Noah fathered S, Ham, and Japheth. • Gn 5:32

be the Lord, the God of S; • Gn 9:26

SHEOL

“No, I shall go down to S to my son, • Gn 37:35

so he who goes down to S does not • Jb 7:9

in S who will give you praise? • Ps 6:5

For you will not abandon my soul to S, • Ps 16:10

If I make my bed in S, you are there! • Ps 139:8

the rod, you will save his soul from S. • Prv 23:14

consigned to the gates of S for the rest • Is 38:10

out of the belly of S I cried, and you • Jon 2:2

His greed is as wide as S; like death • Hab 2:5

SHEPHERD

the God who has been my s all my life • Gn 48:15

‘You shall be s of my people Israel, • 2 Sm 5:2

The Lord is my s; I shall not • Ps 23:1

Be their s and carry them forever. • Ps 28:9

He will tend his flock like a s; • Is 40:11

will keep him as a s keeps his flock.’ • Jer 31:10

As a s seeks out his flock when he • Ezk 34:12

And he shall stand and s his flock • Mi 5:4

they are afflicted for lack of a s. • Zec 10:2

“Strike the s, and the sheep will • Zec 13:7

helpless, like sheep without a s. • Mt 9:36

For it is written, ‘I will strike the s, • Mt 26:31

I am the good s. The good s lays • Jn 10:11

Lord Jesus, the great s of the sheep, • Heb 13:20

returned to the S and Overseer of • 1 Pt 2:25

And when the chief S appears, you • 1 Pt 5:4

of the throne will be their s, and he • Rv 7:17

SHEPHERDS

they are s who have no understanding; • Is 56:11

“‘And I will give you s after my • Jer 3:15

“Woe to the s who destroy and scatter • Jer 23:1

region there were s out in the field, • Lk 2:8

evangelists, the s and teachers, • Eph 4:11

SHIELD

“Fear not, Abram, I am your s; • Gn 15:1

But you, O Lord, are a s • Ps 3:3

Lord is my strength and my s; • Ps 28:7

the Lord God is a sun and s; • Ps 84:11

take up the s of faith, with which you • Eph 6:16

SHINE

Lord make his face to s upon • Nm 6:25

bless us and make his face to s upon us, • Ps 67:1

A man’s wisdom makes his face s, and • Eccl 8:1

who are wise shall s like the brightness • Dn 12:3

let your light s before others, so that • Mt 5:16

Then the righteous will s like the sun • Mt 13:43

“Let light s out of darkness,” • 2 Cor 4:6

the dead, and Christ will s on you.” • Eph 5:14

among whom you s as lights in the • Phil 2:15

SHINES

which s brighter and brighter until • Prv 4:18

The light s in the darkness, and the • Jn 1:5

SHINING

away and the true light is already s. • 1 Jn 2:8

face was like the sun s in full strength. • Rv 1:16

SHONE

of his face s because he had been • Ex 34:29

his face s like the sun, and his clothes • Mt 17:2

and the glory of the Lord s around • Lk 2:9

out of darkness,” has s in our hearts • 2 Cor 4:6

SHORT

but the years of the wicked will be s. • Prv 10:27

of the elect those days will be cut s. • Mt 24:22

sinned and fall s of the glory of God, • Rom 3:23

SHOUT

people shall s with a great s, • Jos 6:5

with a great s when they praised • Ezr 3:11

S for joy in the Lord, O you • Ps 33:1

S for joy to God, all the earth; • Ps 66:1

SHOW

Moses said, “Please s me your glory.” • Ex 33:18

greater works than these will he s him, • Jn 5:20

“Lord, s us the Father, and it is enough • Jn 14:8

to s perfect courtesy toward all people. • Ti 3:2

and I will s you what must take place • Rv 4:1

SHOWERS

grass, like s that water the earth! • Ps 72:6

season; they shall be s of blessing. • Ezk 34:26

SHREWD

this world are more s in dealing with • Lk 16:8

SHRINK

not of those who s back and are • Heb 10:39

have confidence and not s from him • 1 Jn 2:28

SHROUD

body and wrapped it in a clean linen s • Mt 27:59

And Joseph bought a linen s, and • Mk 15:46

SHUT

He shall open, and none shall s; and • Is 22:22

For you s the kingdom of heaven in • Mt 23:13

open door, which no one is able to s. • Rv 3:8

SICK

Hope deferred makes the heart s, • Prv 13:12

with a word and healed all who were s. • Mt 8:16

s and in prison and you did not visit • Mt 25:43

s man answered him, “Sir, I have no • Jn 5:7

Is anyone among you s? Let him call • Jas 5:14

SICKNESS

I will take s away from among you. • Ex 23:25

A man’s spirit will endure s, but a • Prv 18:14

SIDE

“Who is on the Lord’s s? Come to • Ex 32:26

The Lord is on my s; I will not • Ps 118:6

God, who is at the Father’s s, he has • Jn 1:18

the soldiers pierced his s with a spear, • Jn 19:34

he showed them his hands and his s. • Jn 20:20

striving s by s for the faith • Phil 1:27

SIFT

to s the nations with the sieve of • Is 30:28

you, that he might s you like wheat, • Lk 22:31

SIGHT

I sinned and done what is evil in your s, • Ps 51:4

Precious in the s of the Lord is • Ps 116:15

He said, “Lord, let me recover my s.” • Lk 18:41

I went and washed and received my s.” • Jn 9:11

up, and a cloud took him out of their s. • Acts 1:9

And for three days he was without s, • Acts 9:9

and it is pleasing in the s of God our • 1 Tm 2:3

in us that which is pleasing in his s, • Heb 13:21

SIGN

And God said, “This is the s of the • Gn 9:12

it shall be a s of the covenant between • Gn 17:11

The blood shall be a s for you, on the • Ex 12:13

and adulterous generation seeks for a s, • Mt 12:39

generation seeks for a s, but no s • Mt 16:4

This is a clear s to them of their • Phil 1:28

This is the s of genuineness in every • 2 Thes 3:17

And a great s appeared in heaven: • Rv 12:1

SIGNS

him for all the s and the wonders that • Dt 34:11

he works s and wonders in heaven • Dn 6:27

arise and perform great s and wonders, • Mt 24:24

Now Jesus did many other s in the • Jn 20:30

the heavens above and s on the earth • Acts 2:19

For Jews demand s and Greeks seek • 1 Cor 1:22

while God also bore witness by s and • Heb 2:4

SILAS

sent Judas called Barsabbas, and S, • Acts 15:22

midnight Paul and S were praying • Acts 16:25

When S and Timothy arrived from • Acts 18:5

SILENCE

For God alone my soul waits in s; • Ps 62:1

a time to keep s, and a time to speak; • Eccl 3:7

let all the earth keep s before him.” • Hab 2:20

put to s the ignorance of foolish people. • 1 Pt 2:15

there was s in heaven for about half an • Rv 8:1

SILENT

For when I kept s, my bones wasted • Ps 32:3

you have done, and I have been s; • Ps 50:21

Even a fool who keeps s is considered • Prv 17:28

Be s before the Lord God! • Zep 1:7

But Jesus remained s. And the high • Mt 26:63

like a lamb before its shearer is s, • Acts 8:32

let each of them keep s in church • 1 Cor 14:28

SILOAM

tower in S fell and killed them: do you • Lk 13:4

wash in the pool of S” (which means • Jn 9:7

SILVER

Abram was very rich in livestock, in s, • Gn 13:2

Your s has become dross, your best • Is 1:22

The s is mine, and the gold is mine, • Hg 2:8

paid him thirty pieces of s. • Mt 26:15

Peter said, “I have no s and gold, but • Acts 3:6

“May your s perish with you, because • Acts 8:20

SIMEON

And she called his name S. • Gn 29:33

And S blessed them and said to Mary • Lk 2:34

Barnabas, S who was called Niger, • Acts 13:1

SIMON

“Blessed are you, S Bar-Jonah! For • Mt 16:17

found a man of Cyrene, S by name. • Mt 27:32

S, whom he named Peter, and Andrew • Lk 6:14

and S who was called the Zealot, • Lk 6:15

So S Peter went aboard and hauled • Jn 21:11

son of Alphaeus and S the Zealot and • Acts 1:13

He is lodging with one S, a tanner, • Acts 10:6

SIMPLE

Lord is sure, making wise the s; • Ps 19:7

The s believes everything, but the • Prv 14:15

and the s will learn prudence; • Prv 19:25

SIN

and be sure your s will find you out. • Nm 32:23

Be angry, and do not s; ponder in • Ps 4:4

no health in my bones because of my s. • Ps 38:3

and my s is ever before me. • Ps 51:3

that I might not s against you. • Ps 119:11

is taken away, and your s atoned for.” • Is 6:7

little ones who believe in me to s, • Mt 18:6

“Temptations to s are sure to come, • Lk 17:1

“Let him who is without s among you • Jn 8:7

made him to be s who knew no s, • 2 Cor 5:21

As for those who persist in s, rebuke • 1 Tm 5:20

been tempted as we are, yet without s. • Heb 4:15

when it has conceived gives birth to s, • Jas 1:15

to do and fails to do it, for him it is s. • Jas 4:17

He committed no s, neither was deceit • 1 Pt 2:22

If we say we have no s, we deceive • 1 Jn 1:8

SINAI

Lord came down on Mount S, • Ex 19:20

of the Lord dwelt on Mount S, • Ex 24:16

spoke to Moses on Mount S, saying, • Lv 25:1

SINCERE

led astray from a s and pure devotion • 2 Cor 11:3

with a s heart, as you would Christ, • Eph 6:5

a good conscience and a s faith. • 1 Tm 1:5

mercy and good fruits, impartial and s. • Jas 3:17

SINCERITY

serve him in s and in faithfulness. • Jos 24:14

godly s, not by earthly wisdom • 2 Cor 1:12

people-pleasers, but with s of heart, • Col 3:22

SINFUL

“Depart from me, for I am a s man, • Lk 5:8

into the hands of s men and be crucified • Lk 24:7

were living in the flesh, our s passions, • Rom 7:5

scoffing, following their own s desires. • 2 Pt 3:3

SING

“I will s to the Lord, • Ex 15:1

S to him a new song; play skillfully • Ps 33:3

at the works of your hands I s for joy. • Ps 92:4

S for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; • Is 49:13

I will s praise with my spirit, but I • 1 Cor 14:15

Is anyone cheerful? Let him s praise. • Jas 5:13

SINGING

Come into his presence with s! • Ps 100:2

on the earth, the time of s has come, • Sg 2:12

shall return and come to Zion with s; • Is 35:10

before you shall break forth into s, • Is 55:12

were praying and s hymns to God, • Acts 16:25

s psalms and hymns and spiritual • Col 3:16

SINGLE

anxious can add a s hour to his span • Mt 6:27

it is good for them to remain s as I am. • 1 Cor 7:8

SINK

I s in deep mire, where there is no • Ps 69:2

beginning to s he cried out, “Lord, save • Mt 14:30

both the boats, so that they began to s. • Lk 5:7

SINNED

“It may be that my children have s, • Jb 1:5

have I s and done what is evil in your • Ps 51:4

we have s and done wrong and acted • Dn 9:5

I have s against heaven and before you. • Lk 15:18

“Rabbi, who s, this man or his parents, • Jn 9:2

For all who have s without the law • Rom 2:12

for all have s and fall short of the glory • Rom 3:23

who s earlier and have not repented • 2 Cor 12:21

If we say we have not s, we make him • 1 Jn 1:10

SINNER

but one s destroys much good. • Eccl 9:18

is who is touching him, for she is a s.” • Lk 7:39

angels of God over one s who repents.” • Lk 15:10

‘God, be merciful to me, a s!’ • Lk 18:13

can a man who is a s do such signs?” • Jn 9:16

will become of the ungodly and the s?” • 1 Pt 4:18

SINNERS

nor stands in the way of s,  • Ps 1:1

therefore he instructs s in the way. • Ps 25:8

I came not to call the righteous, but s.” • Mt 9:13

of Man is betrayed into the hands of s. • Mt 26:45

is that to you? For even s do the same. • Lk 6:33

We know that God does not listen to s, • Jn 9:31

that while we were still s, Christ died • Rom 5:8

in Christ, we too were found to be s, • Gal 2:17

s, of whom I am the foremost. • 1 Tm 1:15

ungodly s have spoken against him.” • Jude 15

SINNING

Thus, s against your brothers and • 1 Cor 8:12

as is right, and do not go on s. • 1 Cor 15:34

For if we go on s deliberately after • Heb 10:26

No one who abides in him keeps on s; • 1 Jn 3:6

makes a practice of s is of the devil, • 1 Jn 3:8

SINS

your servant also from presumptuous s; • Ps 19:13

Remember not the s of my youth • Ps 25:7

secret s in the light of your presence. • Ps 90:8

not deal with us according to our s, • Ps 103:10

I will not remember your s. • Is 43:25

your s have hidden his face from • Is 59:2

the soul who s shall die. • Ezk 18:4

You will cast all our s into the depths • Mi 7:19

heart, my son; your s are forgiven.” • Mt 9:2

“If your brother s against you, go • Mt 18:15

out for many for the forgiveness of s. • Mt 26:28

and forgive us our s, for we ourselves • Lk 11:4

If you forgive the s of any, they • Jn 20:23

you were dead in the trespasses and s • Eph 2:1

SISTER

Say you are my s, that it may go well • Gn 12:13

is my brother and s and mother.” • Mt 12:50

If a brother or s is poorly clothed • Jas 2:15

SIT

“S at my right hand, until I • Ps 110:1

never lack a man to s on the throne of • Jer 33:17

I fall, I shall rise; when I s in darkness, • Mi 7:8

but to s at my right hand and at my left • Mt 20:23

said to my Lord, “S at my right hand, • Mt 22:44

feast, do not s down in a place of honor, • Lk 14:8

said to my Lord, “S at my right hand, • Acts 2:34

“You s here in a good place,” while • Jas 2:3

I will grant him to s with me on my • Rv 3:21

SITS

“To him who s on the throne and to • Rv 5:13

“Salvation belongs to our God who s • Rv 7:10

SKILL

him with the Spirit of God, with s, • Ex 35:31

and knowledge and s must leave • Eccl 2:21

them learning and s in all literature • Dn 1:17

SKIN

“S for s! All that a man has • Jb 2:4

after my s has been thus destroyed, • Jb 19:26

SKULL

Golgotha (which means Place of a S), • Mt 27:33

to the place called The Place of a S, • Jn 19:17

SKY

shine like the brightness of the s above; • Dn 12:3

how to interpret the appearance of the s, • Mt 16:3

The s vanished like a scroll that is being • Rv 6:14

SLACK

A s hand causes poverty, but the hand • Prv 10:4

Whoever is s in his work is a brother • Prv 18:9

SLAIN

I have s them by the words of my • Hos 6:5

“Worthy is the Lamb who was s, • Rv 5:12

of those who had been s for the word • Rv 6:9

SLANDER

who does not s with his tongue • Ps 15:3

and whoever utters s is a fool. • Prv 10:18

s, gossip, conceit, and disorder. • 2 Cor 12:20

anger and clamor and s be put away • Eph 4:31

s, and obscene talk from your mouth. • Col 3:8

give the adversary no occasion for s. • 1 Tm 5:14

deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all s. • 1 Pt 2:1

SLANDERED

when s, we entreat. We have become, • 1 Cor 4:13

when you are s, those who revile your • 1 Pt 3:16

SLANDERERS

s, haters of God, insolent, haughty, • Rom 1:30

be dignified, not s, but sober-minded, • 1 Tm 3:11

not s or slaves to much wine. • Ti 2:3

SLAUGHTER

us like sheep for s and have scattered • Ps 44:11

shepherd of the flock doomed to s. • Zec 11:4

he was led to the s and like a lamb • Acts 8:32

SLAVE

“Cast out this s woman with her son, • Gn 21:10

be first among you must be your s, • Mt 20:27

everyone who practices sin is a s to sin. • Jn 8:34

So you are no longer a s, but a son, • Gal 4:7

s, free; but Christ is all, and in all. • Col 3:11

SLAVERY

out from Egypt, out of the house of s, • Ex 13:3

not receive the spirit of s to fall back • Rom 8:15

do not submit again to a yoke of s. • Gal 5:1

fear of death were subject to lifelong s. • Heb 2:15

SLAVES

made the people of Israel work as s • Ex 1:13

you are s of the one whom you obey, • Rom 6:16

from sin and have become s of God, • Rom 6:22

but they themselves are s of corruption. • 2 Pt 2:19

SLAY

Though he s me, I will hope in him; • Jb 13:15

Affliction will s the wicked, and those • Ps 34:21

SLEEP

God caused a deep s to fall upon • Gn 2:21

going down, a deep s fell on Abram. • Gn 15:12

In peace I will both lie down and s; • Ps 4:8

keeps Israel will neither slumber nor s. • Ps 121:4

A little s, a little slumber, a little • Prv 6:10

Sweet is the s of a laborer, whether he • Eccl 5:12

And many of those who s in the dust • Dn 12:2

who were with him were heavy with s, • Lk 9:32

We shall not all s, but we shall all • 1 Cor 15:51

So then let us not s, as others do, but • 1 Thes 5:6

SLEEPING

is not dead but s.” And they laughed • Mt 9:24

to the disciples and found them s. • Mt 26:40

Peter was s between two soldiers, • Acts 12:6

SLEEPLESS

imprisonments, riots, labors, s nights, • 2 Cor 6:5

hardship, through many a s night, • 2 Cor 11:27

SLING

His s was in his hand, and he • 1 Sm 17:40

SLOTHFUL

while the s will be put to forced labor. • Prv 12:24

‘You wicked and s servant! You knew • Mt 25:26

Do not be s in zeal, be fervent in spirit • Rom 12:11

SLOW

a God merciful and gracious, s to anger, • Ex 34:6

s to anger and abounding in steadfast • Neh 9:17

s to anger and abounding in steadfast • Ps 103:8

If it seems s, wait for it; it will surely • Hab 2:3

and s of heart to believe all that the • Lk 24:25

to hear, s to speak, s to anger; • Jas 1:19

The Lord is not s to fulfill his promise • 2 Pt 3:9

SLUGGARD

Go to the ant, O s; consider her ways, • Prv 6:6

The desire of the s kills him, for his • Prv 21:25

The s says, “There is a lion outside! I • Prv 22:13

on its hinges, so does a s on his bed. • Prv 26:14

SMALL

“Behold, I am of s account; what shall • Jb 40:4

living things both s and great. • Ps 104:25

the day of s things shall rejoice, • Zec 4:10

So also the tongue is a s member, • Jas 3:5

SMALLEST

clan, and the s one a mighty nation; • Is 60:22

It is the s of all seeds, but when it • Mt 13:32

SMOKE

land went up like the s of a furnace. • Gn 19:28

Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in s • Ex 19:18

called, and the house was filled with s. • Is 6:4

below, blood, and fire, and vapor of s; • Acts 2:19

The s from her goes up forever and • Rv 19:3

SNARE

their gods, it will surely be a s to you.” • Ex 23:33

deliver you from the s of the fowler • Ps 91:3

escape from the s of the devil, • 2 Tm 2:26

SNOW

wash me, and I shall be whiter than s. • Ps 51:7

like scarlet, they shall be as white as s; • Is 1:18

his clothing was white as s, and the hair • Dn 7:9

lightning, and his clothing white as s. • Mt 28:3

SOBER

but to think with s judgment, • Rom 12:3

we belong to the day, let us be s, • 1 Thes 5:8

SOBER-MINDED

but s, faithful in all things. • 1 Tm 3:11

As for you, always be s, endure • 2 Tm 4:5

Older men are to be s, dignified, • Ti 2:2

your minds for action, and being s, • 1 Pt 1:13

Be s; be watchful. Your adversary • 1 Pt 5:8

SODOM

Now the men of S were wicked, great • Gn 13:13

Lord rained on S and Gomorrah sulfur • Gn 19:24

they proclaim their sin like S; • Is 3:9

As when God overthrew S and • Jer 50:40

works done in you had been done in S, • Mt 11:23

when Lot went out from S, fire and • Lk 17:29

turning the cities of S and Gomorrah to • 2 Pt 2:6

symbolically is called S and Egypt, • Rv 11:8

SOJOURNERS

your offspring will be s in a land that • Gn 15:13

The Lord watches over the s; • Ps 146:9

I urge you as s and exiles to abstain • 1 Pt 2:11

SOLD

swore to him and s his birthright to • Gn 25:33

s him to the Ishmaelites for twenty • Gn 37:28

drove out all who s and bought in the • Mt 21:12

s them and brought the proceeds • Acts 4:34

but I am of the flesh, s under sin. • Rom 7:14

SOLDIER

and a devout s from among those • Acts 10:7

Who serves as a s at his own expense? • 1 Cor 9:7

in suffering as a good s of Christ Jesus. • 2 Tm 2:3

No s gets entangled in civilian • 2 Tm 2:4

SOLDIERS

gave a sufficient sum of money to the s • Mt 28:12

S also asked him, “And we, what shall • Lk 3:14

When the s had crucified Jesus, • Jn 19:23

SOLEMN

‘Tomorrow is a day of s rest, a holy • Ex 16:23

I cannot endure iniquity and s assembly. • Is 1:13

Consecrate a fast; call a s assembly. • Jl 1:14

SOLITARY

God settles the s in a home; he leads • Ps 68:6

SOLOMON

he called his name S. • 2 Sm 12:24

King David has made S king, • 1 Kgs 1:43

S loved the Lord, walking • 1 Kgs 3:3

of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of S • 1 Kgs 10:4

Now King S loved many foreign • 1 Kgs 11:1

The proverbs of S, son of David, • Prv 1:1

yet I tell you, even S in all his glory • Mt 6:29

something greater than S is here. • Mt 12:42

in the temple, in the colonnade of S. • Jn 10:23

SON

“Take your s, your only s Isaac, • Gn 22:2

behold, I will kill your firstborn s.’” • Ex 4:23

said to me, “You are my S; today I • Ps 2:7

A wise s hears his father’s instruction, • Prv 13:1

Discipline your s, for there is hope; • Prv 19:18

out of Egypt I called my s. • Hos 11:1

no one knows the S except the Father, • Mt 11:27

the Christ, the S of the living God.” • Mt 16:16

“Truly this was the S of God!” • Mt 27:54

“You are my beloved S; with you I am • Lk 3:22

divided, father against s and s • Lk 12:53

when the S of Man comes, will he find • Lk 18:8

For the S of Man came to seek and to • Lk 19:10

his mother, “Woman, behold, your s!” • Jn 19:26

not spare his own S but gave him up • Rom 8:32

S himself will also be subjected • 1 Cor 15:28

but a s, and if a s, then an heir • Gal 4:7

how as a s with a father he has served • Phil 2:22

last days he has spoken to us by his S, • Heb 1:2

God sent his only S into the world, • 1 Jn 4:9

Whoever has the S has life; • 1 Jn 5:12

‘The words of the S of God, who has • Rv 2:18

seated on the cloud one like a s of man • Rv 14:14

SONG

Lord is my strength and my s, • Ex 15:2

He put a new s in my mouth, • Ps 40:3

Sing to the Lord a new s, • Ps 149:1

God is my strength and my s, • Is 12:2

they sang a new s, saying, “Worthy • Rv 5:9

SONGS

my Maker, who gives s in the night, • Jb 35:10

Shout to God with loud s of joy! • Ps 47:1

Whoever sings s to a heavy heart is • Prv 25:20

of them shall come s of thanksgiving, • Jer 30:19

SONS

for they shall be called s of God. • Mt 5:9

“What do you think? A man had two s. • Mt 21:28

“The s of this age marry and are given • Lk 20:34

that you may become s of light.” • Jn 12:36

led by the Spirit of God are s of God. • Rom 8:14

and you shall be s and daughters to • 2 Cor 6:18

faith who are the s of Abraham. • Gal 3:7

so that we might receive adoption as s. • Gal 4:5

have to endure. God is treating you as s. • Heb 12:7

SOON

for s my salvation will come, and my • Is 56:1

The God of peace will s crush Satan • Rom 16:20

“Surely I am coming s.” Amen. • Rv 22:20

SORCERERS

I will be a swift witness against the s, • Mal 3:5

Outside are the dogs and s and • Rv 22:15

SORROW

My soul melts away for s; • Ps 119:28

but by s of heart the spirit is crushed. • Prv 15:13

who increases knowledge increases s. • Eccl 1:18

S is better than laughter, for by sadness • Eccl 7:3

joy, and s and sighing shall flee away. • Is 35:10

sorrowful, but your s will turn into joy. • Jn 16:20

I have great s and unceasing anguish • Rom 9:2

also, lest I should have s upon s. • Phil 2:27

SORROWFUL

young man heard this he went away s, • Mt 19:22

he said to them, “My soul is very s, • Mt 26:38

SORROWS

and rejected by men; a man of s, • Is 53:3

borne our griefs and carried our s; yet • Is 53:4

one endures s while suffering unjustly. • 1 Pt 2:19

SORRY

I confess my iniquity; I am s for my sin. • Ps 38:18

And the king was s, but because of his • Mt 14:9

SOUGHT

I s the Lord, and he answered • Ps 34:4

wide place, for I have s your precepts. • Ps 119:45

SOUL

with all your s and with all your • Dt 6:5

Lord is perfect, reviving the s; • Ps 19:7

Why are you cast down, O my s, • Ps 42:11

My s longs, yes, faints for the courts • Ps 84:2

Bless the Lord, O my s, and all • Ps 103:1

But I have calmed and quieted my s, • Ps 131:2

your works; my s knows it very well. • Ps 139:14

The s who sins shall die. • Ezk 18:20

who kill the body but cannot kill the s. • Mt 10:28

with all your s and with all your • Mt 22:37

This night your s is required of you, • Lk 12:20

good health, as it goes well with your s. • 3 Jn 2

SOULS

walk in it, and find rest for your s. • Jer 6:16

heart, and you will find rest for your s. • Mt 11:29

word, which is able to save your s. • Jas 1:21

Having purified your s by your • 1 Pt 1:22

entrust their s to a faithful Creator • 1 Pt 4:19

SOUND

coming was like the s of many waters, • Ezk 43:2

came from heaven a s like a mighty • Acts 2:2

people will not endure s teaching, • 2 Tm 4:3

waters and like the s of mighty peals • Rv 19:6

SOUR

my thirst they gave me s wine to drink. • Ps 69:21

“‘The fathers have eaten s grapes, • Jer 31:29

took a sponge, filled it with s wine, • Mt 27:48

SOVEREIGN

to God and said, “S Lord, who made • Acts 4:24

blessed and only S, the King of kings • 1 Tm 6:15

“O S Lord, holy and true, how long • Rv 6:10

SOW

six years you shall s your land and • Ex 23:10

who plow iniquity and s trouble reap • Jb 4:8

Those who s in tears shall reap with • Ps 126:5

S for yourselves righteousness; reap • Hos 10:12

they neither s nor reap nor gather • Mt 6:26

“A sower went out to s. • Mt 13:3

deposit, and reap what you did not s.’ • Lk 19:21

What you s does not come to life • 1 Cor 15:36

SOWS

Whoever s injustice will reap calamity, • Prv 22:8

“The one who s the good seed is • Mt 13:37

The sower s the word. • Mk 4:14

‘One s and another reaps.’ • Jn 4:37

is this: whoever s sparingly will also • 2 Cor 9:6

God is not mocked, for whatever one s, • Gal 6:7

SPAN

and marked off the heavens with a s, • Is 40:12

can add a single hour to his s of life? • Mt 6:27

SPARE

he is in your hand; only s his life.” • Jb 2:6

He who did not s his own Son but • Rom 8:32

if God did not s the natural branches, • Rom 11:21

For if God did not s angels when they • 2 Pt 2:4

SPARES

Whoever s the rod hates his son, • Prv 13:24

I will spare them as a man s his son • Mal 3:17

SPARKS

man is born to trouble as the s fly • Jb 5:7

SPARROW

Even the s finds a home, and the • Ps 84:3

I am like a lonely s on the housetop. • Ps 102:7

SPARROWS

Are not two s sold for a penny? • Mt 10:29

you are of more value than many s. • Mt 10:31

SPEAK

With him I s mouth to mouth, clearly, • Nm 12:8

“Give ear, O heavens, and I will s, • Dt 32:1

Behold, I do not know how to s, for I • Jer 1:6

the wilderness, and s tenderly to her. • Hos 2:14

how you are to s or what you are • Mt 10:19

Jesus said to her, “I who s to you • Jn 4:26

let each one of you s the truth with his • Eph 4:25

So s and so act as those who are to be • Jas 2:12

SPEAKS

“The Spirit of the Lord s by me; • 2 Sm 23:2

his faith, though he died, he still s. • Heb 11:4

SPEAR

So David took the s and the jar of • 1 Sm 26:12

he breaks the bow and shatters the s; • Ps 46:9

SPEARS

and their s into pruning hooks; • Is 2:4

and your pruning hooks into s; • Jl 3:10

SPEECH

but I am slow of s and of tongue.” • Ex 4:10

drop as the rain, my s distill as the dew, • Dt 32:2

Day to day pours out s, and night to • Ps 19:2

whose s is gracious, will have the king • Prv 22:11

to you in figures of s but will tell you • Jn 16:25

of God with lofty s or wisdom. • 1 Cor 2:1

excel in everythingin faith, in s, in • 2 Cor 8:7

Let your s always be gracious, • Col 4:6

and sound s that cannot be condemned, • Ti 2:8

SPEND

I will most gladly s and be spent for • 2 Cor 12:15

ask wrongly, to s it on your passions. • Jas 4:3

SPENT

physicians, and had s all that she had, • Mk 5:26

when he had s everything, a severe • Lk 15:14

SPICES

s for the anointing oil and for the • Ex 25:6

tomb, taking the s they had prepared. • Lk 24:1

SPIES

men who had been s went in and • Jos 6:23

So they watched him and sent s, • Lk 20:20

SPIRIT

“My S shall not abide in man forever, • Gn 6:3

I have filled him with the S of God, • Ex 31:3

a harmful s from God is tormenting • 1 Sm 16:15

be a double portion of your s on me.” • 2 Kgs 2:9

You gave your good S to instruct • Neh 9:20

The S of God has made me, • Jb 33:4

Into your hand I commit my s; • Ps 31:5

Where shall I go from your S? • Ps 139:7

Let your good S lead me on level • Ps 143:10

but the Lord weighs the s. • Prv 16:2

and the s returns to God who gave it. • Eccl 12:7

I have put my S upon him; • Is 42:1

that I will pour out my S on all flesh; • Jl 2:28

I will put my S upon him, and he will • Mt 12:18

with a loud voice and yielded up his s. • Mt 27:50

child grew and became strong in s, • Lk 1:80

“The S of the Lord is upon me, • Lk 4:18

into your hands I commit my s!” • Lk 23:46

unless one is born of water and the S, • Jn 3:5

God is s, and those who worship him • Jn 4:24

It is the S who gives life; • Jn 6:63

set their minds on the things of the S. • Rom 8:5

are varieties of gifts, but the same S; • 1 Cor 12:4

the S of the Lord is, there is freedom. • 2 Cor 3:17

But the fruit of the S is love, joy, • Gal 5:22

Do not quench the S. • 1 Thes 5:19

I was in the S on the Lord’s day, • Rv 1:10

SPIRITS

he cast out the s with a word • Mt 8:16

the s are subject to you, but rejoice • Lk 10:20

the evil s came out of them. • Acts 19:12

all ministering s sent out to serve • Heb 1:14

proclaimed to the s in prison, • 1 Pt 3:19

God of the s of the prophets, has sent • Rv 22:6

SPIRITUAL

s truths to those who are s. • 1 Cor 2:13

Now concerning s gifts, • 1 Cor 12:1

a natural body; it is raised a s body. • 1 Cor 15:44

with every s blessing in the heavenly • Eph 1:3

will in all s wisdom and understanding, • Col 1:9

SPIT

Then they s in his face and struck • Mt 26:67

and shamefully treated and s upon. • Lk 18:32

nor cold, I will s you out of my mouth. • Rv 3:16

SPLENDOR

Worship the Lord in the s of • Ps 96:9

You are clothed with s and majesty, • Ps 104:1

present the church to himself in s, • Eph 5:27

SPLIT

under him, and the valleys will s open, • Mi 1:4

of Olives shall be s in two from east • Zec 14:4

SPOKE

“No one ever s like this man!” • Jn 7:46

God s to our fathers by the prophets, • Heb 1:1

but men s from God as they were • 2 Pt 1:21

SPOKEN

Glorious things of you are s, O city • Ps 87:3

that I have s to you are spirit and life. • Jn 6:63

SPOT

without s or wrinkle or any such • Eph 5:27

be found by him without s or blemish, • 2 Pt 3:14

SPRING

in him a s of water welling up to eternal • Jn 4:14

SPRINKLING

s it over the mercy seat and in front • Lv 16:15

the s of defiled persons with the ashes • Heb 9:13

Jesus Christ and for s with his blood: • 1 Pt 1:2

SPY

“Send men to s out the land of Canaan, • Nm 13:2

who slipped in to s out our freedom • Gal 2:4

STAFF

Moses took the s of God in his hand. • Ex 4:20

And I took my s Favor, and I broke it, • Zec 11:10

the manna, and Aaron’s s that budded, • Heb 9:4

STAND

said to the people, “Fear not, s firm, • Ex 14:13

“Who is able to s before the Lord, • 1 Sm 6:20

the wicked will not s in the judgment, • Ps 1:5

glorify him, and s in awe of him, • Ps 22:23

but the house of the righteous will s. • Prv 12:7

the wall and s in the breach before • Ezk 22:30

by faith into this grace in which we s, • Rom 5:2

For we will all s before the judgment • Rom 14:10

S therefore, having fastened on the belt • Eph 6:14

is the true grace of God. S firm in it. • 1 Pt 5:12

STANDING

on which you are s is holy ground.” • Ex 3:5

if you are s fast in the Lord. • 1 Thes 3:8

great and small, s before the throne, • Rv 20:12

STANDS

to contend; he s to judge peoples. • Is 3:13

thinks that he s take heed lest he fall. • 1 Cor 10:12

STAR

a s shall come out of Jacob, • Nm 24:17

When they saw the s, they rejoiced • Mt 2:10

I saw a s fallen from heaven to earth, • Rv 9:1

of David, the bright morning s.” • Rv 22:16

STARS

lesser light to rule the nightand the s. • Gn 1:16

heaven, and number the s, if you are • Gn 15:5

when the morning s sang together and • Jb 38:7

to righteousness, like the s forever • Dn 12:3

as many as the s of heaven and as • Heb 11:12

In his right hand he held seven s, from • Rv 1:16

STATURE

in wisdom and in s and in favor with • Lk 2:52

he could not, because he was small in s. • Lk 19:3

STATUTES

and his s I did not put away from me. • Ps 18:22

may be steadfast in keeping your s! • Ps 119:5

STEADFAST

but showing s love to thousands • Dt 5:10

but my s love will not depart from • 2 Sm 7:15

but s love surrounds the one who trusts • Ps 32:10

O God, according to your s love; • Ps 51:1

is good, for his s love endures forever. • Ps 136:1

What is desired in a man is s love, • Prv 19:22

The s love of the Lord never • Lam 3:22

be s, immovable, always abounding • 1 Cor 15:58

continue in the faith, stable and s, • Col 1:23

who remains s under trial, for when • Jas 1:12

STEADFASTNESS

the love of God and to the s of Christ. • 2 Thes 3:5

testing of your faith produces s. • Jas 1:3

and self-control with s, and s • 2 Pt 1:6

STEAL

“You shall not s. • Ex 20:15

and where thieves break in and s, • Mt 6:19

preach against stealing, do you s? • Rom 2:21

You shall not murder, You shall not s, • Rom 13:9

Let the thief no longer s, but rather • Eph 4:28

STEPHEN

whole gathering, and they chose S, • Acts 6:5

And S, full of grace and power, was • Acts 6:8

And as they were stoning S, he called • Acts 7:59

that arose over S traveled as far • Acts 11:19

STEPS

The s of a man are established by the • Ps 37:23

but the prudent gives thought to his s. • Prv 14:15

so that you might follow in his s. • 1 Pt 2:21

STEWARDS

Moreover, it is required of s that they • 1 Cor 4:2

as good s of God’s varied grace: • 1 Pt 4:10

STEWARDSHIP

I am still entrusted with a s. • 1 Cor 9:17

heard of the s of God’s grace • Eph 3:2

according to the s from God that • Col 1:25

rather than the s from God that • 1 Tm 1:4

STIFF-NECKED

and behold, it is a s people. • Ex 32:9

“You s people, uncircumcised in heart • Acts 7:51

STILL

Be s before the Lord and wait • Ps 37:7

“Be s, and know that I am God. • Ps 46:10

The sun and moon stood s in their • Hab 3:11

s do right, and the holy s be holy.” • Rv 22:11

STING

O Sheol, where is your s? • Hos 13:14

O death, where is your s?” • 1 Cor 15:55

The s of death is sin, and the power • 1 Cor 15:56

STONE

this s shall be a witness against us, • Jos 24:27

Philistine with a sling and with a s, • 1 Sm 17:50

lest you strike your foot against a s. • Ps 91:12

The s that the builders rejected has • Ps 118:22

foundation in Zion, a s, a tested s, • Is 28:16

I will remove the heart of s from • Ezk 11:19

a s was cut out by no human hand, • Dn 2:34

asks him for bread, will give him a s? • Mt 7:9

“‘The s that the builders rejected • Mt 21:42

he rolled a great s to the entrance of • Mt 27:60

command this s to become bread.” • Lk 4:3

be the first to throw a s at her.” • Jn 8:7

This Jesus is the s that was rejected by • Acts 4:11

I am laying in Zion a s of stumbling, • Rom 9:33

a living s rejected by men but in the • 1 Pt 2:4

STONED

cast him out of the city and s him. • Acts 7:58

I was beaten with rods. Once I was s. • 2 Cor 11:25

They were s, they were sawn in two, • Heb 11:37

STONES

chose five smooth s from the brook • 1 Sm 17:40

God is able from these s to raise up • Mt 3:9

were silent, the very s would cry out.” • Lk 19:40

STORM

He made the s be still, and the waves • Ps 107:29

a shelter from the s and a shade from • Is 25:4

there arose a great s on the sea, • Mt 8:24

springs and mists driven by a s. • 2 Pt 2:17

STRAIGHT

enemies; make your way s before me. • Ps 5:8

and your gaze be s before you. • Prv 4:25

of the blameless keeps his way s, • Prv 11:5

make s in the desert a highway for our • Is 40:3

“Rise and go to the street called S, • Acts 9:11

STRANGE

stirred him to jealousy with s gods; • Dt 32:16

For by people of s lips and with • Is 28:11

For you bring some s things to our • Acts 17:20

STRANGER

I was a s and you welcomed me, • Mt 25:35

A s they will not follow, but they will • Jn 10:5

STRANGERS

So then you are no longer s and aliens, • Eph 2:19

they were s and exiles on • Heb 11:13

Do not neglect to show hospitality to s, • Heb 13:2

STRAW

longer give the people s to make bricks, • Ex 5:7

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, s • 1 Cor 3:12

STRAY

me, but I do not s from your precepts. • Ps 119:110

to her ways; do not s into her paths, • Prv 7:25

STREAM

of the nations like an overflowing s; • Is 66:12

righteousness like an ever-flowing s. • Am 5:24

STREAMS

He is like a tree planted by s of water • Ps 1:3

As a deer pants for flowing s, • Ps 42:1

All s run to the sea, but the sea is not • Eccl 1:7

the storm, like s of water in a dry place, • Is 32:2

STREET

Wisdom cries aloud in the s, in the • Prv 1:20

in the synagogues and at the s corners, • Mt 6:5

and the s of the city was pure gold, • Rv 21:21

STRENGTH

equipped me with s for the battle; • 2 Sm 22:40

Seek the Lord and his s; • 1 Chr 16:11

joy of the Lord is your s.” • Neh 8:10

Lord is my s and my shield; • Ps 28:7

but God is the s of my heart and my • Ps 73:26

Blessed are those whose s is in you, • Ps 84:5

Seek the Lord and his s; • Ps 105:4

my Lord, the s of my salvation, • Ps 140:7

A wise man is full of s, and a man • Prv 24:5

S and dignity are her clothing, and she • Prv 31:25

all your mind and with all your s.’ • Mk 12:30

may have s to comprehend with all • Eph 3:18

STRENGTHEN

s me according to your word! • Ps 119:28

S the weak hands, and make firm the • Is 35:3

I will s you, I will help you, I will • Is 41:10

have turned again, s your brothers.” • Lk 22:32

hands and s your weak knees, • Heb 12:12

STRENGTHENED

grant you to be s with power through • Eph 3:16

You then, my child, be s by the grace • 2 Tm 2:1

Lord stood by me and s me, • 2 Tm 4:17

it is good for the heart to be s by grace, • Heb 13:9

STRENGTHENS

do all things through him who s me. • Phil 4:13

STRETCH

“S out your hand.” And the man • Mt 12:13

you are old, you will s out your hands, • Jn 21:18

while you s out your hand to heal, and • Acts 4:30

STRETCHED

created the heavens and s them out, • Is 42:5

who s out the heavens and founded • Zec 12:1

Jesus s out his hand and touched • Mt 8:3

STRIFE

By insolence comes nothing but s, • Prv 13:10

A hot-tempered man stirs up s, but • Prv 15:18

Who has sorrow? Who has s? • Prv 23:29

They are full of envy, murder, s, deceit, • Rom 1:29

there is jealousy and s among you, • 1 Cor 3:3

STRIKE

and you shall s the rock, and water • Ex 17:6

lest you s your foot against a stone. • Ps 91:12

lest you s your foot against a stone.’” • Lk 4:11

if what I said is right, why do you s • Jn 18:23

STRONG

Be s and courageous. Do not fear • Dt 31:6

Be s and courageous, for you shall • Jos 1:6

This God is my s refuge • 2 Sm 22:33

Their Redeemer is s; the Lord • Jer 50:34

We who are s have an obligation to • Rom 15:1

is weak in the world to shame the s; • 1 Cor 1:27

firm in the faith, act like men, be s. • 1 Cor 16:13

Finally, be s in the Lord • Eph 6:10

sword, were made s out of weakness, • Heb 11:34

STRONGHOLD

The Lord is a s for the • Ps 9:9

he is their s in the time of trouble. • Ps 37:39

Lord, my strength and my s, • Jer 16:19

The Lord is good, a s in • Na 1:7

STRUGGLE

how great a s I have for you • Col 2:1

In your s against sin you have not yet • Heb 12:4

STUBBORN

righteousness, for you are a s people. • Dt 9:6

So I gave them over to their s hearts, • Ps 81:12

Like a s heifer, Israel is s; • Hos 4:16

STUDY

Ezra had set his heart to s the Law of • Ezr 7:10

and much s is a weariness • Eccl 12:12

STUMBLE

nothing can make them s. • Ps 119:165

way securely, and your foot will not s. • Prv 3:23

straight path in which they shall not s, • Jer 31:9

walks in the day, he does not s, • Jn 11:9

that causes your brother to s. • Rom 14:21

eat meat, lest I make my brother s. • 1 Cor 8:13

For we all s in many ways. And if • Jas 3:2

They s because they disobey • 1 Pt 2:8

STUMBLING

and a rock of s to both houses • Is 8:14

They have stumbled over the s stone, • Rom 9:32

a s block and a retribution for them; • Rom 11:9

never to put a s block or hindrance • Rom 14:13

a s block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, • 1 Cor 1:23

become a s block to the weak. • 1 Cor 8:9

and in him there is no cause for s. • 1 Jn 2:10

to keep you from s and to present • Jude 24

SUBDUE

fill the earth and s it, and have dominion • Gn 1:28

to s nations before him and to loose • Is 45:1

No one had the strength to s him. • Mk 5:4

SUBJECT

even the demons are s to us in your • Lk 10:17

Let every person be s to the governing • Rom 13:1

enables him even to s all things to • Phil 3:21

we not much more be s to the Father • Heb 12:9

Be s for the Lord’s sake to every • 1 Pt 2:13

SUBJECTED

For the creation was s to futility, not • Rom 8:20

that God s the world to come, • Heb 2:5

and powers having been s to him. • 1 Pt 3:22

SUBJECTION

Therefore one must be in s, not only • Rom 13:5

put all things in s under his feet.” • 1 Cor 15:27

putting everything in s under his feet.” • Heb 2:8

SUBMISSION

to speak, but should be in s, as the • 1 Cor 14:34

because of your s that comes from your • 2 Cor 9:13

SUBMISSIVE

came to Nazareth and was s to them. • Lk 2:51

with all dignity keeping his children s, • 1 Tm 3:4

kind, and s to their own husbands, • Ti 2:5

Remind them to be s to rulers • Ti 3:1

SUBMIT

to God, for it does not s to God’s law; • Rom 8:7

they did not s to God’s righteousness. • Rom 10:3

Wives, s to your own husbands, • Eph 5:22

Wives, s to your husbands, as is fitting • Col 3:18

Obey your leaders and s to them, for • Heb 13:17

S yourselves therefore to God. • Jas 4:7

SUBMITS

Now as the church s to Christ, so also • Eph 5:24

SUBMITTING

s to one another out of reverence for • Eph 5:21

by s to their own husbands, • 1 Pt 3:5

SUCCEED

believe his prophets, and you will s.” • 2 Chr 20:20

fail, but with many advisers they s. • Prv 15:22

strength, but wisdom helps one to s. • Eccl 10:10

SUCCESS

that you may have good s wherever • Jos 1:7

David had s in all his undertakings, • 1 Sm 18:14

and give s to your servant today, • Neh 1:11

O Lord, we pray, give us s! • Ps 118:25

SUFFER

he must go to Jerusalem and s many • Mt 16:21

of Man will certainly s at their hands.” • Mt 17:12

eat this Passover with you before I s. • Lk 22:15

the prophets, that his Christ would s, • Acts 3:18

counted worthy to s dishonor for the • Acts 5:41

with Christ, provided we s with him in • Rom 8:17

endure the same sufferings that we s. • 2 Cor 1:6

believe in him but also s for his sake, • Phil 1:29

that we were to s affliction, • 1 Thes 3:4

For it is better to s for doing good, if • 1 Pt 3:17

Do not fear what you are about to s. • Rv 2:10

SUFFERED

For you s the same things from your • 1 Thes 2:14

he himself has s when tempted, • Heb 2:18

learned obedience through what he s. • Heb 5:8

Jesus also s outside the gate in order • Heb 13:12

because Christ also s for you, • 1 Pt 2:21

For Christ also s once for sins, the • 1 Pt 3:18

whoever has s in the flesh has ceased • 1 Pt 4:1

SUFFERING

for they saw that his s was very great. • Jb 2:13

knowing that s produces endurance, • Rom 5:3

but share in s for the gospel by the • 2 Tm 1:8

of their salvation perfect through s. • Heb 2:10

Is anyone among you s? Let him pray. • Jas 5:13

one endures sorrows while s unjustly. • 1 Pt 2:19

s wrong as the wage for their • 2 Pt 2:13

SUFFERINGS

For I consider that the s of this present • Rom 8:18

as we share abundantly in Christ’s s, • 2 Cor 1:5

his resurrection, and may share his s, • Phil 3:10

Now I rejoice in my s for your sake, • Col 1:24

when he predicted the s of Christ and • 1 Pt 1:11

SUFFERS

for he is an epileptic and he s terribly. • Mt 17:15

If one member s, all suffer together; • 1 Cor 12:26

Yet if anyone s as a Christian, let • 1 Pt 4:16

SUFFICIENCY

from us, but our s is from God, • 2 Cor 3:5

so that having all s in all things at all • 2 Cor 9:8

SUFFICIENT

S for the day is its own trouble. • Mt 6:34

“My grace is s for you, for my power • 2 Cor 12:9

SUN

And the s stood still, and the moon • Jos 10:13

like the s shining forth on a cloudless • 2 Sm 23:4

In them he has set a tent for the s, • Ps 19:4

from the rising of the s to its setting. • Ps 50:1

The s shall not strike you by day, • Ps 121:6

So the s turned back on the dial the ten • Is 38:8

The s shall be no more your light by day, • Is 60:19

The s and the moon are darkened, • Jl 2:10

For he makes his s rise on the evil and • Mt 5:45

of those days the s will be darkened, • Mt 24:29

the s shall be turned to darkness • Acts 2:20

do not let the s go down on your anger, • Eph 4:26

need no light of lamp or s, for • Rv 22:5

SUPERIOR

having become as much s to angels • Heb 1:4

that the inferior is blessed by the s. • Heb 7:7

SUPPER

rose from s. He laid aside his outer • Jn 13:4

it is not the Lord’s s that you eat. • 1 Cor 11:20

invited to the marriage s of the Lamb.” • Rv 19:9

SUPPLICATION

making s for all the saints, • Eph 6:18

by prayer and s with thanksgiving let • Phil 4:6

SUPPLICATIONS

I urge that s, prayers, intercessions, • 1 Tm 2:1

Jesus offered up prayers and s, • Heb 5:7

SUPPLY

their abundance may s your need, • 2 Cor 8:14

And my God will s every need • Phil 4:19

SURE

All your commandments are s; • Ps 119:86

For I am s that neither death nor life, • Rom 8:38

SURPASSES

because of the glory that s it. • 2 Cor 3:10

the love of Christ that s knowledge, • Eph 3:19

of God, which s all understanding, • Phil 4:7

SURPASSING

show that the s power belongs to God • 2 Cor 4:7

because of the s grace of God upon • 2 Cor 9:14

SURROUNDED

Therefore, since we are s by so great a • Heb 12:1

of the earth and s the camp of the saints • Rv 20:9

SURROUNDS

but steadfast love s the one who trusts • Ps 32:10

so the Lord s his people, • Ps 125:2

SUSTAIN

on the Lord, and he will s you; • Ps 55:22

who will s you to the end, guiltless in • 1 Cor 1:8

SWEAR

what is false and does not s deceitfully. • Ps 24:4

to those of old, ‘You shall not s falsely, • Mt 5:33

But above all, my brothers, do not s, • Jas 5:12

SWEAT

By the s of your face you shall eat • Gn 3:19

and his s became like great drops • Lk 22:44

SWEET

into the water, and the water became s. • Ex 15:25

How s are your words to my taste, • Ps 119:103

lie down, your sleep will be s. • Prv 3:24

A desire fulfilled is s to the soul, but • Prv 13:19

and it was in my mouth as s as honey. • Ezk 3:3

It was s as honey in my mouth, but • Rv 10:10

SWORD

a flaming s that turned every way to • Gn 3:24

Lord saves not with s and spear. • 1 Sm 17:47

I have not come to bring peace, but a s. • Mt 10:34

For all who take the s will perish by • Mt 26:52

for he does not bear the s in vain. • Rom 13:4

of salvation, and the s of the Spirit, • Eph 6:17

active, sharper than any two-edged s, • Heb 4:12

his mouth came a sharp two-edged s, • Rv 1:16

mouth comes a sharp s with which to • Rv 19:15

SWORDS

Beat your plowshares into s, • Jl 3:10

they shall beat their s into plowshares, • Mi 4:3

him a great crowd with s and clubs, • Mt 26:47

SYMPATHY

in the Spirit, any affection and s, • Phil 2:1

unity of mind, s, brotherly love, • 1 Pt 3:8

SYNAGOGUE

hometown he taught them in their s, • Mt 13:54

he went to the s on the Sabbath day, • Lk 4:16

named Jairus, who was a ruler of the s. • Lk 8:41

But the ruler of the s, indignant • Lk 13:14

that they would not be put out of the s; • Jn 12:42

SYNAGOGUES

over to courts and flog you in their s, • Mt 10:17

at feasts and the best seats in the s • Mt 23:6

SYRIA

So his fame spread throughout all S, • Mt 4:24

when Quirinius was governor of S. • Lk 2:2

in Antioch and S and Cilicia, • Acts 15:23

I went into the regions of S and Cilicia. • Gal 1:21

	


T (TOP)

TABERNACLE

you concerning the pattern of the t, • Ex 25:9

glory of the Lord filled the t. • Ex 40:34

TABITHA

turning to the body he said, “T, arise.” • Acts 9:40

TABLE

“You shall make a t of acacia wood. • Ex 25:23

“Can God spread a t in the wilderness? • Ps 78:19

crumbs that fall from their masters’ t.” • Mt 15:27

“Let their t become a snare and a trap, • Rom 11:9

cannot partake of the t of the Lord • 1 Cor 10:21

TABLES

preaching the word of God to serve t. • Acts 6:2

TABLET

write them on the t of your heart. • Prv 7:3

it is engraved on the t of their heart, • Jer 17:1

TABLETS

that I may give you the t of stone, • Ex 24:12

The t were the work of God, and the • Ex 32:16

mountain and put the t in the ark • Dt 10:5

TAIL

will make you the head and not the t, • Dt 28:13

His t swept down a third of the stars • Rv 12:4

TAKE

You shall not add to it or t from it. • Dt 12:32

Do not t to heart all the things that • Eccl 7:21

“T, eat; this is my body.” • Mt 26:26

‘Rise, t up your bed and walk’? • Mk 2:9

deny himself and t up his cross • Mk 8:34

“T nothing for your journey, • Lk 9:3

down my life that I may t it up again. • Jn 10:17

we cannot t anything out of the world. • 1 Tm 6:7

T hold of the eternal life to which you • 1 Tm 6:12

TAKEN

and judgment he was t away; • Is 53:8

even what he has will be t away. • Mt 13:12

t up from you into heaven, will come • Acts 1:11

TAKES

Blessed is the man who t refuge in him! • Ps 34:8

who t away the sin of the world! • Jn 1:29

No one t it from me, but I lay it down • Jn 10:18

and if anyone t away from the words • Rv 22:19

TALENTS

to him who owed him ten thousand t. • Mt 18:24

To one he gave five t, to another two, • Mt 25:15

TALK

and shall t of them when you sit in • Dt 6:7

And my tongue will t of your righteous • Ps 71:24

profit, but mere t tends only to poverty. • Prv 14:23

I will no longer t much with you, for • Jn 14:30

does not consist in t but in power. • 1 Cor 4:20

Let no corrupting t come out of • Eph 4:29

nor foolish t nor crude joking, • Eph 5:4

and their t will spread like gangrene. • 2 Tm 2:17

TAMAR

and her name was T. • Gn 38:6

house of Perez, whom T bore to Judah, • Ru 4:12

a beautiful sister, whose name was T. • 2 Sm 13:1

So T lived, a desolate woman, in • 2 Sm 13:20

the father of Perez and Zerah by T, • Mt 1:3

TAMBOURINE

sister of Aaron, took a t in her hand, • Ex 15:20

They sing to the t and the lyre and • Jb 21:12

TARRY

Those who t long over wine; • Prv 23:30

who t late into the evening as wine • Is 5:11

TARSHISH

a fleet of ships of T at sea with the • 1 Kgs 10:22

to flee to T from the presence of the • Jon 1:3

TARSUS

So Barnabas went to T to look for • Acts 11:25

Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from T in • Acts 21:39

TASTE

Oh, t and see that the Lord is • Ps 34:8

of the earth, but if salt has lost its t, • Mt 5:13

here who will not t death until they • Mt 16:28

keeps my word, he will never t death.’ • Jn 8:52

Do not handle, Do not t, Do not touch • Col 2:21

of God he might t death for everyone. • Heb 2:9

TASTED

mixed with gall, but when he t it, • Mt 27:34

who have t the heavenly gift, and have • Heb 6:4

if indeed you have t that the Lord is • 1 Pt 2:3

TAUGHT

O God, from my youth you have t me, • Ps 71:17

Who t him the path of justice, and • Is 40:14

he t them as one who had authority, • Mk 1:22

‘And they will all be t by God.’ • Jn 6:45

in words not t by human wisdom • 1 Cor 2:13

Let the one who is t the word share all • Gal 6:6

the traditions that you were t by us, • 2 Thes 2:15

hold firm to the trustworthy word as t, • Ti 1:9

TAX

Do not even the t collectors do the • Mt 5:46

“Does your teacher not pay the t?” • Mt 17:24

Show me the coin for the t.” • Mt 22:19

a Pharisee and the other a t collector. • Lk 18:10

TAXES

Is it lawful to pay t to Caesar, or not?” • Mt 22:17

t to whom t are owed, • Rom 13:7

TEACH

You shall t them diligently to your • Dt 6:7

T me your way, O Lord, • Ps 27:11

he will t you all things and bring to • Jn 14:26

woman to t or to exercise authority • 1 Tm 2:12

who will be able to t others also. • 2 Tm 2:2

t what accords with sound doctrine. • Ti 2:1

have no need that anyone should t you. • 1 Jn 2:27

TEACHER

“A disciple is not above his t, nor a • Mt 10:24

“T, what good deed must I do to have • Mt 19:16

to be called rabbi, for you have one t, • Mt 23:8

know that you are a t come from God, • Jn 3:2

If I then, your Lord and T, have washed • Jn 13:14

preacher and apostle and t, • 2 Tm 1:11

TEACHERS

Are all t? Do all work miracles? • 1 Cor 12:29

evangelists, the shepherds and t, • Eph 4:11

accumulate for themselves t to suit • 2 Tm 4:3

by this time you ought to be t, • Heb 5:12

Not many of you should become t, • Jas 3:1

just as there will be false t among you, • 2 Pt 2:1

TEACHES

whoever does them and t them will be • Mt 5:19

the one who t, in his teaching; • Rom 12:7

all good things with the one who t. • Gal 6:6

If anyone t a different doctrine and • 1 Tm 6:3

TEACHING

forsake not your mother’s t, • Prv 1:8

the t of kindness is on her tongue. • Prv 31:26

“What is this? A new t with authority! • Mk 1:27

he will know whether the t is from God • Jn 7:17

t and admonishing one another in all • Col 3:16

of Scripture, to exhortation, to t. • 1 Tm 4:13

and in your t show integrity, dignity, • Ti 2:7

Whoever abides in the t has both the • 2 Jn 9

TEACHINGS

according to human precepts and t? • Col 2:22

be led away by diverse and strange t, • Heb 13:9

TEAR

a time to t, and a time to sew; • Eccl 3:7

He will wipe away every t from their • Rv 21:4

TEARS

heard your prayer; I have seen your t. • 2 Kgs 20:5

every night I flood my bed with t; • Ps 6:6

My t have been my food day and night, • Ps 42:3

put my t in your bottle. • Ps 56:8

but folly with her own hands t it down. • Prv 14:1

God will wipe away t from • Is 25:8

cover the Lord’s altar with t, • Mal 2:13

his feet with her t and wiped them • Lk 7:38

anguish of heart and with many t, • 2 Cor 2:4

told you and now tell you even with t, • Phil 3:18

I remember your t, I long to see you, • 2 Tm 1:4

TEETH

I have escaped by the skin of my t. • Jb 19:20

Like vinegar to the t and smoke to • Prv 10:26

sour grapes, his t shall be set on edge. • Jer 31:30

gave you cleanness of t in all your • Am 4:6

will be weeping and gnashing of t.” • Mt 8:12

and they ground their t at him. • Acts 7:54

TELL

t of his salvation from day to day. • Ps 96:2

t of all his wondrous works! • Ps 105:2

charged the disciples to t no one that • Mt 16:20

against you, go and t him his fault, • Mt 18:15

When he comes, he will t us all things.” • Jn 4:25

If you are the Christ, t us plainly.” • Jn 10:24

TEMPER

A man of quick t acts foolishly, • Prv 14:17

but he who has a hasty t exalts folly. • Prv 14:29

TEMPEST

a shelter from the raging wind and t.” • Ps 55:8

many days, and no small t lay on us, • Acts 27:20

TEMPLE

Solomon purposed to build a t for the • 2 Chr 2:1

The Lord is in his holy t; • Ps 11:4

the Lord and to inquire in his t. • Ps 27:4

But the Lord is in his holy t; • Hab 2:20

city and set him on the pinnacle of the t • Mt 4:5

something greater than the t is here. • Mt 12:6

Day after day I sat in the t teaching, • Mt 26:55

After three days they found him in the t, • Lk 2:46

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this t, • Jn 2:19

attending the t together and breaking • Acts 2:46

that you are God’s t and that God’s • 1 Cor 3:16

that your body is a t of the Holy Spirit • 1 Cor 6:19

grows into a holy t in the Lord. • Eph 2:21

that he takes his seat in the t of God, • 2 Thes 2:4

Then God’s t in heaven was opened, • Rv 11:19

for its t is the Lord God the Almighty • Rv 21:22

TEMPLES

does not live in t made by man, • Acts 17:24

TEMPTATION

And lead us not into t, but deliver us • Mt 6:13

pray that you may not enter into t. • Mt 26:41

And when the devil had ended every t, • Lk 4:13

No t has overtaken you that is not • 1 Cor 10:13

those who desire to be rich fall into t, • 1 Tm 6:9

TEMPTATIONS

For it is necessary that t come, but • Mt 18:7

“T to sin are sure to come, but woe • Lk 17:1

TEMPTED

into the wilderness to be t by the devil. • Mt 4:1

watch on yourself, lest you too be t. • Gal 6:1

he is able to help those who are being t. • Heb 2:18

in every respect has been t as we are, • Heb 4:15

But each person is t when he is lured • Jas 1:14

TEMPTER

t came and said to him, “If you are the • Mt 4:3

that somehow the t had tempted you • 1 Thes 3:5

TEN

the covenant, the T Commandments. • Ex 34:28

heaven will be like t virgins who took • Mt 25:1

and give it to him who has the t talents. • Mt 25:28

Jesus answered, “Were not t cleansed? • Lk 17:17

And the t horns that you saw are t • Rv 17:12

TENDER

your heart was t and you humbled • 2 Chr 34:27

my compassion grows warm and t. • Hos 11:8

because of the t mercy of our God, • Lk 1:78

sympathy, brotherly love, a t heart, • 1 Pt 3:8

TENDERHEARTED

Be kind to one another, t, forgiving • Eph 4:32

TENDS

Whoever t a fig tree will eat its fruit, • Prv 27:18

Or who t a flock without getting some • 1 Cor 9:7

TENT

In the t of meeting, outside the veil • Ex 27:21

moving about in a t for my dwelling. • 2 Sm 7:6

“Enlarge the place of your t, and let • Is 54:2

My t is destroyed, and all my cords • Jer 10:20

For we know that if the t that is our • 2 Cor 5:1

and more perfect t (not made with • Heb 9:11

and the sanctuary of the t of witness in • Rv 15:5

TENTH

Abram gave him a t of everything. • Gn 14:20

Abraham apportioned a t part of • Heb 7:2

TENTMAKERS

for they were t by trade. • Acts 18:3

TENTS

Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in t. • Gn 25:27

shall pitch their t by their companies, • Nm 1:52

in the twilight and abandoned their t, • 2 Kgs 7:7

If you wish, I will make three t here, • Mt 17:4

TERRIFIED

him walking on the sea, they were t, • Mt 14:26

this, they fell on their faces and were t. • Mt 17:6

hear of wars and tumults, do not be t, • Lk 21:9

and the rest were t and gave glory to • Rv 11:13

TERROR

I will send my t before you and will • Ex 23:27

whispering of manyt on every side! • Ps 31:13

You will not fear the t of the night, • Ps 91:5

TEST

Do not fear, for God has come to t you • Ex 20:20

put the Lord your God to the t, • Dt 6:16

try me; t my heart and my mind. • Ps 26:2

Let us t and examine our ways, • Lam 3:40

they put God to the t and they escape.’ • Mal 3:15

not put the Lord your God to the t.’” • Mt 4:7

“Why put me to the t, you hypocrites? • Mt 22:18

have agreed together to t the Spirit of • Acts 5:9

We must not put Christ to the t, • 1 Cor 10:9

But let each one t his own work, • Gal 6:4

but t everything; hold fast what is • 1 Thes 5:21

trial when it comes upon you to t you, • 1 Pt 4:12

but t the spirits to see whether they • 1 Jn 4:1

TESTED

After these things God t Abraham • Gn 22:1

For you, O God, have t us; • Ps 66:10

for gold, and a man is t by his praise. • Prv 27:21

t first; then let them serve as deacons • 1 Tm 3:10

By faith Abraham, when he was t, • Heb 11:17

TESTIFIED

(For Jesus himself had t that a prophet • Jn 4:44

Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and t, • Jn 13:21

because we t about God that he • 1 Cor 15:15

TESTIFIES

that the Holy Spirit t to me in every • Acts 20:23

And the Spirit is the one who t, • 1 Jn 5:6

TESTIFY

“Though our iniquities t against us, act, • Jer 14:7

it hates me because I t about it that its • Jn 7:7

And we have seen and t that the Father • 1 Jn 4:14

TESTIFYING

t both to Jews and to Greeks of • Acts 20:21

t to the kingdom of God and trying • Acts 28:23

TESTIMONY

on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the t • Ex 31:18

world as a t to all nations, and then • Mt 24:14

even about this their t did not agree. • Mk 14:59

dust from your feet as a t against them.” • Lk 9:5

in him because of the woman’s t, • Jn 4:39

and we know that his t is true. • Jn 21:24

were giving their t to the resurrection • Acts 4:33

not be ashamed of the t about our Lord • 2 Tm 1:8

This t is true. Therefore rebuke them • Ti 1:13

And this is the t, that God gave us • 1 Jn 5:11

of the word of God and the t of Jesus. • Rv 1:9

of the Lamb and by the word of their t, • Rv 12:11

TESTING

For the Lord your God is t you, • Dt 13:3

for a while, and in time of t fall away. • Lk 8:13

for you know that the t of your faith • Jas 1:3

TESTS

The Lord t the righteous, • Ps 11:5

for gold, and the Lord t hearts. • Prv 17:3

but to please God who t our hearts. • 1 Thes 2:4

THANK

And now we t you, our God, and • 1 Chr 29:13

Let them t the Lord for his • Ps 107:8

Jesus declared, “I t you, Father, • Mt 11:25

‘God, I t you that I am not like other • Lk 18:11

I t my God in all my remembrance • Phil 1:3

We always t God, the Father of our • Col 1:3

THANKS

his saints, and give t to his holy name. • Ps 30:4

Oh give t to the Lord, for he • Ps 118:1

All your works shall give t to you, • Ps 145:10

and when he had given t he gave it to • Mt 26:27

on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him t. • Lk 17:16

the loaves, and when he had given t, • Jn 6:11

not honor him as God or give t to him, • Rom 1:21

But t be to God, who gives us the • 1 Cor 15:57

But t be to God, who in Christ always • 2 Cor 2:14

T be to God for his inexpressible gift! • 2 Cor 9:15

giving t always and for everything to • Eph 5:20

give t in all circumstances; for this • 1 Thes 5:18

give glory and honor and t to him • Rv 4:9

THANKSGIVING

I will magnify him with t. • Ps 69:30

Sing to the Lord with t; • Ps 147:7

through us will produce t to God. • 2 Cor 9:11

but instead let there be t. • Eph 5:4

as you were taught, abounding in t. • Col 2:7

For what t can we return to God for • 1 Thes 3:9

received with t by those who believe • 1 Tm 4:3

glory and wisdom and t and honor and • Rv 7:12

THESSALONICA

were more noble than those in T; • Acts 17:11

Even in T you sent me help for my • Phil 4:16

THIEF

part of the night the t was coming, • Mt 24:43

where no t approaches and no moth • Lk 12:33

The t comes only to steal and kill • Jn 10:10

Lord will come like a t in the night. • 1 Thes 5:2

the day of the Lord will come like a t, • 2 Pt 3:10

I am coming like a t! Blessed is the one • Rv 16:15

THIEVES

rust destroys and where t do not break • Mt 6:20

nor t, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, • 1 Cor 6:10

THINGS

“I know that you can do all t, and that • Jb 42:2

living t both small and great. • Ps 104:25

Lord has done great t for us; • Ps 126:3

and all these t will be added to you. • Mt 6:33

but with God all t are possible.” • Mt 19:26

All t were made through him, and • Jn 1:3

fullness of time, to unite all t in him, • Eph 1:10

t, and in him all t hold together. • Col 1:17

THINK

or the son of man that you t of him? • Ps 144:3

“Do not t that I have come to abolish • Mt 5:17

you not to t of himself more highly • Rom 12:3

worthy of praise, t about these things. • Phil 4:8

THINKING

but they became futile in their t, • Rom 1:21

do not be children in your t. • 1 Cor 14:20

arm yourselves with the same way of t, • 1 Pt 4:1

THINKS

If anyone among you t that he is wise • 1 Cor 3:18

let anyone who t that he stands • 1 Cor 10:12

For if anyone t he is something, • Gal 6:3

If anyone t he is religious and does not • Jas 1:26

THIRD

be killed, and on the t day be raised. • Mt 16:21

caught up to the t heavenwhether • 2 Cor 12:2

THIRST

who hunger and t for righteousness, • Mt 5:6

whoever believes in me shall never t. • Jn 6:35

said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I t.” • Jn 19:28

hunger and t, we are poorly dressed • 1 Cor 4:11

hunger no more, neither t anymore; • Rv 7:16

THIRSTS

My soul t for God, for the living God. • Ps 42:2

earnestly I seek you; my soul t for you; • Ps 63:1

my soul t for you like a parched land. • Ps 143:6

“Come, everyone who t, come to the • Is 55:1

Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone t • Jn 7:37

THIRSTY

I was t and you gave me drink, • Mt 25:35

drinks of this water will be t again, • Jn 4:13

To the t I will give from the spring • Rv 21:6

And let the one who is t come; • Rv 22:17

THOMAS

T and Matthew the tax collector; • Mt 10:3

T said to him, “Lord, we do not know • Jn 14:5

Then he said to T, “Put your finger • Jn 20:27

and James and Andrew, Philip and T, • Acts 1:13

THORN

a t was given me in the flesh, • 2 Cor 12:7

THORNS

t and thistles it shall bring forth for you; • Gn 3:18

Other seeds fell among t, and the t • Mt 13:7

and twisting together a crown of t, • Mt 27:29

THOUGHT

needy, but the Lord takes t for me. • Ps 40:17

wind, and declares to man what is his t, • Am 4:13

I spoke like a child, I t like a child, • 1 Cor 13:11

take every t captive to obey Christ, • 2 Cor 10:5

THOUGHTS

every intention of the t of his heart • Gn 6:5

knows the t of man, that they are • Ps 94:11

precious to me are your t, O God! • Ps 139:17

Try me and know my t! • Ps 139:23

Even in your t, do not curse the king, • Eccl 10:20

For my t are not your t, • Is 55:8

Jesus, knowing their t, said, “Why do • Mt 9:4

For out of the heart come evil t, • Mt 15:19

“The Lord knows the t of the wise, • 1 Cor 3:20

THOUSAND

For a t years in your sight are but as • Ps 90:4

with the Lord one day is as a t years, • 2 Pt 3:8

Satan, and bound him for a t years, • Rv 20:2

THOUSANDS

showing steadfast love to t of those • Ex 20:6

Saul has struck down his t, and David • 1 Sm 18:7

before him; a thousand t served him, • Dn 7:10

myriads of myriads and t of t, • Rv 5:11

THREE

T things are too wonderful for me; • Prv 30:18

crows, you will deny me t times.” • Mt 26:34

the temple and rebuild it in t days, • Mt 27:40

‘After t days I will rise.’ • Mt 27:63

faith, hope, and love abide, these t; • 1 Cor 13:13

T times I pleaded with the Lord about • 2 Cor 12:8

For there are t that testify: • 1 Jn 5:7

THRESHING

So David bought the t floor and the • 2 Sm 24:24

on the t floor of Ornan the Jebusite. • 2 Chr 3:1

he will clear his t floor and gather his • Mt 3:12

THROAT

is destruction; their t is an open grave; • Ps 5:9

“Their t is an open grave; they use • Rom 3:13

THRONE

Your t shall be established forever.’” • 2 Sm 7:16

Your t, O God, is forever and ever. • Ps 45:6

Your t is established from of old; • Ps 93:2

has established his t in the heavens, • Ps 103:19

I saw the Lord sitting upon a t, • Is 6:1

“Heaven is my t, and the earth is • Is 66:1

the likeness of a t, in appearance like • Ezk 1:26

like pure wool; his t was fiery flames; • Dn 7:9

either by heaven, for it is the t of God, • Mt 5:34

then he will sit on his glorious t. • Mt 25:31

seated at the right hand of the t of God. • Heb 12:2

They cast their crowns before the t, • Rv 4:10

Then I saw a great white t and him who • Rv 20:11

but the t of God and of the Lamb will • Rv 22:3

THRONES

mighty from their t and exalted those • Lk 1:52

Around the throne were twenty-four t, • Rv 4:4

THROW

are the Son of God, t yourself down, • Mt 4:6

so that they could t him down the cliff. • Lk 4:29

So they picked up stones to t at him, • Jn 8:59

do not t away your confidence, which • Heb 10:35

THUNDER

and God answered him in t. • Ex 19:19

name Boanerges, that is, Sons of T); • Mk 3:17

waters and like the sound of loud t. • Rv 14:2

THUNDERED

But the Lord t with a mighty • 1 Sm 7:10

The Lord also t in the heavens, • Ps 18:13

THUNDERS

day there were t and lightnings and • Ex 19:16

the God of glory t, the Lord, • Ps 29:3

Mightier than the t of many waters, • Ps 93:4

TIE

heart always; t them around your neck. • Prv 6:21

They t up heavy burdens, hard to bear, • Mt 23:4

TIGLATH-PILESER

T king of Assyria came and captured • 2 Kgs 15:29

sent messengers to T king of Assyria, • 2 Kgs 16:7

So T king of Assyria came against • 2 Chr 28:20

TIME

to the kingdom for such a t as this?” • Est 4:14

For man does not know his t. • Eccl 9:12

shut up and sealed until the t of the end. • Dn 12:9

for it is the t to seek the Lord, • Hos 10:12

did not know the t of your visitation.” • Lk 19:44

Jesus said to them, “My t has not yet • Jn 7:6

at the right t Christ died for the • Rom 5:6

But when the fullness of t had come, • Gal 4:4

making the best use of the t, because • Eph 5:16

“In the last t there will be scoffers, • Jude 18

what is written in it, for the t is near. • Rv 1:3

prophecy of this book, for the t is near. • Rv 22:10

TIMES

“It is not for you to know t or seasons • Acts 1:7

Now concerning the t and the seasons, • 1 Thes 5:1

last days there will come t of difficulty. • 2 Tm 3:1

TIMOTHY

A disciple was there, named T, • Acts 16:1

T, my fellow worker, greets you; • Rom 16:21

that our brother T has been released, • Heb 13:23

TITHE

a t of the t. • Nm 18:26

within your towns the t of your grain • Dt 12:17

in abundantly the t of everything. • 2 Chr 31:5

Bring the full t into the storehouse, • Mal 3:10

For you t mint and dill and cumin, • Mt 23:23

TITHES

to the Lord from all your t, • Nm 18:28

‘How have we robbed you?’ In your t • Mal 3:8

twice a week; I give t of all that I get.’ • Lk 18:12

TITUS

As for T, he is my partner and fellow • 2 Cor 8:23

has gone to Galatia, T to Dalmatia. • 2 Tm 4:10

To T, my true child in a common faith: • Ti 1:4

TODAY

I have set before you t life and good, • Dt 30:15

T, if you hear his voice, • Ps 95:7

“T this Scripture has been fulfilled • Lk 4:21

“T salvation has come to this house, • Lk 19:9

t you will be with me in Paradise.” • Lk 23:43

as long as it is called “t,” that none • Heb 3:13

the same yesterday and t and forever. • Heb 13:8

Come now, you who say, “T or • Jas 4:13

TOGETHER

be revealed, and all flesh shall see it t, • Is 40:5

all things, and in him all things hold t. • Col 1:17

TOIL

and from the painful t of our hands.” • Gn 5:29

In all t there is profit, but mere talk • Prv 14:23

how they grow: they neither t nor spin, • Mt 6:28

in t and hardship, through many a • 2 Cor 11:27

remember, brothers, our labor and t: • 1 Thes 2:9

For to this end we t and strive, • 1 Tm 4:10

TOLD

See, I have t you beforehand. • Mt 24:25

done will also be t in memory of her.” • Mt 26:13

they kept silent and t no one in those • Lk 9:36

see a man who t me all that I ever did. • Jn 4:29

and he heard things that cannot be t, • 2 Cor 12:4

TOMB

and laid it in his own new t, which he • Mt 27:60

found the stone rolled away from the t, • Lk 24:2

But Peter rose and ran to the t; • Lk 24:12

deeply moved again, came to the t. • Jn 11:38

Mary Magdalene came to the t early, • Jn 20:1

TOMBS

For you are like whitewashed t, which • Mt 23:27

The t also were opened. And many • Mt 27:52

met him out of the t a man with an • Mk 5:2

all who are in the t will hear his voice • Jn 5:28

TOMORROW

Do not boast about t, for you do not • Prv 27:1

“Let us eat and drink, for t we die.” • Is 22:13

“Therefore do not be anxious about t, • Mt 6:34

“Let us eat and drink, for t we die.” • 1 Cor 15:32

yet you do not know what t will bring. • Jas 4:14

TONGUE

“Every one who laps the water with his t, • Jgs 7:5

Keep your t from evil and your lips • Ps 34:13

but the t of the wise brings healing. • Prv 12:18

Death and life are in the power of the t, • Prv 18:21

and the t of the mute sing for joy. • Is 35:6

bow, every t shall swear allegiance.’ • Is 45:23

ears were opened, his t was released, • Mk 7:35

me, and every t shall confess to God.” • Rom 14:11

For one who speaks in a t speaks not • 1 Cor 14:2

than ten thousand words in a t. • 1 Cor 14:19

and every t confess that Jesus Christ is • Phil 2:11

does not bridle his t but deceives his • Jas 1:26

but no human being can tame the t. • Jas 3:8

let him keep his t from evil and his • 1 Pt 3:10

TONGUES

and arrows, whose t are sharp swords. • Ps 57:4

speak in other t as the Spirit gave • Acts 2:4

telling in our own t the mighty works • Acts 2:11

them speaking in t and extolling God. • Acts 10:46

began speaking in t and prophesying. • Acts 19:6

Do all speak with t? Do all interpret? • 1 Cor 12:30

If I speak in the t of men and of • 1 Cor 13:1

Now I want you all to speak in t, but • 1 Cor 14:5

Thus t are a sign not for believers • 1 Cor 14:22

and do not forbid speaking in t. • 1 Cor 14:39

TOOTH

eye for eye, t for t, hand • Ex 21:24

trouble is like a bad t or a foot that • Prv 25:19

TORCH

and a flaming t passed between these • Gn 15:17

TORCHES

and empty jars, with t inside the jars. • Jgs 7:16

the throne were burning seven t of fire, • Rv 4:5

TORMENT

you come here to t us before the time?” • Mt 8:29

High God? I beg you, do not t me.” • Lk 8:28

lest they also come into this place of t.’ • Lk 16:28

t was like the t of a scorpion • Rv 9:5

TORMENTED

harmful spirit from the Lord t • 1 Sm 16:14

they will be t day and night forever • Rv 20:10

TORN

for the Lord has t the kingdom • 1 Sm 28:17

for he has t us, that he may heal us; • Hos 6:1

the curtain of the temple was t in two, • Mt 27:51

there were so many, the net was not t. • Jn 21:11

TORTURED

Some were t, refusing to accept • Heb 11:35

TOUCH

to herself, “If I only t his garment, • Mt 9:21

diseases pressed around him to t him. • Mk 3:10

a blind man and begged him to t him. • Mk 8:22

children to him that he might t them, • Mk 10:13

T me, and see. For a spirit does not • Lk 24:39

the Lord, and t no unclean thing; • 2 Cor 6:17

and the evil one does not t him. • 1 Jn 5:18

TOUCHED

Jesus stretched out his hand and t him, • Mt 8:3

He t her hand, and the fever left her, • Mt 8:15

t their eyes, saying, “According to your • Mt 9:29

And as many as t it were made well. • Mt 14:36

“Who was it that t me?” When all • Lk 8:45

you have not come to what may be t, • Heb 12:18

looked upon and have t with our hands, • 1 Jn 1:1

TOWER

ourselves a city and a t with its top • Gn 11:4

refuge, a strong t against the enemy. • Ps 61:3

name of the Lord is a strong t; • Prv 18:10

eighteen on whom the t in Siloam fell • Lk 13:4

For which of you, desiring to build a t, • Lk 14:28

TRADITION

your disciples break the t of the elders? • Mt 15:2

So for the sake of your t you have • Mt 15:6

empty deceit, according to human t, • Col 2:8

in accord with the t that you received • 2 Thes 3:6

TRADITIONS

there are many other t that they observe, • Mk 7:4

maintain the t even as I delivered • 1 Cor 11:2

zealous was I for the t of my fathers. • Gal 1:14

hold to the t that you were taught • 2 Thes 2:15

TRAIN

T up a child in the way he should go; • Prv 22:6

Rather t yourself for godliness; • 1 Tm 4:7

TRAINED

he is fully t will be like his teacher. • Lk 6:40

being t in the words of the faith and • 1 Tm 4:6

of discernment t by constant practice • Heb 5:14

to those who have been t by it. • Heb 12:11

TRAINING

for while bodily t is of some value, • 1 Tm 4:8

t us to renounce ungodliness and • Ti 2:12

TRANCE

they were preparing it, he fell into a t • Acts 10:10

praying in the temple, I fell into a t • Acts 22:17

TRANSFIGURED

And he was t before them, and his face • Mt 17:2

TRANSFORM

who will t our lowly body • Phil 3:21

TRANSFORMED

but be t by the renewal of your mind, • Rom 12:2

are being t into the same image from • 2 Cor 3:18

TRANSGRESS

purposed that my mouth will not t. • Ps 17:3

the waters might not t his command, • Prv 8:29

that no one t and wrong his brother • 1 Thes 4:6

TRANSGRESSED

for we have greatly t in this matter. • Ezr 10:13

the shepherds t against me; • Jer 2:8

All Israel has t your law and turned • Dn 9:11

But like Adam they t the covenant; • Hos 6:7

TRANSGRESSION

Make me know my t and my sin. • Jb 13:23

Blessed is the one whose t is forgiven, • Ps 32:1

Whoever loves t loves strife; he who • Prv 17:19

stricken for the t of my people? • Is 53:8

but where there is no law there is no t. • Rom 4:15

TRANSGRESSIONS

For I know my t, and my sin is ever • Ps 51:3

so far does he remove our t from us. • Ps 103:12

Whoever conceals his t will not • Prv 28:13

who blots out your t for my own sake, • Is 43:25

But he was pierced for our t; • Is 53:5

It was added because of t, until the • Gal 3:19

TRANSGRESSORS

to death and was numbered with the t; • Is 53:12

‘And he was numbered with the t.’ • Lk 22:37

sin and are convicted by the law as t. • Jas 2:9

TRAP

Keep me from the t that they have laid • Ps 141:9

of the Herodians, to t him in his talk. • Mk 12:13

day come upon you suddenly like a t. • Lk 21:34

TREAD

it is he who will t down our foes. • Ps 60:12

he will t our iniquities underfoot. • Mi 7:19

He will t the winepress of the fury of • Rv 19:15

TREASURE

You fill their womb with t; • Ps 17:14

house of the righteous there is much t, • Prv 15:6

than great t and trouble with it. • Prv 15:16

fear of the Lord is Zion’s t. • Is 33:6

For where your t is, there your heart • Mt 6:21

out of his good t brings forth good, • Mt 12:35

poor, and you will have t in heaven; • Mt 19:21

But we have this t in jars of clay, • 2 Cor 4:7

thus storing up t for themselves as • 1 Tm 6:19

You have laid up t in the last days. • Jas 5:3

TREASURED

to be a people for his t possession, • Dt 7:6

But Mary t up all these things, • Lk 2:19

TREASURES

T gained by wickedness do not profit, • Prv 10:2

but lay up for yourselves t in heaven, • Mt 6:20

in whom are hidden all the t of wisdom • Col 2:3

TREASURY

open to you his good t, the heavens, • Dt 28:12

“It is not lawful to put them into the t, • Mt 27:6

These words he spoke in the t, as he • Jn 8:20

TREE

The t of life was in the midst of the • Gn 2:9

but of the t of the knowledge of good • Gn 2:17

shall not remain all night on the t, • Dt 21:23

He is like a t planted by streams of • Ps 1:3

The fruit of the righteous is a t of life, • Prv 11:30

Every t therefore that does not bear • Mt 3:10

for the t is known by its fruit. • Mt 12:33

bore our sins in his body on the t, • 1 Pt 2:24

I will grant to eat of the t of life, • Rv 2:7

have the right to the t of life and • Rv 22:14

TREES

shall not destroy its t by wielding an • Dt 20:19

Then shall all the t of the forest sing • Ps 96:12

The t of the Lord are watered • Ps 104:16

“Look at the fig tree, and all the t. • Lk 21:29

fruitless t in late autumn, twice dead, • Jude 12

TREMBLE

The Lord reigns; let the peoples t! • Ps 99:1

T, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, • Ps 114:7

they do not t as they blaspheme the • 2 Pt 2:10

TREMBLED

smoking, the people were afraid and t, • Ex 20:18

for his heart t for the ark of God. • 1 Sm 4:13

of him the guards t and became like • Mt 28:4

TREMBLES

and contrite in spirit and t at my word. • Is 66:2

TREMBLING

came in fear and t and fell down before • Mk 5:33

how you received him with fear and t. • 2 Cor 7:15

TRESPASS

But the free gift is not like the t. For if • Rom 5:15

For if, because of one man’s t, death • Rom 5:17

Rather through their t salvation has • Rom 11:11

TRESPASSES

For if you forgive others their t, your • Mt 6:14

neither will your Father forgive your t. • Mt 6:15

delivered up for our t and raised for • Rom 4:25

following many t brought justification. • Rom 5:16

not counting their t against them, • 2 Cor 5:19

we were dead in our t, made us alive • Eph 2:5

TRIAL

they bring you to t and deliver you • Mk 13:11

man who remains steadfast under t, • Jas 1:12

surprised at the fiery t when it comes • 1 Pt 4:12

the hour of t that is coming on the • Rv 3:10

TRIALS

when you meet t of various kinds, • Jas 1:2

you have been grieved by various t, • 1 Pt 1:6

knows how to rescue the godly from t, • 2 Pt 2:9

TRIBE

but he chose the t of Judah, Mount • Ps 78:68

behold, the Lion of the t of Judah, • Rv 5:5

TRIBES

All these are the twelve t of Israel. • Gn 49:28

thrones, judging the twelve t of Israel. • Mt 19:28

and then all the t of the earth will • Mt 24:30

TRIBULATION

and when t or persecution arises on • Mt 13:21

For then there will be great t, such • Mt 24:21

In the world you will have t. • Jn 16:33

Shall t, or distress, or persecution, or • Rom 8:35

Rejoice in hope, be patient in t, • Rom 12:12

are the ones coming out of the great t. • Rv 7:14

TRIED

Your promise is well t, and your • Ps 119:140

I have t you in the furnace of affliction. • Is 48:10

TRIUMPH

until he looks in t on his adversaries. • Ps 112:8

When the righteous t, there is great • Prv 28:12

TRIUMPHING

to open shame, by t over them in him. • Col 2:15

TROAS

by Mysia, they went down to T. • Acts 16:8

on ahead and were waiting for us at T, • Acts 20:5

When I came to T to preach the • 2 Cor 2:12

the cloak that I left with Carpus at T, • 2 Tm 4:13

TROUBLE

but man is born to t as the sparks fly • Jb 5:7

is few of days and full of t. • Jb 14:1

a very present help in t. • Ps 46:1

For he has delivered me from every t, • Ps 54:7

Though I walk in the midst of t, you • Ps 138:7

before him; I tell my t before him. • Ps 142:2

The righteous is delivered from t, • Prv 11:8

even the wicked for the day of t. • Prv 16:4

morning, our salvation in the time of t. • Is 33:2

is good, a stronghold in the day of t; • Na 1:7

Sufficient for the day is its own t. • Mt 6:34

saying to him, “Lord, do not t yourself, • Lk 7:6

of bitterness” springs up and causes t, • Heb 12:15

TROUBLED

O Lord, for my bones are t. • Ps 6:2

he began to be sorrowful and t. • Mt 26:37

deeply moved in his spirit and greatly t. • Jn 11:33

“Now is my soul t. And what shall I • Jn 12:27

“Let not your hearts be t. Believe in • Jn 14:1

Let not your hearts be t, neither let • Jn 14:27

Have no fear of them, nor be t, • 1 Pt 3:14

TRUE

word does not come to pass or come t, • Dt 18:22

held in honor; all that he says comes t. • 1 Sm 9:6

word of the Lord proves t; • 2 Sm 22:31

The t light, which gives light to everyone, • Jn 1:9

“I am the t vine, and my Father is • Jn 15:1

that they know you the only t God, • Jn 17:3

Let God be t though every one • Rom 3:4

Finally, brothers, whatever is t, • Phil 4:8

declaring that this is the t grace of God. • 1 Pt 5:12

He is the t God and eternal life. • 1 Jn 5:20

for these words are trustworthy and t.” • Rv 21:5

TRUMPET

Praise him with t sound; praise him • Ps 150:3

give to the needy, sound no t before • Mt 6:2

send out his angels with a loud t call, • Mt 24:31

the twinkling of an eye, at the last t. • 1 Cor 15:52

and with the sound of the t of God. • 1 Thes 4:16

TRUMPETS

“Make two silver t. Of hammered • Nm 10:2

the priests shall blow the t. • Jos 6:4

blew the t and smashed the jars • Jgs 7:19

and seven t were given to them. • Rv 8:2

TRUST

but we t in the name of the Lord • Ps 20:7

O my God, in you I t; let me not be put • Ps 25:2

T in the Lord, and do good; • Ps 37:3

and put their t in the Lord. • Ps 40:3

T in him at all times, O people; pour • Ps 62:8

T in the Lord with all your • Prv 3:5

I will t, and will not be afraid; • Is 12:2

T in the Lord forever, • Is 26:4

and in t shall be your strength.” • Is 30:15

“I will put my t in him.” • Heb 2:13

TRUSTED

But I have t in your steadfast love; • Ps 13:5

I have t in the Lord without • Ps 26:1

delivered his servants, who t in him, • Dn 3:28

on him, because he had t in his God. • Dn 6:23

to some who t in themselves that • Lk 18:9

TRUSTS

“He t in the Lord; let him deliver • Ps 22:8

blessed is the one who t in you! • Ps 84:12

Whoever t in his riches will fall, • Prv 11:28

blessed is he who t in the Lord. • Prv 16:20

is stayed on you, because he t in you. • Is 26:3

“Blessed is the man who t in the • Jer 17:7

He t in God; let God deliver him now, • Mt 27:43

TRUSTWORTHY

Your decrees are very t; holiness befits • Ps 93:5

but he who is t in spirit keeps a thing • Prv 11:13

The saying is t, for: If we have died • 2 Tm 2:11

“These words are t and true. • Rv 22:6

TRUTH

Behold, you delight in t in the inward • Ps 51:6

I may walk in your t; unite my heart • Ps 86:11

I the Lord speak the t; • Is 45:19

Speak the t to one another; • Zec 8:16

will worship the Father in spirit and t, • Jn 4:23

and the t will set you free.” • Jn 8:32

to you from the Father, the Spirit of t, • Jn 15:26

When the Spirit of t comes, he will • Jn 16:13

Sanctify them in the t; your word is • Jn 17:17

Pilate said to him, “What is t?” • Jn 18:38

their unrighteousness suppress the t. • Rom 1:18

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the t. • 1 Cor 13:6

we cannot do anything against the t, • 2 Cor 13:8

so that the t of the gospel might be • Gal 2:5

the t in love, we are to grow up in • Eph 4:15

refused to love the t and so be saved. • 2 Thes 2:10

to come to the knowledge of the t. • 1 Tm 2:4

God, a pillar and buttress of the t. • 1 Tm 3:15

after receiving the knowledge of the t, • Heb 10:26

we lie and do not practice the t. • 1 Jn 1:6

TRUTHFUL

T lips endure forever, but a lying • Prv 12:19

A t witness saves lives, but one who • Prv 14:25

TRUTHS

interpreting spiritual t to those who • 1 Cor 2:13

TRY

Prove me, O Lord, and t me; • Ps 26:2

T me and know my thoughts! • Ps 139:23

to t those who dwell on the earth. • Rv 3:10

TUMULT

of their waves, the t of the peoples, • Ps 65:7

The sound of a t is on the mountains • Is 13:4

his voice there is a t of waters in the • Jer 51:16

TUNIC

would sue you and take your t, let him • Mt 5:40

But the t was seamless, woven in one • Jn 19:23

TURN

Do not t from it to the right hand or • Jos 1:7

remember and t to the Lord, • Ps 22:27

fear the Lord, and t away from • Prv 3:7

You t things upside down! Shall • Is 29:16

“T to me and be saved, all the ends • Is 45:22

but that the wicked t from his way • Ezk 33:11

And he will t the hearts of fathers to • Mal 4:6

unless you t and become like children, • Mt 18:3

to t the hearts of the fathers to the • Lk 1:17

so that they may t from darkness to • Acts 26:18

and will t away from listening to the • 2 Tm 4:4

let him t away from evil and do good; • 1 Pt 3:11

TURNED

Then I t my face to the Lord God, • Dn 9:3

number who believed t to the Lord. • Acts 11:21

and how you t to God from idols to • 1 Thes 1:9

TURNS

heart t away from the Lord. • Jer 17:5

But when one t to the Lord, the veil is • 2 Cor 3:16

TWELVE

All these are the t tribes of Israel. • Gn 49:28

And Joshua set up t stones in the midst • Jos 4:9

And he called to him his t disciples • Mt 10:1

And they took up t baskets full of the • Mt 14:20

followed me will also sit on t thrones, • Mt 19:28

And when he was t years old, they • Lk 2:42

only daughter, about t years of age, • Lk 8:42

“Did I not choose you, the T? • Jn 6:70

the tree of life with its t kinds of fruit, • Rv 22:2

TYPE

who was a t of the one who was to • Rom 5:14

TYRE

reaching to the fortified city of T. • Jos 19:29

Hiram king of T sent his servants • 1 Kgs 5:1

The oracle concerning T. Wail, O ships • Is 23:1

day of judgment for T and Sidon than • Mt 11:22

withdrew to the district of T and Sidon. • Mt 15:21

left we sailed to Syria and landed at T, • Acts 21:3

	


U (TOP)

UNBELIEF

mighty works there, because of their u. • Mt 13:58

And he marveled because of their u. • Mk 6:6

stubborn and continued in u, • Acts 19:9

were broken off because of their u, • Rom 11:20

because I had acted ignorantly in u, • 1 Tm 1:13

they were unable to enter because of u. • Heb 3:19

UNBELIEVER

if any brother has a wife who is an u, • 1 Cor 7:12

prophesy, and an u or outsider enters • 1 Cor 14:24

does a believer share with an u? • 2 Cor 6:15

the faith and is worse than an u. • 1 Tm 5:8

UNBELIEVERS

law against brother, and that before u? • 1 Cor 6:6

If one of the u invites you to dinner • 1 Cor 10:27

world has blinded the minds of the u, • 2 Cor 4:4

Do not be unequally yoked with u. • 2 Cor 6:14

UNBELIEVING

But the u Jews stirred up the Gentiles • Acts 14:2

For the u husband is made holy • 1 Cor 7:14

there be in any of you an evil, u heart, • Heb 3:12

UNBORN

his righteousness to a people yet u, • Ps 22:31

might know them, the children yet u, • Ps 78:6

UNCHANGEABLE

But he is u, and who can turn him • Jb 23:13

of the promise the u character of his • Heb 6:17

so that by two u things, in which it is • Heb 6:18

UNCIRCUMCISED

stiff-necked people, u in heart and ears, • Acts 7:51

he who is physically u but keeps the • Rom 2:27

by faith and the u through faith. • Rom 3:30

he had by faith while he was still u. • Rom 4:11
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Whoever gives to the poor will not w, • Prv 28:27

“What do you w me to do for you?” • Mt 20:32
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flesh, which wage w against your soul. • 1 Pt 2:11
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WARN
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WARNED
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WATCH
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as in the days when God w over me, • Jb 29:2
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WATCHES

Unless the Lord w over the city, • Ps 127:1

The Lord w over the sojourners; • Ps 146:9
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the Lord said to me: “Go, set a w; • Is 21:6
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I am poured out like w, and all my • Ps 22:14
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his heart will flow rivers of living w.’” • Jn 7:38
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showed me the river of the w of life, • Rv 22:1
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I planted, Apollos w, but God gave • 1 Cor 3:6

WATERS
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glory of the Lord as the w cover • Hab 2:14
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Keep your w far from her, and do not • Prv 5:8
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I will teach transgressors your w, • Ps 51:13
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the w of the Lord are right, • Hos 14:9

man, unstable in all his w. • Jas 1:8
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For while we were still w, at the right • Rom 5:6
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to bear with the failings of the w, • Rom 15:1

God chose what is w in the world to • 1 Cor 1:27
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must perish and leave their w to others. • Ps 49:10

Honor the Lord with your w • Prv 3:9

W gained hastily will dwindle, • Prv 13:11

may bring to you the w of the nations, • Is 60:11

have w to enter the kingdom of God!” • Mk 10:23

to receive power and w and wisdom • Rv 5:12

WEAPONS

Wisdom is better than w of war, but • Eccl 9:18

with the w of righteousness for the • 2 Cor 6:7

For the w of our warfare are not of • 2 Cor 10:4

WEAR

the earth will w out like a garment, • Is 51:6

or ‘What shall we w?’ • Mt 6:31

WEARINESS

and much study is a w of the flesh. • Eccl 12:12

But you say, ‘What a w this is,’ • Mal 1:13

WEARY

in a dry and w land where there is no • Ps 63:1

I am w with my crying out; my throat • Ps 69:3

And let us not grow w of doing good, • Gal 6:9

do not grow w in doing good. • 2 Thes 3:13

you may not grow w or fainthearted. • Heb 12:3

WEDDING

“Can the w guests mourn as long as • Mt 9:15

a man who had no w garment. • Mt 22:11

day there was a w at Cana in Galilee, • Jn 2:1

WEEK

the dawn of the first day of the w, • Mt 28:1

On the first day of every w, each of • 1 Cor 16:2

WEEP

a time to w, and a time to laugh; • Eccl 3:4

in Jerusalem; you shall w no more. • Is 30:19

“Blessed are you who w now, for • Lk 6:21

on her and said to her, “Do not w.” • Lk 7:13

of Jerusalem, do not w for me, • Lk 23:28

w with those who w. • Rom 12:15

WEEPING

W may tarry for the night, but joy • Ps 30:5

He who goes out w, bearing the seed • Ps 126:6

In that place there will be w and • Mt 8:12

w, she began to wet his feet with her • Lk 7:38

And all were w and mourning for her, • Lk 8:52

But Mary stood w outside the tomb, • Jn 20:11

WEIGHED

knowledge, and by him actions are w. • 1 Sm 2:3

“Oh that my vexation were w, and all • Jb 6:2

in a measure and w the mountains in • Is 40:12

you have been w in the balances and • Dn 5:27

your hearts be w down with dissipation • Lk 21:34

WEIGHT

for us an eternal w of glory beyond • 2 Cor 4:17

let us also lay aside every w, • Heb 12:1

WELCOME

did we see you a stranger and w you, • Mt 25:38

the one who is weak in faith, w him, • Rom 14:1

Therefore w one another as Christ has • Rom 15:7

WELCOMED

when Jesus returned, the crowd w him, • Lk 8:40

he came to Galilee, the Galileans w • Jn 4:45

WELL

that it may go w with you and with • Dt 4:40

flowing water from your own w. • Prv 5:15

When it goes w with the righteous, • Prv 11:10

righteous that it shall be w with them, • Is 3:10

“Those who are w have no need of a • Mt 9:12

His master said to him, ‘W done, good • Mt 25:21

“Daughter, your faith has made you w; • Mk 5:34

Jacob’s w was there; so Jesus, wearied • Jn 4:6

WEPT

times.” And he went out and w bitterly. • Mt 26:75

Jesus w. • Jn 11:35

WEST

as far as the east is from the w, so far • Ps 103:12

come from east and w and recline at • Mt 8:11

WHEAT

weeds among the w and went away. • Mt 13:25

have you, that he might sift you like w, • Lk 22:31

unless a grain of w falls into the earth • Jn 12:24

WHIRLWIND

Elijah up to heaven by a w, • 2 Kgs 2:1

answered Job out of the w and said: • Jb 38:1

His way is in w and storm, and • Na 1:3

WHISPER

after the fire the sound of a low w. • 1 Kgs 19:12

WHISPERER

and a w separates close friends. • Prv 16:28

The words of a w are like delicious • Prv 18:8

WHITE

and make themselves w and be refined, • Dn 12:10

they will walk with me in w, • Rv 3:4

Then I saw a great w throne and him • Rv 20:11

WHOLE

to the Lord with my w heart; • Ps 9:1

who seek him with their w heart, • Ps 119:2

to you the w counsel of God. • Acts 20:27

If the w body were an eye, where • 1 Cor 12:17

he is obligated to keep the w law. • Gal 5:3

For whoever keeps the w law but fails • Jas 2:10

WHORE

and when they w after their gods • Ex 34:15

How the faithful city has become a w, • Is 1:21

For their mother has played the w; • Hos 2:5

WICKED

Now the men of Sodom were w, • Gn 13:13

sweep away the righteous with the w? • Gn 18:23

Therefore the w will not stand in the • Ps 1:5

a little while, the w will be no more; • Ps 37:10

when I saw the prosperity of the w. • Ps 73:3

but all the w he will destroy. • Ps 145:20

but the expectation of the w will perish. • Prv 10:28

but when the w rule, the people groan. • Prv 29:2

says the Lord, “for the w.” • Is 48:22

his grave with the w and with a rich • Is 53:9

let the w forsake his way, and the • Is 55:7

I any pleasure in the death of the w, • Ezk 18:23

And none of the w shall understand, • Dn 12:10

‘You w servant! I forgave you all that • Mt 18:32

But if that w servant says to himself, • Mt 24:48

For everyone who does w things hates • Jn 3:20

WICKEDNESS

saw that the w of man was great • Gn 6:5

you are not a God who delights in w; • Ps 5:4

coveting, w, deceit, sensuality, envy, • Mk 7:22

WIDE

For the gate is w and the way is easy • Mt 7:13

Corinthians; our heart is w open. • 2 Cor 6:11

WIDOW

justice for the fatherless and the w, • Dt 10:18

he upholds the w and the fatherless, • Ps 146:9

only son of his mother, and she was a w, • Lk 7:12

And there was a w in that city who • Lk 18:3

and he saw a poor w put in two small • Lk 21:2

She who is truly a w, left all alone, • 1 Tm 5:5

WIDOWS

fatherless and protector of w is God • Ps 68:5

many w in Israel in the days of Elijah, • Lk 4:25

who devour w’ houses and for a • Lk 20:47

their w were being neglected in the • Acts 6:1

Honor w who are truly w. • 1 Tm 5:3

WIFE

and hold fast to his w, and they shall • Gn 2:24

you shall not covet your neighbor’s w, • Ex 20:17

Your w will be like a fruitful vine within • Ps 128:3

and rejoice in the w of your youth, • Prv 5:18

An excellent w is the crown of her • Prv 12:4

a prudent w is from the Lord. • Prv 19:14

rainy day and a quarrelsome w are • Prv 27:15

An excellent w who can find? • Prv 31:10

Enjoy life with the w whom you love, • Eccl 9:9

who divorces his w, except • Mt 5:32

hold fast to his w, and the two shall • Mt 19:5

Remember Lot’s w. • Lk 17:32

husband should not divorce his w. • 1 Cor 7:11

the head of a w is her husband, • 1 Cor 11:3

He who loves his w loves himself. • Eph 5:28

w see that she respects her husband. • Eph 5:33

the Bride, the w of the Lamb.” • Rv 21:9

WILDERNESS

I have led you forty years in the w. • Dt 29:5

“Can God spread a table in the w? • Ps 78:19

“In the w prepare the way of the • Is 40:3

the sword found grace in the w; • Jer 31:2

“The voice of one crying in the w: • Mt 3:3

by the Spirit into the w to be tempted • Mt 4:1

WILL

I delight to do your w, O my God; • Ps 40:8

w of the Lord to crush him; • Is 53:10

Your kingdom come, your w be done, • Mt 6:10

Father, for such was your gracious w. • Mt 11:26

For whoever does the w of my Father • Mt 12:50

not as I w, but as you w.” • Mt 26:39

of the flesh nor of the w of man, • Jn 1:13

food is to do the w of him who sent • Jn 4:34

For who can resist his w?” • Rom 9:19

may discern what is the w of God, • Rom 12:2

doing the w of God from the heart, • Eph 6:6

filled with the knowledge of his w in • Col 1:9

For this is the w of God, your • 1 Thes 4:3

doing good, if that should be God’s w, • 1 Pt 3:17

does the w of God abides forever. • 1 Jn 2:17

according to his w he hears us. • 1 Jn 5:14

WILLING

a whole heart and with a w mind, • 1 Chr 28:9

and uphold me with a w spirit. • Ps 51:12

If you are w and obedient, you shall eat • Is 1:19

WILLINGLY

not under compulsion, but w, • 1 Pt 5:2

WILLS

he has mercy on whomever he w, • Rom 9:18

to each one individually as he w. • 1 Cor 12:11

you ought to say, “If the Lord w, • Jas 4:15

WIN

servant to all, that I might w more of • 1 Cor 9:19

became weak, that I might w the weak. • 1 Cor 9:22

worked for, but may w a full reward. • 2 Jn 8

WIND

And God made a w blow over the earth, • Gn 8:1

he came swiftly on the wings of the w. • Ps 18:10

chariot; he rides on the wings of the w; • Ps 104:3

his own household will inherit the w, • Prv 11:29

Be still!” And the w ceased, and there • Mk 4:39

The w blows where it wishes, • Jn 3:8

sound like a mighty rushing w, • Acts 2:2

carried about by every w of doctrine, • Eph 4:14

sea that is driven and tossed by the w. • Jas 1:6

WINDOWS

and the w of the heavens were opened. • Gn 7:11

himself should make w in heaven, • 2 Kgs 7:2

house where he had w in his upper • Dn 6:10

if I will not open the w of heaven • Mal 3:10

WINDS

he makes his messengers w, his • Ps 104:4

Come from the four w, O breath, • Ezk 37:9

he rose and rebuked the w and the sea, • Mt 8:26

will gather his elect from the four w, • Mt 24:31

holding back the four w of the earth, • Rv 7:1

WINE

and w to gladden the heart of man, • Ps 104:15

W is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, • Prv 20:1

Do not look at w when it is red, when • Prv 23:31

O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink w, • Prv 31:4

For your love is better than w; • Sg 1:2

feast tasted the water now become w, • Jn 2:9

“They are filled with new w.” • Acts 2:13

eat meat or drink w or do anything • Rom 14:21

And do not get drunk with w, for • Eph 5:18

not addicted to much w, not greedy • 1 Tm 3:8

but use a little w for the sake of your • 1 Tm 5:23

WINEPRESS

garments like his who treads in the w? • Is 63:2

around it and dug a w in it and built a • Mt 21:33

threw it into the great w of the wrath • Rv 14:19

He will tread the w of the fury of the • Rv 19:15

WINESKINS

These w were new when we filled • Jos 9:13

Neither is new wine put into old w. • Mt 9:17

WINGS

bore you on eagles’ w and brought • Ex 19:4

hide me in the shadow of your w, • Ps 17:8

and under his w you will find refuge; • Ps 91:4

If I take the w of the morning and dwell • Ps 139:9

Each had six w: with two he covered • Is 6:2

shall rise with healing in its w. • Mal 4:2

a hen gathers her brood under her w, • Lk 13:34

WINNOWING

winnowed them with a w fork in the • Jer 15:7

His w fork is in his hand, and he will • Mt 3:12

WINNOWS

throne of judgment w all evil with • Prv 20:8

A wise king w the wicked and drives • Prv 20:26

WINTER

may not be in w or on a Sabbath. • Mt 24:20

WISDOM

And God gave Solomon w and • 1 Kgs 4:29

Who has put w in the inward parts or • Jb 38:36

our days that we may get a heart of w. • Ps 90:12

In w have you made them all; • Ps 104:24

For the Lord gives w; • Prv 2:6

By w a house is built, and by • Prv 24:3

She opens her mouth with w, and • Prv 31:26

W is better than weapons of war, but • Eccl 9:18

who established the world by his w, • Jer 10:12

And Jesus increased in w and in stature • Lk 2:52

God made foolish the w of the world? • 1 Cor 1:20

For the w of this world is folly • 1 Cor 3:19

the Spirit of w and of revelation • Eph 1:17

the manifold w of God might • Eph 3:10

If any of you lacks w, let him ask God, • Jas 1:5

But the w from above is first pure, • Jas 3:17

power and wealth and w and might • Rv 5:12

and glory and w and thanksgiving and • Rv 7:12

WISE

Behold, I give you a w and discerning • 1 Kgs 3:12

He catches the w in their own • Jb 5:13

Be not w in your own eyes; fear the • Prv 3:7

A w son makes a glad father, but a • Prv 10:1

whoever captures souls is w. • Prv 11:30

Whoever walks with the w becomes w, • Prv 13:20

fool who keeps silent is considered w; • Prv 17:28

And those who are w shall shine like • Dn 12:3

w men from the east came to Jerusalem, • Mt 2:1

of them were foolish, and five were w. • Mt 25:2

Claiming to be w, they became fools, • Rom 1:22

Never be w in your own sight. • Rom 12:16

the only w God be glory forevermore • Rom 16:27

foolish in the world to shame the w; • 1 Cor 1:27

how you walk, not as unwise but as w, • Eph 5:15

to make you w for salvation through • 2 Tm 3:15

Who is w and understanding among • Jas 3:13

WISER

For he was w than all other men, • 1 Kgs 4:31

The sluggard is w in his own eyes • Prv 26:16

foolishness of God is w than men, • 1 Cor 1:25

WITHER

Their leaves will not w, nor their fruit • Ezk 47:12

“How did the fig tree w at once?” • Mt 21:20

WITHERS

renewed; in the evening it fades and w. • Ps 90:6

The grass w, the flower fades when • Is 40:7

The grass w, and the flower falls, • 1 Pt 1:24

WITHHOLD

No good thing does he w from those • Ps 84:11

Do not w good from those to whom it • Prv 3:27

if you w forgiveness from any, it is • Jn 20:23

WITNESS

“You shall not bear false w against • Ex 20:16

“A single w shall not suffice against • Dt 19:15

A truthful w saves lives, but one • Prv 14:25

You shall not bear false w, • Mt 19:18

but came to bear w about the light. • Jn 1:8

If I alone bear w about myself, my • Jn 5:31

while their conscience also bears w, • Rom 2:15

The Spirit himself bears w with our • Rom 8:16

Holy Spirit also bears w to us; • Heb 10:15

word of God and for the w they had • Rv 6:9

WITNESSES

by the evidence of two or three w. • Mt 18:16

though many false w came forward. • Mt 26:60

you will be my w in Jerusalem and in • Acts 1:8

on the evidence of two or three w. • 1 Tm 5:19

I will grant authority to my two w, • Rv 11:3

WIVES

And his w turned away his heart. • 1 Kgs 11:3

W, submit to your own husbands, • Eph 5:22

Husbands, love your w, as Christ • Eph 5:25

Their w likewise must be dignified, • 1 Tm 3:11

Likewise, w, be subject to your own • 1 Pt 3:1

WOE

W to those who join house to house, • Is 5:8

W to those who call evil good and • Is 5:20

“W to you, Chorazin! • Mt 11:21

“W to the world for temptations to sin! • Mt 18:7

but w to the one by whom the • Mt 18:7

“But w to you, scribes and Pharisees, • Mt 23:13

W to them! For they walked in the way • Jude 11

“W, w, w to those • Rv 8:13

WOMAN

made into a w and brought her to • Gn 2:22

“A w shall not wear a man’s garment, • Dt 22:5

He gives the barren w a home, • Ps 113:9

A gracious w gets honor, and • Prv 11:16

but a w who fears the Lord • Prv 31:30

who looks at a w with lustful intent • Mt 5:28

And instantly the w was made well. • Mt 9:22

and what sort of w this is who is • Lk 7:39

“W, you are freed from your • Lk 13:12

A w from Samaria came to draw water. • Jn 4:7

Pharisees brought a w who had been • Jn 8:3

“W, why are you weeping?” • Jn 20:13

For a married w is bound by law • Rom 7:2

of God, but w is the glory of man. • 1 Cor 11:7

in the Lord w is not independent of • 1 Cor 11:11

God sent forth his Son, born of w, • Gal 4:4

Let a w learn quietly with all • 1 Tm 2:11

I do not permit a w to teach or to • 1 Tm 2:12

showing honor to the w as the weaker • 1 Pt 3:7

WOMB

and from my mother’s w you have • Ps 22:10

the fruit of the w a reward. • Ps 127:3

knitted me together in my mother’s w. • Ps 139:13

The Lord called me from the w, • Is 49:1

“Before I formed you in the w I knew • Jer 1:5

Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s w. • Lk 1:15

the baby in my w leaped for joy. • Lk 1:44

him, “Blessed is the w that bore you, • Lk 11:27

into his mother’s w and be born?” • Jn 3:4

WOMEN

The wisest of w builds her house, • Prv 14:1

Rise up, you w who are at ease, hear • Is 32:9

Two w will be grinding at the mill; one • Mt 24:41

“Blessed are you among w, and • Lk 1:42

w should keep silent in the churches. • 1 Cor 14:34

likewise also that w should adorn • 1 Tm 2:9

Older w likewise are to be reverent • Ti 2:3

For this is how the holy w who hoped • 1 Pt 3:5

WONDERFUL

Your testimonies are w; therefore • Ps 119:129

Such knowledge is too w for me; • Ps 139:6

W are your works; my soul knows it • Ps 139:14

name shall be called W Counselor, • Is 9:6

name, for you have done w things, • Is 25:1

he is w in counsel and excellent in • Is 28:29

the scribes saw the w things that he • Mt 21:15

WONDERS

awesome in glorious deeds, doing w? • Ex 15:11

I will remember your w of old. • Ps 77:11

despite his w, they did not believe. • Ps 78:32

to him who alone does great w, • Ps 136:4

his signs, how mighty his w! • Dn 4:3

“And I will show w in the heavens • Jl 2:30

see signs and w you will not believe.” • Jn 4:48

And I will show w in the heavens • Acts 2:19

with all power and false signs and w, • 2 Thes 2:9

by signs and w and various miracles • Heb 2:4

WONDROUS

stop and consider the w works of God. • Jb 37:14

your w deeds and your thoughts toward • Ps 40:5

on your w works, I will meditate. • Ps 145:5

WOOD

Shall I fall down before a block of w?” • Is 44:19

precious stones, w, hay, straw • 1 Cor 3:12

WORD

w of the Lord came to Abram • Gn 15:1

but man lives by every w that comes • Dt 8:3

the w of the Lord was rare • 1 Sm 3:1

the w of the Lord is upright, • Ps 33:4

you mighty ones who do his w, • Ps 103:20

I have stored up your w in my heart, • Ps 119:11

but a good w makes him glad. • Prv 12:25

Every w of God proves true; he is • Prv 30:5

so shall my w be that goes out from • Is 55:11

he who executes his w is powerful. • Jl 2:11

alone, but by every w that comes from • Mt 4:4

The sower sows the w. • Mk 4:14

In the beginning was the W, and the • Jn 1:1

And the W became flesh and dwelt • Jn 1:14

if you hold fast to the w I preached • 1 Cor 15:2

of the Spirit, which is the w of God, • Eph 6:17

holding fast to the w of life, so that • Phil 2:16

Let the w of Christ dwell in you richly, • Col 3:16

whatever you do, in w or deed, • Col 3:17

For the w of God is living and active, • Heb 4:12

the living and abiding w of God; • 1 Pt 1:23

but the w of the Lord remains forever.” • 1 Pt 1:25

and the w of God abides in you, • 1 Jn 2:14

who bore witness to the w of God • Rv 1:2

WORDS

The w of the Lord are pure • Ps 12:6

There is no speech, nor are there w, • Ps 19:3

Let the w of my mouth and the • Ps 19:14

Lord is faithful in all his w • Ps 145:13

When w are many, transgression is not • Prv 10:19

Gracious w are like a honeycomb, • Prv 16:24

Whoever restrains his w has knowledge, • Prv 17:27

And I have put my w in your mouth • Is 51:16

Take with you w and return to the • Hos 14:2

but my w will not pass away. • Mt 24:35

the disciples were amazed at his w. • Mk 10:24

at the gracious w that were coming • Lk 4:22

we go? You have the w of eternal life, • Jn 6:68

we impart this in w not taught by • 1 Cor 2:13

I would rather speak five w with my • 1 Cor 14:19

the pattern of the sound w that you • 2 Tm 1:13

Blessed is the one who keeps the w • Rv 22:7

if anyone takes away from the w of • Rv 22:19

WORK

God finished his w that he had done, • Gn 2:2

shall bring us relief from our w • Gn 5:29

“Six days you shall do your w, but • Ex 23:12

height, for the people had a mind to w. • Neh 4:6

at your heavens, the w of your fingers, • Ps 8:3

the heavens are the w of your hands. • Ps 102:25

Do not forsake the w of your hands. • Ps 138:8

Commit your w to the Lord, • Prv 16:3

Do you see a man skillful in his w? • Prv 22:29

w of the Lord with slackness, • Jer 48:10

And he could do no mighty w there, • Mk 6:5

“This is the w of God, that you believe • Jn 6:29

all things w together for good, • Rom 8:28

what sort of w each one has done. • 1 Cor 3:13

abounding in the w of the Lord, • 1 Cor 15:58

according to the power at w within us, • Eph 3:20

w out your own salvation with fear • Phil 2:12

Whatever you do, w heartily, as for • Col 3:23

in every good w and word. • 2 Thes 2:17

If anyone is not willing to w, let him • 2 Thes 3:10

as to overlook your w and the love • Heb 6:10

WORKER

What gain has the w from his toil? • Eccl 3:9

to give to this last w as I give to you. • Mt 20:14

a w who has no need to be ashamed, • 2 Tm 2:15

WORKERS

For we are God’s fellow w. • 1 Cor 3:9

that we may be fellow w for the truth. • 3 Jn 8

WORKING

“My Father is w until now, and I am • Jn 5:17

but only faith w through love. • Gal 5:6

according to the w of his great might • Eph 1:19

was given me by the w of his power. • Eph 3:7

WORKMANSHIP

Are not you my w in the Lord? • 1 Cor 9:1

For we are his w, created in Christ • Eph 2:10

WORKS

at the w of your hands I sing for joy. • Ps 92:4

The Lord w righteousness • Ps 103:6

and let her w praise her in the gates. • Prv 31:31

may see your good w and give glory to • Mt 5:16

may be clearly seen that his w have • Jn 3:21

was full of good w and acts of charity. • Acts 9:36

not because of w but because of him • Rom 9:11

grace, it is no longer on the basis of w; • Rom 11:6

not justified by w of the law but • Gal 2:16

not a result of w, so that no one may • Eph 2:9

for it is God who w in you, both to • Phil 2:13

So also good w are conspicuous, • 1 Tm 5:25

not because of our w but because • 2 Tm 1:9

up one another to love and good w, • Heb 10:24

Show me your faith apart from your w, • Jas 2:18

so also faith apart from w is dead. • Jas 2:26

WORLD

yes, the w is established; • 1 Chr 16:30

for the w and its fullness are mine. • Ps 50:12

will judge the w with righteousness, • Ps 98:9

gains the whole w and forfeits • Mt 16:26

throughout the whole w as a testimony • Mt 24:14

God did not send his Son into the w to • Jn 3:17

this is indeed the Savior of the w.” • Jn 4:42

I have come into the w as light, so • Jn 12:46

but because you are not of the w, • Jn 15:19

But take heart; I have overcome the w.” • Jn 16:33

As you sent me into the w, so I have • Jn 17:18

“My kingdom is not of this w. • Jn 18:36

your faith is proclaimed in all the w. • Rom 1:8

the whole w may be held accountable • Rom 3:19

w did not know God through wisdom, • 1 Cor 1:21

no hope and without God in the w. • Eph 2:12

Jesus came into the w to save sinners, • 1 Tm 1:15

but also for the sins of the whole w. • 1 Jn 2:2

Do not love the w or the things in • 1 Jn 2:15

the foundation of the w in the book of • Rv 13:8

WORLDLY

were wise according to w standards, • 1 Cor 1:26

who marry will have w troubles, • 1 Cor 7:28

WORM

But I am a w and not a man, scorned • Ps 22:6

For their w shall not die, their fire • Is 66:24

God appointed a w that attacked • Jon 4:7

‘where their w does not die and • Mk 9:48

WORSE

state of that person is w than the first. • Mt 12:45
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manner of life be w of the gospel • Phil 1:27

God may make you w of his calling • 2 Thes 1:11

Jesus has been counted w of more • Heb 3:3
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Moses w down all the words of the • Ex 24:4

the king saw the hand as it w. • Dn 5:5
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as mothers, y women as sisters, • 1 Tm 5:2

urge the y men to be self-controlled. • Ti 2:6

Likewise, you who are y, be subject • 1 Pt 5:5

YOUNGEST

David was the y. The three eldest • 1 Sm 17:14

greatest among you become as the y, • Lk 22:26

YOUTH
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And behold, there was a man named Z. • Lk 19:2
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But Z the priest and Benaiah the son • 1 Kgs 1:8
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z of the Lord will do this. • 2 Kgs 19:31
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The z of the Lord of hosts • Is 9:7
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ZELOPHEHAD
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Map 2: The Exodus from Egypt
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Map 3: Israel under Saul, David, and Solomon
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Map 4: The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah
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Map 5: Jerusalem in the Time of the Old Testament
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Map 6: Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus


[image: Map 6: Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus]



	


Map 7: Palestine under Roman Rule
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Map 8: The Apostles’ Early Ministry
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Map 9: Paul’s First and Second Missionary Journeys
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Map 10: Paul’s Third Missionary Journey and His Voyage to Rome
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Map 11: The Spread of Christianity in the First Two Centuries
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Map 12: The Middle East Today
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